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WAGES FOR A CISTERN

PLond. V 1808 was published as a document of uncertain classification and unknown provenance, and
was assigned to the seventh century. Much later it was established that it is Oxyrhynchite, and then that
it relates to the Apion estate. The reading of the text and its interpreation were substantially advanced by
F. Morelli, Pap. Congr. XXI (1997) ii 727-37 (BL XI 121-2).! More recently it was assigned to 572/3 and
placed even more firmly within the Apion estate (P.Oxy. LXXXIV 5460.2 n.). The beginnings and ends of
the lines of the London piece are lost, but the structure of the text is typical of receipts issued by Apionic
functionaries. All this has been confirmed by the discovery of the missing left-hand part; an edition of the
whole is offered below.

The receipt was issued by Apollos, estate manager (tpovontnc) of the hamlet of Nikes, who is also
known from P.Oxy. LXXXIV 5460.2 (569) and P.Herm. 77 (31.xii.571; see P.Oxy. 5460.2 n.). PHerm. 77
comes from the same Oxford collection as the missing part of P.Lond. 1808, acquired by Grenfell and/or
Hunt in Egypt not later than 1906/7; see BASP 45 (2008) 70—72. P.Lond. 1808, or British Library Papyrus
1621, was purchased through Chauncey Murch on 8 December 1906. This suggests that the adjoining piece,
and probably also the collection of which it is part, derive from purchases in 1905/6 or 1906/7.

The text tells us that a group of river-workers were paid for work related to a cistern in an irrigated
farm (unyovn). The exact purpose of their work is obscured by the loss of the end of . 1, but it probably
concerned the digging for a new cistern. Their output is measured in naubia, 166 in all, but an unknown
number is subtracted for work on an old cistern. If the new total, which would have corresponded to the
size of the new cistern, was not much lower than 166 naubia, their work was going to take four months, as
Morelli has shown. Their wages were 4 (or 414) solidi less 19 carats, 4 artabas of wheat, and 1200 myriads
of denarii; the wheat (1 artaba per month), as well as the ‘myriads of silver’ but in reality bronze (10 myr-
iads per day, corresponding to 2 twelve-nummi coins), would have covered daily subsistence and related
expenses. The river-workers had already received an advance of about half the sum due in gold, which may
relate to the length of the project.

The text is written across the fibres. The back is blank.

7 %

1 T examined the original in connection with this article in 1995, with no inkling of what was to follow. I am grateful to
Federico Morelli for responding to queries brought up by the new edition, to Ben Henry for scanning the new piece and creat-
ing the composite image above, and to the participants of a hybrid workshop at Udine on 8 June 2022, particularly Giuseppina
Azzarello, the organizer. The image of P.Lond. inv. 1621 is reproduced by permission of the British Library Board.
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P.Misc. inv. II 177b + P.Lond. inv. 1621 273 x 87 cm 13 June 573
1 T €300(M) 8(10) AmoAA® mpo(vontod) Nikne  (vac) Creeave motop(itn) kol tolc £T€p(oic)
a0t(09) épya[lopé(volc) - - - ]
2 Aéxex( ) év ktAp(ory) Nikne év tfi umy(ovii) kokovp(évn) Totvna éni thic ¢ ivd(uctimvoc)
yeopyovu@vn) [ - - -] i
3 100 0d(tod) kTAM(artoc) kol Moaginov petl(ovoc) Ady(®) uicB(o?) drep vavei(ov) pEc €€ (V)
xov@il(ovta) D(rep) 10D oA (0D) Adkk(ov) vavelo) [ - - - ]

4 elc vo(piepdria) & ¢” m(opdr) 10 kol citov (@ptafar) & kol ap(yvpiov) (Snvoplomv poptédec)
LAc, 8E Gv €860(m) ordT(0ic) mpdny vo(uicudrio) B mopd) 6, Aotm(cy) vou[tcpation
d0o tétaptov]

5  mop) déxa xol cltov dptdPoc Téccopoc kol dp(yvplov) (dnvoplov pvptddoc) yiioc
Srakocioe, yi(vovtan) xpucod) 18(1otik®) vo(uicpatio) B d/ mopa) kepdrio) 1
kot ctt(ov) ([@ptaBoy) & klod dp(yvpiov) (dnvapiev puptddec) ,Ac p(évo).]

6 (¥t000) cub cn Mowvt 10 ivd(ktiovoc) éxne. T (m.2) yi(voviow) xpucod) idtmticd) {oy(@)
vopcudtior 300 tétoptov mopa kepdrtio) déka [kot cit(ov)]

7 aptafoc téccapoc kol dpyvplov) poptad(ac) griioc dtokoctofc wova).]

1 ed0%y, T, moTaMS, ETEpp- o/ 2 oKk, KTNHS, uny,kaAovps, yempyoous . IMotvno ex corr.
20, 6 o/, 3 awkTnus, peghoyuic’, vovey, 8/@1(01)(;)1/(_(1’), TOAOYAOKEVOVEL . 4 N, 7, o, e80% o/,
NBz6Loum, 4,5 apx 5 nap (added in the margin opposite dexa), Yyxp18,NB d/ mxep, crre— 6k
vxplb/ Quy, kep 7 opyvpuvpLads

11 &tadpoic 3 1. vowPiov, vaoPioe 5,7 L. dptafor téccopec, puprddec xidton diaxdcion

1 [rl(apc) BL I 304: 8]/ ed. pr. adt(09) épyol[loué(vowc):  p/ epyalts ed. pr. (épydlt(onc) BL XI 121)
2 ktAu(ary): [ktinu(at-) BL XTI 121: InuS ed. pr. [ &/ [ ed. pr. 3 ongp vowel(wv) BL XI 121: gp v
acel/ ed. pr. €€ (Gv) koveillovton): &/ koverl/ ed. pr. moahar(0D) Adkk(ov): TloA( ) Adxi(ov) BL XTI 121-2:
naMM/ oxx/ ed. pr. vaver(o): vowei(ov) BL XI 122: v acel/ ed. pr. 4 eic vo(u.) 8 ¢’ m(opd) 10: [vo(u.) & &’
mapd)] (kepario) 10 BL XT 122: ] 718 ed. pr. vop[icudrio 800 tétaptov]: vo( ) o 7 [k BL XTI 122: v o 7 [ie
ed. pr. 5 xlai dp(yvplov) (dnvoplov wopiddec) ,Ac wévo] (mostly after BL XI 122): [ ed. pr. 6 [koil
ctt(ov)]: [koi] BL XI 122: [ ed. pr.

“f There were given through Apollos, pronoetes of Nikes, to Stephanos, river-worker, and his companions,
who work ... cistern in the holding of Nikes in the irrigated farm called Patnea in the 6th indiction,
which is farmed (by the farmers?) of the same holding and Maximos, headman, on account of salary
for 166 naubia, out of which ... naubia are deducted for the old cistern, at 4% solidi less 19 (carats)
and 4 artabas of wheat and 1200 myriads of denarii of silver, out of which 2 solidi less 9 (carats) were
given to them previously; there remain two (and) one-quarter solidi less ten (carats), and four artabas of
wheat, and one thousand two-hundred myriads of denarii of silver, total 24 solidi of gold by the private
(standard) less 10 carats, and 4 artabas of wheat, and 1200 myriads of denarii of silver only.

“Year 248/218, Payni 19, indiction sixth. §” (2" hand) “Total two (and) one-quarter solidi of gold by
the private (standard) less ten carats, and four artabas of wheat, and one thousand two-hundred myriads
of denarii of silver only.’

1 kod tolc €ép(otc) avt(od) epyollopé(vorc). £ép(otc) is a phonetic writing of étaipoic. What followed was
read as _ p//. The same abbreviation recurs at 4, transcribed as wp//, but a1t/ is to be read in both cases, to be
resolved as a0t(0D) at 1 and avt(otc) at 4. Cf. P.Oxy. XVI 1911.157 (557) ABpoopie motoptty kol toic £toip(oic)
ovtod épyafopé(voic); LV 3804.223 (566) AnoAl®d motouity kol tolc étaip(owc) advtod; sim. XVII 2195.134
(576/7).
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2 At the beginning of the line, read Adxx(ov) or Adxk(w), probably preceded by véov or véw in the previous
line. For the context, cf. POxy. XVIII 2197.191 eic xpet(av) [fi]c StopBmrc(emc) 100 Adkkov €[v k]thu(arty) IINAewc
1o Tedpy(tov) [ylewp(ydv); LV 3804.213f. tolc notop(itonc) dvopd&oct véov Adxik(ov) év ktnuo(ty) [Moxiok &v Tf
uny(avii) Aeyopévn) Tod Ktnuo(toc) Omo TaxkoPov | kol kow(Ov) yeopydv).

[0 [ ed. pr.,but v[rd seems more likely than &x. T®v yewpy(@v) probably followed in the lacuna.

3 vaei(wv) pEc. This number would have reflected the size of the new cistern. The work needed for it would
have been less than 166 naubia (see below). A cistern whose size was 161','%, naubia is described in P.Oxy. LXVI
4538 (6™/7" c.).

¢€ (dv) xoveil(ovtar) v(mEp) T0d madan(0D) Adik(ov). The reading of this passage had been improved since
the first publication, but some uncertainties remained. After BL XTI 121, it would read €&( ) xov@il( ) v(rEp) 10D
Mo ) Adkk(ov). €€ is a common abbreviation for € (@v), written out in full in the next line. We may then resolve
xov@il(ovton), with vabel(er) being its subject. TTaA( ) was taken as a toponym, but the word order is not smooth.
noA) would indeed be an obvious reading, but the curve in what would be the right-hand of A may be interpreted
differently, resulting in a smoother sequence: 100 nadoi(0D) Adxk(ov).

The background to this subtraction can only be guessed at. Perhaps the work on the old cistern had already been
remunerated, and for this reason it was not covered by the present payment.

4 gic vo(ucudriey). Cf. P.Oxy. VII 1053.8 yi(veton) vaovi(e) ,Eexn gic vo(u.) pi§, 11 véovi(o) tv gic vo(u.) .

(dnvopimv popiadec). The shape of the symbol here and at 5 is unusual, and received comment in the ed. pr.
The summary added by the second hand at 7 would suggest (uvp1&dec), but this will not account for all the ink,
especially the medial horizontal. Perhaps the symbols for the denarii and myriads were merged into one.

¢€ v £660(M) o 1(0lc) mpdnv. This advance may be compared to the payment to canal-workers Adye | &pofdvoc
in P.Lond. inv. 2238.6-7 (Oxy.; 5"/6" ¢.), ed. T. M. Hickey, APF 58 (2012) 302-7, but that consisted of wheat and
‘myriads of denarii’.

Aowr(@r) vou[icpdrior dVo tétoptov]. Restored from the next line, vo(p.) B d. It is not obvious how the subtraction
works. (4% sol. min. 19 car.) — (2 sol. min. 9 car.) = 2% sol. min. 10 car., but we have 2% sol. min. 10 car. One of the
fractions would be wrong. If the deduction was 4Y carats per solidus, as implied by those 2 solidi minus 9 carats, the
minus 10 carats are the product of a small downward rounding, 10 instead of 10%%. The minus 19 carats also imply
rounding: 18% car. for 4% sol., 19 for 44 sol. This may be a tenuous indication that the real figure was 4! sol. An
alternative explanation for this discrepancy has been suggested to me by K. Maresch: the difference is '/}, sol. or
2 carats, which would correspond to 1 carat per solidus; since the 2% solidi are reckoned on the 1Stwtikoc Cuydc,
one may wonder whether the difference is due to the obryza of 1 carat per solidus not being taken into account in
this standard.

6 Oxyrhynchite era year 249/218 = indiction 6 = 572/3; see CSBE? 151.

IMowvt 10 = 13 June. ‘Digging was done in the dry period and needed to be completed by June’ (P.Oxy. LXVI
4537 introd.). Cf. POxy. LXXXVII 5606.2 (545) oyxvpacemc 6 tv(diktimvoc) u[nvoc)] Howve, for work on embank-
ments carried out in Payni, or POxy. VII 1053.1 (6™/7™ c.), for the same kind of work performed in Epeiph.
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