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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an experimentally validated, closed-form set of equations for predicting forces on rectangular buildings impinged by nominally unsteady tsunami
inundation flows. The shallow water waves that drive the tsunami inundation flows described in this paper are generated using a novel tsunami simulator, uniquely
capable of generating very long period waves featuring the characteristic draw-down of real-world tsunami. We describe an experimental study of the forces acting on
a rectangular building occupying 10-80% of a channel, fixed in a free-surface-channel flow driven by shallow water waves with periods of 20-240 s. An idealised
topography and a 1:50 Froude scale are adopted. A one dimensional model based upon open-channel flow principles is proposed for unsteady flows driven by
prototype tsunami waves, providing empirical estimates for drag and hydrostatic coefficients. It is observed that the pressure field around the buildings is hydrostatic
irrespective of the flow being steady or unsteady. An empirically derived force prediction equation, dependent upon the Froude number of the incoming flow and
blocking fraction is presented, which provides good agreement with the experimental results. The equations presented in this paper will provide engineers, tsunami
modellers, and risk evaluation experts with a convenient method of tsunami inundation force determination without recourse to computationally expensive multi-scale

numerical models.

1. Introduction and background

The Japan (2011) and Indian Ocean (2004) tsunami resulted in sig-
nificant loss of life, buildings, and critical infrastructure (EEFIT, 2004;
EEFIT, 2009; EEFIT, 2011; EEFIT, 2013). In order to mitigate such losses
it is essential to have an understanding of the likely inundation forces
that will arise during a tsunami event.

Tsunami inundation forces imposed upon structures in coastal regions
are due to the unsteady flow of sea water around them, which may be
evaluated as a combination of drag, hydrostatic and inertia forces.
Related studies (Qi et al., 2014; Bahmanpour et al., 2017) have evaluated
tsunami inundation forces using steady flow data, but these do not
consider the evolution of these forces during a tsunami event. It is
important to consider unsteady flow in order to gain a complete under-
standing of the temporal evolution of water surface elevation, velocity,
pressure, and total inundation force around the structure. This paper
addresses the interaction between unsteady flow due to prototype
tsunami waves with periods between 20 and 240 s, and a rectangular
surface-piercing rigid obstacle. The wave periods considered are classi-
fied as either quasi-steady or unsteady according to the magnitude of
their flow accelerations. New and detailed laboratory data is presented
and a semi-empirical model for predicting the forces experienced by the

* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: a.foster@ucl.ac.uk (A.S.J. Foster).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.coastaleng.2017.07.006

Received 16 November 2016; Received in revised form 12 April 2017; Accepted 28 July 2017

Available online 4 August 2017

obstacle is proposed.

The current literature on tsunami inundation forces on buildings is
somewhat disparate. This reflects the relatively broad range of areas
within fluid mechanics from which current research draws, and the as-
sumptions made in modelling the tsunami inundation flows. Over the
past few decades, research has focused upon: (1) determining the pres-
sure field of the impinging tsunami wave through shallow water theory
(Ritter, 1892; Vallis, 2006); (2) characterising the flow as either steady or
unsteady, subcritical or supercritical (Qi et al., 2014; Bahmanpour et al.,
2017); and (3) investigating the local interactions between obstacles and
the flow (Fenton et al., 2003, 2008). The combined effect of all of these
components, coupled with and validated against realistic prototype
tsunami conditions, has not yet been investigated widely.

Early theoretical work that may be related to the determination of
pressure fields of tsunami is that of Ritter (1892), who conducted work
on propagating bores and presented solutions to the non-linear shallow
water equations for a dam break of inviscid flow over a dry bed. More
general forms of the shallow water equations (see Dean and Dalrymple
(1984)) demonstrate that the resulting pressure field is hydrostatic. As a
result, open-channel flow principles, which assume hydrostatic pressure
distributions, may be used to analyse local variations in surface condi-
tions. Initial analytical studies by Escande (1939) examined the problem
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of interactions between obstacles and channel flow using energy princi-
ples, but their generality was limited by arbitrary theoretical closures.

More recently, there has been movement towards momentum and
drag concepts, which can be used to determine the criticality of the flow.
Hsieh (1964) conducted a preliminary investigation into the resistance
coefficients of cylinders in a rectangular channel, which were shown to
be a function of the Froude number, the relative depth of the incoming
flow, and the relative spacing of the piers; the direct effect of the piers on
the free surface was however neglected. Henderson (1966) describes, but
does not present a solution to, an approach that uses the momentum
principle to provide an estimate for the perturbed water depth. Ranga
Raju et al (Ranga Raju et al., 1983). and Montes (1998) developed
polynomial approximations for the change in water depth due to the
presence of cylindrical piers, but this analysis is restricted by the
assumption that changes in water depth are small and the flow conditions
are subcritical. More recent experimental work Arnason et al. (2009). and
Qi et al. (2014). has demonstrated that under certain circumstances
choked flow can result, leading to large changes in water depth.

There have been numerous experimental investigations examining
the effects of surface-piercing obstructions on the free surface profile up
and downstream of the obstruction in open channels under steady con-
ditions (Dargahi, 1989; Sadeque et al., 2008; Reinauer and Hager, 1994).
For unsteady conditions, preliminary investigations have focused upon
bores and hydraulic jumps in unobstructed channels (Yeh et al., 1989;
Hornung et al., 1995; Svendsen et al., 2000). Subsequent research has
examined the forces imparted by a bore on a rigid structure and the
simultaneous effect of the structure on the flow of the bore (Cross, 1967;
Fukui et al., 1963; Nakamura and Tsuchiya, 1973; Asakura et al., 2002;
Ramsden and Raichlen, 1990; Ramsden, 1993). Most experimental
studies regarding tsunami are limited to simulating these waves with
either solitary waves or bores generated by a dam break (Lukkunaprasit
et al.,, 2009; Thusyanthan and Madabhushi, 2008). Furthermore, the
waves simulated in these studies are generally of a short wave period,
resulting in a gap in the literature (see Fig. 1). This paper presents ex-
periments that follow a more recent approach, whereby tsunami simu-
lation is achieved by means of a volume-driven wave-maker that releases
a column of water of a specified volume at a controlled rate, as described
by Rossetto et al. (2011). and McGovern et al. (2017). This approach has
the advantage of being able to generate both trough- and crest-led waves
of periods between 20 and 240 s, which are significantly longer than any
other waves produced under laboratory conditions to date.

Practical guidance on the design of buildings against tsunami action
effects are provided in documentation produced by various federal and
national agencies. These include the Federal Emergency Management
Agency FEMA P-646 guidelines (FEMA, 2012) and the Building Center of
Japan guidelines (Okada et al., 2004), which adopt different methods for
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Fig. 1. Variations of blocking fraction with wave period (the present study and
related studies).

45

Coastal Engineering 128 (2017) 44-57

estimating inundation pressures and total forces. The procedure pro-
posed by FEMA (FEMA, 2012) initially assumes a maximum run-up value
R, from which a maximum water height hpg, can be determined. The
hydrostatic force Fj, for a fully submerged wall of height h,, and width b is
then determined as:

hy,
Flz =P8 (hmax - 7) bhw

in which p is the density of sea water and g is the gravitational acceler-
ation. Hydrodynamic or drag forces F; for a building with a drag coef-
ficient Cp subjected to an inundation flow velocity u are calculated as:

@

Fd = pCDB(hMZ) (2)
from which impulsive forces F; are determined as:
F, =1.5F, 3)

A recent update to the ASCE 7 standard (ASCE/SEI 7-16, 2017) also
incorporates the same impulse magnification of 1.5F; as described by Eq.
(3) into the hydrodynamic force definition. However, the guidelines
allow for this to be omitted when a bore is dissipated by topography, and
when the inundation flow is characterised by a Froude number less than
one. The methodologies described by (FEMA, 2012) and (ASCE/SEI 7-16,
2017) assume that the impulsive, hydrodynamic, and hydrostatic forces
can be decoupled and they further neglect the effect of the presence of the
building on the flow conditions. Research by Qi et al. (2014). and Bah-
manpour et al. (2017). have shown that the flow, pressure distribution
and forces are all sensitive to the presence of buildings. Furthermore, for
very long period inundation flows, the experiments presented in this
paper and in (McGovern et al., 2017) show that an initial impulsive force
component may not occur (see Section 4) or be a prerequisite for accurate
force determination.

This paper presents an extension of previous research into the subject
of tsunami inundation forces presented in Qi et al. (2014). and Bah-
manpour et al. (2017). Qi et al. (2014). propose force equations for
steady flows around objects based on small-scale experiments, with
Bahmanpour et al. (2017). extending the work of Qi et al. (2014).
through a numerical investigation. Here, the steady flow force equations
are tested against large-scale tsunami tests and hence this paper in-
troduces unsteady flow to tsunami inundation force problems.

This paper has two primary aims. Firstly, to describe the evolution of
pressures and forces of tsunami inundation flows around a single rigid
rectangular object. Secondly, to develop a semi-empirical force equation
in terms of offshore water height, flow velocity, blocking fraction, and
Froude number with a view to being used in future design codes and
numerical models. To these ends, we describe a detailed experimental
study of the forces acting on a square obstacle, over a range of blocking
fractions, due to waves of various periods that simulate prototype-like
tsunami. We adapt these experiments first to check whether the one-
dimensional model by Qi et al. (2014). for quasi-steady flow conditions
produces a good prediction of the measured forces. We then propose a
modified version of these equations with a new empirical closure.

2. Analytical framework

The adoption of an analytical framework for force determination
based on unsteady flows around surface-piercing objects assumes the
inundation imposed by tsunami is quasi-steady. Fig. 2a shows the vari-
ation of vertical water particle velocity with surface elevation as a
function of time for one of the waves considered in Section 3 of this study
(wave period T 80 s). Readings shown are for the shoreline
(x = 84.93 m) and far offshore (x = 10.93 m), in which x is the distance
from the front of the tsunami simulator. The figure shows that, excluding
the transition phase between the wave advancing and receding, the water
particle velocity remains constant with surface elevation. This suggests a
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Fig. 2. Spatial variation of vertical water particle velocity and acceleration with surface elevation as a function of time.

steady flow characteristic. Furthermore, between the two extreme loca-
tions, the velocity profiles are similar, suggesting that there is little
spatial variation of the flow. Considering the accelerations presented in
Fig. 2b, these are appreciably close to zero and corroborate the obser-
vations drawn from Fig. 2a. These initial observations suggest that
adopting a starting assumption of quasi-steady flow can be justified for
predicting inundation forces that are driven by nominally unsteady flow
due to long waves typical of tsunami.

The most relevant aspects of the experimental conditions generated in
this study can be modelled using long-wave theory to predict the pressure
field, and the momentum principle to determine the criticality of the flow
and hence the position of the free surface.

Tsunami waves and other waves with extremely long periods and
wavelengths are referred to in the literature as long or shallow water
waves (Dean and Dalrymple, 1984). Fig. 3 describes a long wave of
wavelength L, amplitude H/2, horizontal (x-direction) velocity u vertical
(z-direction) velocity w, and surface profile  impinging upon an obstacle
of length [ and width b immersed in initially still water of depth h. From
small amplitude wave theory, the surface profile and velocities for a
progressive wave of period T are described by:

. H gk cosh k(h + z)

T2 06 coshkh cos(x = ) (4a)
_ H gksinhk(h+7z) .
W=z Wsm(kx —ot) (4b)
H
n= 5cos(kx — ot) (40)

In these equations k = (27/L) is the wave number, ¢ = (27/T) is the
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Fig. 3. Schematic of an obstacle of width b, partially immersed by a long wave of
wavelength L, and amplitude H/2.
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angular frequency and g is the gravitational acceleration. For kh<x/10
the asymptotic forms of the hyperbolic functions in Equations (4a) and
(4b) are cosh kh = 1 and sinh kh = kh respectively, resulting in shallow
water particle velocities u; and w;:

8K o — oy = 1€

s = cos(kx — ot) = 7 e
| gHk _ _ o148

W= [k(h + 2)]sin(kx — ot) = C<1 + h) ox ©b)

in which C = y/gh is the shallow water celerity. The pressure field p
associated with a progressive wave is determined from the unsteady
Bernoulli equation, whose velocity potential ¢ is given by:

_ H g cosh k(h+z2)

¢ = 26 coshkh sin(kr - ot) ®)
which results in:

cosh k(h + z)
P =P8t P ik )

in which p is the fluid density. For shallow water conditions
where kh<z/10:

®

Thus the pressure due to long waves is hydrostatic, since the vertical
accelerations can be shown to be small (Dean and Dalrymple, 1984); this
is shown to be true for sea walls completely blocking the flume in related
experimental work by McGovern et al. (2016). With reference to the
pressure distributions p; and p; in Fig. 3, the net force F, in the x-di-
rection is defined as:

p = pgz+pgn=pgn —z)

Fe=hah st ©
= [ bpi (a2, 0)dz — [ bpa(xy + 1,2, 1)dz
in which —S is the bed surface elevation. Hence for long waves, the
problem of determining the net force on a building is reduced to knowing
the relationship between the upstream and downstream water depths hy
and hy. Since there is an absence of dynamic pressure in long waves, h;
and hy can be determined using steady open channel flow principles.
Current practice in tsunami inundation force determination is typi-
cally reliant upon numerical models that calculate inundation flow ve-
locities in preparation for drag force computations (Imamura and Imteaz,
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1995; Synolakis et al., 2008). The influence of buildings upon inundation
flows is then determined indirectly through an appropriate velocity
adjustment, incorporating an empirical roughness coefficient (see
Gauckler (1867) and Manning (1891)). This paper proposes an alterna-
tive approach and examines the applicability of an analytical framework
that directly considers the presence of buildings on the inundation flow.
In this framework, forces on an object or building are critically dependent
upon knowledge of the upstream and downstream Froude numbers, Fry
and Fry respectively. This implies that an estimate of these forces can be
derived by considering the influence of the object in a channel upon the
height h of the free surface. Through an experimentally determined
empirical closure, the need to explicitly take into account the presence of
the building is negated, which permits the forces acting on a building at
any given location in the inundation flow to be determined knowing only
the Froude number and building dimensions. This is advantageous for
numerical modelling as the presence of a building will not need to be
taken into account. It is also of practical relevance for engineering cal-
culations and risk evaluations that seek to take advantage of historic or
site-specific environmental data without recourse to costly numeri-
cal models.

The idealisation originally used to develop this framework by Qi et al.
(2014). is summarised in Fig. 4, and comprises a flow in a rectangular
channel of depth h and an average uniform velocity of u. The unob-
structed channel has a width w, which upon introducing an obstacle of
width b, is constricted to a net width of (w—b). The total force Fj, on the
obstacle can be calculated in terms of the fluid density p, the drag coef-
ficient Cp, the hydrostatic coefficient Cy, gravitational acceleration g, the
wetted frontal area of the obstacle A = bh, the net water surface elevation
(h1—hg), and the local mean horizontal fluid velocity u:

_ 1 1
Fp = =Cppbu®h + ECHpbg (W} — 1) (10)

2
For a fixed control volume CV, the Reynolds transport theorem gives
the linear momentum relation (Reynolds, 1903):

ZF :%(/updv) + [ up(un)dA

CcvV S1+Sd

(1n

in which n is the outward normal unit vector and XF is the vector sum of
surface tractions on all fluids and solids cut by the control surface, as well
as all body forces acting on the masses within the control volume.
Assuming a locally steady one-dimensional flow, d/dt = 0, the right-hand
side of Eq. (11) may be written as:

fsl+sdup(u~ﬁ)dA = uip Ay — ugpugAg 12)

Assuming incompressible flow p; = pg = p and invoking the conti-
nuity equation such that puyA; = pugAg

/S]Hdu/)(u-ﬁ VdA = pui Ay (uy — uy) = pQuy — ug) = p(M; — M,) =F
(13)

in which Q = uwh is the volume flux and M is the momentum flux at the
control surfaces. Fenton (Fenton et al., 2003) defines the momentum
flux as:

Flow direction

Channel width, w

ha, 52, U2
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2
u = (ean+9%) (14)

in which h, is the depth of the centroid of the section below the surface

such that Ah.= (1/2)h?w, and p is the Boussinesq coefficient

B = (A/Q?) [ udA, which takes into account non-uniform velocity over
A

the cross-section. For regular channels, flumes and spillways, g = 1.03
(Chow, 1959), which for the purposes of this paper is approximated to
B = 1. The upstream Froude number Fr; is defined as

up
\/ghl.

When Fr; is less than a critical value Fry, the upstream flow is seen by
Qi et al. (2014). to be subcritical. For Fri=Fr;., the downstream Froude
number jumps to Frp. > 1, corresponding to a choked flow where the
momentum loss is greatest. For choked flows, the flow downstream of the
building is characterised by a hydraulic jump, across which there is a
change in water depth. To determine the flow state Fry downstream of the
buildings, Egs. (13)-(15) can be used to form a relationship between Fry
and Frq in terms of Cp, (b/w), and Cy:

Cub\ 1 Cob Cub) 1
(1 _L> _— (1 _L>Frf/3 _ (1 _L> o F
w J 2Fr, 2w w J 2Fr,

(16)

Fr= 15

which is a transcendental equation. In the presence of supercritical flow
(Fr; > 1), the far downstream Froude number Fry is evaluated by first
determining the conjugate depths hg/ha:

ha 1\/“
da_ 2 8FP2 — 1
m 2 V!Tor

From the continuity equation uy = ug (hg/hg), which yields the far
downstream Froude number Fro:

17)

23/2
32
(\/1 T 8F2 — 1)

Fig. 5 plots the relationship between Fr; and Fry for the blocking
fractions (b/w = 0.1,0.6,0.8) considered in this study. This figure shows
that below a subcritical upstream Froude number (Fri<Fr,), Fr; and Fry
are correlated, such that the difference between upstream and down-
stream water height is small. At Fr;=Fr, the downstream Froude number
jumps to Fry., such that the water depth decreases rapidly around the
sides of the obstacle and a hydraulic jump forms downstream. This figure
assumes a hydrostatic coefficient Cy = 0.58 (Qi et al., 2014) and a drag
coefficient Cp:

Fr, = 18)

(19)

Coob\’
Cp = Cpo (1 +- )
2w
where Cp is the drag coefficient for unbounded flow, equal to 1.9 when
ambient turbulence is taken into account (Tamura and Miyagi, 1999).
The framework described will be extended, using new experimental

Obstacle (width b) . s1.

ha, sd, ud

-

Fig. 4. Schematic of an obstacle of width b constricting an open channel of width w containing a choked free surface flow with local velocities u;, water depths h;, and control surfaces s;.

47



A.S.J. Foster et al.

2.5 T T
0 O b/w=0.1(choked)
¢ O b/w=0.6 (choked)
2.0 1
0 O b/w = 0.8 (choked)
LB [
g O
~ 0
0 O ]
05 [ ommmeeee e S
0.0 | | | |
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

Frq

Fig. 5. Model predicted relationship between Fry and Fr; for the range of parameters used
in the present study.

data, to examine the influence of unsteady flow on the inundation forces
experienced by rectangular buildings and to provide a set of semi-
empirical equations for force prediction.

3. Experimental study

To examine the influence of unsteady flow on forces experienced by
rectangular buildings, an experimental study is conducted where obsta-
cles of varying blocking fractions are subjected to unsteady free-surface-
flow driven by trough-led waves (N-waves) and solitary waves.
Depending upon the upstream and downstream Froude numbers, the
flow regime is classified as either subcritical or choked, according to the
thresholds defined by Qi et al. (2014). The presence of a rigid body,
introduced into a channel flow, generates a perturbation. At low Fr, the
difference in water depth upstream and downstream is negligible. But at
high Fr, a bore initially propagates upstream and downstream of the
obstacle when the water is set in motion, leading to a change in water
depth upstream and downstream of the obstacle. In a flume of finite
length, a reference unperturbed upstream state will be lost, which means
that observations are expressed in terms of an upstream Froude number,
Fry. In this section we describe the experimental variables, test conditions
and apparatus, and data processing methods. Given an upstream state
characterised by Fry, the analytical framework in this paper will deter-
mine the downstream state characterised by Fry.

3.1. Experimental variables
A summary of the experimental variables considered in this investi-
gation is presented in Table 1:

Two forms of wave are used in this investigation: solitary and trough-
led N-waves. Solitary waves (Miles, 1980) are described by:

1 2
) =i =) 20

where 7 is the surface elevation, x is the horizontal coordinate, t is time, a

Table 1

Key experimental variables.
Experimental variable Values
Flume length, Ly 100 m
Flume width, w 1.8m

Obstacle widths, b
Blocking fractions, b/w
Wave periods, T

b; = 0.180 m, b, = 1.080 m, b3 = 1.440 m
bi/w = 0.1, by/w = 0.6, b3/w = 0.8
Solitary waves: 20s, 45s, 80s, 160s
N-waves: 40s, 80s, 111s, 166s, 200s, 240s
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is the wave amplitude, C is the wave celerity, and L is the length of the
wave. Solitary waves have been used in many other experimental and
numerical studies (Jensen et al., 2003; Synolakis, 1987; Briggs et al.,
1995; Borthwick et al., 2006) as they possess the ability to carry forward
momentum and they feature a positive elevation, making them amenable
to traditional paddle-driven flumes. However, solitary waves lack the
characteristic depression, or draw-down, of real-world tsunami waves
(Madsen et al., 2008), which can produce steeper positive wave fronts
after the initial depression has passed. This might lead to higher impact
forces on an object or a building. This feature of tsunami waves can be
modelled by N-waves (Tadepalli and Synolakis, 1994, 1996), whose
leading profile is described by:

o) = A=) 21)
cosh’(y(x — 0))],
where 7(x) is the surface elevation, &; < 1 is a scaling parameter defining
the crest amplitude H, 6 = X;+Ct and L = X;—X5 (in which X5 is the x
position of the inflexion point of the profile corresponding to
n(x = X3) = 0 and X; is the position of a positive solitary wave of the same
amplitude centred on X = Xj at t = 0), and y = \/3Hvy/4, where vy is a
steepness parameter set to 1 by (Tadepalli and Synolakis, 1996). Due to
its novel method of wave generation, the pneumatic tsunami generator
used in this study has the ability to produce waves with a leading trough
or depression that are generally not possible with paddle-driven flumes.
The waves generated in this study are not selected to reproduce any
particular prototype events, but are generated in the same way and with
essentially the same device as experiments that reproduced the Indian
Ocean 2004 ‘Mercator’ trace at a Froude scale of 1:50 (Allsop et al.,
2014). It may therefore be appropriate to apply that scale in any con-
version to prototype. At this scale, scale effects are relatively mild. Sur-
face tension effects will be very small, as will related air entrainment.
There will be some effects of relative roughness for the initial stages of
flow along the sea bed, but for the later stages of incoming flows of in-
terest here, Reynolds effects will be small.

3.2. Experimental set-up

3.2.1. Location

Physical experiments are conducted at HR Wallingford, in a wave
tank 100 m long, 1.8 m wide, and of variable depth. The tank is equipped
with a wave generator at one end. At the opposite end a 1:20 sloping
bathymetry was installed (Fig. 6a), reaching a maximum height of 1 m,
the nominal position of the shoreline.

3.2.2. Wave generator

The wave generator in this investigation is of the pneumatic type,
referred to herein as a tsunami generator. Unlike wave paddle and
plunger wavemakers, a tsunami generator has no moving parts in contact
with the water. The design concept behind the tsunami generator is a
pump with a low pressure head, connected to a partially immersed
plenum chamber, which is open at the bottom and located at one end of
the tank. Water drawn into the plenum chamber is released by moving a
valve controlled by an electric servo system. The system admits a valve
position feedback signal from a transducer at the valve in addition to a
reference signal; the system operates an actuator to cause the valve po-
sition to match the reference position. The amplitude and frequency of
the generated tsunami waves are directly related to the amplitude and
frequency of the reference signal. This form of wave generation is ideally
suited to simulating tsunami as it allows the controlled movement of
large volumes of water in a confined space without high discharge water
pumps, which are expensive in both capital and operational costs.

3.2.3. Obstacles
Three rectangular cylinders of constant height hpox (0.2 m), depth dpox
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Fig. 6. Schematic diagram of the test set-up (not to scale).

(0.18 m), and variable width b (0.18 m, 1.08 m, and 1.44 m) are used in
this study. Normalising by the flume width w (1.8 m), these three cyl-
inder widths correspond to blocking fractions b/w 0.1, 0.6, and 0.8. The
obstacles are connected to a frame comprising an assemblage of load
cells, which in turn connects to a primary support beam attached to the
tank side walls (Fig. 6b). The load cells used in these tests are the F232/2
type supplied by Novatech, with a stiffness of 2.1 x 10 N/m, a sampling
frequency of 100 Hz and a range of + 5 kN. The structure is designed to
have sufficient stiffness to avoid resonant excitation during the tests. This
is verified by measuring the natural frequency of the structure, which is
considerably higher than the forcing frequency of the test waves.

3.2.4. Measurement

The water surface elevations 5 are measured at various locations in
the offshore (constant depth region of the flume), the nearshore (above
the sloping bathymetry) and onshore (the initially unwetted region
beyond the nominal shoreline) using resistive-type wave probes (Fig. 6a).
Time series velocity profile data are collected at the bathymetry toe using
an acoustic doppler current profiler (ADCP), manufactured by Nortek.
Onshore velocity is measured using propeller meters. Pressure is
measured using absolute-type pressure gauges, manufactured by Trafag.
Pressure gauges of this type are suitable for this investigation due to the
relatively low expected dynamic pressures. Readings are taken at four
35 mm intervals along the height of the front face of the obstacles, along
the center line in all cases and at an offset for b/w = 0.6 and 0.8 (Fig. 6b).
Forces are measured using three two-axis strain gauge-type load cells,
manufactured by Novatech. The load cells are mounted between the
primary support beam and the interface beam in a triangular formation
for stability, as well as to minimise any moments due to their position
above the obstacle. All of the instrumentation is connected to a data-
logger. A trigger system is set up so that when the valve on the
tsunami generator is opened, data logging commences instantaneously,
with the time set to zero.
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3.3. Data processing

Excluding current profile data, which is collected and processed by
proprietary software, all data generated during the tests are logged as
voltages; the relevant calibration factors are then applied during a post-
processing stage to obtain physical quantities. A Fourier smoothing
technique is applied to the data generated by the pressure transducers
and load cells to remove noisy signal interference.

4. Experimental results
4.1. Wave elevation

Fig. 7a-7d present typical wave surface elevation profiles 7 for all of
the waveforms and periods considered in the present study. These are
measured at x = 64.93 m (offshore) and x = 84.93 m (onshore), which
correspond respectively to the start of the bathymetry and the shoreline.
Fig. 8a and b presents the evolution of a typical short (T = 40 s) and long
(T = 200 s) N-wave at all instrument locations. In both of the presented
cases, as well as all other cases considered, the waveform does not
significantly change with position along the offshore region.

Fig. 9 shows the variation of peak water height, recorded at the face of
the obstacle, with wave period. It can be seen that the water height
ranges from approximately 10%-90% of the height of the obstacle. It is
generally observed that higher blocking fractions result in higher
measured water levels at the face of the obstacles.

4.2. Regime classification

A key aspect of this research is the influence of unsteady flow con-
ditions upon tsunami forces. As a measure of unsteady flow, second-order
time derivatives are taken of the surface elevation 5. Although in theory,
any time dependency of surface elevation connotes unsteady flow, in
practice all flows are locally unsteady even when conditions are
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Fig. 8. Trough-led N-waves measured at all instrument locations.

considered to be steady in the far-field. For the purposes of this research, of the quantity (h/gl), which corresponds to a term that can adequately

the flow will be considered to be unsteady when % is greater than 0.05% non-dimensionalise the water depth time derivative whilst also
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Fig. 9. Variation of peak water height with wave period for all obstacle widths.

encompassing the influence of the length I of the obstacle in the flow. In
order to examine the influence of the presence of the building on the
flow, the obstacle width b is excluded from the normalisation. Fig. 10a
and b shows the relationship between wave period and flow variation,
taken at both mean and peak values of 3%/0¢* (h/gl). Two inferences may
be drawn from these figures. Firstly, there is a clear wave period
(T = 80 s) below which the flow becomes significantly unsteady. Sec-
ondly there is a local influence, due to the presence of the obstacle in the
flow, that results in higher blocking fractions introducing greater un-
steadiness. This is due to higher blocking fractions increasing the ten-
dency of the flow to transition from subcritical to choked. This finding is
in accordance with the observations of (Qi et al., 2014) for steady flow,
where the blocking fraction (b/w) influences the critical Froude number.

4.3. Velocity, wave celerity and wavelength

Measured and theoretical wave celerity, wavelength and velocity are
presented in Table 2 for all waves considered in this study. These data
exhibit the anticipated response of an inverse relationship between ve-
locity, wave celerity and wave period (see Fig. 11). A more compre-
hensive tsunami generator calibration study by (Rossetto et al., 2011)
corroborates these results.

With the exception of the T = 20s solitary wave, it is noted that for all
of the waves considered in this study, the measured wavelength is
considerably longer than the flume. This can result in a degree of
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Fig. 10. Non-dimensional time derivatives % 4
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destructive interference due to wave reflection, which can be observed in
Fig. 7b for example, where the reflection of the generated wave begins
immediately after the shore-ward motion of fluid from the simulator
arrives at the tow of the bathymetry (McGovern et al., 2017). This is
expected as both solitary and N-waves carry forward momentum (unlike
sine waves, where closed orbital particle paths do not transport mass
forwards), which will result in significant reflections from the flume
slope. In a related study by McGovern et al. (2017), it is observed that for
very long waves, there is an increase in amplitude due to the constructive
interference of the prior reflected portions of the wave crest. It is
concluded in their research that this is due to an excitation of the second
harmonic of the flumes resonant frequency.

4.4. Pressures and forces

Typical time histories for measured wave pressure and force are
presented in Fig. 12 for all blocking fractions and selected wavelengths.
The data do not exhibit a significant impulsive component; this is the
anticipated response, as during the tests no waves were observed to break
on or near the obstacle and there was little by way of slamming during
the initial impact phase (Fig. 13). These results are significant because an
impulsive component is instead specified in current recommended
practice documents, such as FEMA (FEMA, 2012) and Okada et al.
(2004). In the absence of wave force measurements under realistic tsu-
namis (here we exclude tests with simple solitary waves or those using
dam-break bores), engineers writing design codes have taken the pre-
cautionary approach of biasing their advice towards loads from steep
waves as generated in dam-break experiments, such as Nouri et al.
(2010). and Al-Faesly et al. (2012), which often show impulsive loadings.

4.0 T
0 O b/w=0.1
= : : S0 0 b/w=0.6
g sof R ‘ |0 0 b/w=08
g f - - Steady limit
S 250 B T
X 4 :
= 20 .
2 g
T ]
S :
=rob T .
S 3
05— D L
8 :
0.0 D\ E e L AA 7 A
0 50 100 150 200 250
Period, T (seconds)
9%n h
(b) Mean values of Z7

b of wave elevation at the face of the building for all wave periods.
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Those experiments that use more realistic tsunami generation, for _
2F
example those by Rossetto et al. (2011), Bremm et al. (2015), Allsop et al. Cp = lim D (22)

(2014), Goseberg et al. (2013). and McGovern et al. (2017), have seldom
if ever shown impulsive effects, suggesting that these more violent
loadings may be significantly rarer than implied by dam-break studies.

The overall relationship between peak forces, pressures and wave
period is presented in Fig. 14, which shows a pronounced attenuation of
peak forces and pressures with increasing wave period. Fig. 15 traces
peak pressures and forces with measured water height at the face of the
obstacles. This figure shows that the measured forces are close to the
corresponding hydrostatic force components. This is the anticipated
response as predicted by the long wave theory presented in Section 2.

Applying the regime classification presented in Section 4.2, Fig. 16
shows that the majority of the measured pressures are hydrostatic,
particularly in the unsteady regime. Results indicating pressures below
the expected hydrostatic response are associated with the longest period
waves with the lowest amplitudes; in these cases some of the water level
fell below the measurement area of the pressure transducers, resulting in
lower than expected pressure readings.

Fig. 17a shows the variation of drag coefficient with wave period,
determined from the experiments as:
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For longer period (>50 s), very shallow waves, there is significant
scatter in the results which may be due to measured velocities being
affected by high friction forces. This is reflected in Fig. 17b where a split
in the data occurs, coinciding with the division of flow regimes. Results
for wave periods exceeding 110 s have been omitted from this figure, as
the very shallow water conditions resulted in unreliable velocity data
readings. Since the focus of this research is on unsteady flow, only the
data corresponding to wave periods less than 50 s be used to draw con-
clusions in subsequent sections of this paper. Using this subset of results,
good agreement is achieved with the predictive equation for Cp (Eq.
(19)), when a value of Cpg = 1.9 is used, which is the theoretical value for
drag on a square cylinder in an unblocked turbulent flow.

5. Discussion and empirical closure

In this section, a modification of the empirical force equation origi-
nally proposed by Qi et al. (2014). for steady flow conditions is proposed

for the application to unsteady flows, for which (%) (é) >0.5x 1073,
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(d) T = 200s, start. (e) T = 200s, impact. (f) T = 200s, peak (t/T = 0.5).

Fig. 13. Video stills of a short period (T = 40 s) and long period (T = 200 s) N-wave impacting an obstacle with a blocking fraction b/w = 0.1.
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Fig. 14. Variation of peak force and pressure with wave period for all obstacle widths.

based on the presented experiments. In Qi et al. (2014), and as implied by

Eq. (10), a proportion of the total force experienced by the obstacle _ lCD pbihy if Fry<1 (subcritical)
comes from drag and the remainder from hydrostatic effects. To reconcile Fp= 2 (23)
these two force scalings, a general expression for Fp, is proposed: gpbglﬂu‘l‘/ 3h‘1‘/ * if Fr,>1 (choked)
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Fig. 18. Variation of derived force scaling coefficient A with (a) period and (b)

their predictive capacity is assessed in Fig. 19. Agreement with labora-
tory results is acceptable, but there is potential for improvements with
more reliable shallow water velocity measurements.

From both design and assessment perspectives, the blocking fraction
(b/w) is an important parameter. For simplicity, it is desirable to make A

invariant to wave period or more generally ("%Z) (ﬁ) With reference to

Fig. 18b, A tends to settle on a constant value, suggesting that an
empirical closure taking only (b/w) into account is an acceptable balance
between accuracy and utility. Considering only wave periods that are
categorised in this research as unsteady, the relationship between A and
(b/w) is plotted in Fig. 20.

Using a least squares fit for A as a polynomial function of (b/w), the
following empirical closure for Fp, is proposed:

A =1.37—1.35(b/w) + 1.37(b/w)* (25)

which is applicable for unsteady flow regimes where

<%> (ﬁ) >0.5x 1073, A summary of the force equations that are

applicable to steady and unsteady inundation flows is presented in
Table 3, with A defined in Eq. (25) and 4 corresponding to the steady
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Table 3
Summary equations for force Fp, corresponding to steady and unsteady inundation flow
regimes.

Steady Unsteady

(3%1) (ﬁ) <0.5x 1073 <‘;%7) (g) >05x1073
Subcritical, Fry < 1 1Cppbulhy 1Cppbuzhy
Choked, Fr, > 1 /lsbgl/3u‘1‘/3h‘l'/3 2bg! /3u‘1‘/3h‘1‘/3

2 =073+ 1.2(b/w) + 1.1(b/w)". (26)

In determining the empirical closure specified by A, the force acting
on a building at any given location in the inundation flow can be
determined by knowing only the Froude number and blocking fraction.
The force equations proposed in this section can be adopted within
current approaches to tsunami inundation modelling.

6. Concluding remarks

We describe an experimental study that seeks to examine the forces
experienced by a rectangular obstacle in an unsteady free-surface chan-
nel flow. This study is one of a very limited number where prototype-like
tsunami flows are simulated. In this study, the length of the obstacles are
fixed and the blocking fraction (b/w) is allowed to vary from 0.1 to 0.8. A
range of wave periods from 20 to 240 s are chosen and these encompass
both solitary and trough-led wave forms.

The aims of this study are firstly to describe the evolution of pressures
and forces of tsunami inundation flows around a single rigid rectangular
object, and secondly, to develop a semi-empirical force equation in terms
of offshore water height, flow velocity, blocking fraction, and Froude
number with a view to being used in future design codes and numeri-
cal models.

The results show that for very long period waves encountering an
idealised topography, the inundation flow can be considered to be
gradually varying, to the extent that it can be considered steady. Through
the introduction of obstacles in the form of buildings into the flow, it is
evident that there is a strong interaction between obstacle widths and
flow conditions, expressed in terms of the Froude number. When
considering the temporal evolution of the forces and pressures, it is
evident that for the wave periods under consideration, there is no
impulsive component. Through classifying the impinging waves into
steady and quasi-steady regimes, we demonstrate that the force param-
eterisation depends on both the upstream Froude number Fr; and the
blocking fraction (b/w). Additionally, the effect of variations in the rate
of change of flow (%) <§) appear to have a limited effect on the force
parameterisation. Finally, the resulting pressure fields are observed to be
hydrostatic, irrespective of flow regime. Therefore, in terms of pre-
liminary recommendations for updated design guidance for the range of
flow conditions investigated, the effect of impulsive forces may be
neglected and the theoretical framework originally proposed by Qi et al.
(2014). for quasi-steady flow conditions can be applied in a predictive
capacity for certain unsteady inundation flows. Further experimental
work that seeks to provide a detailed examination of the influence of
topography and scale effects will be required to develop more general-
ised design guidance.
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