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REFLECTIONS OF THE ‘WILL TO POWER’ ON 
ARCHITECTURE IN NIETZSCHE’S PHILOSOPHY

Abstract

human’s perceptual experience. In this sense, architectural designs are the manifest 
of the architect’s thought and experience. This manifesto aims to convince people 

between architecture and rhetoric.
Aphorism is one of the rhetorical tools used for convincing people and Friedrich 

Nietzsche is a prominent philosopher who wrote books in the style of aphorism. 
How aphorisms are used as a formal rhetorical tool in architecture is opened for 
discussion within the scope of the study by focusing on Nietzsche’s philosophy. 

power, art, and architecture. Therefore, it has been demonstrated that aphorisms 
are used as a formal rhetorical tool in architecture through the will to power. In 

means of form, manifest, and formal rhetorical tool.
Keywords: Architecture, Rhetoric, Friedrich Nietzsche, Will to power, Aphorism.

philosophy, physics, biology, etc. because of its nature. The phenomenon of 
architectural design is shaped by the reality that people experience around them. 
In this sense, architecture is cannot be considered independently from human 
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thinking since people experience and interpret the external world from their own 

between architecture and philosophy comes to the forefront. Just as a philosophy 
book tries to convince its readers about having the most accurate principles, 
similarly, the purpose of the manifest in architecture is to convince the users 
about the architectural product is designed in the best way. Considering the act 

between architecture and rhetoric takes centre stage. In this sense, the aim of the 
architectural design is to convince.

the concept of aphorism which is one of the rhetorical tools to convince becomes 

expresses a general truth or moral principle. It has been used throughout history in 

the purpose of impressing or inspiring. One of the writers who view aphorisms as a 

and art with a style full of metaphors and aphorisms, considered aphorism as a 

the concept of the will to power. 

dominate, the tendency of living things to discharge their energies and the basis of 
the mechanism of the universe. In this sense, due to the fact that the architectural 

the architectural design process. Architects aim to establish dominance in the built 

architecture is a manifest that emerges through form and every architectural design 

the will to power and architecture, this study demonstrates that aphorisms can be 
used both as a verbal and formal rhetorical tool.

Etymologically, the word aphorism derived from Middle French aphorisme 
‘’wise saying’’ and Greek aphorismos

 which means ‘’to 

as ‘’a concise statement of a principle, a short-pointed sentence expressing a wise 

aphorism is an original thought expressed by the author in a concise and catchy 

framing thought like a skin, developing with boundaries framing it. According to 
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tool.

claims of truth.

prominent writers with his aphorism style. He considered aphorism as a game of 

‘’My sense of style, of epigrams as style, was roused almost immediately by 
contact with Sallust… Concise, severe, with as much substance as possible at its 

where I found myself’’.

Übermensch

can use neither God nor any philosophy to base their ideas and understanding of 

this reason, Western metaphysics has distorted reality since Socrates, and there is 

with reality without referring to other worlds, only on the basis of this world. If the 
world is not accepted and interpreted as a whole, reality will have to be distorted. 
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a cyclical form, and all events that take place will repeat forever. He considered the 

eternal recurrence. At this point, Nietzsche opposes the progressive understanding 

The Upper Man or Übermensch is a common concept in Nietzsche’s works. He 
considers the human being as a bridge between the animal and the upper man, 
and shows the ’Übermensch’ as the target of the humans. Accordingly, in order to 
reach the Übermensch
to be overcome.

In this study, Nietzsche’s rhetorical understanding is evaluated through the 
concept of the will to power. In order to comprehend how architecture is a formal 

examined in detail.

The concept of the will to power lies at the heart of Nietzsche’s philosophy. 
However, there is a disagreement about this concept in Nietzsche’s philosophy 

like the tendency of living beings to discharge their energies, an impulse of living 

the universe, the cosmological basis of the universe, and the organic law of living 

world determined and described with respect to its “intelligible character” – would 
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of the indirect and most frequent consequences of this.’’

will of the serving I found the will to be master. The weaker is persuaded by its own 

of scent that ‘surpasses all understanding’, every animal abhors troublemakers 
and obstacles of every kind that do or could lay themselves across its path to the 

Nietzsche also states that the will to power, which is at the core of life and the 
universe, is also in the structure of the state that constantly commands and controls 

measure of rights as the ruling type possesses.’’
‘’Among the strongest, richest, most independent, most courageous, as ‘love of 

in Nietzsche’s studies. The will to power is generally related to dominance and 

power and the rhetoric of architecture need to be examined.

Nietzsche placed the concept of the will to power at the basis of his philosophy 
to explain every aspect and process of life. For this reason, it is expected that his 
understanding of architecture will be shaped within the concept of the will to 
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habitat, architects also aims to dominate the built environment and demonstrates 
their power through buildings they designed. Therefore, the architects comprehend 
the art of rhetoric in terms of formal tool and transfer it to the buildings by way of 

it is the great act of will, the will that moveth mountains, the ecstasy of the great 

a visible form. Architecture is a sort of oratory of power by means of forms. Now it 

such power expresses itself quite naturally in grandeur of style.’’
Nietzsche considered art as a mutual union of the gods of Apollo and Dionysus 

in Ancient Greece. Apollon is the symbol of order, harmony, and reason, while 

and passion while expressing itself in Apollo’s form, harmony and order. Thus, 
Nietzsche comprehends architecture as a discipline that arises from the Apollo-

In Nietzsche’s view, architects have always fascinated by the power and have 

humans around them. Second, the architect has to designs buildings in line with 

fact, throughout history, the architectural structures in each period have designed 

Nietzsche stated that the pride of human beings, the challenge against gravity 
and the will to power take a concrete form through architecture. Thus, he considered 

as in the art of verbal rhetoric. Consequently, architecture takes place in the built 
environment as a formal rhetorical tool of power. Expectedly, Nietzsche presented 
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concepts are expressed through the arrangement of words side by side and oratory. 
In the discipline of architecture, it is expressed through the form-making process, 
structure, materials and design decisions.

The architects, who want to show their power to the environment and leave 
their own mark through the building, decide how the building to be perceived by 

Thus, the struggle for existence arising from the will to power manifests itself in 
the built environment. All buildings are in a war of existence. This war in the built 

In this context, it is seen that the architecture is not independent of the war of 

rhetorical tool in architectural design.

as a product of the human’s inner world. The discipline of rhetoric is one of the 

intense.

in a similar way to the rhetoric. One of the rhetorical tools used for this purpose 
is aphorism. Nietzsche is one of the prominent writers with his aphorism style 

tool nourished by the will to power.
According to Nietzsche, the will to power is embodied by means of form and 

shape in architecture and takes place in the built environment. The architectural 

In this context, it is revealed that aphorisms are used as a formal rhetorical tool in 

Rhetoric in Architecture. 

References
<

>
Friedrich Nietzsche, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 

< >

< >



18

ARCHTHEO ‘19

, Procedia - 

Felsefe Tarihi
Nietzsche’de Güç 

Derrida, J., 1992. 
Routledge.

Webster’s New World Best Book of Aphorism. 

Öztürk
Üniversitesi.

Bloomsbury.
Morrell, K., 2010. , Journal of 

The Will to Power
 

Publishing. 

Trans. Maudemarie Clark & Alan J. Swensen. 
Nietzsche, F. W., 2001. 

Future
University Press.

University Press.
. Adrian Del Caro & Robert B. 

Homo
Literature.

O’Grady, S., K., 2010. Architectural Aphorisms, Architectural Theory Review, 

University Press.

. Trans. Steven Rendall,


