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Figure 4. Snapshots of Model FB from t = 1.0 and 1.075 Gyr.

occurs in that region at t = 1.2 Gyr. A bubble with a radius of about
200 pc seen around (x, y) = (−0.5, 0.5) kpc at t = 1.205 Gyr was
likely created by the young stars highlighted at the t = 1.2 Gyr
snapshot. We can also see from these snapshots that star formation
occurs where the smaller bubbles collide with each other, which
creates the high-density wall of gas. These snapshots clearly in-
dicate that the successive star formation induced by the collision
between the bubbles and/or between the bubbles and the accret-

ing gas are responsible for the continuous expansion of the largest
bubble.

As a comparison, Fig. 7 shows a snapshot of Model noFB
at t = 1.5 Gyr. The figure demonstrates that in this model the
gas density can become high enough for star formation only
in the central region, and stars are forming only in the cen-
tral ∼400 pc. This is because the gravitational potential is not deep
enough to form the large dense disc owing to inefficient radiative
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Figure 5. Same as Fig. 4, but for the outburst around t = 1.2 Gyr.

cooling. Therefore, the galaxy cannot develop the high-density
structures, like spiral arms. The face-on view of the gas distri-
bution in Fig. 7 displays spiral-like structure. However, they cannot
become dense enough, because of shallow gravitational poten-
tial and inefficient cooling. Comparison between Models FB and
noFB demonstrates that the bubble-induced star formation in
Model FB ensures that the star formation spreads widely in the
galaxy.

Our results infer that there could be a critical total mass or bary-
onic mass of the galaxy which separates the galaxies in which the
bubble-induced star formation is dominant from the galaxies which
harbour a gas disc with high enough density to develop local insta-
bilities and non-axisymmetric structures, such as spiral arms, that
may trigger star formation. Unfortunately, using our idealized simu-
lations, we cannot explore the critical mass which must be sensitive
to many different factors, such as the shape of dark matter halo and
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Figure 6. Close-up face-on view of the evolution of the gas distribution of Model FB. The blue dots indicate the star particles formed within the last 5 Myr.

Figure 7. A snapshot of Model noFB at t = 1.5 Gyr.

stellar disc, mass accretion history and background radiation field.
Also, exploring the critical mass is not the aim of this study.

Rather, our idealized simulations show that there can be small
enough galaxies where spiral arms cannot be developed due to too
shallow potentials and inefficient cooling. In such small galaxies,
the bubble-induced star formation can make the star formation area
bigger. In this case, the size of the galaxy could be determined
where the density of the ISM becomes so small that the expanding
bubbles no longer accumulate enough ISM to build up high-density
shells. Edge-on views in Fig. 5 show that this is true also for the
perpendicular direction to the disc. The bubbles and star-forming
regions also propagate perpendicular to the disc. This can explain
a high scaleheight of dIrrs. Fig. 8 demonstrates this more quanti-
tatively. Fig. 8 shows the radial and vertical stellar surface density
profiles for Models FB and noFB at t = 1.5 Gyr, comparing with
the initial surface density profiles. In Model noFB, the stellar mass
increases only in the central region (R < 400 pc).5 On the other
hand, although there is a small excess in the central region, Model
FB shows the increase of the stellar surface density at a wide range

5 Radial surface density profile of Model noFB shows an offset between the
centre of the dark matter halo and stellar density peak. This is also seen in
Fig. 7. Note that the centre of Figs 4–8 is set to be the centre of the dark
matter halo.
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Figure 8. Radial (left) and vertical (right) stellar surface mass density
profile for the initial disc (thick black solid) and Models FB (black solid)
and noFB (grey dotted) at t = 1.5 Gyr. The vertical surface mass density
was measured within the range of 0 < x < 0.5 kpc.

of radii and vertical height, and the overall shape of both radial and
vertical profiles at t = 1.5 Gyr is similar to the initial profile.

Fig. 5 also shows that there are some stars escaping from the
disc region. These could be identified as halo stars, as discussed
in the previous simulation studies (Stinson et al. 2009). It is also
worth noting that because the ISM is continually disturbed by many
generations of stellar feedback bubbles, the reaccretion of the gas
is not circularly symmetric, and the star-forming region owing to
the collisions with bubbles are not symmetric, e.g. a snapshot of
t = 1.205 Gyr in Fig. 6. Such non-symmetric star-forming regions
and bubbles are often observed in dIrrs (e.g. Kepley et al. 2007),
which can be also explained by the bubble-induced star formation
demonstrated by Model FB.

3.1 Metallicity

Fig. 9 shows the metallicity of the stars formed during the simula-
tions. Model FB shows that the metallicity of the new born stars is
almost constant and kept low. On the other hand, in Model noFB, the
metallicity of the new born stars increases with their formation time.
In this model, stars are forming only in the central region. The new
born stars enrich the gas only in the central region. The metallicity
of the gas in the central region quickly goes up. Therefore, the later
generation of stars inevitably become metal rich. The metallicity
reaches higher than the solar metallicity. The mean metallicity of
the stars formed within the last 100 Myr is [Z] = 0.023, and this is
unacceptably high. In Model FB, a similar amount of star formation
took place. However, the metallicity of the new born stars is low.
This is because the galaxy has a large reservoir of the metal-poor
ISM, and the bubble-induced star formation enhances the mixing
between the ISM and the metal-rich bubbles. Fig. 10 displays hy-
drogen number density, temperature, metallicity and velocity field
of the gas at the disc plane of Model FB at t = 1.195 Gyr. As ex-
pected, the metallicity is very high within the bubble. However, the
density within the bubble is too low and temperature is too high
for star formation. As demonstrated above, the star formation can
happen only within the high-density shells of the bubbles. Fig. 10
demonstrates that the cold high-density shells have metallicity as
low as the surrounding ISM, which indicates that the ejected metals
from feedback particles are well mixed with the ISM, when the gas
density reaches the star formation threshold. In other words, the
bubble-induced star formation guarantees the widely spread star
formation and also keeps the metallicity of the star-forming region
low. Note that the dispersion of the metallicity in Model FB is too
small, and it is inconsistent with the variation of the estimated abun-

Figure 9. Metallicity of new born stars as a function of the formation time
for Models FB (upper) and noFB (lower).

dances for the observed young stars in WLM which shows [Z] from
about −0.5 dex to −1 dex (Urbaneja et al. 2008). We therefore
think that the metal diffusion in our simulations is likely to be over-
estimated. We need to calibrate the metal diffusion model more.
Comparisons between more observations in various dIrrs and the
simulations like those used in this paper would be an effective way
to improve the metal diffusion model. Calibrating the efficiency
of metal diffusion via metallicity distribution function echoes the
conclusions drawn by Pilkington et al. (2012) and Gibson et al.
(2013).

3.2 Kinematics

It is interesting to see from the velocity field of Fig. 10 that some
bubble shells are expanding faster than the rotation speed of the
ISM, and some shells are moving against the rotational direction
of the galactic disc. It can also be expected that if the bubbles are
expanding from stars that are more slowly rotating than the gas,
they collide with the ISM more violently on the back side, i.e.
the opposite side to the rotation direction, than on the front side.
Therefore, if the bubble-induced star formation is the dominant
mechanism of star formation in dIrrs, we expect that more young
stars are rotating slower than the ISM. Because the rotation velocity
of dIrrs is small and can be smaller than the expansion speed of
some bubbles, we expect many counter-rotating stars.

Fig. 11 displays the rotation velocity of the stars formed in the
simulation period, i.e. tSF = 0−1.5 Gyr, as a function of radius for
Model FB at t = 1.5 Gyr. The figure shows that there are a significant
number of counter-rotating stars, and the mean rotation speed is
almost zero. Fig. 10 of Leaman et al. (2012) shows that in WLM
especially within 1 kpc (assuming 1 arcmin = 0.25 kpc), the mean
rotation velocity of stars is as low as 5 km s−1. This is similar to the
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Figure 10. Hydrogen number density (top), temperature (middle) and
metallicity (bottom) of the gas at the disc plane, z = 0, of Model FB at
t = 1.195. The arrows (same in all the panels) indicate the gas velocity field.

maximum rotation in Model FB, Vrot,max ∼ 4 km s−1. We note that
our idealized simulations do not include the later gas accretion from
the intergalactic medium, and our simulation likely underestimates
the rotation of the ISM especially in the outer region. Feedback of

Figure 11. The rotation velocity as a function of the radius of the stars born
(grey dots) during the 1.5 Gyr evolution for Model FB at t = 1.5 Gyr. The
black stars indicate the mean rotation velocity at the different radii.

Model FB might be too high, too. Nevertheless, we still think from
these results that the significant number of counter-rotating stars are
an inevitable consequence of the bubble-induced star formation. It
would be an interesting observational test to measure the mean
rotation velocity and the fraction of the counter-rotating stars more
accurately.

4 SU M M A RY

We present numerical simulations of the evolution of a dIrr similar in
size to WLM using the updated version of our original N-body/SPH
chemodynamics code, GCD+. Our high-resolution simulations en-
able us to study how the strong feedback affects the ISM and star
formation in small galaxies.

The simulation without stellar energy feedback has star formation
only in the central region, where the gas density can become high
enough for star formation. In this small system, the gravitational
potential is shallow and radiative cooling is inefficient. As a result,
the gas disc is stable to local instabilities except in the central region,
and consequently, no structures such as spiral arms can develop.
Therefore, the smooth gas accretion to the central region is the only
way to reach a high enough gas density to form stars.

On the other hand, our strong feedback model demonstrates that
once the bubbles are created by stellar feedback, the bubbles can
collide with the ISM and/or the other bubbles, and create the dense
filaments, where the gas density becomes high enough to form the
next generation of stars. Such generations of stars can propagate
outwards until the ISM density becomes too low for the bubbles
to accumulate enough ISM to build up the dense shells. These
successive bubbles induced by the generations of star formation
can therefore produce the stars in the larger area compared to the
model without the stellar energy feedback.

Our simulation with feedback also demonstrates that despite the
large amount of metals produced by the new generation of stars,
the metallicity of the star-forming region is kept low, because the
metals produced are well mixed with the metal-poor ISM before
they reach high enough density for star formation. We also find
that the bubble-induced star formation leads to significantly lower
rotation velocity of new born stars, compared to the gas. As a result,
in a small system like dIrr, there will be many counter-rotating
stars produced if the bubble-induced star formation is a dominant
mechanism in dIrr.
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We conclude that the bubble-induced star formation is one way to
maintain a widely spread star formation, low metallicity, low stel-
lar rotation velocity and high stellar velocity dispersion observed
in dIrr. This is different from spiral-arm-induced star formation
(Roberts 1969; Elmegreen 2011), where the star formation predom-
inantly occurs in and around the spiral arms as seen in larger spiral
galaxies both in observational studies (e.g. Rand & Kulkarni 1990;
Foyle et al. 2011; Ferreras et al. 2012) and in numerical simula-
tions (e.g. Wada & Koda 2004; Wada 2008; Dobbs & Pringle 2010;
Wada, Baba & Saitoh 2011; Grand, Kawata & Cropper 2012). Still,
the bubble-induced star formation can be important in large spiral
galaxies, as seen in the superbubbles in the Milky Way (e.g. Oey
et al. 2005), although the scale of the influence would be relatively
smaller in the large galaxies, because of the higher density in the
gas disc. Also, significant velocity dispersion of the H I gas is often
observed in spiral galaxies (Dib, Bell & Burkert 2006; Tamburro
et al. 2009), which can be maintained by the bubble-induced star
formation as shown in our lower resolution simulations (Rahimi &
Kawata 2012). Although it is computationally challenging, we are
preparing for the simulations of larger spiral galaxies with simi-
lar physical resolution to this paper. We will explore the effect of
bubble-induced star formation on larger spiral galaxies and compare
with the case of small galaxies.
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A P P E N D I X A : L OW E R R E S O L U T I O N M O D E L

We present the results of three complementary lower resolution
models, Models LRFB1, LRFB2 and LRLH. All models use
10 times fewer particles, i.e. the mass of star and gas particles
is 1000 M�. We employ the minimum softening length of 34 pc for
the baryon particles. Note that our stellar feedback scheme is not
designed to be resolution independent. Instead, we adopt a simple
scheme, which has less parameters, but is sensitive to the resolution.
We can still calibrate the feedback parameters at a fixed physical
resolution. The aims of these complementary models are to demon-
strate that our qualitative conclusion is robust against the numerical
resolution, the choice of star formation parameters, such as nH,th and
C∗ (see Section 2.1), and if or not a live dark matter halo is adopted.

Model LRFB1 is similar to Model FB and uses nH,th = 1000 cm−3

and C∗ = 1.0. On the other hand, Model LRFB2 employs
nH,th = 10 cm−3 and C∗ = 0.02. Fig. A1 shows the SFR history
for Models LRFB1 and LRFB2. Model LRLH employs the same
C∗ and nH,th as Model LRFB1. However, Model LRLH adopts a
live dark matter halo, which is described by 104 M� collisionless
particle with the softening length of 73 pc. To reduce the total num-
ber of dark matter particles, we adopted a truncated NFW profile
(Rodionov, Athanassoula & Sotnikova 2009),

ρdm = 3H 2
0

8πG

�0 − �b

�0

ρc

cx(1 + cx)2
exp

(−x2r2
200/r

2
t

)
, (A1)

where rt is the truncation radius, and we set rt = 13.9 kpc. We apply
c = 20 for the initial condition of Model LRLH which is significantly
higher than c = 12 used for the fixed halo case. However, we find
that the dark matter density profile becomes shallower in the live
halo case (Fig. A2), which leads to a similar profile to the NFW
profile with c = 12.

Comparing Model LRFB1 with Model FB (Fig. 3), although
Model LRFB1 shows stochastic star formation due to the bubble-
induced star formation, it starts much later (t ∼ 3.5 Gyr) than
Model FB. This is because in the lower resolution model it
takes a longer time to accumulate enough gas into the cen-
tral region to cause the bubble-induced star formation and
outward propagation of star-forming region. In addition, at the
earlier time, the central region is fragile against stellar feedback,
because less gas accretes into the central region, even when the gas
density reaches high enough density for star formation at the very
centre. This causes the three bursts (t∼1.2, 2.1 and 3.0 Gyr) with a
longer quiescent period in between.

Because of the lower threshold density for star formation, Model
LRFB2 has the first burst at an earlier epoch (t ∼ 0.6 Gyr). However,
at this time, the central region does not have enough gas accumulated
to cause the bubble-induced star formation and is fragile against
stellar feedback. This delays the accumulation of gas in the central
region and the onset of the bubble-induced star formation. The SFR
history around t ∼ 4–5.5 Gyr for Model LRFB2 looks smoother
and less bursty than that for Model LRFB1. However, we observe
the bubble-induced star formation, i.e. the star formation happens
in the shells of the bubbles and propagates outwards.

Because of the higher concentration, which helps accumulating
enough gas into the central region, Model LRLH starts the bubble-
induced star formation earlier (t ∼ 2.6 Gyr) than the other models.
It is surprising to see that the first burst of star formation is later
(t ∼ 2.0 Gyr) in Model LRLH than Model LRFB1 (t ∼ 1.2 Gyr).
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Figure A1. History of SFR of Models LRFB1 (upper), LRFB2 (middle)
and LRLH (bottom).

Figure A2. Radial dark matter mass density profile for Model LRLH at
t = 0 Gyr (dotted), t = 1 Gyr (dot–dashed), t = 4 Gyr (dashed) and t = 5.5 Gyr
(solid).

Figure A3. Radial (left) and vertical (right) stellar surface mass density
profile for the initial disc (thick black solid) and the disc at t = 5.5 Gyr (grey
dotted) for Models LRFB1 (upper), LRFB2 (middle) and LRLH (bottom).
The vertical surface mass density was measured within the range of 0 < x <

0.5 kpc.

This may be because the central density of the dark matter halo is
limited at the scale of the resolution in the live dark matter halo,
while the fixed dark matter halo follows the NFW profile without
any limit.

The mean SFR for the last 1 Gyr (t = 4.5–5.5 Gyr) is 9.5 ×
10−3 M� yr−1 for Model LRFB1 and 1.1 × 10−2 M� yr−1 for
Model LRFB2. These SFR are slightly higher than that for Model
FB. As we mentioned above, our feedback scheme is resolution
dependent, and it is not surprising to see the difference between
models with different resolutions. Models LRFB1 and LRFB2 show
similar mean SFR. This demonstrates that both nH,th and C∗ affect
the resultant SFR, and applying high nH,th and C∗ has a similar
effect to using low nH,th and C∗. The mean SFR for the last 1 Gyr for
Model LRLH is 3.6 × 10−3 M� yr−1, which is smaller but similar
to that for Model LRFB1.

Fig. A3 shows the radial and vertical surface mass density profile
at t = 0 and 5.5 Gyr for Models LRFB1, LRFB2 and LRLH. Similar
to Model FB in Fig. 8, all the models show the increase in the stellar
surface density at a wide range of radii and vertical height. Model
LRFB2 shows more increase in the inner region, which indicates
more star formation in the inner region.

Fig. A4 shows the metallicity of stars formed in the last 2 Gyr
of the evolution for Models LRFB1, LRFB2 and LRLH. Similar to
Model FB in Fig. 9, the metallicity of new born stars is kept low,
because of the efficient mixing between the metal-rich bubbles and
the metal-poor ISM. Because of the high SFR, Model LRFB2 shows
higher metallicity. Also, the low density threshold of star formation
in Model LRFB2 causes more scatter in the metallicity, because
the stars can form from lower density gas where the metallicity is
more inhomogeneous (Fig. 10). As discussed in Section 3.1, our
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Figure A4. Metallicity of new born stars as a function of the formation time
for Models LRFB1 (upper), LRFB2 (middle) and LRHR (bottom). There
appear to be a fewer particles in Models LRFB1 and LRHR, because there
are many star particles with almost same metallicity and formation time.

metal diffusion model needs to be calibrated more, and it is not
independent from the star formation parameters.

Although there are several (expected) differences between the
high- and low-resolution models, the overall results from the lower
resolution simulations are qualitatively consistent with the higher
resolution models. This reassures our conclusion about the bubble-
induced star formation: the level of star formation and metallicity
is kept low, while stars form in a widely spread area.

This paper has been typeset from a TEX/LATEX file prepared by the author.
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