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Abstract: Cycloidal computed tomography provides high-resolution images within relatively
short scan times by combining beam modulation with dedicated under-sampling. However,
implementing the technique relies on accurate knowledge of the sample’s motion, particularly in
the case of continuous scans, which is often unavailable due to hardware or software limitations.
We have developed an easy-to-implement position tracking technique using a sharp edge,
which can provide reliable information about the trajectory of the sample and thus improve
the reconstruction process. Furthermore, this approach also enables the development of other
innovative sampling schemes, which may otherwise be difficult to implement.

Published by Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.
Further distribution of this work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the published article’s title,
journal citation, and DOI.

1. Introduction

Cycloidal computed tomography (CT) is a recently developed micro-CT imaging technique
which provides high-resolution images efficiently through the combination of a highly structured
x-ray beam and innovative sampling schemes [1,2]. Usually, spatial resolution in x-ray imaging
is limited by the combined blur of the source point spread function (PSF) and the detector pixel
response function [3]; however, higher spatial frequencies can be accessed by dividing the x-ray
beam into an array of beamlets (see Fig. 1(a)) with the use of an absorbing mask. The exact
structure of the beamlets is determined by the width w of the slit-shaped apertures of the mask,
which are periodically separated by a distance p. The period p of the mask usually matches the
size of the detector pixels (a), accounting for magnification. To first approximation, the usage of
such a mask provides access to spatial frequencies on the order of 1/w [4,5], if the following
conditions are fulfilled: firstly, w must be smaller than the projected source width scaled to
the sample plane. Secondly, the beamlets must remain reasonably well separated. Finally, the
PSF of the detector must be sufficiently narrow that it does not cause significant blurring post
detection. In case the latter requirement is not met, it is possible to use “skipped” masks, which
have a larger period, matching the size of two or more pixels (i.e., p=m-a, where m=1, 2, 3...),
to increase the distances between the beamlets. The use of photon-counting detectors, which
generally provide a narrower PSF, is also an option.

However, the use of a mask imposes an under-sampling problem: if the sample is simply
rotated inside the structured beam (a “rotation-only” scan), there are large areas which remain
unseen behind the opaque regions of the mask. Hence, signals are sampled well below the
Nyquist criterion, limiting the spatial resolution of the acquired image despite the presence of
higher frequencies, and potentially causing under-sampling artefacts. In cycloidal CT, this is
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Fig. 1. (a) Schematic of a cycloidal CT setup, including an optional detector mask which
can provide access to a phase contrast channel. The inset at the bottom illustrates the phase
contrast principle — by adding the detector mask, refraction of the beamlets translates into
a change in intensity on the detector pixel. The sample rotates and translates at the same
time, which creates the interlaced data spread represented on (b). The red dots represent
acquired datapoints, while the empty dots represent the data that would also be acquired in a
dithered scan. The blue lines show the boundaries between pixels (or periods, accounting
for magnification).

alleviated by rotating and simultaneously translating the sample in subpixel steps along the
scanner’s x-direction (“roto-translation”). While this does not remove the under-sampling, since
the number of collected datapoints does not change with respect to a rotation-only scan, the
acquired data become more evenly spread across the sinogram (Fig. 1(b)), which facilitates the
achievement of a higher in-slice resolution using a suitable data recovery method (e.g., bivariate
interpolation) [2].

Under-sampling in CT is a common field of study, typically aimed at improving its (dose
or scan time-related) efficiency [6—11]. Cycloidal CT indeed shares similarities with studies
on under-sampling in the projection space [12—14], but also differs, not least because it offers
access to phase contrast, which can provide a higher contrast-to-noise ratio for weakly attenuating
samples than attenuation contrast. The phase contrast implementation requires the addition of a
detector mask which makes the system sensitive to refraction (further details in section 2.2) [15],
or the use of a detector with pixels smaller than the beamlets [16].

Previously, the under-sampling imposed by a mask as shown in Fig. 1(a) was handled by
applying a procedure called “dithering”. This method involves scanning the sample in several
subpixel steps at each rotation angle until it has been fully illuminated (i.e., the beamlets have
covered one mask period in multiple steps); the sample is then rotated to acquire the next
projection, where this process is repeated, and so on [4,5]. This process has similarities with
super-resolution imaging, in which several low-resolution frames at different positions are
combined to produce a high-resolution equivalent [17,18]; in our case, the subpixel shifting is
done to alleviate the under-sampling caused by the use of absorption masks. While dithering
ensures that high spatial frequencies are properly captured, providing a high in-slice resolution in
the reconstructed images, it also requires the rotation motor to stop at every projection, which
increases scan time, reduces efficiency, and is therefore unsuitable for applications which require
a high sample throughput.

Cycloidal CT can provide similarly high in-slice resolutions, with the added advantage that
scans can be performed continuously (in “flyscan” mode), which eliminates overheads and thus
reduces scanning time to the actual exposure time. The precise gain in speed depends on the
setup and acquisition parameters; in the specific case discussed in this paper, the continuous
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cycloidal scans were approximately 40 times shorter than the dithered scans. This can be useful in
many applications, particularly those with tight time constraints, such as intraoperative imaging
[19,20].

Cycloidal flyscans can be implemented unidirectionally, where the sample moves from one side
of the field-of-view (FOV) towards the other during its rotation; as a back-and-forth movement,
where the sample travels between two points repeatedly; or as a “pixelwise” scan, where the
back-and-forth movement is limited to within a pixel-size equivalent distance [21]. Pixelwise
scanning has the advantage that a FOV only slightly larger than the object is sufficient, while in
the other implementation strategies the FOV must be larger than the sample to accommodate the
extended motion along the x-direction. In all cases, a “regridding” step is necessary, through
which the data are placed into their correct sub-pixel position in the sinogram space. In the cases
where the sample movement extends beyond one (de-magnified) pixel, this involves shifting
the data by the number of pixels the sample has covered before allocating them to their correct
sub-pixel position.

Because of this regridding step, all implementations share the need for accurate knowledge of
the sample’s subpixel position (along x) during a scan. Earlier work [1,2,21] assumed correctness
of the nominal sample trajectory, however in practice a variety of factors such as drifts, vibrations
or motor inaccuracies mean that the real sample trajectory may differ, which can compromise the
regridding process; this applies to the pixelwise implementation in particular. This, in turn, has a
detrimental effect on image quality and resolution. These issues can be circumvented by manual
inspection of each acquired frame in order to estimate the subpixel position of the sample, but
this approach is time-consuming (upwards of 1000 frames are often acquired) and unreliable,
which defeats the aforementioned benefits of cycloidal CT. For simple samples (e.g., those with a
perfectly cylindrical sample holder), the regridding could also be done by ensuring a smooth
boundary of the sinogram; however, this is difficult to implement for complex or low-contrast
samples.

To solve this issue, we have developed an easy-to-implement position tracking method based
on tracking a knife edge, which exhibits subpixel accuracy and thus informs on the exact sample
trajectory during a scan. Thanks to this information, accurate tomographic reconstructions can
be obtained in a standardized manner, even when the nominal and real motions of the sample
during a cycloidal CT scan differ.

In this paper, we discuss the merits of applying knife-edge sample tracking in cycloidal CT.
First, we show its ability to track subpixel sample movements. We then demonstrate its role in
the reconstruction of accurate tomographic images with cycloidal CT. Finally, moving beyond
the use of knife-edge tracking as a corrective measure, we discuss its role as a facilitator for the
development of new sampling schemes (demonstrated on the extreme case of a random-walk CT
scan), for which an accurate knowledge of the sample position is paramount.

2. Material and methods
2.1.  Knife-edge position tracking

Knife-edge position tracking requires a sharp object mounted on a stable clamping system. The
object must be highly attenuating in order to obtain a clear edge profile. Sharper edges may
provide higher accuracy results, but in practice the required accuracy is determined by the
resolution capabilities of the scanner. The stability of the blade is crucial so that its motion
represents, accurately, the motion of the sample. To isolate the lateral movement, the rotation
stage must be above the sample translation stage, and the clamp must be affixed onto the latter
but not the former (see Fig. 2). Sub-pixel motion can be tracked by tilting the edge of the blade.
The method appears to perform well at a wide range of tilt angles, as long as the blade is not
perpendicular or parallel to the direction of translation.
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Fig. 2. The experimental setup for knife-edge tracking is presented in panels (a) to (c).
We used a purpose-built clamp to keep the scraper blade in place (a), which could then be
tightly affixed to the sample motor (b). As can be seen in the schematic in (c), the clamp
was attached to the translation stage and not the rotation stage, allowing us to separate the
two movements. Panel (d) illustrates the position of the knife edge relative to the sample.
Panels (e) and (f) illustrate the process of extracting the edge position from a frame: profiles
are extracted across several rows, the x-position of each profile’s midpoint is found, and the
average x-position is used to estimate the edge position, marked with an X in panel (f).

position

The edge position is estimated by extracting a profile across one row of pixels across the edge
of the tilted blade. The profile is interpolated onto a finer grid to obtain subpixel accuracy. The
position of the edge is approximated as the x-position that corresponds to the mean between the
(averaged) intensities on the left and right sides of the edge. Fitting an error function can be
advantageous if the edge signal is noisy. In our case, we found that repeating the above process
across several pixel rows and averaging the results provided sufficiently robust position estimates.

The positions are obtained in pixel units and can be used to correctly position the acquired
projection data in the sinogram. Distances measured at the detector plane need to be scaled to
the sample plane by accounting for magnification.

2.2. Edge-illumination x-ray phase contrast imaging

X-Ray Phase Contrast imaging (XPCi) exploits the changes in the phase of x-rays when they travel
through a sample to drive image contrast, alongside the conventional attenuation. For weakly
attenuating materials, such as biological tissue, this can provide increased contrast [22,23].

An experimental setup as described above (Fig. 1(a)) can be turned into an Edge Illumination
(EI) XPCi system by adding a second mask, often called a “detector mask™, in front of the
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detector [15,24,25]. Like the absorbing “sample” mask, it has periodically spaced slit-shaped
apertures, the period of which matches that of the sample mask accounting for the magnification
of the system. The two masks are aligned so that, without a sample, approximately half of each
beamlet falls on the exposed detector pixel and the other half on the absorbing septa of the mask.
With the introduction of a sample, the occurring refraction leads to small changes to the x-rays’
direction of propagation, which will cause a beamlet to fall further into the pixel or further into
the septum. This, in turn, leads to a change in the intensity recorded by the detector, which gives
rise to contrast. A more in-depth introduction to EI XPCi is available in [15].

For the reconstruction of tomographic images from those data, a phase retrieval procedure
must first be applied to establish a suitable line integral relationship between the data and the
object function to be reconstructed. In this paper, we have used a “single-shot” approach [26,27],
whereby it is sufficient to acquire a single frame for every position of the sample. The single-shot
retrieval assumes a homogeneous sample, although in practice it has been found to be applicable
for samples composed of similar materials (e.g., soft tissue). In cycloidal acquisitions, phase
retrieval is performed after the data recovery step.

EI XPCi shares similarities with other XPCi methods such as grating interferometry (GI)
[28-30], which captures changes in the differential of the phase. Like EI, the latter can be
implemented with table-top x-ray sources thanks to its relaxed coherence requirements.

2.3. Experimental setup

In our experiments, we used a scraper blade held in place by a clamp (Fig. 2) placed on the
translation stage, immediately downstream of the sample.

All data were acquired with the system in phase contrast mode, i.e., using an EI setup (Fig. 1(a)).
This allowed us to demonstrate our method on weakly attenuating samples, including biological
tissue. We used a Hamamatsu CMOS-based flat panel C9732DK-11 detector, with 50 X 50 ym
pixels, and a Rigaku MicroMax 007 HF x-ray source with a Molybdenum target operating at
40 kVp and 25 mA. The source and detector were separated by 0.875 m, with the sample mask
0.7 m downstream from the source and 0.037 m before the sample. The sample mask had 10
um apertures and a 79 um period, while the detector mask had 17 um apertures and a 98 um
period. Hence, every other detector pixel was “skipped” to reduce the adverse effects of crosstalk
between pixels. Consequently, the effective pixel size at the sample stage was 83 um.

The raw data were corrected using flat fields to account for background inhomogeneities,
and dark fields for detector noise correction. Cycloidal images were reconstructed using the
knife-edge method unless stated otherwise; specifically, the results from the tracking procedure
described above were used to accurately position the acquired data in the sinogram space. The
missing sinogram entries were then filled using bicubic splines interpolation, and tomographic
reconstruction was performed with MATLAB’s implementation of filtered back-projection.
Although our system utilises a cone beam, the assumption of a parallel beam geometry was made,
justified by small sample sizes and the relatively large distance between source and sample.

3. Results

3.1. Tracked versus nominal motion

Knife-edge position tracking was applied to two types of cycloidal flyscans: continuous back-
and-forth and continuous pixelwise scans. In both cases, the reconstruction of images had so far
been challenging due to the absence of accurate motion profiles. Here, we compare the tracked
and nominal sample translations in the two scenarios. For the continuous back-and-forth scan
(Fig. 3(a)-(b)), although the expected and nominal motions are close, they are not completely
overlapping, which worsens when the sample changes the direction. For the continuous pixelwise
cycloidal scan, which is arguably the most challenging implementation of cycloidal CT, a much
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greater discrepancy between tracked and nominal motions can be seen (Fig. 3(c)-(d)). Specifically,
it becomes apparent that the sample changes its direction slightly before reaching the end of one
mask period (0.083 mm), which creates a lag that gets increasingly severe as the scan progresses.

a. b.
Continuous back-and -forth motion Continuous back-and-forth motion
——tracked positions

——tracked positions
- - -expected positions 18.8} - - -expected positions|

20

position (mm)
> o
[

o

0O 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 86 88 90 92 94

angular positions (degrees) angular positions (degrees)
c. d.
Continuous pixelwise motion Detail of pixelwise motion
0.08 0.08f o tracked positions|
1 - - -expected motion
£0.06 H £0.06
E | | £
c Ir c
§o04f [”W 50.04
= =
o o
0.02 0.02

o
o

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 0 6 12 18
angular position (degrees) angular position (degrees)

Fig. 3. Comparison of sample motion based on knife-edge position tracking results, in
orange, and the expected nominal motion in black, for a cycloidal back-and-forth flyscan
(a-b) and a cycloidal pixelwise flyscan (c-d).

Before using the tracked motion profiles to reconstruct tomographic images, we wanted to
understand whether the tracking method had a dependency on the noise level in the images; if that
were the case, positions tracked at low tube current would have larger errors than those tracked
at high current, which would be undesirable, as it would effectively limit accurate tracking to
high-dose scans. For this purpose, we performed three pixelwise scans with increasing x-ray
tube currents, and compared the tracked positions. The results (Fig. 4) show that the tracking
output does not significantly change with current.

3.2. Usage in cycloidal CT

As explained above, the knife-edge tracking method was developed to improve the regridding
process that is a core part of cycloidal CT. Based on the tracked motion profiles, the regridding
can be automated, with no additional input required from the user. A metric to assess whether the
sinogram has been accurately regridded is provided by the images of the knife edge. By extracting
profiles from each frame in which the knife edge is in a different position and assembling
these into a separate matrix, a “pseudo-sinogram” is created (Fig. 5). After applying the same
regridding and interpolation procedures that were applied to the “real” (i.e., sample) sinograms,
the “pseudo-sinogram” should show a flat edge across all frames. Should this not be the case,
any discrepancy should be corrected, and the same correction applied to the sample sinogram.
We applied knife-edge tracking to cycloidal CT scans of two different samples: a custom
phantom made of polyethylene spheres and a preserved 300 g Sprague-Dawley rat heart. The
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Fig. 4. Tracking of a pixelwise scan, using the knife edge, at three different currents (20
mA, 25 mA, 30 mA). The results suggest that the output of knife-edge tracking remains
similar at increasing noise level.
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Fig. 5. The process of regridding and interpolating with pixelwise cycloidal data is
illustrated in the images above. Panels (a) to (c) represent the process for the knife edge
“pseudo-sinogram”. The flatness of the edge can be used as a metric for accurate regridding
and interpolation. Panel (b) details the regridding and interpolation of the sinogram with
the sample; all acquired datapoints are placed in their corresponding sub-pixel “slots” on
the sinogram according to the positional information obtained from the knife-edge tracking.
The dotted yellow lines in the middle images represent the edges of the pixel (or the mask
period, accounting for magnification). The same is shown in panels (d) to (f), but this time
for a real sample (a preserved rat heart in a plastic cylinder).
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polyethylene phantom contained spheres between 425 and 500 um in diameter in a 3 mm plastic
straw. The heart sample was obtained from the UCL BSU, from rats euthanised for organ
harvesting via Schedule 1 methods. The specimen was fixed (using 4% paraformaldehyde
solution) over a 24 h period and dehydrated using “critically point drying” as per Savvidis et al
[31]. The heart was kept in a 10 mm 3D-printed sample holder during imaging.

For the sphere phantom, data were acquired over 180° with angular steps of 0.2°, corresponding
to a total of 900 frames, at an exposure time of 1.2 s per frame. For the rat heart sample, 1800
frames were acquired over 180° with 1.2 s of exposure time, corresponding to an angular step of
0.1° (a smaller angular step was chosen to account for the greater sample diameter). Cycloidal
scans were implemented by translating the sample along the x-direction by a nominal distance of
0.0208 mm (which corresponds to %4 of the mask period when adjusted for magnification) per
each angular step. For the sphere phantom, a continuous unidirectional approach was applied,
whereby the sample moved by a total distance of 18.7135 mm from one side of the FOV to the
other. For the rat heart, a continuous back-and-forth motion was applied, made necessary by
the fact that the sample had a larger diameter and would thus have exited the FOV if moved
unidirectionally. Specifically, the rat sample travelled by 18.7135 mm before changing direction
and travelling back by the same distance. Continuous pixelwise scans were also performed for
both samples, during which the samples were “wiggled” between the edges of a de-magnified
pixel, which corresponds to a total distance of 0.083 mm, acquiring frames at (nominally) every
Y of that distance.

For both samples, dithered scans, acquired with 16 dithering steps, were performed for
reference. Rotation-only scans were mimicked by sub-sampling the dithered data (i.e., discarding
all but the first dithering step acquired), then applying the same processing as for the cycloidal
scans, bar the regridding.

The results are shown in Figs. 6 and 7. The superiority of cycloidal CT over a rotation-only
scan can be noted for both samples. Indeed, the quality of the cycloidal images is comparable to
the dithered ones. This is despite the cycloidal images being reconstructed from the same number
of frames as the rotation-only ones, and from 16 times fewer frames than the dithered ones. While
the relative performance of the different scanning schemes had already been examined [21], here
we analyse their overall quality in order to determine the benefits of applying knife-edge tracking.

The effect of knife-edge tracking can be observed by comparing the continuous pixelwise image
reconstructed with (Fig. 6(a)) and without it (Fig. 6(b)). To obtain the latter image, the pixelwise
image was reconstructed following a manual alignment of the acquired frames. Qualitatively,
both images are similar. On closer inspection, however, it can be seen that the latter is affected by
artefacts particularly around the edges of the container (see red arrows in Fig. 6(b)). This can also
be seen in the corresponding sinogram, where there is misalignment for at least several views.

We measured the spatial resolution of the images for quantitative comparison. Resolution was
estimated by extracting a line profile across the spheres and the container at 18 different positions
in the slice, fitting an error function, calculating the corresponding derivative, and finding the
full-width half-maximum of the resulting curve; all obtained values were then averaged. We
found that knife-edge tracking provides 26 +4 um, while for the manual processing method
the resolution was 29 =7 pm. In a previous paper, we reported a spatial resolution of around
50 um with manual processing [21], which highlights the lack of consistency of this approach.
The spatial resolution of the cycloidal continuous unidirectional image (also reconstructed with
knife-edge tracking) was estimated at 27 = 5 um.

Overall, these results suggest that knife-edge tracking provides a reliable alternative to manual
regridding, maintaining and even improving the quality of acquired images, while making the
reconstruction process itself fully automatable.

As can be seen in Fig. 6(a), one downside of the pixelwise approach is that it is prone to
ring artefacts, which arise from local variations in the mask or in the performance of one or
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Fig. 6. Reconstructed images of a polyethylene spheres phantom using different strategies,
including cycloidal pixelwise scanning (a, b), cycloidal unidirectional scanning (c), dithering,
which is taken as the gold standard (d), and rotation-only (e). Panels (a) and (c) have been
reconstructed with the positional information extracted using knife-edge tracking. Panel
(b) shows the cycloidal pixelwise image, reconstructed via visual inspection of the frames
instead of knife-edge tracking. The red arrows point at artefacts created with the manual
method. Sinograms are shown for panels (a) and (b) to illustrate the differences in results
when using knife-edge tracking vs. manual alignment. The spatial resolution measurements
for each slice can be found at the bottom left of each image.
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Fig. 7. Reconstructed images of a rat heart using different strategies, including dithering (a,
b), which is considered the gold standard, rotation-only scanning (c, d), cycloidal continuous
back-and-forth scanning (e, ) and cycloidal pixelwise scanning (g, h). The latter two have
been reconstructed using the positional information extracted with knife-edge tracking. On
the right column, it can be appreciated that cycloidal strategies preserve most of the detail
visible in the dithered image, although noise is somewhat higher. On panel (a), “LV” refers
to “left ventricle” and “RV” refers to “right ventricle”, and the septum is the wall separating
the two. The arrow at the top of the image points at a dent which must have been inflicted
during the drying process. The arrow at the bottom indicates the striations of the cardiac
muscles.
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more detector pixels. Ring artefacts may be corrected by dedicated algorithms [32,33], but
another option would be to expand the sample translation to the width of several pixels, rather
than one. In this way, local variations in the mask and/or pixels will no longer affect the same
lateral position of the scan, hence stripes (i.e., the manifestation of ring artefacts in the sinogram)
will be broken up, eventually leading to the artefacts averaging out during the tomographic
reconstruction. While such an acquisition may be considered a back-and-forth cycloidal scan,
rather than a pixelwise one, it should be noted that by limiting the sample translation to only a
few pixels the FOV requirements will only change minimally.

The images of the rat heart support the observations made for the sphere phantom, in that the
knife-edge tracking method enables high quality cycloidal reconstructions, which outperform
the rotation-only approach. The rat heart displays finer details than the plastic sphere phantom,
which are largely absent in the rotation-only image (Fig. 7(c)). In Fig. 7(a), we can clearly see
the muscle striations on the walls of the left ventricle and the septum, as well as the material
inside the right ventricle, which remained in that position possibly because of the visible dent on
the heart pushing it towards the centre of the ventricle (top arrow). Despite featuring the same
amount of data as the rotation-only case, the cycloidal approaches retain a much greater amount
of detail, as seen on the continuous back-and-forth (Fig. 7(e)) and continuous pixelwise images
(Fig. 7(g)). The continuous pixelwise image again shows ring artefacts, obscuring some detail,
although most features of the heart can still be appreciated.

3.3. Utilising knife-edge tracking as an enabler for the development of new scanning
schemes

The ease of implementation of knife-edge tracking, and the promising performance on cycloidal
CT data, suggest it can be used to explore other sampling strategies, related or unrelated to
cycloidal CT, which require accurate knowledge on the sample position during scans. To
demonstrate that the knife-edge method can track arbitrary motion profiles, we have implemented
(and tracked) a “random-walk” CT scan, whereby the sample is translated along the scanner’s
x-direction, but its direction of travel is changed pseudo-randomly (i.e., a random vector of
“turnarounds” was generated and used to drive the sample translation stage) as the scan progresses.
In this scenario, the regridding process crucially relies on the availability of accurate motion
profiles. A random-walk CT scan may be considered an “extreme” case of a sample motion that
is challenging to track, which is why it has been chosen as an example in the context of this paper.
Furthermore, like the pixelwise approach, it has the added benefit that minimal demands on the
FOV can be maintained (i.e., the scan can be set up so that the sample only moves within a short
distance, e.g., a few pixels, ensuring that it will not exit the FOV at any point) while the issue of
ring artefacts is alleviated, as per the explanation given above.

Figure 8 shows the comparison between the expected and tracked motion for the random-walk
scan. As can be seen, the experimental results do not match the nominal positions. As in the
pixelwise scan, there appears to be a lag in the sample movement which accumulates throughout
the scan.

While the random-walk scan was primarily applied to demonstrate the knife-edge method’s
ability to track arbitrary movements, we have also reconstructed the acquired images and
performed a resolution analysis as per the procedure described above. The reconstructed image
is shown in Fig. 9, and the resolution was estimated at 34 + 11 um. This is slightly worse than
the estimates made above for the cycloidal sampling schemes, which is also reflected in the
overall image quality. While this may suggest that random sampling may not be an optimal
choice (and/or that it requires further investigation, or a different approach to processing the data),
our results demonstrate that the tracked motion profile still enables a geometrically accurate
tomographic reconstruction.
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Fig. 8. Tracked sample translation motor positions (in orange) for a random-walk scan,

compared with the expected position (in black). The motor motion is progressively delayed
as the scan goes on.

Fig. 9. Random-walk tomogram of the plastic spheres phantom. The image is noisier and
somewhat less sharp compared to other cycloidal implementations.

4. Conclusion

In summary, we have discussed a position tracking technique which a) is easy to implement, b) can
track the sample motion in cycloidal CT scans thus simplifying and improving the reconstruction
process, even for pixelwise acquisitions, and c) provides a testing mechanism for the exploration
of entirely new sampling schemes in the future.

We believe these are important findings, as they contribute to the acquisition of high-resolution
and high-contrast images of samples within shorter scan times than possible through previous
approaches. Moreover, the method’s flexibility and ease of implementation make it a logical
component of any setup, cycloidal or otherwise, which requires accurate knowledge of the sample
position during a scan. High-resolution scans can particularly benefit from the use of knife-edge
tracking, as drifts of the setup are more significant. We are studying the use of masks with
increasingly small apertures to flexibly adapt the system’s resolution, and knife-edge tracking
will enable us to achieve accurate results even at higher resolution.

Some limitations of the method and, correspondingly, the need for further investigation have
emerged. For example, pixelwise cycloidal scans were found to be prone to ring artefacts; to
overcome the issue experimentally, rather than by applying software ring artefact removal, scans
where the sample “wiggle” is expanded to the width of a few pixels should be implemented.
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Other sample tracking approaches are available, and their respective merit will be a subject of
further research. While in principle it may be possible to track features other than a sharp edge,
we would like to emphasize that, in cycloidal CT, it is paramount that the sample translation is
tracked independently from its rotation (for the latter the nominal motor performance can usually
be safely assumed). Therefore, fiducial markers attached to the sample itself are not suitable. For
the same reason, it may be challenging to track the sample motion through image registration
algorithms, as the sample translation and rotation would have to be “separated” from images to
which both motions contribute. A laser tracking interferometer which measures the mechanical
error in position during a scan could be an alternative to knife-edge tracking. Another realistic
(and possibly more robust) alternative would be the use of a motors-encoded readout system
synchronized with the detector acquisition, which can output the position of the motors at any
given point, such as the ZEBRA implementation at the Diamond Light Source [34,35]. The
method in this paper presents an alternative for x-ray systems where this is not available.
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