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Scope

• Mailing list archives as primary source material
• What are the potentials of mailing list archives for exploring the 

formation of academic disciplines?
• Case study: Humanist Discussion Group (est. 1987)
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The Humanist: Access and Data preparation

• Goal:
• Identify influential people, conferences 

and institutions
• Detect thematic and disciplinary shifts 

over time

• 3 archives:
• 1987-2008
• 2008-2018
• 2018-present

• UCL Ethics approval (AH/2025/23)
Images:
Humanist logo: https://dhhumanist.org/ 
Humanist archive: https://dhhumanist.org/archives/Converted_Text/
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The Humanist: Method
• Data acquisition

• File download
• Webscraping with Wget

• Data cleaning
• Regular Expressions
• OpenRefine

• Data processing and analysis
• spaCy
• Matplot

Images:
Metadata screenshot: https://dhhumanist.org/archives/Current/Humanist.vol23.txt
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The Humanist: Initial results
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Project: Next steps

Images:
Screenshot archive: https://hiddenhistories.net/s/medorah/page/OralHistory
Interview: Nyhan, J., Flinn, A. (2016). They Took a Chance: Susan Hockey and Julianne Nyhan. In: 
Computation and the Humanities. Springer Series on Cultural Computing. Springer, Cham. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
Preliminary network: Jiajie Zhang (2025)

https://hiddenhistories.net/s/medorah/page/OralHistory
https://hiddenhistories.net/s/medorah/page/OralHistory
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-20170-2_6


Thank you!

marco.humbel.17@ucl.a.cuk
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