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Abstract
Background: Porcine endogenous retrovirus (PERV) poses a potential risk of zoonotic infection in xenotransplantation.
Preclinical transplantation trials using non-human primates (NHP) as recipients of porcine xenografts present the
opportunity to assess the zoonosis risk in vivo. However, PERV poorly infects NHP cells for unclear reasons and therefore
NHP may represent a suboptimal animal model to assess the risk of PERV zoonoses. We investigated the mechanism
responsible for the low efficiency of PERV-A infection in NHP cells.
Principal Findings: Two steps, cell entry and exit, were inefficient for the replication of high-titer, human-tropic A/C
recombinant PERV. A restriction factor, tetherin, is likely to be responsible for the block to matured virion release, supported
by the correlation between the levels of inhibition and tetherin expression. In rhesus macaque, cynomolgus macaque and
baboon the main receptor for PERV entry, PERV-A receptor 1 (PAR-1), was found to be genetically deficient: PAR-1 genes in
these species encode serine at amino acid 109 in place of the leucine in human PAR-1. This genetic defect inevitably impacts
in vivo sensitivity to PERV infection of these species. In contrast, African green monkey (AGM) PAR-1 is functional, but PERV
infection is still poor. Although the mechanism is unclear, tunicamycin treatment, which removes N-glycosylated sugar
chains, increases PERV infection, suggesting a possible role for the glycosylation of the receptors.
Conclusions: Since cynomolgus macaque and baboon, species often used in pig-to-NHP xenotransplantation experiments,
have a defective PAR-1, they hardly represent an ideal animal model to assess the risk of PERV transmission in
xenotransplantation. Alternatively, NHP species, like AGM, whose both PARs are functional may represent a better model
than baboon and cynomolgus macaque for PERV zoonosis in vivo studies.
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tation. Longer exposure to PERV of less immunosuppressed patients
in successful xenotransplantation would increase the chance of
PERV transmission. Therefore, development of transplantation
source animals with reduced PERV activity, development and
refinement of clinical tests for PERV transmission, and accurate
preclinical risk assessment, are much needed.
Three subgroups of PERVs with distinctive env genes have been
identified in pig genomes [5,6]. PERV-A and PERV-B can infect
several species including human cells, while PERV-C tropism is
limited to pig cells [9,23]. However, it has been shown that
recombination between PERV-A and PERV-C occurs frequently,
producing a high titer, human tropic PERVA/C [23,24]. These
recombinant PERVs use the same receptor for cell entry as
PERV-A, and they are almost exclusively the form of isolates
derived by co-cultivation of porcine primary cells and human cells
[10,24,25]. This form is therefore considered to be most
problematic [2,3,26].
Ongoing preclinical transplantation trials using non-human
primates (NHP) as recipients of porcine cells, tissues, and organs

Introduction
The control of potential risk of zoonosis is a prerequisite for the
development of clinical xenotransplantation. Potential transmission
to xenotransplantation recipients and further spread to the general
public of porcine endogenous retroviruses (PERV) has been a major
concern in the xenotransplantation field [1,2,3]. PERVs are present
in the pig genome in the form of provirus DNA. These proviruses are
descendants of viral DNA integrated in the germ line chromosome
by ancient exogenous retroviral infections and most of them have
become defective through evolution [4,5,6,7]. However, certain
intact PERVs can infect human cells in vitro, posing a potential risk of
zoonosis in pig-to-human xenotransplantation [8,9,10]. Pig genomes
have 50–100 PERV copies, and their integration pattern is highly
polymorphic. This makes it very difficult, if not impossible, to
remove PERV sequences from transplantation source pigs [8,11,
12,13,14,15,16]. Although PERV infection has not been detected in
retrospective analysis of patients treated with porcine cells and tissues
[17,18,19,20,21,22], this risk cannot be excluded in xenotransplanPLoS ONE | www.plosone.org
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However, the infectious titers produced by NHP/huPAR-2
cells, especially VERO/huPAR-2 and FRhK/huPAR-2, were still
much lower than by human 293T cells (Figure 1A and B). This
indicated that the amount of viral transcripts achieved in NHP/
huPAR-2 cells did not correlate well with the infectious titer, and
suggested that there may be another block to PERV replication in
a late stage of the life cycle. Therefore, we examined PERV
protein production in the NHP cell lysate and supernatant by
western blot using an anti-PERV capsid antibody. Whilst similar
amounts of Gag precursors were present, the amount of processed
capsid (p27) in the cell lysate in NHP/huPAR-2 cells was much
higher than in 293T cells (Figure 2A, cell lysate). In contrast, the
amount of PERV p27 in the supernatant was lower in the NHP
cells than in human 293T cells (Figure 2A, SN). These results
suggest an inefficient release of ‘matured’ PERV from NHP cells.
Tetherin (also known as BST-2, CD317 or HM1.24) is a
restriction factor inhibiting the release of enveloped viruses from
the producer cells by tethering the virions on the cell surface. The
mRNA level of tetherin in NHP cell lines was quantified by realtime RT-PCR and compared to that in the human cell lines, 293T
and HeLa, which express significantly different levels of human
tetherin. While retroviral particles are successfully released from
293T cells, they are withheld on the cell surface of HeLa cells by a
tetherin-mediated mechanism [40]. NHP cells express 10–100
times more tetherin mRNA than 293T cells (Figure 2B). In
particular, VERO cells have only 5 times less mRNA than HeLa
cells and they showed the highest amount of p27 in the cell lysate
among NHP cells, whilst it was undetectable in the supernatant
(Figure 2A). These results suggest that, in addition to the block at
virus entry, a higher level of tetherin expression compared to that
in 293T cells contributes to inefficient PERV replication in the
NHP cells.

present the opportunity to assess the zoonosis risk in vivo
[27,28,29,30,31,32]. NHP offer the opportunity to evaluate the
risk of PERV transmission after a long exposure to the pig
xenograft, a variety of tissue can be analysed and the immunosuppression required can be simulated. However, the use of NHP
to assess the risk of PERV transmission has been debated. Initial
studies showed that NHP cell lines were not permissive for PERV
infection [8,9,23,33]. Other reports, which used sensitive PCR or
RT-PCR to detect PERV sequences, suggested that NHP cells are
susceptible [34,35,36]. By using a high titer PERV derived from
NIH miniswine animals, it was possible to show that PERV could
infect rhesus macaque and African green monkey (AGM) cell lines.
In the infected NHP cells, PERV provirus and transcripts were
detected but no reverse transcriptase activity was found in the
supernatant of these cells, suggesting that PERV infection of NHP
cells was not productive [37]. However, the mechanism responsible for the poor infectivity and the lack of PERV replication in
NHP cells remains unclear. Here, the reasons for the low
susceptibility of NHP cells to PERV infection have been
investigated. The implication of our results on the suitability of
NHP models, and the choice of the NHP species for the study of
PERV transmission, is discussed.

Results
The low PERV permissivity is mainly caused by reduced
entry in NHP cells
To determine whether PERV can productively infect NHP cells,
progeny virus production was measured in a time course following
PERV infection of African green monkey (AGM) COS7 and
VERO cells, and rhesus macaque FRhK4 cells. The same cell lines,
but also expressing huPAR-2 via a MLV-based retroviral vector,
were also tested. Cells were infected with the replication-competent
PERV-A14/220, a PERV-A/C recombinant, used as a representative of isolates derived from primary porcine cells [24,38]. Cells
were seeded in equal number at different time points after PERV
infection, and the following day their supernatant was collected and
the production of infectious PERV was determined by infection of
human 293T cells [39]. PERV titers, obtained from NHP cells with
or without huPAR-2, were lower than that by control human 293T
cells. Infectious viruses were barely present in the supernatant of
wild-type FRhK4 and VERO cells for up to three weeks post
infection (Figure 1A). PERV titer from wild type COS7 and
huPAR-2-transduced NHP cells was, however, detected, increasing
in the first two weeks and stabilising at week three to various levels
(Figure 1A–B). HuPAR-2 expression resulted in substantially higher
PERV titer; in case of VERO cells to about 100 fold.
To define whether PERV replication is blocked in NHP cells at
early or late stages of the virus life cycle, PERV integration and
transcription in NHP cells were measured by quantitative PCR.
PERV DNA was measured one week post infection (Figure 1C),
while expression of PERV RNA was evaluated two weeks post
infection (Figure 1D). The amount of PERV gag DNA copies in the
parental cells were more than 100 times lower than that in human
293T cells, indicating that there is a major block in the early virus
entry stage (Figure 1C, open bars). This block was alleviated by
expression of huPAR-2, as PERV DNA was 10 to 1000 times higher
in huPAR-2-transduced NHP (NHP/huPAR-2) cells than in parental
cells (Figure 1C). PERV RNA expression levels, measured as gag
RNA copies, corresponded to those of proviral DNA (compare
Figure 1C and 1D). Overall, upon expression of a functional receptor,
PERV-A can successfully enter the NHP cells and integrate in the
host genome (Figure 1C), viral genes are transcribed (Figure 1D) and
infectious particles produced (Figure 1B).
PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

NHP cells express a level of PERV-A receptors similar to
human cells
PERV-A14/220 contains the receptor binding domain derived
from PERV-A and therefore uses PERV-A receptors for cell entry
[38,41]. To investigate the reason behind the poor efficiency of
PERV-A14/220 entry in NHP cells, we cloned the PERV-A
receptors from AGM COS7 cells (AGMPAR-1 and AGMPAR-2),
rhesus macaque FRhK4 cells (rhPAR-1 and rhPAR-2), cynomolgus macaque primary splenocytes (cynPAR-1 and cynPAR-2), and
baboon primary PBMC (baPAR-1 and baPAR-2). Based on these
sequences, quantitative RT-PCR was set up to determine
expression levels of the receptor and compare them to those of
PERV-A susceptible human cell lines 293T, HT1080, HeLa, and
primary PBMC.
PAR-1 mRNA levels were found to be similar in NHP and
human cells. Primary cells express about five times less PAR-1
mRNA than the cell lines (Figure 3A). The amount of PAR-2
mRNA was more variable. All human cells and AGM VERO had
a low level of PAR-2, at least 2.5 orders of magnitude less than
PAR-1. Instead, FRhK4 cells, primary baboon PBMC, and
cynomolgus splenocytes expressed 10 times more PAR-2 mRNA
than human cells and VERO cells (Figure 3A).

Serine109 renders rhPAR-1, cynPAR-1, and baPAR-1
unable to mediate PERV-A entry
PAR amino acid sequences deduced both from our NHP PAR
sequences and NCBI database sequences were aligned using the
ClustalW programme. The extracellular domain 2 (ECL2) was
located according to the huPAR-2 topology previously predicted
[42]. The sequence of ECL2 was well conserved among different
2

October 2010 | Volume 5 | Issue 10 | e13203

PERV Infection in NHP Cells

Figure 1. PERV-A infection analysis in NHP cell lines. HuPAR-2 gene was delivered into rhesus macaque FRhK4 cells, AGM COS7 and VERO cells
using a VSV-G pseudotyped MLV-based vector. HuPAR-2 transduced or wild type NHP cells and human 293T cells were infected with PERV-A14/220 at
MOI 20 (titer calculated on 293T cells). A and B) At the different time points indicated, 16106 PERV-infected cells FRhK4 (black triangle), COS7 (white
circle), VERO (cross) and 293T (black square) cells were seeded. The day after, supernatant was collected and 5-fold dilutions used to infect 293T cells.
72 hrs later, cells were immunostained with an anti-PERV CA antibody. Data represent the average of two independent experiments (6 standard
error of the mean, SEM). C) One week post-infection, genomic DNA was extracted and copy numbers of PERV gag and 18S rRNA gene were measured
by quantitative PCR. D) Two weeks post-infection, total RNA was extracted and RNA copy numbers of PERV gag and 18S ribosomal RNA were
measured by quantitative RT-PCR. PERV gag copy number was calculated from standard curves and normalised per 18S rRNA copy. Each sample was
run in duplicate. Histograms represent the average of two independent experiments (6 SEM).
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013203.g001

tagged at the C-terminus and subcloned into an MLV-based
retroviral vector. PERV-A resistant quail QT6 cells were
transduced using VSV-G pseudotyped MLV particles carrying
PAR genes. More than 50% of the cells expressed the receptors as
assessed by flow cytometry analysis after immunostaining with an
anti-HA antibody (Figure 3C, diamond). PAR-expressing cells
were infected with PERV-A14/220 carrying the EGFP gene
(EGFP(PERV)), and the PERV infection titer determined by
monitoring EGFP signal. The titers have been represented as
percentage of that obtained on QT6/huPAR-1 cells (Figure 3C).
All the PARs tested conferred permissivity to PERV-A entry in
QT6 cells, with the exceptions of cynPAR-1, baPAR-1, and

species with the exception of a serine instead of a leucine at amino
acid (a.a.) 109 in rhPAR-1, cynPAR-1, and baPAR-1 (Figure 3B).
This mutation was of particular interest because this position 109
has previously been shown to be critical for PERV-A infection and
binding [42,43].
The importance of a.a. 109 has been demonstrated by our
finding that murine PAR containing proline at this position is
inactive as a PERV receptor, and that leucine-to-proline
mutations at a.a. 109 of huPAR-1 and -2 inactivate receptor
activity. This suggests that the PERV receptor function of PAR-1
containing serine 109 may be impaired. To test the ability of the
NHP receptors to support PERV-A entry, NHP PARs were HAPLoS ONE | www.plosone.org
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Figure 2. Inhibition of PERV release from NHP cells and expression of tetherin mRNA in NHP cell lines. A) HuPAR-2-transduced NHP
cells or wild type human 293T cells were infected with PERVA14/220. Two weeks later, 1 mL of supernatant was harvested and concentrated 10 times.
The same 16106 cells were lysed in radioimmunoprecipitation assay (RIPA) buffer. For NHP cells, one fourth of these cell lysate and supernatant
samples were separated by 10% SDS-PAGE and immunoblotted using an anti-PERV CA antibody. Since PERV titer from 293T cells was more than 50
times higher than that from NHP cells, one fortieth of the 293T samples were loaded in the same gel, ten times less than that from NHP cells. The
differently processed capsid forms were detected in the cell lysate (upper panel), while in the supernatant (SN) p27 was the major form (bottom
panel). B) Tetherin RNA level in RNA from NHP FRhK-4, COS7 and VERO cells and human 293T and HeLa cells lines was quantified by quantitative RTPCR. Samples were run in triplicate. The amount of copies for each gene was extrapolated from analysis of the standard curves. Histograms represent
the mean of human (left bars) and NHP (right bars) tetherin copy number normalised to one 18S rRNA copy obtained by two independent
experiments (6 SEM).
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013203.g002

understand the role of tunicamycin in the improvement of the
susceptibility to PERV, we analysed the effect this drug had on
soluble PERV-A Env binding on AGM cells. PERV-A Env, but
not PERV-C Env, successfully bound to 293T cells, with no
difference after tunicamycin treatment. No binding was detected
to either tunicamycin-treated or untreated AGM cells (Figure 4B).
However, the lack of binding could be due to low assay sensitivity,
as noted previously [42].
To understand whether the tunicamycin effect was receptorspecific or cell-specific, HA-tagged huPAR-1 and AGMPAR-1
were stably overexpressed on COS7 and VERO cells as well as
on quail QT6 cells. More than 98% of the cells expressed the
HA-tagged receptors, and its level on the cell surface was
determined by the mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) after antiHA immunostaining (Figure 4C, diamond). Whilst PERV
infection of 293T and quail QT6 cells was not affected by
tunicamycin treatment, the susceptibility of AGM cells to
PERV-A14/220 infection was increased. This was regardless
of which receptor, huPAR-1 or AGMPAR-1, was expressed
(Figure 4C), suggesting that partial rescue of PERV infection by
tunicamycin in AGM cells was cell-specific, and did not depend
on the receptor expressed. Indeed, the HA-tagged receptors
from the different cell lines without tunicamycin treatment
showed different patterns by western blot indicating celldependent, differential, glycosylation (Figure 4D).

rhPAR-1. These receptors share the serine at a.a. 109, which is
different from the other receptors (Figure 3B). To test whether the
L109S change was responsible for the inability to support PERVA entry, a huPAR-1 mutant carrying a serine instead of leucine in
ECL2 (huPAR-1S109) and a rhPAR-1 with the opposite mutation
(rhPAR-1L109), were generated. Once expressed in QT6 cells
rhPAR-1L109 could efficiently mediated PERV-A entry. In
contrast, the ability of huPAR-1S109 to function as receptor was
reduced to 15% (Figure 3C). The a.a. substitution in position 109
appeared to have a negative effect on receptor function. These
results suggest that PERV-A may enter rhesus monkey FRhK4
cells only through the poorly expressed PAR-2, providing a reason
for the low susceptibility to PERV infection. This genetic trait
should influence PERV infection to be inefficient in all baboon,
rhesus, and cynomolgus macaque cells in vivo and in vitro.

Tunicamycin treatment of AGM cells increases PERV-A
infection
AGM COS7 and VERO cells express two functional receptors
(Figure 4), and their mRNA was expressed at a similar level to
highly permissive human cell lines (Figure 3B). Therefore, there
may be other reasons why PERV-A poorly infects AGM cells.
Removal of N-linked glycosylation by tunicamycin treatment of
the target cells has been shown to rescue retroviral infectivity in
certain cell lines [44,45,46]. To test whether N-linked glycosylation could play a role in the low susceptibility of AGM cells to
PERV-A14/220 infection, 293T, COS7, and VERO cells were
infected with serial dilutions of EGFP(PERV) after overnight
treatment with tunicamycin. The viral titer on tunicamycintreated AGM cells was more than 10-fold higher than untreated
cells, whereas it had no effect on 293T cells (Figure 4A). These
data suggested that removal of N-linked glycosylation in AGM
cells could relieve a possible block to PERV-A infection. To better
PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Discussion
Our initial study on the PERV-A14/220 infection time course
confirmed that it poorly infects and replicates in NHP cells
compared to that in human 293T cells (Figure 1). This study also
indicated that there are at least two steps at which PERV
replication is blocked in NHP cells: cell entry and exit.
4
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a MLV-based vector and introduced into quail QT6 cells by transduction
of VSV-G pseudotyped retroviral particles. Percentage of HA-positive
cells was measured by cell surface staining of the transduced cells and
flow cytometry analysis (black diamond). 56104 PAR expressing QT6
cells were seeded and the day after infected with serial dilution of
EGFP(PERV)-containing supernatant. After 72 hrs, EGFP expression was
monitored and titers inferred. EGFP(PERV) titer on huPAR-1 expressing
QT6 cells was 1.760.56104 Etu/mL and arbitrarily chosen as 100%
infection. Histograms represent the average of three independent
experiments (6 SEM).
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013203.g003

At the cell exit step, PERV-A14/220 appeared to be released
much less effectively from NHP cells than from human 293T cells.
Whilst processed PERV capsid (p27) produced by 293T cells were
found mostly in the culture supernatant, the majority of p27
produced by NHP cells was associated with cells and not released to
the supernatant (Figure 2A). This suggests that the matured virions
are retained on the NHP cell surface, reminiscent of a tetherinmediated inhibition of retroviral release [40,47]. Consistent with the
possibility that tetherin causes poor PERV release in NHP cells, the
amount of tetherin mRNA in the NHP cell lines was 10–100 times
higher than in the 293T cells (Figure 2B). However, the relevance of
this finding to the in vivo context is unclear, as the control of tetherin
expression, which is class type I interferon-inducible, is different
in vivo from that in the cell lines used in this study. Though the in vivo
tetherin expression in NHP has yet to be investigated, species
difference compared to humans may be insignificant.
The block at the cell entry step is critical and, in the case of
macaques and baboons, we identified a genetic defect in a PERVA receptor gene, PAR-1. Firstly, expression of a functional human
PERV-A receptor rendered NHP cell lines more amenable for
viral entry and propagation (Figure 1), indicating that entry of the
virus is a critical step in the low permissivity of NHP cells. Our
study on cloned PAR-1 showed that rhesus macaque, cynomolgus
monkey, and baboon PAR-1 genes encode serine at a.a. 109, and
are unable to support PERV-A14/220 infection (Figure 3B and
C). PERV poorly infects rhesus macaque cells probably via
rhPAR-2, whose expression is lower than that of PAR-1
(Figure 3A). This PERV-A14/220 infection route is likely to be
minor in humans, as huPAR-1 expression is more robust than that
of huPAR-2 in most tissues in vivo [42]. These NHP species
therefore lack the major infection route potentially used by PERV
in humans. This fact must be taken into account in pig-to-NHP
transplantation, where cynomolgus macaque and baboon are
currently the most often used NHP species [48], and have been
preferentially employed in PERV transmission studies in vivo
[28,29,30,31,32]. The negative PERV transmission results in such
experiments should be interpreted with caution.
Intriguingly, both AGMPAR-1 and AGMPAR-2 are able to
support PERV-A infection (Figure 3C). When the same amount of
huPAR-1 and AGMPAR-1 was expressed on the cell surface of
PERV-A-resistant QT6 cells, the efficiency of PERV-A14/220
mediated-EGFP transduction was similar (Figure 4C), suggesting a
comparable affinity of the receptors for the virus. However, AGM
cells are poorly infected by PERV-A14/220. No evidence of an
Fv1/TRIM5a-like restriction activity was found (data not shown),
consistently with previous data in the literature [37,49]. No
inhibitors secreted from AGM cells were detected in the supernatant
of these cells (data not shown). Tunicamycin treatment to inhibit Nglycosylation in the target cells could, however, rescue PERV-A
infectivity (Figure 4A). This effect was cell-specific rather than
receptor-specific (Figure 4C), and it correlated with cell differences
in PAR glycosylation, i.e. a heavier glycosylation of the receptors in
NHP cells than in 293T and QT6 cells (Figure 4D). A possible

Figure 3. Endogenous expression, sequence and function of
NHP PERV-A receptors. A) Total RNA was extracted from NHP and
human cells and analysed by quantitative RT-PCR. Primers used for
amplification of NHP PAR-1 (white bars, left) huPAR-1 (white bars, right)
NHP PAR-2 (grey bars, left) and human PAR-2 (grey bars, right) are listed
in Table S1. PAR copy number was calculated from standard curves and
normalised per 18S rRNA copy. Histograms represent average of at least
two independent experiments (6 SEM). B) Human (huPAR-1 and
huPAR-2), mouse (muPAR), rat (ratPAR), chimpanzee (chimPAR-1 and
chimPAR-2), rhesus macaque (rhPAR-1 and rhPAR-2) PAR and baboon
PAR-2 (baPAR-2) sequences were present in the NCBI database. African
green monkey (AGMPAR-1 and AGMPAR-2), cynomolgus macaque
(cynPAR-1 and cynPAR-2) and baboon (baPAR-1 and baPAR-2) PAR
sequences were obtained by RT-PCR of RNA extracted from NHP cell
lines and primary cells using specific primers (Table S1). Deduced amino
acid sequences were aligned using ClustalW software. The three amino
acids different between muPAR and huPARs are in bold and the amino
acid 109 critical for PERV-A receptor function as previously described
[42] is boxed. C) C-terminal HA-tagged PAR sequences were cloned into

PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org
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Figure 4. Effect of tunicamycin treatment on PERV infection and analysis of N-glycosylation of PERV-A receptors. Cells were treated
for 16 hrs with tunicamycin at the final concentration of 100 ng/mL (293T cells), 200 ng/mL (COS7 and VERO cells) or 25 ng/mL (QT6 cells). A)
Tunicamycin-treated (grey) or untreated (white) cells were infected with serial dilution of EGFP(PERV) and the titers calculated 72 hrs later by flow
cytometry analysis. Histograms represent the average of four independent experiments (6 SEM). B) Cells were incubated with 100 ng in 0.5 mL of
soluble PERV-A360 Env or PERV-C360 Env and Env binding was detected using a FITC-conjugated anti-rabbit IgG antibody and flow cytometry
analysis. A representative set of results of three independent experiments are shown for tunicamycin-treated cells with PERV-A360 Env (A+T),
untreated cells with PERV-A360 Env (A), untreated cells with PERV-C360 Env (C) is shown. Almost identical histograms were obtained for PERV-C360
binding with and without tunicamycin treatment. C) Quail QT6, AGM COS7 and VERO cells were stably transduced with MLV-vectors carrying HAtagged huPAR-1 or AGMPAR-1. More than 98% of the cells were positive for anti-HA antibody staining (data not shown). Mean fluorescence intensity
(MFI) of anti-HA staining for each population was normalised to the MFI of the wild type cells (black diamond). Tunicamycin-treated (grey) or
untreated (white) cells were infected with serial dilutions of EGFP(PERV) and the titers determined by EGFP expression monitored by flow cytometry
analysis. Histograms represent the average of two independent experiments (6 SEM). D) HA-tagged huPAR-1 (upper panel) and AGMPAR-1 (bottom
panel) transduced cells were lysed in RIPA buffer and treated (+) or not (2) with PNGase F. Proteins were separated in a 10% SDS-PAGE and
immunoblotted using an anti-HA antibody. The N-glycosylated (+NG) and the de-glycosylated (2NG) forms are indicated.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013203.g004

explanation for the tunicamycin-mediated increase in PERV-A
infectivity is that heavy N-glycosylation of the receptor could
prevent PERV binding, and that tunicamycin treatment could
relieve this block. This was, however, not supported by our Env
binding assay, since tunicamycin treatment did not increase Env
binding to AGM cells (Figure 4B). Further investigation should be
conducted to clarify the mechanism behind the poor permissivity of
AGM cells to PERV-A. A limit of this study is the use of different
cell lines between human and NHP. PERV-A infection conducted
in parallel using the same primary human and NHP cells such as
PBMC could provide more information on the suitability of AGM
as animal model in xenotransplantation.
Here, infection of human-tropic, recombinant PERV-A/C in
NHP cells has been examined, and several steps have been
identified which are responsible for the lower efficiency of infection
compared to that of human cells. PERV entry is inefficient in
rhesus macaque cells because of the defect in PAR-1 PERV-A
receptor function. The same is predicted for baboon and
cynomolgus monkey cells, which have the same defective
mutation. A genotypic analysis of the PAR sequences in the
candidate species to be employed in pig-to-NHP transplantation
will provide useful information on the likelihood that an animal
may be as susceptible as humans to PERV infection. Indeed,
AGM has no such defect in the PAR-1 gene, suggesting possible
advantage for the use of this species.
PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Materials and Methods
Cell lines
Human embryonic kidney 293T cells [50] were maintained in
Dulbecco’s modified Eagle Medium (DMEM, Gibco) supplemented with 15% fetal bovine serum (FBS, BioSera). Quail QT6 cells
(American Type Culture Collection (ATCC), CRL-1708), African
green monkey COS7 (ATCC, CRL-1651) and VERO cells
(ATTC, CCL-81), and rhesus macaque FRhK4 cells (ATCC,
CRL-1688) were grown in DMEM supplemented with 10% FBS.
Primary baboon (Papio anubis) and cynomolgus macaque (Macaca
fascicularis) cells were obtained at the Institut de Transplantation et
de Recherche en Transplantation-Université de Nantes, France,
according to the standard procedure of the EU FP6 Consortium
Xenome project LSHB-CT-2006-037377 approved by the
European Commission.

Plasmids and virus production
Production of EGFP-carrying PERV-A [EGFP(PERV)] has been
previously described [42]. Replication-competent PERVA14/220
was produced by transfection of 293T cells with 18 mL of FuGene-6
(Roche) and 3 mg of the plasmid pCRPERVA14/220 [38]. Viral
particles carrying the receptor genes were produced by three plasmid
transfection, as previously described [42]. The following expression
plasmids, pcDNA3-huPAR1HA and pcDNA3-huPAR-2HA, and
6
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the retroviral vectors pCFCRhuPAR-2, pCFCRhuPAR-1HA,
pCFCRhuPAR-2HA have been previously described [42]. To
facilitate the production of HA-tagged NHP PARs, a ClaI restriction
site was introduced, in frame, upstream of the HA-tag sequence in the
pcDNA3-huPAR2HA (pcDNA3/huPAR-2ClaHA) by PCR-based
mutagenesis using complementary primers C11–C12, in association
with primers C3–C13 (Table S1) as previously described [42].

Immunoblotting
16106 PERV-infected cells were lysed as previously described
[42]. Virus particles in the supernatant of virus-producing cells
were concentrated by a centrifugation for 4 hrs at 16000G at 4uC.
For the glycosylation assay, a quarter of the total cell lysate was
digested with 1500U of N-glycosidase F enzyme (PGNase F, New
England Biolabs) at 37uC for 2 hrs. The whole reaction of digested
proteins, a quarter of the other cell lysates and of the concentrated
supernatant, was used for immunoblotting as previously described
[42,47], using the monoclonal antibody HA.11 (Covance) or an
anti-PERV capsid antibody [39].

Cloning of NHP PERV-A receptor and tetherin genes
Total cellular RNA was extracted using the RNeasy kit (Qiagen)
and reverse transcribed as previously described [42]. NHPPAR
and NHP tetherin sequences were then amplified using HotStart
polymerase (Qiagen) and the following primer pairs (Table S1):
C1–C2 (AGMPAR-1), C5–C2 (rhPAR-1, cynPAR-1, baPAR-1),
C3–C4 (AGMPAR-2), C6–C7 (rhPAR-2, cynPAR-2, baPAR-2),
C9–C10 (NHP tetherin). PCR products for NHP tetherins were
cloned into a pGEM-T easy vector (Promega). C-terminal HAtagged receptors were produced by introducing the PCR product
into pcDNA3/huPAR-2ClaHA using EcoRI and ClaI restriction
sites present in the forward and reverse primer, respectively. The
mutant receptors huPAR-1S109 and rhPAR-1L109 were generated by PCR-mutagenesis using the following primer pairs (Table
S1): C16–C17 and C18–C19 (huPAR1S109) or C14–C15 and
C2–C5 (rhPAR-1L109). Finally, HA-tagged receptors were then
subcloned in the MLV-based retroviral vector pCFCR using the
restriction sites EcoRI and NotI.

Quantitative RT-PCR
Quantitative RT-PCR was conducted as previously described
[47]. The amount of RNA between each samples was normalized
using the housekeeping gene 18S rRNA. The assay was performed in
duplicate using the Eppendorf RealPlex 4 as previously described
[47]. Used as a copy number standards are: pCR-PERVA14/220
(PERV gag), pGEM-rhesus macaque tetherin and pGEM AGM
tetherin (NHP tetherin), human tetherin-expressing plasmid [40],
pcDNA3-huPAR1HA, pcDNA3-huPAR-2HA, pcDNA3/HA expressing NHP PARs (described above), TOPO-18S rRNA gene [42].

PERV-A receptors accession number
PERV-A receptor amino acid sequences were derived from the
following nucleotide sequences. Already present in the NCBI database
prior to this study were: human PAR-1 [AY070774] and PAR-2
[AY070775], chimpanzee PAR-1 [XM_001156784] and PAR-2
[XM_001164395], rhesus macaque PAR-1 [XM_001091189] and
PAR-2 [XM_001099620], murine PAR [NM_029643.3] and rat
PAR [NM_001109670]. The following nucleotide sequences were
determined in this study and deposited in the GenBank database:
AGMPAR-1[HM347351], AGMPAR-2 [HM347352], baboon PAR1 [HM347353], baboon PAR-2 [HM347354], cynomolgus macaque
PAR-1 [HM347355] and PAR-2 [HM347356].

Transduction and infection assay
16105 cells were infected with 1 mL of the PERVA14/220containing supernatant (MOI ,20) in the presence of 8 mg/mL
polybrene. Cells were kept in culture for 4 weeks. At different time
points, 16106 PERV-infected cells were seeded in a 6-well plate
and, the day after, serial dilutions of their supernatant were used to
infect 36104 293T cells. After 72 hrs, the titer was determined by in
situ immunostaining of infected cells as previously described [39].
The receptor transduction and EGFP(PERV-A) infection were
performed as follows: 56104 target cells were seeded in a 12-well
plate and the day after, 500 mL of virus-containing supernatant and
8 mg/mL of polybrene were added. HA-tagged receptor or EGFP
expression was verified 48 hrs post transduction/infection by flow
cytometry analysis, as previously described [42].

Table S1 Primers used in this study.
Found at: doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013203.s001 (0.05 MB
DOC)

Soluble Envelope Binding Assay

Acknowledgments

Supporting Information

Expression plasmid for soluble PERV-A360 and PERV-C360
Env fused to rabbit immunoglobulin c-heavy chain (rIgG) were a
kind gift from Dr C Wilson [51]. Soluble proteins were produced
by transfection of 293T cells with pSKPERV-A360 or pSKPERVC360 plasmid. Binding assay was performed as previously
described [51].

We thank Benjamin LJ Webb for critical reading of the manuscript.

Author Contributions
Conceived and designed the experiments: GM YT. Performed the
experiments: GM. Analyzed the data: GM. Wrote the paper: GM YT.

References
1. Mattiuzzo G, Scobie L, Takeuchi Y (2008) Strategies to enhance the safety
profile of xenotransplantation: minimizing the risk of viral zoonoses. Curr Opin
Organ Transplant 13: 184–188.
2. Scobie L, Takeuchi Y (2009) Porcine endogenous retrovirus and other viruses in
xenotransplantation. Curr Opin Organ Transplant 14: 175–179.
3. Wilson CA (2008) Porcine endogenous retroviruses and xenotransplantation.
Cell Mol Life Sci 65: 3399–3412.
4. Niebert M, Rogel-Gaillard C, Chardon P, Tonjes RR (2002) Characterization of
chromosomally assigned replication-competent gamma porcine endogenous
retroviruses derived from a large white pig and expression in human cells. J Virol
76: 2714–2720.
5. Akiyoshi DE, Denaro M, Zhu H, Greenstein JL, Banerjee P, et al. (1998)
Identification of a full-length cDNA for an endogenous retrovirus of miniature
swine. J Virol 72: 4503–4507.
6. Le Tissier P, Stoye JP, Takeuchi Y, Patience C, Weiss RA (1997) Two sets of
human-tropic pig retrovirus. Nature 389: 681–682.

PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

7. Patience C, Switzer WM, Takeuchi Y, Griffiths DJ, Goward ME, et al. (2001)
Multiple groups of novel retroviral genomes in pigs and related species. J Virol
75: 2771–2775.
8. Patience C, Takeuchi Y, Weiss RA (1997) Infection of human cells by an
endogenous retrovirus of pigs. Nat Med 3: 282–286.
9. Takeuchi Y, Patience C, Magre S, Weiss RA, Banerjee PT, et al. (1998) Host
range and interference studies of three classes of pig endogenous retrovirus.
J Virol 72: 9986–9991.
10. Wilson CA, Wong S, Muller J, Davidson CE, Rose TM, et al. (1998) Type C
retrovirus released from porcine primary peripheral blood mononuclear cells
infects human cells. J Virol 72: 3082–3087.
11. Bosch S, Arnauld C, Jestin A (2000) Study of full-length porcine endogenous
retrovirus genomes with envelope gene polymorphism in a specific-pathogenfree Large White swine herd. J Virol 74: 8575–8581.
12. Edamura K, Nasu K, Iwami Y, Nishimura R, Ogawa H, et al. (2004) Prevalence
of porcine endogenous retrovirus in domestic pigs in Japan and its potential

7

October 2010 | Volume 5 | Issue 10 | e13203

PERV Infection in NHP Cells

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32. Switzer WM, Michler RE, Shanmugam V, Matthews A, Hussain AI, et al.
(2001) Lack of cross-species transmission of porcine endogenous retrovirus
infection to nonhuman primate recipients of porcine cells, tissues, or organs.
Transplantation 71: 959–965.
33. Martin U, Steinhoff G, Kiessig V, Chikobava M, Anssar M, et al. (1999) Porcine
endogenous retrovirus is transmitted neither in vivo nor in vitro from porcine
endothelial cells to baboons. Transplant Proc 31: 913–914.
34. Blusch JH, Patience C, Takeuchi Y, Templin C, Roos C, et al. (2000) Infection
of nonhuman primate cells by pig endogenous retrovirus. J Virol 74: 7687–7690.
35. Specke V, Tacke SJ, Boller K, Schwendemann J, Denner J (2001) Porcine
endogenous retroviruses: in vitro host range and attempts to establish small
animal models. J Gen Virol 82: 837–844.
36. Templin C, Schroder C, Simon AR, Laaff G, Kohl J, et al. (2000) Analysis of
potential porcine endogenous retrovirus transmission to baboon in vitro and
in vivo. Transplant Proc 32: 1163–1164.
37. Ritzhaupt A, Van Der Laan LJ, Salomon DR, Wilson CA (2002) Porcine
endogenous retrovirus infects but does not replicate in nonhuman primate
primary cells and cell lines. J Virol 76: 11312–11320.
38. Bartosch B, Stefanidis D, Myers R, Weiss R, Patience C, et al. (2004) Evidence
and consequence of porcine endogenous retrovirus recombination. J Virol 78:
13880–13890.
39. Bartosch B, Weiss RA, Takeuchi Y (2002) PCR-based cloning and immunocytological titration of infectious porcine endogenous retrovirus subgroup A and
B. J Gen Virol 83: 2231–2240.
40. Neil SJ, Zang T, Bieniasz PD (2008) Tetherin inhibits retrovirus release and is
antagonized by HIV-1 Vpu. Nature 451: 425–430.
41. Ericsson TA, Takeuchi Y, Templin C, Quinn G, Farhadian SF, et al. (2003)
Identification of receptors for pig endogenous retrovirus. Proc Natl Acad
Sci U S A 100: 6759–6764.
42. Mattiuzzo G, Matouskova M, Takeuchi Y (2007) Differential resistance to cell
entry by porcine endogenous retrovirus subgroup A in rodent species.
Retrovirology 4: 93.
43. Marcucci KT, Argaw T, Wilson CA, Salomon DR (2009) Identification of two
distinct structural regions in a human porcine endogenous retrovirus receptor,
HuPAR2, contributing to function for viral entry. Retrovirology 6: 3.
44. Lavillette D, Marin M, Ruggieri A, Mallet F, Cosset FL, et al. (2002) The
envelope glycoprotein of human endogenous retrovirus type W uses a divergent
family of amino acid transporters/cell surface receptors. J Virol 76: 6442–6452.
45. Marin M, Lavillette D, Kelly SM, Kabat D (2003) N-linked glycosylation and
sequence changes in a critical negative control region of the ASCT1 and ASCT2
neutral amino acid transporters determine their retroviral receptor functions.
J Virol 77: 2936–2945.
46. Yan Y, Jung YT, Wu T, Kozak CA (2008) Role of receptor polymorphism and
glycosylation in syncytium induction and host range variation of ecotropic
mouse gammaretroviruses. Retrovirology 5: 2.
47. Mattiuzzo G, Ivol S, Takeuchi Y (2010) Regulation of porcine endogenous
retrovirus release by porcine and human tetherins. J Virol 84: 2618–2622.
48. Ekser B, Rigotti P, Gridelli B, Cooper DK (2009) Xenotransplantation of solid
organs in the pig-to-primate model. Transpl Immunol 21: 87–92.
49. Wood A, Webb BL, Bartosch B, Schaller T, Takeuchi Y, et al. (2009) Porcine
endogenous retroviruses PERV A and A/C recombinant are insensitive to a
range of divergent mammalian TRIM5alpha proteins including human
TRIM5alpha. J Gen Virol 90: 702–709.
50. DuBridge RB, Tang P, Hsia HC, Leong PM, Miller JH, et al. (1987) Analysis of
mutation in human cells by using an Epstein-Barr virus shuttle system. Mol Cell
Biol 7: 379–387.
51. Gemeniano M, Mpanju O, Salomon DR, Eiden MV, Wilson CA (2006) The
infectivity and host range of the ecotropic porcine endogenous retrovirus,
PERV-C, is modulated by residues in the C-terminal region of its surface
envelope protein. Virology 346: 108–117.

infection in dogs xenotransplanted with porcine pancreatic islet cells. J Vet Med
Sci 66: 129–135.
Herring C, Quinn G, Bower R, Parsons N, Logan NA, et al. (2001) Mapping
full-length porcine endogenous retroviruses in a large white pig. J Virol 75:
12252–12265.
Lee JH, Webb GC, Allen RD, Moran C (2002) Characterizing and mapping
porcine endogenous retroviruses in Westran pigs. J Virol 76: 5548–5556.
Li Z, Ping Y, Shengfu L, Hong B, Youping L, et al. (2004) Phylogenetic
relationship of porcine endogenous retrovirus (PERV) in Chinese pigs with some
type C retroviruses. Virus Res 105: 167–173.
Rogel-Gaillard C, Bourgeaux N, Billault A, Vaiman M, Chardon P (1999)
Construction of a swine BAC library: application to the characterization and
mapping of porcine type C endoviral elements. Cytogenet Cell Genet 85:
205–211.
Clemenceau B, Jegou D, Martignat L, Sai P (2001) Long-term follow-up failed to
detect in vitro transmission of full-length porcine endogenous retroviruses from
specific pathogen-free pig islets to human cells. Diabetologia 44: 2044–2055.
Cunningham DA, Herring C, Fernandez-Suarez XM, Whittam AJ, Paradis K,
et al. (2001) Analysis of patients treated with living pig tissue for evidence of
infection by porcine endogenous retroviruses. Trends Cardiovasc Med 11:
190–196.
Elliott RB, Escobar L, Garkavenko O, Croxson MC, Schroeder BA, et al. (2000)
No evidence of infection with porcine endogenous retrovirus in recipients of
encapsulated porcine islet xenografts. Cell Transplant 9: 895–901.
Heneine W, Tibell A, Switzer WM, Sandstrom P, Rosales GV, et al. (1998) No
evidence of infection with porcine endogenous retrovirus in recipients of porcine
islet-cell xenografts. Lancet 352: 695–699.
Paradis K, Langford G, Long Z, Heneine W, Sandstrom P, et al. (1999) Search
for cross-species transmission of porcine endogenous retrovirus in patients
treated with living pig tissue. The XEN 111 Study Group. Science 285:
1236–1241.
Patience C, Patton GS, Takeuchi Y, Weiss RA, McClure MO, et al. (1998) No
evidence of pig DNA or retroviral infection in patients with short-term
extracorporeal connection to pig kidneys. Lancet 352: 699–701.
Wilson CA, Wong S, VanBrocklin M, Federspiel MJ (2000) Extended analysis of
the in vitro tropism of porcine endogenous retrovirus. J Virol 74: 49–56.
Oldmixon BA, Wood JC, Ericsson TA, Wilson CA, White-Scharf ME, et al.
(2002) Porcine endogenous retrovirus transmission characteristics of an inbred
herd of miniature swine. J Virol 76: 3045–3048.
Wood JC, Quinn G, Suling KM, Oldmixon BA, Van Tine BA, et al. (2004)
Identification of exogenous forms of human-tropic porcine endogenous
retrovirus in miniature Swine. J Virol 78: 2494–2501.
Denner J (2008) Recombinant porcine endogenous retroviruses (PERV-A/C): a
new risk for xenotransplantation? Arch Virol 153: 1421–1426.
Denner J (2003) Porcine endogenous retroviruses (PERVs) and xenotransplantation: screening for transmission in several clinical trials and in experimental
models using non-human primates. Ann Transplant 8: 39–48.
Moscoso I, Hermida-Prieto M, Manez R, Lopez-Pelaez E, Centeno A, et al.
(2005) Lack of cross-species transmission of porcine endogenous retrovirus in
pig-to-baboon xenotransplantation with sustained depletion of anti-alphagal
antibodies. Transplantation 79: 777–782.
Nishitai R, Ikai I, Shiotani T, Katsura N, Matsushita T, et al. (2005) Absence of
PERV infection in baboons after transgenic porcine liver perfusion. J Surg Res
124: 45–51.
Simon AR, Templin C, Schroder C, Laaff G, Tessmann R, et al. (2003) No
evidence for productive PERV infection of baboon cells in in vivo infection
model. Ann Transplant 8: 24–34.
Specke V, Plesker R, Wood J, Coulibaly C, Suling K, et al. (2009) No in vivo
infection of triple immunosuppressed non-human primates after inoculation with
high titers of porcine endogenous retroviruses. Xenotransplantation 16: 34–44.

PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

8

October 2010 | Volume 5 | Issue 10 | e13203

