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i.

JNTRODUCTICN.

Edmund Selous was born in 1857. He was the gon of Frederick
Lokes Selous, Chairman of the London Stock Exchange Committee, and
Ann Sherborne, and brother of the famous big-game hunter and explorer,
Captain Frederick Courtenay Selous. The Selous family were originally
French Muguenots who fled from France after the Revocation of the
Edict of Nantes and settled in Jersaey. Through his mother's family
Selous could trace hia descent back to Robert the Bruce.

Selous was educated at first privately, and afterwards at
Fembroke Collepse, Cambridge. He was called to the Bar, but only
practised for a few years before relinquishing the profession to devote
the rest of his life to bird watching. He travelled a great deal in
pursuit of this interest, and made maeny observations in France, Iceland,
Sweden and Holland, besides spending much time in the Shetlands. In
Sweden and Holland he made his important studies of the breeding habits
of the Blackcock and Ruff respectively. It was a matter for great
regret to Selous that he was unsble to accept the invitation of
Premident Theodore Roosevelt, himself a keen ornithologist, to pay a
vigsit to the United States, with the opportunity of watching birds in
the Yellowstone National Park. In 1885 or 13886 he married Fanny
Margaret }Yaxwell, daughter of John Maxwell, the publisher, and of hia
sacond wife, liss K.E. Braddon, the novelist. Selous was a good
linguist, and a great lover of literature, particularly Shakespeare
and lioliere. He died in March, 1934, at the age of 77.

The importance of Selous' contribution to the science of field
ornithology can be estimated only when it 1s realimed how much in its
infancy the subject was at the time and how low its status was rated.
Yuch was known of the anatomy of the dead bird, but practically nothing
of its habits when alive. The bird books cf the time, as a glance at

such g book as Newton's Dictionary of birds will show, devoted most of

their gpace to a minute desoription of the anatomy of each species,
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while remaining content with a few rather vague generalisations abouf
its habits. Between the scientist in the laboratory and the amateur
in the field a gharp distinction was made. The observations of the
latter were considered to be, and indeed often were, unscientific and
inaccurate. There was as yet little support for the idea that
observations on ﬁild life in 1ts natural surroundings could contribute
anytbing of value to science. The immediate reaction of the average
ornithologist to a rare bird was to shoot it. ;

W.H. Iudson was the great pioneer of the revolt against this attitude.
e possessed several qualities not infrequently found together in writers
on natural history - a great feeling for the beauties of the natural
world, combined with a scientific interest in its workings, together with
literary gifts which enabled him to communicate hls experiences to others.
lig gtatus as o writer caused his many worlis on natural history to be
widely read, with the result that his influence, both on his contemporaries
and on later generations, was considerable.

Edmund Selous was cne of the first and most distinguished of Hudson's
disciples. The following passage, taken from his introduction to

Evolution of habit in birds, gives some idea of his attitude to natural

higtory:?

"General statements soon ceased to interest me because I found
that it was extremely difficult to make any that did not depend, for
thelr generality, upon the leaving out of various particulars that
interfered with or even, to some extent, contradicted it, yet wore as
mich a part of truth as the rest...I came at last to the conclusion
that what was Teally wanted from the standpoint of truth and advance
was a much more copious and minute recordation of carefully observed
factg."

He therefore set himself to obmerve and describe in detail - often under
conditions of acute personal discomfort ~ the smallest actiona, not of
birds in general, but of one particular bird or group of birds. It is
safe to may that Selous came to know more about the intimate habita of
Hig observations

birds than any other ornithologist of his gemeration.

are wonderfully unbiassed. Even when what he observed appeared to conflict

with his own theories he never failed to record it foT that reasone
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Through this method of eontinuous observation of individual birds over
a considerable period, Selous made important discoveries, the most
notable being the light which he threw on the breeding activities of the
Buff and the Blackcocks It had been believed, until thén, that in both
species the males met together in order to fiéht for the females, and
that their matrimonial success was in proportion to their fighting prowess.
Selous proved, however, that the contrary is true: that it is the female
wino is all-powerful in the assembly, that it is she who makes the choice
of mate, and that the fighting qualities of a male do not affect her
choice.

dJelous, however, was not only an accurate recorder of facta, he tried
at the sane time to interyret their meaning and search for their causes.
"For myself I ghall always strive to gee the causes of things with the
things™, he said. He was one of the first to make a serious scientific
study of bird behaviour, endeavouring to understand the workings of a
bird's mind without projecting into it buman thcughts and emotions. He
waa profoundly interested in the problems of evolutiop, and a great
believer in the theories of natural and eexual selection. Hig gtudies
of the Blackocock and the Ruff were undertaken largely with a view to
vindicating the latter theory, whieh, briefly, maintains that the evolution
of male nupitial adornment ig due to continued melection by the female of
the handsomest male. SBelous believed that this theory could be applied
40 all birds, but it has since been found to be applicable, to a limited
.extent, only to a few polygamous species, such as the two above-mentioned,
where there is competition among males for mates, while the evolution of
display characters in general cannot be explained in such a way, since in
most species display follows and does not preceds pair-~formation. But
while Selous' conclusions in this respect were not sltogether correct, he
was right in his assumption that the purpose of display was to induce the
female to accept the male, and that its slaborate ritual has been bullt

up from originally aimless and uncoordinated movements.

The origin of the nest-building instinct in birds was mnother problem
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to which Selous paid much attention. He was able to produce a formidable
array of facts to support his thesis that the habit has evolved out of
frenzied movements performed by birds while in a state of sexual
excitement, and this theory, with only slight modificaticng, is accepted
by modern ornithologists. Although he did not appreciate its full
significance, Selous was also acute enough to anticipate - some years
before it was formulated — one of the theories on which the whole structure
of modern field ornithology is based, namely, the "Territory theory" of
Elict Howard, another amateur ornithologist, when he pointed out that
most of the fighting among Blackcock and Ruffs takes place in defence of
terTitory, Another of Selous' theories, that of thoughi-transference,
formulated to account for the siwvltaneity with which large numbers of
birds manoeuvrs in the aly has not heen proved to be correcty and a
simpler explenztion is preferred today.

To Selous, the taking of life for any purposé was always abhorrente.
All bis books for children bave as their aim to convince the readers that
the enjoyment to be obtained from watching the habits of wild creatures
is far greater than any pleasure that can come from a collection of
inanimate objects. Thia conviction runs tiarough all hig writings.
"Had we a9 often gtalked animals in order to observe them as we have in
order to kill them, how ruch groater might ve our knowledge™, he exclaims

in Bird Watching. During his visit to Iceland in 1912, Seloua wrote

two articles to the papers on the subject of bird protection which appear
to hove had a great deal of influence on the subsequent iniroduction of
legiglation for the purpose in the island.

As & writer, Selous has been criticised for the general clumsiness
of his style and its frequent bewildering intricacy. This is certainly
¥rue 9f many passages, Particularly ithose in which he is arguing_a point

or di
expounting a theory. At these times his reasoning is often extremely

difficult to £
©llowt phrases are piled one on top of the other as they

tumble from +th 1 .
@ author's mind until the whole accumilation of detail is



almost impossible to disentangle. But at other times this same eager
haste to get down onto the paper what he thinks or sees gives a dramatic
Vividness to his writing which a more considered style would lack.

Like Hudgon, Selous was very sensitive to the beauties of nature and

has the power to convey his impressions to the reader. Passages such

a8 the graphic account in the Saturday Review of Starlings roosting

(18,19), or - in contrast to thig - the description in the same
periodical of the tranquil beauty of the scene at Abbotsbury (15),
demonstrate the high quality of his writing and can oompare With any
Dassages from the classic writers on natural history.

Selous' worlks, however, not withstanding their merits, received
lit%le recognition during his life-time. Fone of his books went into
a sacond edition, and the facts contained in his articles were often
imored. Selous felt this deeply, and there is often a note of
bitterneses 1n hia complaints of this neglect. In fact, his tirades
againgt the professional scientists of his day, whom he held responsible
for what he considered to be a wilful suppression of facts which
conflicted with their own theories, become somewhat wearisome through
being too ofien repeated, and allowed to intrude in places from which
they would have been better omitted, such as his articles in the Exitigh
hifd booke This fierce criticism of the worker in the laboratory may
have been partly the cause of his being ignored. But by nature Selous
hated compromise, and his refusal to see any good in work of this kind
was natural in one who set such a high value on 1life in all its forms,
and slthoush the rigidness of his attitude may have in part defezated itsm
own purpose, by arousing the opposition of those he was trying to convert,
it reveals at the same time the burning sincerity of his aims. The
influence which his attitude had on one eminent professional scientist
iag revenled by J.S. Huxley in his introduction to Realities of bird life.
"Pield natural history is as scientific as astronomy or any laboratory

work", Selous wrote in 1909, and the fact that these words are accepted



today ag a matter of course is evidence of his influence. That field
ornitholosy is now recognised as a serious scientilic discipline ia due
in large measure to the work of Selous. lis refuszl to be content with
vajue peneralisaiicns has led those wiao followed him to lkeer to the sane
high standards, and has raised the status of field ornithology to the
1iah ploce waich it holds todaye
» * * a* »
This bibliegrarhy endeavours to record ali the published works of

Selous, with a few exceniions. It is laovm, for instance, that Tonoy

Sudth's cindools  wes translated in to four other languazes, but this

— e ew v,

Tact wos Qlscovereld oo late for it to De possible to obtain any further
infernatica about thens I+t has not »proved feasible either to search

Tor the urdticlos writéen by Selous to an Icelandic newsnener during his
vigit there in 1912, 2nd mentioned in his observations on the bird life
of %ha® iglond sublished in the Zoolosist (87)e  Avart from these
onissicng, it is hoped that the record is comnplete. Selous! manuscript
note~boclis are now in the livrary of the Edward Grey Institute of TI'iseld
Craithology at Oxford, being deposited there by his literary executor,
Je3e lluzloy. _These'have not been listed, but it is believed that all
their cortents were published in one form or another, rmch of the material
anpearing more than oﬂce. llany observations, for instznce, published in

full in the Zoolormist and the Foturalist appeared in shortened form in

books such as Dealities of bird life and Thoucht trangforence (or what?)

in birds. The articles in the Saturdey Teview, which also sometimes

enbody material first published elsevhere, are for the most part less
detailed, and desisned to interest & wider public than those in the

scientific journals. A list of Selous' works to the end of the year 1912

[XN

8 given in Ilmllens and Swannt: A biblio~sraphy of Dritish ornitholo~y

(1917), but this is not complete even for the limited period covered and
is not alwayse accurate. For the rest of the period there is no other

guide, so that the main sources have been the British Museum Catalogue
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for books, and the periodicals to which Selous was knowm to have
contributed, vhich hcve been systematically searched. Other poagibile
sources of information have also been checled.,

The eannalistic method has been followed in this bibliozrazhy, not
only because it is the clearest, but also because it will very probably
be the most useful form of arraﬁ;ement for the two purnoses for which it
is most likely to be consulted, nawely, a siudy cf Selous' owm development,
or a higicrical survey of the progress of Tield ornithologye In the
case oX crticles, the position of ench entry is determined Ty the date
on waich it Tirst bezon to amnnear; in many cases publication extended
over ssveral months and, in some cascg, years. 1t has nct alweys been
vogsible, in the case of books, to discover the exact date of publication
or ihe nurnber of reprints made. Intries of which the exact day or
month of publiceition are not lmown are placed in alphabetical order
aftér those for wiich fuller information has been obtained. All entries
have beea nersonzlly exanined, except that with an asterisk against it.
Since it is thousht thaot this bibliosrephy will be useful rore from a
subjaect than fron a bibliographical point of view, it has not been
considered necessary to make full bibliographical entries for the boolks,
especially es none of them ran into more than one edition. Intries for
them have therefore been made according to the Anglo-American code.
There is only one index: aunthor, subject, and title references bave
been combined into a single sequence.

Finally, I should like to aclknowledse my gratitude to all who have
helped me with this work: to all the publishers who have kindly answered
ny enquirieas about dates of publication and the nuaber of editions, to
Higs J.E. Forton, wﬁo helped me to obtain access to material not readily
available elsewhere, to the Librarian of Veymouth Public Library, and
above all, to lir. G.lls Selous, who hag kindly supplied me with so ruch
information about his fathertls life and work.

* * * * *



diagr.
front.
illus.
ine .
inel.
Pe

PP
p.l. .
plo .
vols .

ABBREVIATIONS.

viii

diagram
frontispiece
illustration(sa)
inchesn
including

page(s)

preliminary leaf
plate(s)
volume



BIBLIOGRAPHKY.




1.

2e

1899

September.

14

An observational diary of the habits of Nightjars (Caprimulgus
europaeus), mostly of a sitting pair. Notes taken at time and
on spot.

Zoologist, (4th series), vole. 3, (1899), pp.388-402, 486-505.

Observations made during June and July, 1898. A change-
over on the nest in the evening is seen, but the female is
considered to perform the larger part of incubation, the male
only remaining on the nest for a short time. A curious
vibration in the throat of the sitting bird is noticed. It is
eatablished that the young are fed by regurgitation. A ligt of
the different call-notes distinguisaed is given. These
observations were summarised in an article in Wild Life in 1916

(205).

October.

TOILY SUITH'S ANIMALS.

Tommy Smith's animals, by Edmund Selous. With eight illustrations

by G.W. Ord. London, Methuen & co., 1899.
(viii),207,(1)p. front., 7pl 6 1/2 in.
Reprinted 22 times.

A book for children. The animals are made to deacribe
their own habits, and the study of these is urged.




3.

1900

Apl‘ilo

An observational diary of the habits of the Great Plover
(Oedicnemus orepitans) during September and Octobers

Zoologist, (4th series), vol. 4, (1900), pp.173-185, 270-277,
458-476.

Observations made from September to November, 1899. The
birde congregate in Autumn at dawn in regular places of assembly
where they apend the day. At twilight the flock becomes a prey
to intense excitement, and display of a pronounced socizal
character is indulged in by all the birds before they fly off to
their night feeding-grounds. The birda begin to migrate at the
beginning of October. The Great Plover is considered to be an
eminently sccial bird.




5.

6.

1901

Yay.

An observational diary of the habits ~ mostly domestic - of the
Creat Cresied Crebe (Podicives oristatug).

Zoolozist, (4th series), vol. 5, (1901), pp.161-183.

Observations made during April and May, 1900. The nest of
the vair watched had been completed and one egg laid, but both
birds were seen to add material to the nest. Coition wams still
taking place on the nest, and the pairing attitudes of both sexes
are described. Vhen their first nest was destroyed the birds
started a second, and later a third. The theory is put forward
that "bowera" might have evolved, in the case of species which
pair on the nest, from abandoned nests still used for pairing
and becoming gradually differentiated in strueture from the final
one in which the eggs are laid. The birds were also seen to
contemplate pairing with roles reversed. This urge is considered
to be due to retention of feelings connected with hermaphroditism.

2 July.

BIRD WATCHING.
Bird watching, by Edmund Selous. London, J.M. Dent & co., 1901,

x1,(1),347,(1)p. front., 6 pl. 8 in. (M2lf titlet! The Maddon
Hall Iibrary, edited by the iarquess of Granby and
George A.B. Dewar).

Title in red and black. Title vignette and illustrated end-
papers. The plates are reproductions of drawings by J. Smit.
A limited edition of 150 copies was issued at the smame time,
printed on hand-made paper and bound in vellum with gilt
lettering.

Many different species are desoribed in this book, which
seeks primarily to communicate to others the pleasure the author
derives from watoching wild birds in their natural surroundings as
oppogsed to the study of dead specimens in the laboratory. In a
review in the Zoologist in 1901 the book was described as "a book
with a motive...the sanctity of bird-life".

September,

An observational diary of the habits - mostly domestic -~ of the
Great Crested Grebe (Podicipes cristatus) and of the Peewit

(Vanellus vulgaris), with some general remarks.

Zoologist, (4th series), vol. 5, (1901), pp.339-350, 454-462,
vol. é, (1902), pp.133-144.

The first part of this paper published in 1901 records
observations made in April and May of the same year on Great



8.

9e

16

30

1901

Crested Grebes. The pair watched, (believed to be the same as
that studied the year before), had built only a pairing platform,
on which cocition was taking place. Attempts at pairing with
roles reversed were observed. Displeys of "head-shaking" and
the "penguin dance™ are described. The origin of nest-building
ig discussed, and the theory advanced that it evolved, through
natural selection, from blind unintelligent movements arising
from sexual frenzy during copulation. ' The second part of the
paper, which appeared in 1902, is confined to observations on
Peewits, The sow-called "rolling" of Feewita, both mala and
female, is described. The depressions in the ground formed by
these sexual movements strengthen the previously enunciated theory
of the origin of nest-building. It is pointed out that the highly
nervous and exciteable organisation possessed by birds gives rise
to extravagant motions, at first useless, but on which natural and
sexual selection are continually working.

Hovember.
Rabbits and hares. I.

Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Art and Science,
vol. 92, (1901) pp.618-619.

November.
Rabbits and hares. II.

Saturday Review, vol. 92, (1901), pp.677-679.

2 December,

BEAUTIFUL BIRDS.

Beautiful birds, by Eduund Selous..«With many illustrationas by
Hubert D. Astley. London, J«M. Dent & co., 1901,

ix,(1),224,(2) ps incl. fronte, illus. Tiin.

A book for children desoribing the habits of many birds
which are killed for the sake of their plumage, and deploring
the fashion among women of wearing feathers which makes thig
necessary.
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13 Yareh.
10. A bird study at dawn.

Saturdoy Review, vol. 93, (1902), pp.331-332.

A description of the arrival of gulls, arnd of Redshanks
feeding, on the Savarn estuary.

22 iarch.
11. The Gull and the Iledshanice

Seturday Review, vols 93, (1902), pp.360-361.

The Black-headed Gull, an increasingly inland bird, is
described fesding bPehind the plough, followed by observations
on the manner of feeding of Redshanks on the estuary.

12 April.
i2. The Peawlit's suzerain.

Seturday Review, vol. 23, (1902), P+ 459-460.

Black-headed Gulls are obmerved preying on Peewits in a
manner similar to that in which sknas prey on gulls. The
Pgewite are pursued and forced to drop the food they are carrying.
There is no hostility between the two epecies except during the
chase.

17 M'a.y.
13. Sea~birds' courtship.

Saturday Review, vol. 93, (1902), pp.631-632.
A description of the IMulmar's courtship in which, in common
with other sea-birds such as the She;, Razorbill, Kittiweke and
Black Guillemot, the attractively coloured buccal cavity is

displayed. This characteristic is considered to have evolved
through sexual selection.

lﬂ-}'o
14. Note on the pairing of Loorhense

Zoologist, (4th series), vol. 6, (1902), Dpp.196-197.

¥oorhens are observed nairing at first in the normal way,
and then with roles reversed.
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14 Junes
15. Swans in a swennery.

Saturday Review, vol. 93, (1902), pp.765-766.

A desoription of the swans at Abbotsbury.

5 July.
16. "Swan and shadow".

Saturday Review, vol. 94, (1902), pp.8-9.

Swang mate for 1life, and the itwo birds are seldom seen apart.

26 July.
17. The Starling and the Woodpecker.

Saturday Review, vol. 94, (1902), pp.106-107.

The Starling's habit of appropriating the neating-holes of
Green Vioodpeckers is discussed.

23 August.
18. Starlings in congregation.

Saturdey Review, vol. 94, (1902), pp.230-231.

A description of the gathering of Starlings before they go
to rooat.

4 QOctober.

19. Watching the Starlings.

Saturday Review, vol. 94, (1902), pp.420-421.

A more detailed description of the aerial manoceuvrea of
Starlings before roosting.

October.

20, Variations in colouring of Stercorarius orepidatus.

Zoologist, (4th series), vol. 6, (1902}, pp.368-373.

A detailed description of the

seen in the field. plumage of 15 Arctic Skuas as

A gradation in colouring is noted between
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what is considered to be a plainer, dark form and a more beautiful
pale one. The theory 1s advanced that the species is gradually

evolving, through sexual selection, from a plain into a beautiful
one.




21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

1903

T February.
The Jackdaw = not of ERheims.

Saturday Review, vol. 95, (1903), pp.165~167.

A description of Jackdaws searching for insects on the
bacis of sheep.

4 April.
Love and war among the Swans.

Saturdsy Review, vol. 95, (1903), pp.419-420.

The frequent battles of male Swans during nesting are
probably due to the close proximity of the nests at Aobotsbury.

6 June.

Terns on a sea-bank.

Saturday Review, vol. 95, (1903), pp.710-712.

Obgervations made in a ternery. Descriptiona of the birda
fishing and of courtship disvlay between paired birds.

11 July.
Terns in the nursery.

Seturday Review, vol. 96, (1903), pp.43-45.

A description of the nesting habits of terns. It is
doubtful whether the young are fed solely by their own parents.

1 August.
The sea-birda' metropolis.

Saturday Review, vol. 96, (1903), pp-137-139.

A description of the sudden silences and simultane:ua
flights of all the birds which take place at intervals in a
ternery.



26,

- 27‘

28.

10

1903

Avsuste.

Field notes (being a naturalist's diary of observation and
reflection).

Zoolopist, (4th series), vol. I (1903), DPDP«281-292, 371-381.

Observations made from September to November, 1899, on
many different species. The feeding methods of Starlings and
Blackbirdas are compared, and descriptions follow of the call-notes
of loorhens and Debchicks, the fighting of Pheasants, Hooks
eating acorns, the manner of feeding of Snipe and the bathing
habits of lioorhsns.

5 Sentember.
Sholdrakes in Paradise.

Suturday Review, vole 96, (1903), pp.295-296.

The habits of Sheldrakes on the Severn are described. The
species appears to be becoming an inland breeding cne, 2nd in
this region nests in trees.

3 October.
Birds by the 3Jevern.

Saturday Review, voles 96, (1903), pp.421-423.

A description of Sheldrakes and Curlews feeding on the
estuary. .
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1904

2 January.
29. The sea~birds'! solitude.

Saturdar Review, vole 97, (1904), pp.l13-15.

A description of bird 1ife on a northern island.

16 April-
30, The brigand Skua.

Saturday Tleview, vol. 97, (1904), Pp.489-490.

Arctic Skuss are watched preying on terns.

2 July.
31, Terns and dreamsge.

Saturday Review, vol. 98, (1904), pp.li-14.

A description of the agitation aroused in a ternery when

a young bird is interfered with. It is considered that in this
apecies the collective responsibility of the community for the
young may be taking the place of individual parental care.

16 July.

32. The Eider-ducks

Saturday Review, vol. 98, (1904), pp.76-77.

An Eider-duok with her ducklingse

20 August.
33. The duels of Thrushes.

Saturday Review, vol. 98, (1904), pp.233-234.

Thrushes appear to be more bellicose than Blackbirds.
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1904

22 October.

34.I The Thrush and the Blackbird.

Saturday Nlsview, vole. 98, (1904), pPp.513-514.

The battles of Thrushes are described and their feeding
habits compared with those of Blackbirds.

10 Decenmber.
35. The Bleckbird's spade.

Saturday Review, vol. 98, (1904); pp;728-729;

A deecription of the Blackbird's method of digging for food.




36.

37.

38.

39.

40,

1905

21 January.

Blackbirds - the hates of the hens.

Saturday Review, vols 99, (1905), p.78.

Hen Blackbirds are often seen fighting among themselvesg -

apparently for cocks.

1 April

The Blackcock's ecstasies.

Saturday Deview, vol. 99, (1905), pp.415-416.

A desoription of the Blackcock's display and challenge to

rival males. The courtship display of this species is
considered to be lesa striking than that of the Capercaillie.

8 July-

22

12

Bird l1ife on the Polders: the assembling of the Ruffa.

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905), pp.49-50.

A description of the excitement caused among Ruffs

13

assembled at the "hill" before the Reeves have appeared by the

arrivel of other Ruffs, There is, bhowever, little serious
fighting among them.

J'ulyo

Bird 1ife on the Polders. I1I, The Ruffs' duels.

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905), pp.113-114.

The excitement of the Ruffs reaches its climgx on the
arrival of a Reeve, and fighting is fiercer at this moment.

But as she advances towards them they prostrate themselves
before her, and rerain motionless.

August.
Spoonbillse.

Saturday Teview, vol. 100, (1905), pp.207-208.

Spoonbills in Holland. A description of the birds and
their manner of feedinge.
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1905

2 September.

Bird l1ife on the Polders: Avocets and Spoonbills.

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905}, pp.304-305.

Guarrels, in which the Spoonbills sre often put to flight
by the Avocets, occur frequently between the two species.

23 September.

Birds on the Polders.

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905), pp.398-399.

The Avocet's method of fighting.

1 November.

11

BIRD WATCHER IN THE SHETLANDS.
The bird watcher in the Shetlands, with some notes on seals -
and digreasionst by Edmund Selous. With 10 illustrations by
Jo Smit. London, J.M. Dent & coj New York, E.FP. Dutton & co.,
1905.

x,(2),388p. frontey, 9 ple 9 in.

Observations made during a visit to the Shetlands in the
late summer of 1502,

November.
Oystercatchars at homes

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905), pp.621-622.

A general desoription of the birds' habita.

25 November.

Pled pipers.

Saturday Review, vol. 100, (1905), pp.5680-681.

The piping of Oystercatchers in courtship and rivalrye



46.

47.

1905

1905,

BIRD LIFE GLIMPSES.

Bird life glimpses, by Edmund Selous. Fiith 12 Leadings and

6 full-page illustrations by G.E. Lodge. London, George Allen,
1905.

viiiy335,(1) p» 1llus., 6 pl. 8 in.

A day-to-day journal of field obmervation and reflection -
kept while living at Flint House, Icklingham, Suffolk, from the
Autumn of 1899 for three years.

1905.

ROMANCE OF THE ANINMAL WORLD.

The romance of the animal world: interaesting descriptions of
the strange and curious in natural history, by Edmund Selous.e.
With sixteen illustrations by Lancelot Speed and S.T. Dadd.
London, Seeley and co., 1ltd., 1905,

329,(7),p. front., 15 pl. 2in.

A book of a vopular charescter describing the habits of
interesting animals of the world.
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50.

51.

16

1906

20 January.

17

10

The Kentish FPlover on the Polders.

Saturday Review, vol. 101, (1906), r.76.

A description of the bird's appearance and habita.

February.

Bird life on the Polders: duets and trios.

Saturday Review, vol. 101, (1906), pp.201-202.
A description of Oystercatchers piping in paire and in
threes. A comparison of the latter habit with the display of
the Spur-wirnged Lapwing of La Plata is made. In the American

species the habit of driving away a third bird appears to have
become formalised.

March.
Bird 1ife on the Poldera: Sea-pie puzzles.

Saturday Review, vol. 101, (19206), pp.298-299.

Speculations as to why the male Oystercatcher does not
join the flock of birds which have finished breeding when he
has ceased to participate in the latter stapges of incubation,
but instead remains in attendance on the female until the chicks
have become independent.

June.

Observations tending to throw light on the question of sexual
selection in birds, including a day-to-day diary on the dbreeding
babits of the Ruff {lachetes pugnax).

Zoologist, (4th series). vol. 10, (1906), pp.201-219, 285-294,
419-428, vol. 11, (1907), pr.60-65, 161-182, 367-381.

Observations made in Holland in April and May, 1906, on
Ledshank, Kentish Plover and Hallard indicate that the female ig
not indifferent to the fighting of rival males and will often
intervene to make an active choice beiween them, and show that
coition is impossible without her consent. These observationg
are followed by a description of the activities of Ruffs and
Reeves at the “"hi]l". It is shown that the Reeve exercises
complete freedom of choice in selection of a mate, and that the
Rutfs are helpless without her co-operastion, remaining prostrate
while she chooses a mate. I+ ig the finest looking Euffs who
are most frequently selected, but not on account of their
fighting prowess. The species appeuars to be promiscucus.
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1906

Fighting among Ruffs is without direction or guiding principle,
but is seen to be often caused by one bird entering another's
territory. It is concluded thet through sexual selection
fighting among Ruffs is becoming subsidiary to the will of the
female. These observations are considered to vindicate Darwin's
theory of sexual selection. This paper was also published in
Wild Life in 1916 (103), but owing to the fact that this
preriodical ceased publication in March, 1918, the last part

never appeared.

20 September.
TOLLY SIITH'S OTHER ANILALS.

Tommy Smith's other animals, by Edmund Selous...%With twelve
illustrations by Augusta Guest. London, Yethuen & co., (1906).

vii,(1),214,(2) p» front., 11 pl. 6% in.
Reprinted 14 times.

A sequel to Tommy Smith's animals (2).

1906,
ROMANCE OF INSECT LIFE.
The romance of insect lifet interesting descriptions of the
strange and curious in the insect world, by Edmund Selousies.
¥ith twenty-one illustrations by Lancelot Speed and Carton koore
Park. London, Seeley and co., limited, 1906.
351,(1) p. front., 15 pl. T3 in.

Chapters 1l-14 of this book were re-issued in 1911 with the
title VWonders of the insect world (78).

A book of a popular character describing the habits of
interesting insects of the world.
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1907
1 June.
54. The Redshanks and the Ruff.

Saturday Review, vole 103, (1907), pp.663-684.

The tendency for KRedshanks to assemble at certain spots,
from which corporate flights are then made, is noted. it is
thought possible +that the courtship assemblies of Euffs and
Blackcocks may have originated in & similar predilection for a
particular place.

15 June.

55. A 1little duckt Clangula glaucion.

Saturday Deview, vole. 103, (1907), pp.T47-=748.

A descriptioa of OGoldeneye in Sweden.

22 June.

56. A little duck: Clangsula glaucion. II.

Seturdsy Teview, vole 103, (1307), pp.776-111.

Observations on the early breeding activities of Goldeneye.

June.
57« Sexual eelection.
Zoologist, (4th series), vel. II. (1907), pp.237-238.
A stort note on the gaping display of the King Bird of
Peradise advancing the theory. that bright colouring of the

buccal cavity in birds can only be explained by principles of
sexual selection.

23 November,

58. Birds of the field. I.

Saturday Review, vol. 104, (1907), pp.632-633.

The first of a series of six articles (56-83) giving
instances to supvort the theory that the female bird is by no
means indifferent to the battles of rival males, and will often
intervene to show whsre her preference lies. These observations
formed the first part of the paper om Zuffs published im 1906 (51).
The first example given is that of a Mallard duck driving off &
third drake and showing a preference for one of the two remaining.



59.

60.

61.

62,

63.
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1907

30 November.

Birds of the field. II.

Saturday Heview, vols 104, (1907), pp.6€7-668.

A hen Xantish Plover is shown to be interested in the
fighting of two rival males.

T Becember,

14

2l

28

Birds of the field. III.

Saturday Review, vole. 104, (1907), p.697.

A hen Kentish Plover drives off a second hen approaching
two fighting nmales, and later drives off one of the males.

December.
Eirdas of the field. IV.

Saturdsy Eeview, vole 104, (1$07), pp.726-727.

A Redshank, assumed to be a hen, is seen to drive off one
of two fighting males.

December. ]
Birds of the field. V.

Saturday Review, vole 104, (1907), pp.761-762.

Another hen Redshank shows a preference for one of two
fishting males.

December.
Birds of the field. VI. The Ruffs and the Resve.

Saturday Review, vol. 104, (1907), pp.794-T95.

A description of the prostration of the Ruffs on the
aerrival of a Heeve, and ¢f the manner in whioh she unmistakeably
makes her choice among them.




20

1908

Inrehe.

64. Some notes on a habit of the (reat Spotted Yioodpecker (Dendroconus
nzjor) in relation to a similar but more developed habit in the
Californizn lioodpecker (I9lanermes fornicivorus).

Zoolo~ist, (4th series), vol. 12, (1908), pp.61-91.°
Obgervations maede in April and ilay, 1907, in Britain, and
during the following winter in Cermany, show that the Great '
Spotted toodpecker has developed a habit similar to that of the
Californian ‘oodpecker of wedsing acorns into treese. Althougsh
thae birds were not seen at work in this country, spruce cones
were found emvedded by them in the trunks of Scotch firs, and
in Jermany the birds were watched placing cones in clefts high
in the branches. The cones are evidently inserted for
convenience in eating. The origin of the habit is discussed.

65 The loves of the Zuffs. 1.

Saturday Toview, vols. 105, (1903), pp.593-594.

The dominant Tuffs in an assenbly are not necessarily the
most pusnacious but are often those with the best developed
adornmsnts. The preference of the leeve, when exprecsed, is
seen to give additional vigour to the chosen male.

66. The loves of the Iuffs. II.

Saturday Leview, vol. 105, (1508), pp.627-628.

lore instances are given of seleciion of a mate on the part
of a ileeve. "he other Ruffs do not interfere with her choice.

‘.:.)3 LY e
67. The loves of the Ruffs. 1Ii.

Saturday Teview, vols 105, (1908), pp.653-660,

The purnose served by fighting among Kuffs ig discussed.
It is considered that the Iuff could not maintain his place in
the assembly without fishting, but that a staze of transition
has bzen reached where combat iz gradually becoming formalised
and is passing into display.
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1908

l'ia;y'.
G8. Sezual selection in birds.

Zoologist, (4th series), wol. 12, (1908), p.191.

e i e

A note in reply to the editorisl comment on his note on
sexuzl selection published in the same journal in 1907 (57).

vaentember.
G9. Come ohbservalions on butterflies and hornets. (liade in France).

Zoolonist, (4th series), vol. 12, (1908), pp.333-341.

Observations made in July, 1908, on butterflies and hornets
feedins on sap exudinz from oaks, and on the relations between
the two specics.
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1909

Hovambaer.

T0. An observational diary on the nuptial habits of the flackeock
(Tetrao tetrix) in Seandinavia and ingland. (iart I. Scandinavia).

Zoolorist, (4th series), vol. 13, (1909}, pp.4Cl-q413,
vole 11, (1910}, pp.23-29, 51-5G.

Qboervations made in Varmland, Sweden, in 1907, on Blzeck
Game at the "lek". It is noted that, as with the Lufi, the
fennles are won by the sttractions of the males and not by their
fighting provess.  Two forma of display by the cock are
describeds the courtsihip disnlay before the female, and ths
aosressive display, or Y"war-dance", performed in challenge to
rivul males. Tris latter may be a substitute for battle, since
fighting without gain would be detrimental to the srpecies. it
is concluded that Larwin's theory of sexuzl selsction is urheld
by these obzervations. This paper, part 2 of which anreared in
1910 (72), was summarised in the Hzturalist in 1913 (86).
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1910

24 aye

The finches.

T

In KIRITIAY, Fredericlk Pernuf 3Bever.

The Dritish bird booliz an account of all the birds, nests
and excg found in the British Isles. london, and
bdinburgh, T«Ce & ll.Ce Jacl, 1911-13. wvol. 1, ssction 1,
Tp.83=156,

the Sritish bird book anpeared in 12 sections, bound
eventually into 4 volumes, section 1 arvearing in iay, 1910,
znd zection 2 in October of the same years. Altloush in the
omtline scheme of the work a2t the beszinuing of sgeciion 1,
“elous' name appears in the list of chapters and writers as the
autitor of articles on the Hightjar, the auks, sluazs, rails,
deron, bDittern and petrels to form part of subsequent sectiong,
his contributions avparenily csazed after the chupier on the
~ivits in section 2, the cuanters on the zbove birds beiag
vritteon by othors. ilis name, however, romeing armong tlhe list of
coitsriiuiors on the cover of every section. This article, and
whe cthewms w ich followed in seetion 2 (75), give a general
cocount of the Tamily os 2 whele, 2nd of the various shecies
wbhicn commocs it, followinn the "Ireliminary classified notes”
vihich ~ive more precise infornation under hszdings for each
srecies, znd which are usuzlly the joint work of the editor and
several otbher contributors.

Ligire

in observational diasry on the nuptial habits of the Blackcock
(fctrao tetrix) in Ccundinavia and Tnzland. (Part II. Englund).

Zoolowist, (4th series), vol. 14, (1910), 1pp.176-132, 248-265.

Obgservations made in ilay, 1908. It is established that the
Greyhena come to the "lek" to be courted by the cocks. “he hen
advances through the assembly, courted by first one and then
another cock, and finally crouches before the males of her chcice,
when pairing is accomplished. Thare is sszen to be sowe fizhting
among cocis, due to one bird coming too clove to another during
courtahin, but this is of short duration. There is also sore
fighting emonsz hens for the same Traason. Part 1 of this paper
appeared in 1909 (70).

aucuste
JACR'S ILIiS2CTS.

Jack's insects, by zdrund Selousesa'ith forty—four illustrations
by Jehe Shepherd. London, lethuen & co., ltd., (1910).

1 pelexiii,(1),379,(5) pe incl. front., illus. T7.in.
The contents of this book wers re-issued in 1920 in two parts,

chapters 1-10 anpearing as Jac?'s insects. Popular edition (213
and chapters 11-20 under the title ol Juck's other insects (1ld

?

A book for children. the evils of collecting are

emphasised, and the study of the living insects is nrred
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1910

Septonber.

Huable-~beeg and fox;loves.
Zoolonist,(4th series), vol, 14, (1910), pr.327-336.

Coservations mede in %the Black Torcst in the sumer of 1907,
cn the diffsrent nmanner of feeding on Toxizloves of various
snecies of humble~bee with sroeculations on how these differences
in hablt have arisen and how far they are beaneficial to the
CpeCLicBe

The buntinzse. The wagtails. “he pipita.
In nIRIT AT, IFredexick Bornuf Zaver.

The British bird bool: an account ¢f =11 the birds, nesis
and ezps found in the British Isles. London, and
Hdlinburzh, TeCe & E.C._Jack, 1911-13. vol. I, gection 2,
TP« 169=-198, 239-259, 200-27T.

These articles, like the one on the finches which apreared
in section 1, gzive a zeneral description of the cuaracieristics
of the family as a whole and the habits of the varicus s:ecies
included in it. The extent of Selous' contribution to this
work has been more fully described under the earlier entry (71).
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rebruarye

76; +n obgarvitionsl aiaxy cn the doiesntis hobita of the Snarrow-
hawk {cci~itor ninug)e

Zooluriat, (4th sariag), vole 15, (1911), ppe46-=53, 104118,

[}

-1
Oy
!

[ L]
(.
*

Obgarvatlouns made in Brittuny on a nostiug pair during Uy,
cune znd Julv, 1910, 3 i3 nolted that the lemale ulone
incubates ond {osds the young on the nesty, {cod beln: bLrought b
the melae Loth Tox hersclf wad the younze The rmula either
rasses focd to the Teimale in tha zir, or leavas it ‘or har ne:xr
T2 neste Shoe Tooud ig probably Brousht ready plucikud.

27 exiembar.
TTs ZoU CUNVIRSATION DO,

ated by

).

The Zoo converaniion book, by TWdnimd Colouzs..olllns
Jeie “hepherd. London, ¥ilis & Joon, lindited, (1l

viil,3i4pe 12 ple 7line

Sehool editions of this book vwere printed and igsusd in
1912 and 1014,

i booll for children. The animsls at tha Zoo are made to
tzlk, and to describe thelr owm hubiisce

1011.
8. WONDERS OF Ti2 INSLCT WORLD.
The wonilers of the insect world, by dnmund Jelouge.s ith ei bt
illustrations by lanceclot Speed wnd Carton loore lari. iondon,
“eeloy & €o.y lipited, 1wil.

171,(5) p. fromt.y, 7T 2le & ine

a4 re-lgsne of chartars 1-14 of tha larger worl, Thnrro:"nce
of ingast 13€e, rublished by the sane fiznm in 13L0 (DJ5/e
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80,
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15

15

1912

archs

An observational diary on the domestic hz2bits of the rkede—throaied
Liver (Colynbus sestentrionalis).

solozist, (4th series), vol. 18, (1912), pp.31-96, 171-180,
210-2190.

Obaervations maede during July and sugsust, 1910, on a pair
with youni. The young are ied at very lon7 intervals with fish,
presunanly from the ‘seae. The "penguin" attitude assuwmed by
male and femule iz compared with the sizilor attitude seen in
tae Great (rested Grebe.

laye
Urigin of the nocial antics and courting éiszloys of birds.
Zoolozist, (4th sories), vole 16, (1912), »p.197-199.

4 conuent on views exvressed in section 7 of Hdrlanan's
D1itigh Lird Lool, suprorting Selons! own theory that the social

altticy aud courting displays of virds have their oricin in
srensied movenents srrinzing from sexual excitement. Selous
rerers here to lhiis omm observations on Peoewits published in the
Toolemist in 1902 (6), wehich zive support to his theory that
neait=ouilding has the same origine

September.

a1 ohservational diary on tas doumestic habits of the Carrion-crow
(Uorvus corone).

vs0lozist, (4th series), vol. 16, (1912), pp.321-337.
Ohgervations made during Aprii and Lay, 1910, in Irance.
It is geen that during incubation the sitting bird is not
relieved at the nest, and althoush there is no proof that it is
2lwaya the pame bird which returns to the nest after it has Deen
left empty, reither is there any evidence that a change tales
rlace at this time. The asswiption is thus strong that only the
female incubatese.

Cctober.

Waditional notes on the domestic habits of Corvus coZons.

7oolorist, (4th series), vole 16, (1912), pp.393-396.

P e e )

Observations on a taird peir accidently onitied {rom tue
previous papeT.



g3.

27

1512

30 October.
200 CONVINSATION BUOls HUGHIA'S SIS0l visIo,
The Foo conversation book: inghie's gocoud visit, Ly Zdmund
e8lousses Illustrated by Jes. Shevherd. London, iills ¢ Loon,
linited, (1912).
Vii:(l): 375,(1) pe 12n1. Tiin.

A seguel to the Zoo conversation boal (77).
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1913

11 January.
84. The 3lackecock.

Saturday Roview, vol. 115, (1913), rpe47~-48, 5380,

The courting display of the Blackcook is described. This
is distinct from the "wzr-dunce" which is not part of the
courtship but a martial demonstration before other mzles.

186 Junuary.

5. The Llzelkcock's courtship.
.aturday Review, vol. 115, (1913), pn.79-80.
“he Creyhen is seen to be not indifferent to the cock's
courtship, and will drive other hens from the "lek".
1l February.
86. The nuptial habits of the Bluckcock.
Faturaliast, (1913), pp.96-98.
selous points out that certain facts obgserved and recorded
by him in his paper on this subject in the Zoolorzist of 1909
and 1910 (70, 72}, have not been included in seciion 10 of the
Critish bird boolke
15 IFebruarye.
67. 4L diary of ornithological observation made in Iceland during

June and July, 191?_.

Zoolorist, (4th series), vol. 17, (1913), pp.57-66, 92-104,
129-136, 294-313, 409-422, vol. 18, (1914), pp.63-T4, 213-225,
vol. 19, (1915), pp.58-66, 169-1T4, 303-30T7, vol. 20, (1916),
Ppe 54-68, 139-152, 267-272.

This long paper begins in 1913 with observations on a pair
of Sea-eagles with a nest, on “hooper Swans and their cymets,
and on lerlins and Great Northern Divers at the nest. The
Glavonian Crebe is the subject of the part published in 1914, the
similarity of its habits - coition on the nest and the "Fenguin"
attitude - to those of the other members of the {rebe family
being noted. During 1915 appeared observations made on lerlins
feeding young and on the early brecding habits of the led-nacked
Phalarope, the latter being continued throushout 1916,  The
publication of the paper was never completed, as the Zooloist
vias merged with British birds in January, 1917.
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90

9l.

92.

29

1913

8 larche.

e swans of Iceland.

Saturday leview, vol. 115, (1913), pp.299-300, 487-483.

A4 general description of ‘hooper Swans and their nests, with
an account of a brood of cygnetas taking to the water for the first
time. The gecond article describes how a female, if derprived
of her egzgs, will try to join a pair with young.

2 Aurust.

‘Te Creat liorthern Liver. 1.

Caturday leview, vol. 116, (1913), rp.l139-140.

Che change-over on thne nest during incubation is described.
it is noted that this species often abandona the nest as soon as
t2e Tirst esg is hotched, even thoush the second egg is not
addled.

9 fAususte.

The Creat Northern Diver. II.

Suturday leview, vole 116, (1913), pp.169-170.

4 description of a pair with one chick.

15 Auzuste.

Courting actions of the Shag.
Zo0lorist, (4th series), vole 17, (1913), p.314.

A note pointing out that hie observations on this subject
auoted in egection 11 of the B8ritish bird toolk were founded on
notes made in the latter part of the breedins season, and that a
more continuous series of observations made earlier in the year
to be published shortly reveal peculiaritises hitherto unsusnected
in the habits of this epecies. The article referred to appsared

in 1915 (98).

20 Ceptembars

An Iceland mountaine

3aturday leview, vol. 116, (1913), PP+ 360361,

A description of mountain scenery,

i : and of som the birds
to be soen in such a region. ore of
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1914

Februa.ry.
93. The nurtial habits of the Luff. (A letter).
vild Life, vole 3, (1914), ppeziii-zv.

A levter in answer to a comment by EKirkman in ild Life,
llovember, 1913, on 3elous' observations on the Tuff in the
Zoolosigt (51), and on his theory of sexual selection in this
Speciog. Eirlman had asked why it is, if the Zulf's nuptizl
adornments are due to sexual selection, that there is such
gtriking indivicdual variety in the colour of these, whereas in
nost other species there is uniformity in such adornments.
Selous replies that althoush sexual selection may have fixed the
form of these there is no imperative reason why it should have
fixed their colour.

EHurche
94. The earlisr breedins habits of the led-throated Diver.
wild Life, vole. 3, (1914), pp. 138-144, 206-213.

Observations made in 4ipril, 1912. Fo true courtsaip
display is seen in this species, and it is assumed thzt courtship
end mz=ting rust take place at sea. It is noted that the
attitudes assumed towards each other by male and female -
notably the "nenguin'" stance = are glso enmployed by rival nmalss.
Courtship attitudes are seen to be similar in many ways to those
of the CGreat Crested Grebe, and as in this species, pairing tales
rlace on the neste.

1 Fovember.
95, Ornithological observations and reflections in Ghetland.

Haturalist, (1914), pp.355-357, 365-379, (1913), pp.324=326,
363=368, 384-38, (1917), pp.89-92, 260-269, (1918), pp.131-135,
158-160, 294-296, 317-320, 347-350, 381-133, (1919), rp.167-163,
259-262, 357-360, 361-385.

Observations made during a visit to Chetland in September and
October, 1911. The species described include Shags snd =
Cormorants, gulls, lerszansers, Liders, “kuas, Turnsiones, ‘himbrels
crows and LRock-doves. In that part of the paper waich appeared
during 1917 and 1918, considerable space is devoted 1o ey
descrintions of sudden corporate flights by flocks of Xittiwaxes
and other birds, and to discussion of the nature of the ilmpulse
which gives rise to tlhiem. The theory that they are due to Soxe
form of thouzht transference throush extra-sansory Porceptifns
i3 advanced. fhis idea is doveloped more fully in the boox

.1,

“hourht transforencs (or what?) in birds (121)
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1914
15 Decomber.
96. Courtshin habits of the Creat Crested (rebe (Podicires cristatug).

Zoolosist, (4th ssries), vol. 18, (1214), pp.462-465.

Selous discusses relereinccs made by J.3. Huzley in a paner,
"fhe courtship habits of the (reat Crasted lirebe", {Froc. Zsol.
Soc. Lond. (1914) pp.491-562), to his own previously published
obgervaitions on this snecies, with regard to "head-shaking'", the
"yonguin® attitude, and other courtship actions.
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1 Apwil,
97. A diary of ornithological observatiorns in Srittany.

Motvralist, (1915), pp.139-141, 160-163, 193-197.

Obgervations made in 3rittany during l'ay to Juiy, 1909, on
a species of warbler not identified with certainty, bLut bslieved
%o be 2 lelodious "arbler. A femcle is watched feeding f{ledred
yourg, and later the feeding of youngz in the nast is observed.
Chey a:vear to Ge fed rostly by the fomale at first, thoush the .
male fno0s the femelae waile ghe is brooding, and later on toles
rore part in ITweding tho youngs. Both parents pley a part in
nese=ganibtation.

~t

95 the early breeding habits of the Shag.

OQugoervaiions mode on a visit to Shetland in 1913. It is
seen thot courtship hos been in many cases almost eantirely
uned dy the femule thag, wio attracts the male to her by this

~
(9}

ig-lay. e species is considered to be promiscuous. The
&ct that the nest is built on the site vhere roiring has already

sexuzl origin of nest-building previously promulsated which is
here recapitalated.

1 July.
99. Observations on the Groy Teal.

Taturalist, (1915), pp.217-221, 253-257, 281-284, 358-362.

Observations made in thae Seilly Isles on adults and young
during October, 1914. Vigits of cows to an islard to suclde
thelr ecalves are wotched.

July.

100. An observationsl diary of the domestic habits of the Little
Crebe or Dabechick,

1ild Life, vols T, (1915), pp.29-35, 38-42, 98-99, 137-141,
175-178, 219~230.

Observations made in the spring of 1914 in Suffolk, W1t? a
view to comn:-).ring the habits of this species with those Of.t.ﬂ.e
Great Crested Grebe. Coition, both normal and revers:g, L o
to talke place on the nest. soth birds grlng Ye?d t; tie geg?;
anaSodrouvats and Somh tre vouncy ” She origtn o7 o bl

~ ition 1is discussed. . \ .
:ﬁerizzgz?drg:;§;ion of faelinrs connected with hermaphroditism,

and not to the male's desire to overcome the femcle's
unwillingness to pair as Huxley suzgests.
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1916

T N -
februoarye.

10l.

The spring nabifts of the 3tone Curlew,
118 Life, vol. 8, (1916), pp.5l-94, 76-81, 112-115, 152-158.

“he tirds arrive at the end of larch, many slrealy paired.
“he bowing greeiing ceremony between paired birds is described;
it is seon to ve discontinued uiter the eggas are laid. The
nmeaning of this performance is discussed. it 18 considered to
be symbolic of coition, and not a true courtehip, althougzh disnlay
nay have evolved from this tyre of behaviour. The actions of a
pair in face of intrusion by a third bird are describeds fighting
is often seen to puss into threat disvlay. There is little
vocal utterance during courtship, probably because calling in this
srecies ig a social paenomenon. Lat2r in the season courtship
and threat poses ave seen to be combined. Loth birds incubate,
brcod ond feed the youngze.

June.

lu2.

Concerning the snipe. (A letter).
vild Life, vol. 8, (1916}, p.194.

4 letter suprorting the theory that the drumning of snipe
ig produced by means of the modified feathers of the tail. It
is pointed out that the evolution ol this characterisiic must be |\
in some woy connected with the gexual relaiions of the species.

June

103.

21

104,

Sexuzl sclection in birds: observations tending to throw light
on the question of sexual selection in birds, including a day-to-
day Qinry on the breeding habits of the iuld (ziachetes purnax).

"iid Life, vols 8, (1916). pp.187-190, 216-221, 248-254,
200-2055 326=332, 359, vols G (1917), pp.18-25, 130-134,
160-163, 205-211, 293-294.

This paper wes published in full in the Zoolozist, in 13C6
and 1907 (51), but its publication in ¥ild Life wus never comple-
ted as that journal csused in liareh, 1918.  <he last eniry of
+he diary on the Luff to appecr in the latter was that for
28 4pril, 1906, whoreas in the complete article the record
continues until 3 lay.

October.
IiTe in Shetland.

Gaturdey Review, vols 122, (1916), pp.387-388.

A descrivtion of Shetland in autunn.



105.

1016

Cetobor,.

Some recorded, buried fucts zbout the Tizhtjar.
"3id Life. vol. 8, (2916), rv.316-319.
An article pointins out that cortein fucts cobserved by
Moo Ticoll and published in 1113 Life, vol. 3, {1916,
D1 206=259, with the title, "Soms now facis a2itcut the 'i"&tinr,
hs8 already been renorded hy Sslcous in a poper in the Zsolocis
cf 1899 (1). 4 summary of the contents of the latter is 51ven.

W

15 Zovember.

Cn the sexual orizin of the nidif'icatory, incudvatory, and
courting dignlay instinets in birds: an answer to criticisme

Zoolorist, (4th series), vole 20, (1916), pp.401-412.

A renly to an article by liiss Li.D. Zavilund in tne
Zoolorist, vols 19, (1915), pp.217-225, on tae Lapwing, in
viich seious! theory of .the origin of nest-duilding 1s
criticised. telous maintains the correctness of his conclusion
that the ingtinct has a sexual origin in common with the
incubatory and courting digplay instincts, suprporting it with
many references, azainst filss Haviland's theory that the huobit
hos arisen through the desire of the hen bird to protect her
erss from the dampe
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10 Novemher.
TO 330 31T AT TLE Z00C.

TPommy Seith at the Zoc, by IDiuund Cslouse.es.ith eisht
illuatrations. London, liethuen & co., 1td., (1917).

PR \ . - - .
viin{1),183,(1) v. izrcate, 7 pl. 6% in.
LZsprinted T times. The illustraticns are from plhetosranhs

by Henry Irving, vW.l. Dondac, and from the 'Discovery"
anterctic erort.

A Dbock for children.

1917.
WURDEIS O AN)LAL LITT.

the wonders of aninal life: interesting descriptions of the
strance =2nd curicus in natural history, by idrund Selous.
LouGoun, Sceley ¢ co., lidey, 1917

It has riot been nosaible to see a copy of thiz bhook. it
ig recorded in the inslish GCatalozue of that year, and also in
Sonnenscheint The best bools (1910-35).
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1919
9 Januzlyje
109, TOLT SLITO AGAIN AD Wil Z00.

Tormy Sith egaia st the Zoo, by Zluwind Gelcuse.s itk scven
illustrationas. London, llethuen & co., lid., (1919).

vili,160 pe  front., 6 pl. G ine.

Levrinted 4 tines. The illustrations are from phoicrarhs
DYy Wele Lando, Lsnvy Irving, .rnest Thoupson Szdon and
Ze Ceth~Suith.

A gecuel to Tomry Smith et the Zoo (107).

1219.
110. {in pccount of the charamcter of his parents and uncles ).
In TIITLALS, John Guille.

Life of I'rederick Couritenay ielous, D.SeQey Capte 25th
Toyal i'wsilisers. :ith 14 full-rage illustrations by
the autror and 2 poriraits. London, etc., Longuens,
Green and Coey 1919. PDe3=He.

A descrizition of the character of bhig purents and cf th
family as a waole showing tae influsnces wiich roulded his
brother's nature, and vhich for Zdmund Selous prove "that the
force of heredity is stronzer, in the individual, than that
of education and surrcundings."
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IMay.
111. Sex~habits of tie Crext Crested Trese.

Naturalist, (1920), pp.§7-102, 155-138, 325-328, (1921)
PPe173-17 ’ 197_206' 301-3%.’ ’ ? )

Observations made during Pebruzry and early March, 1915,
at Tring. This paper criticises some of the conclusions
drawn by J.S. Huxley in a paper on the same species in
Proc. Z00l. Soc. Lond. (1914), pp.491-562. The Crebes are
seen to be already mated shortly after their arrival at the
regervoirs, and it is concluded that they arrive paired,
either palring at sea or remaining paired throughout the
winter. Displays of "head-shaking" and the "penguin dance™
between paired birds are demcribed: the former is considered
to have had a nervous origin which later developed into major
part of display through sexual selection, which also produced
the head-lappets. The theory is advanced that in those
specles which pair for 1life, sexusl selection may operate
between the sexes.

1 May.
112. Magpies, etct useful or harmful? (Letters).
Naturalist, (1920), pp.173-174, 194.
Two letters denying that the destruction of Magpies by
game-keepers has been of benefit to emall birds, and citing the

writer's experience in Brittany where Magpies, Jays, etc., are
not destroyed and where small birds are particularly abundant.

3 June.
113. JACK'S INSECTS. (Popular edition).
Jack's insects, by Edmund Selous...Popular edition. With
twenty-three i1llustrations by J.A. Shepherd. London, Methuen
& co., 1ltd., (1920).
viii,183,(1) p. 4llus. T& ins

This is a reprint of chapters 1-10 of the text of the 1910
edition (73).

2 Septembers
114. JACK'S OTHER INGECTS.
Jack's other insects, by Edmund Selouse..Popular edition. With
twenty illustrations by J.A. Shepherd. London, Methuen & 6Oy
1td., (1920).
x1,(1),195,(1) p. illus. 73 in.

A reprint of chapters 11-20 of Jack's insects, 1910 edition
(13)e
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1922

3 August,.
115. TOMMY SMITH'S BIRDS.

Tommy Smith's birds, by Edmund Selous...With four illustrations.
London, Methuen & 00., 1td., (1922).

2 peleyx,y173,(1) pe fromt., 3 pl. 6% in.

The illustrations are from photographs by Riley Fortune and
Henry Irving.

A book for children on the same lines as Tommy Smith's
animalg. .
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1924
1l February.

116. Instances of inverted sexuality. (A letter).

Naturalist, (1924), p.62.

A letter giving examples of inverted sexuality recorded
and published previouslye. Instances given are for the Creat
Crested Grebe, the Ruff, the llovorhen and the Little Crebe.
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1925

1 Juneae.

117. The courting habits of the Heron.

Faturalist, (1925), pp.179-182.
BExtracts from a diary kept during February, 1916, while
watching at a heronry. The cries and actions of the birds on

the nests are described. It is assumed that, as with the Shag,

it is the female who plays the dominant part in courtship, and
attracts the male to her on the nest.

23 October.
118. (Introduction to) WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

Fanderings in South America, by Charles Waterton. (With an
introduction by Bdmund Selous). London, Toronto, J.Y. Dent &
sons, 1td; New York, E.P. Dutton & co., (1925).

xxvy(1),261,(1) ps 7 in. (Everyman's Library, No. 772).

The introduction, dated 1 May, 1925, from Viyke Regis

Castle, near Weymouth, gives a short account of Waterton's
life and worke.

1 November.
119. Further observations on the nuptial habits of the Heron.

Naturalist, (1925), pp.335-336.

Extracts from a diary kept during March and April, 1916.
Digplay and notes are seen to be common to both sexes. it is
concluded that seasonal activity of the generative system in
birds produces violent actions which predominate in the mals.

Through sexual and natural selection these have evolved into
courtship actions and nest-building.
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1927

13 October.

REALITIES OF BIRD LIFE.

Realities of bird 1ife, being extracts from the diaries of a
life-loving naturalist, by Edmund Selous. With an introduction
by Julian S. Huxley.

xvi,350,(2) . diagr. 9 in.

A selection of extracts from diaries dealing with many
different species, notably Herons, Rooks, Avocets, Oyster-
catchers, Redshanks, Ruffs, Blackcock and Red-throated Divers.
Some of this material had already appeared in ¥ild Life, the

_Zoologist, and the Saturday Review.
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1931

121. TIOUGHT TRANSFERENCE (OR WHAT?) IN BIRDS.

Thought transference (or what?) in birds, by Edmund Selous...
London, Constable & company, ltde, 1931+

xi,(1),255,(1) p. 6% in.

A book sesking to show, with axamples, that many corporate
movements by large flocks of birds can only be explained by

assuming the existence of some form of extra-sensory perception
in birdse. - . : .
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1933

BEVOLUTION OF EABIT IN BIRDS.

Evolution of habit in birds, by Edmund Selous. -With an
introduction by H.J. Eassingham. London, Constable & co.,
1td., 1933.

xviy17-296 pe 8 ine

This book aims to show how habits, originally purposive,
tend to become formalised and are at length performed as an
end in themselves. The theory is put forward that it is
possible, by means of prolonged observation of the hablits of
birds, to discover the evolutionary sources from which they
have developed. This was Selous' last published book, as he
died in the following year.
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