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A Closed-form Expression for the Gaussian Noise
Model 1n the Presence of Raman Amplification

H. Buglia, M. Jarmolovicius, L. Galdino, R.I. Killey, and P. Bayvel

Abstract—A closed-form model for the nonlinear interference
(NLI) in Raman amplified links is presented, the formula ac-
counts for both forward (FW) and backward (BW) pumping
schemes and inter-channel stimulated Raman scattering (ISRS)
effect. The formula also accounts for an arbitrary number of
pumps, wavelength-dependent fibre parameters, launch-power
profiles, and is tested over a distributed Raman-amplified system
setup. The formula is suitable for ultra-wideband (UWB) optical
transmission systems and is applied in a signal with 13 THz
optical bandwidth corresponding to transmission over the S-
, C-, and L- band. The accuracy of the closed-form formula
is validated through comparison with numerical integration of
the Gaussian noise (GN) model and split-step Fourier method
(SSFM) simulations in a point-to-point transmission link.

Index Terms—Ultra-wideband transmission, Raman amplifi-
cation, S+C+L band transmission, closed-form approximation,
Gaussian noise model, nonlinear interference, nonlinear dis-
tortion, optical fiber communications, inter-channel stimulated
Raman scattering

I. INTRODUCTION

O cope with the exponential growth of data transmission

required by internet services such as high-definition video
streaming, cloud computing, artificial intelligence, Big Data
and the Internet of Things, new technologies such as UWB
transmission and space-division multiplexing (SDM) have
been widely explored in recent years [1]-[3]. For UWB trans-
mission systems, exploring the low-loss wavelength window
of a silica-based optical fibre, as shown in Fig. 1, requires
the utilisation of new amplifier technologies in addition to
Erbium-doped fibre amplifiers (EDFAs). Among these, we can
cite Thulium and Bismuth doped fibre amplifiers (TDFAs and
BDFAs), semiconductor optical amplifiers (SOA) and Raman
amplifiers.

Recently, a wide range of works has shown the benefits of
using Raman amplification (RA) to achieve higher through-
puts [4]-[13]. RA can be divided into two types, namely
distributed RA and discrete RA. For the former, the pumps
are injected into the transmission fibre, while for the latter a
separate fibre is used as the amplification stage. In both cases,
the pumps interact with the signal to provide the desired signal
amplification.
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Fig. 1. Attenuation coefficient (a) and Raman gain spectrum (b) of an ITU-T
G652.D fibre.

Together with new amplifier technologies, the key goals in
optical network design are to maximise system throughput and
introduce intelligence in the network, delivering capacity when
and where it is needed [14], [15]. To that purpose, real-time
estimation of the UWB system performance is essential, as
it enables efficient and rapid system design, online network
optimisation routines and virtualisation of the physical layer.

Such real-time prediction of UWB optical fibre transmission
systems can be achieved via closed-form expressions of the
GN model and its extensions [16]-[18]. This model offers a
simple way of estimating the fibre NLI by treating it as additive
Gaussian noise. Numerous closed-form expressions have been
proposed to date [19]. Of interest for UWB transmission
systems are closed-form expressions for the GN model in the
presence of ISRS effect [18], namely ISRS GN model. Closed-
form expressions of this model were derived in [20]-[28].

This work focuses on the derivation of a closed-form
formula to estimate the NLI in Raman-amplified links. Apart
from [24], [25], the remaining closed-form expressions are
valid or tested for lumped-amplified links only. Despite the
closed-form formula in [24], [25] being valid and tested for
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Raman amplified links, it is limited to FW pumping schemes
and was tested only over C-band systems. A closed-form
formula limited to BW pumping schemes can be found in [29],
however, it is only valid for C-band systems and limited to
27 order Raman amplification, i.e, the utilisation of two or
fewer pumps.

In this work, we developed a general closed-form expression
of the ISRS GN model [18] supporting both FW-RA and
BW-RA, ISRS, valid for arbitrary-order RA, i.e, an arbitrary
number of pumps. This was enabled by deriving for the first
time a semi-analytical solution to model the signal profile
in the presence of RA and ISRS. The proposed closed-form
formulation is valid for Gaussian constellations, and in this
work is tested using a distributed RA setup. Its accuracy is
verified with numerical integration of the ISRS GN model
and SSFM simulations.

The closed-form expression presented in this work was first
published in [30]. In this work, we extensively discuss its
validation and present all the mathematical derivations used
to obtain it. We also include a complete discussion on the
semi-analytical approach used to obtain an accurate estimation
of the fibre signal profile evolution along the fibre distance.
This work together with [30] represents the first closed-form
expression of the GN model supporting FW-RA and BW-RA
in the presence of ISRS.

II. THE SIGNAL PROFILE EVOLUTION

This section shows the derivation of the semi-analytical
expression for the signal power evolution along the fibre
distance in the presence of RA and ISRS. The second part
of this section shows the accuracy of the utilisation of the
proposed approach.

A. The derivation of the closed-form expression for signal
profile evolution

For NLI estimation expressions based on regular perturba-
tion analysis, such as the GN model and its extensions [16]—
[18], the estimation of the NLI interference is dependent on the
signal power profile evolution along the optical fibre distance.
Because of this, a fundamental step in deriving any closed-
form expression for NLI estimation is to first derive a closed-
form expression for the signal power profile evolution.

In the case of C-band systems, such an expression is trivial
as the signal power evolution is only loss-dependent [16]. The
situation is more tricky in the presence of ISRS as the power
of each channel interacts with one another and a set of coupled
differential equations must be solved. Analytical expressions
for this case were derived in [31], [32]. These expressions
are used in [21] (Eq. 16 and 17) to derive a semi-analytical
solution of the signal power profile evolution. The solution
is semi-analytical because it is further optimised to correctly
reproduce the solution of the coupled differential equations.

The situation is even more complicated in the case of RA,
whereas besides the channel-channel interactions, pump-signal
and pump-pump interactions must also be considered, not only
in the forward direction but also in the backward one. Indeed,
for the case of RA and ISRS, the solution of the so-called

coupled differential Raman equations in the presence of RA
must be solved, and it is given by
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Fig. 2. Per-channel launch power evolution along the fibre distance for (a)
FW-RA (b) BW-RA and (c) FW+BW-RA.
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TABLE I
PUMPS’ POWER AND WAVELENGTH ALLOCATION WHICH YIELDS THE POWER PROFILES SHOWN IN FIG 2.
E-band S-band
Wavelength [nm] [ 1402.1 [ 1408.7 | 14154 | 1422.1 [ 1428.8 [ 1435.7 | 1442.6 | 1449.6 | 1456.6 | 1463.7 | 14854
Forward Raman Pump Scenario
FW pumps’ power at z =0 [mW] [ 1509 [ 3313 | 1612 | 1195 [ 343 [ 358 [ 304 | 257 [ - [ 630 [ 172
Backward Raman Pump Scenario
BW pumps’ power at z = L [mW] - 668.7 64.6 167.7 14.3 58.2 453 50.8 - 13.4 58.5
BW pumps’ power at z =0 [uW] - 203.9 40.0 200.9 30.7 198.7 225.6 350.0 - 186.4 5235
Forward + Backward Raman Pump Scenario
FW pump power at z = 0 [mW] - - - - - - - - - 393.32
BW pumps’ power at z = L [mW] | 297.79 | 123.07 | 130.92 | 184.78 - 80.68 17.88 - 24.23 27.41 -
BW pumps’ power at z =0 [uW] 53.9 43.7 96.6 263.5 - 327.9 103.9 - 250.8 396.7 -

op; Nen
0. Z %Q(Af)Psz Z %g(Af)PpPH—
k=it1 7t pifi>fp 7t
i—1
"‘Zg(Af)PkPi+ Z g(Af)P,P; — a; P,
k=1 p:fi<fo

ey
where, P;, f; are the power and frequency of the channel
of interest (COI), Py, fi are the power and frequency of
the remaining WDM channels, P,, f, are the power and the
frequency of the pumps, g, (Af) is the polarization averaged,
normalized (by the effective core area A.s) Raman gain
spectrum for a frequency separation Af = |f; — fx|, 7 = k,p
and «; is the frequency-dependent attenuation coefficient. Note
that the symbol =+ represents the pump under consideration,
i.e., + for FW-pump and — for BW-pump configurations. The
pump equations are obtained by replacing ¢ = p in Eq. (1).

The first step in deriving the proposed closed-form expres-
sion for NLI estimation in this paper is to find a semi-analytical
expression for Eq. (1). Semi-analytical approaches were used
in [21], [25], [29], [33] to model specific transmission setups.
However, other types of approaches are also possible, e.g. [34].
In this paper for the first time, we proposed a general semi-
analytical solution to account for any RA setup scenario with
ISRS effect.

To carry this derivation, we based ourselves in [31] and
show the derivation in Appedix A. Let p(z, f;) be the signal
profile evolution normalised by the input power profile, i.e,
plz, fi) = %. Thus, a semi-analytical solution of Eq. (1)
is given by

p(z, fi) = e **[1 = (Cf.iPsLeit + Cy.i Py Let) (fi — )], (2)
where

Ler(z) = (L —e %) Jayp;
Legi(z) = (e7@0i(E72) —emomily jqy ;|

L is the span length, o, ay; and oy ; are fibre attenuation
coefficients, f is the average frequency of the FW and BW
pumps, Pr, and P, are the total launch power respectively
from the WDM channels together with any FW pumps, and
the BW pumps, C; and Cy ; is the slope of a linear regression
of the normalised Raman gain spectrum. The proof of Eq. (2)
is given in Appendix A.

The coefficients o, Ct;, Ch s, o, and oy ; are channel-
dependent parameters and matched using nonlinear least-
squares fitting to correctly reproduce the solution of the Raman
differential equations in the presence of RA, which is obtained
by numerically solving Eq. (1). Note that, three different loss
coefficients (o, oy, and a3 ;) and two different slopes of
the Raman gain spectrum (Cy; and Cj ;) are considered -
this enables an increase in the dimension of optimisation
space and is essential for modelling all the RA scenarios. The
parameters «;, Cy;, Cy, o4, and ap; can be interpreted
as modelling respectively the fibre loss, the gain/loss due to
FW-RA and BW-RA together with ISRS and how fast the
channel gain/loss due to the FW-RA and BW-RA together with
ISRS extinguishes along the fibre. This fitting optimisation
overcomes the restrictive assumptions used to derive Eq. (2)
and enables its utilisation in any simulation scenario, such as
any number of pumps, launch power profiles and bandwidths.

A main difference between the semi-analytical approach
proposed here and the one in [21], is the utilisation of
5 optimisation coefficients, against 3 for the latter. The 2
additional coefficients are essential to model BW-RA. Note
that, our approach is valid for arbitrary-order RA, i.e, an
arbitrary number of Raman pumps. The approach is also a
generalisation of [21] as it is also valid for lumped amplifi-
cation - if one sets Cp,; = 0 and f = 0, the semi-analytical
solution for the normalised signal profile shown in [21] is
obtained.

B. Results for signal profile evolution estimation

This section illustrates the utilisation of the semi-analytical
solution proposed in Eq. (2) to reproduce the solution of the
differential Raman equations in Eq. (1).

The transmission setup consists of a WDM signal with
Np=131 channels spaced by 100 GHz and centred at 1550 nm.
The signal is amplified using distributed RA. Each channel
was modulated at the symbol rate of 96 GBd, resulting
in a total bandwidth of 13 THz (105 nm), ranging from
1500 nm to 1605 nm, corresponding to the transmission
over the S- (1470 nm - 1530nm), C- (1530 nm - 1565nm)
and L- (1565 nm - 1615nm) bands. Gaussian symbols are
considered in the transmission. For both scenarios, the span
length is 80 km and an ITU-T G652.D fibre is considered
with attenuation profile and the Raman gain spectrum shown
in Fig. 1.
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We consider three different simulation scenarios: FW-RA,
BW-RA and FW+BW-RA. A spectrally uniform launch power
profile, where each channel carries -4 dBm, 0 dBm and -2 dBm
is considered respectively for each one of the scenarios. For
all the cases, the number of pumps, and their wavelengths and
powers are chosen based on a ’find minimum of constrained
nonlinear multivariable” optimisation algorithm implemented
in Matlab. Because this paper deals only with the SNRyyj,
this optimisation is based on the received power and pump
powers as the figures of merit (and not the total SNR). In this
algorithm, the cost function considered is Zp P, such that
the total power of the pumps is minimised. The optimisation
is done over a single span. A nonlinear constraint is also
considered such that the received per-channel launch power
is above a given threshold. Over the E- and S-band we place
15 pumps spaced from 0.5 THz apart and let the algorithm
find the best power allocation. The highest-wavelength pump
was chosen to be 2 THz away from the lowest-wavelength
channel.

Ideal amplification is assumed such that the received power
is equal to the transmitted power. For FW-RA, pumps are
optimised such that at least a quarter of the launch power
is recovered at the receiver, for BW-RA and FW+BW-RA,
pumps are optimised such that at least half of the launch
power is recovered at the receiver. The remaining launch power
can be recovered, for instance, with lumped amplification. An
example of fully recovered launch power using RA can be
found in [30]. For all scenarios, the pumps’ allocation with
non-zero power found by the described algorithm is shown in
Table I.

For the three scenarios, the per-channel power profile along
the distance, i.e, the solution of Eq. (1), are shown in Fig. 2 for
(a) FW-RA, (b) BW-RA and (c) FW+BW-RA cases. Note that,
for the FW-RA lower per-channel launch power is chosen (-
4 dBm) to limit the per-channel-power peak along the distance
to less than 4 dBm as shown in in Fig. 2 (a); for this case, such
high power may be impractical in current deployed systems,
but still, we keep this scenario as a stress-test of the proposed
NLI model.

Our goal is now to reproduce the profiles shown in Fig. 2,
obtained from Eq. (1) using the semi-analytical solution shown
in Eq. (2) after the fitting optimisation routine described in
Sec II-A. For better visualisation, Fig. 3 shows the results for
the worst-performing channel in terms of accuracy between
Eq. (1) and Eq. (2) for (a) FW-RA, (b) BW-RA and (c)
FW+BW-RA.

Note that, for the NLI estimation, the effect of the nor-
malised signal profile for each channel is taken into account
as an integration over the fibre length (see Eq. (8)); this means
that the inaccuracies shown in Fig. 3 have a negligible impact
on the accuracy of the NLI estimation, which is validated in the
next section. This is because, for the FW-RA case (Fig. 3(a)
green), the overestimation of power shown in the first 10 km of
fibre is compensated by an underestimation in the remaining
kilometres, while for the BW-RA case (Fig. 3(b)) the inac-
curacies occur only for reduced-power levels which do not
contribute significantly to the result of the integral in Eq. (8).
Thus, Fig. 3 shows that the proposed fitting strategy enables

reproducing Eq. (1) by using Eq. (2) and accurately capturing
the most impactful contributions to the integral in Eq. (8).

III. THE CLOSED-FORM EXPRESSION FOR THE NLI
ESTIMATION

This section describes the closed-form expression used
to estimate the NLI in the presence of RA. The integral
expressions used as a baseline to derive the closed-form
expression are presented in Sec. III-A. As we will see, these
expressions depend on the normalised signal power profile
evolution p(z, f;), which were derived in Sec. II-A. Thus,
Eq. (2) is of fundamental importance to derive the closed-
form expressions shown in Sec. III-B. This section ends with
the application of the closed-form expression in a transmission
system and the verification of its accuracy in Sec. III-C.

Let ¢ indicate the channel index, the nonlinear signal-to-
noise ratio, SNRyy; is given by

P;
nn(fi)PiB ’

where P; is the launch power of the COI and 7, (f;) is the
nonlinear coefficient obtained at the end of the n™ span. Note
that, as this paper aims to derive a model for NLI noise
in Raman-amplified links, we do not extend our analysis to
include the amplified spontaneous emission noise, which is
left for future work.

SNRnLL; = 3)

A. The Integral Expressions

The integral expressions used to derive the proposed closed-
form expressions are as follows. The nonlinear coefficient
7n(fi) in Eq. (3), can be rewritten as [21]

n 2
(5 30 [T, (4 e, (10,
j=1+""
where nspm; (fi) is the self-phase modulation (SPM) contribu-
tion and 7xpum, (f:) is the total cross-phase modulation (XPM)
contribution to the NLI both generated in the jM span. P ;
is the power of channel i launched into the j" span, € is
the coherent factor [16, Eq. 22]. In Eq. (4), the four-wave
mixing (FWM) contributions to the NLI are neglected, the
SPM is assumed to accumulate coherently along the fibre
spans, while the XPM is assumed to accumulate incoherently
- the accuracy of these assumptions was validated in [21]. For
notation convenience, the j dependence of the SPM and XPM
contribution is suppressed throughout this paper.
The XPM contribution (nxpm(f;)) in Eq. (4) is obtained
by summing over all COl-interfering pairs present in the
transmitted signal, i.e,

Nep
nxem(fi) = Y nkem (i), 5)
-y

where Ng, is the number of WDM channels and 77)((’;)1\,[( fi)
is the XPM contribution of a single interfering channel k£ on
channel 1.
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Fig. 3. Signal power evolution along the fibre distance obtained using the numerical solution of the Raman differential equations in Eq. (1) and the semi-
analytical solution shown in Eq. (2) for (a) FW-RA at 1513.25 nm, FW+BW-RA at 1591.1 nm and (b) BW-RA at 1512.49 nm. In all cases, the results are
shown for the worst-performing channel in terms of accuracy between Eq. (1) and Eq. (2).

The XPM and SPM contributions of a single interfering
channel are given respectively by [21, Eq. 8,9]

32~% (P ’

27 B? <>

x /—j df1 /fBTk dfs 11 <f1;kf2> \u(f1 + fis fo + fr f)I
: =B (6)

e (fi) =

and

nSPM(fz) 277XPM(fz) (7)

where v is the nonlinear parameter, II(z) denotes the rect-
angular function and Bj is the bandwidth of the channel
k. u(f1, f2, fi) is the so-called link function or FWM effi-
ciency [16], which is given by [18, Eq. 4]

p(fr, fo, fi) =
2
dC P& PG 1P 1+ fo = £3) ot ganrirc
p(¢, fi)
®)
where ¢ = —47% (f1 — f;) (f2 — fi) [B2 + 7B3(f1 + f2)], and

p(z, f;) is the normalized signal power profile (see Sec. II-A).
B2 is the group velocity dispersion (GVD) parameter, (3 is
the linear slope of the GVD parameter.

B. The derivation of the closed-form expression

This section is devoted to the calculation of 7, (f;) in
closed-form, which is then used to calculate SNRnp;1; in
Eq. (3). The new closed-form expression supporting RA is pre-
sented. The formula is obtained by using the semi-analytical
solution of the power evolution, obtained in Eq. (2) to derive
a closed-form expression of the NLI.

The first step is to derive a closed-form expression of the
link function shown in Eq. (8). Let

T, — CPiCrilfi— ) Ty =14 Tpi — Tyae "
£ = o o1 = o +liog; — oy
7~ BOnilfi — f) Kpi = e (itherok
bi = Qp; _ p—laag i L
N Rpi = €

The link function is approximated in closed-form as

p(fr+ fi, fo+ fi, fi) =
S T (fff,z'/*”v},ij kit ) (onio]; +¢%)
0<11+12<1 (alﬂ‘ T ¢>2)(al it ¢%)
0<I}+15<1
(Kpatsy; + iy ) (ona ; + ¢7)
(af; +?)(af + ¢%)
("if,i%,i - Hb,iﬁ/f Do — 0‘2,1‘)¢

(of; + ¢*)(af + ¢%)
where T; is given by

A . 12
ren () (7)
T;

The proof of Eq. (9) is given in Appendix B. The coefficient
T/ is respectively the same as the one in Eq. (10) with the
indices I; and ls replaced by [ and l;. The same is valid for
the variables O‘;,i’ Ii/fz and Iig’i.

We now present a closed-form expression for the XPM and
SPM NLI contributions shown in Egs. (6) and (7), respectively.
Using Eq. (9) as an analytical solution of the link function,
a closed-form expression for the XPM and SPM are given
respectively by

0s($L)+

sin(¢L) |, (9)

—T.i
T;

(10)

329° (P\® 1
TIXPM(f) (*) Tp Yy X
¢ 27Bk P; 0<llz+;2<1 ¢71 k(alk+alk)
0<l,+1,<1
B;
X Q2K f kR g + Kb kR ) %Jutan(¢”C Z) + atan ¢”€ +
’ Lk 200 1 k
+ 7| =(kprky g + Kb kK L) (sign(al’k> e~ loukLl 4
bi k
Q] ,
+ sign(%) e*\az,/\«L\) + (HfA,k"f;;,k — ffb,k"i},k)x
x (Sigﬂ(*@,k)e_la““ﬁ + sign (i) e‘“‘g-k“)] }
(11)
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and

16 ~2 , s
nsem(fi) = 52 57 1T X

Y 2T B} Oﬁllgzﬁl (o + ;)
0<Iy+15<1
. (3B} . [ 36:B}

X {Z(Kf,mlf,i + Kb,ikp;) [asmh( 871'1041_;) + asinh < 87rZa;; +

N )
+ 4ln<\/ (152; Bi> — (Kb, + FbikY ) (sign(c;l’_l) e lonill

o )

+ Sign(f) 67‘“’”]40 + (Kpifhi — Kb,iky,) X

1
x (sign (~1) eI sign (1) e“i»“)] }

(12)

where

¢; = —An* (B2 + 21Bs fi)
bip = =477 (fi — fi) [B2 +7Bs (fi + fr)] -

The proof of Egs. (11) and (12) are given respectively in
Appendix C and D.

Finally, the SNRnir; can be calculated analytically by
inserting Egs. (4), (5), (11) and (12) in Eq. (3). The final
expression accounts for wavelength-dependent fibre parame-
ters and different launch power per channel. Additionally, the
formula is also valid for links made of different span setups
- in that case, all the fibre parameters and per-channel launch
power depend not only on the channel ¢, but also on the span j.

C. Results for the nonlinear interference estimation

This section shows the validation of Eq. (12) and Eq. (11).
To that end, we consider the transmission system described
in Sec. II-A, i.e, a distributed RA link consisting of a WDM
transmission with N,=131 channels spaced by 100 GHz and
centred at 1550 nm. Each channel was modulated at the
symbol rate of 96 GBd, resulting in a total bandwidth of
13 THz (105 nm). Gaussian symbols are considered in the
transmission. The span length is 80 km and an ITU-T G652.D
fibre is considered with Raman gain spectrum and attenuation
shown in Fig. 1. Nonlinear coefficient and dispersion param-
eters are v = 1.16 W 'km ™', D = 16.5 ps nm 'km *,
S = 0.09 ps nm~2km ™, respectively. A spectrally uniform
launch power profile, where each channel carries -4 dBm,
0 dBm and -2 dBm is considered respectively for FW-RA,
BW-RA and FW+BW-RA (see Sec.II-B). The power profiles
along the fibre distance are shown in Fig. 2 and the pumps’
allocation used for each one of the scenarios is shown in
Table I. Results are obtained for single-span, 3-span and 10-
span transmissions. The amplifiers are assumed to be ideal,
such that the launch power profile is the same at the beginning
of each span and equal to the transmitted power.

The SNRyy as a function of wavelength is shown in Fig. 4
for (a) FW-RA, (b) BW-RA and (¢) FW+BW-RA for the
cases of a single span, 3-span and 10-span transmissions. To
verify the accuracy of the closed-form expression shown in
Egs. (11) and (12), the SNRyy; is also computed using the
integral ISRS GN model [18] and SSFM simulations. For

6
(a) Forward Raman Amplification
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Fig. 4. Nonlinear performance after 1 x 80 km, 3 x 80 km and 10 x 80 km
transmission for (a) FW-RA, (b) BW-RA and (c) FW+BW-RA.

the former, the results are obtained by inserting the power
profiles shown in Fig. 2 in [18, Eq. 4]. For the latter, the same
power profiles from Fig. 2 are used and interpolated along the
fibre distance for each step in the SSFM simulation. To ensure
accurate simulation results, adaptive step sizes with local-error
method [35] was used, where goal local error g = 10710
and sequence of 2'7 Gaussian symbols per channel were
considered. Note that, for all the results, the XPM generated
by the pumps is neglected; as shown in [36], this is a valid
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assumption when the WDM spectra are sufficiently far from
the pumps - in our case, as described in Sec. III-C, the highest-
wavelength pump was chosen to be 2 THz away from the
lowest-wavelength channel, such that these effects could be
neglected. Despite that, the aforementioned effects can be
included in this model by considering the pumps as additional
interfering channels.

Fig. 4 shows the SNRyr1 for (a) FW-RA, (b) BW-RA and
(c) FW+BW-RA. 1t is interesting to note the correlation of
the SNRyy; profile with the power profiles shown in Fig. 2.
Indeed, for the FW-RA case, shown in Fig. 4(a), the high-
power levels in short wavelengths (see Fig. 2(a)), reduce the
SNRnyj, degrading the performance of those channels; on
the other hand, the performance of long-wavelength channels
is higher, due to their reduced power levels, yielding to a
tilt in the SNRyy; profile. For the BW-RA case, shown in
Fig. 4(b) the interaction between fibre attenuation, dispersion
and power profile (see Fig. 2(b)) yields a relatively flat SNRyy
profile; however, a smooth tilt can still be observed, which
also correlate with the power profile shown in Fig. 2(b) as
high-power levels are observed for the longer wavelengths.
Note that, in general, BW-RA performs better in terms of
SNRnp; when compared with FW-RA case because of the
reduced per-channel power evolution along the fibre. Finally,
for the FW+BW-RA case shown in Fig. 4(c), the increased
power levels at higher wavelengths (see Fig. 2(c)), which is a
result of the FW pumping, degrades the performance of those
channels when compared to the lower wavelengths channels,
where BW pumping dominates. This results in higher SNRyy 1
values for channels located in the S-band when compared to
those in the L-band, also yielding a tilt in the SNRyy; profile.

In terms of accuracy, for a single-span FW-RA transmission,
maximum per-channel errors of 0.81 dB and 0.64 dB were
found between the closed-form expression and the integral
ISRS GN model, and between the closed-form expression and
the SSFM simulation, respectively. For the transmission over
3 spans, these errors are respectively 0.78 dB and 0.61 dB. For
the transmission over 10 spans, these errors are respectively
0.74 dB and XX dB. The same analyses for the BW-RA
transmission over a single span yield errors of 0.47 dB and
0.54 dB respectively, while for the transmission over 3 spans,
these errors are both equal to 0.67 dB. Over 10 spans, these
errors are respectively 0.80 dB and 0.68 dB. Finally, the same
analysis for the FW+BW-RA over a single span yield errors
of 0.31 dB and 1.18 dB respectively, for the transmission over
3 spans, these errors are respectively 0.41 dB and 0.65 dB,
and for transmission over 10 spans, these errors are 0.68 dB
and 1.23 dB.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

In this work, we presented a closed-form formula of
the Gaussian noise (GN) model suitable for ultra-wideband
(UWB) transmission systems and tested over a distributed
Raman amplification setup. This formula is the first to account
for any setup of Raman amplification technologies together
with the inter-channel stimulated Raman scattering (ISRS)
effect. The formula is shown to support forward (FW) and

backward (BW) pumping schemes and accurately predict the
nonlinear interference (NLI) for an arbitrary number of pumps
and wavelength-dependent fibre parameters and launch power
profiles. A fundamental step to deriving this closed formula
was to derive a semi-analytical solution to correctly reproduce
the signal power profile evolution along the fibre distance in
the presence of Raman amplification and ISRS effect.

The formula was applied to 13 THz optical bandwidth
corresponding to transmission over the S-, C-, and L- bands.
In terms of accuracy, among all of the scenarios tested in
this work, the formula showed maximum errors of 0.81 dB
and 1.23 dB when compared to the integral model and slit-
step Fourier method (SSFM) simulations. Additionally, the
formula is capable of estimating the NLI in only a few seconds,
where the majority of the computational time was required to
numerically solve the differential Raman equations. Because
of the speed of computation, the formula is suitable for real-
time estimation of the NLI and can be applied as an enabling
tool for future intelligent and dynamic optical fibre networks.

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

The data that support the figures in this paper are
available from the UCL Research Data Repository
(DOI:10.5522/04/21696401), hosted by FigShare.

APPENDIX A
DERIVATION OF THE ANALYTICAL SOLUTION OF THE
NORMALIZED SIGNAL POWER PROFILE.

This section shows the derivation of Eq. (2). We stress that
most of the assumptions made in this section is not exact,
however, this is not an issue as this equation is used as a semi-
analytical solution of the Raman equations and the coefficients
will be fitted and optimised.

We start with Eq. (1). The derivation is analogous to [32].
We start by considering a constant attenuation « for all the
channels and neglecting the energy that is lost whenever a
high-frequency photon is transformed into a low-frequency
photon, i.e, J;—’“ ~ 1 and ’;—p ~ 1. Also, we assume the triangular
approximation of the Raman spectrum, i.e, g,(Af) ~ C,Af,
where C,. is the slope of the linear regression (normalized
by the effective core area Aey) and Af is the frequency
separation between the channels and between the channels and
the pumps. Under these assumptions, Eq. (1) can be written
as

or;
8z
Non N,
= Colfx = f)PePi+ Y Colfp — fi)PuP; — aPi =
k=1 p=1
Nen N,
=C.P; Z(fk — fi)Px + Z(fp — [i)Pi | — aPb;.
k=1 p=1

13)
We now write the coupled differential equations into one equa-
tion, by replacing the N, signals and N, pumps by a signal
and pump density spectrum. Also, we replace the summation
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by an integration over the entire frequency spectrum of the
signal and the pumps. Thus, Eq. (13) can be written as

dP(z, f) _

dz

fen,maz
= CTP(Z7f) (/f (Ach - f)P(ZaAch) dAch + (14)

ch,min

fp,wtam
+/ (Ap — /)P(%,Ap) dAp> —aP(z f),
f

p,min

where fch,m(ma fch,mina fp,maa: and fp,m'm are feSPeCtiVely
the maximum and minimum frequencies of the channels, and
the pumps. Dividing both sides of Eq. (14) by P(z, f) and
taking the derivative with respect to the frequency f, we have

() -

fch,maz fp,m,(w:
X / P(Z,Ach)dAch +/ P(Z,Ap) dAp
f

ch,min fo,min

Ptotal,ch Pt,otal,p

(15)
Note that, the integrals represent the total launch power
(P(2)), i.e., a sum of the channel (P;t41,ch), the forward pump
(Protal,fw) and backward pump (Piotalbw) launch powers.
Moreover, Pyotal,ch and Piotar, £.o must decay with e~ %%, while
Piotal,pw decays with e~ (L=2) Thus, Eq. (15) can be written
as

d (dP(z, £)/dz

7 () = e =

_ _ —a(L—
= _CT (Ptotal,che R Ptotal,fwe oz + Ptotal,bwe o z))

(16)
In order to apply this equation in more general scenarios and
overcome the assumptions done so far, we define separate
wavelength-dependent attenuation to model channels together
with FW pumps (o ;) and together with BW pumps (o, ;).
These parameters can be interpreted as modelling respectively
how fast the channel gain/loss due to the FW-RA and BW-RA
together with ISRS extinguishes along the fibre. Similarly, we
define separate wavelength-dependent C,, i.e, Cr; and Cy ;,
respectively for channels together with FW pumps and BW
pumps. These two parameters model respectively the gain/loss
due to FW-RA and BW-RA together with the ISRS effect.
Note that, a more rigorous approach would be to define 3
wavelength-dependent C,. and « for each one of the terms
on the right-hand side of Eq (16) (as they occupy different
locations of the frequency spectrum); however, as ISRS + FW
pumping have effectively the same effect (a power transfer
from pumps/channels to the COI) they can be modelled joint,
resulting in a total of 2 wavelength-dependent C,. and «. Thus,
by letting Pf = Ptotal,ch + Ptotal,fw and Pb = Ptotal,bun
Eq. (16) is rewritten as

7 () -

= —(CpiPre™ 1% + Cy i Pye= 0+ (E=2) - (17)

Now, we integrate with respect to z and f. For the integration
in f, note that, the WDM spectra and the pumps occupy
different parts of the frequency spectrum. This fact massively
complicates the derivation of the closed-form expression. To
tackle this, without loss of generality, let us consider a new
central frequency (common to the WDM spectra and the
pumps) as the average frequencies of the pumps, which we
denote by f (other choices are also possible). Thus, integrating
over z and f yields

P(z, f) = e_[Cf,ipfLeff(f_f)+Cb,ipbf‘eff(f_f)]+A(Z)+B(f)7
(18)

1_e 9f,i% e*ab,i(l‘*z)fe*o‘b,i[‘

where Loy = T and Loy = oo ,
and A(z), B(f) arbitrary functions which their values de-
termined by requiring that P(z = 0, f) = P(0, f), which
immediately implies that eZ(/) = P(0, f), and, by requiring
[ P(z,f)df = P(z), the value of e4(*) is obtained. The
evolution of the power P(z) is assumed to be modelled as
P(z) = Pioraqre”**. This is not strictly true as a power gain at
the end of the fibre is expected because of the presence of BW
pumps. However, in addition to facilitating the derivation of
the closed-form expression, this assumption is also overcome
by the wavelength-dependent fitting parameters oy, ; and Cp ;,
which are responsible for giving gains at the end of the fibre.
Thus, Eq. (18) is written as

P(0, f)
_ Piotare”
B fGTX(y)e—(Cf.inLeff-i-Cb,iPbieff)vdy

p(z f)

Oéize*(Cf,szLcrrJer,é,Pchfr)(f*f)

(19

where Gr.(f) is the input signal spectra including the
WDM channels and the pumps and Pj,,; is the sum of its
launch power. Moreover, the coefficient « is also considered
a wavelength-dependent loss «;. Let ©; = C;PrLey +
Cb’in.Z/eff. By assuming that the input power Gr.(f) is
uniformly distributed over the optical bandwidth B with power
Piota; We can write,

iy 2P, a1 sinh (Z8
/GTx(V)e wiv gy — 220 B ( 2 ) (20)
Replacing Eq.(20) in Eq.(19) leads to
) xiBe*wi(f*fA)
p(z, f) = e ™" @b

2sinh (%) '
Finally, by expanding Eq. (21) using a 1% order Taylor
approximation around the point x; = 0, yields

plz, f) = e =1 —a(f — )],

and setting f = f;, Eq. (2) is obtained concluding the proof.

In the derivation of Eq. (22), 5 wavelength-dependent
coefficients are introduced, namely, «;, a4, apg, Cy,; and
Ch.i- These coefficients are chosen to overcome the restric-
tive assumptions used to derive Eq. (22) and to enable a
simplified derivation of the closed-form expression in the
following Appendices. The restrictive assumptions overcome
by the aforementioned fitting parameters are: the constant
attenuation « for all the channels; the energy that is lost

(22)
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whenever a high-frequency photon is transformed into a low-
frequency photon; the triangular approximation of the Raman
spectrum; the different spectrum locations of FW pumps,
BW pumps and channels through a new central frequency
of the spectrum f and the joint consideration of the FW
amplification and ISRS effect; the power evolution along the
distance P(z) = Piotaie” *%; the spectrally uniform input
power profile G, (f); and the 1‘t order Taylor approximation.

APPENDIX B
DERIVATION OF THE LINK FUNCTION.

This section shows the derivation of Eq. (9). Let xz(C ) =
Ct,iPsLetr + CoiPyLer, mi(¢) = 1 — (C)(fz f) with
Leit(C) = % and Leff(o — o " The
first step is to insert Eq. (19) in Eq. (8) and use the approxi-
mation in Eq. (20) yielding

flvaafz ==
> 2
. —xi(fit+fa—fi—
/ d¢ e—O‘iCI’B6 . f)ea‘ab(fl,fz,f,:)c
2sinh(””23)

(23)
Now, we consider the link function for the XPM contribu-
tion in Eq. (6), i.e, u (f1 + fi, fo + fr, fi) (the derivation for
the link function for SPM is analogous and one simply needs
to replace fr = f; and the indices k = 7). Assuming that the
frequency separation between channels k and i (Af = fr— f;)
is much larger than half of the bandwidth of channel &
(Af] > %), we can assume that fo + Af ~ Af. Also,
we assume that the signal power profile is constant over the
channel bandwidth (see Appendices in [21] for additional
details). Then, using the 1 * order Taylor approximation shown
in Eq. (22), yields to

w(fr+ fi, fo+ fu fi) =

2
L
— / d¢ 67‘3‘1«47-]6(§)6j¢(fl+fiaf2+fk1fi)c (24)
0
The term 74(¢) can be written as
Cy ka) —agiC
Q) =1— | ZLEL) (1 —emaned) 4
Q=1 (L) )
Co.x P .
i ( bk b) e~ kL (eOtb,kC — 1)} (fr —f). 5
Qpk

Let Typ= —Pfcfk(fk—f) Ty = —PpCh i (fr—f)

il

Afk ’ ap,k
Ty =1+Tfk —Tope™ ™™ L . Thus, the term Tk(C) is written
as
Ty T
Tk(c) = Tk 1— ﬂe*af‘kc + ﬁeiab,kl/eab,kg ] (26)
Tk Tk

Eq. (26) can be conveniently rewritten in terms of a summation
using identity (57), which will facilitate all the mathematical

derivations,
! !
—Tr\ "' (Tor) "
7(¢) = Tk E <> —
T, T,
0<l;1+12<1
X e*(lla.f,kCerab,kL*lQab,kC)'

27)

9
Now, defining
l 1
=) ()
Y, =T : : , (28)
k k ( T, T,
Eq. (27) is written as
Tk(C) — Z ’rke—(llaf,kC"rlQ@b,k-L—l20(b,k'<)_ (29)

0<iy+12<1

Note that T is a variable which depends on the indices of
the summation. Now, inserting Eq. (29) in Eq. (24), we obtain

w(fi+ fisfo+ fu, fi) =

2
- Z Tk/ d¢ e~ (ondthiospCrloon kLl 1) +j¢C
0<ly+12<1
(30)
and solving the integral in Eq.(30) yields to
w(fr+ fi, fo+ for fi) =
2
e*(ak+llaf,k)L+j¢L _ eflzab,kL
=| > Tk : 31)
0<l1Ha<1 —(ak +hagr — bap) + ¢
Now, let define cyp = ax + hapr — bapk, krr =

e(antherl and gy, = e~290xL Eq. (31) can then be
written as

2
/@kaej(ﬂ — lﬁbyk

w(fi+ fisfo+ fr, fi) = ok T 70

> o

0<l1+12<1
(32)

The last step of the derivation is to calculate the modulus of
Eq. (32). Using the identity (58) we can write Eq. (32) as

>

0<l1+12<1

kaej(bL—/’ibk
+ fisfo + fu, fi) = s
w(f1+ fis f2 + S fi) —ay i+ jo

/ —joL _ .1

—a), —Jo

X Z T
0<ly +15<1

(33)

Finally, performing the multiplication in Eq. (33) together with

the identity (59) and considering the channel f;, = f; yields

to Eq. (9), concluding the proof.

APPENDIX C
DERIVATION OF THE XPM CONTRIBUTION.

This section shows the derivation of Eq. (11). We start
by approximating the phase mismatch term in Eq. (8). For
the XPM contribution, let Af = fi — f; be the frequency
separation between channels k£ and ¢ - here the pumps are
also included as additional indices k. Assuming that frequency
separation is much larger than half of the bandwidth of
channel k (|Af| > Z&), we can make the assumption that
fo+ Af = Af. Also, we assume that the dispersion slope
B3 is constant over the channel bandwidth. Thus, the phase
mismatch term can be approximated as [21, Eq. 15],
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o(f1+ fis fa + fr, fi) =

AT [IAf [Bo + 7Bs(f1+ fo+ fi + fr)] &
—47*(fx — fi) [Be + 7Bs(fi + fu)lf1 =

= ¢irf1,

with ¢; ) = —47m(fx — fi) [B2 + 7B3(fi + fi)]. The most
impacted channels by this approximation is the ones near the
COIL. The error relative to this approximation is given by [21,
Eq. 25].

Now, we consider Eq. (6) giving us the XPM contribution.

(34)

Q

2
For notation brevity, we will omit the factor 32797 (P ’“) .

27 BZ \ P;
Also, the term II (ﬁBka?) is neglected - this is equivalent to

approximating the integration domain of the GN model to a
rectangle [16]. Because of the approximation in Eq. (34), ¢
no longer depends on f5, and the double integral in (6) turns
to be a single integral. Thus, inserting Eq. (9) in Eq. (6), we
can identify, three terms as follows

k
Mo ()= Y TWThl(kpurs s + Fo ek ) X
0<l;1+12<1
0<I)+15<1

(k) / / (k) (35
X nXPM,main( i) — (“f,k’ib,k + “b,k’ff,k)nxpM,cos(fi)‘F

k
(Kb e — Rk )Mo ()],
with

By

k 2 LRy g, + 07 f7
n)((P)Mmdm(fi) = 2Bk/ dfl(
0

al%k + ¢?,kf12)(041 kT ¢12kf1)
(36)

k
n)((P)M,cos (fl) =
By
2

a O/ + 2 2
_ 2Bk/ dfy —5—— Lk Okl .
0 (afp + 02 fD) (% + 07 D)

cos(¢i kL f1)
37

and

nXPM sm(fl)
5 (o1 — 0‘2 o) ik f1

= 2B, d
? k/o i (al2,k+¢z‘2,kfl2)(alk+¢zzkfl)

sin(¢i kL f1)-
(38)

In the following, the above three integrals are solved. Eq. (36)
is solving using identity (60) as

2B, .
¢l k(al E+ Oél k)

0 3 B1
X |arctan ¢ + arctan @L, , (39
2alk 2al,k

Egs. (37) and (38) do not have analytical solutions in their
current form. In order to derive an analytical solution, we

nXPM main (fl)

extend the channel bandwidth B; — oo and solve it using
identities (63) and (64), yielding to

’/TBk %
¢l k:(al k + al k)

% 6_‘al’kL‘ sign <m> + 6_‘042,ch‘ sign @ 40)
N QK

and

77XPM cos(fi) =

7TBk %
bik(our +apy)

x |e7onkH sign (=) + eI sign (¢i4) | 4D)

nXPM sin (fl)

Finally, by inserting Egs. (39)

3242
27 B?

40) 2and (41) in Eq.(35)
together with the pre-factor (%) , Eq. (11) is obtained

concluding the proof.

APPENDIX D
DERIVATION OF THE SPM CONTRIBUTION.

This section shows the derivation of Eq. (12). We start by
approximating the phase mismatch term. We assume that the
dispersion slope (3 is constant over the channel bandwidth.
Thus, the phase mismatch term can be approximated as

d(fr+ fi, fo+ fi, fi) =

= —An®fi fo [Bo + 7Bs(f1+ f2 —
~ =4 f1 f2(Be + 27Bs f) =

= ¢if1f2,

with (bz = —47‘(’2(ﬂ2 + 271'53]2)
Now, using Eq. (7) together W1th Eqs (6) and (9) with k& = 1,

and omitting the pre-factor of 1

i
0<i;+12<1
0<iy+15<1

- (Hfﬂ'ﬁz,i + ‘%b,i’%/f,i)nSPM,cos (fz)+

2fi)] ~ 2)

27 BQ , We can write

nsem(fi) = (ko p,ik's i + Kb.iky ;) NsPMmain (fi) —

+(Kfikp s — Fb,ik's ) spmsin(fi) |
(43)

where 7spm(fi), 7sPM.cos (fi) and nspamsin(fi) are given respec-
tively by

nSPM,main(fi) =
= =3 aio) ; + O2fEf3
= d d y
/7%: fl/,Bi f2(a12’1'+¢22f12f22)(al1+¢2f1f2)

(44)
TISPM,cos fz -
aiag; + ¢ L f3
d d d y
/_BT i /—BT V2 ,i+¢12f12f2)(06“+¢2f1f2)COS(¢ Lf(ljzi
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and

NspMsin (fi) =

- [ / R sin(éiL 1 fo)

| i (46)
Note that, similar to Appendix C, the term II (lesz) is
neglected.

In the following the three integrals above are solved. The
integral in Eq. (44) is rewritten in polar coordinates (r, ) as

(al,i - O(E z)(bzfle
af i+ 6L f3) (e + G2 13)

3B s

7sPM,main (f) %4/ ! dr/ dp x

0 0

2
r|oniof + G0 sin® <«>>>} “n

(a2, + G0t sin® ()] [o + S (2 sin® ()]

where it was used the relations f; = rcos(p/2), fo =

i : . _ sin(p) .
rsin(¢/2) and sin (p/2)cos (¢/2) = =5%. Also, the in
tegration domain of Eq. (7) was approximated by a circular
domain such that the area of both domains are equal [21, Fig.
3]. This yields the variation of the radius in the outer integral
as shown in Eq. (47). The inner integral in Eq. (47) can be
solved using identity (61), yielding to

X

Ve
nSPM,main(fi) ~ 4/ dr x
0

48
T 1 1 “%)
X 7 +
it oL | [Aaf 4+ o2t [Aap + gt
This integral can be rewritten as:
o VIE
ain(fi) = ——— X
nSPM,mdm(fz) o T Oé;’i /()
r r
x + (49)
2.4
L+ i

The integral in Eq. (49) is solved using identity (62) as

2 o
bi(aui + oy ;)

3¢, B? 3¢, B?
X |asinh L + asinh ¢ - . (50)
8may ; 87ral7i

To solve the integrals in Egs. (45) and (46), a similar
approach use in [37] is used. The integrals are converted to
hyperbolic coordinates using the relations vy = /f1 fo, 1o =

ln( ) fi = e and fo = me="2 [16, Sec. VII-AJ;
thls change of coordinates yields a one-dimensional integral in
v1. We also use the change of variable v = Vf [37] to rewrite
Egs. (45) and (46) as

T)SPM,main (f z) =

TISPM.cos (f z) =

/ 2 2
OélL‘OKlZ“’QS

5 g |
:8/0 dvn (2\/;> LR o cos(¢; Lv)

61y

+¢7v?)

and

TISPM, sin(fi) =

o (O[l i Oé; 2)¢1 .
8/ dvin (2f> (al [ + ¢2V2)(al % ¢2 2) Sln(d}zfsyz))

The integrals in Egs. (51) and (52) do not have analytical
solutions in their current form. In order to obtain an integral
that yields an analytical solution we evaluate the logarithm
functions in the point v = %%, where this point was chosen
such that the cosine function achieves its minima and the sine
function achieves its maxima. This yields to

nSPM,cos(fi) =
= ol ¥ a0 ; + V2 .
=8In ( o Bz> /O d’/(alz’i +¢?V2)(af,2¢ T o22) cos(¢;Lv)
(53)
and
nSPM,sin(fi) =
al ,i Oé;’i)gbil/ .
=8In <\/7 >/ dv l1+¢21/2)( E2L+Q5,27/2) Slll(¢iLV),
(54)

The integrals in Egs. (53) and (54) can now be solved similar
to Appendix C, i.e, by letting B; — co. This yields to

nSPM,cos(fi) =4rln (\/ ¢2l7fBl> X

X [e_lalvi’: sign <¢1) + eIl sign (@)1 (55)
Qaj g Qg ;
and

NspMsin(fi) = 4mIn (\/ q;f BZ-) x

x [e7lovE sign (=) + eI H sign (64)] -

(56)

Finally, by inserting Egs. (50), (55) and (56) in Eq. (43)
together with the pre-factor of %(75 ;2, Eq. (12) is obtained
concluding the proof.

APPENDIX E
MATHEMATICAL IDENTITIES

(x+y+2) =
il Iy, lo i—ly—1
= Z . iy (5T)
0<11112<i llllg!(’t — ll — 12)!
26| = R(2k - Z) = 21 - Zp- (53)
Z,EJ+Z]E,:2§R(ZZEJ), j <ut. 59)
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ab + 2x? _
+ 222) (b2 + 2a?)

(60)

X
/0 dx (@
1

= M [arctan (%) + arctan (%)} .

[NE]

/ d ab + ¢ sin? () B
0 (a2 + 2 sin? (2)][b2 + 2 sin? (z)]

(61)
T 1 1

~ 2(a+b) (x/a2+c2 - \/62+62)'

1
— asinh (dX?).

5 (62)

[
do —2 =
0 14 d?z4

/°° i ab + c2x?

o (a2 + 222) (b2 + c222)
_ me el sign(c/a) + e~1*Ll sign(c/b)
T2 cla+b) '

cos(caL) =
(63)

/OO da (a —b)cx

0 (a2 + 222) (b2 + c222)
~ meleLlsign(—c) + e~ 1"Fl sign(c)
2 cla+b)

sin(czL) =
(64)
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