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Science, Technology and Medicine driven by 
Serials Crisis

No library can ever purchase all the materials it needs

LISU found that the increase in median journal prices for 12 
scholarly journal publishers from 2000-2004 varied from 

27 % (Cambridge University Press) to
94% (Sage)

Over the same period the inflation rate was, on average
2.5%

Key Perspectives, Guide to Scholarly Publishing at 
www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/i)%20Guide%20on%20Scholarly%20Publishing%2
0Trends%20FINAL.doc

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/i) Guide on Scholarly Publishing Trends FINAL.doc
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/i) Guide on Scholarly Publishing Trends FINAL.doc
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Access to the literature – two UK case 
studies

UCL’s published research 
outputs

% available to Nottingham researchers = ?

Less than 60%

National Health Service: 90% of its funded 
research is available online

One NHS Hospital could access what % of 
NHS-funded research?

40%
‘How accessible is NHS-funded research to the general public and to the NHS's 
own researchers?’ M Cockerill, 2004, 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/openaccess/inquiry/refersubmission.PDF

http://www.biomedcentral.com/openaccess/inquiry/refersubmission.PDF
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What is the model for Arts and Humanities?

Many of the issues present in the STM not relevant?
Mandates/Conditions of Grant from external funders? 

Certainly a growing feature for A+H research, but not universal
Journals?

Journals not the unit of scholarly output, but the monograph 
Subscriptions?

Not a major issue for these subject areas
– but libraries have to pay the STM serials invoice first before 

buying anything else
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So the issue is…

Scholarly Communications debate in Arts and Humanities
Not a crisis, but a challenge

A challenge to:
Disseminate more widely
Use modern technology more effectively
Gain greater visibility for Arts and Humanities outputs as a result
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E-Books

Digital Core Readings Service at UCL a major 
development to support E-Learning
Core readings on reading lists are digitised and made 
available via the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment)

See http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/readings.shtml
Very, very popular with students
24x7 access to key texts

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/readings.shtml
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Current E-Book developments

SuperBook project at UCL
Collaboration between UCL Library Services and UCL’s School of Library 
Archive and Information Studies
See http://www.ucl.ac.uk/slais/research/ciber/superbook/
‘With e-books available directly from anywhere on or off campus, and 
portable readers capable of holding more than 100 books, the traditional 
academic library will need to examine the way it manages and delivers 
book collections. It is the users who will drive the e-book story forward; 
and, unlike earlier formats, no one is watching the users of this new breed 
of ‘super books’

Thanks to Dr Ian Rowlands, UCL SLAIS, for the following slides from a 
Workshop at King’s College Cambridge, 30 August 2007

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/slais/research/ciber/superbook/
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Survey populations
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1st E-Textbooks

2nd Reference Books

3rd Research monographs
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Intellectual Property Rights/Copyright

UCL has 2 detailed Copyright/IPR policies at 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/scholarly-communication/index.shtml
At UCL’s recent Academic Board

A proposal was debated in principle, and endorsed for further 
development, for a Harvard-style mandate for open-access publication of 
research outputs
The Board agreed that in principle academic colleagues should be 
responsible for the full recording of their scholarly outputs in the relevant 
UCL systems
and that, where copyright permissions allow, the full-text of these outputs 
should be deposited into the UCL E-Prints repository, to ensure their 
maximum dissemination in the service of scholarship

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/scholarly-communication/index.shtml
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Research theses are important 
UCL top 10 downloads 01/07

Research theses in UCL
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DART-Europe portal

Nearly 100,000 theses available 
From 150 European universities
See http://www.dart-europe.eu/

http://www.dart-europe.eu/
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Open Access can result in a change of 
culture

In Arts and Humanities, some/many(?) Ph.D. dissertations 
are published as monographs
Good print run for such a monograph is 400 copies
But repository downloads are much higher…

In UCL example, 131, 126 and 124 per month
Open Access adds tremendous value
Will current orthodoxy of publishing research theses as 
monographs survive?
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Conclusions?

Publishing environment is different in Science, Technology 
and Medicine and Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
E-Books, particularly E-Textbooks, may be the next big 
form of content
Copyright/IPR management is an essential building block 
in the new landscape
Open Access can add value
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And finally…

If you have been, thanks for 
listening
Happy to answer questions and 
hear comments
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