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“If one already has a catalog with a 
large number of cards, and merely 
inserts in it as many of the Library of 
Congress cards as possible, I see no 
reason for altering one’s own style, 
either on the past accumulations or on 
the new cards that one is to write. The 
two kinds of cards can stand together 
in the drawers and the public will 
never notice the difference.”




~ Cutter. Rules for a Dictionary 
Catalog. 4th ed. 1904.
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(R)Evolution of a Cataloguing Standard 

Implementation 

Clarification 
(more examples) 

Streamlining 

Creation  

Axiomatic 

Rules-based 


