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The Five Laws of Library Science 
 
1. Books are for use. 
2. Every reader his book. 
3. Every book its reader. 
4. Save the time of the reader. 
5. The library is a growing organism. 

~ S.R. Ranganathan. 2nd ed. 1957. 



Objects 
 
1.  To enable a person to find a book of  
      which either 
    (A) the author 
    (B) the title 
    (C) the subject is known. 
2. To show what the library has 
    (D) by a given author 
    (E) on a given subject 
    (F) in a given kind of literature 
3. To assist in the choice of a book 
    (G) as to its edition (bibliographically) 
    (H) as to its character (literary or topical) 

 ~ Charles Ammi Cutter. Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue. 3rd ed., 1891 



               Four generic user tasks have been defined for the purposes of this study.    
               The tasks are defined in relation to the elementary uses that are made of  
               the data by the user: 
 
•  to find entities that correspond to the user’s stated search criteria (i.e., to locate 

either a single entity or a set of entities in a file or database as the result of a 
search using an attribute or relationship of the entity); 

•  to identify an entity (i.e., to confirm that the entity described corresponds to the 
entity sought, or to distinguish between two or more entities with similar 
characteristics); 

•  to select an entity that is appropriate to the user’s needs (i.e., to choose an 
entity that meets the user’s requirements with respect to content, physical 
format, etc., or to reject an entity as being inappropriate to the user’s needs); 

•  to acquire or obtain access to the entity described (i.e., to acquire an entity 
through purchase, loan, etc., or to access an entity electronically through an 
online connection to a remote computer). 

http://www.ifla.org/publications/functional-requirements-for-bibliographic-records 
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“Elementary uses” 
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“As we might expect from a man self-educated beyond 
secondary-shool level, we can see a mixture of 
university and popular presses. After establishing that a 
high proportion of the Oxford University Press entries 
on the catalogue actually represent offprints from the 
same journal, we can see that Dent is the publisher 
whose books form the largest part of the collection. 
Dent’s Everyman series …” 




