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Flying creatures

Family resemblance



Smilov & Krastev

A “family resemblance” concept, futile to look for a 
very strict definition

Almost unimaginable diversity of policies and actors

Only … ill-defined concept like “populism” can … 
grasp … the radical transformation of politics







CHES

C H A P E L  H I L L  S U R V E Y



FIDESZ

Smer

GERB

FI

INGLEHART & NORRIS 2016



Centrism

Newness

Opportunity



Centrism

• Success because of 
centrism

• Simeon II, Res Publica, 
New Era, Miro Cerar, ANO, 
Smer etc

• Some vague, others not





Newness

Experienced outsider 
• Non-partisan minister Skele, Skvernelis, 

Paksas, Schwarzenberg

• Business Berlusconi, Babiš, Kiska

• Media, showbiz Valinskas, Trump, 
Grillo, Rusko

• Civil service Repše, Borisov, Paulauskas

• Experts Petru, Cerar

• Head of state Zatlers, Simeon Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha



Opportunity

•Vacancy

•Electoral system

•Party legislation
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SPOT THE

POPULIST!
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