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1. Introduction 
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2. Context: non-western public administration 
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We should expect to find substantial movement toward a common model 

of administration … But the evidence, even among European countries, 

is not very strong in that direction. Indeed, one can make an equally 

strong case for the persistence of national patterns in the face of homog-

enization, and further that in some cases there has been divergence as 

well as convergence (Peters, 2021, pp. 202–203). 
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3. The challenge of Islamic PA 
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4. Theoretical points 
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Shari‘a is founded upon wisdom and achieving people’s welfare in this 

life and the afterlife. In its entirety it is justice, mercy, benefit, and wis-

dom. Therefore any ruling that replaces justice with injustice, mercy with 

its opposite, commonweal with corruption, or wisdom with nonsense, is 

a ruling that does not belong to the shari‘a, even if it is claimed to be so 

according to some interpretation (Ibn Al-Qayyim, 1973, p. 3). 
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5. Practical application 
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6. Case studies 
 
6.1 Turkey: vakıf 



 

 

62 

 

 
6.2 Uzbekistan: mahalla 
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6.3 Morocco: zawāyā 
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7. Conclusion 
 

 

There may have been overlays of other ideas and different interpretations 

of underlying ideas over time, yet there is some DNA in administrative 

systems that continues to influence contemporary behaviors. … How-

ever, arguing that there is some level of persistence of traditions does not 

negate the possibility of change. (Peters, 2021, p. 214) 

 

 

It may not be too daring to say … that perhaps we will survive as humans 

if we should manage to learn that we must not simply use our means of 

power and possibilities of impact, but that we learn to stop in front of the 

other as the other, of nature as well as of the grown cultures of people and 

states, and that we thus must experience the other and others as the others 

of our self, so that we can gain participation in one another (1985, p. 34). 

 

 

And from Allah’s signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and 

the diversity of your tongues (languages) and colors (appearances). 

Surely in this are signs for the mindful (Qur’an 30:22). 
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