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TWO CPJ ADDENDA FROM HAWARA

This article publishes two fragmentary documents that offer evidence for Jewish presence in the Fayum in 
the early years of Roman rule, complementing the material recently published in CPJ V. The papyri were 
found by Petrie in Hawara in 1889, and are kept at University College London.

1. Sublease of a Vineyard
The papyrus preserves parts of the concluding section of a lease and a subscription. The signatory, whose 
name is lost but whose father was named Iakoubos, identifi es himself as a ‘Persian of the descent’ and 
declares that he has [verb lost] a vineyard to another person. The signatory is evidently the lessor, but his 
status designation suggests that he is also a lessee (or debtor) of someone else. The document is probably 
a sublease of a vineyard owned by the state, as suggested by the ‘Persian’ lessors in a number of Arsinoite 
subleases of public land of the early Roman period (see below, 6 n.). If so, it is a very early example of this 
type of document, alongside P.Oslo II 32 (1 CE).1

The text is written along the fi bres. As the papyrus is mounted, the back may be presumed blank.

P.Haw. inv. 89          5.1 (w) × 3.9 (h) cm    29 October 13 or 3 BCE

    –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –
    [καὶ μετὰ τὸν] χρόνον π[α]ρ α δ ό τ ω  τ [ὸ ἔδαφοϲ καθα-]
    [ρὸν ἀπὸ] θ ̣ροίου καλάμου ἀγρώϲτε [ωϲ δείϲηϲ πάϲηϲ]
    [καὶ   ̣  ̣  ]̣  ̣  ̣  ε̣  μ̣ένον οἷον καὶ παρ [είληφεν καὶ]
    [μὴ ἐξέ]ϲτω αὐτῷ προλιπεῖν τὴν μ[ίϲθωϲιν.]
5   m.2    [ἔτουϲ]   ̣η  Καίϲαροϲ, Ἁθυρ β . ἀ [ν(αγέγραπται) διὰ - - ]
     m.3    [c.6 Ἰακ]ο ύβου Πέρϲηϲ τῆϲ ἐπιγονῆ[ϲ ἐπικεχώρηκα?]
    [     c.10     ]ωνι Θέωνοϲ ἀπελῶνα   [̣ - - - ]
    [      c.12     ]α  περὶ Βερνικίδα Αἰγια [λοῦ - - - ]
    –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –

 2 l. θρύου  7 l. ἀμπελῶνα

‘… and at the end of the term he should surrender the ground free from rushes, reeds, coarse grass and 
all dirt, and -ed, as he also received it, and it should not be possible for him to abandon the lease.’ (2nd 
hand) ‘Year _8 of Caesar, Hathyr 2. Registered through …’ (3rd hand) ‘I, … son of Iakoubos, Persian 
of the descent, have conceded(?) to -on son of Theon … a vineyard … around Bernikis Aigialou …’

1–3 These lines are restored after P.Mert. I 10.20f. (Philad.; 20) καὶ μετὰ τὸν χρόνον παραδότωι τὸ ἔδαφοϲ 
καθαρὸν ἀπὸ | θροίου καλάμου ἀγρώϲτεωϲ δίϲηϲ πάϲηϲ καὶ ἀναπεπαυμέ(νον). There is no parallel for the parti-
ciple in l. 3, and I have not succeeded in obtaining a plausible reading. The fi rst three extant letters are of variable 
interpretation; the letter between ε and μ might be ϲ, if there is a letter there. (I am grateful to A. Jördens for chal-
lenging successive reading attempts.)

3–4 οἷον καὶ παρ [είληφεν. Cf. BGU IV 1119.32 (Alex.; 6/5 BCE), P.Oxy. II 278.18 (Oxy.; 17).
4 μὴ ἐξέ]ϲτω αὐτῷ προλιπεῖν τὴν μ[ίϲθωϲιν. This clause is often followed by ἐντὸϲ τοῦ χρόνου, but there is no 

room for it in the lacuna. The conclusion of the contract is rather abrupt.
1 See in general H.-A. Rupprecht, Rechtsübertragung in den Papyri. Zur Entwicklung von Parachoresis und Ekchoresis, in 

Gedächtnisschrift für Wolfgang Kunkel (1984) 365–90, reprinted in his Beiträge zur Juristischen Papyrologie. Kleine Schrif-
ten (2017) 95–118; cf. P.Cair.Gad 10 introd., with a list of relevant documents on p. 115.
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5 ]   ̣η  Καίϲαροϲ. The trace is the top of a tall upright, which suits iota or kappa: ι η  or κ η . On the notary’s reg-
istration docket, cf. W. G. Claytor JJP 44 (2014) 95 n. 6. (I am grateful to WGC for advice on this line.)

6 Ἰακ]ο ύβου. No other name attested in the papyri has this ending. On the use of the name by Jews in the early 
Roman period, see CPJ V, pp. 4–6.

Πέρϲηϲ τῆϲ ἐπιγονῆ[ϲ. Cf. P.Mich. V 311.27 (Talei; 34), P.Soter. 5.35f. (Thead.; 94/5), P.Meyer 12.9f. (Thead.; 
115), and P.Flor. I 20 = W.Chr. 359.6f. (Thead.; 127), with J. G. Tait, APF 7 (1924) 179.

7 The restored ἐπικεχώρηκα relies on the spacing and on the type of this document; see P.Cair. Gad. 10.13 
(Thead.; 97/8 or 131/2?) and n., and cf. P.Ryl. IV 600.24 (Karanis; 8 BCE), SB XX 14314.23 (Tebt.; 26), or P.Mil.Vogl. 
VI 269.32 (Tebt.; 124). P.Oslo II 32.8, P.Soter. 5.36f., etc. give ὁμολογῶ/-οῦμεν ἐπικεχωρηκέναι. P.Mich. V 311.28 
has ὁμολογῶ μεμιϲθωκέναι.

8 Βερνικίδα Αἰγια [λοῦ = TM Geo 429, in the division of Themistos. For possible references to Jews in connec-
tion with this village, see CPJ III 459, but the readings and interpretation are uncertain.

2. Tax Register
A fragment from the top of a tax register, as suggested by the references to τέλοϲ or τέλεϲμα and drachmas 
(ii 3–4). There is a mention of something Jewish, possibly the Jewish tax (ii 2).2 It is unclear how this relates 
to the pastophoros in the fi rst column (i 3).

The text is written along the fi bres. The back is hidden, presumably blank.

P.Haw. inv. 413         9.6 (w) × 10 (h) cm         Late fi rst / early second century

 ]               Φίλωνοϲ Εὐ  [̣
 ]ϲ                     Ἰουδ(αι  ) α  [̣
     πα]ϲ τοφόρωι       τελ(  ) κ δ  [
   ]  ̣  ̣     ̣          (δραχμαὶ) ιϛ ἐπὶ λ[όγου (?)
   5        ἐπ [ὶ (?)
 –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   – 

 ii 2 ιουδ  3 τελ  4  5 ̅

(col. ii) ‘Philon Eu- … Judaic (?) … charge, 24 … 
16 drachmas on account (?) …’

i 4 At the end of the line, possibly the 3-obol symbol.
ii 1 Φίλωνοϲ Εὐ  [̣. The name Philon was not uncom-

mon among Hellenized Jews; see T. Ilan, Lexicon of Jewish 
Names in Late Antiquity iii 392–4. Εὐ  [̣ may be the begin-
ning of his father’s name; Εὐη [μερίαϲ is another possibility.

2 Ἰουδ(αι  ): Ἰουδ(αίων) or Ἰουδ(αϊκοῦ), with τέλουϲ or
τελέϲματοϲ implied. The Jewish tax was levied in Egypt 
between 71 and 116; see CPJ II, pp. 111–16, and CPJ V 650 introd. and 14 n. It is not clear what the following α  [̣ 
represents.

3 τέλ(ουϲ) or τελ(έϲματοϲ). This must be a different charge from the Jewish tax mentioned in the previous line. 
The purport of the following number is not obvious. 

4 ἐπὶ λ[όγου, a phrase that refers to a partial payment, is consistent with the fi scal context.
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2 The papyrus is mentioned in I. Uytterhoeven, Hawara in the Graeco-Roman Period. Life and Death in a Fayum Village 
(2009) 278 n. 102.




