
Annex 4.1 
Tables on work and retirement 

Table 4A.1. Self-reported labour market status, by gender and age group

50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 70–74 75–79 80+
% % % % % % %

Men 
Employed 64.8 53.9 33.5 4.8 2.2 0.0 0.4
Self-employed 16.3 15.4 10.0 4.4 2.3 2.3 0.5
Retired 5.1 11.6 33.5 87.0 92.6 95.5 96.7
Unemployed 3.3 4.0 3.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick  7.9 12.3 16.4 2.0 0.9 1.0 0.9
Other 2.6 2.9 3.0 1.8 2.0 1.3 1.6

Women 
Employed 64.0 51.7 20.7 5.8 0.9 0.2 0.2
Self-employed 7.0 4.8 3.0 1.8 0.8 0.3 0.1
Retired 3.0 10.9 55.1 74.4 76.9 78.4 75.9
Unemployed 1.6 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick  8.0 11.1 3.7 2.3 3.2 3.1 4.7
Other 16.4 20.8 17.6 15.7 18.2 18.1 19.1

All 
Employed 64.4 52.8 27.0 5.3 1.5 0.1 0.2
Self-employed 11.6 10.0 6.4 3.0 1.5 1.2 0.2
Retired 4.0 11.3 44.5 80.4 84.1 85.7 83.3
Unemployed 2.5 2.4 1.8 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick  7.9 11.7 9.9 2.1 2.2 2.2 3.4
Other 9.6 11.9 10.5 9.1 10.8 10.8 12.8
   
Sample size: 
Men 887 1008 796 794 663 493 470
Women 1081 1157 873 901 789 585 737
All 1968 2165 1669 1695 1452 1078 1207
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Table 4A.2. Labour market activity, by gender and age group 

50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 70–74 75–79 80+
% % % % % % %

Men 
Employment 69.9 59.9 38.4 11.7 8.0 2.0 0.6
Self-employment 17.6 15.6 11.0 5.6 3.8 3.1 0.5
Voluntary work 8.7 8.5 10.3 12.9 13.9 11.5 7.2

Women 
Employment 68.2 55.7 25.8 10.2 3.2 0.8 0.3
Self-employment 8.3 6.3 4.7 2.9 1.2 0.8 0.1
Voluntary work 9.1 13.3 16.6 17.0 13.5 12.9 6.2

All 
Employment 69.0 57.7 31.9 10.9 5.4 1.3 0.4
Self-employment 12.9 10.9 7.8 4.2 2.4 1.8 0.2
Voluntary work 8.9 10.9 13.6 15.0 13.7 12.3 6.6
   
Sample size: 
Men 887 1008 796 794 663 493 470
Women 1081 1157 873 901 789 585 737
All 1968 2165 1669 1695 1452 1078 1207
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Table 4A.3. Self-reported labour market status, by gender, self-reported health status 
and age group 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 
Excel./ 

v.g. 
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel./ 

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel./ 

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel./ 

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 

% % % % % % % % % % % % 
Men                    
Employed 71.5 67.9 40.2 60.1 59.1 34.8 42.1 39.0 14.9 7.4 5.6 0.4 
Self-empl. 17.7 18.3 9.1 17.7 17.1 8.8 13.9 10.7 3.3 7.3 3.6 1.3 
Retired 4.6 4.4 7.5 12.7 13.3 7.2 36.0 31.2 31.9 82.0 87.4 93.2 
Unemployed 3.5 2.3 4.6 4.2 4.8 2.4 2.9 4.6 3.8 0.0 0.4 0.0 
Perm. sick  0.3 4.2 36.2 2.0 3.9 43.8 2.7 10.3 43.8 1.1 0.8 4.4 
Other 2.5 2.9 2.4 3.3 1.7 3.1 2.4 4.2 2.4 2.3 2.2 0.8 
                 
Women                 
Employed 72.7 66.6 36.1 60.9 53.3 31.8 27.5 18.4 10.6 7.1 5.3 4.0 
Self-empl. 8.5 5.4 5.7 6.4 4.9 1.5 4.7 2.1 0.9 1.8 1.8 2.0 
Retired 3.0 1.8 5.1 10.9 11.7 10.2 49.4 60.5 59.1 75.6 75.2 72.0 
Unemployed 1.1 2.7 1.3 0.7 0.5 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Perm. sick  0.3 4.9 33.8 1.2 6.2 36.3 0.5 1.4 12.8 0.3 1.1 8.0 
Other 14.4 18.6 18.0 19.9 23.4 19.3 18.0 17.5 16.7 15.2 16.6 14.0 
                 
All                 
Employed 72.1 67.3 38.1 60.5 56.2 33.2 34.6 27.6 12.9 7.3 5.4 2.0 
Self-empl. 13.1 11.7 7.4 12.0 11.0 5.0 9.2 5.9 2.2 4.3 2.6 1.6 
Retired 3.8 3.1 6.3 11.8 12.5 8.8 42.9 47.5 44.4 78.5 80.6 83.6 
Unemployed 2.3 2.5 2.9 2.4 2.7 1.7 1.4 2.0 2.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Perm. sick  0.3 4.6 34.9 1.6 5.0 40.0 1.6 5.4 29.5 0.6 1.0 6.0 
Other 8.4 11.0 10.4 11.8 12.6 11.4 10.4 11.6 9.0 9.3 10.2 6.8 
             
Sample size:             
Men 449 276 162 459 313 233 357 207 230 312 245 235 
Women 537 335 209 525 351 278 392 271 208 379 319 199 
All 986 611 371 984 664 511 749 478 438 691 564 434 
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Table 4A.3 (contd). Self-reported labour market status, by gender, self-reported 
health status and age group 

70–74 75–79   80+
Excel./ 

v.g. 
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
% % % % % % % % % 

Men             
Employed 2.6 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.6 0.0 
Self-employed 2.3 4.2 0.5 3.8 2.5 0.7 1.5 0.0 0.0 
Retired 91.9 89.8 96.5 94.4 96.7 95.4 96.6 97.1 96.4 
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Perm. sick  0.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 2.9 0.7 0.9 1.2 
Other 3.2 2.3 0.0 1.7 0.9 1.1 0.6 1.5 2.4 
             
Women             
Employed 1.1 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 
Self-employed 1.5 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 
Retired 78.2 79.5 73.3 75.3 78.9 81.0 80.5 73.2 74.2 
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Perm. sick  0.4 1.3 7.9 0.6 2.0 7.0 1.7 5.2 7.0 
Other 18.9 17.5 18.0 22.7 19.1 12.0 17.4 21.2 18.8 
             
All             
Employed 1.8 2.2 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 
Self-employed 1.9 2.4 0.2 2.2 1.0 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 
Retired 84.8 84.2 83.1 83.7 86.0 87.5 86.0 81.5 82.5 
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Perm. sick  0.2 0.7 5.9 0.3 1.2 5.1 1.4 3.7 4.8
Other 11.3 10.6 10.4 13.5 11.8 7.1 11.6 14.3 12.7 

         
Sample size:             
Men 257 206 200 170 153 169 139 143 188 
Women 272 248 269 189 208 188 227 233 277 
All 529 454 469 359 361 357 366 376 465 
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Table 4A.4. Labour market activity, by gender, self-reported health status and age 
group 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 
Excel./ 

v.g. 
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
% % % % % % % % % % % % 

Men                    
Employment 78.0 72.0 43.2 67.8 65.1 37.4 49.2 42.6 17.4 17.9 12.1 2.5 
Self-empl. 20.2 18.2 9.1 17.3 18.4 8.7 16.7 9.6 3.3 8.5 5.9 1.3 
Volunt. work 10.8 5.0 9.0 9.7 11.3 2.5 13.7 8.2 7.0 17.7 14.0 5.4 

                
Women                
Employment 78.4 68.5 40.0 65.0 56.8 36.4 34.5 23.1 12.6 13.1 10.8 3.9 
Self-empl. 10.9 6.1 5.3 7.8 7.4 2.0 6.8 4.0 1.7 3.1 3.0 2.5 
Volunt. work 9.6 8.0 9.2 14.4 14.5 9.9 19.5 19.4 7.5 23.0 16.2 7.0 

                
All                
Employment 78.2 70.2 41.5 66.4 61.0 36.9 41.6 31.8 15.2 15.3 11.4 3.2 
Self-empl. 15.5 12.0 7.1 12.5 12.9 5.3 11.6 6.5 2.6 5.6 4.3 1.8 
Volunt. work 10.2 6.6 9.1 12.1 12.9 6.3 16.7 14.4 7.3 20.6 15.2 6.1 

               
Sample size:                 
Men 449 276 162 459 313 233 357 207 230 312 245 235 
Women 537 335 209 525 351 278 392 271 208 379 319 199 
All 986 611 371 984 664 511 749 478 438 691 564 434 

Table 4A.4 (contd). Labour market activity, by gender, self-reported health status and 
age group 

70–74 75–79   80+
Excel/ 

v.g. 
Good Fair/

poor 
Excel/

v.g.
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel/

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor 
% % % % % % % % %

Men            
Employment 11.6 9.8 1.5 3.7 2.5 0.0 1.4 0.6 0.0

Self-empl. 4.2 5.1 1.9 4.9 2.5 1.7 1.5 0.0 0.0
Volunt. work 19.0 12.2 9.1 14.4 14.2 6.2 11.1 7.5 3.9

            
Women             
Employment 5.7 2.8 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.0
Self-empl. 2.6 1.1 0.0 1.5 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.0
Volunt. work 21.0 13.9 5.5 20.4 14.8 3.1 9.7 6.2 3.2

            
All            
Employment 8.5 6.0 1.3 2.2 1.5 0.3 0.9 0.5 0.0
Self-empl. 3.4 3.0 0.8 3.0 1.2 1.1 0.7 0.0 0.0
Volunt. work 20.1 13.1 7.0 17.7 14.5 4.5 10.2 6.6 3.5
         
Sample size:             
Men 257 206 200 170 153 169 139 143 188 
Women 272 248 269 189 208 188 227 233 277 
All 529 454 469 359 361 357 366 376 465 
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Table 4A.5. Percentage economically active, by gender, self-reported health status and 
age group 

  50–54    55–59    60–64    65+ 
Excel./ 

v.g. 
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/ 

poor 
Excel./

v.g.
Good Fair/

poor
% % % % % % % % % % % %

Men 92.3 87.5 50.5 81.7 80.2 46.1 62.1 53.3 22.1 15.1 10.4 2.2
Women 86.9 75.3 45.3 71.3 63.8 39.2 40.9 26.6 14.9 7.4 5.1 2.0
      
N men 449 276 162 459 313 233 357 207 230 878 747 792
N women 537 335 209 525 351 278 392 271 208 1067 1008 933

Table 4A.6. Percentage economically active, by age, gender and mobility 
limitations 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65+ 

None 
One or 

more
None

One or 
more

None
One or 

more 
None

One or 
more

% % % % % % % %
Men 91.5 66.2 81.1 60.8 59.8 35.3 13.5 6.8
Women 84.9 64.7 69.2 54.7 38.7 24.6 9.2 3.6

N men 593 294 593 414 416 379 936 1482
N women 571 509 529 626 353 518 751 2256
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Table 4A.8. Normal work hours per week, by age, gender and mobility 
limitations: economically active only 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65+ 
None One or 

more
None One or 

more
None One or 

more 
None One or 

more

Men       
< 10 1.0 1.0 1.2 3.3 4.9 3.8 25.4 26.4
10–20 2.0 1.5 1.8 3.4 10.5 5.5 14.9 21.1
20–30 2.0 4.4 5.8 5.2 8.7 6.4 18.1 19.3
30+ 95.1 93.2 91.3 88.1 76.0 84.2 41.7 33.3
             

Average hours 44.6 43.4 43.7 41.9 37.4 39.4 24.9 24.8
       
Women       
< 10 5.5 6.0 6.4 10.1 13.2 12.8 32.2 34.4
10–20 13.4 14.7 19.5 15.9 26.6 30.5 31.4 33.6
20–30 21.2 20.0 20.3 22.2 26.8 27.0 21.5 14.2
30+ 60.0 59.4 53.8 51.9 33.4 29.6 15.0 17.8
       

Average hours 31.4 30.0 29.6 28.3 24.6 23.8 16.8 16.0
       
All       
< 10 2.9 3.9 3.3 7.0 7.7 8.2 27.9 30.1
10–20 6.9 9.2 9.0 10.2 15.9 17.6 21.0 26.9
20–30 10.2 13.5 11.7 14.5 14.8 16.4 19.3 16.9
30+ 80.1 73.3 76.1 68.3 61.5 57.9 31.8 26.1
             

Average hours 39.0 35.6 38.0 34.5 33.1 31.9 21.9 20.7

   
Sample size: 
Men 542 194 477 253 243 129 124 99
Women 475 321 362 336 128 127 72 88
All 1017 515 839 589 371 256 196 187
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Table 4A.9. Job type, by age, gender and self-reported health status: economically 
active only 

50–54 55–59
 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All

Men      
Sedentary 41.0 38.6 31.8 39.2 41.8 35.6 35.2 38.7
Standing 22.3 21.1 23.0 22.0 25.9 26.0 23.6 25.6
Physical 25.0 31.0 30.3 27.5 22.9 30.1 33.4 26.9
Heavy manual 11.7 9.3 15.0 11.3 9.4 8.4 7.8 8.8
           
Women           
Sedentary 41.8 37.3 31.5 39.2 37.0 37.3 33.5 36.6
Standing 38.9 41.7 40.9 40.0 38.9 37.7 40.6 38.8
Physical 18.4 20.1 24.2 19.6 23.6 23.6 25.1 23.8
Heavy manual 1.0 0.8 3.4 1.2 0.6 1.4 0.9 0.9
      
All           
Sedentary 41.4 38.0 31.7 39.2 39.5 36.4 34.4 37.7
Standing 30.3 30.9 31.7 30.6 32.1 31.2 31.6 31.7
Physical 21.8 25.8 27.3 23.7 23.2 27.2 29.5 25.5
Heavy manual 6.5 5.3 9.4 6.4 5.2 5.3 4.6 5.1
    
Sample size:           
Men 413 241 83 737 373 250 109 732
Women 463 250 93 806 373 221 109 703
All 876 491 176 1543 746 471 218 1435

Table 4A.9 (contd). Job type, by age, gender and self-reported health status: 
economically active only 

60–64 65+
 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All

Men     
Sedentary 30.0 26.6 28.9 28.9 30.9 31.7 – 30.9
Standing 22.4 27.0 32.2 25.0 27.2 32.9 – 29.2
Physical 33.5 35.5 37.1 34.5 38.8 34.1 – 37.7
Heavy manual 14.1 10.9 1.9 11.6 3.1 1.4 – 2.3
          
Women          
Sedentary 34.4 32.3 [24.4] 32.7 41.5 28.3 – 36.1
Standing 43.3 43.6 [42.9] 43.3 37.2 53.9 – 42.4
Physical 21.0 24.2 [32.7] 23.2 21.3 17.8 – 21.5
Heavy manual 1.4 0.0 [0.0] 0.8 0.0 0.0 – 0.0
     
All           
Sedentary 31.8 28.7 27.2 30.4 35.0 30.3 [31.0] 33.0
Standing 31.0 33.3 36.1 32.3 31.1 41.5 [30.2] 34.6
Physical 28.3 31.2 35.5 30.0 32.0 27.4 [38.8] 31.1
Heavy manual 8.9 6.8 1.2 7.3 1.9 0.8 [0.0] 1.3
   
Sample size:           
Men 221 111 51 383 133 80 18 231
Women 161 70 31 262 85 57 19 161
All 382 181 82 645 218 137 37 392
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Table 4A.7. Normal work hours per week, by age, gender and self-reported health 
status: economically active only 

 50–54   55–59   60–64   65+  
Excel./ 

v.g. 
Good 

Fair/ 
poor 

Excel./
v.g.

Good
Fair/
poor

Excel./
v.g.

Good 
Fair/ 
poor 

Excel./
v.g.

Good
Fair/
poor

     
Men      
< 10 1.2 0.0 2.5 1.0 2.4 3.9 6.0 2.6 [2.0] 25.5 24.1 –
10–20 1.7 2.3 1.2 2.1 2.3 3.4 7.6 11.3 [8.3] 20.9 10.3 –
20–30 2.6 1.5 6.2 7.2 4.2 3.3 9.2 6.1 [6.1] 18.1 18.5 –
30+ 94.5 96.2 90.1 89.8 91.1 89.3 77.2 80.0 [83.7] 35.5 47.2 –
          
Ave. 
hours 44.6 44.0 43.5 43.2 43.2 42.7 37.6 39.1 [38.1] 22.8 30.0 –

         
Women          
< 10 4.8 6.3 8.5 5.2 11.2 12.2 10.6 12.3 [27.4] 26.8 42.3 –
10–20 14.5 12.1 16.2 18.6 16.1 18.4 29.5 30.4 [18.4] 33.7 29.9 –
20–30 21.9 18.3 21.2 20.5 22.4 21.6 28.1 27.0 [20.1] 18.6 17.5 –
30+ 58.9 63.3 54.1 55.7 50.3 47.8 31.7 30.2 [34.0] 21.0 10.3 –
          
Ave. 
hours 30.7 31.6 29.6 29.9 28.0 27.4 24.4 24.9 [21.4] 18.0 14.5 –
          
All          
< 10 2.9 3.0 5.4 3.0 6.3 7.8 7.9 6.3 11.4 26.0 31.8 [36.7]
10–20 7.9 6.9 8.4 9.9 8.4 10.4 16.6 18.6 12.0 25.9 18.7 [29.9]
20–30 11.9 9.5 13.4 13.5 12.3 11.8 16.9 14.1 11.3 18.3 18.1 [17.7]
30+ 77.3 80.6 72.8 73.7 73.0 70.0 58.6 60.9 65.2 29.8 31.5 [15.7]
          
Ave. 
hours 37.9 38.1 36.8 37.0 36.4 35.6 32.2 33.7 31.9 20.9 23.4 [16.5]

      
N men 413 241 82 371 249 109 216 108 48 132 74 17
N women 458 248 91 368 222 107 156 69 30 85 56 19
N all 871 489 173 739 471 216 372 177 78 217 130 36
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Table 4A.10. SOC (2000), by age, gender and self-reported health status: economically 
active only 

   50–54     55–59  
 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All 

Men           
Managers and senior officials 23.6 15.3 15.0 20.0 19.7 17.2 18.5 18.7 
Professional occupations 17.1 14.7 16.6 16.3 13.6 14.0 8.6 13.0 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 10.7 8.9 10.7 10.1 14.6 11.1 6.4 12.2 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 5.8 2.9 5.6 4.8 4.0 4.9 2.6 4.1 

Skilled trade occupations 20.6 27.1 25.3 23.2 20.0 22.3 18.5 20.6 
Personal service occupations 3.1 1.6 2.4 2.5 3.0 2.5 1.8 2.7 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 1.1 3.1 0.0 1.6 3.4 1.7 5.7 3.2 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 9.7 14.8 17.2 12.1 12.9 12.7 20.4 13.9 

Elementary occupations 8.3 11.8 7.4 9.3 9.0 13.7 17.5 11.9 
           
N 415 242 83 740 375 250 109 734 
           
Women           
Managers and senior officials 9.3 8.2 6.7 8.7 9.4 8.2 4.3 8.2 
Professional occupations 13.6 8.9 6.3 11.4 10.7 8.5 6.5 9.4 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 13.5 8.7 6.5 11.2 12.6 8.4 5.9 10.3 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 26.9 25.3 11.1 24.6 26.7 25.6 21.5 25.6 

Skilled trade occupations 2.5 0.8 5.6 2.3 3.5 3.4 5.0 3.7 
Personal service occupations 14.2 13.7 16.1 14.2 8.9 10.9 18.9 11.1 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 7.0 12.8 15.8 9.8 8.5 12.2 7.0 9.5 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 3.1 3.2 4.5 3.3 3.3 4.5 7.4 4.3 

Elementary occupations 10.0 18.5 27.4 14.6 16.5 18.2 23.6 18.1 
           
N 464 251 92 807 373 222 109 704 
           
All           
Managers and senior officials 16.7 11.9 11.0 14.5 14.8 13.2 11.8 13.8 
Professional occupations 15.4 12.0 11.6 13.9 12.2 11.6 7.6 11.3 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 12.1 8.8 8.7 10.6 13.6 9.9 6.2 11.3 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 16.0 13.5 8.2 14.4 14.8 14.1 11.5 14.1 

Skilled trade occupations 11.8 14.6 15.8 13.2 12.2 13.9 12.2 12.7 
Personal service occupations 8.5 7.3 9.0 8.2 5.8 6.2 9.8 6.6 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 4.0 7.7 7.6 5.6 5.8 6.4 6.3 6.1 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 6.5 9.3 11.1 7.9 8.3 9.0 14.3 9.5 

Elementary occupations 9.1 14.9 17.0 11.8 12.5 15.7 20.4 14.8 
           
N 879 493 175 1547 748 472 218 1438 
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Table 4A.10 (contd). SOC (2000), by age, gender and self-reported health status: 
economically active only 

   60–64     65+ 
 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor All

Men         
Managers and senior officials 14.8 9.9 5.1 12.1 10.8 18.5 – 13.8 
Professional occupations 16.4 8.5 13.1 13.7 12.4 11.9 – 11.7 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 5.8 14.8 9.5 8.9 9.2 9.5 – 9.4 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 2.6 1.6 3.9 2.5 6.6 3.7 – 5.6 

Skilled trade occupations 21.7 29.3 19.3 23.6 26.1 16.5 – 22.1 
Personal service occupations 2.9 4.3 2.7 3.3 1.5 0.0 – 0.9 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 4.8 0.0 1.6 3.0 6.0 9.8 – 7.6 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 18.6 19.0 19.8 18.9 12.5 8.8 – 10.7 

Elementary occupations 12.3 12.7 25.1 14.1 14.9 21.3 – 18.1 
           
N 221 111 51 383 134 80 18 232 
           
Women           
Managers and senior officials 5.9 10.6 [12.7] 8.0 3.7 8.2 – 4.8 
Professional occupations 12.8 5.4 [0.0] 9.3 7.2 10.3 – 9.7 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 12.5 11.5 [11.9] 12.2 9.3 6.6 – 7.9 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 22.3 16.6 [21.9] 20.7 26.8 22.0 – 24.2 

Skilled trades occupations 4.1 4.1 [0.0] 3.6 8.2 5.5 – 6.9 
Personal service occupations 11.7 20.7 [17.6] 14.8 9.1 14.8 – 10.6 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 12.5 15.9 [9.6] 13.1 10.2 9.4 – 8.6 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 2.3 2.7 [3.9] 2.6 3.4 1.9 – 3.0 

Elementary occupations 16.0 12.5 [22.6] 15.8 22.2 21.4 – 24.3 
           
N 161 71 31 263 85 57 19 161 
           
All           
Managers and senior officials 11.2 10.2 7.8 10.5 8.1 14.3 [7.5] 10.1 
Professional occupations 14.9 7.3 8.4 11.9 10.4 11.2 [12.6] 10.9 
Associate professional and 
technical occupations 8.6 13.5 10.4 10.2 9.2 8.3 [8.0] 8.8 

Administrative and secretarial 
occupations 10.7 7.4 10.4 9.7 14.4 11.2 [12.7] 13.2 

 Skilled trades occupations 14.5 19.6 12.3 15.6 19.2 12.0 [10.6] 15.9 
Personal service occupations 6.5 10.6 8.1 7.9 4.5 6.1 [3.1] 4.9 
Sales and customer service 
occupations 8.0 6.1 4.5 7.0 7.6 9.6 [4.8] 8.0 

Process, plant and machine 
operatives etc. 11.9 12.8 14.0 12.4 9.0 6.0 [4.9] 7.6 

Elementary occupations 13.8 12.6 24.2 14.8 17.7 21.3 [36.0] 20.7 
           
N 382 182 82 646 219 137 37 393 
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Table 4A.11. Expectations of health limiting ability to work, by self-reported health 
status and type of job 

a) Economically active men aged 50–54 

Excellent or very good    Good, fair or poor 
Probability Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All

0% 4.7 10.2 14.9 9.6 5.9 0.0 6.2 4.7
1%–39% 60.4 48.4 38.8 49.9 34.7 30.5 23.3 29.1
40%–60% 19.8 28.7 28.0 24.7 38.1 40.0 41.1 39.7
61%–99% 15.1 12.7 17.7 15.5 20.6 25.0 26.1 23.8
100% 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.8 4.6 3.4 2.7

          
Ave. prob. 32.1 34.1 34.4 33.4 43.0 49.7 49.7 47.2

          
N 173 89 142 404 122 70 128 320

b) Economically active men aged 55–59 

Excellent or very good    Good, fair or poor 
Probability Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All

0% 10.7 6.0 9.9 9.2 6.7 15.9 8.3 9.7
1%–39% 55.7 43.3 31.2 44.7 30.1 28.2 27.6 28.7
40%–60% 16.5 26.0 29.3 23.0 35.3 32.9 38.2 35.8
61%–99% 15.9 22.6 27.2 21.2 24.9 22.0 25.3 24.3
100% 1.2 2.1 2.4 1.8 3.1 1.0 0.6 1.6

          
Ave. prob. 31.4 39.5 43.4 37.3 45.2 38.6 44.9 43.4

          
N 156 96 113 365 124 90 133 347

c) Economically active men aged 60–64 

Excellent or very good    Good, fair or poor 
Probability Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All Sedentary Standing Physical or

heavy manual
All

0% 26.7 30.0 23.8 26.1 [13.2] [20.5] 18.7 17.8
1%–39% 61.2 48.3 46.1 51.0 [47.8] [26.9] 31.8 34.6
40%–60% 5.9 15.8 20.5 15.2 [13.7] [27.9] 32.7 26.3
61%–99% 4.5 5.9 9.6 7.3 [25.3] [20.2] 12.9 18.2
100% 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.5 [0.0] [4.6] 3.9 3.1

          
Ave. prob. 17.5 20.0 25.7 22.0 [34.8] [39.4] 36.1 36.7

          
N 65 50 101 216 44 44 69 157



Work and retirement 

155

Table 4A.11 (contd). Expectations of health limiting ability to work, by self-reported 
health status and type of job 

d) Economically active women aged 50–54 

Excellent or very good    Good, fair or poor 
Probability Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All

0% 12.3 10.0 12.9 11.6 4.0 3.8 1.2 3.3
1%–39% 49.9 39.1 28.3 41.5 25.4 30.7 27.5 28.1
40%–60% 24.0 29.9 29.8 27.5 33.9 32.4 35.3 33.6
61%–99% 13.2 19.4 27.1 18.4 33.4 30.0 33.0 31.9
100% 0.5 1.5 2.0 1.2 3.3 3.1 3.0 3.2

          
Ave. prob. 32.0 38.3 41.4 36.3 51.1 49.2 51.7 50.4

          
N 191 177 89 457 126 138 73 337

e) Economically active women aged 55–59 

Excellent or very good    Good, fair or poor 
Probability Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All Sedentary Standing Physical or 

heavy manual
All

0% 11.7 15.1 8.1 12.2 8.8 7.1 8.3 8.0
1%–39% 54.8 44.0 43.2 47.9 27.7 22.1 20.9 23.9
40%–60% 19.9 21.4 26.7 22.1 35.8 36.8 40.8 37.4
61%–99% 12.9 18.7 20.8 17.0 25.2 25.5 30.0 26.5
100% 0.7 0.8 1.2 0.9 2.6 8.5 0.0 4.2

          
Ave. prob. 28.5 34.5 38.7 33.2 44.9 51.4 48.7 48.3

          
N 138 137 86 361 117 123 76 316
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Table 4A.12. Percentage retired and percentage economically inactive, by age, gender and 
wealth quintile 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 70–74 75–79 80+
Percentage describing themselves as retired or semi-retired: 
Men 5.5 12.6 34.9 88.2 93.5 96.3 96.7
Poorest wealth quintile  3.3 3.9 23.8 88.5 95.4 94.4 91.0
Quintile 2 2.8 7.5 22.9 91.4 93.4 98.2 95.1
Quintile 3 2.9 10.5 31.5 86.2 91.6 98.9 98.3
Quintile 4 6.5 16.6 43.3 89.8 96.9 96.9 99.2
Richest wealth quintile 5 12.3 23.7 51.4 85.3 90.7 92.5 97.9
        
Women 3.3 11.3 56.2 75.2 77.3 78.8 76.0
Poorest wealth quintile  1.6 6.2 55.5 71.1 73.1 85.1 85.3
Quintile 2 2.4 6.5 54.7 74.4 80.0 81.1 78.7
Quintile 3 1.9 9.5 57.1 75.6 80.5 77.0 71.3
Quintile 4 3.6 15.4 58.0 82.0 76.6 79.7 79.4
Richest wealth quintile 5 7.1 20.5 56.5 73.1 77.1 69.9 64.4
        
Percentage economically inactive: 
Men 16.7 27.1 51.7 83.5 89.2 94.9 98.9
Poorest wealth quintile  44.1 49.6 67.6 91.4 92.6 100.0 98.6
Quintile 2 13.2 26.6 47.6 90.7 92.2 95.4 100.0
Quintile 3 6.0 14.3 47.7 79.3 86.9 96.7 99.2
Quintile 4 10.0 20.8 51.1 83.6 93.1 94.9 99.0
Richest wealth quintile 5 15.7 25.6 44.9 72.8 82.3 90.6 97.9
        
Women 24.5 38.7 69.7 86.9 95.9 98.4 99.6
Poorest wealth quintile  47.0 53.8 76.3 91.6 96.2 100.0 100.0
Quintile 2 16.8 35.9 70.0 87.0 96.6 100.0 100.0
Quintile 3 16.0 33.1 70.0 88.7 96.0 99.1 100.0
Quintile 4 15.0 32.5 68.4 82.5 97.0 96.9 100.0
Richest wealth quintile 5 23.4 40.4 63.2 84.7 93.5 95.8 97.8
        
N men 887 1008 796 794 663 493 470
N women 1081 1157 873 901 789 585 737
Note: Wealth quintiles are defined within each five-year age group. 
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Table 4A.13. Self-reported labour market status, by age, gender and marital status  

 50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 
 Single Married Single Married Single Married Single Married

% % % % % % % %
Men         
Employed 45.6 68.8 40.4 57.1 29.1 34.5 4.7 4.8
Self-employed 16.1 16.4 12.5 16.1 10.7 9.8 2.3 4.9
Retired 5.7 4.9 10.4 11.9 33.1 33.6 89.2 86.4
Unemployed 9.0 2.1 9.1 2.7 3.2 3.7 0.6 0.0
Permanently sick  18.2 5.8 24.8 9.4 21.1 15.4 2.0 1.9
Other 5.4 2.0 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 1.2 2.0

      
Women       
Employed 61.3 64.8 51.2 51.8 23.1 19.8 5.6 5.9
Self-employed 5.1 7.6 5.1 4.7 4.6 2.4 2.4 1.5
Retired 3.2 3.0 13.1 10.3 59.5 53.5 81.8 70.5
Unemployed 4.0 0.9 3.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick  20.0 4.4 17.5 9.4 3.9 3.6 2.8 2.0
Other 6.4 19.3 9.8 23.7 8.9 20.8 7.4 20.1
       
All       
Employed 54.6 66.8 46.1 54.4 25.5 27.4 5.3 5.3
Self-employed 9.8 12.1 8.6 10.4 7.1 6.2 2.4 3.3
Retired 4.3 4.0 11.9 11.1 48.8 43.3 84.5 78.8
Unemployed 6.1 1.5 6.0 1.4 1.3 1.9 0.2 0.0
Permanently sick  19.2 5.1 20.9 9.4 10.9 9.6 2.5 2.0
Other 6.0 10.5 6.5 13.3 6.5 11.7 5.1 10.7

        
Sample size:         
Men 150 737 179 829 137 659 164 630
Women 263 818 262 895 237 636 321 580
All 413 1555 441 1724 374 1295 485 1210
Note: ‘Married’ includes married people and those who live as married. 
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Table 4A.13 (contd). Self-reported labour market status, by age, gender and 
marital status 

70–74 75–79 80+
 Single Married Single Married Single Married

% % % % % %
Men 
Employed 1.4 2.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4
Self-employed 2.7 2.2 1.5 2.6 0.5 0.4
Retired 94.0 92.2 97.2 94.8 97.9 95.7
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick 1.3 0.8 1.4 0.8 0.6 1.2
Other 0.7 2.3 0.0 1.7 0.6 2.3
     
Women     
Employed 0.3 1.4 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0
Self-employed 0.3 1.2 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.0
Retired 85.0 70.1 82.7 71.8 78.4 64.7
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick 3.0 3.4 2.7 3.8 4.9 4.2
Other 11.4 23.9 14.0 24.1 16.4 31.0
     
All     
Employed 0.6 2.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2
Self-employed 1.0 1.8 0.6 1.7 0.2 0.3
Retired 87.6 82.2 86.4 85.2 82.9 84.2
Unemployed 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Permanently sick 2.6 2.0 2.3 2.1 3.9 2.3
Other 8.3 12.1 10.5 11.1 12.8 12.9

Sample size: 
Men 145 518 137 356 213 257
Women 368 421 346 239 587 150
All 513 939 483 595 800 407
Note: ‘Married’ includes married people and those who live as married. 
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Table 4A.14. Labour market activity, by gender, marital status and age group 

50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69
 Single Married Single Married Single Married Single Married

% % % % % % % %
Men 
Employment 52.3 73.5 43.8 63.7 31.3 40.0 5.3 13.4
Self-employment 15.9 17.9 12.9 16.2 8.5 11.5 5.2 5.7
Voluntary work 3.7 9.8 5.1 9.3 7.5 11.0 7.8 14.3

      
Women       
Employment 65.4 69.0 54.5 56.0 26.1 25.7 9.3 10.7
Self-employment 5.1 9.3 7.2 6.1 6.1 4.2 3.9 2.4
Voluntary work 7.1 9.6 9.4 14.4 16.4 16.7 17.8 16.5

      
All       
Employment 59.8 71.3 49.5 59.8 28.2 33.0 7.8 12.1
Self-employment 9.7 13.7 9.8 11.1 7.1 8.0 4.4 4.1
Voluntary work 5.6 9.7 7.4 11.9 12.8 13.8 14.2 15.4
   
Sample size: 
Men 150 737 179 829 137 659 164 630
Women 263 818 262 895 237 636 321 580
All 413 1555 441 1724 374 1295 485 1210
Note: ‘Married’ includes married people and those who live as married. 

Table 4A.14 (contd). Labour market activity, by gender, marital status and 
age group 

70–74 75–79 80+
 Single Married Single Married Single Married

% % % % % %
Men     
Employment 5.3 8.8 2.2 2.0 0.9 0.4
Self-employment 4.0 3.7 2.2 3.4 0.0 0.8
Voluntary work 11.6 14.6 7.1 13.1 6.2 7.9

         
Women          
Employment 2.9 3.5 0.5 1.2 0.2 0.8
Self-employment 1.3 1.2 0.6 1.1 0.1 0.0
Voluntary work 14.8 12.4 15.5 9.1 6.2 6.4

         
All     
Employment 3.6 6.4 1.0 1.7 0.4 0.5
Self-employment 2.1 2.6 1.0 2.4 0.1 0.5
Voluntary work 13.9 13.6 13.4 11.4 6.2 7.4

Sample size:          
Men 145 518 137 356 213 257
Women 368 421 346 239 587 150
All 513 939 483 595 800 407
Note: ‘Married’ includes married people and those who live as married. 



Work and retirement 

160

Table 4A.15. Percentage economically active, by partner’s activity 
status, gender and age group: married or living-as-married 
individuals only 

50–54 55–59 60–64
Men  86.9 76.9 50.3 
Partner economically inactive 72.7 63.8 35.7 
Partner economically active 91.5 84.7 67.6 
    
Women  77.1 62.0 29.7 
Partner economically inactive 62.9 47.9 22.2 
Partner economically active 82.5 72.2 43.7 

Sample sizes: 
Men 736 830 660 
Partner economically inactive 183 307 354 
Partner economically active 553 523 306 

Women 819 894 635 
Partner economically inactive 238 385 423 
Partner economically active 581 509 212 

Table 4A.16. Current and lifetime private pension status, by age, gender and labour 
market activity status 

Percentage currently contributing to: Percentage ever contributed to: 
 None Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
Don’t 
know 

type

None Defined 
benefit 

Defined 
contribution

Both N

% % % % % % % %
Men 
50–54 31.7 30.1 36.8 1.3 8.6 44.4 28.4 18.6 887
Active 20.0 36.1 42.3 1.6 5.4 43.0 30.8 20.8 740
Inactive 90.0 0.6 9.4 0.0 24.4 51.5 16.5 7.6 147
       
55–59 43.8 20.2 33.9 2.0 11.2 45.3 25.7 17.7 1008
Active 27.0 27.4 43.1 2.5 6.2 42.6 30.2 21.0 736
Inactive 89.1 1.0 9.2 0.7 24.7 52.6 13.8 8.9 272
       
60–64 66.0 9.7 21.9 2.4 13.9 50.9 22.9 12.3 796
Active 39.0 19.0 37.3 4.7 13.4 50.7 23.0 12.9 384
Inactive 91.2 1.1 7.6 0.3 17.4 59.3 14.7 8.6 412
       
Women    
50–54 48.3 25.9 20.8 4.9 33.0 36.9 19.2 11.0 1081
Active 33.8 34.0 25.7 6.5 22.2 42.0 22.7 13.1 808
Inactive 93.0 1.1 5.9 0.0 65.6 22.0 8.4 4.0 273
       
55–59 60.7 19.4 15.2 4.7 36.1 38.1 16.4 9.5 1157
Active 40.7 30.7 21.5 7.0 24.5 42.0 21.3 12.3 705
Inactive 92.3 1.5 5.2 0.9 54.4 33.0 8.6 4.0 452
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Table 4A.17. Reasons for retirement, by age of retirement relative to state pension age (SPA) 
and normal retirement age (NRA)

Percentage reporting reason for retirement All individuals Retired with private pension 
and a reported NRA 

Retired before
SPA

Retired at or 
after SPA 

Retired before
NRA

Retired at or 
after NRA

     
Men      
Reached retirement age 7.7 75.1  0.0 69.8
Own ill health 27.1 6.6  27.9 6.1
Made redundant / dismissed / 
    had no choice / could not find another job 23.6 6.7  22.2 11.7
Offered reasonable financial terms to retire  
    early or take voluntary redundancy 23.2 1.9  33.4 0.0
Fed up with job and wanted a change 8.0 3.6  9.5 3.9
To enjoy life while still young and fit enough 17.3 8.9  18.4 11.7
To spend more time with partner/family 6.6 5.3  6.8 5.9
Ill health of a relative/friend 5.2 1.7  5.0 1.6
To retire at the same time as husband/wife/partner 1.7 1.4  2.0 1.6
Other  9.9 8.9  9.5 9.3
           
Women           
Reached retirement age 2.1 58.3  0.3 67.5
Own ill health 26.2 10.0  34.0 6.2
Made redundant / dismissed / 
    had no choice / could not find another job 14.1 7.8  13.3 8.8
Offered reasonable financial terms to retire  
    early or take voluntary redundancy 7.7 0.8  19.4 0.0
Fed up with job and wanted a change 8.1 5.6  10.3 6.9
To enjoy life while still young and fit enough 13.8 11.2  17.6 14.3
To spend more time with partner/family 19.1 9.5  13.5 9.3
Ill health of a relative/friend 11.3 4.4  10.0 3.7
To retire at the same time as husband/wife/partner 7.9 5.7  7.8 4.7
Other  16.6 10.6  10.9 9.0

Sample size: 
Men 1762 923 1287 913
Women 1333 1610 625 656

Note: Respondents were asked to report all relevant reasons for retirement. 
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Table 4A.18. Percentage retired, by age, gender and private pension status 

 50–54 55–59 60–64 All 50–64 All 65+ All

% self-reported retired or semi-retired: 

All men 5.5 12.6 34.9 16.2 93.0 50.3
Of which: 
 No private pension 7.6 6.0 25.3 13.2 90.6 59.6
 Private pension  5.4 13.5 36.4 16.6 93.7 48.7
 Of which: 
  Defined benefit  8.5 20.8 45.2 23.9 95.2 60.7
  Defined contribution 2.2 4.7 19.6 7.4 86.4 28.2
  Other 2.6 7.4 31.3 10.6 91.3 28.5
       
All women 3.3 11.3 56.2 21.2 76.7 49.2
Of which: 
 No private pension 2.1 8.1 55.2 22.0 72.5 54.6
 Private pension  3.8 13.2 57.1 20.7 85.2 43.4
 Of which: 
  Defined benefit  5.0 15.5 60.9 24.9 87.4 52.0
  Defined contribution 1.7 7.6 48.7 14.4 69.7 25.4
  Other 3.8 13.7 [48.5] 14.2 [86.5] 22.7
       
Sample sizes:       
Men 887 1008 796 2691 2420 5111
 No private pension 72 109 104 285 480 765
 Private pension  815 899 692 2406 1940 4346
  Defined benefit  395 458 405 1258 1504 2762
  Defined contribution 251 259 182 692 287 979
  Other 169 182 105 456 149 605
       
Women 1081 1157 873 3111 3012 6123
 No private pension 353 412 385 1150 1952 3102
 Private pension  728 745 488 1961 1060 3021
  Defined benefit  401 446 338 1185 892 2077
  Defined contribution 206 189 112 507 130 637
  Other 121 110 38 269 38 307
Note: ‘Other’ includes people who have contributed both to a defined benefit and a defined contribution pension 
and those who do not know the type of pension they are contributing to or have ever contributed to. 
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Table 4A.19. Expectations of working after age 55/60/65, by self-reported health 
status and age group: economically active individuals 

a) Economically active men 

Men 50–59    Men 60–64 Probability of 
working after 
age 60 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total 

Probability of
working after 

age 65

0% 7.6 7.2 11.3 7.9 21.2 29.0 [33.0] 25.0 0%
1%–39% 12.7 13.3 9.1 12.5 17.2 17.8 [23.7] 18.2 1%–39%
40%–60% 16.9 20.5 22.8 18.8 19.2 17.1 [16.5] 18.2 40%–60%
61%–99% 34.1 33.1 34.0 33.8 20.0 13.6 [18.4] 18.0 61%–99%
100% 28.8 25.9 22.7 27.1 22.4 22.5 [8.4] 20.6 100%

    
Ave. prob. 67.7 66.1 62.7 66.6 50.6 45.3 [34.7] 47.0 Ave. prob.
     
N 781 482 188 1451 218 109 49 376 N

b) Economically active women  

Women 50–54    Women 55–59 Probability of 
working after 
age 55 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total

Probability of
working after 

age 60

0% 2.5 2.6 3.2 2.6 15.7 22.0 26.8 19.3 0%
1%–39% 4.3 6.1 4.4 4.9 18.3 14.9 15.9 16.9 1%–39%
40%–60% 11.5 11.4 12.7 11.6 18.1 20.4 18.4 18.8 40%–60%
61%–99% 33.5 34.8 38.2 34.4 25.5 25.4 21.1 24.8 61%–99%
100% 48.2 45.2 41.5 46.5 22.5 17.3 18.0 20.2 100%

    
Ave. prob. 83.0 81.3 79.5 82.1 54.8 50.4 47.6 52.4 Ave. prob.

   
N 463 251 92 806 368 217 108 693 N
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Table 4A.20. Expectations of working after age 55/60/65, by type of pension currently 
contributing to and age group: economically active individuals 

a) Economically active men 

Men 50–59    Men 60–64 Probability of 
working after 
age 60 State Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
All State Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contributio
All

Probability of
working after 

age 65

0% 8.3 13.6 3.3 7.9 23.2 36.1 21.5 25.0 0%
1%–39% 10.6 19.4 8.3 12.5 20.0 17.4 16.6 18.2 1%–39%
40%–60% 18.4 18.0 19.6 18.8 20.4 15.5 17.1 18.2 40%–60%
61%–99% 35.5 30.2 35.5 33.8 15.2 16.0 22.2 18.0 61%–99%
100% 27.1 18.9 33.3 27.1 21.2 15.0 22.7 20.6 100%

    
Ave. prob. 67.4 56.2 74.0 66.6 46.8 37.8 51.9 47.0 Ave. prob.

     
N 368 465 619 1452 162 71 143 376 N

b) Economically active women 

Women 50–54    Women 55–59 Probability of 
working after 

age 55 State Defined 
benefit

Defined 
contribution

All State Defined 
benefit

Defined 
contribution

All

Probability of 
working after 

age 60 

0% 2.8 2.7 2.1 2.6 18.7 19.7 20.3 19.3 0%
1%–39% 5.4 3.8 5.4 4.9 14.6 18.4 19.8 16.9 1%–39%
40%–60% 13.2 11.3 9.5 11.6 19.6 19.1 16.8 18.8 40%–60%
61%–99% 33.2 39.3 29.9 34.4 25.3 23.6 25.5 24.8 61%–99%
100% 45.3 42.9 53.1 46.5 22.0 19.2 17.7 20.2 100%

   
Ave. prob. 80.4 82.6 83.9 82.1 54.0 51.1 50.5 52.4 Ave. prob.

    
N 323 274 209 806 330 214 149 693 N
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Table 4A.21. Expectations of working after age 55/60/65, by type of private pension 
ever contributed to and age group: economically active individuals 

a) Economically active men 

Men 50–59    Men 60–64 Probability of 
working after 
age 60 None Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
Other None Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
Other

Probability of 
working after 

age 65 

0% 4.8 12.5 4.4 4.4 [31.0] 29.9 17.4 24.2 0%
1%–39% 1.3 18.2 9.8 7.6 [11.1] 17.8 17.7 24.0 1%–39%
40%–60% 21.8 17.5 18.9 20.5 [24.0] 19.0 17.7 14.3 40%–60%
61%–99% 41.9 31.8 32.6 37.3 [13.6] 15.4 19.8 23.0 61%–99%
100% 30.2 20.1 34.3 30.1 [20.3] 17.9 27.5 14.5 100%

         
Ave. prob. 75.5 58.4 72.8 72.0 [46.5] 42.5 55.0 43.2 Ave. prob.

          
N 82 624 440 306 35 151 122 68 N
Note: ‘Other’ includes individuals who have contributed both to a DB and a DC pension and those who do 
not know the type of pension they are or have been contributing to.  

b) Economically active women 

Women 50–54    Women 55–59 Probability of 
working after 
age 55 None Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
Other None Defined 

benefit
Defined 

contribution
Other

Probability of
working after 

age 60

0% 2.6 3.3 1.7 2.0 17.4 19.5 20.1 21.4 0%
1%–39% 5.6 4.5 4.6 5.6 16.0 15.8 19.4 18.1 1%–39%
40%–60% 12.5 11.2 9.4 15.3 20.2 19.9 14.5 20.1 40%–60%
61%–99% 32.9 39.7 32.5 23.5 24.9 26.2 24.0 21.4 61%–99%
100% 46.5 41.4 51.8 53.6 21.5 18.8 22.1 19.0 100%

         
Ave. prob. 80.9 81.0 85.2 82.1 53.5 52.4 52.0 50.3 Ave. prob.

          
N 175 339 183 109 166 293 147 87 N
Note: ‘Other’ includes individuals who have contributed both to a DB and a DC pension and those who do 
not know the type of pension they are or have been contributing to.  
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Table 4A.22. Expectations of working after age 55/60/65, by self-reported health 
status and age group: economically inactive individuals 

a) Economically inactive men 

Men 50–59    Men 60–64 Probability of 
working after 
age 60 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total

Probability of
working after 

age 65

0% 54.5 58.0 73.1 64.5 73.6 82.6 90.3 82.9 0%
1%–39% 23.3 14.3 14.1 16.7 17.8 7.5 8.4 11.3 1%–39%
40%–60% 12.3 14.0 7.2 10.2 4.6 3.8 0.7 2.7 40%–60%
61%–99% 8.1 6.8 4.5 6.0 3.1 4.1 0.6 2.3 61%–99%
100% 1.8 6.9 1.1 2.6 1.0 2.1 0.0 0.8 100%

    
Ave. prob. 17.5 21.1 10.4 14.8 7.8 8.3 1.8 5.4 Ave. prob.

      
N 115 96 198 409 134 96 174 404 N

b) Economically inactive women 

Women 50–54    Women 55–59 Probability of 
working after 
age 55 Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total Excel./v.g. Good Fair/poor Total

Probability of
working after 

age 60

0% 53.6 55.8 76.6 63.8 70.8 68.4 81.8 74.2 0%
1%–39% 21.3 21.4 12.8 17.8 17.5 22.6 11.0 16.5 1%–39%
40%–60% 16.8 12.8 9.8 12.6 5.6 3.8 3.4 4.3 40%–60%
61%–99% 5.6 6.6 0.8 3.9 4.5 1.7 3.3 3.3 61%–99%
100% 2.7 3.4 0.0 1.8 1.7 3.5 0.5 1.8 100%

   
Ave. prob. 18.9 19.1 8.1 14.5 10.5 9.5 6.4 8.7 Ave. prob.

     
N 72 83 115 270 151 125 164 440 N


