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Abstract 

The thesis addresses how authoritarian regimes remain in power, and the 

processes of learning they engage in, using the case studies of Belarus, Moldova, Russia and 

Ukraine. I investigate six propositions, arguing that firstly, authoritarian learning differs from 

democratic learning because authoritarian regimes are concerned principally with survival 

and so learn best practices to ensure that they possess a full palette of survival practices. 

Secondly, there is a flattened learning hierarchy or network between authoritarian regimes. 

Thirdly, internal networks are important for learning among authoritarian regimes. Fourthly, 

success and failure are equally important for authoritarian learning. Fifthly, internal 

examples are as relevant to authoritarian learning as external examples. Sixthly, 

authoritarian regimes use a full palette of survival practices than just relying on repression. 

Therefore, authoritarian regimes are more likely to be concerned than democratic 

regimes about survivial, and so they develop a full palette of survival practices. The thesis 

argues that learning hierarchies are flattened. Success and failure are as important to 

authoritarian learning as each other, with authoritarian regimes drawing on both successful 

and failed examples. Similarly, internal sources of learning are as relevant to understanding 

authoritarian learning as external examples. Lastly, authoritarian regimes have a full palette 

of survival strategies than just relying on repression. 

Analysis of the four cases studies helps better understand how authoritarian 

regimes learn to retain control. Often learning comes from internal sources and this is 

particularly the case in Moldova and Ukraine. By analysing authoritarian learning in detail I  

expand existing literature and increase understanding of how authoritarian regimes survive. 
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Impact Statement 

There are a number of relevant areas of impact in this thesis. Within academia, 

there are a number of areas where this thesis improves understanding. Firstly, by providing 

a framework of authoritarian learning, incorporating learning theories into the outline of 

authoritarian learning depicted here the thesis improves existing literature which has so far 

failed to ground authoritarian learning in existing learning theories. Secondly, the thesis 

provides a similar outline for democratic learning with existing literature on democratic 

learning failing to base it in the theoretical literature. Thirdly, by ascertaining that the aims 

of authoritarian and democratic learning are distinct from one another the thesis increases 

understanding on authoritarian learning. Fourthly, existing literature on the subject has to a 

great extent concentrated on state-to-state relations and learning from failure. But, as the 

thesis shows authoritarian regimes learn from domestic examples as much as from external 

sources. Fifthly, networks of authoritarian learning are less hierarchical then previously 

envisioned, with different and practices shared by a multitude of states, rathe than  one key 

actor.  

The benefits of the thesis to areas outside of academia are primarily for 

policymakers at the national and regional level to counter the survival of authoritarian 

regimes. By increasing understanding of how authoritarian regimes learn governments can 

improve public policy design to aid in countering the growth of authoritarian regimes and 

providing better democratisation practices. With increasing pushback by authoritarian 

regimes to existing efforts at democratisation, understanding how authoritarian regimes 

learn and survive helps the creation of new practices to counter this pushback and survival. 

With rollback in full swing, some authoritarian regimes are becoming role models for others, 
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leading to the possibility that established international norms and structures will be 

threatened.  

Authoritarian regimes are learning from one another and from domestic examples 

to hold onto power, and it is possible that in the future such cooperation will occur. By 

understanding how authoritarian regimes learn and what they learn from provides a clear 

analysis for the division for countering this rise. The rise of authoritarian regimes and 

understanding the means of this rise and their survival is likely to have an impact at the 

national and international levels for decades to come.  

The impact of this thesis is likely to reach the academic community. I have used 

ideas from the thesis and developed them for publication in scholarly journals and the wider 

thesis is likely to have a greater impact in the academic world. It is also likely to serve as the 

basis for work with the mainstream media and engaging with policymakers and could help 

influence government ministers in the near future.  
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Preface 

On a cold day in 2015, protesters congregated near Hermitage Park in Moscow’s 

Tverskoiy District. They were not opposition demonstrators, but from pro-Kremlin groups, 

like the All-Russian International Youth Union, Cossack groups and pro-Kremlin opposition 

political parties like the illiberal Liberal Democrats. In a show of strength, they marched 

through central Moscow.  

These groups united under the Anti-Maidan banner. Established by the Kremlin, 

Anti-Maidan incorporates many pro-Kremlin organisations and its very name provides its 

raison d’être, to counter a potential Euromaidan on Moscow’s streets. Anti-Maidan 

highlights a clear example of Kremlin learning.  

The Anti-Maidan case emphasises the thesis’s aim. I am concerned here with how 

authoritarian regimes learn to consolidate and maintain power. I investigate whether and 

how authoritarian regimes learn, by analysing Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine as all 

four retain authoritarian characteristics. I question current literature which misses a key 

aspect of political learning, the authoritarian piece. With less than 10% of the world’s 

population living in full democracies and over a third residing in fully authoritarian regimes, 

understanding how these regimes operate and practices used to retain power offers ways to 

frustrate the growth of pseudo-democracies and counteract democratic backsliders.  

For authoritarian regimes, learning and adaptation are important to survive. I am 

less interested here with the mimicry across the post-Soviet space that has occurred 

regarding legislation and political structures – although that is interesting – but rather how 

authoritarian regimes learn to aid their survival. Direct interaction is not required to induce 



 

19 
 

learning as diffusion, emulation and adaptation are important for understanding 

authoritarian learning. Regimes do not just learn from each other, but learn from domestic 

examples. The failure of authoritarian regimes can be traced as it often results in revolution 

and violence, which is easy to see. However, to truly understand authoritarian learning, 

learning from success is important too.  

Retrieving information from authoritarian regimes is difficult. The authoritarian 

black box remains shut and information hidden behind access codes. Researchers have 

difficulty understanding the inner workings of authoritarian regimes and their learning 

capabilities. This makes their study complicated but inestimably rewarding when 

information is found. 

I have been fascinated by the idea of authoritarian learning since I was told that the 

Colour Revolutions and democratic diffusion were outdated and authoritarian diffusion was 

increasingly relevant. Since then my academic career has assessed authoritarian learning, 

especially in the post-Soviet region. Following the paper trail of learning has been hard and 

highlighting authoritarian learning has proven convoluted.  

When I began this research I naïvely imagined an authoritarian school where 

Vladimir Putin, Nursultan Nazarbaev and Alyaksandr Lukashenka were either star pupils or 

teachers. It turned out the school analogy was incorrect. Rather the parallel of mad 

scientists in laboratories conducting experiments and occasionally sharing notes is more 

appropriate. In authoritarian learning there is interaction, but diffusion, adaptation and 

emulation are as important if not more so. Experimentation is also a valuable tool. 
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My naivety surfaced again during my first field trip. I assumed the country where 

interviewees would require anonymity would be Belarus as it is often considered the last 

European dictatorship, which would make people wary of speaking to a Western researcher. 

However, it was in Moldova where interviewees were cautious. As one friend explained “he 

has ears everywhere,” a reference to oligarch Vladimir Plahotniuc, who until 2019 

controlled Moldova from behind the scenes. This explanation from my friend explained why 

I had more requests for anonymity among Moldovan interviewees than anywhere else.  

Authoritarian learning is a fact. As the examples of Belarus, Moldova, Russia and 

Ukraine emphasise, it is different to its democratic counterpart. For instance, authoritarian 

regimes revert to repression more easily; rely on networks to a far greater extent with only 

limited central control; learn from success and failure; and internal and external examples. 

While failure compels other authoritarian regimes to learn – as they are concerned with 

their survival and authoritarian breakdown forces others to quickly adapt – success is 

relevant as other regimes want to emulate a winning model.  

Authoritarian learning is concealed. It is easier to trace learning in democratic 

regimes. They are more open, with elites, advisers and policymakers meeting to discuss 

pressing issues. Authoritarian learning, by contrast, is hidden, although it is possible to see 

the results of learning after the fact.  

Authoritarian learning focuses on hard power. Again these regimes are adept at 

concealing it, while also being proficient in the many methods of deploying repression. 

Democracies normally use persuasion rather than coercion. Authoritarian regimes – 

concerned with challenges to their rule – resort to harder methods to keep power. This does 

not mean outright repression, the authoritarian coercive palette is more subtle. This points 
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to learning as these regimes adapt to an environment where repression leads to 

condemnation from the international community. While democrats want to remain in 

power, a democratic system allows them to get elected repeatedly and enjoy power again. 

In an authoritarian system once power is lost it is often terminal, making retaining power 

imperative.  

There are a number of reasons why this thesis is relevant and timely. The literature 

on authoritarianism lags behind that of democratisation. By tracing four post-Soviet cases I 

investigate learning processes and convergence. I define convergence as the merging of 

distinct attributes. The post-Soviet region has many authoritarian regimes, providing  

researchers with an opportunity to enhance their understanding of authoritarian learning 

and corroborating the assumption that learning is important for authoritarian survival.  

As the number of authoritarian regimes increases, understanding how they learn to 

keep control is important. If authoritarian regimes share ideas, it helps them consolidate 

power quickly making democratisation harder as authoritarian regimes become impervious 

to these efforts. The growing authoritarian challenge could affect processes like 

globalisation or democratisation as the only-game-in-town, threatening, reinterpreting, or 

even reversing these trends. The authoritarian challenge may shape the world and lead to a 

less harmonious global order.   

By investigating learning and consolidation practices I expand existing authoritarian 

learning literature. Currently, the literature on authoritarian learning is vague with a limited 

basis in learning theory. By establishing a theory of authoritarian learning – even if similar to 
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democratic learning – the authoritarian learning literature will be significantly improved1. 

Existing literature sees learning as occurring because states B, C and D copy state A. Through 

an in-depth analysis I significantly contribute to existing literature and place authoritarian 

learning in the wider learning literature.  

The four case studies of Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine provide excellent 

examples for understanding authoritarian learning and understanding that authoritarian 

learning is a wider concept than the existing literature provides for. The investigation of 

authoritarian learning in the four case studies runs from 2000 to February 2019. 2000 was 

chosen as it is the start of Putin’s first presidency and was also a period when Ukrainian 

President, Leonid Kuchma began to become more authoritarian. In 2001, the Communist 

Party of Moldova (PCRM), under President Voronin came to power and Voronin as president 

began to consolidate power. Lukashenka in Belarus also fully consolidated power by the 

early 2000s. Therefore, 2000 seemed the most appropriate year to begin analysis. Early 

2019 was chosen as the cut-off date as this is when the thesis was finished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Conversation between the author, Professor Thomas Ambrosio and Professor Andrew Wilson at a workshop 

at Aarhus University on Authoritarian stability and breakdown in Russia and its neighbour countries, 
02/12/2016, Aarhus. Author has spoken with Professor Ambrosio on this topic on Skype numerous times. 
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Chapter One: Introduction – A Contextual Overview 

So far…democracies have not taken seriously the authoritarian challenge2. 

Between 2003 and 2005 three so-called revolutions occurred in the post-Soviet 

region, in Georgia (2003), Ukraine (2004) and Kyrgyzstan (2005). These alarmed other post-

Soviet authoritarian regimes. The first successful effort at countering a Colour Revolution 

was Uzbekistan in May 2005. President Islom Karimov3, ordered the security services to 

shoot protesters, during the Andijon demonstrations, making him “a hero” to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin as the first leader to halt a Colour Revolution (Zygar, 2016: 107). 

Uzbekistan was fortunate that Western governments did not receive information about the 

massacre until after the demonstrations were crushed (Levitsky and Way, 2010: 45). This 

lack of linkage between Western states and Uzbekistan limited Western leverage to 

sanction the regime. For other post-Soviet authoritarian regimes with closer ties to the 

West, such violence was impossible to replicate. 

An example of less violence occurred in Belarus, as the fall of Slobodan Milošević in 

Serbia in the 2000 Bulldozer Revolution forced the Belarusian authorities to instigate tactics 

to counter such possible events in Minsk (Hall, S, 2017b). In the 2000s, Belarus was a 

testing-ground for devising authoritarian practices (Wilson, 2011a: 209). 

In 2006, after the presidential elections about 10,000 protesters erected tents in 

central Minsk (Korosteleva, E, 2012: 39). President Lukashenka expecting protests had 

moved security units to Minsk learning from the 2001 presidential elections and how other 

                                                           
2
 Diamond et al. 2016: 17.  

3
 I use the Uzbek spelling, Islom, rather than the Russian spelling, Islam. 
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regimes had failed to increase security near the capital (Korosteleva, E, 2012: 45). The 

Belarusian State Security Services (KDB)4 compiled a dossier on previous Colour Revolutions 

and the 2001 Belarusian protests, allowing the regime to devise anti-protest tactics 

(Korosteleva, E, 2012: 45). The document’s focus was on the 2004 Orange Revolution with 

information compiled by Belarusian embassy staff in Kyiv5.  

This learning and adaptation occurred also in 2010. In 2006, the Belarusian 

authorities allowed protesters to set-up tents, reminiscent of the 2004 Orange Revolution in 

Kyiv, making it difficult for the security services to remove demonstrators, resulting in the 

use of force6. However, during the 2010 protests, the security forces quickly arrested 

protesters (Padhol and Marples, 2011: 15). The speed and force of the crackdown was a 

direct lesson from the 2006 failure of allowing protests to build7. 

The Belarusian example emphasises how authoritarian regimes adapt and learn 

from previous events, with the Belarusian regime learning from the fall of Milošević in 2001 

and then adapting to changing circumstances in 2006 and 2010. The Belarusian example 

shows that learning encompasses success and failure. Learning is not just a Belarusian 

phenomenon, Gel’man (2015c: 6) argued that the Kremlin8 during the 2011-2012 protests 

copied Belarusian practices from the 2010 demonstrations. I (2017b) contended that the 

                                                           
4
 To differentiate the Belarusian security services from its Soviet namesake I use the Belarusian transliteration 

of Kamitet Dzyarzhaunay Byaspieki (KDB).  

5
 Three interlocutors Valery Kavaleuski, Aliaksandr Filipau and Balázs Jarábik argued that staff from most 

embassies in Kyiv would be at the Maidan ascertaining what was occurring and that it is certain Belarusian 
embassy staff were there.  

6
 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 21/11/2016.  

7
 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 21/11/2016; Interview with David R Marples 

– Professor at the University of Alberta, 12/09/2017, Skype.  

8
 I use the term the Kremlin to refer to the Russian regime.  



 

28 
 

Kremlin learnt from Belarus’s preventive counter-revolution. There is evidence that 

authoritarian regimes learn. Here I draw out questions like how they learn, why they learn 

and what they learn, and what constitutes authoritarian learning?  

How authoritarian regimes learn from external and internal experience has only 

received limited investigation. In the 1990s, much research assumed that democratisation 

would become the political system of most – if not all – states. But the Afghan and Iraq wars 

– coupled with the resurgence of international terrorism – led to decreasing democracy 

promotion globally allowing “democracy-inhibiting powers” to increase (Tolstrup, 2014: 2).  

Authoritarian regimes have found ways to protect themselves (Schedler, 2002a; 

Carothers, 2006; Gershman and Allen, 2006; Krastev, 2006), in some cases acting with 

confidence and challenging the West (Diamond, 2008; Gat, 2008). Therefore, it is not only 

relevant to study these regimes but to understand their survival. Much authoritarian 

endurance is due to dialogue, emulation, copying and learning. If democracy is no longer 

resurgent and authoritarian regimes are collaborating to counter democratic norms (Cooley, 

2013; 2015; Diamond et al. 2016: 4; Koehler et al. 2016) then studying authoritarian 

persistence and learning is crucial to account for this endurance.  

Of course, some authoritarian states retain paternalistic cultures, which is 

particularly the case in the post-Soviet region. For example, the population waits for the 

state to act, wanting strong and competent government. This might be nostalgia, but post-

Soviet societies are more accepting of certain practices and the public acquiesces in living in 

authoritarian regimes because these provide strong and stable government9. To better 

                                                           
9
 Interview with Tadeusz Iwański – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia 

(OSW), 18/05/2017, Warsaw; Interview with Kamil Całus – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów 
Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia (OSW), 18/05/2017, Warsaw. 
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analyse authoritarian learning I use four case studies from the post-Soviet region: Belarus, 

Moldova, Russia and Ukraine. I assess why each is chosen later, but paternalism and stability 

remain strong in all four states. Public opinion surveys in the four case studies show that the 

public wants a strong leader and stability. The Belarusian Nezavisimyi Institut Sotsial’no-

Ekonomicheskikh i Politicheskikh Issledovaniy10 (2016) showed that 65.5% of Belarusians 

agreed that Belarus was “a nook of stability,” due to the policies of Lukashenka. The 

Moldovan Institutul de Politici Publice (2018) highlighted that 71% of Moldovans wanted 

stability and a strong leader11. The Russian Levada Tsentr 12 (2016) found that 35% of 

Russians wanted a strong hand at all times and a further 37% felt it necessary at certain 

times to have all power in one set of hands. Therefore, 72% want a strong leader. The 

Ukrainian Tsentr Razumkova13 (2018) found that 55% of Ukrainians wanted stability, 

although this can be attributed to the ongoing conflict. A 2018 poll, by the Rating-Group, 

found that 70% wanted stability and were willing “to sacrifice their rights and freedoms” 

(Semeniuk, 2018). In Belarus, Moldova and Russia a majority want stability and a strong 

leader. By contrast, Ukrainians want stability, but not necessarily a strong leader. This is 

justification for the incumbent regimes to keep power as stability trumps change. 

This paternal notion is summed up by a 2017 Levada poll, where 18% of Russians 

stipulated that at the 2018 presidential election they would vote for Kremlin candidate, 

Andrei Semyenov. A further 15% stated they would consider voting for him and 3% claimed 

they had heard of him (Levada Tsentr, 2017). The Levada Centre created Semyenov to 

                                                           
10

 The Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies in English.  

11
 The Institute of Public Policy in English.  

12
 The Levada Centre in English. 

13
 The Razumkov Centre in English. 
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ascertain whether people were taking an interest in the election. It could be that 

respondents gave an answer they thought the pollsters wanted, or are attuned to knowing 

what the correct response should be. But, the example highlights the popular demand for a 

paternal figure.  

While society in the four cases still mostly accepts stability and a strong leader – an 

argument made by the regimes to claim they are democratic and merely following public 

wishes – I want to explain how regimes learn, and investigate authoritarian practices 

existing in each regime. Therefore, I analyse the regime, not the public.  

This chapter is a contextual overview providing perspective to what follows in the 

next chapters. I define authoritarianism, before investigating why the cases were selected. 

Then I analyse Freedom House data and evidence that the four cases studies at least have 

periods of attempted authoritarian consolidation. This contextual analysis clearly shows that 

Belarus and Russia are electoral authoritarian regimes and Moldova and Ukraine are 

competitive authoritarian regimes. The Belarusian and Russian regimes – even as 

established authoritarian regimes – engage in learning to aid survival and the Moldovan and 

Ukrainian regimes have periods where regimes attempt to consolidate power, likely looking 

to more established regimes and domestic examples to devise best practices to keep power. 

An explanation of what constitutes authoritarian learning follows, and then a plan for the 

other chapters. 

1.1. Defining Authoritarianism 

To understand authoritarian learning it is vital to define authoritarianism, and how 

it includes electoral and competitive authoritarian regimes. Linz (1964: 297) defined 

authoritarianism as:  
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“political systems with limited, not responsible, political pluralism, without 

elaborate and guiding ideology, but with distinctive mentalities, without extensive 

nor intensive political mobilization, except at some points in their development, 

and in which a leader or occasionally a small group exercises power within formally 

ill-defined limits but actually quite predictable ones”.  

Casper (1995: 40-50) expanded Linz’s definition, arguing that authoritarian regimes have 

limited political pluralism; constrain institutions; emphasise that only the regime can 

maintain stability and protect society from the ‘other’; real or potential opposition is quickly 

hindered, and regime powers are ill-defined so its authority can be reinterpreted whenever 

necessary. Glasius et al (2018: 7) perceive authoritarian regimes as not only not having free 

and fair elections, but violating “freedom of expression, access to information and freedom 

of association.” All three definitions clearly show how authoritarian regimes function with 

the need to maintain authority at all costs, while lacking political pluralism controlling 

institutions and denying rule of law and protection of human rights.  

As the Freedom House data shows the four case studies are different from one 

another, with Belarus and Russia being established authoritarian regimes, whereas Moldova 

and Ukraine are competitive authoritarian regimes. Unlike established, or electoral, 

authoritarian regimes where elections are mere window-dressing (Schedler, 2002a), 

competitive authoritarian regimes hold elections where the opposition has a strong chance 

of winning, but the incumbent regime does its utmost to control elections (Levitsky and 

Way, 2010: 5). All three definitions of authoritarianism emphasise that authoritarian 

regimes try to control elections and state structures while denying freedom of expression, 

freedom of the press and freedom to gather. Of course, equating all four case studies as 
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similarly authoritarian is inaccurate. The Belarusian and Russian authorities have exerted 

greater control over elections and state institutions while restricting alternatives.  

By contrast, Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes compete for power and unlike, for 

instance, Russian presidents who have all been anointed; Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes 

do lose power. The 2019 electoral defeat of Petro Poroshenko to Volodymyr Zelens’kyy in 

Ukraine and the sudden political demise of the Moldovan puppeteer, Vladimir Plahotniuc, 

are testament to the potential for Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes to lose power. The July 

2019 parliamentary election removed many of the so-called old guard from parliament, 

providing Zelens’kyy and his political party, Servant of the People, with the opportunity to 

instigate reform (Sukhov, 2019a). However, these states retain authoritarian characteristics.  

For instance, Zelens’kyy retains a close association with oligarch Ihor Kolomois’kyy, 

and it remains to be seen whether Zelens’kyy is independent of Kolomois’kyy (Iwański, 

2019). Other instances of the possibility that Zelens’kyy – like other earlier Ukrainian 

presidents – is consolidating power can be seen with the appointment of Andriy Bohdan as 

Head of the Office of the President in 2019 after a brief stint as Head of the Presidential 

Administration. Bohdan worked closely with former President Yanukovych and after 

Yanukovych fled he worked for Kolomois’kky (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2019b; 2019a). Similarly, 

two proposed candidates for Zelens’kyy’s new political party Servant of the People, Andriy 

Kholodov and Volodymyr Kozak, have close ties to pro-Russian groups, and other candidates 

are close to Kolomois’kky and Interior Minister Arsen Avakov (Grytsenko, 2019). Zelens’kyy 

and his political party Servant of the People have near complete power controlling the 

presidency and parliament, providing the potential for consolidation and Kolomois’kyy’s 

influence appears to be growing with Valeria Gontareva who began the privatisation of 
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Kolomois’kyy’s PrivatBank under Poroshenko was inhured ina  hit-and-run in London and 

Oleksander Danilyuk was sacked due to criticism of Kolomois’kyy (Sorokin, 2019b). There is 

also a possible agreement between former Yanukovych aide, Andrei Portnov and Zelens’kyy 

for Portnov to instigate charges against Poroshenko and Pooroshenko allies like Vitaliy 

Klichko, allowing Zelens’kyy to distance himself from these allegations (Goncharenko, 2019). 

While, many of the so-called old guard were removed from parliament at the 2019 

parliamentary elections, there are politicians with ties to the past across the political 

spectrum, and the Opposition Bloc – For Life coalition, a pro-Russian party, is now the main 

opposition (Sukhov, 2019a). 

While Plahotniuc has fled Moldova, his allies remain deeply embedded in state 

structures, and part of the new governing coalition – the Party of Socialists of the Republic 

of Moldova (PSRM) – retains close ties to Plahotniuc (Gherasimov, 2019; Shupak, 2019). 

Therefore, all four case studies fit the definition of authoritarianism, but there are 

significant differences between them in how authoritarian they are.  

1.2. Case Choice 

Although analysed in-depth in chapter three, I explain why the four cases were 

chosen. Belarus and Russia are electoral authoritarian regimes. By contrast, Moldova and 

Ukraine are competitive authoritarian regimes. The four cases represent a broad selection 

on the authoritarian-democracy spectrum.  

The Belarusian and Russian regimes are established authoritarian regimes, but they 

constantly adapt and learn best practices to keep power. While Moldovan and Ukrainian 

regimes are by no means established authoritarian regimes they have periods of attempted 

authoritarian consolidation. Authoritarian learning is principally about survival, and regimes 
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from all four case studies are concerned with maintaining their power. Authoritarain 

learning is about attempting to preserve the regime in power and consolidate that power. 

However on the whole, authoritarian regimes still have to make it appear that there is 

competition as viable elections provide some domestic and international legitimacy. Too 

much control leads to the opposition boycotting elections, which reduces regime capacity to 

claim the right to rule. This is the case in Belarus, where the regime has stopped the 

opposition from competing to such an extent that opposition parties decided to boycott, for 

instance, the 2012 parliamentary elections (Petrovskaya, 2012). While, Belarusian 

opposition political parties failed to untie over a boycott in 2012 (Petrovskaya, 2012) and 

again later in 2016 (Korovenkova, 2016), the lack of competition in elections has led to the 

Belarusian regime to be labelled as a dictatorship14, and the need to change this image 

resulted in nominally competitive elections in 2015 and 2016 where the regime provided 

nominal competition to placate Western observers to highlight that Lukashenka was willing 

to allow competition15. While, regimes are principally concerned with their surivial, and 

those that are competitive authoritarian regimes – like Moldova and Ukraine – are looking 

to survive, authoritarian regimes still need to provide a modicum of competition. This can 

be done by having a systemic opposition, or allowing the non-systemic opposition to 

compete in a limited capacity. The balance of survival and legitimacy is a crucial equilibrium 

in authoritarian regimes, and learning is an important procedure for authoeitarian regimes 

to find the appropriate balance. 
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 Nazarenka, Artsiom – Lecturer at the Belarusian State University (BSU), 07/12/2016, Minsk.  

15
 Interview with Yauheni Preiherman – Head of the Minsk Tack II Initiative and Head of the Liberal Club in 

Minsk, 18/08/2016, Coventry. 
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In Moldova, the political elites change ideological allegiance when there is a change 

of power. For example, Plahotniuc was a close associate of Party of Communists of the 

Republic of Moldova (PCRM) president Vladimir Voronin, before switching allegiance to the 

Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM) as the PCRM regime collapsed in 200916. Current 

Moldovan president, Igor Dodon, portrays himself now as Putin’s greatest supporter, but as 

Minister of Economy and Trade under the PCRM in 2009 “he advocated that Moldova sign 

an association agreement with the European Union,” although by 2019 he promised to 

scrap the association agreement with the European Union (EU) should the PSRM win a 

majority in the 2019 parliamentary elections (Orenstein, 2019: 105). Moldovan political 

elites remain in power during different regimes, merely oscillating in how much power they 

hold17. This leads to elite competition for more power, making Moldovan regimes weak, 

contributing to their collapse. Therefore, it is difficult for any group to consolidate power. 

Unlike Moldova, Ukraine visibly changes governments through revolution, seen 

with the 2004 Orange Revolution and the 2013-2014 Euromaidan. The 2009 protests in 

Moldova only indirectly led to a change of government, but Ukrainian protests do lead to 

change. However, like Moldova, Ukrainian political elites jockey for position, but largely 

remain in power under different regimes. For instance, by 2016 there was a counter-

revolution underway as the oligarchs re-established their power after the Euromaidan (de 

Borja Lasheras, 2016). Yet, it remains difficult for any Ukrainian government to consolidate 

power. Even though former President Poroshenko tried to restrict alternatives to his 2019 

re-election, once it became likely Zelen’skyy would win, Poroshenko’s support dried up and 
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 Interview with a specialist on Moldova who requested anonymity, 20/04/2017. 

17
 Interview with Kamil Całus – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia (OSW), 

18/05/2017, Warsaw. 
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his administration could not achieve his re-election. As mentioned, it is uncertain whether 

Zelens’kyy is independent, or a front for oligarchic interests (Iwański, 2019), emphasising 

the potential for the whole process to continue.  

The four cases provide a broad picture of how learning helps maintain power in 

Belarus and Russia, and accounts for attempts at consolidation in Moldova and Ukraine. 

Using the Democracy Scores from Freedom House I show that there are periods of 

attempted consolidation, which in part can be attributed to learning. All four cases help 

explain authoritarian learning, as they learn from internal and external sources; and from 

successes and failure, which can be traced to show where learning occurs. 

1.3. Case Selection as Authoritarian Regimes? 

Having analysed why the four case studies were selected I investigate Freedom 

House data, showing that all four regimes can be classified as adjectival authoritarian 

regimes. The Freedom House data shows that the Belarusian and Russian regimes became 

more authoritarian over time, with the Kremlin reaching the same level of authoritarianism 

as the Belarusian regime in 2018. Similarly, the data shows that there are periods of 

attempted consolidation in Moldova and Ukraine. However, before analysing the data, I 

address possible ramifications of using the data.  

For some, Freedom House arbitrarily places states in categories unrepresentative of 

reality (Armstrong, 2011: 661-662). The variables do not fit understandings of democracy 

(Bollen and Paxton, 2000: 79) as the family size variable has equal weight as the free 

elections category, likely affecting measurement (Denk, 2013: 3462-3463). The data tries to 

quantify qualitative sources (Coppedge and Gerring, 2011: 249). States with different 

political and cultural systems often score the same. The coding system for compiling final 
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scores is vague, and the core variables of political rights and civil liberties are imprecise and 

open to misinterpretation (Coppedge and Gerring, 2011: 250-251). Sometimes questions 

require two answers making it difficult for evaluators to respond to each equally (Schneider, 

2014). There are issues with reliability, and replication is difficult with data accepted on 

trust (Giannone, 2010: 69; Munck and Verkuilen, 2002: 21).  

But Freedom House’s criteria are “the most conceptually similar to the definition of 

democracy” (Bollen and Paxton, 2000: 61). Although Freedom House cannot differentiate 

nuances, it gives comprehensive “spatial and temporal coverage” (Pernstein et al. 2010: 

428). The data is broad allowing for state specificity (Schneider, 2014).  

There are alleged ideological concerns with Freedom House. It gets 80% of its 

budget from the American government, State Department, USAID and the National 

Endowment for Democracy. Some researchers see it as “an instrument of the U.S. 

government” (Bigwood, 2012: 63). For others, it is the West in general that uses it to 

advance democracy, capitalism and liberalism in other states (Giannone, 2010: 70). For 

some, using Freedom House data is tantamount to accepting neo-liberal values (Giannone, 

2010: 90-91). Most ideological criticism of Freedom House comes from researchers with a 

left-wing bent. Other researchers argue the data is tainted as categories are devised by 

people with a Western background (Giannone, 2014: 512-513; Tsygankov and Parker, 2015: 

84). But any criticism is tainted as authoritarians use the same justifications to cover their 

democratic failings (Schneider, 2014).  

But is there ideological bias? Bollen (1993) and Bollen and Paxton (2000) argue 

there is a bias towards American allies. But Steiner (2012, 2016) analysed Freedom in the 

World since it began in 1973, showing that American allies, like Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, 
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do badly compared with non-American aligned countries. Any pro-American ally bias has 

diminished as the methodology has become more rigorous.  

While there are potentially methodological and ideological weaknesses, Freedom 

House datasets best represent scoring for democracy. The dataset used is the Nations in 

Transit, beginning in 2003. It is scored from 1 to 7. A consolidated democracy scores 

between 1 and 2.9; a semi-consolidated democracy scores 3 to 3.9; a hybrid and transitional 

regime scores 4 to 4.9; a semi-consolidated authoritarian regime scores 5 to 5.9; and a fully 

consolidated authoritarian regime scores between 6 and 7 (Freedom House, 2016). Nations 

in Transit consists of seven variables: electoral process, civil society, independent media, 

governance, constitutional, legislative and judicial framework and corruption (Freedom 

House, 2003). The score of each is added together and divided by seven to give the 

democracy score (Freedom House, 2018). By accounting for seven variables the democracy 

score clearly shows how democratic, or not, a state is.  
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Graph One: The Democracy Score of Belarus – 2003-2018 

 

Source: Freedom House
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As graph one shows Belarus has been a fully consolidated authoritarian regime 

since 2003. While the regime is clearly authoritarian there are periods in the data when the 

score falls, if only slightly. There was liberalisation in the build-up to the 2010 presidential 

election due to a breakdown in relations with the Kremlin, forcing Minsk to seek an opening 

with the EU. But after a secret meeting with then-Russian President Dmitriy Medvedev18, 

the Belarusian regime got the green light for repression, and this is why the score shot-up. 

With the Ukrainian conflict and fears that Belarus may be next, the Belarusian authorities 

have liberalised again. But Belarus remains a fully consolidated authoritarian regime, which 

is unlikely to change.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
18

 In 2010, Medvedev and Lukashenka met in Moscow, which rectified a growing discord. The Kremlin gave the 
Belarusian regime support to stop dialogue with the EU and crackdown on protesters during the 2010 
presidential elections (Padhol and Marples, 2011: 7).  
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Graph Two: The Democracy Score of Moldova – 2003-2018 

 

Source: Freedom House
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Moldova has fluctuated between what Freedom House classifies as a hybrid-regime 

and a semi-consolidated authoritarian regime. For most of the period, Moldova has been a 

hybrid-regime, although with a high score. There have been periods of increased 

authoritarianism, principally between 2003 and 2009 when the PCRM was in power, and the 

score currently is slowly increasing. The data shows that the arrest of oligarch Vlad Filat in 

2014, allowed Plahotniuc greater control. 2019 data has not been published, but the 

electoral defeat of Plahotniuc is unlikely to affect the data much as many Plahotniuc allies 

remain in state structures (Shupak, 2019). The coalition between the PSRM and ACUM is 

unlikely to hold, and the PSRM retains ties to Plahotniuc (Gherasimov, 2019). Moldova has 

periods of weak authoritarianism before becoming a hybrid-regime.  
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Graph Three: The Democracy Score of Russia – 2003-2018 

 

Source: Freedom House 
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Graph three shows that Russia has become increasingly authoritarian, becoming a 

consolidated authoritarian regime by 2009. While Belarus has traditionally had higher scores 

than Russia, currently, both score equally. The differences are that the trajectory of 

Belarus’s scores is currently downwards, whereas for Russia the curve is upwards.  
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Graph Four: The Democracy Score of Ukraine – 2003-2018 

 

Source: Freedom House 
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Ukraine appeasr as the most democratic of the four case studies; however, it was 

probably over-marked between 2004 and 2006 with the Orange Revolution casting a 

democratic glow on the then government. Even with this over-marking Ukraine has never 

been better than a hybrid-regime. On the other hand, it has never been more authoritarian 

than this classification. Like Moldova, there are pointers to the idea that when Ukraine 

becomes more authoritarian there is a break, and the system reverts back to a hybrid-

regime. This is particularly apparent in the data where two spikes in 2004 and 2010 stand 

out. Before both years there was an increase towards authoritarianism which peaked and 

then rapidly tailed off as the state oscillated back to a hybrid-regime. Electoral defeat for 

Poroshenko in the 2019 presidential elections highlights that even though Ukrainian regimes 

do try to hold onto power it remains difficult for Bankova19 to retain power if the chances of 

the incumbent losing are likely. The Ukrainian regime relies on other actors, like the 

oligarchs, to retain control.  

Data from Freedom House points to the idea of authoritarian learning. Belarus and 

Russia are established authoritarian regimes. Moldova fluctuates between semi-

consolidated authoritarianism and a hybrid-regime. Ukrainian score peak before falling 

rapidly and then building up again. Each case points to the likelihood that authoritarian 

practices occur and that learning is real.  

However, to affirm that the cases at least retain authoritarian practices, I provide a 

contextual overview. Gerschewski (2013) provided a framework of three pillars of 

authoritarian stability: legitimation, co-option and repression. Legitimation gets the regime 

popular support and co-option increases the number of allies. For example, authoritarian 
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 I use this term to refer to the Ukrainian regime. Bankova is the street in Kyiv where the presidential 
administration and other government structures are based. 
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regimes borrow democratic institutions like legislatures to increase popular support 

(Gandhi, 2008; Gandhi and Lust-Okar, 2009; Gandhi and Przeworski, 2006; 2007). 

Repression is the other pillar and it remains important in the authoritarian arsenal. But 

regimes do not always resort to outright coercion, rather threatening such action to keep 

others in line (Davenport, 2007). However, how do the four cases fit into Gerschewski’s 

(2013) conceptualisation of authoritarian stability?  

1.4. Placing Four Cases in Context 

1.4.1. Co-option 

Co-option is integral to the “arsenal” of authoritarian regimes (Tanneberg et al. 

2013: 118) and it involves giving supporters rent access, which I define as a regime giving 

supporters state institutions or state-owned businesses to extract money for personal 

gain20. Rent-access and corruption are integral to authoritarian stability and are extensive in 

the four case studies. To maintain regime power the authorities co-opt what is called a 

winning-coalition (Bueno de Mesquita et al. 2003, Bueno de Mesquita and Smith, 2011) of 

those who support the regime. Authoritarian regimes often co-opt opposition groups by 

giving rent access for support to increase survival. Corruption is accepted in authoritarian 

regimes as the glue holding the system together. To maintain loyalty, authoritarian regimes 

allow supporters to enrich themselves through rent access (Chang and Golden, 2010: 2; 

Bueno de Mesquita et al. 2003: 204; Hollyer and Wantchekon, 2011). 

For example, the Kremlin allows allies control of state assets and institutions to 

maintain loyalty (Dawisha, 2014; Gel’man, 2016: 457). If the Kremlin stopped rent access it 
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 An example is the close relationship between Plahotniuc and Dodon. When Dodon was economic minister 
he gave Plahotniuc the import licence for fish and other produce for a small cut in profits. This example was 
given by a specialist on Moldova who requested anonymity, 11/07/2017.  
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would reduce the number of supporters willing to help in a crisis (Melville and Mironyuk, 

2016: 145).  

It is why the Russian economy is increasingly state-owned. While in the early 2000s, 

state-owned and state-controlled companies accounted for 35% of the economy this 

increased to 70% by 201721. Private ownership is murky with control of ‘private’ businesses, 

in the hands of individuals close to the Kremlin with companies like Gazprom, Rosneft, 

Sberbank and Transneft in the hands of close Putin associates (Appelbaum, 2014; Dawisha, 

2014). The regime entices businesses with incentives from special investment contracts 

(Nazarova and Ageeva, 2019) to gain control of businesses and use these to invest in 

national projects and retain control over more of the economy (Kolesnikov, 2019). While 

there were changes in 2016 with old associates removed and replaced by younger cadres 

who are less likely to try to oust Putin22, old allies remain close, like Igor’ Sechin, and in 

control of state assets like Gazprom.  

In Moldova and Ukraine regime allies get rents, although because regimes cannot 

reduce former-regime supporter’s control of resources there is a smaller pie to share. Often 

supporters do not offer full support and non-allies could oust the incumbent regime, 

resulting in a balancing act of keeping both supporters and competitors onside. While non-
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 Interview with Maxim Trudolyubov – Editor-at-large for Vedomosti and Senior Fellow at the Kennan 
Institute, 06/04/2017, Skype.  

22
 Interview with Nikolai Petrov – Professor at the National Research University Higher School of Economics in 

Moscow, 01/11/2016, Moscow; Interview with Michael Rochlitz – Assistant Professor at the National Research 
University Higher School of Economics in Moscow, 08/11/2016, Moscow (since the interview at the Ludwig 
Maximilians Universität München and now Professor of Economics at Universität Bremen). 



 

49 
 

allies may have fewer resources they do not, mostly, have all rents appropriated. Regimes 

balances different group interests to maintain power23.  

The Moldovan theft of the Century24 banking scandal is a good example of 

familiarity between elites. Companies were given loans by three banks (Banca di Economii, 

Banca Sociala and Unibank), which then sent the money to Russia’s Gazprombank and from 

there to shell companies in London. The companies then declared bankruptcy leaving the 

banks with a $1 billion hole (Rapoza, 2016; Popşoi, 2016a). Ilan Şor, who was indicted for 

the theft had links to oligarchs Filat and Plahotniuc, but Plahotniuc used his media stations 

to pressure Filat into resigning as prime minister, contributing to his eventual arrest 

(Rapoza, 2016; Popşoi, 2016a).  

Belarus is an outlier as Lukashenka does not rely on old allies, or have to balance 

non-regime supporters. If someone disappoints him they are removed, although people like 

Viktar Sheiman have remained since Lukashenka came to power in 199425. When 

Lukashenka came to power there was a large contingent from Mahilioŭskaja voblast 

(Mogilev oblast), but most have been removed26. Those who have stayed close to 

Lukashenka, are those who know where the bodies are from the disappearance of 

                                                           
23

 Interview with Kamil Całus – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia (OSW), 
18/05/2017, Warsaw; Interview with Ernest Vardanean – Lecturer at Moldova State University (MSU), 
10/09/2017, Skype; Interview with Tadeusz Iwański – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. 
Marka Karpia (OSW), 18/05/2017, Warsaw; Interview with Volodymyr Yermelenko – Director of Internews 
Ukraine, 26/04/2017, Kyiv. 

24
 This was the loss of a billion dollars from three Moldovan banks.  

25
 Interview with Artyom Shraibman – Journalist at Tut.by, 11/12/2016, Minsk. 

26
 Interview with Dzianis Melyantsou – Senior Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies and Co-

ordinator at the Minsk Track-II Initiative, 04/05/2017, Minsk.  
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opposition activists between 1999 and 200127. Lukashenka keeps loyalty by swapping 

people between jobs, preventing them building power bases. Everyone relies on Lukashenka 

for rent access which maintains loyalty28. 

However, there is more than rent access to co-option. Authoritarian regimes use 

political parties to increase support and help control the political system (Svolik, 2012: 164). 

Russia represents a clear case of co-option. The Kremlin’s controlled party system utilises 

four political parties as a managed opposition (Stanovaya, 2012). They can access power, 

but must accept Kremlin decisions and refrain from criticism (Stanovaya, 2017a). However, 

as the 2018 protests against pension reforms showed systemic opposition parties 

occasionally do not support the Kremlin (Ivanov and Inyutin, 2018), although once the 

Kremlin instigated concessions systemic opposition deputies supported the law 

(Didkovskaya and Mukhametshina, 2018). Mostly the systemic opposition remains 

controlled, and the Kremlin often changes their structures, ideology and even party 

symbols, adapting to current requirements (Shevtsova, 2011).  

To entice the systemic opposition to maintain support, the Kremlin allows these 

parties to win regional elections while keeping control of central elections. However, even in 

state-wide elections there are incentives for the systemic opposition. Although, United 

Russia is guaranteed victory it is beneficial to come second or at least have parliamentary 

seats (Petrov, 2011b) to get rent access. Parties accept subservience for a share of the pie, 

like control of parliamentary committees (Polunin and Petrov, 2011).  
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 Interview with Aleś Łahviniec – Freelance Political Analyst and former advisor to Aliaksandr Milinkevich, 
04/05/2017, Minsk. 

28
 Interview with Artyom Shraibman – Journalist at Tut.by, 11/12/2016, Minsk. 
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The systemic opposition acts as a balance between the public and the regime. 

During the 2011-2012 protests, these parties catered to an angry electorate, while 

maintaining close ties to the Kremlin (Makarkin, 2011). The Kremlin proficiently uses 

political technology, with constant adaptation to alleviate popular apathy towards pro-

regime opposition. The Kremlin offers incentives to real opposition activists to entice them 

to support the authorities (Stanovaya, 2016c), creating political parties to get popular 

support, whether indirectly or directly (Pavlovskiy, 2016b). The Kremlin co-opts protester 

demands to reduce protester numbers (Tumakova, 2017). During the 2011-2012 protests, A 

Just Russia co-opted opposition leader Aleksei Naval’niy’s anti-United Russia maxim of the 

“party of crooks and thieves,” attempting to co-opt the message and bring voters back to 

the Kremlin (Zygar, 2016: 210). Similarly, during the 2017 and 2018 protests, the Communist 

Party of the Russian Federation (KPRF) co-opted demands for a national anti-corruption 

bureau (Garmonenko, 2018: 3).  

One political technology creation, Rodina was a far-right political party taking KPRF 

votes (Parfitt, 2005), which became increasingly independent (Horvath, 2013: 57-63). 

However, it was re-established in 2012 as a nationalist party (Zavtra, 2012: 1) to bring 

nationalist factions onside. This tactic has been used to increase support among the liberal 

strata, with political parties like Right Cause and Civic Platform. However, these ‘liberal’ 

regime parties failed to bring in large numbers (Solyanskaya, 2008; Stanovaya, 2013).  

The Kremlin even creates smaller parties against the systemic opposition to limit 

their ability to seek systemic change (Wilson, 2007: 9-10). Having been a liberal party, Right 

Cause became right-wing to take votes from the KPRF and the Liberal Democrat Party of 

Russia (LDPR) (Surnacheva, 2011; Ul’yanova, 2012). During the 2012-2013 regional elections, 

the Communists of Russia emerged to reduce the KPRF’s vote (Pertsev, 2013), and the All-
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Russia’s People Front (ONF) was created after 2012 as an alternative to the existing systemic 

opposition should the Kremlin need a substitute (Pertsev, 2016; 2017b).   

To alleviate growing public apathy during the 2018 presidential election campaign 

the Kremlin used Kseniya Sobchak, a person famous for being Russia’s Paris Hilton and 

Putin’s goddaughter (Carroll, 2017). With her youth, the Kremlin believed she would appeal 

to people who stopped supporting the authorities after the 2011-2012 protests (Sonin, 

2017). The Kremlin needed a new candidate as A Just Russia, LDPR and KPRF candidates 

were perennial election losers (Stanovaya, 2017b).  

Her appeal to the youth vote and new candidacy made the vote appear competitive 

(Stanovaya, 2017c). While Sobchak criticised Putin and the system (Sobchak, 2017; Osin, 

2017), her candidacy usefully split the non-regime opposition (Ponomareva, 2017; 

Pavlovskiy, 2017), and was less radical, and controlled then chief-opposition leader 

Naval’niy (Alekseeva, T, 2017; Baunov, 2018). While, she appealed to liberals, her influence 

did not exceed a small percentage of Russians (Buyev, 2017). The Kremlin hoped her 

candidacy would increase turnout and give Putin’s re-election legitimacy, in the final term of 

his constitutionally limited two-terms, due to the elections ‘competitive’ nature (Gurova and 

Rogozhnikov, 2017: 60-62; Pertsev, 2017a). 

Sobchak’s candidacy fitted a favoured Kremlin tactic: dramaturgiya (dramatic art). 

Needing a competitive election, the Kremlin banked on a candidate with youth appeal and a 

television personality to increase turnout (Movchan, 2017). It is likely the Kremlin co-opted 

Sobchak by offering a new television show on state television, thereby significantly 

increasing her audience (The Moscow Times, 2017a; 2017e). Co-option allows the Kremlin 

to claim elections are competitive while having a controlled opposition that helpfully loses 

elections and does not criticise (Osetinskaya, 2017; Gel’man, 2015b: 2).  
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Russia with a controlled political system clearly shows co-option. The other cases 

co-opt but are not as refined in the tactic. The Belarusian system is different as Lukashenka 

co-opts people by offering them a regime position. Even if taken away they support him, 

hoping their loyalty is rewarded29. Pro-regime political parties legitimise elections, mobilise 

voters and staff regional electoral commissions30, but their role is limited (Charnysh, 2015). 

Unlike the Kremlin, the Belarusian regime does not have a party-of-power as this would 

mean elections would have to be nominally competitive, which the regime does not want 

(Shraibman, 2016c). The movement Belaya Rus’ has been touted as a potential party-of-

power, with one interviewee31 giving the anecdote of Lukashenka meeting its leaders, 

saying “guys I understand why you need me, but I am not sure why I need you,” summing 

up the role of Belarusian political parties.  

In Moldova, Plahotniuc’s financial clout gets opposition politicians to join the PDM 

(Grigorița, 2016), or, if necessary, stay in their own parties and stop them being viable 

opposition32. For example, in 2015 the PCRM was split and 14 former-PCRM politicians 

formed the political party For Moldova and voted with the PDM (Jurnal.md, 2015a). As in 

Russia, Moldovan governments use clone parties, like the Communist Reformist Party 

(PCRM) at the 2014 parliamentary elections. This was used to take votes from the true 

PCRM. Its 4.92% denied the real PCRM and PSRM a majority (Brett and Knott, 2015: 440; 
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Galben, 2014). Political parties come and go with party allegiance transient as deputies 

change loyalty, especially during changes in power (Kobzar’, 2016). Parties promote 

oligarchic interests, rather than being state controlled, which historically increased 

competition, but the dominance of Plahotniuc, until 2019, resulted in a period of control.  

Ukraine, like Russia, has a long history of political party and candidate creation. In 

the early 2000s, Kuchma created political parties to control parliament (Wilson, 2005b). 

During the 2010 presidential election, the three main contenders Tymoshenko, Yanukovych 

and Yushchenko used other candidates to weaken each other. Yanukovych supported Inna 

Bohaslovska as an alternative to Tymoshenko. Yushchenko utilised Arseniy Yatseniuk to 

attack Tymoshenko. Serhiy Tihipko was used by Tymoshenko to take votes from Yatseniuk 

because of his youth and from Yanukovych as he comes from eastern Ukraine (Hale, 2015: 

334). It is possible Tihipko played both sides against each other. Tihipko allied with 

Yanukovych in preparation for the 2012 parliamentary elections merging Strong Ukraine 

into Party of Regions (Dymchenko, 2011). He had headed Yanukovych’s election campaign in 

2004, only leaving once Yanukovych’s defeat was obvious (Kravets and Larin, 2015).  

Under Yanukovych, Bankova allegedly funded nationalist groups like Pravy Sektor 

(Nayem, 2014). Evidence of this can be deduced from a meeting between Sluzhba Bezpeki 

Ukraini (SBU) personnel and Pravy Sektor leader, Dmytro Yarosh, on February 20, 2014, the 

day of the Euromaidan shootings, pointing to Pravy Sektor being created by Bankova (RIA 

Novosti Ukraina, 2015). Another far-right party, Svoboda, was likely funded by Bankova with 

its anti-Russian and nationalist stance set by Bankova (Jatras, 2011). 

Clone tactics continued with the Poroshenko regime creating new virtual parties in 

the 2015 local elections to undermine the Opposition Bloc, the Radical Party, Samopomich 
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and Batkivshchyna (Butkevych, 2015: 8). Like Moldova, political parties are funded by 

oligarchs and maintain their sponsors’ interests. Obtusely this strengthens parties as 

oligarchs invest to make sure their parties get parliamentary representation, to preserve 

their interests (Kudelia, 2016: 71-72). Oligarchic control is both national and regional, with 

oligarchs constructing power-bases throughout the state (Kazan’sky, 2015). To prosper 

Ukraine needs reform, but it is unlikely the oligarchs will allow reforms, as this would affect 

their wealth and power (Jarábik, 2015). The mixed member electoral system requires that 

politicians have a ‘sponsor’ to support their campaign. Either this is done by political parties 

financially supported by an oligarch, or directly by an oligarch. Therefore, politicians 

promote their ‘sponsor’s’ interests (Dabrowski, 2017). Attempts to reform the system have 

failed, with personal investment in parties exceeding legislative allowances (Makarenko, 

2017). Current parliamentary parties – which have oligarchic funding – can access new 

funding to reduce oligarch influence, meaning taxpayers finance oligarchs (Kosmehl and 

Umland, 2016).  

All four case studies try to co-opt other political parties or opposition leaders. This 

is particularly so for the Kremlin, which has a highly tuned co-option system. The Belarusian 

regime uses rent access to keep supporters and other groups onside, or at least not openly 

in opposition. In Moldova, Plahotniuc had the financial resources to co-opt other politicians. 

Like the Kremlin, the Moldovan authorities have created clone parties, but as governments 

come and go, the system is ineffective. Similarly, various Ukrainian regimes have used party 

cloning. As the system is highly pluralist due to oligarch competition for power, Ukrainian 

regimes like in Moldova have been unable to create Russia’s strong co-opting system. Co-

option is crucial to maintaining authoritarian systems. 
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1.4.2. Legitimation 

Legitimation methods are crucial for an authoritarian regime remaining in power. 

Without popular support, it is difficult for any government to remain in control, so 

authoritarian regimes use legitimation strategies to keep most of the public content. 

In Moldova, Plahotniuc gets popular legitimacy by controlling two popular 

television channels, and having minority stakes in another two (NewsMaker, 2017a). During 

the theft of the century banking scandal Plahotniuc used his media to frame Filat for the 

theft, thereby removing a competitor (Całus and Oleksy, 2016: 76-77)  

Similarly, in Ukraine, Poroshenko used his television station, Channel Five to 

promote his image, although its viewership is small. While Ukrainian media outlets rely on 

the state for subsidies, most are controlled by interests “mostly connected to or indirectly 

involved in politics,” code for oligarch factions, who vie to shape public opinion (Ryabinska, 

2014: 49). To retain their interests, oligarch-controlled media portrays the government of 

the day positively, sacking independent-minded journalists, resulting in self-censorship 

(Ryabinska, 2014: 54), as journalists follow the interests of their owners (Kutovenko, 2014: 

36). In 2016, the top ten media channels provided only limited negative coverage of 

Poroshenko to increase his popularity (Kuznetsova, 2016; Berdinskikh, 2017)33. There was 

criticism of Poroshenko on television channel 1+1, but this was due to the clash between 

Poroshenko and 1+1’s owner Kolomois’kyy (Zhavoronkov, 2018). Although muted, 1+1 

programmes, like TSN, published reports that Poroshenko made millions from his Roshen 

company, which was supposedly in an inaccessible trust (TSN.ua, 2019). These reports 
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contributed to the public’s low opinion of Poroshenko in the run-up to the 2019 presidential 

elections (UNIAN, 2018).  

Television also legitimises regimes in Belarus and Russia. As Pomerantsev (2015: 7) 

contends television is used by the Kremlin to shape “what the country’s history and fears 

and consciousness should be.” Early in Putin’s first presidential term, the Kremlin forced 

oligarch Vladimir Gusinsky to sell his media holding, NTV, to Gazprom-media to cover a 

Yeltsin era debt which Gazprom suddenly called in (Arutunyan, 2009: 33; Hale, 2015: 272). 

ORT was seized from Boris Berezovskiy and transformed into Perviy Kanal (Lipman, Mar, 

2013: 129). Television provides an emotional pull which the Kremlin exploits34. Most 

television channels are owned by state companies, like Gazprom (Boletskaya, 2017), or pro-

regime businessmen (BBC Russia Service, 2014; Novaya Gazeta, 2007: 15). The Kremlin 

directly controls the First Channel and the All-Russian State Television and Radio 

Broadcasting Company manages Channel Two (Arutunyan, 2009: 54). As the Kremlin wants 

to influence people it needs an audience, so some debate makes television watchable 

(Schimpfossl and Yablokov, 2014). Signals are important to regime control; journalists 

perceive the Kremlin’s stance and act accordingly35. Through media control, the Kremlin 

directs the message, thereby increasing regime legitimacy through positive spin36.   
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This allows the Kremlin to control messages reaching the public (Burrett, 2011: 13). 

For example, the 2017 and 2018 protests were not mentioned on television (Bryzgalova and 

Boletskaya, 2017). But, the story of a pensioner dying in an ambulance unable to reach a 

hospital because of demonstrations was continually cited (Gavrilina and Garmonenko, 2017: 

1). During the 2011-2012 protests, the Kremlin ran the story that the opposition was 

financed by the West, which reduced protest numbers (Stanovaya, 2017e). Surkov directed 

television directors “on whom to attack and whom to defend, who is allowed on TV and 

who is banned, how the president is to be presented” (Pomerantsev, 2014). According to 

Pavlovskiy television should “be the incense through which we sanctify the president,” 

portraying Putin as a Harley-Davidson-riding, tiger-saving hero (Pomerantsev, 2013). Media 

is crucial to how the Kremlin retains legitimacy37.  

Traditionally most Belarusians get information from Russian television (Astapenia, 

2014a; Rudnik, 2018), but because of the time difference between Moscow and Minsk, the 

Belarusian authorities cut programmes deemed confrontational38. The Belarusian regime 

has – due to the Ukraine crisis – reduced access to Russian media (Belsat, 2016), but this has 

failed as about 80% of Belarusians still get information from Russian news sources 

(Astapenia and Balkunets, 2016). The Belarusian regime hopes that by reducing Russian 

media influence they can better control Belarusian society (Khralovich, 2017). The regime 

through media control shapes the message the public receives (Manaev et al. 2013: 196). 

Out of 243 central and regional television channels, the state owns 170 directly, and others 

are managed by local and national state structures (Manaev et al. 2013: 197). Data showed 
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that in the lead-up to the 2015 presidential election, Lukashenka received 78.35% of air-

time (Klaskovskiy, 2015). Like the Kremlin, the Belarusian regime maintains legitimacy 

through media. 

A key aspect of the Belarusian authorities legitimacy is the social contract, which is 

like its Soviet predecessor (Savchenko, A, 2009: 189). Presently, its raison d’être offers 

acceptable wages and social welfare, so long as the populace do not get involved in politics 

(Makushina, 2012; Bykovskiy, 2016). People may have fixed wages, but the regime 

compensates through welfare spending, reducing disparities between rich and poor and 

guaranteeing jobs (Wilson, 2011a: 242-243). The Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies 

(BISS) (2009a; 2009b) found people accepted the social contract as a low paid but 

guaranteed job was better than a short-term well-paid job and poor quality free health care 

was better than paying for it. 

But the social contract relies on Russian financial support which can fluctuate 

(Makushina, 2012). BISS found that young people want independence from the state, but 

they want free education and guaranteed health care (Artemenko, 2014) as do paid workers 

who increasingly work in the small private sector and rely less on state support, making 

them less loyal to the regime (Avtushko-Sikorskiy, 2014a). Even pensioners rely less on the 

state but want the state to pay pensions and maintain stability (Avtushko-Sikorskiy, 2014b). 

While society is increasingly self-sufficient, the public wants the regime to maintain stability 

and keep the social contract’s financial benefits flowing (Pikulik and Artemenko, 2014). With 

limited finances, the social contract is increasingly strained (Bykovskiy, 2016).  
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Since the Ukraine conflict, the Belarusian regime has adapted its social contract. 

Lukashenka (2015b)39 during his fifth inaugural presidential speech argued that reform 

would lead to instability but the social contract was changing. After 2015, the state would 

make sure Belarusians did not experience Ukrainian instability. The re-shaping of the social 

contract was seen in Lukashenka’s 2015 election campaign slogan where previously it had 

been “for a strong and prosperous Belarus” in 2015 it changed to “for the future of an 

independent Belarus” emphasising preservation of Belarusian independence for 

acquiescence (Wilson, 2016a: 81).   

Although the Belarusian regime has started engaging in older Belarusian history 

and nativist symbols40, it gets most legitimacy by linking the partisans of the Second World 

War with Lukashenka41. Similarly, the Kremlin uses the Soviet victory as a legitimation tool. 

By protecting Russia’s great power status, the Kremlin preserves the Soviet victory42.  

With increasing nationalist rhetoric – particularly after Crimea’s annexation – the 

Kremlin tries to increase popular support among society (Kolesnikov, 2017b; 2016a; Pertsev, 

2016). Crimea’s annexation allowed the Kremlin to construct a new social contract, with 

Crimea as the bribe for Russians losing freedom and economic prosperity (Kolesnikov, 2015; 

Rutland, 2016: 358). The contract incorporates an anti-Western agenda (Siegert, 2014) and 
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its ideological underpinnings are conservative and patriotic – showing a continual line of 

governance through the centuries – with Russia always against the West (Lezina, 2017).  

The Kremlin increasingly champions traditionalist values (Fish, 2017: 63) building a 

strong affiliation with the Russian Orthodox Church, giving the authorities legitimacy as the 

protector of Christianity (Kaylan, 2014). Patriotism has become organised, with patriotic 

values taught in schools (Yasaveev, 2017; Khodzhaeva and Meyer, 2017). But these values 

are opportunistic, if the authorities truly promoted traditional values, divorce and abortion 

would be harder to obtain (Dumančić, 2014; Stanovaya, 2014). The Kremlin is tiring of the 

traditional and military rhetoric, although there remains no alternative to this message, as 

the Kremlin is unprepared to countenance reform and nationalist rhetoric maintains current 

legitimation levels (Stanovaya, 2015).  

The Kremlin constantly devises ways to legitimise its rule and elections are crucial 

to this. Kuratory43 control elections as the regime wants elections to appear legitimate, 

giving the authorities validity, but it does not want competitive elections. The Sobchak 

example highlighted how the Kremlin controls elections, but makes them appear legitimate. 

However, if necessary the regime goes for a comprehensive electoral result, as in the 2016 

parliamentary elections, when there were no viable ‘alternative’ candidates (Stanovaya, 

2016e), so United Russia won an unbelievably large parliamentary majority of 343 seats out 

of 450, with at least 45% of the vote won through fraud (Litvinova et al. 2016).  

Former Presidential Administration head Vyacheslav Volodin devised a system to 

control political parties to reduce fraud. By replacing Central Electoral Commission head, 

Vladimir Churov (Hobson, 2016), with Ella Pamfilova, Volodin created controlled, but 
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relatively competitive elections (Stanovaya, 2016d), which Volodin’s successor, Sergei 

Kirineko has maintained (Stanovaya, 2016a). In the 2016 elections, the Kremlin created a 

relatively fair vote compared to 2011 and 2012, which gave some legitimacy44. Through the 

internal division of the presidential administration, the Kremlin controls civil society, 

elections and the populace to limit future protests (Pallin, 2017).  

While the Kremlin uses the state-owned polling company VTsIOM to provide data 

the Kremlin wants, rather than highlighting potential problems (Hartog, 2016), VTsIOM 

locates potential problems that the Kremlin can alleviate through television45. The 

authorities have worked with the Expert Institute of Social Research to give United Russia a 

popular platform (Dorofeev, 2017: 3). Legitimation helps the Kremlin reduce the need for 

repression (Haase, 2016). 

Similarly, the Belarusian regime has effective polling determining what may cause 

future protests46. The Information Analytical Centre (IAC), while part of the presidential 

administration gives information the regime may dislike (Raskolnikov, 2014). However, 

there are questions about how useful such polling can be with selection bias a real 

possibility as respondents are unlikely to divulge information if they know who the pollsters 

are. The Belarusian regime uses a number of polling firms to return opinions that the regime 

may not like, acting as an early warning system against future demonstrations47.  
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1.4.3. Repression 

Repression is the main pillar of authoritarian stability. An appropriate palette of 

repression reduces the chance of regime collapse. Therefore, authoritarian regimes 

constantly learn and adapt to refine their repressive capacity. Gel’man (2015c: 6) argued 

that during the 2011-2012 protests the Kremlin analysed the coercive tactics of the 

Belarusian regime in 2010, incorporating many of these repressive practices. As analysed in 

chapter six, post-Soviet regional organisations share repressive tactics. The Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation’s (CSTO) 2013 Unbreakable Brotherhood exercise used “special 

means and water cannon, split the aggressively-minded crowd and detained the leaders of 

the “mass riots”” (Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 2013a). Therefore, there are 

examples of direct learning between authoritarian regimes on coercion. However, regimes 

do not rely solely on repression as it is expensive and hard for a regime to repress society 

constantly (Fjelde, 2010: 201). Rather, regimes rely on maintaining the mantra that they 

have repressive capabilities, thereby reducing protester numbers (Levitsky and Way, 2010: 

58; van Eerd, 2016: 158). The Belarusian and Russian regimes have a greater capacity for 

repression than the Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes, which partially explains why the 

Belarusian and Russian regimes are established authoritarian systems. However, the palette 

of repression is more nuanced in Belarus and Russia than merely cracking heads.  

The Belarusian regime has traditionally drawn “on all aspects of state coercion at its 

disposal…showing…long-term tactics to pre-empt…as well as harsher and more violent 

means of persecution” (Frear, 2019: 24). While the regime has other tactics to maintain 

control it uses repression when faced with any threat. As one interviewee stated if Russian 
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opposition leader Alekssei Naval’niy were Belarusian he would be imprisoned immediately48. 

As repression against protesters after the 2006 presidential election shows the regime uses 

coercion rather than co-option as Lukashenka is wary of opposition (Forbrig et al. 2006: 12; 

Silitski, 2006: 22). However, the regime considered that it had not been repressive enough 

in 2006. The government learnt from mistakes in 2006 considering that the authorities had 

allowed protest numbers to build in Minsk. The rapid reaction of the regime to protests in 

2010 highlighted this learning49, with the regime using new tactics in 2010 to stop a repeat 

of 2006 (Jarábik et al. 2011).  

The ensuing clampdown culminated in the total disorganisation of the opposition 

(Ash, 2015: 1031), debilitating them further. During the disappearances between 1999 and 

2001, there was apparently a regime “death squad” which killed thirty people (Feduta, 

2005: 531, 539). The disappearances were a signal for others in the opposition to stay 

quiet50. There are allegations that 2015 opposition presidential candidate Tatsiana 

Karatkevich and opposition parliamentarians, Hanna Kanapatskaya and Alena Anisim are 

regime supporters51, and while likely true, these allegations highlight how divided the 

opposition is due to earlier repressive and co-option practices (Radio Svoboda, 2016; 

Shraibman, 2016d). This divide-and-rule tactic has been effective since 199452. 
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Signals are used by the regime to tell others not to stand against the authorities, so 

one group is repressed as an example for others53. Lukashenka has made examples of ex-

regime members, like Alyaksandr Kazulin and Michail Chigir to show that he will not tolerate 

elite defection54. Similarly, the police only require a signal to crack down, which stops most 

people protesting55, and repressive structures are controlled by Lukashenka’s trusted 

allies56. The KDB keeps Kompromat57 on the opposition, allowing the regime to co-opt some 

opposition leaders and blackmail others58. The regime and public both know the authorities 

will resort to repression59.  

Students are targeted as potential demonstrators. They face losing student 

accommodation which is cheap, and so many do not protest60. With state-ownership of at 

least 50% of the economy – not to mention ‘independent’ businesses controlled by the 

state61 – the regime pressures workers not to demonstrate for fear of losing their jobs62. 
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The Belarusian regime has been adept – due to Belarus’s small geographic size – at 

controlling communications63. The Operational Analytical Centre (OAC) has been proficient 

at monitoring communications and the Internet (Electroname, 2010). The OAC not only 

monitors the public but also regime personnel to make sure they follow orders from above, 

helping to maintain the power vertikal’ (Lebedok, 2019). The OAC uses Russian-made 

System for Operative Investigative Activities (SORM) devices, to monitor any phone call, text 

or email (Ezhednevnik, 2010). All Belarusian companies must use the domain .by, allowing 

the OAC to track users (Aliaksandrau, 2013). All information on visited websites must be 

kept by Internet Service Providers (ISPs) (Charnysh, 2011; Amnesty International, 2016: 36, 

40). The regime creates fake networks on social media sites or instigates distributed denial 

of service (DDoS) attacks in the build-up to elections64. 

Although media is mostly a legitimation tool in Belarus, the interior ministry can 

close a media outlet after two warnings, and legislation broadly defines what constitutes a 

warning, leading to self-censorship (Herasimenka, 2016). Similarly, the ministry can close a 

media outlet for disseminating ‘inaccurate’ information, although it is regime controlled 

courts that determine what constitutes an inaccuracy (Manaev, 2014: 212). Beatings and 

killings of journalists often occur (Euroradio, 2016; UDF.by, 2012). Belarus has long been a 

pioneer of using the tax and hygiene authorities to close independent media outlets65, and 
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outlets are kept short of funds, forcing them to acquiesce to regime policies66. Even the pro-

regime TUT.by67, which offers some criticism, had journalists arrested in August 2018, as the 

regime exerted control over a nominally independent outlet (Makushina, 2018). 

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) face closure for “gross violations,” like 

using the word organisation instead of association and missing quotation marks on forms 

(Markusheuski, 2003: 1-2). NGOs can only be registered if the government approves their 

work, which places restrictions on democracy and human rights NGOs (Silitski, 2006: 74). 

Since 2006, NGOs have had to reveal financial dealings with foreign NGOs who are also 

banned in Belarus (Chernov, 2008). By 2014, most independent NGOs had been replaced by 

state-controlled GONGOs (Clark, 2015: 171-172; Matchanka, 2014: 68-69). 

The Belarusian regime spends significant sums to have a highly capable coercive 

capacity68. While, the opposition is consistently “subject to periodic imprisonment and 

regular harassment” and opposition media and websites appear with difficulty (Marples, 

2007: 89-90), the annexation of Crimea and the Russian presence in eastern Ukraine has 

meant the regime wants to limit Russian influence. Therefore, there is a rapprochement 

with the EU, with the authorities no longer resorting to the repression seen in 2006 and 

201069. During the 2017 protests, the authorities were less coercive than previously and 

protesters were released soon after being arrested (Preiherman, 2017a). 
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With the rapprochement with the EU, the regime rather than use mass repression 

gives large fines to stop people demonstrating.70 During the 2017 protests the Belarusian 

regime balanced EU intransigence towards violence with Kremlin wishes to stop a potential 

Euromaidan in Minsk (Shraibman, 2016a; 2017a; Gubareich, 2017; Bohdan, 2015; 

Tolkacheva, 2017). During the 2017 protests, the Belarusian regime did not use all 

repressive practices in its arsenal, a qualitative difference to 2006 and 201071, with a range 

of tactics from threatening physical action to turning off the 3G Internet network in central 

Minsk and playing on popular fears of violence (Euromaidan Press, 2017). Repressive tactics 

in 2017 were reduced, because of improved relations with the EU, and Belarusian regime 

fears that Russia may intervene in Belarus. The regime could ill-afford a crackdown like in 

2006 and 2010 causing a split with Brussels72. Waiting out the protests until March 25, a day 

when the opposition often rallies allowed the regime to disperse opposition protesters, 

rather than, citizens, which would have received EU condemnation (Shraibman, 2017d; 

2017c; Kosarev, 2017). 

But the Belarusian regime also had to pacify the Kremlin. Although wary of Russian 

actions in Ukraine, the Kremlin remains Belarus’s main ally. It is another reason why the 

regime waited until March 25, to crack down on protesters, to send a message to the 

Kremlin that the Belarusian authorities remained in charge (Goble, 2017). To get Kremlin 

support, the Belarusian regime instigated lessons from the Euromaidan, claiming that the 
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Belyi Legion73 was the Belarusian version of Pravy Sektor (BelGazeta, 2017a). Never mind 

that Belyi Legion had been used before to justify crackdowns after the 2010 Minsk 

bombings (Pankovets, 2017) it re-emerged in 2017 as a signal to the Kremlin to support 

Lukashenka (Lukashuk, 2017; Hansbury, 2017) and as a sign to the public that the regime 

was cracking down74.  The regime encountered difficulties because it did not repress straight 

away, highlighting weaknesses which increased protester numbers (Sivitskiy and Tsarik, 

2017). But the regime eventually controlled the demonstrations, to the satisfaction of the 

Kremlin, resulting in Putin meeting Lukashenka in April 2017 (UDF.by, 2017a; Gazeta.ru, 

2017b; Makushina, 2017; Bohdan, 2017a). 

Lukashenka promotes the perception of a strong leader, intolerant of opposition, 

having to win any challenge to his authority75. It is why internal troop numbers outnumber 

the army and why they are well equipped and trained76. The natural instinct of the regime is 

to crack down77, but it is aware such practices are now unacceptable. Since 2015, a favourite 

practice is to fine protesters (Shraibman, 2017b)78. The fine is prohibitive often resulting in 

the person having to sell property79. The regime can easily revert back to mass repression80. 
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Like the Belarusian regime, the Kremlin has coercive capacity, however, its palette 

of repression is more nuanced, with the Kremlin using contained escalation (Bershidsky, 

2019a) to send signals to others by using one group as an example. However, in the 

aftermath of the 2019 protests it appears that the faction of Siloviki from the so-called 

power ministries like the interior ministry have taken greater control and are using random 

repression of activists and bystanders, to scare others from protesting (Romanova, O, 2019). 

While, repression is used the Kremlin continues to reliy on intimidation, rather than 

coercion81, prefering to legislate against independent groups to maintain control82. One 

example is the 2012 foreign agents law, which placed NGOs involved in political activity – as 

defined by the authorities – and receiving money from abroad on a register. The law on 

foreign agents with its Stalinist connotations (Lipskiy, 2013: 12)83 requires that NGOs publish 

biannual activity reports and receive an annual audit (Vezhin, 2012: 3). In the 2011-2012 

election cycle only a few NGOs published polls questioning official results, but many more 

were targeted as the Kremlin cracked down on NGOs (Gorbachev, 2014: 3), with a poorly 

defined law allowing the Kremlin to target any NGO it wished84. Legislative changes in 2014 

allowed the authorities to place NGOs the regime considered foreign agents on the list 

(Prosvirova, 2014: 6). The foreign agent law restricted NGO independence, as without 

Western finance they rely on Kremlin funding (Trifonova, 2014: 3). Restrictive legislation 
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was used after the 2017 and 2018 protests, with new laws subjecting single picket 

protesters to restrictive protest legislation (Vishnevskiy, 2017: 9).  

However, the Kremlin retains a large coercive capacity. Although media is a Kremlin 

legitimation tool independent media is constrained, as is the Internet. With the Arab Spring 

and the 2011-2012 protests, the Kremlin has tried to control the Internet, with SORM re-

adapted to monitor all Internet traffic, with all visited websites kept on a database 

(Galushko, 2014). Pro-regime businessmen, Alisher Usmanov and Aleksandr Mamut control 

Mail.ru, Yandex.ru, Vkontakte, Rambler.ru and LiveJournal (Van Herpen, 2016: 90; 

Bershidsky, 2014), giving the Kremlin control of Russia’s versions of Gmail, Google Search, 

Yahoo, Facebook and Russia’s biggest blog, LiveJournal. With filters and blacklists the 

Kremlin blocks websites from public view, a practice used against opposition websites 

(Soldatov and Borogan, 2015: 172-173; Soldatov, 2015: 1). Since the Euromaidan, 

independent media outlets like Dozhd’ and RBK have experienced restrictions (Lun’kov, 

2014; Krainova, 2014; Malgin, 2014; Martynov, 2015: 12), and a 2016 media law restricted 

foreign ownership of Russian media (Bazenkova, 2015; Hobson, 2015), as the Kremlin wants 

all media outlets “singing from the same hymn sheet85.” 

While the Kremlin harasses and defames opposition leaders, who face “fabricated 

crimes” and are encouraged “to emigrate, rather than being murdered en masse” (Guriev 

and Treisman, 2015), the murder of Boris Nemtsov provides evidence that Kremlin factions 

will kill. Although linked to Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov (Novaya Gazeta, 2016b), his 

death near the Kremlin points to the likelihood someone in the regime knew of his 
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impending murder (Harding, 2015). The recent 2017 contract killing of Denis Voronenkov, a 

former communist politician, who defected to Ukraine made Voronenkov powerful enemies 

likely close to the Kremlin (Galeotti, 2017b).  

There have been other suspicious deaths linked to the Kremlin, with the regime 

taking repression abroad to send signals to so-called enemies that nowhere is safe. The 

most famous death was Aleksandr Litvinenko, whose slow lingering death was caused by 

polonium-210, traced back to Moscow (Harding, 2016a), but there have been plenty of 

suspicious deaths, particularly of émigré Russians in Britain, as well as a number of British 

subjects (Blake and Leopold et al. 2017; Blake and Warren et al. 2017; Bradley et al. 2017; 

Warren et al. 2017; Cobain, 2014; Burns et al. 2008; Booth et al. 2018). The recent poisoning 

of former Federal’naya Sluzhba Bezopasnosti (FSB) spy Sergei Skripal in 2018 points to 

Russian responsibility (Galeotti, 2018b), as the Russian link is the only common denominator 

in all the deaths.  

Although there have been deaths, like Boris Nemtsov, linked to Putin, the Kremlin 

prefers to target a few groups using them as examples of what could happen should others 

protest, allowing the Kremlin to rule unimpeded86. This targeted repression forces society to 

acquiesce for fear of losing jobs, freedom or wealth (Eggert, 2018: 18-19). The Kremlin 

prefers fabricating crimes. The Kirovles case against Naval’niy can be resurrected, thereby 

restricting Naval’niy’s movement (The Moscow Times, 2017c). His brother was imprisoned 

to control Naval’niy as Naval’niy is too well-known – especially in the West – for the Kremlin 
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to risk imprisoning him87. After 2015, a new tactic of Centre E has been to link opposition 

activists to neo-Nazi groups (Alekhina, 2016: 15).  

Kompromat is also used. One example is the Kremlin using Katya Gerasimova to 

blackmail opposition leaders and journalists through sex videos (Fadeeva, 2010; Ioffe, J, 

2010; Ivanov and Polunin, 2010; Kotova, 2010; Yashin, 2010). The Kremlin often uses 

Kompromat, but there are other options.  

The Kremlin relies on intimidation, rather than repression88 and makes sure others 

are aware it has repressive capabilities89. Use of repression is subtle90 “feeding some people 

and repressing others91.” For example, during the 2011-2012 protests the Kremlin had pro-

Kremlin youth groups, like Nashi and Molodaya Gvardiya march through central Moscow to 

show protesters that the regime could use force when necessary (Lindele, 2011; Novaya 

Gazeta, 2011: 6; Sulimina, 2011; Petrov, 2011a).  

But the 2011-2012 protests brought home the fact that the Kremlin’s palette of 

repression was ineffective. This was confirmed by the Euromaidan. The OMON were 

unprepared and understaffed to deal with mass protests. Many officers – drafted from 

outside Moscow – were poorly versed in Moscow’s nuanced repression. The Kremlin learnt 

that an effective, rapid response, well-equipped, well-trained and well-staffed paramilitary 
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force was essential92. Rosgvardiya’s creation was a direct lesson from the 2011-2012 

protests (Konovalov, 2012: 1; Latynina, 2012: 8), but it was precipitated by 2013-2014 

events in Kyiv, due to the failure of the Ukrainian paramilitary Berkut and paid thugs 

(Titushki) to quell protests. The Kremlin strengthened internal affairs structures after the 

Euromaidan93 using Cossack and military veterans as alternative security structures94.  

Rosgvardiya became the mainstay of the Kremlin’s repressive capacity with the 

authorities fearing possible protests (Endo, 2017). Rosgvardiya received the latest 

equipment, including systems to blind and deafen protesters (RBK, 2017; Venkina, 2018). 

Rosgvardiya is commanded by Putin’s former bodyguard Viktor Zolotov, giving Putin a 

personal army (Nikol’skiy et al. 2016; Ahlberg, 2017). During protests in 2017 and 2018 the 

Kremlin showed its coercive capacity with police using batons and quickly arresting 

protesters (Gorbachev, 2017: 1; Vasil’chuk, 2017: 12; Fishman, 2017: 3; Gavrilina and 

Garmonenko, 2017: 1).  

However, even this repression was minimal as protesters were soon released 

(Bulanov, 2017; Kuznetsova et al. 2017; Novaya Gazeta, 2017: 2; Kommersant-Daily, 2017: 

5). The Kremlin knows the opposition is unpopular so there is little need to repress it harshly 

which could result in mass protests (Kashin, 2018). The regime has begun fining protesters 

knowing it is difficult to rally crowds against administrative fines and short sentences 
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(Gershkovich, 2019a). The Kremlin is more concerned about the populace, as the opposition 

can be imprisoned and restricted, but the populace is a different matter, so the regime 

retains a large coercive structure95. As the arrest of 1,373 participants at peaceful protests 

during demonstrations against the Kremlin not allowing any non-systemic opposition 

candidates on the ballot for the Moscow local elections (OVD-Info, 2019) highlights the 

Kremlin retains the capacity for repression, with protesters being severely beaten as the 

authorities decided “to shut out the opposition at any cost” fearing any spark may cause 

wider protests (Bershidsky, 2019c). 

The Kremlin has supported other post-Soviet regimes against protesters. During the 

Euromaidan, the Kremlin bought Ukrainian debt and reduced gas prices (Interfax-Ukraine, 

2013d; Vyshinskiy and Podolyanets, 2013; Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013e). These deals gave 

Bankova the resources to survive. Meetings between Putin and Yanukovych gave Kyiv the 

support to crush the protests (Leshchenko, S 2014d; Kyiv Post, 2014d). 

Moldova as a competitive authoritarian regime does not have the same repressive 

capacity as the Belarusian and Russian regimes. Rather, incumbent regimes can only use 

restrictive legislation. For example, the PCRM changed electoral laws to its advantage 

(Shapovalova and Boonstra, 2012: 61), and the Alliance for European Integration (AEI) 

coalition interpreted legislation to debar opposition political parties forming alternative 

governments (Całus, 2014b; Rebegea and Doran, 2014). During protests in 2015, Plahotniuc 

used control of parliament to get ally, Pavel Filip, appointed prime minister at night to 

reduce the chance of protesters mobilising outside parliament. But, many politicians were 
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also asleep, leading to questions about the appointments legality (Kazanskiy, 2016: 1). This 

quick swearing in left demonstrators with a fait accompli and was a lesson from the 

Euromaidan that passing legislation at night leaves little opportunity for reaction96.  

The PCRM produced a media “landscape…characterized by attacks on investigative 

journalists, the closure of inconvenient media outlets and outright bias on the part of 

government-controlled media organizations” (Vitu, 2009: 191). Plahotniuc used his media to 

solidify control (Hall, S, 2016; Vladimirskaya, 2016), and closed media outlets for political 

affinities, like the closure of the NIT television station for its PCRM sympathies (Tkach, 2012; 

Batanova, 2012; Wilson, 2014c: 165). Media is controlled by oligarchs – in particular 

Plahotniuc – and not the state (Todua, 2011: 2; Tudoroiu, 2015: 658).  

Successive Moldovan governments have failed to finance NGOs and many NGOs 

“serve as money making tools” (Horbowski, 2016: 68-69). While in the early 2010s the 

government and NGOs had a good working relationship in implementing effective policies 

(Lutsevych, 2013) by 2017, the government instigated legislation similar to the 2012 Russian 

foreign agents’ law, pointing to learning (Popșoi, 2017a). The legislation was justified as a 

measure to reduce Russian influence, but most Moldovan NGOs are funded by Western 

states and organisations (Popşoi, 2017a). This manoeuvre failed due to Western criticism 

and the threat of denying EU funds (Shupak, 2017; Jurnal.md, 2017e).  

As in Belarus, much of the Moldovan economy is state-owned, allowing the 

authorities to pressure employees not to protest (Moldavskie Vedomosti, 2016c: 1). 

President Voronin often requested that businesses contribute to social projects, and if they 
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refused then the tax inspectorate would pay an unscheduled visit and find something wrong 

in the accounts. Plahtoniuc has copied this tactic97.  

As Moldovan regimes at least rhetorically claim to want EU integration, repression 

cannot be too obvious. As Moldova is small geographically the security services can easily 

exert control. During the 2017 protests, police set up cordons across the country and buses 

did not run to Chișinău98. Agent-provocateurs were used to disrupt the 2015, 2016 and 2017 

demonstrations (Vasil’eva, 2017), which was a direct lesson from the Euromaidan99. 

Through control of most state institutions, Plahotniuc governed without worrying 

too much about protests100. Alexandru Jizdan – a Plahotniuc ally – was until recently interior 

minister. As it was a very public relationship it was known that if protests occurred they 

would be met violently101. By controlling law enforcement, Plahotniuc instigated politically 

motivated cases to keep control102. The judiciary remains tamed as an incorrect judgement 

results in disciplinary action, criminal conviction or removal103. With the change of 

government in mid-2019 it appears that Plahotniuc is no longer in control, and at the time 

of writing he fled the country.  
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Plahotniuc saw that Voronin’s use of repression in 2009 left many injured or dead 

and precipitated violent protests affecting relations with the EU. Plahotniuc learnt that too 

much repression, especially torture, would destroy relations with the EU104. Therefore, 

Plahotniuc relied on pressure, rather than overt repression105. His control of media allowed 

control of what people watch and limited anti-regime messages reaching people106. 

Plahotniuc is rich in a poor country and does not need many resources to exert his will107. 

During Plahotniuc’s period of power, the Moldovan authorities tapped the phones of 

opposition politicians, social activists and journalists (Balakhnova, 2019). Moldovan regimes 

do not have the capacity for mass repression, so they subtly exert control. 

Like Moldova, Ukrainian regimes do not have the capacity for repression as the 

opposition – with oligarchic financing – competes for power (Karatnycky, 2005; Kudelia, 

2016: 71-72; Pleines, 2016: 118; Konończuk, 2016). Kuchma tried to regulate the Internet 

through the Internet Coordination Council (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2003c), but Ukrainian 

regimes have not had Internet control resources, as in Belarus and Russia (Deibert, 2013: 

91). During the Euromaidan, the SBU eavesdropped on protesters using a Russian SORM 

system (Soldatov and Borogan: 2015: 287), emphasising collaboration between Bankova and 

the Kremlin. Ukrainian media – like Moldova – is controlled by oligarchs, but governments 

have tried to build relations with oligarch groups. There were agreements between 
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television channels and the Yushchenko and Yanukovych regimes to cover-up government 

misdeeds (Ryabinska, 2014: 53), and the Yanukovych regime dictated to media what was to 

be shown (Ryabinska, 2014: 51; Kostyuk, 2011: 67-68). While Yanukovych repressed the 

media, Poroshenko used it to promote his interests (Kutovenko, 2014: 36-37). Similarly, 

Yanukovych gave NGOs little freedom, with NGOs only allowed to defend their members’ 

rights, which affected how human rights NGOs functioned (Bilan and Bilan, 2011: 78-79, 84). 

Yanukovych changed tax legislation making it harder for NGOs to receive foreign money, 

forcing them to rely on regime funding, which starved democracy and human rights NGOs of 

resources (Cleary, 2016: 17). Under Poroshenko 2017 legislation forced anti-corruption 

NGOs to file asset declarations, which stopped NGOs working effectively (Sukhov, 2017e), 

pointing to learning from the 2012 Russian legislation. 

Ukrainian regimes have tried to exert control. Kuchma sent signals to the 

opposition – like in Belarus and Russia – to think about protesting. The murder of 

investigative journalist Heorhiy Gongadze whose body was found decapitated in a forest 

near Kyiv was a clear signal to journalists and the opposition (Interfax-Ukraine, 2013c; 

2014b). Yanukovych jailed opposition leader Tymoshenko, which united the opposition in 

preparation for the 2015 presidential elections (Kudelia, 2014: 24-25). Yanukovych with his 

focus on Russia followed Kremlin practices, but he was more thuggish in his application108. 

Unlike Lukashenka and Putin, Yanukovych did not have the capability to fully repress the 

opposition (Kudelia, 2014: 24).  

During the Euromaidan Yanukovych tried to use similar tactics to Lukashenka and 

Putin. The Ukrainian anti-protests laws commonly referred to as the dictatorship laws, gave 
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the regime carte-blanche to end the protests (Svyatets, 2016: 150). This package of laws 

consisted of ten pieces of legislation, including criminalising extremist activity; removing 

parliamentary immunity; providing amnesty for those who attacked protesters; allowing 

trials in absentia; instigating penalties for blocking government buildings; making it illegal to 

drive more than five cars in a motorcade; activating penalties for collecting and distributing 

information on the security services; defamation; increasing penalties for setting up 

unauthorised tents, stages and sound equipment; an anti-mask law, which prohibited the 

wearing of helmets; NGOs in receipt of foreign funding to register as foreign agents; 

obligatory licensing for Internet companies and provision for Internet censorship; and a 

wide-ranging definition of what constituted extremist activities. Much was copied from 

existing Russian and Belarusian legislation (Coynash, 2014; Wilson, 2014a; Snyder, 2014; 

Koshkina, 2015a: 173).  

As mentioned, Svoboda was funded by Bankova and werr used as agents-

provocateurs to discredit the opposition (Sukhov, 2016e). During the Euromaidan 

Yanukovych resorted to force but lacked the coercive capabilities to see it through. Unlike 

the Kremlin, which placated protesters with limited reforms in 2011 and 2012, Yanukovych 

went for harsh repression but without the capacity to back it up. Yanukovych destroyed any 

residual popularity by antagonising protesters (Way, 2014).  

Tactics on the Maidan emphasised that Bankova did not have the capacity for high 

levels of repression (Wilson, 2014c: 76). Rather it flitted between different coercive 

practices without sticking to one. In November, December, January and especially in 

February, the Berkut tried to clear the Maidan (Grytsenko, 2013; Kyiv Post, 2013; 2014a; 

2014c; Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014b; 2014c; UNIAN, 2014), but on all occasions the Berkut’s 
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violence re-ignited the protests (Wilson, 2014c: 68). Unable to continually repress, Bankova 

resorted to off-screen repression (Wilson, 2014c: 76), attacking prominent protesters, like 

journalist Tetiana Chornovol and Automaidan leader, Dmitryo Bulatov away from cameras 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013a; 2014d; 2014f). Bankova simply did not have the capacity for full 

repression – or even off-screen repression109. The shooting of protesters on February 20, 

2014, was the last desperate attempt of a regime trying to keep power, and likely facing 

pressure from the Kremlin to stop the protests (Makarenko, 2016).  

Yanukovych ultimately failed because he chose to use repression but could not 

follow through (Way, 2014). Whereas Yanukovych fell back on repression readily, 

Poroshenko was subtler, following Kuchma-era tactics110, by copying practices in restricting 

the media111, and reducing the powers of other political players one-by-one112. Poroshenko 

used intimidation rather than overt repression, relying on deal-making113, and trying to gain 

control of repressive structures, such as the SBU114. While Poroshenko exerted control over 

the interior ministry, courts115 and increasingly the SBU (Ponomarenko, 2018a) he still had to 

make deals and intimidate rather than repress. 

However, when the Poroshenko government faced criticism it reacted “in 

Yanukovych-like ways” (de Borja Lasheras, 2016: 58). Although the Berkut was disbanded 
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after the Euromaidan and replaced by the first special police regiment, many of its 

personnel are former Berkut officers (Roshchina, 2018), and it is led by Ruslan Tsikalyuk, 

who was involved in attempts to disperse protesters on the Maidan (Karyakina, 2018).  

Poroshenko used his power to act against potential opposition, such as with the 

trial of Nadiya Savchenko, a potential presidential candidate, and the stripping of the 

citizenship of Mikheil Saakashvili (Fedoseyev, 2018; Rechinskiy, 2018: 2; Sukhov, 2017g; 

2017h; 2017i; 2017j). Although by no means as repressive as Yanukovych, Poroshenko was 

averse to competition116. However, like Moldova, Ukrainian governments can only do so 

much to maintain power.   

1.5. What is Authoritarian Learning? 

Having defined authoritarianism and given a contextual overview of how the four 

case studies retain, at least, authoritarian practices, I define learning. Learning is a process 

that weighs the costs and benefits of a decision (Breslauer and Tetlock, 1991: 5). Regime 

learning involves individual and collective learning, so it is hard to differentiate what is 

learning and what is not (Levy, 1994: 280). A restrictive definition shows little, but a broad 

definition shows too much (Breslauer and Tetlock, 1991: 17; Tetlock, 1991: 22, 31). For 

Braun and Gilardi (2006: 299), learning is the effect A has on B and analysis of the actions of 

others (Braun and Gilardi, 2006: 306-307). Simmons and Elkins (2004) agree that learning 

happens because people learn from external actors and historical examples. But both 

explanations miss personal learning. Levy (1994: 296) defined learning as a “change of 

beliefs, skills, or procedures based on the observation and interpretation of experience.” 

But this is the result of learning. Learning is the process of engagement, leading to the 
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development of beliefs, skills, ideas and discernment. This definition explains learning 

without being broad or narrow. It is individual and regime focused, accounts for success and 

failure, explains knowledge from foreign and domestic experience and incorporates new 

knowledge.  

Hall and Ambrosio (2017: 143) defined authoritarian learning as “a process in which 

authoritarian regimes adopt survival strategies based upon prior successes and failures of 

other governments.” However, it fails to account for learning from past domestic internal 

failures and successes. It is likely the domestic is crucial for authoritarian learning. Therefore 

I add both internal and external to the end of the quote by Hall and Ambrosio. Authoritarian 

learning is a process of engagement leading to the development and in many circumstances 

change of beliefs, the adaptation of skills and ideas. Authoritarian learning is concealed, as 

authoritarian regimes cannot openly discuss ways to repress the opposition.  

There are pointers to learning in this chapter, with the Kremlin taking examples 

from the Belarusian regime crackdown in 2010. There is an example of support, with the 

Kremlin supporting Bankova during the Euromaidan. Although, “90% of what to do can be 

found on Google117,” it appears authoritarian learning involves an extensive network of 

dialogue and sharing of best practices, rather than a simple Internet search or watching 

YouTube videos. Authoritarian learning is about how these regimes adapt and the processes 

contributing to updating or changing elite beliefs. By defining authoritarian learning this 
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thesis provides innovation118, as there is no comprehensive definition of authoritarian 

learning in existing literature. 

1.6. Thesis Plan  

Chapter two investigates literature on the theories of experiential and social 

learning, as well as lesson-drawing, diffusion, linkage and policy-transfer. Investigation of 

these areas provides a clearer picture of what authoritarian learning is. 

Chapter three analyses the methodology used to investigate authoritarian learning. 

I start by analysing my field work and the issues I had and how they were overcome. I 

analyse the black box of authoritarian regimes, before detailing case selection. After I 

address the research methodology of process-tracing, interviews and case studies, 

explaining how I use each. 

Chapter four through chapter seven analyses examples of learning from the four 

case studies, and the period of analysis begins in 2000 and in February 2019. 2000 appeared 

the most appropriate year as an analysis from the break-up of the Soviet Union to the 

present would be too long. Rather 2000 is when Putin became President in Russia, and with 

Russia being the regional hegemon this seemed the most appropriate year to begin analysis. 

To best explain learning in the four case studies, I analyse examples thematically, rather 

than chronologically as this better explains authoritarian learning in the four case studies. 

Chapter four investigates whether authoritarian regimes learn from external and 

internal failure. Starting with learning from external failure I assess the Euromaidan and how 

Belarus, Moldova and Russia drew lessons from it and then consider how the weakening of 

EU democracies is an example for regimes in Moldova and Ukraine. An internal example is 
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how the Kremlin and the Belarusian regime learnt from the Soviet collapse and the failure of 

the 1990s.  

Chapter five analyses if authoritarian regimes learn from external and internal 

successes. External examples are learning from democracies and China as a model. 

Internally, I analyse whether Yanukovych’s learning from the Orange Revolution, 

Poroshenko’s learning from Yanukovych’s failures during the Euromaidan and Viktor 

Plahotniuc’s lesson-drawing in Moldova.  

Chapter six analyses the external networks of authoritarian learning. Analysis of 

regional organisations across the post-Soviet states and interlinkage between elites of the 

four states emphasises the close links between regimes. By analysing Russian influence in 

Moldova and Ukraine I show that interlinkage is acute, making learning likely.  

Chapter seven investigates internal interlinkage in each regime, investigating close 

links between political elites and where learning practices originate. The four cases have 

close intra-linkage among elites.  

Chapter eight brings all the findings together, answering the propositions and the 

research questions. It shows that the aims of authoritarian and democratic learning are 

diverse, and how the West can counter this trend. 
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Chapter Two: 

Understanding the State of Current Authoritarian Learning 

Literature 

Learning in authoritarian regimes is probably different to democracies119 

2.1. Introduction 

During the Colour Revolutions, the Belarusian regime began learning from the 

failure of Slobodan Milošević in Serbia (2000) and particularly after the Orange Revolution 

(2004) to restrict a potential Colour Revolution in Minsk. Belarus became a testing-ground 

for devising practices to improve the survival chances of authoritarian regimes. The 

Belarusian preventive counter-revolution, beginning in 2001, provided the Kremlin with 

ideas for its own preventive counter-revolution. The close ties between the Belarusian and 

Russian regimes made it easier for policy transfer to occur between both governments. 

Examples of Russian learning from Belarus was the creation of Nashi – the Kremlin’s anti-

Colour Revolution youth movement – after the Belarusian regime had formed the Belaruski 

Respublikanskiy Sayuz Moladzi (BRSM) with the exact same role, learning from Belarusian 

legislation restricting the foreign funding of NGOs, and the replacement of independent 

NGOs with GONGOs (Hall, S, 2017b). 

The Belarusian regime in its learning from the fall of Milošević and the Orange 

Revolution, constantly devised methods to maintain the three pillars of authoritarian 
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stability. For instance, in 2006, protests were likely after the presidential elections, so the 

government devised tactics to stop protest. It published its own exit polls, to confuse the 

public, and cloud the opposition’s argument that electoral fraud had occurred. The regime 

created a controlled competitive election, creating the smokescreen of a democratic 

electoral process, with Sergei Gaidukevich playing the ‘independent’ candidate (Frear, 

2015). Aliaksandr Kazulin may also have been a pro-regime candidate acting as opposition, 

as he suddenly became the leader of the Social Democrats (Assembly) – a party often 

manipulated by the regime – without any political experience (Wilson, 2011a: 212). Kazulin 

and Gaidukevich’s candidacy reduced the vote for the only definite opposition candidate, 

Alyaksandr Milinkevich. The 2006 protests allowed the authorities to hone repressive tactics 

as police brutally dispersed protesters congregating in central Minsk (Wilson, 2006).  

The Belarus example highlights two aspects of authoritarian learning that of policy 

transfer and the likely networks authoritarian regimes have established to aid learning. 

Having defined authoritarianism – where authoritarian regimes do not just manipulate 

elections, but also restrict freedom of expression, information and the rule of law – 

provided a contextual overview of the four case studies, defined learning as a process of 

engagement, leading to the development of beliefs, skills, ideas and discernment, and 

classified authoritarian learning as a process in which authoritarian regimes implement 

survival strategies based on previous external and internal successes and failures, I analyse 

how authoritarian learning fits into the wider learning literature.  

I compare authoritarian and democratic learning to ascertain whether authoritarian 

learning is different from its democratic equivalent. I investigate theories of learning, to 

ascertain whether theoretically, authoritarian learning is distinct from democratic learning. 
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While theoretically, both are similar the aims of each are distinct, with the key aspect of 

authoritarian learning centring on survival. I analyse various areas of political learning 

relevant to authoritarian learning, which are policy transfer, diffusion, linkage and lesson-

drawing. This increases understanding of authoritarian learning and determine whether 

there are differences between authoritarian and democratic learning. As well as placing 

authoritarian learning in the wider learning literature I perform a similar task with the wider 

authoritarian literature by linking authoritarian learning with existing literature on 

authoritarian regimes. Afterwards, I ascertain whether there are different types of 

authoritarian learning to determine if authoritarian learning is a singular phenomenon or 

not.    

2.2. Learning Theory and Political Learning Types 

2.2.1. Theories of Learning 

Having defined learning as a process of changing beliefs and the gathering of new 

information, I analyse existing learning theories to develop an understanding of 

authoritarian learning. While existing learning theories come from education literature, they 

help develop a theoretical overview of authoritarian learning. Separately, Bank and Edel 

(2015) and Hall and Ambrosio (2017) have touched on theorising authoritarian learning, but 

currently the literature has not provided a comprehensive theory of authoritarian learning. 

By theorising authoritarian learning, this thesis is innovative120. Rather than assessing all 

learning theories (cognitive, holistic, humanistic, experiential and social), I analyse humanist, 

experiential and social theories in detail as these are crucial to understanding democratic 

and authoritarian learning.  
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While, cognitive theory appears relevant by focusing on past learning (Carnell et al. 

2002: 1530) and problem-solving to get best results (Burns, 1995: 112), it excludes learning 

from success (Park Woolf, 2009: 110; Pezzulo et al. 2009: 2). As Bank and Edel (2015: 21) 

argue authoritarian regimes learn from failures and success, therefore, cognitive theory is 

not applicable. Similarly, holistic learning focuses on “personal experience, and emotional 

affection with outside objects and situations” (Yang, 2004: 242) combining the spiritual, 

mental and physical for learning (Merriam and Sek Kim, 2008: 77). This focus on spiritual 

enlightenment is not applicable as it is unlikely that Lukashenka and Putin learn for spiritual 

enlightenment.  

Humanistic, experiential and social learning are relevant for democratic and 

authoritarian learning, although humanistic learning is only applicable to democratic 

learning. Humanistic learning analyses freedom, dignity and potential, perceiving people as 

moral and free-thinking (Rogers and Freiberg, 1994; Huitt, 2009). For example, Erasmus of 

Rotterdam and Thomas More by questioning the stranglehold of religion on 16th Century 

European life paved the way for works by Martin Luther and John Calvin (Loughlin, 2014: 

64). While Luther and Calvin were religious leaders, Luther for instance, believed in the 

importance of educating the individual, although, of course, for Luther, this was to be done 

through the bible (Rosin, 2014). Humanistic learning places the individual front and centre.  

Experiential learning acquires knowledge through “grasping and 

transforming…experience” (Kolb, 1984: 41), so the learner devises questions and then 

investigates and experiments to construct meaning to a particular situation (Marin, 2015: 

855). Experiential learning requires a four-stage process of concrete experience; reflective 

observation; abstract conceptualisation; and active experimentation (Brookes, 1995: 66). It 
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incorporates learning from failure and success (Marin, 2015: 855), allowing a learner to test 

hypotheses (Beard and Wilson, 2006: 19) and draw appropriate lessons. Experiential 

learning synthesises all knowledge allowing a person to learn and test hypotheses. In a 

regime context, governments improve their capabilities by learning from external and 

internal success and failure. Experiential learning is useful as it “aims to achieve policy 

change”, but “does not inevitably result in it” (Bank and Edel, 2015: 6). 

Social learning theory shows how a person learns from their social environment. 

People observe others and learn from their actions about what to do (success) and what not 

to do (failure) (Bandura, 1963). People learn by getting rewards or receiving punishment 

(Bandura, 1971: 3). Diffusion is integral to social learning (Lobel and Sadler, 2015) allowing 

for information lag where ideas only reach a few people before the idea is rejected, 

countered or superseded by others (Munshi, 2004: 185-186). Observation is conducive to 

learning as people only need see what is happening to learn, rather than getting involved 

(Webler et al. 1995: 445). States react to what others do and shape policies from their 

examples. Social learning theory uses diffusion, emulation and adaptation which are 

important aspects of learning. While it focuses on learning from the successes and failures 

of others it is not a significant leap to see applicability in explaining learning from domestic 

experience. Domestic learning shapes how individuals learn and it is relevant for 

understanding authoritarian learning.  

Habitus involves people using past experience in the present (Bourdieu, 1972; 

1992; 2000), and although separate to social learning theory it fits with it, as habitus 

assesses the importance of learning from past experience (Marden, 2016: 205). A person’s 

ideas are formed by the habitat in which they live and grew up in, and that habitat shapes 
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their learning and how they react to everyday issues (Flach et al. 2010: 9). To survive in a 

particular environment, a person orientates themselves to the rules-of-the-game (Silva, 

2016: 84). Many of the elites in power in the four case studies were born and raised in the 

Soviet Union. It is likely that having grown up in the Soviet Union, Belarusian, Moldovan, 

Russian and Ukrainian elites internalise experiences from this period, reverting to 

authoritarian experiences in the present. It is hard to show this, but it is a likely explanation 

for why authoritarian practices remain. 

Communities of practice, which is another aspect of social learning, see people 

learning with and from others. According to Wenger (1998: 4) communities of practice allow 

for dialogue, helping people learn. Literature on communities of practice analyses how 

businesses learn (Lave and Wenger, 1991; Wenger, 1998; Wenger et al. 2002). For example, 

in the 1990s Daimler Chrysler having recorded losses for many years radically changed 

operations. Instead of having separate departments of engineers, designers and 

accountants, each car in the range had a single unit combining all three types of personnel. 

This improved learning between different groups and the engineers created an informal 

group to share experience and ensure no two cars were designed the same way, all of which 

enhanced learning (Wenger et al. 2002: 2). There is evidence from the Commonwealth of 

Independent states (CIS) that such bodies as the Council of Heads of State (CHS) hold 

informal meetings, although it is unknown what these informal networks entail, or who 

attends. Therefore, I refer to networks of learning, rather than, informality as such, although 

it is likely that these networks consist “of friends” and allies, which points to informal 

networks as argued for by Krackhardt and Stern (1988: 123). 
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Communities of practice is an everyday occurrence, with people belonging to at 

least one (Wenger, 1998: 7; Lave and Wenger, 1991: 29). Put simply communities of practice 

is about networks to which people belong, allowing them to come together and share best 

practices and learn from what worked or did not. While communities of practice focus on 

businesses and everyday social learning it could be reinterpreted to understand 

authoritarian learning. As seen in later chapters, authoritarian learning is networked with 

extensive dialogue occurring, sharing of best practices and learning. Communities of 

practice is a good representation of the networks within authoritarian learning.   

As a person’s life is shaped by their environment, political psychology is another 

field linked with social learning theory, as politicians are shaped by their environment. 

Understanding their psychology determines how they act in certain situations. By using 

political psychology one can clearly show an actor’s actions in a particular situation, as 

political psychology analyses an agent’s political behaviour and how the conduct in question 

was shaped by their social environment (Tileagă, 2013: 5). By studying a person’s actions, 

political psychologists better understand their motivations and what could lead them to 

repeat the same actions (Elster, 1993: 10). What drives a person can be both conscious and 

unconscious, but it is possible to detect mechanisms which can be traced back to explain 

actions (Elster, 1993: 11-12). Political psychology attempts to provide incontrovertible 

evidence, which affects understanding of political behaviour (Marková, 2012: 113; Potter, 

2012). Although the need for incontrovertible evidence is pressing, political psychology 

provides a framework for understanding how political actors operate in a particular political 

system (Huddy et al. 2013: 3), making political psychology relevant for authoritarian and 

democratic learning. 
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2.2.2. Political Learning Types 

The literature on political learning remains a terminological mess with researchers 

using idioms interchangeably from policy transfer to policy adaptation and policy learning. 

However, these terms are simialr with only moderate distinctions between each. While the 

political learning literature has concentrated on democracies it is relevant for understanding 

authoritarian learning, particularly policy transfer, diffusion, linkage and lesson-drawing.  

While isomorphism is a “process that forces one unit in a population to resemble 

other units that face the same set of environmental conditions” (DiMaggio and Powell, 

1983: 149) seeing developments in societies occurring not because of learning but because 

similar circumstances happened, leading to comparable conclusions being drawn (Runge, 

2014: 28), Max Bader (2014) found that most post-Soviet states copied Russian electoral 

legislation, pointing to learning. While these electoral systems share similarities in “shape, 

structure, or form” (Hasmath and Hsu, 2014: 940) pointing possibly to each state reaching 

the same conclusion, that the words in legislation come directly from Russian laws shows 

learning. 

Haas (1991: 63) defines political learning as “any change in behaviour due to a 

change in perception about how to solve a problem.” But in a political situation should be 

added to the end of the quote. This definition includes learning from failure or success. 

While learning is difficult to measure (Gross Stein, 1994: 156; Zito and Schout, 2009: 1104) 

there are ways to do it, such as looking at when legislation was passed, what was included in 

the legislation and if it shares similar characteristics to other laws in other regional states. 

The Ukrainian dictatorship laws taken from Russia and Belarus and adapted to the 

Euromaidan protests in January 2014, is one example.  
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If one state changes legislation to resemble another, then it can be inferred that 

learning occurred (Hall, P, 1993: 278). The tracing of electoral system laws across the post-

Soviet space by Max Bader (2014) showed that such laws originated in Russia, pointing to 

learning by other post-Soviet states from Russia. Currently, political learning focuses on 

democracies with Heclo (1994: 305-306) arguing that it is about “collective puzzlement on 

society’s behalf”. Authoritarian regimes are less worried about improving societal welfare, 

only being concerned with understanding what could lead to protests. Therefore, it is 

perhaps understandable why, currently, there is limited focus on authoritarian learning in 

existing learning literature.  

Policy transfer is about policy transmission between states with policy originating in 

state A and then being transferred to state B who perceives the policy as successful (Zito 

and Schout, 2009, 1114). Policy transfer explains how policies are developed between states 

using administrative actions, policies, institutions and ideas from another state, or from the 

past or present (Dolowitz and Marsh, 2000: 5). Six groups of people can begin policy 

transfer: elected officials, political parties, civil servants, pressure groups, policy experts and 

supra-national institutions (Dolowitz and Marsh, 1996, 344-345), although it is mainly 

politicians and civil servants who import policy. A shared cultural past between states 

enables “policy change” (French et al. 2014: 387). As all states engage in policy transfer it is 

hard to gauge where an individual policy originated, making assessment difficult (Dibeh, 

2009: 12). However, as the 2014 Ukrainian dictatorship laws show it is possible to find 

where legislation originated. 

Diffusion emphasises that states are affected by others. Policies and knowledge 

diffuse across borders (Zito and Schout, 2009: 1107) and involve policy innovation, adoption 
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and examination (Volden, 2006: 310; Zito and Schout, 2009: 1108). Regimes emulate and 

are influenced by others (Gilardi, 2010: 660; Strebel, 2011: 469). Policies are not alone in 

spreading between states with ideas, tactics, methods and best practices also spread 

(Strang and Soule, 1998: 266). State structures and institutional support affect how 

successful diffusion will be (Sikkink, 1991: 21). Diffusion commonly occurs between states 

but it can happen inside states (Gilardi, 2012: 454). It explains a range of ideas from social 

learning to mimicry and contagion (Strang and Soule, 1998: 266).  

Diffusion is a process and not the end result (Gilardi, 2012: 455). Many things can 

be diffused between states – or international organisations – but often it is policies, 

instruments, methods and ideas (Gilardi, 2012: 459). The first state, or international 

organisation, attempts to entice others to follow its norms and once enough have done so 

the norm becomes accepted (Finnemore and Sikkink, 1998: 895).  

The linkage and leverage states have with one another is important (Braun and 

Gilardi, 2006: 299) as it is likely states with strong linkage and leverage with each other will 

emulate policies. But with increasing global communication, governments look for any 

policy incentives (Weyland, 2006: 2; Braun and Gilardi, 2006: 299). Diffusion is hard to 

measure but simple to evaluate as one need only check the news. The relationships that 

states have with one another can be monitored making it easier to trace diffusion (Gilardi 

and Füglister, 2008: 418). 

Lesson-drawing is where policymakers draw lessons to achieve best results (James 

and Lodge, 2003: 180). A regime learns from others about what to do and what not to do 

(Tosun, 2013: 19). Governments draw lessons from other policies to “apply to their own 

political system” (Dolowitz and Marsh, 1996: 344). Often elites rely on policymakers or non-



 

96 
 

state actors to find and formulate policy (Rose, 1991b: 4, 6, 15-17). Lesson-drawing helps 

people gain knowledge and adapt (Rose, 1991b: 7).  

There are four processes in lesson-drawing. Copying involves replicating an entire 

policy (Benson and Lorenzoni, 2014: 205). A hybrid combines two or more policies. 

Synthesis involves many policies, combining them and implementing the best parts. 

Inspiration borrows one policy and develops it in a new way (Rose, 1993: 30; James and 

Lodge, 2003: 180). Regimes geographically, culturally or linguistically close are likely to 

lesson-draw from each other (Asare and Studlear, 2009: 376) and successful or failed 

lessons can be drawn from domestic experience (Reiter, 1995; 1996: 37).  

For all political regimes, it is easier and cheaper to persuade the population of the 

government’s right to rule than use coercion. Persuasion is done by controlling the 

discourse rather than resorting to domination (Buttigieg, 2005: 37). Gramsci argued that the 

bourgeoisie had “through leadership and persuasion” gained working-class support, rather 

than imposing control (Buttigieg, 2005: 38), and the working class allowed themselves to be 

dominated by accepting bourgeois rhetoric (McLaren et al. 2002: 156). The state should 

have the capabilities to use force but as generations come and go the necessity of force 

diminishes as the state gains consent through persuasion (Fontana, 2008: 101). 

Governments construct institutions to enforce their rhetoric and educational 

establishments, mass media and religion are important for maintaining consent (Mayo, 

1999: 36). Persuasion is relevant to all regimes as it is easier to coax then resort to coercion. 

2.3. Authoritarian and Democratic Learning Compared 

Theoretically, there are very few differences between authoritarian and democratic 

learning but each has distinct aims. When an authoritarian regime collapses it tends to be 
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terminal for elites, whereas politicians in democratic systems have the opportunity to retain 

power – however limited – or return to power later. Both authoritarian and democratic 

learning will be theorised and political learning analysed. There have been attempts to 

theorise authoritarian learning (Bank and Edel, 2015; Hall and Ambrosio, 2017), but they do 

not provide a full picture. Even democratic learning remains under-theorised as most 

researchers (O’Donnell and Schmitter, 2013; Huntington, 1991) concentrate on how regimes 

democratise, rather than on how they learn.  

2.3.1. Democratic Learning 

2.3.1.1.  Democratic Learning Theories 

Humanistic theory perceives humans as capable of determining their own goals and 

is interlinked with democracy. For example, early democracy initiatives by USAID in Latin 

America tried to educate the populace to make them good citizens capable of making 

informed choices (Carothers, 1999: 25). At least in rhetoric, democracies rely on an 

informed public able to make knowledgeable choices. As democrats rely on the public to get 

elected it is likely that part of their decision-making accounts for voters’ wishes, even if it is 

just the question “what will get me (re)-elected?” 

Experiential learning analyses learning by implementation, and is useful in 

understanding democratic learning, as citizens learn by doing, thereby improving their lives 

(Fletcher, 2013: 106). It is likely regimes use experiential learning by implementing policies 

and gauging which strategies work. While experiential learning as an internal process is hard 

to measure (Bank and Edel, 2015: 6) often democrats talk about where they took policy 

from or its source is traceable, as seen with David Cameron copying ideas from the Swedish 

Moderate Party (White, 2012; Brown, 2014).  
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Social learning theory focuses on learning from success and failure in a social 

environment (Bandura, 1963), and is useful for understanding democratic learning. Elites 

learn by analysing successes and failures of other states and previous domestic experience. 

Habitus is useful for democratic learning, as a person uses previous experience to make 

decisions in the present. If a person grew up in a democracy then it is plausible that they use 

those values when evaluating current issues. After all, as Feldman and Johnston (2014: 337) 

contend “political attitudes may have substantial heritable components”. 

Communities of practice is about learning from meeting and talking to like-minded 

people (Lave and Wenger, 1991; Wenger, 1998). Through meetings, democrats exchange 

ideas, thereby enhancing their learning and bolstering one another to protect democratic 

ideas. For example, members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), who are 

mostly democratic states, often meet to discuss common strategies for enhanced defence. 

Through member meetings, NATO adapted to the end of the Cold War and reinterpreted its 

raison d'être (Adler, 2008). The EU uses the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP) and 

European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) to speak with non-democratic states hoping that 

exchanging ideas help their democratisation (Adler, 2008: 207). 

Political psychology is linked to social learning theory and elites in democracies 

engage in bargaining and communication to agree on an outcome. However, regarding 

democracy and political psychology there has been little analysis on the political psychology 

of democratic politicians, other than analysis of a person’s acceptance of democratic values 

(Mondak, 2010: 16). It is likely that four of the big five traits of openness, conscientiousness, 

extraversion, and agreeableness (Mondak, 2010) fit the behavioural characteristics of 
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democratic elites, with only neuroticism not being a part of the social appearance of 

democratic politicians. 

The American Revolutionary War against Britain is an example of democratic 

learning. The thirteen colonies rose up against Britain because Britain refused the colonists 

representation at Westminster. Books like the Rights of Man provided the ideology and the 

slogan ‘No taxation without representation’ became the rallying cry. The American 

revolutionaries believed that a monarch – even a constitutional one – was not the best form 

of government. They advocated rule by the people, representation for the people and 

parliament as sovereign. This is a humanistic perception of learning, seeing the people as 

enlightened and free-thinking. It is an example of experiential learning because the 

Americans learnt from British colonial mistakes. There was little neighbour emulation as 

Canada and Mexico remained under British and Spanish control so it was a process of trial 

and error. The best example of this is The Federalist Papers which show arguments between 

American elites on how to form the new state. This fits social learning theory. 

2.3.1.2. Democratic Learning Types 

Democratic states with common histories, cultures and languages often transfer 

policies. Tony Blair chose the American New Deal as the framework for his Welfare to Work 

policy – rather than a European policy – because of closer British ties with America (Obinger 

et al. 2013: 121). Policy transfer increases as globalisation enhances communication 

capabilities (Dolowitz and Marsh, 1996) and policy transfer incorporates policies from other 

states into state institutions (Dolowitz and Marsh, 2000: 6, 14) and is used at the EU level 

(Radaelli, 2000; Padgett, 2003; Sissenich, 2008). Bulmer et al (2007: 11) argued that there 

are three types of EU policy transfer. Uploading is when the EU takes policy from a member 
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state. Downloading is when a member state takes policy from the EU, like the membership 

acquis communautaire. Horizontal policy transfer involves “reciprocal policy learning 

between member states.” Policy transfer is normally a process taking place in democracies.  

Lesson-drawing is an important aspect of learning in democracies. Plato remarked 

in his Laws that people should analyse other states’ legislation to see if laws could be 

transferred (Kelemen, 2015). Two historical examples highlight how lesson-drawing works in 

democracies. After the American Revolutionary War, the founding fathers analysed British 

law, taking legislation they agreed with and rejecting those they disagreed with. In his book 

Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville argued that France would have a better 

political system if it incorporated the American system (Rose, 1991a: 1).  

2.3.1.3. Democratic Diffusion 

Diffusion analyses how ideas spread across borders (Di Palma, 1990: 14, 24) but it is 

more than that. Strang (1991: 325) defined diffusion as “any process where prior adoption 

or practice in a population alters the probability of adoption for remaining non-adopters.” 

This definition explains how if one entity appropriates something it is likely others will 

follow. Diffusion can be measured by investigating how ideas spread from one entity to 

another (Strang and Brandon Tuma, 1993: 637). External factors – like economic linkage – 

allow diffusion to operate across regions, percolating states and affecting their governance. 

Increasingly a democratic state in a region leads to the democratisation of others as 

democratic ideas spread. International organisations require that a state is democratic for 

membership, making democracy the only-game-in-town forcing would-be authoritarians to 

cloak their regimes in a democratic guise (Wejnert, 2014: 21). Elkink (2011: 1654) showed 

that when one state became democratic neighbouring states quickly democratised, which 
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has been quantified repeatedly (Brinks and Coppedge, 2006; Doorenspleet, 2004; Fordham 

and Asal, 2007; Gleditsch, 2002; Gleditsch and Ward, 2006; O’Loughlin et al. 1998; Starr, 

1991; Wejnert, 2005). Gleditsch and Ward (2006: 916) found that “since 1815, the 

probability that a randomly chosen country would be a democracy is…0.75 if the majority 

of…neighbours are democracies, but only 0.14 if the majority of…neighbours are non-

democracies.” According to Kopstein and Reilly (2000: 12) “diffusion…is a complex process 

that involves information flows, networks of communication, hierarchies of influence and 

receptivity to change.” Diffusion relies on linkages and state interdependencies to assist 

idea spread (Starr, 1991: 379). 

Democratic diffusion received academic attention with the democratisation of 

Greece, Portugal and Spain. While diffusion certainly played a role in these democratic 

transitions the prize of membership of the European Community (EC)121 focused the 

attention of Greek, Portuguese and Spanish elites (Whitehead, 1986: 23) and elites were 

linked. But, this helped diffusion, making it easier for ideas to spread (Linz and Stepan, 1996: 

76).  

The concept of diffusion as conducive to democratisation came to the fore again 

with the 1989 revolutions and the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe. Mikhail 

Gorbachev retracted the Brezhnev Doctrine122, which weakened these regimes. Gorbachev’s 

perestroika (economic reform) and glasnost (political opening) reforms weakened these 

governments further (Hayden, 2006: 3-4). The 1989 Polish elections, brought the first non-

Communist government to power in 40 years, beginning a wave of change which saw the 
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 This policy allowed the Soviet Union the right to intervene in the Soviet satellite states of Eastern Europe. It 

was expounded by Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev after intervention in the 1968 Czechoslovak Prague Spring. 
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Hungarians open their border; East Germans use it to escape to West Germany and the 

collapse of the Czechoslovak regime (O’Loughlin et al. 1998: 545). The collapse of 

communism across Eastern Europe was a clear example of “emulation, demonstration, or 

modelling effects” (Starr, 1991: 357). The communist regimes were interlinked with 

common institutions and government practices and were unable to adapt to the contagion 

of democratic ideas (Bunce and Wolchik, 2006a: 10-11).  

Revolutions from 1997 to 2005 increased the literature on democratic diffusion. 

Bunce and Wolchik (2006b: 284) charted diffusion processes across Bulgaria, Romania, 

Slovakia, Croatia, Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan. Like Eastern Europe in 1989, 

ideas spread. Activists from early revolutions offered support (Bunce and Wolchik, 2006a: 5; 

Beissinger, 2007: 261). For example, the youth group, Pora, which was prominent in the 

Ukrainian Orange Revolution took ideas from Otpor after Otpor helped oust Milošević in 

2000 (Collin, 2007: 68-69).  

Diffusion allows researchers to pinpoint ideas, emphasise their importance, 

highlight how learning occurs and show diffused methods (Beissinger, 2009: 75). Democratic 

diffusion and by association democratic emulation are less about states and more about 

people. Democratic ideas are spread or emulated. 

But at times it is an assumption that because similar tactics occurred in two 

revolutions the protagonists must have learnt. Way (2008b: 57) uses the analogy of drivers 

pulling into a petrol station not because they emulate others, but because they need petrol. 

Diffusion does not account for wider issues, only concentrating on learning. Without the 

retraction of the Brezhnev Doctrine and Gorbachev’s reforms (Hayden, 2006: 3-4) the East 

European Communist regimes would likely have survived. In the Georgian (2003) and 
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Ukrainian (2004) Colour Revolutions, both Eduard Shevardnadze (Georgia) and Leonid 

Kuchma (Ukraine) were weak presidents in their final presidential terms. In Serbia, Milošević 

was weakened by Western sanctions and a NATO bombing campaign (Way, 2008b: 57).  

Nor does diffusion adequately account for why the Belarusian 2006 revolution 

failed when activists adopted practices used elsewhere (Way, 2008b: 59). Diffusion focuses 

on idea spread, failing to account for factors, like a weak incumbent regime (Way, 2008a: 

91). It fails to explain why some regimes are impervious to diffusion. One is left believing 

only ideas matter (Silitski, 2009: 87). States should be assessed individually to analyse 

causes (Way, 2008b: 55; Whitehead, 2001: 6).  

But diffusion explains a clear trend during the Colour Revolutions. Tactics, groups, 

symbols and practices were too similar to have occurred individually (Silitski, 2009: 87). 

Structural factors are important, but it is unlikely elites, groups or individuals did not look at 

other examples for a solution (Silitski, 2009: 87). Diffusion will not work if the society being 

diffused to is unreceptive, which explains why attempted revolutions have failed like in 

Belarus (Bunce and Wolchik, 2006b: 301). Linkage is important as linked states are more 

receptive to the spread of ideas (Brinks and Coppedge, 2006: 482).  

2.3.1.4. Democratic Linkage and Leverage 

The terms linkage and leverage assess links that authoritarian regimes have with 

democracies and the leverage democracies exert over the former. Linkage can be political, 

economic, or cultural (Levitsky and Way, 2005a: 23, 26; 2006b: 379). Levitsky and Way 

(2010: 87-88) contended that Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Slovakia 

democratised because of increased trade linkages with the EU allowing the EU to exert 
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leverage on them to democratise. Leverage is the pressure exerted by the West, whereas 

linkage is “the density of ties to the Western world” (Levitsky and Way, 2010: 43).  

For example, the linkage ENP states have with the EU has led to increased EU 

leverage to democratise (Fedorová, 2011: 15; Sasse, 2008). Spain is another example as 

under Francisco Franco, Spain’s linkages with the EC increased, allowing the EC to demand 

that further affiliation was preconditioned on Spanish democratisation (Calderón Martínez, 

2015: 533). To hide the authoritarian nature of a regime, elites construct a democratic 

façade (Levitsky and Way, 2005b: 520; 2006a: 207-210). Hughes and Sasse (2016) discussed 

the importance of power ideas, where elites decide on a political position and espouse 

these views. Therefore, authoritarian regimes claim that they are democratic to hide 

authoritarian consolidation behind the frontage of a ‘democratic’ system.  

Levitsky and Way’s (2005a; 2005b; 2006a; 2006b; 2010) comprehensive analysis of 

linkage and leverage provided a clear framework, but it is inflexible and static. As Tolstrup 

(2014: 10) argued linkage is not purely “fixed…by geography or history but can be altered to 

some degree.” Political actors shape linkage with external actors, contributing to leverage 

exerted on them. Gatekeeper elites in a country choose who they ally with and the linkages 

they have with others. This is important to understand democratic linkage and leverage. 

External actors provide an example that elites see benefits them (Tolstrup, 2014: 38). 

Gatekeepers are split into political, economic and cultural elites, with each having different 

opinions on which external entities to support (Tolstrup, 2014: 38). I use this fluid approach 

to linkage and leverage, as it explains competition between elites in the four case studies.   

Leverage is effective if the state being leveraged to is “economically and militarily 

weak and dependent”. To make leverage successful no alternative model should exist. The 
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leveraging state should not be seen to be enforcing its will (Burnell and Schlumberger, 2012: 

6). Without linkage, leverage does not achieve democratisation. Leverage relies on coercion, 

however mild, which regimes resist so without the diffusive element of linkage, leverage 

fails (Levitsky and Way, 2005a: 22; 2006b: 379). When the West has significant linkage over 

states, leverage, which involves sanctions, political conditionality, “diplomatic pressure, and 

military intervention,” aids democratisation (Levitsky and Way, 2005a: 21).  

In regions where the West has limited linkage, leverage is partial, and if the West is 

faced by another external model, the ineffectiveness of Western linkage and leverage 

increases. Russia has an alternative model and exerts linkage and leverage, as in Moldova 

and Transnistria, continuing the status-quo and creating competition for external influence 

in Moldova (Beyer and Wolff, 2016: 336). The Kremlin uses its influence in Transnistria to 

maintain influence on the Chișinău governments. With the conflict in Ukraine, the 

annexation of Crimea and the emergence of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) and the 

Luhansk People’s Republic (LPR) Russia exerts further leverage over Ukraine (Broers, 2016: 

379), although it is not certain that Ukraine wants the territories back.  

2.3.2. Authoritarian Learning 

Having analysed democratic learning I turn to investigate authoritarian learning. 

Firstly, I assess existing authoritarianism literature to investigate authoritarian learning and 

place it within the authoritarian literature. Secondly, I address the theoretical aspects of 

authoritarian learning, analysing social and experiential learning. Thirdly, I analyse different 

learning typologies relevant to authoritarian learning, including policy transfer, diffusion, 

linkage, emulation and lesson-drawing. 



 

106 
 

2.3.2.1. Authoritarian Learning and Authoritarian Literature 

While, no two authoritarian regimes are the same as they rely on different sectors 

of society for support and have different institutions and ways of replacing elites (Geddes, 

1999: 121) subsets of authoritarian regimes can be delineated, which share common 

characteristics, as to an extent the four case studies do. As mentioned in chapter one, 

authoritarian regimes are concerned with survival. Cheibub et al (2010: 84) found that 

authoritarian regimes “frequently succumb to internal disputes over leadership succession.” 

To alleviate this potential for violence, authoritarian regimes often renege on absolute 

power for some form of power-sharing, although violence is never far below the surface 

(Svolik, 2012: 2; Geddes, 1999: 121). Institutions help authoritarian survival, and are a way 

to co-opt others and legitimise the regime. Since the Cold War, the numbers of 

authoritarian regimes holding elections have “increased dramatically” (Wahman et al. 2013: 

26). 

Since the end of the Cold War and collapse of the Soviet Union non-democratic 

states began a democratic transition, however, this quickly slowed and democratic 

transitions often never materialised, leaving many states in a “grey zone” (Carothers, 2002). 

The four case studies are in this zone, although Belarus and Russia as established 

authoritarian regimes are leaving this zone of indeterminacy. As seen in chapter one, the 

four case studies retain authoritarian practices and try to create institutions to keep power. 

As Gerchewski (2013) contended the key to the preservation of an authoritarian regime is 

legitimation, co-option and if necessary, repression.  

Authoritarian regimes do not need to repress all the time, as this takes enormous 

capacity which few regimes have. Rather the monopoly on repression, rather than the 
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repression itself gives regimes legitimacy and a cadre willing to serve as security personnel. 

Similarly, authoritarian regimes look to improve the economy to allow the citizenry to get 

richer and, therefore, support the regime (Gandhi, 2008: 76). The fourteen security 

services123 in Belarus, for example, highlights that the Belarusian regime has the repressive 

capacity and the support of enough people to act as security service personnel. Although 

the Russian economy is increasingly state-owned124, the Kremlin has allowed people to get 

richer, travel and spend their earnings on the latest technology and fashion, thereby 

increasing regime legitimacy125.  

Institutions in authoritarian regimes serve as legitimation and co-option structures 

and are a controlled arrangement, allowing the authorities to regulate which groups are 

allowed entry (Brownlee, 2007: 3). For instance, parliaments provide a democratic façade, 

while giving supporters rent access and patronage, allowing these groups access to power 

(Gandhi and Przeworski, 2007; Lust-Okar, 2005). As well as being useful for bringing in more 

supporters, institutions induce trust between elites as there is regular interaction. It is easily 

seen if there is non-compliance by factions in implementing policies (Svolik, 2012: 87). While 

institutions like parliaments reduce the power of a leader, these structures increase power-

sharing giving others a stake in regime survival. Institutions invoke trust, a necessity if the 

leader is to survive and not suffer a palace-coup (Svolik, 2012: 2). Parliaments are ideal for 

increasing regime survival as the authorities can select those permitted to enter (Gandhi, 
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2008: 78). The Russian regime has been proficient at co-opting outside groups into 

parliament and offering them patronage. 

However, by allowing other factions into power, the regime has to accept policy 

concessions, which can lead to a change of stance on an issue (Gandhi, 2008: 78). To reduce 

“threats within the ruling elite” (Gandhi and Przeworski, 2007: 1288), authoritarian leaders 

often set-up “inner sanctums where real decisions are made” away from the trappings of a 

parliament, and where the leader can rely on trusted allies to help make key decisions. An 

inner sanctum reduces the possibility of other elites taking control (Gandhi, 2008: 20), and 

allows the leader and key allies to keep power while giving other elites a say in the running 

of the state (Svolik, 2012: 54). As seen in chapter six, the presidential administrations in 

Belarus and Russia serve as inner sanctums, proposing legislation that the parliaments pass. 

Putin has a close coterie of allies who retain power and while Lukashenka does not have 

such associates, people remain close to him. 

Elections provide legitimacy and co-option, thereby ensuring regime survival. By 

controlling a political party the leader protects his position, as a political party comes with 

supporters willing to shield the leader (Geddes, 2006). Elections allow the regime to test its 

survival skills, as authoritarian regimes can ascertain how popular the regime is over the 

course of a number of elections. Elections can show how effective the regime’s get-out-the-

vote tactics are, and establish how popular the opposition are among the wider populace 

(Gandhi, 2008: 167). As seen in chapter one, all four case studies have attempted to co-opt 

others through elections.  

Hadenius and Teorell (2007) found that authoritarian regimes holding multi-party 

elections were likely to collapse. However, they do not explain whether those multiple 
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parties are regime-controlled or not. If a regime is competing with independent parties then 

it is likely to be unable to control the electoral system and stifle non-regime parties. Few 

regimes unable to control the opposition and elections would survive. This explains events 

in Moldova and Ukraine where regimes compete with a viable opposition, thereby failing to 

consolidate power. In regimes capable of controlling elections and running the façade of 

multi-party elections, like the Kremlin, elections help reduce tensions over power-sharing, 

helping authoritarian regimes survive (Svolik, 2012: 97). Those authoritarian regimes with 

institutions like parliaments are likely to have a long tenure (Svolik, 2012: 111). It is why 

authoritarian regimes risk holding elections and allowing other factions into the regime as it 

alleviates tensions.  

Patronal politics is relevant to understanding how the four case studies work. Hale 

(2015: 9-10) saw patronal politics as “where individuals organize their political and 

economic pursuits primarily around the personalized exchange of concrete rewards and 

punishment through chains of actual acquaintance.” Power resides with persons who have 

the capacity to enforce it, and these people act as patrons to “a large and dependent base 

of clients” (Hale, 2015: 10). Within patronal societies, politics “revolves chiefly around 

personalized relationships joining extended networks of patrons and clients, and political 

struggle tends to take the form of competition among different patron-client networks” 

(Hale, 2015: 21).  

Patronal politics is relevant to understanding the four case studies as it explains the 

structures in each state and accounts for why regimes in Belarus and Russia have been 

better at maintaining power than in Moldova and Ukraine. Hale (2015: 64) finds that in 

some states where patronal politics exists there is a single pyramid, with a chief patron – 
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usually the state leader – in power, and with other pyramids marginalised or eradicated. By 

contrast, other countries have competing pyramids where there are multiple pyramids all 

competing for power.  

Lukashenka has developed a single level pyramid with himself as the ultimate 

arbiter. With the Belarusian regime having a high coercive capacity and relying on 

repression to maintain power126, the authorities enforce a single regime pyramid. As seen in 

chapter one, the regime by using disappearances, opposition co-option and the promotion 

of mistrust among opposition activists (Tretyuk, 2001; Radio Svoboda, 2016; Shraibman, 

2016d) has eliminated alternatives to Lukashenka’s single pyramid. Within the regime, 

Lukashenka moves people from role to role to reduce their ability to build separate power 

bases. This promotes loyalty as Lukashenka is the final arbiter, so elites remain loyal hoping 

that they get a new role127. 

The Kremlin also has a single pyramid structure, although there is more obvious 

factionalism in the Kremlin then in Belarus. There is a reason there has been much work on 

describing the competing factions in the Kremlin, from the factions representing the 

Kremlin’s towers (Pribylovskiy, 2007), to a planet model (Ledeneva, 2013: 60), to a Politburo 

2.0 (Minchenko Consulting, 2017), or finally a royal court (Haase, 2012). Russian elites 

congregate around a particular resource, say oil, and compete for power, with Putin acting 

as the final arbitrator128. The 2018 jailing of Aleksei Ulyukayev appeared to be a factional 
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war between the Siloviki and modernisers, with the Siloviki129 led by Sechin moving against 

the modernisers fearing that the Kremlin may instigate modernising economic reforms, 

which would reduce the business empire of the Siloviki (Galeotti, 2018c). Similarly, in 2019 

groups in the FSB were arrested on corruption charges, and for attempting to exert control 

over businesses, which was a turf war between different factions (Lenta.ru, 2019), and 

emphasises that different groups close to the regime engage in maintaining their own 

interests. However, the Kremlin has remained a single pyramid regime (Hale, 2015: 291), 

although factions within the government look after their own interests.  

Although Moldova is geographically small, with elites knowing one another for 

decades, elites are heavily factionalised in what appears to be a number of clans130. In 

Moldova, the concept of cumătrism is how ‘godparents’ help those in their ‘family’ 

(Getmanchuk et al. 2012). Clients are promoted by their patrons to important positions in 

the state. They run these institutions not in the interests of the state, but in the interests of 

their patron. Cumătria networks infect the state and shape state institutions (Knott, 2014). 

Although President Voronin tried to construct a single pyramid, competition in Moldovan 

politics meant that other pyramids could operate and deny the dominant patron power 

(Hale, 2015: 409). Plahotniuc also tried to create a single pyramid using his financial 

resources to buy other politicians131 and creating a cartel with President Dodon132 having 
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worked with Dodon since the 2000s under the PCRM (Jurnal.md, 2016b). However, it 

appears that it was a cartel of convenience (Całus, 2018b). Plahotniuc’s growing control, and 

attempts to control elections (Całus, 2018b), resulted in an unlikely coalition between 

ACUM and the PSRM, which ousted the PDM. After attempts to ignore the loss of power, 

the PDM finally moved into opposition (Negura, 2019), with Plahotniuc leaving Moldova 

(Cezar, 2019). In Moldova, there are periods where regimes try to create a single power 

pyramid, but they cannot reduce other pyramids.  

As in Moldova, Ukraine has competing pyramids and patrons. Kuchma established a 

dominant pyramid, although there were alternatives. In the run-up to the 2004 presidential 

election, Kuchma who had served his constitutionally limited two terms as president had to 

nominate a successor. By naming Yanukovych his successor, Kuchma alienated other 

supporters who felt that Yanukovych would take their rents. Kyivan and Dnipro elites had 

long competed with the Donetsk clan which had Yanukovych as its political head. Fearing 

that Yanukovych would give greater power and resources to others in the Donetsk clan, the 

other factions began supporting Yushchenko (Hale, 2015: 184-185). This weakened the 

regime enough to make the 2004 Orange Revolution successful.  

Yanukovych did become president in 2010 and began creating a ‘family’ of allies 

and actual family members (Motyl, 2012; Korrespondent.net, 2013; Konończuk, 2016). The 

creation of the ‘family,’ its propensity to enrich members to the detriment of other clans 

(Wilson, 2014b), and the violence exerted by the Yanukovych regime alienated other 
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factions (Hale, 2015: 235). Having reduced the number of pro-regime clans from eleven to 

two (Åslund, 2012), other factions who had been in the regime began supporting protesters 

during the Euromaidan (Neef, 2014). If Yanukovych had built his pyramid subtly as Kuchma 

did, then it is likely he would have survived the 2013-2014 protests, but his impatience and 

thuggery led to his fall (Hale, 2015: 238). Yanukovych may well go down in history as the 

only leader to lose power twice during revolutions.  

Although, Poroshenko began creating a ‘family’ (Politeka.net, 2016), he was subtler 

than Yanukovych, attempting to exert control over others one-by-one133. Poroshenko was 

unable to create anything resembling a single pyramid as Kuchma had nearly achieved, as 

unlike Kuchma, Poroshenko was never seen as a “godfather” by other patrons. Kuchma was 

perceived as the final arbiter between competing factions, but Poroshenko was never 

viewed as the final mediator134.  

 Patronal politics and its analogies of single or competing pyramids provides a 

relevant framework for understanding the four case studies and why these four states are 

not as authoritarian as each other. Moldova and Ukraine have competing pyramids with 

different factions contending for power. This creates what Way (2015a) calls pluralism by 

default, where there is significant competition for power, but democracy is lacking. This is 

why I classify both regimes as competitive authoritarian, as there is always a possibility, 

especially during elections, that the incumbent regime may lose power.  
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By contrast, Belarus and Russia have more established authoritarian regimes, with 

elections as merely vote getting exercises for the regimes. Elections help each regime test 

their capabilities, and act as legitimisation exercises. Both Belarus and Russia fit into the 

rubric of electoral authoritarianism, where regimes have institutions which maintain state 

repression and structures that are representative. Both sets of institutions are strong and 

help the regime ensure it not only survives but thrives (Schedeler, 2013: 54-55). Electoral 

authoritarian regimes hold elections, but these are violated so profoundly that any 

democratic content “of freedom and fairness” are impeded (Schedler, 2002a: 3). Electoral 

authoritarianism is by definition a “stage performance” (Schedler, 2013: 102). By holding 

elections, electoral authoritarian regimes hope to gain legitimacy both internationally and 

domestically. Legitimacy means that regimes do not need to rely on repression, and if 

legitimacy can be gained without needing a competitive election than even better (Schedler, 

2002b: 36-37). For instance, in Russia, elections allow the regime to ascertain whether the 

power vertikal’ is effective, whether regional elites are efficient at getting the regime 

victory, especially in national contests, and for the promotion of promising cadres (Krastev 

and Holmes, 2012: 37). Electoral authoritarianism can be split into two types: hegemonic 

and competitive electoral authoritarianism. The distinction is minimal between both, 

especially as Belarus and Russia’s democracy scores, as seen earlier, have recently 

coalesced. However, hegemonic authoritarian regimes are those that “are invincible” and 

where the electoral setting is useful “for the self-representation and self-reproduction of 

power” (Schedler, 2002b: 47). By contrast, competitive electoral authoritarian regiems are 

those that hold competitive elections, but only opposition parties lose (Schedler, 2002b: 47). 

Increasingly the distinction between what Bealrus and what Russia are is becoming blurred, 

but histrocially the Belarusian regime was closer to a hegemonic electoral authoritarian 
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regime and the Kremlin was more akin to a competitive electoral authoritarian regime. 

However, there is a distinction between competitive electoral authoritarianism and 

competitive authoritarianism as in the latter the regime face the possibility of losing power, 

whereas in the former it is only the opposition that loses. Therefore, Bealrus and Russia are 

different tyoes of electortal authoritarian regimes, although the distinction is becoming 

increasingly distorted, and Moldova and Ukraine are competitive authoritarian regimes. 

Much of the authoritarianism literature has centred on ways that authoritarian 

regimes survive. The creation of institutions, like parliaments, is a way for authoritarian 

regimes to establish power-sharing mechanisms which reduce the likelihood of competition 

for power and possible regime collapse. Parliaments allow authoritarian regimes to spread 

rent access, co-opt others and offer regime legitimacy. Elections serve a similar purpose, 

acting as a tool of co-option and legitimacy. Authoritarian learning is another survival 

strategy. Through learning from external and internal examples, authoritarian regimes are 

better able to ensure their survival. However, because not all authoritarian regimes are as 

authoritarian as others they do not control institutions, making holding onto power harder. 

While this is the case, these regimes do learn, and as the Freedom House data in chapter 

one showed, there are periods in Moldova and Ukraine of attempted authoritarian 

consolidation. It is likely that learning is a key part of these periods as regimes look to 

external and internal examples for support.  

2.3.2.2. Authoritarian Learning Theories 

Unlike democratic learning which incorporates humanistic theory, authoritarian 

learning is less concerned with humanistic learning because of the power it gives the public 

and the theoretical requirement in humanistic theory that the populace is allowed to make 
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informed decisions. It is unlikely that an authoritarian regime concerned with survival would 

countenance a free election where voters could be the decision-holders. As mentioned in 

chapter one, the Kremlin is worried about the populace becoming disaffected, which is why 

the authorities retain a large repressive structure135. It is likely that other authoritarian 

regimes have similar concerns, and so other than worrying what may cause mass protests, 

authoritarian regimes do not take public opinion into account. Therefore, I do not include 

humanistic theory, analysing only experiential and social learning theories.  

Experiential learning is relevant to authoritarian learning as it allows governments 

to test methods to see which work. To keep control, authoritarian regimes use resources to 

analyse the best ways to keep power. The Belarusian preventive counter-revolution that 

began after 2001 is a good example of testing, with Belarus being the post-Soviet testing-

ground for best practices (Wilson, 2011a: 209), which other regimes then copied.  

Social learning theory is applicable because it analyses learning from observing the 

failures and successes of the past, both internally and externally through discerning the 

social environment. For example, the Kremlin learnt from observing the Soviet collapse, 

ascertaining that the Soviet economy had failed, while the Soviet authorities had not made 

necessary reforms at the right time, and the promotion of nationalism in the Soviet 

republics also contributed to the collapse (Gazeta.ru, 2016b).  

Habitus which fits with social learning is about how people react to the present 

from memories of their past. Hill and Gaddy (2015: 89) show that Putin was involved in 

gangs during his youth in Leningrad, and during that time learnt sambo and then judo, using 
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these to survive a difficult youth and the St. Petersburg of the 1990s (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 

7, 78-79). It is why Putin today retains a close group of allies, many of whom he grew up 

with or worked with, and who between them control many state structures and businesses 

(Ledeneva, 2013; Glazunov, 2016; Dawisha, 2014). Similarly, in Belarus, Moldova and 

Ukraine where elites were shaped by the Soviet period and the 1990s, the authorities 

consist of small close-knit groups136. In Ukraine, Poroshenko made decisions with a close 

circle of allies, relying on them and wanting absolute loyalty (Butkevych, 2016a; 2016b)137, 

and Yanukovych also created a close-knit ‘family’ of allies, placing personnel from Donets’k 

and especially from the towns of Yenakiyevo and Horlivka in positions of power across the 

state. As Yanukovych was raised in Yenakiyevo and Horlivka, he trusted cadres from there 

(Wynnyckyj, 2019: 45). In Belarus, the original clan from Mahileu (Mogilev) who came with 

Lukashenka have been replaced by a small clique around Sheiman138. Likewise, in Moldova, 

each regime has relied on allies of the leader, although elites move between regimes, 

reducing loyalty139. 

Another area of importance is political psychology for understanding authoritarian 

learning. While a person’s consciousness is shaped by social and cultural factors, politics 

does shape personality (Tileagă, 2013: 48), although societal and cultural factors are more 

crucial for shaping political disposition. Fromm (1941) found that people when facing an 
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unclear world want a strong hand and are more willing to accept an authoritarian regime. 

Rokeach (1960) and Wilkinson (1972) found that people who were anxious about the 

modern world were likely to have authoritarian characteristics. It is threat perception that 

contributes to a person becoming more authoritarian in their behaviour, with those already 

considered authoritarian becoming ever more punitive (Feldman and Stenner, 1997: 746, 

761-762). When facing a threat though authoritarians increase “the connections between 

their predispositions, and their political and social attitudes,” with categories like 

intolerance increasing when there is the perception of a threat (Feldman and Stenner, 1997: 

764-765). Although discussing Hungary, Todosijević and Enyedi (2008) are right to argue 

that the 1990s created dislocation in public perception that made some susceptible to 

supporting an authoritarian leader. However, this harks back to the surveys mentioned in 

chapter one with the political psychology literature concentrating on public 

authoritarianism, rather than authoritarian leaders.  

However, it is possible to use political psychology to understand authoritarian 

learning. As seen, authoritarian learning is ultimately about survival, as regimes look to 

make certain their persistence. Therefore, it is likely that authoritarian leaders display 

aggressive and anxious tendencies (Todosijević and Enyedi, 2003). While the latter is 

difficult to show here, Lukashenka retains close ties to the KDB and the interior ministry 

because he trusts many of its top personnel. He even receives advice on economic policy 

from both structures140, highlighting an anxious tendency and attempts to reduce it through 

support from trusted groups. Chapter one showed that the Belarusian and Russian regimes 
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especially have a high repressive capacity, which is similar to the aggressive characteristic. 

Authoritarian regimes rapidly mobilise when facing a threat (Feldman, 2003: 67).  

Measuring what constitutes a threat is outside the remit of this thesis, but 

authoritarian regimes likely perceive the majority of circumstances as threatening which 

induces learning to improve the survival chances of the regime. Although it is difficult to 

pinpoint an authoritarian personality and differentiate it from personality, history and the 

“personal and organisational context” (Tileagă, 2013: 54) psychology likely plays a role, 

although it remains a topic needing further analysis. 

In order to explain the relevance of political psychology I investigate the example of 

Putin. Hill and Gaddy (2015) produced an excellent analysis of Putin that assesses his 

biography and how Putin’s past shapes Putin’s present actions. This fits with the wider 

literature on habitus. Taylor (2018) has advocated that there is a code of Putinism and 

understanding the psychology of Putin – and his close allies – determines the current 

actions of the Kremlin. Putin met many of his close associates during his Komitet 

Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti (KGB) days or in the dojo in Leningrad. Many of the key 

personnel in the regime have a strong “desire to establish control” (Taylor, 2018: 23) at all 

costs. It is why the regime has struggled “for total control” over state institutions and the 

media and civil society while restricting the non-regime opposition (Kynev, 2015: 7). It is 

why the system has built in protections to limit the chances of non-regime approved people 

standing in and winning elections and the Kremlin can “manually regulate election results by 

cutting off unwanted candidates” (Rybakova, 2015: 1). On top of the KGB role, Putin was a 

bureaucrat in the 1990s and early 2000s and so order and stability remain important in his 

thinking. It is why Putin instigated the power vertikal’ almost immediately after coming to 
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power in 2000. It is also why the Kremlin has been so averse to revolutions, as these 

threaten order and stability (Taylor, 2018: 25). As early as 2001, Putin (2001a) stated that he 

did not want any further revolutions in Russia. During the Euromaidan, Putin (2014d) spoke 

of “terror,” “chaos” and “bacchanalia” when describing events in Ukraine, portraying the 

protests as an “unconstitutional coup and seizure of power by force of arms.” As this 

example shows, stability and order are important in Kremlin thinking. This example of the 

psychology of personnel in the Kremlin and in particular Putin emphasises the extent of 

authoritarian characteristics in the Russian regime, with the need for control, stability and 

order. 

Communities of practice remain under-analysed regarding authoritarianism, but if 

they operate in democracies then they exist in authoritarian regimes. Communities of 

practice is about groups consisting of like-minded individuals discussing ideas. It is not too 

difficult to imagine authoritarian elites doing this. If authoritarian leaders want to maintain 

power at all costs then it is likely they talk to one another.  

Although, Wenger et al (2002: 15) wrote about short and long-term necessities of 

communities of practice in business their argument is a check-list for authoritarian regimes. 

An authoritarian community of practice helps members with pressing issues. Each can spend 

less time finding a solution by sharing ideas. As they have support from a like-minded 

community they can be daring in crushing dissent. It is likely that authoritarian learning is 

networked with authoritarian regimes collaborating with one another, engaging in dialogue 

and training methods, sharing policies, best practices, and learning from one another. 

Therefore, authoritarian learning involves agency with actors working independently and 

making their own choices.  



 

121 
 

2.3.2.2. Authoritarian Learning Types 

Authoritarian regimes transfer policies. The Kremlin took parts of the German and 

New Zealand mixed-majoritarian electoral systems to create an electoral system that 

retained the current system in power141. The 2014 Ukrainian dictatorship laws are another 

example of policy transfer as much of the legislation was taken from earlier Belarusian and 

Russian legislation (Coynash, 2014; Wilson, 2014a; Snyder, 2014; Koshkina, 2015a: 173).  

Although policy transfer in authoritarian regimes remains little studied, authoritarian 

regimes take policies from other states to consolidate power. If reinterpreted from its 

democratic-centric analysis policy transfer is useful for understanding authoritarian 

learning. 

2.3.2.3. Authoritarian Diffusion 

 Although authoritarian learning is networked with elites collaborating with one 

another, sharing best practices and experience, learning and with the security services 

training together there is also significant diffusion. Strang (1991: 325) defined diffusion as 

“any process where prior adoption or practice in a population alters the probability of 

adoption for remaining non-adopters.” While, a minimalist definition it focuses on the 

process by which diffusion occurs. Put another way, without X there would not be Y 

(Ambrosio and Tolstrup, 2019). This is important for understanding authoritarian learning, 

which is inductive with the inference that X, or Xs, leads to Y. If for example, one regime 

passes restrictive NGO legislation the probability that other authoritarian regimes will pass a 

similar laws increases. Since 1992, there has been increasing restrictive NGO legislation 
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across the globe, pointing to the diffusion of restrictive legislation142. It is likely that the 

2012 Russian foreign agents law was diffused, as restrictive NGO legislation occurred later in 

Azerbaijan (2013), Tajikistan (2014), Kazakhstan (2016), Ukraine (2017) and China (2017). 

According to McAdam et al (2001: 333), diffusion “involves the transfer of information along 

established lines of interaction.” In understanding authoritarian learning, diffusion spreads 

ideas down a network and actors connected through networks copy ideas from others 

(McAdam et al. 2001: 335).    

Researchers have begun to investigate the authoritarian reaction to the Colour 

Revolutions (Ambrosio, 2007; 2009; Ó Beacháin and Polese, 2010; Polese and Ó Beacháin, 

2011; Finkel and Brudy, 2012a; 2012b; Horvath, 2013; Koesel and Bunce, 2013). Gel’man 

and Lankina (2008) started the analysis by investigating authoritarian diffusion in Russian 

regions. They found that regions bordering established authoritarian regimes became 

authoritarian. By contrast, those that bordered EU Member states were fairly democratic 

(Gel’man and Lankina, 2008: 56).  

After this sub-national level analysis, Ambrosio (2010) assessed the national level 

arguing that authoritarian regimes use diffusion, rather than, conditionality or integration. If 

diffusion is where “policy decisions of one government alter the conditions under which 

other governments base their decisions” (Elkins and Simmons, 2005: 7) then it is probable 

authoritarian regimes diffuse ideas and seek models to copy (Ambrosio, 2010: 382). This 

location is done through appropriateness and effectiveness. Appropriateness is based on 

norms “in which certain ideas and practices are legitimized.” Effectiveness is how regimes 
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gauge previous models using “the experiences of others as the foundation for choice” 

(Ambrosio, 2012: 383).  

Authoritarian diffusion like its democratic counterpart is largely regional. But due to 

the Internet, authoritarian regimes are learning from others (Bank, 2017: 2). However, 

authoritarian diffusion remains largely limited to a state’s geographical region and close 

neighbours (Bank, 2017: 7). Weyland (2016: 221) showed that even in the 1848 revolutions 

the Prussian Kingdom learnt from the failure of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and how other 

states reacted through letter writing. De la Torre (2017: 1280) showed that Hugo Chávez’s 

attempts to export Venezuelan Bolivarianism largely failed apart from Bolivia and Ecuador 

which were more susceptible to these ideas as incumbent regimes had similar outlooks. 

During the Cold War authoritarian regimes collaborated and diffused ideas to ideologically 

compatible regimes and this continued with post-Cold War authoritarian regimes (Weyland, 

2017a: 1236; 2017b).  

This focus on the regional is important to understand authoritarian diffusion. As 

seen with democratic diffusion, various scholars have shown that once one state in a region 

becomes democratic, others follow (Elkink, 2011: 1654; Brinks and Coppedge, 2006; 

Doorenspleet, 2004; Fordham and Asal, 2007; Gleditsch, 2002; Gleditsch and Ward, 2006; 

O’Loughlin et al. 1998; Starr, 1991; Wejnert, 2005). Authoritarian regimes are likely to be 

wary of such an eventuality and so collaborate to eliminate democracy taking hold in a 

region. They construct regional institutions allowing them to cooperate to bolster their 

regimes.  

Kneuer and Demmelhuber (2016) and Kneuer et al (2019) contended that 

authoritarian regimes practice this institutional construction to support each other. By 



 

124 
 

creating what they term authoritarian gravity centres, one authoritarian regime acts as a 

source of reference for others, creating a cluster of authoritarian regimes. As Bader et al 

(2010: 84) argued authoritarian regimes have become a source of inspiration for others. 

Authoritarian gravity centres are important models, which is relevant for the four cases as 

with two authoritarian regimes in Belarus and Russia, it is likely other regimes have a model 

of reference and support if required.  

In the post-Soviet space, the literature concentrates on how the Kremlin tries to 

limit the spread of democratic ideas (Ambrosio, 2007; Koesel and Bunce, 2013) with a focus 

on ideas spread by trade (Obydenkova and Libman, 2012; 2015) and diffusion proofing 

(Koesel and Bunce, 2013). However, there has also been analysis away from Russia with Max 

Bader (2014) showing that other post-Soviet states copied Russian electoral legislation, and 

Hall (2017b) highlighting that the Kremlin diffused ideas from Belarus in the 2000s to 

counter a possible Colour Revolution in Moscow. On the one hand, the literature shows how 

authoritarian regimes copy other’s successful consolidation. On the other hand, 

authoritarian regimes want to limit the spread of outside ideas. Authoritarian regimes are 

involved in diffusion and stopping counter-diffusive ideas.  

With diffusion, there is the potential for citing spurious examples, where regimes 

arrived at the same conclusion independently of one another. However, there are a number 

of areas that can be utilised to ignore spurious cases and concentrate on genuine examples. 

Existing focus on authoritarian diffusion has analysed “convergent outcomes between two 

or more political units” and “connections between elites and later adopters” (Ambrosio and 

Tolstrup, 2019). For instance, Max Bader (2014) analysed the convergence and connection 

aspects of diffusion when investigating electoral systems, but failed to assess mechanisms 



 

125 
 

for diffusion, on which there has been limited focus (Ambrosio and Tolstrup, 2019). To 

improve our understanding of authoritarian diffusion and learning there are a number of 

methodological areas that need addressing, such as strong case selection, better causal 

process, acceptance that some data may be missing and the use of process-tracing 

(Ambrosio and Tolstrup, 2019). These shall be returned to in chapter three.  

There is debate as to the strength of diffusion, and whether it is a concrete 

phenomenon. Ambrosio and Tolstrup (2019) argue that diffusion does not require “any 

intentionality on the part of the policy innovator and can occur through simple 

demonstration affects.” This is similar to the notion of “90% of what to do can be found on 

Google143,” which while indeed true, does not provide a full picture. While, authoritarian 

regimes do look at others, copy other policies, legislation, and engage in Internet searching, 

there is clear evidence of meetings at summits to discuss “best practices and learn new 

policy solutions to common governance problems such as corruption…social unrest, and 

dealing with international NGOs and media organizations” (Teets, 2014: 177). Therefore, 

authoritarian learning involves a far stronger process then just diffusion. 

Agency is an important aspect of authoritarian learning, with elites deciding what 

they learn. Consequently, an important aspect of agency is emulation. Through observation, 

people learn about the environment in which they live. McAdam et al (2001: 335) contends 

that actors are aware of earlier actions by others but make a conscious decision whether 

they implement that action or not. Stroschein (2012) found that Romanian elites had 

difficulty mobilising their different publics for protests because the public refused to 

demonstrate. Although, Karimov may be a hero for Putin (Zygar, 2016: 107) because of his 
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actions in crushing protests in Andijon, only one other post-Soviet state has resorted to 

mass violence since 2005. Other post-Soviet regimes have used violence to crush dissent, 

but they have not shot protesters. Even the Kremlin has refrained from this, as even in 2019 

it worries about its perception in the West, although that is decreasing144. Until February 

2014, Karimov’s actions in 2005 were an outlier; however, the possible pressure exerted by 

the Kremlin on Bankova explains why Yanukovych ordered the Berkut to open fire on 

protesters (Makarenko, 2016). Currently, in the post-Soviet space, there have been few 

takers for the Karimov model of crushing dissent, emphasising that actors make choices 

about what they learn. Therefore, emulation helps explain why actors do not all make the 

same decisions, partially accounting for why Moldova and Ukraine are not as authoritarian 

as Belarus and Russia.   

2.3.2.4. Authoritarian Linkage but not leverage… 

As seen earlier, the greater the linkage democracies have with authoritarian 

regimes, the increased likelihood that the democratic state exerts leverage over the 

authoritarian polity. Linkage can be political, economic and cultural (Levitsky and Way, 

2005a: 23, 26; 2006b: 379). These linkages allow the democratic state to exert leverage over 

the authoritarian regime, resulting in the latter’s democratisation (Levitsky and Way, 2010).  

The focus of linkage and leverage has centred on the role democratic states play in 

democratising authoritarian states. However, Tolstrup (2014) by focusing on gatekeeper 

elites, provides a good framework for understanding how linkage and leverage operate 

between authoritarian regimes. Gatekeeper elites choose external actors and select 
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authoritarian external actors due to incentives and common linkages. Tolstrup (2014: 38) 

divides gatekeeper elites into political, economic and cultural groups, meaning they could 

be divided between partnering with authoritarian or democratic external actors. This is 

relevant to the case studies, as Moldova and Ukraine have elites divided into Kremlin 

supporters on the one side and EU supporters on the other. These divisions allow external 

actors to exert linkage and leverage and shape how the state functions.  

Russia is the prominent actor in the post-Soviet region. There is linkage, but not 

necessarily leverage which implies coercion. Authoritarian regimes concerned about losing 

power will not willingly be coerced. The Belarusian and Kazakh regimes have fought Russian 

attempts at political integration in the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) (Strzelecki, 2016).  

Cameron and Ornstein (2012) assessed Russian linkage and leverage, but future 

analysis needs to delve deeper. Like democratic linkage and leverage, its authoritarian 

equivalent assesses links between states through economic, diplomatic, cultural, historical 

ties, geographical proximity, trade relations and migrant flows between states. Schmotz and 

Tansey (2018) contend that in regions with many authoritarian regimes there will be 

significant political, economic and social ties, leading to learning and dialogue. These ties 

bind and create vested interests which help diffusion and cooperation, leading to 

authoritarian consolidation (Koehler et al. 2016; Tansey et al. 2017: 1228).  

Linkage is more important than leverage as linkages between states are conducive 

to reinforcing the present system. It leads to diffusion, copying and sharing. As Brownlee 

(2017: 1335) contends, the greater linkages authoritarian regimes have with one another 

the greater chance ideas will spread and aid regime survival. Authoritarian regimes have 

increased trade and linkages with one another in “an intentional move to close ranks 
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internationally” (Tansey et al. 2017: 1231). Geographical proximity is important as regimes 

look to what is occurring regionally and diffuse best practices to protect themselves 

(Weyland, 2010: 1165).  

Some authoritarian regimes protect others from democratisation. Russia has acted 

as a counter-hegemon to the West in the post-Soviet space (Beyer and Wolff, 2016: 336; 

Broers, 2016: 379) and bolstered other regimes against Western influence (Ambrosio, 2009; 

Lebanidze, 2014: 204). Support often happens during elections helping the incumbent show 

invincibility, maintain elite unity and weaken possible protests. By protecting other regimes 

a possible domino effect leading to the collapse of authoritarian regimes in a region is 

averted (Tolstrup, 2015a: 674). 

In the 2006 Belarusian presidential election, the Kremlin supported Lukashenka as 

it feared a new Colour Revolution. It offered Lukashenka financial support, showing 

Belarusian voters that the Kremlin supported Minsk. The Russian security service, the 

Federal’naya Sluzhba Bezopasnosti (FSB), collaborated with the KDB to restrict opposition 

information reaching Belarus. The Kremlin countered Western calls for free elections, 

stating that the West should not meddle in Belarusian internal affairs (Tolstrup, 2015a: 684-

685). Tolstrup (2015b) showed that authoritarian governments use secessionist regions in 

neighbouring states to maintain influence. The Kremlin does this in Moldova and Ukraine 

(Broers, 2016: 379; Beyer and Wolff, 2016: 336). 

Silitski (2010: 341) argued that there was an authoritarian international between 

Belarus and Russia, but this sounds too much like the ideological communist international. 

Other researchers have advocated the concept of authoritarian promotion (Brady, 2016: 

190; Burnell, 2010; Kurlantzick, 2013; Lankina et al. 2016: 1603; Melnykovska et al. 2012; 
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Vanderhill, 2013; 2014; Yakouchyk, 2016). But if it exists it is “more opportunistic than 

strategic” (von Soest, 2015: 624). Yakouchyk (2016) writes about active and passive 

autocracy promotion. Active autocracy promotion involves measures to weaken 

democracies or strengthen authoritarian incumbents. Passive promotion uses economic, 

financial and diplomatic means to help other regimes (Yakouchyk, 2016: 200). Melnykovska 

et al (2012: 750) argue that the Central Asian states are susceptible to Russian and Chinese 

autocracy promotion because they are fully consolidated autocracies. Vanderhill (2013: 76) 

contends that Putin helped Lukashenka consolidate power.  

However, examples like these highlight the problem of authoritarian promotion. 

Melnykovska et al (2012) fail to explain how the fully consolidated authoritarian regimes of 

Central Asia require Russian authoritarian promotion. Rather than promotion – which is 

unlikely to occur in fully authoritarian states – the Kremlin offered support to keep 

authoritarian regimes in power in these states. It is a similar misconception for Vanderhill 

(2013: 76). With a focus on Putin, she misses the point that the Belarusian regime had 

consolidated before Putin became president. Certainly, there remained a threat in 2006 that 

the Belarusian regime might collapse, but rather than promotion, the Kremlin bolstered 

Lukashenka. Russia engages in the bolstering of other regimes, not promotion (Ambrosio, 

2010). Promotion relies on someone knowing that they are doing it, which makes passive 

promotion an oxymoron (Tansey, 2016b: 147-148). Authoritarian promotion literature fails 

to explain promotion aims. The Kremlin is more concerned with influencing neighbours than 

promoting authoritarianism (Way, 2015b: 692). In contrast to the foreign policy of some 

Western states which has been driven by democracy promotion, this is not true for the 
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Kremlin which may support authoritarian regimes (Babayan, 2015: 439-440; Tansey, 2016a: 

11), but this is not authoritarian promotion (Way, 2015b: 694-695).  

Existing literature on authoritarian promotion is vague, leading to 

“conceptualizations…so loose that the utility of the concept begins to wash away” (Tansey, 

2016b: 143). As Brownlee (2017) showed, while authoritarian resurgence and promotion is a 

possibility and in some circumstances a real phenomenon, when speaking about 

authoritarian promotion into established authoritarian regimes it is an inaccurate label. 

While states have backslid on democracy this is not because of authoritarian promotion but 

because these states had weak institutions and fell below the “established economic 

threshold for sustained democracy” (Brownlee, 2017: 1340). Instead of authoritarian 

promotion, one should refer to authoritarian regimes bolstering each other (Ambrosio, 

2009), or offering support (Yakouchyk, 2018) 

In the wider context, international organisations and states engage in democratic 

conditionality. There are no international organisations or states openly advocating 

authoritarian conditionality (Tansey, 2016a: 30), although as investigated in chapter six, 

post-Soviet regional organisations while not openly advocating authoritarian conditionality 

do support members. While some authoritarian regimes counter external pressures they do 

not actively promote authoritarianism as fascist Italy, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union 

did (Tansey, 2016a: 52-53). As Bader et al (2010) argue autocracy promotion is opaque.  

It is hard to argue that linkage and leverage explain authoritarian learning due to 

reliance on some form of coercion but there are relevant aspects. Babayan (2015: 441) is 

correct that neighbouring regimes passively learn from Russia – or through contagion – 

rather than coercion. After the Russo-Georgian (2008) and current Ukrainian war (2014-) 
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other post-Soviet regimes are wary of Russian linkage. Linkage is integral to learning but 

leverage relies on soft coercion, which is not conducive to learning as people do not learn 

when coerced.  

2.3.2.5. Authoritarian Persuasion 

Persuasion is crucial to authoritarian survival, as getting the majority of the public 

onside reduces the necessity to revert to mass repression at every eventuality isolates the 

actual opposition and gives the regime legitimacy and a large support-base. As stated in 

chapter one, the Belarusian and Russian regimes initiated social contracts to increase their 

support among the populace. In Belarus, the regime tries to maintain near-universal 

employment, giving jobs on the understanding that the public do not protest (Pranevičiūtė-

Nelipšienė and Maksimiuk, 2012: 114; Artsiomenka and Charvonenka, 2013), which reduces 

the need to rely on repression (Ioffe, G, 2014: 54). A regime-sponsored ideology uses 

partisan tropes from the Second World War, while portraying Belarus as sovereign and 

unique, with the regime as the best option to improve Belarus’s stature in the world while 

defending Belarus from Russian expansion (Leshchenko, N, 2008: 1420-1422; Wilson, 2011a: 

205; Ioffe, G, 2008: 79). The latter has become pertinent after the Russian annexation of 

Crimea and intervention in the Donbas, with the Belarusian regime worried about 

overreliance on Russia (Wilson, 2018).  

The Kremlin after 2012 re-designed the social contract from an agreement similar 

to that in Belarus with nearly full employment and ever higher wages and pensions (Miller, 

Chris, 2018: 100) to include “the maximum number of people” (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 254), 

with Putin as a father-of-the-nation figure (Sakwa, 2014: 177-178) and a greater role for 

nationalism and orthodoxy (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 251-256). 
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The new social contract of nationalist fervour can be traced back to the annexation 

of Crimea (Teper, 2016: 394), with Crimea being the concession for reduced freedom and 

economic prosperity (Kolesnikov, 2015; Rutland, 2016: 358). Increasingly, the Kremlin 

portrays itself as the defender of Russia against both the West and a fifth column (Gel’man, 

2015a: 103). The Kremlin is worried that the Crimea bribe has only a short shelf-life and 

people will begin to protest. Farchy (2016) argued that the creation of RosGvardiya showed 

that the Kremlin was wary of future protests. In recent years, there have been a number of 

protests from rubbish collection to pension reform and church building which have resulted 

in growing dissatisfaction from segments of the populace and the regime has resorted to 

violence (Plyuschev, 2019; BBC Russian Service, 2018; 2019; Radio Svoboda, 2019; 

Ovsyannikov, 2019; Barysheva, 2017; 2018). During the 2017 Platon145 and 2017 anti-

corruption protests the Kremlin used the Rosgvardiya to crush dissent (Bushuev, 2017; 

Vedomosti, 2017a; 2017b). Although Aleksei Kudrin is not part of the Kremlin, he remains an 

economic advisor and a close associate of Putin (Hille, 2018), and while Kudrin and Putin 

may not agree on economic issues (RBK, 2012), his warning that there will be future 

protests, unless the economy improves, will worry the Kremlin (The Moscow Times, 2019). 

2.4. Towards Authoritarian Learning? 

Authoritarian learning has many similarities with its democratic equivalent except 

that democratic learning incorporates humanistic learning. Policy transfer, lesson-drawing, 

diffusion and linkage and leverage are relevant to both. While most existing literature on 

these topics has concentrated on democracies, they are relevant to authoritarian learning. 
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 The Platon protests have been a number of demonstrations by truck drivers across Russia at the tax for 
load-bearing lorries, and has been added to the existing fuel and transport taxes (Olimpieva, 2017).  
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Authoritarians are unlikely to return to power once they lose it. They may end 

presidential term limits like Lukashenka, or find a replacement and return when allowed 

constitutionally, like Putin. Authoritarian leaders like Heydәr Әliyev146, Islom Karimov and 

Saparamryat Nyýazow147 remained in power and left office only upon death. But when it 

goes wrong for authoritarians it goes spectacularly wrong. Democrats generally leave office 

after losing an election and only face retirement. Lucky authoritarians die in office but some 

have a violent end or are forced to flee. The escape of Yanukovych at night from his 

Mezhiriya Residence outside Kyiv to Kharkiv and then to Russia via Donets’k, Berdyans’k and 

Crimea was a gloomy end to his presidency and emphasises the turbulent hold on power for 

authoritarian leaders. Authoritarian learning is learning from successful and failed external 

and domestic experience. Theoretically authoritarian and democratic learning are similar, 

but the aims are different.  

While political elites in democracies want to remain in power for as long as 

possible, the system provides more opportunities to keep a semblance of power. Although, 

authoritarian regimes are increasingly using parliaments, and in some cases elites change 

identity when necessary, a democratic political system allows politicians to hold some 

power. A government may be removed and a politician may lose a position say as minister 

of health, but unless there is an electoral disaster it is likely the politician will remain in 

parliament. They also have the chance of being re-elected if they do lose their parliamentary 

seat. This is less likely in authoritarian regimes. While, democracies do resort to repression, 

using such methods as kettling, the opprobrium that has followed these practices means 

that the practice is rarely used. By contrast, authoritarian regimes resort to repression 
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 This is his name in Azeri, it would commonly be transliterated as Heydar Aliyev in English. 

147
 This is his name in Turkmen, it would commonly be transliterated as Saparmurat Niyazov in English. 
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quickly because survival is essential. Simply put, survival is less of a concern for political 

elites in democracies because the system allows them to hold some power.  

Authoritarian regimes are ultimately concerned with their survival and retaining 

power at all costs. One important survival strategy is the ability to learn from past 

experiences, both externally and internally. To enhance survival chances authoritarian 

regimes engage in learning and are likely to constantly adapt and learn to establish best 

practices for keeping power. This chapter has detailed some key aspects of authoritarian 

learning. Policy transfer is about the transmission of legislation from one polity to another, 

and it is crucial to authoritarian learning as authoritarian regimes analyse legislation in other 

states to assess whether it is appropriate to be implemented. The dictatorship laws are a 

good example of policy transfer. Diffusion, networks and linkage are important aspects of 

authoritarian learning. Authoritarian regimes see what other regimes are doing and act 

accordingly without the need for engagement. However, what is likely occurring with 

dialogue, sharing of best practices and networks is a very strong form of diffusion. Dialogue 

and sharing of best practices happen through networks, and those authoritarian regimes 

with strong links, engage with one another. They learn from each other and from past 

domestic experience. The four case studies and the wider post-Soviet space highlight the 

relevance of networks and the existing interdependence in key areas of power, emphasises 

the extent of interrelationships.  

Political opportunity structures analyse a “groups’ strategy in the mobilization of 

available resources,” resulting in “political opportunities vary between actors and change 

over time” (Tarrow, 1988: 429). Investigation of political opportunity structures “helps to 

understand variations in the strategies, structures, and outcomes” (Tarrow, 1988: 430). 
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There are constant shifts in elite power, with regime members changing position in the 

hierarchy or the regime being replaced by another (McAdam, 1996: 26). Regimes may be 

more open or closed over time, which affects the opportunity structure (Tarrow, 1989: 22). 

The competition between different factions, the instability of political alignments, the 

availability of other influential actors outside the regime to influence actors, and the ability 

of the state to repress all contribute to the extent of political opportunities (Tilly and 

Tarrow, 2015: 59). This is very similar to the idea of the single and multiple pyramid 

structures discussed by Hale (2015). Political opportunities change, as with the withdrawal 

of the Brezhnev Doctrine by Gorbachev and the weakening of regime hardliners. This 

changed the international and domestic environment for the communist satellite states in 

Eastern Europe, creating new political opportunities and resulting in competition between 

regime and non-regime elites (Oberschall, 1996: 95).  

Within the four case studies, political opportunities vary over time, and there are 

variations in strategies. With Moldova and Ukraine having multiple pyramids of elite 

competition contributes to the tenuous hold on power for regimes. This creates 

opportunities as there is elite competition, coupled with rapid alliance evolution and the 

power of factions outside the regime, offering an alternative. Even in the Belarusian and 

Russian regimes, there is factionalism. Both the Kremlin and the Belarusian authorities have 

modernisers on the one hand and Siloviki structures on the other creating competition. 

Therefore, these different factions could learn different practices. After all, elites decide 

what to implement and what not to execute. Therefore, it is possible different factions learn 

different lessons.  
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Moldovan and Ukrainian governments, at least nominally, espouse a pro-European 

integration message. Therefore, Western organisations exert some leverage over them, 

resulting in a lowering of authoritarian measures. Similarly, Moldova and Ukraine are not 

members of many of the post-Soviet regional organisations, only belonging to the CIS, 

although the Poroshenko government removed Ukraine from most CIS structures. As shown 

in chapter six, post-Soviet regional organisations provide expertise on best practices and 

training methods against protesters. As Moldova and Ukraine are only members of a few 

regional organisations, unlike Belarus and Russia, the latter learn more from peers about 

best practices. Therefore, there are different opportunities in the four cases for learning.  

Emulation plays a crucial role in understanding learning among the four case 

studies as they ascertain what worked in other settings and act accordingly. However, it 

does not necessarily need to be emulation, there could also be “herding behaviour” 

(Beissinger, 2007: 259), as authoritarian regimes concerned by a possible loss of power look 

to a successful source that stopped a particular contagion. Demonstration effects are 

important. If it can be demonstrated that something works it is likely to be copied. Regimes 

that are culturally, historically and politically similar, or with at least enough comparable 

characteristics, are more willing to learn from one another (Beissinger, 2007: 260). Learning 

is helped by the linkage states have with one another, allowing “agents to make analogies 

across cases and to read relevance into developments in other cases,” with agents 

constantly monitoring what is occurring in linked states (Beissing, 2007: 263). There is a 

likelihood that authoritarian regimes that have been successful offer support “for strategic 

reasons” (Beissinger, 2007: 265). While Beissinger (2007) concentrated on the democratic 

success of agents during the Colour Revolutions, his analysis that success induces learning 
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and that examples only have a short shelf-life for implementation is less relevant for 

authoritarian regimes who learn from both internal and external success and failure. As 

authoritarian regimes are constantly learning and adapting the short example shelf-life is 

less relevant. 
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Figure One: Elite Networks and the External Learning Process 
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Figure one represent the learning that authoritarian regimes engage in when 

learning from external success and or failure. Elite networks in authoritarian regimes when 

learning from examples of external success or failure are likely to draw on four learning 

processes. These were discussed earlier in the chapter, but diffusion, policy transfer, lesson-

drawing and linkage are all key to learning. If authoritarian regimes have linkage with other 

authoritarian regimes they are likely to learn from the successes and failures that occur in 

the polities of allies. Authoritarian regimes only need to watch the news to know that other 

authoritarian regimes are suffering from protests, which makes the diffusion of learning 

from external failure relatively simple. However, I argue that authoritarian regimes are 

interlinked and so this makes diffusion easier as elites talk and regularly collaborate. This 

makes the diffusion of successful examples from abroad easier for an authoritarian regime 

to learn from. Lesson-drawing allows authoritarian regimes to draw relevant conclusions 

from external examples and decide whether lessons are relevant for implementation. 

Similarly, authoritarian regimes ascertain successful or failed policies from external sources 

and whether these should be implemented domestically. As figure one emphasises these 

factors aid learning from external examples.
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Figure Two: Elite Networks and the Internal Learning Process 
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Figure two presents elite networks and how these networks learn from internal 

processes of success and failure. As mentioned earlier, habitus is important as growing up in 

a particular political setting shapes a person’s perceptions. Many politicians in the four case 

studies grew up in the Soviet Union and not only survived the 1990s, but wrote the rulebook 

on how to survive that decade148. Therefore, they are likely to resort to authoritarian 

practices and lesson-draw from these experiences. Consequently, habitus is crucial for 

understanding how authoritarian regimes learn from internal examples of success and 

failure. Another aspect of how elite networks learn from success and failure is the concept 

of patronal politics. Moldovan and Ukrainian elites have simply changed position when a 

new regime takes power. This gives these factions opportunities to learn from the success 

and failures of previous regimes. Regimes even learn from the Soviet Union. One example 

was the failed social parasite law in Belarus, which was taken from Soviet legislation. The 

only difference was that the Soviet Union exiled the unemployed internally, whereas the 

Belarusian regime taxed them (Loushnikova, 2015). Existing elite networks in the four case 

studies are part of the patronal system present in all four states. Whereas, the Belarusian 

and Russian regimes do not have the same turnover in regimes as in Moldova and Ukraine, 

Belarusian and Russian elites have been in power a long time. They learn from past 

successes or mistakes, and draw lessons from the Soviet period. Although both regimes do 

have elite renewal with newer cadres brought in, these younger elites learn from those who 

came before and try to maintain the system149. In Moldova and Ukraine regimes come and 

go, but the elites remain merely with changed power structures. Therefore, they have 
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 Interview with Tadeusz Iwański – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia 
(OSW), Warsaw, 18/05/2017. 

149
 Interview with Dzianis Melyantsou – Senior Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies and Co-

ordinator at the Minsk Track-II Initiative, 04/05/2017, Minsk; Interview with Nikolay Petrov – Professor at the 
National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE), Moscow, 01/11/2016, Moscow.  
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experience of how other regimes domestically functioned, thereby lesson-drawing and using 

policy transfer when learning from internal experiences. 

2.5. Conclusion 

The chapter analysed learning theories to ascertain if authoritarian learning is different from 

its democratic counterpart. Theoretically both are similar, but authoritarian and democratic 

learning have dissimilar aims, with authoritarian learning centred on the need to ensure 

regime survival. Authoritarian leaders are concerned with retaining power and will do 

anything to achieve it. Authoritarian elites use policy transfer, lesson-drawing and diffusion 

to learn. Authoritarian learning is a networked learning process, allowing for dialogue, the 

sharing of best practices and means to maintain power. 
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Chapter Three: 

Fieldwork and Methodological Procedures in Analysing 

Authoritarian Learning 

“In a few short years, the democratic wave has been slowed by a powerful authoritarian 

undertow, and the world has slipped into a democratic recession150.” 

3.1. Introduction 

On Monday, April 18, 2016, Aleksandr Bastrykin, head of the Kremlin’s Investigative 

Committee, wrote an article in the Russian newspaper Kommersant, arguing that American 

involvement in Russia’s neighbours’ affairs was democracy promotion. For Bastrykin the 

Kremlin should counter Western attempts at democracy promotion by no longer following 

“pseudo-liberal values,” and the authorities should stop “playing with false democracy” and 

construct an ideology where the “common good” overrides individual needs. This would 

allow the Kremlin to construct a distinctive Russian political system with popular support. 

According to Bastrykin (2016), the Kremlin should copy Chinese legislation to restrict foreign 

media operating in China (Bastrykin, 2016). Although the article was not official policy, 

Bastrykin has a close relationship with Putin, having been an associate of Putin since their 

school days in Leningrad (Zapodinskaya, 2007), so it is likely that his Kommersant article was 

approved by others in the Kremlin.  

Bastrykin’s article highlights that the Kremlin believes Western democracies are 

trying to destabilise Russia in an American sponsored hybrid-war. To alleviate the 
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 Diamond, 2008: 37.  
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“information war” (Bastrykin, 2016) emanating from America, the Kremlin needs to follow 

Bastrykin’s recommendations by using domestic methods, and copying Chinese practices to 

consolidate control. The Kommersant article gives a blueprint for increased Kremlin control, 

with control being the hallmark of authoritarian power. Bastrykin’s article emphasises 

authoritarian learning from internal and external sources, which I argue is the basis for how 

authoritarian regimes learn.   

To better understand authoritarian learning and give the subsequent chapters a 

path to follow in investigating how, why and what authoritarian learning is, and how 

authoritarian regimes learn, I analyse the methodology used to locate evidence of 

authoritarian learning. I explain the different research methods used and justify why I chose 

the four case studies of Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine and the time period too. 

Before this, I briefly explain the fieldwork I undertook, the issues I experienced and how I 

overcame these. Then I explain the black box of authoritarian regimes and clarify the 

research methods that I use to open up the black box in each regime, before providing six 

proposition and eight research questions and explaining these. An explanation of the 

methodology used here, will help provide an explanation for the causal inference that 

authoritarian learning is happening. As it is difficult to conclusively prove that X does cause 

Y, the methodology used here will allow for strong causal inference that X does cause Y and 

that authoritarian learning does happen and can be shown. As this research is inductive a 

strong methodology is crucuaol for showing how I will investigate the phenomenon of 

authoritarian learning. 
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3.2. Into the Field – Explaining My Fieldwork 

Increasingly in academia, there is a demand for the researcher to provide all data to 

other researchers and have a public profile to engage the general public151. While, obviously 

having benefits, such as sharing data and allowing the public to see that academia is not 

about people in ivory towers, when studying authoritarian regimes there are a number of 

issues to making data readily available to fellow academics and the wider public. The 

European Commission (2016: 52) advocated that all researchers should share data and 

findings, and while a fine exemplar, data sharing like interviewee data and listing 

respondents puts interviewees in danger of potential persecution when conducting research 

in authoritarian regimes. Publicising all data and the various sources used, could lead to the 

data falling into the wrong hands, and result in interviewees being harassed. Similarly, 

having a Google, or social media presence or a profile on a university website can result in 

the researcher facing provocation or being unable to speak to interviewees too nervous to 

speak to a researcher152. In my own experience, I found that people in the four regimes 

were unwilling to meet me once they knew my actual research. 

The notion of open research while appropriate for most research, does not operate 

well in an authoritarian setting where relationships between interviewer and interviewee 

are constructed over time and are difficult for others to replicate (Koch, 2013: 390). One 

should account for the danger of conducting research in authoritarian settings, not only to 
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 For instance, my school required having a profile on the School’s website. While allowing others to see my 
research and topic, it means other groups can view my profile, which can affect the willingness of people to 
interview and affects data gathering.  

152
 Talking to a few colleagues who study authoritarianism, they wrestled with having a social media profile. 

One colleague who faced online harassment while researching Azerbaijan deleted their Facebook account; 
however, others kept their social media presence because of the growing requirement in academia to have 
such a presence.  
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the researcher but also to respondents. The death of Giulio Regeni153 and the arrest of 

Matthew Hedges154 have recently led to media interest in conducting research in 

authoritarian regimes. 

 There have been a number of articles recently (Goode and Ahram, 2016; Loyle, 

2016; Malekzadeh, 2016; Markowitz, 2016; Art, 2016) and one book (Glassius et al. 2018) 

about conducting research in authoritarian regimes, which have begun to explain 

appropriate ways to perform research in authoritarian regimes. While these studies provide 

a clear picture of the travails of researching in an authoritarian setting, by the time I began 

conducting fieldwork in August 2016 these articles and the book were unpublished. 

Therefore, I relied on a seminar I attended in 2015 in London on researching in authoritarian 

regimes and my own ingenuity when I was in the field conducting fieldwork. 

Before beginning my fieldwork I contacted researchers and academics whose 

research concentrated on the four case studies. I felt that by contacting them and speaking 

with them I could access their contacts. On the whole, this snowballing technique worked 

with contacts giving me contact details for other people. I targeted people I knew personally 

or whose work I had read, both at the academic level and in newspapers. I felt that these 

people were a good place to start in locating contacts, and by interviewing them they would 

serve as gatekeepers to others, like politicians. I tried to establish a broad contact network 

of potential interviewees, as this would allow me to build a broader network.  

The initial difficulty was a lack of trust towards me by some potential interviewees. 

This is understandable in authoritarian settings with people unwilling to meet someone 
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 Giulio Regeni was a PhD student at the University of Cambridge. He was studying independent trade unions 
in Egypt. His mutilated body was found in a ditch on the outskirts of Cairo, and it is alleged the Egyptian 
government was involved in his murder.  

154
 Matthew Hedges was a PhD student at the University of Durham and was arrested in the United Arab 

Emirates in 2018 allegedly for spying.  
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new. When contacting a potential interviewee I established early on why I was contacting 

them, who had given me their details, and I provided a link to my profile on the School of 

Slavonic and East European Studies Website. I hoped that by being honest straight away I 

would reduce their discomfort. On the whole, this strategy worked and I managed to secure 

a large number of interviews, and while a couple of potential interviewees refused to meet 

me, I felt that honesty was the best method to establish trust. As I would be undertaking 

two research trips of only a short duration each, I tried to establish contact and build a 

relationship with potential interviewees before undertaking fieldwork. I sent interviewees 

emails once a week to try to get to know them better, check their availability, and establish 

if they were still willing to meet me. In an ideal world, it would be best to build the 

relationship over a long time and go to the field initially for a meet and greet exercise. 

However, the time constraints of having four case studies meant that I could not do a field 

trip to establish contact. Therefore, I relied on emails and social media to maintain and build 

connections. 

I tried to establish a research relationship with universities in the four case studies 

to provide some ‘legitimacy’ to my research. I felt that as a researcher I should get a 

research visa in Belarus and Russia, as the British Association of Slavonic and East European 

Studies advised for this course of action. Although I did not need a visa in Moldova and 

Ukraine I approached universities there for help and support, as well as offering ‘validity’ in 

the eyes of my interviewees to my research.  

The National Research University Higher School of Economics in Moscow was 

helpful in this regard. However, my attempts to contact Moldova State University failed, and 

the National University Kyiv Mohyla Academy decided that my short period of research in 

Kyiv, meant there was little point that I affiliate with them. Belarusian State University 
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requested a research proposal and required that I have an interview with a KDB agent. This 

would entail explaining my research and providing details of who I was proposing to 

interview, and my itinerary during my stay in Belarus. Feeling that I would put academics at 

the institution in jeopardy, as well as my interviewees I decided not to apply for a research 

visa for Belarus. After all, I did not want to give the KDB a head start on who I was going to 

contact, and where I was going to visit. Although this might raise legality issues, I felt that 

not putting my interviewees in jeopardy outweighed needing to obtain a research visa. I was 

aware that the KDB would probably monitor me as soon as I arrived in Minsk. I prepared a 

number of answers to explain my research should anyone request from the security services 

ask questions, but thankfully this did not happen.  

Having attempted to establish contact with potential interviewees and construct a 

large database of potential interviewees, sorted out visas and tried to affiliate with 

universities, I set about the more prosaic issues. Travelling in the post-Soviet region is great 

fun, but does take planning and working out how long to be in each country and whether I 

would have time to visit other cities than the capitals. Having determined my contact 

database I set about working out how I was going to visit their cities and fit in as many 

interviews as possible into one trip. Skype was also useful for those interviewees that either 

lived outside the region or were unavailable at the time I was in each city. As most of the 

politics of each case study happens in Chișinău, Kyiv, Minsk and Moscow and as many of the 

contacts I wanted to talk to were based in these cities, I concentrated my attentions in each 

capital. Most contacts were politicians, journalists, academics and researchers. I also had 

interviewees in St. Petersburg, Vilnius and Warsaw, so I needed to plan my fieldwork to 

incorporate all these cities and give myself time to meet as many people as possible.  
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Before the fieldwork began I thought about what I would need to conduct the 

interviews. I decided that I needed USB sticks that would require a password to access, as 

this would give some protection to my interview documents if I was unable to email them to 

my various email accounts. Of course, there are ways to access passwords or merely smash 

a USB stick, but I felt that it offered some protection. I carried three password protected 

USB sticks on my person and hidden in my luggage to try to get one through airport security, 

and not lose any data should I have difficulty sending the data via email at any point. I 

thought about taking a second laptop, or tablet, that would not access the Internet and on 

which I could store interviews. However, I quickly dissuaded myself of this idea, as I was 

already travelling with a laptop, USB sticks, two notepads and a Dictaphone. As I was 

travelling as a tourist in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine I thought that there probably are not 

too many tourists going to these countries, carrying two laptops. I felt that this would cause 

too much suspicion at airport security, and so I decided not to take a second laptop, or 

tablet. While there was the possibility that someone could access my laptop through the 

Internet and view my data, or simply take the hard-drive I felt that having too many 

electronic devices would raise suspicions and result in the security services taking an 

unnecessary interest in me.  

I undertook two fieldwork trips between 2016 and 2017. The first trip occurred in 

the winter of 2016 and was the longer of the two. I conducted interviews in St. Petersburg, 

Moscow, Chișinău, Kyiv, Minsk, Vilnius and Warsaw. I possibly made the mistake of having 

the first fieldwork trip as my longer one. As mentioned, it is perhaps best to go to the field 

for the first time to explore and get a feel for the countries that you are researching. 

However, with limited time and with the knowledge that many potential interviewees were 

unavailable for my second trip, winter 2016 was busier. My second trip happened in the 
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spring of 2017 and did not include St. Petersburg or Vilnius. A number of interviews were 

also conducted by Skype and in London, before, during and after my research trips, and 

throughout my PhD. 

Upon arrival to the four case studies I met acquaintances to discuss interview 

questions, and whether these questions worked in the domestic context. I did mock 

interviews with local friends to get a feel for how interviews would go in each country. I was 

fortunate that some interviewees offered to look at some interview questions and see 

whether these worked in the local context.  

When conducting interviews I allowed the interviewee to choose the venue. I felt 

that as they were the local they would know the best place, and by choosing the venue they 

would feel comfortable. Such venues were often in their office, or at a café or restaurant. I 

also felt that meeting in a public place or their office meant that it was less likely we would 

be disturbed. At the beginning of each interview, I asked whether they would require 

anonymity and if they minded whether I recorded the interview. There is a list at the end of 

the thesis of interviewees and those that requested anonymity have been anonymised. 

Most respondents did not mind that I recorded the interviews, but for those that did, the 

Dictaphone was naturally turned off. To create a rapport I spent the first few minutes 

talking about general things, from my travels to the weather. I decided, initially, to act as if I 

did not know much about the case studies, as I felt this would allow the interviewee to relax 

and divulge more information. However, after I experienced a number of lectures and 

condescension I changed tactics and refrained from a teacher-student dichotomy, and acted 

as a researcher with sufficient knowledge of the country and the current situation.  

 At the end of each interview, I thanked the interviewee and asked them for further 

contacts. I allowed them to list potential interviewees without mentioning whether I had 
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spoken to these new contacts. On a few occasions, I was asked who I had spoken to already. 

I felt that it was best not to give too much information to respondents to protect those I had 

interviewed.  

Some interviews did not go according to plan, with interviewees either becoming 

confrontational or unresponsive. This was difficult, I tried to tease out answers from 

indifferent interviewees but this was not always possible and generally, the few interviews 

where this happened were short. In regards to the two confrontational interviews, I tried to 

be as diplomatic as possible. I had had friends vet the questions and I am still unsure what 

occurred in those interviews. I tried to de-politicise the questions for all interviews, and to 

approach every response with an open mind, but perhaps this did not quite work as well as 

intended.  

I transcribed each interview as quickly as possible so that they remained fresh in 

my mind. This was of course not always possible, so I would save each audio file on 

encrypted USB sticks, using an individualised code for each interviewee to give the 

interviewee and document anonymity from inquisitive eyes. If I was still working on a 

transcription and was unable to save it to the secure USB sticks, I would password protect 

the document, in an attempt to keep prying eyes out. I would email the file too two email 

accounts in separate emails, thinking that at the very least one would get through. Although 

it is possible to read the email, I felt that by anonymising each interview I did not provide 

information as to who it was I had spoken to in the document. It is possible that the 

individual could be located by reading between the lines, but I felt that this was a small risk. 

However, I transcribed the interviews quickly and saved these transcriptions to each USB 

stick and sent it via email, with each transcription under an anonymised code.  
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Working in authoritarian regimes is a challenge. One needs to be aware of personal 

safety, but also of the security of respondents. Holding a British passport I was likely to be 

relatively unaffected, although it was possible I could be banned from any of the countries. 

There are ways I could have improved my fieldwork and certainly, I learnt while conducting 

research. However, in this technological era, it is increasingly easy for security services and 

governments to find out whom I interviewed. To an extent, I hoped that the authorities 

were not too concerned with who I spoke with. To the best of my ability, I tried to protect 

my respondents and I feel that I achieved this aim. 

3.3. The Black Box Problem 

Tracing authoritarian learning remains difficult, as these regimes are opaque and 

information, when it does permeate out, is often out dated. The difficulty of finding 

evidence is complicated by the fact that little is written down. Rather, decisions are often 

vocalised or left to others to implement. For instance in Belarus, Lukashenka does not write 

down orders but vocalises them, giving him deniability should the person tasked with 

implementing the order go too far, or not execute the order appropriately155.  

Similarly, the Kremlin uses a system called otmashka which means go-ahead; which 

provides the implementer leeway and Putin the deniability should the executor go too far, 

or not far enough (Pavlovskiy, 2016a). Putin often signs documents for subordinates to 

implement with the phrase “I agree” but does not provide detail as to what he agrees 

with156. Increasingly, middle-men deal with implementation, allowing Putin to remain above 

the fray, to locate the best practice to keep power as he enters the last six years of his 
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constitutionally restricted second presidential term (Gaaze, 2018). Therefore, with no direct 

evidence emanating from the four case studies, the researcher has to take a circuitous route 

to locate examples of authoritarian learning.  

This indirect path forces the researcher to rely extensively on inference, although 

there are ways to make those extrapolations more concrete. One way to provide evidence 

of authoritarian learning is to analyse legislation say on NGOs and trace similarities in 

legislation back to their source. As mentioned in chapter two, Azerbaijan (2013), Tajikistan 

(2014), Kazakhstan (2016), Ukraine (2017) and China (2017) passed legislation, which either 

directly limited foreign funding for NGOs or increased their bureaucratic workload. This 

trend of five restrictive laws over a four year period points to learning from a common 

source, and with the exception of Ukrainian and Chinese legislation, the laws in Azerbaijan, 

Tajikistan and Kazakhstan bear a strong resemblance to the language of Russia’s 2012 

foreign agents law (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Azerbaijani Service, 2013; Parshin, 

2014; Glushkova, 2016). Legislation in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan appears “to be 

largely copied; the legislation is almost identical in its language and effect” to the 2012 

Russian legislation (Van de Velde, 2017).  

Although not copying Russian legislation word-for-word, the Chinese NGO law like 

the 2012 Russian foreign agents law restricts foreign funding for NGOs. Therefore, it is likely 

that the Chinese regime learnt from earlier Russian legislation (Plantan, 2017). Similarly, the 

Ukrainian legislation is dissimilar but the Russian example served as inspiration for Bankova 

to pass restrictive NGO legislation157. 

Following the legislative trajectory of legislation is one way to determine that 

authoritarian learning occurs. If a number of states, particularly those from the same region, 
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pass similar legislation, a likely common denominator is that they are learning from each 

other. Therefore, it can be inferred that learning occurs. However, tracing a legislative trail 

does not explain much more than it is likely that learning happens. There are other methods 

to open up the black box. One approach is to analyse the known meetings and determine 

who attended each meeting. It is possible to determine in some cases what was said at a 

meeting through document analysis, or through investigation of government or organisation 

websites to find documents that provide areas of interest that point to learning. For 

instance, the CSTO states that member states will take action to stabilise situations in third-

party states, requiring a military, or police presence (Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 

2004)158. It may not be possible to show the smoking gun but deductions can be made 

which highlight learning. However, for the most part determining what was said at meetings 

remains impossible or there are only vague details.  

Another option is to trace the comings and goings of people in each regime and 

locate who they meet with and how often. Determining familial or business ties is another 

option to find out who an individual is close to. Tracing the location of people in each 

regime is a way to infer learning. This is made easier when regimes share people, which is a 

particular characteristic of the Kremlin. Currently, Vladislav Surkov, a former deputy head of 

the presidential administration is the Kremlin’s man in Ukraine. When former Ukrainian 

President, Viktor Yanukovych fled in 2014, Surkov became the Kremlin’s man in the DPR and 

the LPR. Russian Kuratory administer the DPR and the LPR (Peshkov, 2016). In 2004, during 

the Ukrainian presidential election, President Kuchma hired Russian political technologists, 
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like Gleb Pavlovskiy who was the Kremlin’s master political tactician, to try to win 

Yanukovych the presidency (Trenin, 2011a: 89). As well as Russian influence in the other 

three case studies, many personnel in the other case studies were born, lived or worked in 

Russia. For instance, many Belarusian elites were born, educated, or worked in Russia, and 

they retain close ties to the Kremlin159.  

Getting inside the black box of an authoritarian regime is difficult and the 

researcher is likely to have to take a convoluted path to discover evidence. Authoritarian 

learning can only ever really be inductive, as it is nearly impossible to have access to the 

intricate details of a regime and attend top security meetings. Therefore, one is left with 

inference, using the strongest evidence to state that X, or Xs, cause Y, or Ys. The task of 

locating viable data is made easier by the use of an appropriate methodology that opens up 

the black box. 

3.4. Research Design and Methodology 

Before providing an appropriate methodology to open up the black boxes of the 

four case studies and ascertain the extent and levels of authoritarian learning in each case, I 

develop an appropriate research design. A research design is a plan to find an applicable 

methodology and it acts as a strategy to help the investigation of authoritarian learning 

here. The research design also provides an overall structure. An analysis of research design 

helps deliver an explanation for why the research methods – which are the tools for 

conducting the analysis – have been chosen. A research design provides a framework for 

how the analysis will be conducted in later chapters, and it is the starting point for 
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generating appropriate research questions (Bryman, 2016: 39), and in this investigation, 

propositions as well as research questions. 

3.4.1. Research Design 

To analyse authoritarian learning, I use a number of methodological foundations, 

such as interpretivism (constructivism). Interpretivism perceives the real world as 

constructed by actors (Furlong and Marsh, 2010: 186), and the person is placed at the 

centre of analysis as people interpret their understanding of the world through their 

experiences. I take an epistemological approach which focuses on the analysis of how 

knowledge is gained. As I wish to understand how knowledge is gained, I follow an 

interpretivist structure (Furlong and Marsh, 2010: 189). As knowledge of the world is 

interpreted by a person’s ability to construe what is occurring in the world (Crotty, 1998), 

which is an important aspect of learning, I feel that an epistemological approach coupled 

with interpretivism is appropriate for analysing authoritarian learning. While, Guba and 

Lincoln (1994: 110) are correct to contend that epistemology and ontology are blurred I 

incorporate both an intepretivist epistemology and an anti-foundationalist ontology 

(Furlong and Marsh, 2010: 186). This is because interpretivisit ontology perceives the world 

as socially constructed and epistemology tries to improve knowledge of the world and its 

socially constructed nature (Furlong and Marsh, 2010: 185). Authoritarian regimes are 

concerned about maintaining control; consequently, so they attempt to create a world in 

which they can exert full control. Therefore, I take an interpretivist approach, as this 

research philosophy analyses how actors operate (Parsons, 2010: 92).  

As well as interpretivism, there are other political science philosophical approaches 

which are relevant. These are behaviouralism and rational choice. Learning is interpretivist 
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with actors learning new knowledge. However, learning also incorporates behaviouralism as 

learning draws on historical experiences to shape knowledge. Behaviouralism explains the 

behaviour of people (Sanders, 2010: 40). Therefore, it is a useful concept for understanding 

elite behaviour in the four case studies, as behaviouralism analyses the values that actors 

already have, leading to the actions that agents take (Sanders, 2010: 23). Like habitus, 

behaviouralism gives actors personal autonomy and accounts for why elites in the four case 

studies either learn or do not, and how their personal characteristics shape their actions.  

Similarly, rational choice is relevant to understanding authoritarian learning, as 

actors make a cost-benefit analysis to determine which actions are the best ones to take in a 

given situation. Authoritarian regimes establish a winning coalition to give the authorities as 

wide support as possible among elites and the populace (Bueno de Mesquita et al. 2003; 

Bueno de Mesquita and Smith, 2011), and so agents make a decision whether the benefits 

of regime incumbency outweigh any potential costs of tenure. Using the example of the 

2005 Andijon massacre, Uzbek elites decided that the benefits of quelling protests quickly, 

even though it resulted in the massacring of protesters, outweighed the costs of Western 

condemnation as linkage with Western states were limited. This is a cost/benefit analysis 

and highlights that rational choice is important for understanding why elites in the four case 

studies implement one policy but not others, and learn in some cases but not in others. 

However, as Baumgartner and Jones (2005) argued people are fallible and have limits, such 

as not knowing the consequences of their actions, leading them to make mistakes. Although 

authoritarian regimes are constantly adapting and learning, they may not be very good 

learners, and what works in one situation may not work in another. Failure to learn and 

learning from the failure of others are important aspects of authoritarian learning.  
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To understand authoritarian learning and understand how authoritarian regimes 

learn, why they learn and what they learn, I take a comparativist design. As authoritarian 

learning remains an understudied topic a comparativist approach allows researchers to 

compare two or more case studies, so “that we can understand social phenomena better” 

(Bryman, 2016: 65). A comparativist approach of two or more case studies allows for theory 

to be tested, and by using case studies one can ascertain whether the theory is appropriate 

(Bryman, 2016: 67-68). At the same time, a comparativist approach is useful to generate 

theory and provides a “link between evidence and inference” (Landman, 2008: 17). In the 

case of authoritarian learning, a comparativist approach allows researchers to determine 

the extent of the learning, what authoritarian regimes learn, how they learn and why they 

learn. It allows researchers to determine whether there is actually a phenomenon of 

authoritarian learning by comparing cases. 

Case studies allow researchers to answer research questions (Yin, 2014: 22; Lu and 

Sexton, 2009: 35), giving clarity to a subject through in-depth analysis of a case or cases 

(Stake, 2009: 23-24). While one option is to analyse a single case study to determine 

whether a phenomenon occurs I want to understand how authoritarian regimes learn, why 

they learn and what they learn. Therefore, it is necessary to take a comparativist approach 

using multiple case studies, as I wish to compare a number of case studies to determine 

whether authoritarian learning happens and clarify understanding of this phenomenon. I 

use an exploratory case study framework as it allows a researcher to build theory and 

provides a greater explanation of a particular issue (Yin, 2012: 29), in this case a greater 

elucidation of authoritarian learning. 
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While it is often better to study states sharing one or more common characteristic 

this leads to selection bias. This is a particular problem when using the comparativist 

approach, as researchers choose the cases to be analysed, and this deliberate selection is an 

acute form of selection bias (Landman, 2008: 36). However, the deeper analysis which 

comes from investigation of a few case studies reduces selection bias, as nuances between 

cases come to the fore (Landman, 2008: 69). While, selection bias is always possible, and an 

issue to be aware of the in-depth investigation of authoritarian learning, I feel I have 

avoided this problem. As argued in chapter one, the four case studies are not all the same 

level of authoritarian regime as each other, and it is likely there will be differences between 

Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine. 

Although, there remains the potential for selection bias within the four cases 

studies due to a number of similar characteristics in terms of culture and history there are 

significant differences. To understand authoritarian learning I did not want to focus on only 

one case study, as I felt a single case study would not provide an appropriate understanding 

of authoritarian learning. Potentially a single case study analysis could miss key aspects of 

authoritarian learning. By contrast, using more than one case study provides a wider 

analysis of authoritarian learning, giving greater gradation in understanding this issue.  

As I am investigating authoritarian learning which I felt to be a common 

characteristics in all authoritarian regimes, both electoral and competitive, I chose to use a 

most-similar systems design to allow analysis of case studies with similar characteristics. 

After all, studying countries that are closely linked helps better explain political phenomena 

(Landman, 2008: 35). Therefore, to explain authoritarian learning, I concentrate on states 

from a single region, specifically the post-Soviet space. It is difficult to investigate 
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phenomena in the post-Soviet region without including Russia. Therefore, Russia as the 

regional hegemon became one case study. However, I felt that I needed at least one other 

case study. I considered countries like Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, but while 

Kazakhstan, in particular, has close ties with Russia, I felt the most appropriate case study of 

an established authoritarian regime with close cultural, historical, economic and political 

links to Russia was Belarus. However, I felt that an analysis of two established authoritarian 

regimes was insufficient to understand authoritarian learning. Therefore, to really 

understand authoritarian learning I needed to analyse at least one competitive authoritarian 

regime. I chose to study two competitive authoritarian regimes to balance the two electoral 

authoritarian regimes in Belarus and Russia. In the post-Soviet space, there are only a few 

competitive authoritarian regimes, providing a limited selection pool. I could have chosen 

Armenia and Kyrgyzstan, but I felt that as with Belarus I needed a state with many links to 

Russia from culture, language and history – and preferably Belarus. Ukraine seemed a more 

appropriate case than Armenia and Kyrgyzstan in this regard. My final choice followed 

similar selection criteria, with the necessity that the chosen case require links with the other 

three cases. Therefore, Moldova seemed a suitable fourth case study.  

While the four case studies retain links to one another there are significant 

differences. This is especially the case after twenty-eight years of independence, since the 

collapse of the Soviet Union, the four case studies have become increasingly different from 

one another. Belarus and Russia have more settled regimes than the contested politics in 

Moldova and Ukraine. As mentioned in chapter two, Belarus and Russia are electoral 

authoritarian regimes, where elections merely provide a façade of legitimacy for the 

continued re-election of each regime. By contrast, Moldova and Ukraine have competitive 
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authoritarian regimes, where elections are competitive enough for the incumbent regime to 

lose power.  

Therefore, it is possible that the four case studies learn different things, or the 

incumbent authorities use different methods to learn. As seen in chapter one, there are 

periods of attempted authoritarian consolidation in Moldova and Ukraine, pointing to the 

possibility that regimes in these two countries are not constantly adapting and learning, or 

are unable to do so. Historically, Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes have been less integrated 

in post-Soviet regional organisations than regimes in Belarus and Russia. As discussed in 

chapter six, regional institutions play a key role in passing best practices between members 

to help regimes learn and keep power.  

Ukrainian and especially Moldovan elites often support one internal regime until its 

demise and then re-label themselves when a new regime comes to power. For example, 

Plahotniuc was a close ally of President Voronin before in 2009, financing the PDM in a 

complete volte-face of political allegiance160. Therefore, Moldovan and Ukrainian elites are 

likely to learn from internal examples. Of course, they learn from external sources, but it is 

likely the internal is highly important. These dissimilarities between the case studies provide 

an avenue for increasing understanding of authoritarian learning and how it operates in 

different settings.  

Pinpointing a viable timeframe has to be relatively arbitrary, as the time frames of 

the individual regimes are distinctive. Including every learning event from the demise of the 

Soviet Union in 1991 would make any investigation convoluted. Therefore, I chose 2000 as 

the beginning date. However, I do assess Ukrainian learning under President Kuchma from 
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the 1996 Russian presidential elections as it is an excellent example of learning. I chose 2000 

as the start year because it is when Putin took power in Russia. This seemed the most 

appropriate starting point for the analysis. Russia is the regional hegemon, and while 

Yeltsin’s shelling of parliament in 1993, and instigation of constitutional changes set the 

tone for Putin’s presidency (Gill, 2002: 190), it was only after 2000 that “actual democratic 

content” was stripped from Russian state institutions (McFaul and Stoner-Weiss, 2008). 

2000 seemed an appropriate starting point, as an analysis beginning in 1994 when 

Lukashenka took power in Belarus would result in a too-large time-frame of investigation. 

By the same token choosing a time period based on Moldova and Ukraine would be a 

challenge as Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes do not historically have a long tenure, with 

very few regimes having more than one term in power161. 2000 saw the emergence of Putin 

as Russian president and Kuchma also moved Ukraine towards semi-authoritarianism, 

Voronin came to power in 2001 and began consolidation and the disappearance of 

opposition members in Belarus started in 1999 and saw the final consolidation of power by 

Lukashenka. Therefore, 2000 is the most appropriate year to begin analysis. 

The end point of the investigation is February 2019 before the Moldovan 

parliamentary election of 24 February 2019. This is because the analysis needs to stop 

somewhere and cannot continue in perpetuity. This is the difficulty of political science as a 

day is a long time in politics, and so analysis of any event is often incomplete as information 

only becomes available later, or it quickly becomes outdated by events. However, I refer to 

events that have occurred in Moldova and Ukraine since both held elections in 2019. This 
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allows the reader to perceive changes that have occurred in Ukraine and especially 

Moldova. It highlights that the argument made here has not become obsolete by events.  

As mentioned, I use a most-similar systems design as I am analysing authoritarian 

learning, which constitutes a single factor across the four case studies. Authoritarian 

learning is seen here as the independent variable, as I argue that its impact affects other 

variables. If regimes did not learn then we would not see any effect. An analysis of 

authoritarian learning in the post-Soviet region provides conclusions, which can be 

replicated both within future analyses of post-Soviet authoritarian regimes, and even in 

other regions that have a propensity of authoritarian regimes, like the Middle East or East 

Asia. There are possibly issues of validity, as internal validity relies on evidence that X causes 

Y (Bryman, 2016: 41). However, in authoritarian learning the likelihood that X causes Y can 

only be inferred. But, a rigorous research methodology provides enough coherent evidence 

that X causes Y. To begin to determine how to explain that X causes Y I discuss the 

methodology I use in the ensuing chapters.  

3.4.2. Research Methodology 

Having analysed the research design used here, I turn to explain the research 

methods I use to open up the black box of each regime. Much evidence for authoritarian 

learning is inferred by analysing how X, or X’s, cause Y. Therefore, it is important to choose 

research methods which turn the inference that learning happens into concrete evidence 

that learning actually occurs. I use are process-tracing and interviews, as these methods 

provide sufficient evidence that X does indeed cause Y and complement the comparativsit 

research design. 
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3.4.2.1. Process-tracing 

Case studies and process-tracing are interlinked, with process-tracing being “an 

important, perhaps indispensable, element of case study research” (Vennesson, 2008: 224). 

Process-tracing acts as “a procedure for identifying steps in a causal process leading to the 

outcome of a given dependent variable of a particular case in a historical context” (George 

and Bennett, 2005: 176), and a case study helps represent causal links. As case studies 

involve in-depth analysis, these causal links come to the fore and process-tracing shows that 

X does cause Y (Vennesson, 2008: 232). Process-tracing is used in both a positivist and 

interpretivist research design as through case studies process-tracing explains events or 

phenomena (Vennesson, 2008: 224). As I use an interpretivist perspective, process-tracing 

allows the researcher to locate a link and ascertain how it “manifests itself and the context 

in which it happens” (Vennesson, 2008: 234).  

Process-tracing breaks down causal processes into smaller pieces to understand 

social phenomena (George and Bennett, 2005; Bennett and Checkel, 2015) and connects 

one procedure to another (Ruzzene, 2014: 362). With process-tracing researchers can assess 

how single and shared decisions are made and the reasons for those choices (George and 

McKeown, 1985: 35). Process-tracing attempts to “validate a causal relationship between 

independent and dependent variables” (Anbrosio and Tolstrup, 2019) and “is a method for 

unpacking causality, that aims at studying what happens between X and Y and beyond” 

(Trampusch and Palier, 2016: 438). As I am conducting inductive research, process-tracing 

with its use of causality and analysis of links provides evidence that X does cause Y. With 

process-tracing, a researcher can trace engagement, dialogue and analyse where a policy 

originated from (Bennett and Checkel, 2014: 17-18). Solid inferences can be made by an in-

depth analysis that authoritarian regimes share policies and practices.  
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There is one important issue regarding process-tracing and authoritarianism and 

this is the issue of what Gonzalez-Ocantos and LaPorte (2018) term “missingness,” where 

the causal chain has missing links, making process-tracing, with its reliance on causal links, 

difficult to implement. This can be due to a number of reasons, from denial of access to 

state archives to regime members refusing to speak. The Kremlin provides more data than 

the other case studies, especially Belarus and Moldova, as unlike the other three case 

studies, the Russian authorities provide websites and documentary evidence. By contrast, 

the Belarusian Presidential Administration and various security services remain “hidden” 

and do not publish information162. How to deal with gaps in “the evidentiary record” is 

addressed by Gonzalez-Ocantos and LaPorte (2018) through a number of mechanisms. The 

one that of relevance here is to “contextualize the data generation process,” which 

considers what an actor’s actions would be, and accounts for loss of data. Gonzalez-Ocantos 

and LaPorte (2018) contend that data loss can be rectified through an in-depth 

understanding of the subject by the researcher, and the use of second-hand sources, if 

primary sources like interviews are unavailable.  

An example using process-tracing is the dictatorship laws passed during the 

Euromaidan to help Bankova justify clearing central Kyiv. These were copied from earlier 

Russian and Belarusian NGO and judicial legislation (Coynash, 2014; Wilson, 2014a; Snyder, 

2014). Even the language was the same (Koshkina, 2015a: 173). The legislation was forced 

through parliament, eight days after Yanukovych met Putin secretly in Russia (Wilson, 

2014c: 81; Leshchenko, S, 2014d). By analysing meetings, legislation and practices, learning 
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can be shown. Case studies and interviews make process-tracing easier, as they provide 

information on elite movements and meetings.  

I use an inductive type of process-tracing, as I wish to build understanding, and 

ascertain whether X and Y are connected and whether X explains Y (Trampusch and Palier, 

2016: 439). Process-tracing allows researchers to investigate causes to determine outcomes. 

Therefore, through analysis of certain events (X) I ascertain that learning (Y) has happened. 

It is crucial to consistently explain the process being investigated as this makes it easier to 

be traced (Beach, 2016: 467). As I am dealing with authoritarian regimes, locating relevant 

information may be inaccessible. Data may simply be unavailable and so evidence for 

learning in one case study may simply be unobtainable. However, through a deep 

contextual understanding of the case studies it is possible to by-pass the issue of unavailable 

information and analyse causal links (Gonzalez-Ocantos and LaPorte, 2018). By analysis of 

steps in the causal chain it is possible to fill any gaps left by missing data and determine that 

X does cause Y (Gonzalez-Ocantos and LaPorte, 2018). To a great extent, it is up to the 

researcher to determine how to overcome missing data, and whether existing evidence is 

sufficient. However, an in-depth knowledge of case studies (Gonzalez-Ocantos and LaPorte, 

2018) and if necessary stringent testing, like a smoking gun or doubly decisive test 

(Ambrosio and Tolstrup, 2019), would provide sufficient evidence to alleviate missing 

evidence, thereby helping the researcher to argue that X does cause Y. 

3.4.2.2. Interviews 

Interviews fit closely with process-tracing, as interviews provide new avenues of 

discovery, and give new evidence that X does cause Y (Vennesson, 2008: 235). Interviews 

can be a process of trial and error (Holloway and Jefferson, 2000: 26), with the researcher 
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engaging in self-learning when conducting interviews, as in my experience every interview is 

different and therefore, a learning opportunity. I use semi-structured interviews as they 

personalise interviewee experiences and responses (Galleta, 2013: 23). They allow open-

ended questions where the respondent can expand on an issue and give further information 

(Nguyen, 2015: 37). Semi-structured interviews help interviewees relax, as they act as a 

conversation and provide information that a structured interview would simply not return, 

as a structured interview often returns specific and rigid answers. By using semi-structured 

interviews follow-up questions can be asked (Uribe-Jongbloed, 2014: 142) as can personal 

and theoretical questions (Galleta, 2013: 24) to increase understanding of a topic.  

Earlier in the chapter, there was a section denoting my travails in the field. Most of 

my interviews were conducted face-to-face, but due to the vagaries of being in one place for 

a short time, and not having the funding to travel to where some interviewees were, I often 

conducted interviews via Skype. It is crucial to build a rapport with an interviewee, and 

while this is better in a face-to-face setting, Skype does allow the interviewer and 

interviewee to see one another.  

After an initial few minutes of small talk to build affinity I asked each interviewee 

whether they required anonymity and if they wanted the interview recorded. Knowing that 

talking to a Western researcher may be dangerous for my respondents I decided it was 

important that they have the option of being anonymised. While, this may detract from the 

ideal of mentioning all interviewees by name, which would give added weight to the 

references from interviews, I felt it was far less important than protecting respondents. 

Although it may be considered that anonymity diminishes the analysis, I needed to protect 

my respondents due to the vagaries of researching in authoritarian regimes. As all of my 
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interviewees are academics, researchers, journalists and politicians, I felt that anonymising 

those that wanted such assurances allowed me to get more interviews, as respondents 

were more willing to talk if I provided the option of anonymity. All of my interviews are 

specialists in the workings of at least one of the four case studies and so anonymising a few 

interviews did not lessen the information I was given by respondents.  

After each interview finished I thanked them for their time and for meeting with 

me. I asked them if they could think of other people to contact and if they had contact 

details for these people. I found quite quickly that if I could tell potential interviewees if I 

had been given their contact details by person A then they were more willing to be 

interviewed. On only one occasion did a potential interviewee initially refuse because they 

did not agree with the views of the person who had recommended them. However, after an 

email conversation, I convinced them to agree to meet and talk to give their view of the 

situation.  

Therefore, I used the snowball sampling technique, asking respondents to give me 

contacts. While, snowball sampling is not the most rigorous sampling technique, as sampling 

should ideally be non-biased, snowball sampling is a good technique for using with 

gatekeepers. A gatekeeper is a person who has the potential to provide access to a group or 

other contacts. As a lowly second-year PhD student, during my first field trip, I did not have 

the largest contact database, and so initially I contacted and interviewed people I knew 

personally or whose work I had read. I felt that speaking with them would allow them to 

meet me and provide me with other contacts and they could vouch for me if necessary. 

Snowballing while perhaps as not ideally random as other sampling techniques is useful 

when dealing with gatekeepers or trying to get access to elites.  
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At times there were difficulties in speaking to politicians and respondents close to 

or working for the four regimes. Regimes in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine claim to 

be democracies, and so speaking to people close to each regime was a challenge. However, 

by speaking with specialists on each regime I got significant amounts of information, and it 

is unlikely that regime insiders, or former-insiders, would provide such information. For 

example, it is very unlikely that regime insiders from the Belarusian regime or the Kremlin 

would be willing to discuss with me their collaboration at the Union State level and what 

was discussed in say the monthly meeting of the Interior Ministries. Similarly, it is unlikely 

someone from the CIS would be willing to discuss what was discussed at an informal 

meeting of the Council of Heads of State (CHS). Therefore, I interviewed researchers, 

academics, journalists and the occasional politician and they provided a clear understanding 

of the political situation in each case study and possible avenues to follow to understand 

authoritarian learning.  

Interviews and process-tracing complement one another and both research 

methods are useful in testing the effectiveness of the other research method. According to 

Bryman (2016: 697) triangulation is “the use of one or more method or source of data in the 

study of a social phenomenon so that findings may be cross-checked.” Triangulation allows 

researchers to overcome intrinsic weaknesses and biases which may exist in the data, and 

by combining research methods, triangulation reduces such eventualities, while increasing 

the validity of the research. By using more than one research method I use what is termed 

multiple methodologies, using different qualitative research methods to find applicable data 

(Natow, 2019). When conducting elite interviews, triangulation is particularly useful as it 

allows data to be collected from a number of sources (Natow, 2019). Interviews provide a 
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fuller picture but can be difficult to conduct when researching politically sensitive areas as 

respondents may be unwilling to speak (Davies, P, 2001). Getting access to elite 

interviewees may be challenging and so a researcher needs to “conduct extensive analysis 

of documents and background work before conducting interviews” (Kezar, 2008: 415).  

Triangulation is useful because it allows the researcher to use different research 

methods to complement one another and helps locate specific areas that increases the 

gathering of evidence. Triangulation is useful when using interviews, as interviewees may 

not remember key aspects of events. They could also offer a rose-tinted analysis, giving 

their role a greater sheen, or they could simply not tell the truth. Use of other research 

methods to triangulate evidence reduces such possibilities and increases validity. By using a 

comparativist design and process-tracing, I allow for analysis away from interviews, in 

particular through document analysis, so reliance on interviews is reduced. I triangulated 

interviews with other interviews, document analysis and knowledge of the case studies to 

cross-check accounts and come to appropriate conclusions. 

3.5. Propositions and Research Questions 

Having provided the comprativist research design to be used and explained the 

research methodology of process-tracing and interviews, I now explain the propositions and 

research questions to be analysed in the succeeding chapters. I define authoritarianism as a 

regime that infringes various freedoms, as well as violates elections, learning as a process of 

engagement, leading to the development of beliefs, skills, ideas and discernment and 

authoritarian learning as a process by which authoritarian regimes adopt survival strategies 

taken from prior successes and failures of past governments both internal and external. 

Authoritarian learning involves elites relying on past experience to shape their 
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understanding in the present, and using a mixture of diffusion, lesson-drawing, policy 

transfer and linkage to draw appropriate lessons to establish a full palette of survival 

strategies. All four aspects of learning are relevant when learning from an external example. 

In regards to internal learning, however, lesson-drawing and policy transfer are pertinent for 

explaining learning from domestic examples. Networks of collaboration exist, allowing 

authoritarian regimes to cooperate with one another and learn from the experiences of 

others. Actors are independent and so they make informed decisions and decide whether 

they incorporate one lesson or not. Analysing authoritarian learning involves an inductive 

approach, as evidence is made through inferring that X causes Y. There can only ever be an 

interpretation, although it is a reading of the situation backed-up by evidence. To best show 

that authoritarian learning exists in the four cases, I analyse the propositions and research 

questions used to shape the following chapters. 

3.5.1. Propositions 

As the analysis is inductive, inferring from available evidence that learning occurs, I 

do not use hypotheses as hypotheses assume a deductive analysis. Hypotheses require 

stringent testing, and as authoritarian learning involves inference that authoritarian learning 

occurs I use propositions, which are statements that can be tested with evidence that I find 

about learning in the four case studies. The propositions provide avenues to analyse 

whether the four cases studies engage in authoritarian learning in the next four chapters.  

Proposition 

1 

Authoritarian learning differs from democratic learning because 

authoritarian learning is especially concerned with learning from external 

and internal examples to increase the chances of survival for an 

authoritarian regime, by providing a full palette of survival practices. 
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Proposition 

2 

Authoritarian learning has a flattened hierarchy and network, with 

authoritarian regimes learning from one another, rather than a hegemon 

dispensing lessons or an authoritarian gravity centre. 

Proposition 

3 

Internal networks are useful for learning and for preserving authoritarian 

regimes. 

Proposition 

4 

Both success and failure are equally important arenas for learning for 

authoritarian regimes as each other. 

Proposition 

5 

Authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from internal examples as 

external examples. 

Proposition 

6 

Authoritarian regimes learn to provide a fuller palette of survival practices 

than just relying on repressive techniques. 

The proposals complement the research questions, and like the research questions, 

they are explored in the next four chapters. The propositions form the bases of these 

chapters. Although proposition one has to a large extent been addressed, as authoritarian 

regimes learn in order to survive, there is further analysis to be made to provide sufficient 

evidence to answer this proposition. Propositions four and five are addressed in the next 

two chapters to determine whether authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from 

success as from failure and from internal factors as much as external influences. Chapter six 

concentrates on the second proposal to determine whether there is a flattened hierarchy of 

learning. Chapter seven investigates proposition three. Like proposition one, proposition six 

is investigated throughout the thesis as ascertaining the learning capacity of the four case 

studies explains whether all four case studies retain a full palette of survival practices. 
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3.5.2. Research Questions 

There are eight research questions and these are tabulated below, complete with 

explanations about how I intend to analyse them: 

Research Question 1: How is authoritarian learning different from democratic learning? 

This is the main research question. One of the principal aspects of the analysis here is to 

ascertain whether authoritarian learning is different from democratic learning and to 

understand what those differences are.  

Research Question 2: Do authoritarian regimes collaborate, support, engage in dialogue 

and learn from each other? 

A key point is to ascertain whether authoritarian regimes support and engage in dialogue 

with one another, the extent of that dialogue, and which state institutions are involved. This 

helps determine the extent of learning in the four case studies.  

Research Question 3: What specific circumstances exist for an authoritarian regime to 

support others? 

I establish the circumstances for regime support. Does it occur during protests, or do 

regimes engage in developing tactics during peaceful periods to counter future protests? 

Are secure regimes or regional hegemons, the ones who engage in supporting other 

authoritarian regimes? Understanding these questions determines when learning occurs. 

Research Question 4: Did the other case regimes react to democratic revolutions (such as 

the Colour Revolutions, Arab Spring and Euromaidan), like Russia did? Why and when do 

these regimes collaborate, support, talk and learn from one another? 

It is often advocated that the Kremlin reacts to these events, but do other authoritarian 

regimes respond similarly? If so, it points to possible authoritarian collaboration to prevent 
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such events and emphasises that Russia is not only doing this. It is pertinent to understand 

why authoritarian regimes learn. It could be for survival, or to counter democratic 

principles. The when is also imperative, for when do regimes offer support and determine 

when it is necessary? 

Research Question 5: Does the regional hegemon diffuse learning to others, or can other 

regimes diffuse methods to the hegemon? 

Within the post-Soviet space does Russia, as the regional hegemon, bolster or promote 

authoritarianism, and is the learning strictly hierarchical with the regional hegemon on the 

top, or can Russia learn from other regimes in the post-Soviet region?  

Research Question 6: How can deliberate support for democracy prevention be 

distinguished from general authoritarian collaboration? 

Determining general authoritarian collaboration and democratisation prevention is difficult 

to measure. But, it can be determined that dialogue, tactics and meetings between regimes 

to counter democratisation points to a distinction between authoritarian collaboration and 

say economic cooperation. 

Research Question 7: What tactics or methods do these regimes copy from each other? 

Do regimes copy tactics from each other? Do they, for instance, copy ideas on preventing 

NGOs, the media and the opposition, or do they also improve the economy, thereby 

improving their legitimacy and reducing the potential for protests? 

Research Question 8: Why do authoritarian regimes copy each other? 

This can be summed up in one word: survival! But is this the only reason, or do authoritarian 

regimes club together to undermine democratisation. Do they prefer having other 

authoritarian regimes in the region? 
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The eight research questions are investigated in the next four chapters and answers 

are given to ascertain whether these questions were answered in the affirmative. Chapter 

eight as the conclusion refers to these questions and analyse whether there is sufficient 

evidence to provide clear answers for each research question. 

3.6. Conclusion 

The chapter began by explaining how the field-work was conducted and the travails 

encountered and dealt with when conducting field-work. Researching in authoritarian 

regimes brings a number of problems. The main issue is safety, involving ensuring the 

security of the researcher, but mainly the safety of the interviewees. Trust was an issue, but 

once I broke through this barrier I began to interview more and more people. To reduce the 

possibility of my respondents identities being compromised I anonymised all interviews 

when I saved the transcriptions to my laptop. I kept all interview data about on three 

encrypted USB sticks, and every night I sent the transcriptions of completed interviews to 

two email addresses in separate emails. This ensured some maintenance of anonymity for 

my interviewees. While, I never had any known undue difficulty with the authorities, it is 

best to be prepared.  

Having explained how I operated in the field I turned to the research design. Having 

explained the difficulty of accessing the black box of an authoritarian regime and explained 

that in order to get viable information I would need to take the long way round to get 

evidence of authoritarian learning, I set about explaining the research design I would use. I 

use a comparativist approach analysing the four case studies of Belarus, Moldova, Russia 

and Ukraine. I justified the reasons for why I chose the four case studies, explaining that 

these four states share many similarities like culture and history, but they are also distinct 
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from one another, as they are not as authoritarian as one another, with Belarus and Russia 

being electoral authoritarian regimes and Moldova and Ukraine being competitive 

authoritarian regimes. Therefore, differences among the four case studies reduce the 

problems of selection-bias and provide a clearer understanding of authoritarian learning. 

Having provided a viable research design I set out a coherent research 

methodology that would best analyse authoritarian learning and strengthen inferences with 

evidence. Process-tracing and interviews are inter-linked with case studies, and these create 

a coherent methodology for investigating authoritarian learning. I explained how I would 

use process-tracing and interviews, and explained how I would overcome the issue of 

triangulation. I provided six propositions and eight research questions to be investigated. 

These propositions and research questions give answers to why and how authoritarian 

regimes learn and what these regimes learn. The propositions are the basis for the next four 

chapters. 
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Chapter Four: 

Learning from Internal and External Failure 

“We only remember Gorbachev not because he succeeded but because he failed!” 

Quote from Paul A. Goble163. 

4.1. Introduction 

The above quote emphasises failure, as while Mikhail Gorbachev may be lauded in 

some Western circles for ending the Cold War, and communism in Eastern Europe and the 

Soviet Union, he did not set out to achieve these outcomes. Rather, the policies Gorbachev 

initiated – while beneficial – ended in failure164. In Russia, Gorbachev is reviled as the villain 

who brought about the end of the Soviet Union (Monaghan, 2016: 7; Yablokov, 2018: 59). 

Putin was in Dresden during most of the Gorbachev period, so he was “an outsider to 

perestroika” (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 118). Therefore, it is probable that Putin has a poor view 

of Gorbachev’s attempted reforms. The Yeltsin administration viewed the reforms of 

Gorbachev with trepidation and attempted “to close down the channels for popular 

activism that had opened up during the Gorbachev period” (Gill, 2015: 21), emphasising that 

Gorbachev was perceived in Russia as a failure. I return to learning from the failure of 

Gorbachev when addressing Belarusian and Russian lessons from the Soviet collapse, but 

the Russian security services have drawn lessons from the 1980s, expressly from the 
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Solidarność165 movement and the economic protests in Gdańsk (Galeotti, 2019c), which 

spread across Poland and eventually into Eastern Europe culminating in the demise of the 

Eastern European Communist satellite states.  

Before investigating learning from authoritarian failure I discuss what is meant by 

failure. Authoritarian regimes want to maintain control at all costs, so anything contributing 

to a loss of control is a failure. If the leader is forced to flee, like Yanukovych, this constitutes 

failure. Taking Hale’s (2015: 34) analogy of a bank run, authoritarian regimes do not want 

people to believe the regime cannot maintain power. A bank can only be viable if people 

believe it has money. If word gets around that the bank lacks liquidity then the bank will 

suffer a run as people fear for their savings and they will take deposits out of the bank, 

causing a bank run or even bank collapse. This is a similar for authoritarian regimes. The 

authorities have to show that they can keep power. Therefore, authoritarian regimes cannot 

be seen to fail. 

However, what constitutes failure in authoritarian regimes? The most recent 

example of failure in the post-Soviet space is Yanukovych fleeing at the end of the 2014 

Euromaidan protests. Although protests often occur in the four case studies, regimes nearly 

always survive. This is particularly so for the Kremlin and the Belarusian regime. While there 

were protests in Russia in 2005, 2011-2012, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019, with the 2011-2012 

protests being particularly significant, the regime survived. Similarly, the 2006, 2010 and 

2017 protests did not lead to regime change in Belarus. Therefore, I argue that when a 

regime survives protests, this cannot be considered a failure. 
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Regime collapse like the downfall of the Yanukovych government in 2014 is one 

instance of failure for authoritarian regimes. The second aspect of failure is the leader 

image. This is particularly so for the authorities in Belarus and Russia, where leader image 

has become synonymous with regime survival. In Russia, the Kremlin has created a heavily 

personalised regime with the legitimacy of the authorities resting on Putin (Kaczmarski, 

2015: 35). In Belarus, Lukashenka is bat’ka, the Victorian patrician father of the nation 

(Wilson, 2011a: 257). Lukashenka needs to maintain the line he is supported by most 

Belarusians. It is why his electoral victories – apart from the first election in 1994, where he 

was not the incumbent – have ranged between 75 and 83% to show the extensive level of 

his support, even if the figure is false. Leader image is important to both regimes and 

anything that affects it is a failure. Along with regime collapse, this is what is meant by 

authoritarian failure.  

Bank and Edel (2015: 20) postulated that authoritarian regimes learn from failure, 

but is this so? Can authoritarian regimes not learn from success? These questions will be 

addressed in chapters four and five. I will address proposition four that ‘it is plausible that 

authoritarian regimes learn as much from examples of success as they do from instances of 

failure.’ I begin to answer proposition five that ‘it is feasible that authoritarian regimes are 

just as likely to learn from internal sources as they are from external sources.’ Authoritarian 

regimes learn from examples of success and failure and learning from both is an important 

aspect of experiential learning. To survive an authoritarian regime analyses examples of 

success and failure to develop an appropriate survival palette. Similarly, authoritarian 

regimes analyse examples from internal and external sources to increase their survival 

capacity. 
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To answer propositions four and five, I investigate instances of learning from 

internal and external failure. Examples will be analysed thematically as this approach shows 

how the four cases learn. The first part of the chapter analyses learning examples from 

external failure. I investigate the reaction of the four case studies to the 2004 Orange 

Revolution, the Arab Spring and the Euromaidan. As mentioned in chapter three, it is likely 

evidence may be missing, and not all four case studies provide relevant information. 

However, available data raises interesting questions and shows how authoritarian regimes 

learn. I then assess an example of learning from combined internal and external failure, 

which is Plahotniuc’s lessons from the 2009 Moldovan protests, and the 2015 and 2016 

Romanian protests. I then investigate examples of learning from internal failure, such as 

learning from the Soviet Union and the 1990s. After this, I analyse learning from previous 

image failure. As mentioned, image failure is an issue in Belarus and Russia, as both 

governments rely heavily on a strong leader image. Therefore, I analyse the Putin image or 

“Putin mystique” (Artunyan, 2014), as this example clearly shows Kremlin learning. Before 

concluding, I investigate learning by Poroshenko from the Euromaidan. 

4.2. Learning from External Failure by the Four Cases 

Learning from external failure is when authoritarian regimes learn from the failures 

of others. The collapse of one authoritarian regime, or in some cases a number of regimes, 

creates fear in other authoritarian regimes. This induces learning to reduce the chance that 

other authoritarian regimes will suffer the same fate. For example, the Kremlin apparently 

took lessons from the 1989 revolutions in Eastern Europe and the resulting collapse of the 

Soviet Union in 1991. As Galeotti (2019c) argues the Russian security services have trained 

against a potential Solidarność movement arising in Russia and leading to economic 
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protests. Many Kremlin personnel worked in the Soviet Union and so experienced events 

that started in the docks of Gdańsk and culminated in the collapse of the communist 

satellite states in Eastern Europe. During the Gorbachev period, Putin was a KGB agent in 

Dresden and “could only look in from afar” during this period of significant change in the 

Soviet Union (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 110). During the last days of the East German regime, 

Putin faced down a crowd in Dresden outside the KGB building. The message from the local 

Soviet military base that “Moscow is silent” emphasised to Putin the isolation of his position 

and the failure both of the Soviet Union and the East German regime (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 

181). Witnessing one of the 1989 revolutions first hand was a life experience for Putin and 

has affected his thinking in trying to stop such a situation in Russia. It is why Putin has been 

averse to large protests (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 115, 181-182). This was postulated in chapter 

two, but further analysis is needed in the future. I analyse a number of examples of learning 

from external failure by the four cases, although the 1989 events show Kremlin learning 

even thirty years later. 

4.2.1. Learning from an Orange Protest 

In 2004 Ukraine held presidential elections which would see a new president 

elected as the incumbent, Kuchma, was constitutionally barred from standing after two 

consecutive presidential terms. Kuchma had chosen his successor, Yanukovych, due to 

pressure from the Donbas clan. The elections were stolen, denying challenger, Yushchenko, 

victory. Mass protests finally resulted in the central electoral commission overturning the 

fraudulent second-round result allowing for a third electoral round, which Yushchenko won 

(Wilson, 2005a). The Kremlin publicly supported Yanukovych and even tried to pressure 

Kuchma into using violence against protesters. It sent political technologists to follow the 
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same electoral strategy in Kyiv that had got Putin re-elected earlier in 2004. However, this 

attempt to re-run the 2004 Russian presidential election failed (Zygar, 2016: 92-94). 

This defeat for the Kremlin resonated and led to the Kremlin instigating a number 

of practices to alleviate a possible Orange Revolution in Moscow. There have been a 

number of analyses of the key aspects that the Kremlin initiated after 2004 (Finkel and 

Brudny, 2012b; Horvath, 2013). The Kremlin by 2005 set about creating a preventive 

counter-revolution which appropriated “the revolutionary methods” of the Kremlin’s 

opponents (Horvath, 2013: 6), and the tactics used by protesters in the Orange Revolution 

to restrict such a possibility occurring in Moscow. The preventive counter-revolution of the 

Kremlin established an ideology which united regime factions. The Kremlin instigated 

further repressive legislation that targeted groups, such as political parties, NGOs and public 

demonstrations which could form the basis of a Moscow Colour Revolution. The preventive 

counter-revolution mobilised patriotic social groups, from regime-funded NGOs to Nashi, a 

pro-Kremlin youth group (Horvath, 2013). Nashi was set-up to stop anti-regime protesters 

taking control of squares and streets. It was opposed to “the unnatural alliance of liberals, 

fascists, sympathizers of the West and ultranationalists, international foundations and 

international terror, united by one and only thing – the hatred for Putin” (Finkel and Brudny, 

2012b: 19). Nashi united with Spartak and CSKA football hooligans to provide muscle should 

a Colour Revolution occur in Moscow (Horvath, 2013: 117).  

The 2004 Orange Revolution in Kyiv still resonates for the Kremlin as the Russian 

authorities are constantly trying to counter such events from happening in Russia. Secretary 

of the Russian Security Council, Nikolai Patrushev (Security Council of the Russian 

Federation, 2012a), stated that “Russia was a “training ground” for using informational, 
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organizational and other external levers of interference in internal affairs.” The term Colour 

Revolution has continued as the Kremlin’s descriptive tool for explaining protests, with Putin 

(2016a) claiming that the Syrian conflict was the final Middle Eastern Colour Revolution. In 

2019, Deputy Secretary of the Security Council, Rashid Nurgaliev (Security Council of the 

Russian Federation, 2019), claimed that Western states will continue to promote colour 

revolutions in the post-Soviet space and particularly in Russia. 

Events in Ukraine in 2004 led the Kremlin to instigate a preventive counter-

revolution as it learnt from the failure of Yanukovych to get elected as Ukrainian president 

and the ensuing Orange protests at the fraudulent elections. The spectre of a colour 

revolution for the Kremlin and the term Colour Revolution became a label to explain all 

protests for the Russian authorities. It is clear that the Orange Revolution and the wider 

Colour Revolution phenomena have affected Kremlin thinking (Dickinson, 2017). However, is 

this applicable to the other three case studies? 

Another regime that reacted in a similar way to the Kremlin in countering the 

Orange Revolution and the Colour Revolutions in general was the Belarusian regime. I 

(2017b) have detailed how the Belarusian regime began its own preventive counter-

revolution after the fall of Slobodan Milošević in the 2000 Bulldozer Revolution. The 

Belarusian authorities according to Andrew Wilson (2011a: 213) “learnt the apparent 

lessons of Ukraine’s Orange Revolution better than the opposition.” For instance, the 

Belarusian authorities learnt that Yanukovych’s claim that the Orange protesters were paid 

American stooges had not resonated with Ukrainians (Wilson, 2011a: 214). Therefore, the 

Belarusian regime looked for an alternative ‘enemy’ to galvanise public support. Opposition 

candidate during the 2006 presidential election, Alyaksandr Milinkievich spoke fluent Polish. 
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This was enough for the Belarusian regime to claim he was pro-Polish (Wilson, 2011a: 214) 

and the Związek Polaków na Białorusi (ZPB)166 were also accused of anti-regime activities, an 

allegation not helped by the meeting between Andzelika Borys – who would become ZPB 

leader – and EU representatives in Brussels (BelaPAN, 2005). The Belarusian security 

services ‘discovered’ a plot between the ZPB and the Polish security services to remove 

Lukashenka from power (Ankudo, 2007). Other Polish as well as Lithuanian plans to oust 

Lukashenka were also ‘found’ (Provalinskaya, 2007; Ankudo, 2006a; 2006b; Gryl’, 2005b), 

and two Polish diplomats were evicted (Wilson, 2011a: 214). The ZPB was split into pro and 

anti-regime organisations with the anti-regime ZPB often visited by the security services 

(Pulsha, 2010). 

Having located a viable ‘enemy’ to galvanise the public against, the Belarusian 

regime set about refining other tactics from the Colour Revolutions. The youth group Otpor 

was prominent at the 2000 Bulldozer Revolution in Serbia, uniting protesters and opposition 

parties, and so the Belarusian regime created the BRSM167, which amalgamated two other 

pro-regime groups, the Belarusian Youth Union and the Belarusian Patriotic Youth Union. 

The BRSM was created in 2002 a full three years before Nashi in Russia (Gryl’, 2012), 

highlighting that the Belarusian authorities were quicker to lesson-draw from the Colour 

Revolutions then the Kremlin, and that the Kremlin learnt from the Belarusian government 

(Hall, 2017b: 162). The BRSM was created as a forum to bring young Belarusians into a pro-

regime and patriotic organisation (Dovnar, 2003). The BRSM was tasked with taking control 

of squares and streets during protests in central Minsk to alleviate a possible Belarusian 
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Orange Revolution (Vyachorka, 2004). The creation of the BRSM was one practice the 

Belarusian authorities devised to restrict a possible Belarusian Colour Revolution. The pro-

opposition youth group, Zubr, which was formed in the lead-up to the 2006 presidential 

elections, was infiltrated by the security services in order to neuter Zubr as a viable 

Belarusian Otpor (Dovnar, 2004). 

While the 2004 referendum which did away with presidential term limits gave the 

regime security, Lukashenka is wary of any possibility of losing power168, and so reacts to 

protests, however small, indiscriminately. This is why the regime used significant repression 

against demonstrations in 2006 and 2010, and only refrained from such coercive practices in 

2015 due to the geopolitical need to improve relations with the EU169. Although the 

Belarusian regime was relatively safe after 2004, the authorities still needed to stop any 

future bank runs and remain responsive to potential protests. It is why the Belarusian 

government continued a preventive counter-revolution even when relatively safe (Silitski, 

2010). The regime has pre-empted democratic challenges, increasing control over the 

media, NGOs, and the education sector to teach students the ‘right’ information since the 

Bulldozer Revolution. The authorities used strategic increases in public-sector wages at 

times of pressure to maintain control (Silitski, 2005).  

The Belarusian regime reacted to the Orange Revolution and the wider Colour 

Revolutions with a preventive counter-revolution taking further control of the media, civil 

society, and using Colour Revolution tactics against protesters. The Belarusian authorities 

are averse to protests and are constantly perfecting anti-protest techniques through 
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training exercises against pseudo-protesters170. Although tactics have changed since 2014, 

due to the partial re-set in relations with the EU, the Colour Revolutions worried the 

Belarusian regime and resulted in the authorities attempting to prevent such an eventuality 

happening in Minsk, and to alleviate a ““pink,” “orange” or “banana” revolution in Belarus” 

(Lukashenka, 2005). 

Unlike information on Kremlin and Belarusian reactions to the Orange Revolution 

and the wider Colour Revolutions, there is less information on how Moldovan regimes 

responded to the Colour Revolutions. The PCRM leader, Voronin, won the presidency in 

2001 and embarked on power consolidation, which after protests in 2002 became more 

nuanced (Tudoriu, 2013: 171). The PCRM won a parliamentary majority in 2001 and due to 

its homogeneity as the dominant parliamentary party and with Voronin as president, the 

PCRM exerted control over the state (Rodkiewicz, 2009). Voronin slowly took control of 

state institutions, placing allies in power and using reiderstvo171 tactics to take control of 

business and increase his, and that of his family’s, business empire172. Control over business 

was but one control method. The PCRM reduced the budgets of local governments, making 

these institutions dependent on the PCRM’s largesse and state-controlled media became a 

PCRM voice (Rodkiewicz, 2009). The PCRM turned into a patronage party, dispensing 

financial incentives to gain the support of other factions. It kept changing the electoral 

system to ensure the PCRM of continued victory (Rodkiewicz, 2009). The PCRM co-opted 
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opposition political parties to create a plaint opposition (Hale, 2015: 389). Voronin showed 

skill when dealing with the opposition and demonstrations, backing down at key intervals 

and offering concessions, only to re-calibrate later (Point.md, 2009).  

While the PCRM created a system where there was partial political plurality, 

Voronin became a lame duck in 2009 due to term limits. This created fissures in the regime, 

an issue that became acute when the PCRM’s main financial funder, withdrew his support. 

Plahotniuc had supported Marian Lupu as Voronin’s successor, but Voronin chose Zinaida 

Greceanîi (Hale, 2015: 405). Other oligarchs like Vlad Filat and Chiril Lucinschi began to offer 

the opposition financial support (Hale, 2013: 490). There is no denying that the emergence 

of 900,000 protesters across Moldova – due to the PCRM’s attempt to steal the 2009 

parliamentary election (Wilson, 2009) – weakened the capabilities of the security services to 

use repression (Mungiu-Pippidi and Munteanu, 2009: 138), and the attack by protesters on 

the parliament (Harding, 2009) certainly represented a revolution-type event. However, the 

police eventually managed to control central Chișinău, six days after protests began 

(Mungiu-Pippidi and Munteanu, 2009: 138). The PCRM’s collapse did not occur because of 

protests as in Kyiv in 2004, but because of a united opposition, who likely fearing further 

PCRM rule, denied the PCRM a parliamentary majority through unknown levels of unity. This 

accord, coupled with the loss of support for the PCRM, ended the PCRM’s monopoly on 

power and resulted in victory at the July 2009 parliamentary elections for the AEI coalition 

(Hale, 2015: 409).  

There is limited information on the PCRM and Voronin’s reactions to the Colour 

Revolutions, but the consolidation of power that the PCRM attempted was partly due to 

learning from the failure of Yanukovych in 2004. However, by late 2003, after Voronin 
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rejected the Kozak Memorandum173 relations with Russia deteriorated. By co-opting more 

nationalist-minded parties like the Christian Democrats, while also restricting the power of 

more pro-Russian factions (Hale, 2015: 380-381), Voronin increased his consolidation of 

power. Yet, the Colour Revolutions, especially the Orange Revolution, would have worried 

Voronin as protest could lead to regime collapse174. It is interesting to note that during 

Voronin’s presidency in 2006 the Moldovan Security Services (SIS) established Moldova’s 

first anti-terrorist centre to deal with all “manifestations of extremism” (Point.md, 2006b). 

As seen in chapter six, the case studies have a loose definition of what constitutes 

extremism, and although an oblique reference, it is likely Voronin worried about a possible 

Colour Revolution in Chișinău. While, there was a breakdown in relations between the 

Voronin regime and the Kremlin there remained significant links, due to Moldovan 

membership in the CIS, allowing the Moldovan and Russian regimes to share information. 

Such an event as the Orange Revolution would have been publicised in Moldova allowing 

the PCRM to learn too.  

Diffusion, linkage and lesson-drawing were also important for the Belarusian and 

Russian regimes. Lukashenka was a close ally of Milošević, and Milošević’s fall in 2000 

induced learning by the Belarusian regime (Feduta, 2005: 442). As seen in chapter six, the 

Belarusian and Russian regimes are closely interlinked and so would have worked together 

to counteract further Colour Revolutions in the post-Soviet space. Certainly, Belarus was a 

testing ground for the Kremlin and provided lessons with its earlier preventive counter-
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revolution (Hall, 2017b). Therefore, the Colour Revolutions highlight the power of linkage, 

diffusion and lesson-drawing in explaining authoritarian learning from external failure. 

4.2.2. Learning from the Arab Spring 

The Arab Spring was a set of mass protests across the Middle East and North 

African region and ended in the collapse of some regional authoritarian regimes. A 

combination of mass protests, the importance of social media, a symbol of martyrdom and 

repression that antagonised rather than dispersed, and in the case of Libya outside 

intervention, led to the collapse of regimes in Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and Yemen (Carapico, 

2013; Ghabra, 2015; Zemni, 2015; Abubakr Buera, 2015). However, there were successes, as 

some authoritarian regimes rode the protest wave and survived. Morocco and Jordan 

instigated reforms to placate enough of the populace to reduce support for demonstrations 

(Bank, 2012; Belghazi and Moudden, 2016). Algeria which was slightly out of kilter with 

other Arab states mixed reforms with the threat of state-sponsored violence to quell 

potential protests (Volpi, 2013).  

I analyse examples of success from the Arab Spring in chapter five. A wave of 

protests across a region renowned for the longevity of its authoritarian regimes would have 

alarmed other authoritarian regimes across the globe. For example, the Arab Spring clearly 

unsettled the Kremlin and the Belarusian regime. Putin (2014a) spoke of “chaos, violence” 

with the “Arab Spring” being replaced by the “Arab winter,” and Dmitriy Medvedev (2011) 

argued that the Arab Spring would “backfire” for the West, while Lukashenka (2011b; 

2014a) stated that the Belarusian army should prepare for a Western-sponsored coup. The 

Arab Spring alarmed the Belarusian and Russian regimes, and potentially the Moldovan and 

Ukrainian authorities. 
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Secretary of the Russian Security Council, Nikolai Patrushev, regularly met  

representatives from Middle Eastern and North African Security Councils to discuss the Arab 

Spring. In 2015, Patrushev visited Cairo and met his Egyptian counterpart, Fayza Abunnaga, 

to discuss “Colour Revolutions” and “their impact on the security of Russia and Egypt,” and 

the failure of the Egyptian regime during the Arab Spring (Security Council of the Russian 

Federation, 2015c). Another meeting saw Patrushev with Egyptian and Emirati officials to 

discuss how Colour Revolutions were being used “to divide the Muslim world and at the 

same time weaken Russia and China” (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2015b). 

During the meeting, Patrushev stated that “over the past decades, Russia has accumulated 

considerable experience in countering “Colour” revolutions” from passing legislation “aimed 

at strengthening the constitutional system, protecting territorial integrity,” while 

“countering terrorism and extremism,” and bringing up a patriotic youth cohort, developing 

“civil society institutions, and rallying the nation on the basis of common, spiritual, moral 

and historical values. On all these issues, we are ready to provide the necessary advisory 

assistance to our partners” (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2015b). It is 

indicative that Patrushev referred to the Arab Spring as a Colour Revolution, highlighting 

that the Kremlin was still affected by the Colour Revolution spectre. 

The Kremlin did not need to visit the Middle East and North African region – 

although first-hand information is always best – as television channels showed the protests. 

Putin (2012c: 3) remarked that the Arab Spring had occurred due to the growth of 

communication technologies, allowing protesters to use the Internet, social media and 

mobile phones to organise protests. While there should be free communication, Putin 

(2012c: 3) argued that there should be restrictions to stop their “use by terrorists and 
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criminals.” Putin (2012c: 3) also remarked that NATO intervention in Libya set a precedent, 

allowing others “to realise a “Libyan Scenario” which could have implications for Russian 

security. 

However, the primary lesson for the Kremlin was the so-called Gerasimov 

Doctrine175. Gerasimov (2013: 1) argued that the Arab Spring had changed perceptions of 

how war would be conducted in the future. The doctrine, or rather notion, stipulated that 

direct military confrontation between armies in the field was being replaced by “political, 

economic, informational, humanitarian and other non-military measures implemented with 

the use of the protest potential of the population” (Gerasimov, 2013: 1). Such ideas were 

used by the Kremlin in the Ukrainian conflict in what has been termed “guerrilla geopolitics” 

(Galeotti, 2015). 

It is revealing that the 2014 pro-Russian protests that began in south-east Ukraine 

were called the “Russian Spring,” which in part was a mockery of the alleged American 

intervention in the Arab Spring (Lauder, 2018). Such an example emphasises that the 

Kremlin learnt lessons from the Arab Spring. The Kremlin used nationalist groups to carry 

out the Russian Spring, providing it with deniability if necessary, but the Russian Spring idea 

came from the Kremlin (Jarzyńska, 2014). Nationalist groups were tasked with seizing 

buildings, beating up pro-Ukrainian activists and even attacking Russian speakers (Krutov, 

2014), thereby giving the Kremlin a justifiable reason for intervention (Dynko, 2014). The 

alliance with Russian nationalist factions to carry out Kremlin aims in Ukraine helped 

increase nationalist support for the regime after the 2011-2012 protests (Popescu, 2012; 
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Makarychev and Yatsyk, 2014; Laruelle, 2015). However, this does not detract from the 

lessons drawn by the Kremlin about the Arab Spring. 

The Belarusian reaction to the Arab Spring was relatively quick, with Lukashenka 

(2011b) mentioning instability and that elections in Egypt and Tunisia had not brought 

peace. While the 2013 Gerasimov ‘Doctrine’ was created as a direct response to the Arab 

Spring, it appears the Belarusian regime had also been learning, with Lukashenka (2012) 

stating that the Belarusian army needed to develop methods against a possible Arab Spring-

like event in Minsk. These reforms against non-military threats were completed in 2016 

(TUT.by, 2016b). In 2014, during a visit to the Holy Spirit Cathedral in Minsk, Lukashenka 

(2014a) stated that the authorities should constantly prepare for something like the Arab 

Spring. A couple of days later when addressing the National Assembly, Lukashenka (2014b) 

mentioned that the Belarusian regime had already prepared by controlling NGOs and the 

“fifth column176” and that poverty had caused the instability, so the regime needed to 

improve the Belarusian economy to reduce the likelihood of potential protests.  

As with the Orange Revolution where the Belarusian regime devised an ‘enemy’ in 

the form of the Polish and Lithuanian governments, the Arab Spring allowed the authorities 

to re-create the external ‘enemy’ story. Such discourse was helped by the 2012 teddy bear 

bombing177, allowing the Belarusian authorities to claim that then Swedish ambassador 

Stefan Eriksson supported radical groups to instigate an Arab Spring in Belarus 

(Yanushevskaya, 2012). The regime improved its listening capabilities, enhancing the 
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capacity of the IAC to poll Belarusians to find issues that could lead to future protests 

(Inanets, 2017). The authorities developed tactics to control the Internet and what 

Belarusians viewed online, as the Arab Spring had seen protesters unite online (Shraibman, 

2015). When the Arab Spring started, the Belarusian government allegedly issued orders to 

all regional state structures and security services to be ready for potential instability (Gryl’, 

2016). The numbers of police personnel were increased in 2011 and there were training 

exercises in Hrodna to counter-protests (AFN.by, 2011). The regime monitored opposition 

movements and constantly detained opposition activists (Tikhonenko, 2011). Phishing 

emails were sent to the email accounts of opposition activists, which allegedly originated 

from the KDB (Kanygin, 2011). The available evidence points to the Belarusian regime 

reacting to the Arab Spring and devising practices to restrict copy-cat protests in Belarus. 

Unlike the Belarusian and Russian regimes, the Moldovan authorities do not have 

the capacity and aptitude to exert the same level of control and react to the Arab Spring as 

the Belarusian and Russian authorities did. As a competitive authoritarian regime, the 

Moldovan authorities vie with other groups and the government does not have a full 

repressive palette. For example, the Arab Spring highlighted the power of social media to 

Moldovan civil society, contributing to organising the Moldovan 2015 and 2016 protests 

(Popşoi, 2015). According to Freedom House, the Moldovan authorities tried to exert 

greater control over the media (Point.md, 2012), although there was not the capacity for 

concerted media control. The Plahotniuc regime attempted to increase control over state 

institutions to restrict potential protests (NewsMaker, 2016d). This attempt at consolidation 

saw the simulation of reform and the reverse of earlier changes (Jurnal.md, 2016a). 

Although not directly linked to the Arab Spring, the Plahotniuc regime consistently gutted 
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reforms and attempted to create a frontage of change to placate Western backers178. It is 

likely that the Arab Spring was tracked in Chișinău, but it did not lead to significant changes, 

simply because Moldovan regimes do not have the capacity to make changes when events 

happen in other global regions. If changes occur in the post-Soviet space or Romania then 

the Moldovan authorities are more likely to react179. 

Like Moldova, there is limited information on the effect of the Arab Spring on 

Ukraine. However, like Moldova, the Yanukovych tried to consolidate control over state 

structures, at the time the Arab Spring started (Solodkiy, 2011: 5). The authorities devised 

new methods to control the electoral system (Minakov, 2011), and increased the number of 

Berkut and Griffin security personnel, while also procuring weapons, and instigating anti-

protest training exercises180 (Grani.ru, 2017). While it is likely the Arab Spring played a role 

in precipitating attempts at consolidation, Bankova began consolidation when Yanukovych 

became president in 2010 (Kudelia, 2014). Elsewhere, I (2017a: 163) have argued that 

Yanukovych was too busy “fighting the last war” of the Orange Revolution to acknowledge 

the Arab Spring, which is why Bankova failed with the Euromaidan, as the Euromaidan 

shared many similarities with the Arab Spring (Dagaev et al. 2014). 

Although there are limitations to the information available for how the Arab Spring 

affected the Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes there is evidence pointing to learning by 

these regimes. There is ample data of Kremlin and Belarusian regime learning from the Arab 

Spring. There is evidence of direct dialogue between, particularly the Kremlin, and regimes 
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in the Middle East and North Africa. This highlights that policy transfer and linkage occurred. 

The Arab Spring was televised, so representatives of each regime did not need to be on the 

streets of Cairo, Algiers on Tunis. Therefore, diffusion was also a key factor. It is likely that 

the linkage between the four case studies allowed lessons to be passed from one case to 

others. Although evidence is limited that the Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes learnt 

directly from the Arab Spring, there are pointers that all four case studies learnt from the 

Arab Spring, although the Belarusian and Russian regimes were more adept at lesson-

drawing from these events. 

4.2.3. Learning from a Protest in Kyiv 

The Euromaidan’s proximity resonated for the Kremlin, and the Belarusian regime 

and possibly the Moldovan authorities too. Yanukovych’s failure as a fellow authoritarian 

caused consternation for the Belarusian and Russian regimes (Maltseva, 2016: 144), and 

would have forced the regimes in Minsk and Moscow to learn. There were also potential 

lessons for the Moldovan regime. 

The Kremlin viewed Ukraine as similar to Russia, as the Russian authorities relied on 

a thesis by Tamara Guzenkova, deputy director of the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies 

(RISI), an organisation summed up as “where old spooks are sent to retire” (Kovalev and 

Bodmer, 2017). According to allegations levelled by former-RISI analyst, Alexander Sytin181, 

the Kremlin followed a document by Guzenkova which argued that Russian intervention 

would be welcomed in Ukraine, as Ukrainians had always supported Russia since the Treaty 
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of Pereyaslav182. This is certainly a failure as Russia failed to understand that Ukraine is 

different from Russia, both during the Orange Revolution and again during the Euromaidan.  

While possibly the Kremlin continued to fail to learn about Ukraine, there were lessons the 

Kremlin could draw from Bankova’s failure at the Euromaidan.   

During the Euromaidan Russian state media quickly had two discourses. On the one 

hand, Yanukovych was blamed for being weak, not resorting to sufficient violence to 

disperse protesters, negotiating with the West and allowing the West to fund far-right 

groups (Shestakhov, 2014: 1). On the other hand, Putin (2014d) claimed Yanukovych’s fall 

was a Western-sponsored coup against a legitimately elected president. Such rhetoric was 

used in 2004 in the aftermath of the Ukrainian Orange Revolution, when the Kremlin 

claimed it was Western-sponsored regime change (Wilson, 2005a: 183). However, the coup 

rhetoric of 2014 was stronger than in 2004.  

During the Euromaidan, Bankova used a group of thugs, called the Titushki, to 

attack protesters, thereby allowing the regime to deny any responsibility (Nemyrych, 2013). 

Bankova paid each Titushek between €25 and €50 to fight protesters (Goncharenko, 2014). 

The Titushki were “tracksuited thugs, a mixture of football hooligans, fight-club members 

and petty criminals” and operated with the Berkut security forces (Reid, 2015: 265).  

However, the Titushki were unorganised, ill-disciplined and violent, with the 

Titushki being “responsible for almost a dozen documented deaths, though many of their 

victims were among the ‘disappeared’” (Wilson, 2014c: 79). While the Titushki were 

notoriously violent when faced by large groups of protesters they often fled. One example 
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was when forty Titushki were found hiding in a supermarket, after losing a fight with 

football hooligans from Dynamo Kyiv and Dnipro (Kyiv Post, 2014b; Ukrainskaya Pravda, 

2014h).  

This failure in Ukraine precipitated Russia’s new security forces the Rosgvardiya and 

showed that the Kremlin was learning from the Euromaidan (Zygar, 2016: 181). Rosgvardiya 

is a separate entity to existing security services, giving the Kremlin a well-equipped armed 

force without relying on the army and “constitutional rules” (The Moscow Times, 2016a; 

E’kspert, 2016: 7). It has expanded to include the Ortyad Mobilny Osobogo Naznacheniya 

(OMON)183, the Special Rapid Response Unit and Interior Ministry troops with Rosgvardiya 

reaching 340,000 personnel (The Moscow Times, 2016b; Falaleev, 2016: 7; Sozaev-Guriev, 

2016: 2). Ostensibly, Rosgvardiya was created to fight terrorism, although the Kremlin is 

increasingly wary of the perceived enemy within (Zheleznova and Sinitsyn, 2016), and 

Rosgvardiya was used against protesters, most recently during protests in 2019 (Odissonova 

et al. 2019). The idea of creating the Rosgvardiya was first considered in 2013, but a 

significant reason for precipitating the construction of the force was because of the 

Euromaidan (E’kspert, 2016: 7; Veselov and Bondar, 2016: 24). Having seen protests in 

2011-2012 and the failure of the Berkut, the Kremlin learnt that a strong paramilitary force 

was necessary (Baidakova, 2016b: 7). 

With the Russian economy flat-lining, the Kremlin believes protests are possible 

and it needs a loyal paramilitary organisation, such as the Rosgvardiya to counter future 

protests (Shklyaruk, 2016: 5; Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2016: 2). A video of the Rosgvardiya 

training in Lyubertsy – just outside Moscow – highlights tactical development against 
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protesters (Standish, 2016; Otkrytaya Rossii, 2016). Under legislation Rosgvardiya personnel 

can shoot protesters (Interfax, 2016), and Rosgvardiya has wider powers than other Russian 

security services (Shvarev, 2016). The Rosgvardiya is only accountable to the president, 

giving it a stake in Putin’s survival (Baidakova, 2016a). While the 2011-2012 protests were 

peaceful, the OMON was found to be unable for controlling protests, and the failure of the 

Ukrainian regime to coerce protesters emphasised the need for a large, heavily equipped, 

repressive force (Nikol’skiy et al. 2016; E’kspert, 2016: 7; Veselov and Bondar, 2016: 24; 

Baidakova, 2016b: 7).  

The Belarusian regime took lessons from the Euromaidan, considering that Bankova 

had not constructed an identity acceptable to most Ukrainians. With Belarusian identity 

weak, the Belarusian regime considered it possible that a Donbas scenario could occur 

primarily in the eastern voblast of Mahilioŭskaja. Therefore, the Belarusian authorities 

began a soft-Belarusianisation policy to differentiate Belarus from Russia to internal and 

external audiences184. The regime promoted Belarusian in schools (Astapenia, 2014b) and 

endorsed a new history – although not fully – shifting from emphasising the Great Patriotic 

War – traditionally the basis of pro-regime identity (Marples, 2014) – to the Polish-

Lithuanian Grand Duchy with an emphasis placed on figures like Grand Duke Algirdas who 

beat Muscovy in the Fourteenth Century (Mojeiko, 2015). The centenary of the first 

independent Belarusian state in 1918 was celebrated in 2018, a date that until then was 

reserved for the non-regime opposition. The principality of Polotsk was given a makeover as 

an entity distinct from Kyivan Rus’ and, therefore, a separate Slavic unit. The Grand Duchy of 
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Lithuania is presented by the Belarusian regimes as a quasi-Belarusian state (Wilson, 2018: 

8).  

Russianisation which served Lukashenka well in maintaining public support in the 

past has been reduced. Soviet sounding street names have been replaced with the names of 

historic Belarusians to decrease Soviet nostalgia and promote Belarusian identity 

(Astapenia, 2014b). Security personnel deemed to close to the Kremlin were replaced by 

personnel considered loyal to Belarus, although these people remain pro-Russian, having 

trained in Russia and kept close ties with Russian security personnel185. During an address to 

the National Assembly Lukashenka (2014b) spoke about maintaining a strategic partnership 

with Russia while preserving Belarusian identity.  

While Lukashenka (2015a) has commented about protecting the Belarusian 

language, history and culture, there has only been limited Belarusianisation (Kłysiński and 

Żochkowski, 2016: 39; Shraibman, 2016b). This gradual approach is in part because the 

Belarusian regime is aware that rapid change would risk alienating most Belarusians and the 

Kremlin186. The Belarusianisation policy was an attempt to differentiate Belarus from Russia 

and promote Belarusian identity, but some key Belrusian historical figures like Kastus’ 

Kalinouski and Tadevsh Kastsyushka187 have been ignored due to their ‘recent’ Ninteenth 
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Century battles against Russia, and both figures have been passed to the Poles as national 

Polish heroes (Karbalevich, 2019). However, the Belarusian authorities instigated a 

Belarusianisation policy to promote an identity that increases support among the wider 

populace188. 

The Belarusian regime has balanced its soft-Belarusianisation with alliance with the 

Kremlin, as pro-Russian groups perceive this Belarusianisation policy as a precursor to a 

Ukraine scenario and the infringement on the rights of Russians (Kachurka, 2014; Fadeyev, 

2015; Instituta stran SNG, 2016). For instance, in December 2016, pro-Russian activists were 

arrested for claiming that Belarus was not a separate nation with a distinct language, history 

or culture (Shraibman, 2016b). Fearing that the Kremlin could use pro-Russian groups to 

stage protests that the Belarusian authorities would repress, the Belarusian security services 

arrested them in a pre-emptive strike189. This shows learning by the Belarusian authorities 

from events in Ukraine, as the Kremlin justified the annexation of Crimea and Donbas 

intervention on the basis of protecting Russians from nationalist Ukrainian groups. 

However, further Belarusinisation is unlikely as it will cause friction with Russia190, 

and the Kremlin retains economic leverage over Belarus, thereby limiting distancing by the 

Belarusian authorities from the Kremlin. As Belarus’s new hybrid-war military doctrine 

highlights it still works with Russia, seeing the West as the main threat (Sivitskiy, 2016; 

Hansbury, 2016). The Kremlin has tightened the screws in the energy and banking sectors, 

with Russian banks refusing to lower interest rates, which has affected Belarusian monetary 
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policy. The Kremlin has withdrawn funding for projects and constructed border controls, 

tying Belarus closer to Russia (Hansbury, 2017; Bohdan, 2017c; Preiherman, 2017b).  

As well as pseudo-Belarusification, the regime took another lesson from the 

Euromaidan. Bankova had used provocateurs and claimed the protesters were fascists 

(Wilson, 2014c: 69). During March 25, 2017, protests the Belarusian regime contended that 

a clandestine military-sports-club known as the Belyi Legion191 – which had dissolved in 

2000 – had re-emerged (Smok, 2017). The Belyi Legion reappeared in Belarusian state media 

after the social parasite protests (Smok, 2017). While it could be a case of domestic learning 

state media linked Belyi Legion to Pravy Sektor (BelGazeta, 2017a), a Ukrainian far-right 

groups which had received undue attention in the Russian media during the Euromaidan. 

This highlights that the Belarusian authorities learnt that a far-right group could justify 

repression and get Kremlin support. It is unlikely Belyi Legion was real; as the Belarusian 

authorities used it to justify a crackdown after the 2010 Minsk bombing. In 2017, it was used 

again as the enemy within (Pankovets, 2017). The regime resuscitated Belyi Legion for two 

reasons. Externally Belyi Legion as a similar organisation to Pravy Sektor was a message to 

the Kremlin to support Lukashenka (Lukashuk, 2017; Hansbury, 2017). Internally it was used 

to show Belarusians that future protests would be met with repression by the authorities192. 

As with the Arab Spring, there is less evidence to how the Moldovan regime 

reacted to the Euromaidan. The Moldovan regime got first-hand experience of the 

Euromaidan by meeting the Yanukovych-era Ukrainian ambassador, Serhiy Pyrozhkov, to 

find out what Bankova was doing against protesters. The Moldovan security services devised 
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practices to counteract a possible Maidan in Chișinău (Tristan, 2014). The Plahotniuc regime 

could not be seen to be cracking down on the opposition, as it needed EU funds. However, 

the Moldovan regime increased control over state structures and reduced “the protesters 

mobilization capacity to a manageable size193.” Media outlets controlled by Plahotniuc did 

not give much coverage to the Euromaidan to reduce potential protests in Moldova 

(TV7.md, 2014). The Moldovan security services requested greater legislative powers and 

equipment to cope with a potential Euromaidan in Chișinău (Point.md, 2014). 

The Euromaidan due to its proximity to other authoritarian regimes in the post-

Soviet space induced learning. It is clear that the Kremlin and the Belarusian regime learnt 

and even the Moldovan regime drew lessons. The learning from the failure of Bankova in 

2014 highlights a mixture of diffusion and linkage. The Euromaidan was well publicised and 

due to its geographical proximity in Kyiv, other neighbouring authoritarian regimes devised 

best practices against a domestic Euromaidan. Due to the linkage between Bankova and 

especially the Kremlin, but also the Belarusian and Moldovan regimes, there was significant 

lesson-drawing from events in Kyiv in the winter of 2013 and 2014. 

4.2.4. Learning from Western Failure 

For over a decade the EU has suffered a number of crises: from the Euro collapse to 

the refugee emergency and Brexit. This has allowed member states like Hungary and Poland 

to roll back democracy, which the EU has been unable to counter. Hungarian Prime 

Minister, Viktor Orbán, has consolidated power and hollowed out state institutions using 

constitutional amendments allowing him to centralise power (Verseck, 2013). Orbán forced 

                                                           
193

 Facebook correspondence with Mihai Popșoi – Blogger at www.moldovanpolitics.com and Vice-President of 

the Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS), 12/07/2017, Facebook. 

http://www.moldovanpolitics.com/


 

203 
 

many judges to retire and curbed the power of the Constitutional Court to monitor 

legislation and promoted allies to key positions, such as at the Central Bank. A regulatory 

media council set-up in 2016, monitors independent media outlets for supposed ‘biases’. If 

found – and it is the council which defines bias – then the accused outlet is fined (Zalan, 

2016). Orbán’s “illiberal democracy” serves as a model for other states (Friedman, 2016). 

Not only has the EU failed to curb the democratic rollback in member states like Hungary, 

but it has allowed candidate states, like Serbia under President Aleksander Vučić, to 

backslide on reforms (Milić, 2017: 56). 

Although the EU has not failed, as after all, it has not disappeared, its failure to curb 

democratic rollback, coupled with Brexit (Walker, 2016), and muted appetites for further 

expansion (Beesley, 2017), affects how ostensibly pro-European Moldovan and Ukrainian 

elites perceive EU viability. Moldovan elites have calculated that reform is now 

unnecessary194. The EU does not have the energy to enforce reforms. By signing the 

association agreement with Moldova and Ukraine the EU cannot enforce reforms, as there 

is nothing the EU can offer Moldova and Ukraine as membership is a distant prospect195. 

4.3. Learning from External and Internal Failure: The example of Moldova 

Moldova provides an example of learning from internal and external failure. 

Moldovan regimes learnt from events like the 2004 Orange Revolution, the Arab Spring and 

the Euromaidan. However, it is likely that lessons were taken from the 2015 and 2017 
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Romanian protests. A domestic example of failure was the 2009 Twitter Revolution. 

Plahotniuc was likely susceptible to learning from domestic examples196. 

In the build-up to the 2009 Twitter Revolution197 the PCRM fought a dirty 

parliamentary electoral campaign, which by regional standards was not especially 

fraudulent, but there was harassment of television stations and businesses. Moldovans 

living in the West were unlikely to vote for the PCRM and they had difficulties registering to 

vote. During the elections, the PCRM padded their vote tally, instead of the 45% published 

by exit polls before the election, it got the necessary 50% to allow it to form a government 

without needing a coalition partner (Wilson, 2009).  

The electoral fraud led to protests in Chișinău and eventually some demonstrators 

stormed parliament. Police managed to prevent a small group capturing the presidential 

office (Harding, 2009). While the PCRM won the election it was one seat short of the needed 

61 seats to give it the right to choose the president without the support of other parties. 

However, against a concerted opposition, who refused to break ranks, the PCRM could not 

get approval for its presidential candidate (Mungiu-Pippidi and Munteanu, 2009: 138-139).  

The Twitter Revolution united the opposition, stopping the PCRM getting 61 

parliamentary seats and a super-constitutional majority198. Indirectly the Twitter revolution 

led to a change of government. The haemorrhaging of PCRM support – epitomised by 
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Plahotniuc stopping his financial support for the PCRM199 – led to a four-way coalition 

between the PDM, Party of Liberal Democrats of Moldova (PLDM), Liberal Party and the Our 

Moldova Alliance in the AEI coalition. While the Twitter Revolution was itself not a 

revolution, as it did not result directly in a change of government, it remains important not 

only for Plahotniuc but also for many current pro-European elites who in 2007 were PCRM 

members200. The recount demanded by protesters and a united opposition that refused to 

be split, eventually led to a new parliamentary election in July 2009 and the loss of control 

by the PCRM to the AEI coalition. Therefore, the PCRM’S failure in 2009 would resonate for 

Plahotniuc as an example of what not to do.  

The 2015 Romanian protests lasted six days ending in the resignation of Prime 

Minister Victor Ponta’s government. The death of 64 people caused by a fire in a central 

Bucharest nightclub was the catalyst for anti-corruption protests (Euronews, 2015). Protest 

numbers grew when it was discovered that the nightclub opened without a fire permit, as 

protests turned into wider anti-corruption demonstrations (Ilie, 2017). About 25,000 

protesters took to the streets in central Bucharest on November 4, 2015, demanding the 

resignations of Ponta and Interior Minister Gabriel Oprea, which eventually to the 

resignation of Ponta (Ciobanu, 2015; Marinas and Ilie, 2015).  

New anti-corruption protests occurred in Romania in 2017. After Sorin Grideanu’s 

election as prime minister on January 4, 2017, the coalition of the Social-Democrat Party 

(PSD) and Alliance of Liberals and Democrats passed a secret change to the penal code (de 

Costin, 2017), to officially reduce overcrowding in prisons but in actuality, to release 
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politicians convicted of corruption. The proposal had one significant beneficiary, the leader 

of PSD, Liviu Dragnea, who was given a suspended two-year sentence for corruption in 2012 

(Paun, 2017). While the government tried to continue with the proposal, concerted protests 

forced it to back down (French, 2017; Gillett, 2017a; 2017b; Gillett and Henley, 2017; 

Fishwick, 2017; Ciobanu, 2017; Connett, 2017). Due to the large Moldovan diaspora in 

Romania the Moldovan regime has to learn from events in Romania, especially when 

protests are about corruption. The 2015 and 2017 Romanian protests allowed the Moldovan 

regime to learn from the failure of the Romanian government201. 

The Moldovan regime had already experienced protests for a year between 2015 

and 2016 due to the loss of a billion dollars by three banks. However, in 2017, the Moldovan 

regime initiated changes to the electoral system allowing the PDM to gain greater control202, 

resulting in protests in Chișinău (Smeshnaya, 2017). The learning that occurred from the 

2009, 2015-2017 protests and the Romanian protests allowed the Moldovan authorities to 

instigate those lessons (Journal.md, 2016b) from stopping protesters reaching Chișinău by 

setting-up police cordons every 30 kilometres and discontinuing local buses and trains 

travelling to Chișinău. By the standards of Moldovan politics, an excessive police presence 

was deployed203. Lessons from 2009 were particularly relevant, as many in the regime had 

been a part of the PCRM before 2009204. For instance, former-Interior Minister Jizdan and 
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former-Director of the General Police Inspectorate Alexandru Pânzari were both involved in 

the 2009 repression (Jurnal.md, 2016f). 

4.4. Learning from Internal Failures in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine 

While internal learning in authoritarian learning is understudied an analysis of 

learning in the four case studies will increase understanding that both failure and success 

are crucial to authoritarian learning. Internal learning is likely very important in Moldova 

and Ukraine. Elites change political allegiance, like Plahotniuc who moved between political 

parties and retained a close affinity with President Dodon. How close is speculative, but 

there were rumours that Dodon and  Plahotniuc worked together in a cartel, although as 

later events showed it was a cartel of convenience (Całus, 2018b). Plahotniuc learnt from his 

time in the PCRM and the 1990s as a businessman. Moldovan elites often take lessons from 

the past205. Poroshenko also was in earlier regimes at the centre of power under Kuchma, 

Yushchenko and Tymoshenko (Hale, 2015: 333), giving him plenty of learning opportunities.  

These are clear instances of authoritarian learning from internal examples, but they 

do not analyse learning from internal failure. I will analyse Belarusian and Russian learning 

from the Soviet collapse and Lukashenka and Putin’s learning from Vyacheslau Kebich and 

Yeltsin’s failure. I then address image failure. This is relevant to the Belarusian and Russian 

regimes, where leader image is important. Originally, Putin’s image was that of a 

bureaucrat, but the Kursk disaster put pay to this image, and it is an example of learning 

from failure. A final set of examples are the learning from the failure of the 2004 Orange 
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Revolution for the Yanukovych regime and the learning that occurred after the Euromaidan 

by the Poroshenko regime. 

4.4.1. Learning from History 

4.4.1.1. Lessons from the Soviet Period 

Malinova (2011: 108) analysed speeches by Putin to the Federal Assembly, finding 

that the majority of historical references were devoted to the Soviet period and the 1990s. 

One lesson from the Soviet Union for Putin (2016b) was that Lenin’s federalisation policy 

created “a time bomb”. While there were other reasons for centralisation under Putin after 

2000, like attempts by oligarchs and regional elites to create regional kingdoms and the 

2004 Beslan disaster (Gel’man, 2015a: 23-24), Soviet federal failure was one reason for 

Putin’s centralisation.  

Economics is another lesson of Soviet failure. Under Putin the economy is largely 

controlled by allies and the Kremlin preserves their interests, and the extent of the private 

sector remains vague (Dawisha, 2014; Makeev, 2017; Murtazaev, 2012)206. While the 

economy is controlled it is less regulated than the Soviet planned economy. Putin (2012b) 

stated that Lenin introduced a market economy with the New Economic Policy in the 1920s 

and that a market economy brings prosperity. During his millennium message, Putin (1999) 

was unequivocal that the Soviet economy had “doomed” Russia. The Kremlin is particularly 

worried about the disenchantment among the populace that led to the demise of the Soviet 

Union. Elites in the Russian regime are fearful of “systemic collapse” and a sluggish economy 

which would cause wide public dissatisfaction. With many of Putin’s close allies having 
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witnessed the Soviet collapse the Kremlin retains a large repressive capacity (Galeotti, 

2019b). 

In Belarus, Lukashenka (2016b) stated that the Soviet collapse was due to it 

producing insufficient good quality consumer products. Therefore, the Belarusian regime 

has established an updated Soviet economy (Lukashenka, 2016a), with the government 

taking lessons from the Soviet collapse, and attempting to improve the Soviet economy. 

Allegedly upon coming to power in 1994, Lukashenka asked his advisors if anyone knew how 

to build a capitalist system, and when no one answered in the affirmative he asked if they 

knew about the Soviet economy. This question was answered positively by his advisors and 

Lukashenka allegedly said “okay we shall go with what we know then.” While an analogy it 

does explain the strong late Soviet elements existing in the Belarusian economy, with the 

state maintaining control over most industries207.  Lukashenka remains Sovietised, wanting 

to construct a modernised Soviet state (Ioffe, G, 2014: 125; Karbalevich, 2010: 50)208, and 

like Putin, Lukashenka (2016e) stated that the Soviet collapse was a cataclysm.  

As mentioned in chapter two, habitus is how people shape their present through 

their past (Bourdieu, 1972; 2000). Most elites in the case studies grew up in the Soviet 

Union. Putin is a good example of how habitus affects his present. Growing up on the 

streets of Leningrad – from a relatively poor household – it is likely Putin perceived the 

Soviet system as failing, at the very least economically. Hill and Gaddy (2015: 76-105) argue 
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that Putin was a “survivalist.” While we do not know what a youthful Putin thought, he must 

have been aware that the Soviet system was not performing effectively due to his family’s 

poverty in a worker’s paradise.  

Unlike Lukashenka whose political career took off in the Gorbachev period (Ioffe, G, 

2014: 123-124) Putin having been a KGB officer in Dresden in the late 1980s only saw 

Gorbachev’s reforms up close in the last Soviet days when he returned to Leningrad in 1990 

(Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 107-108). While Putin largely missed Glasnost and Perestroika, East 

Germany was a good learning environment. The East German regime having been 

abandoned by the Soviet Union was left with a crumbling economy and ideology (Hill and 

Gaddy, 2015: 114). This was similar to the Soviet Union – but witnessing it in Dresden – 

Putin concluded that ideology was insufficient for regime survival (Gevorkyan et al. 2000: 

71-72). A final lesson was that Glasnost allowed ordinary citizens to speak out (Aron, 2012: 

43); which for a KGB officer was anathema, as allowing the public to speak freely had led to 

questions about the legality of the Soviet Union and decreased support for the Union.  

4.4.1.2. Lessons from the 1990s  

The so-called wild 1990s resonated for Putin as a failure. Putin (2015b) blamed 

Yeltsin for the Soviet collapse. This fits with his often miss referenced address to the Federal 

Assembly that Soviet failure was a geopolitical disaster. Rather it was the 1990s which 

brought instability, oligarchs, mass poverty all against a “dramatic economic downturn, 

unstable finances, and the paralysis of the social sphere” (Putin, 2005). During the 

millennium message, Putin (1999) argued that after the 1990s, Russia needed patriotism 

and state strengthening, and the wild capitalism that existed under Yeltsin would end. Other 

lessons of the ‘failure’ of the 1990s were that the parade of sovereignties and personal fiefs 
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in regions like Karelia and Tatarstan (Gel’man, 2010: 9-10; Prokhanov, 2013) could not 

reoccur. In 1993 and again in 1999, Yeltsin could have been impeached (Sakwa, 2008b: 123, 

136). Such a lesson of failure was taken by Putin. After becoming president in 2000, he set 

about making certain impeachment could never reoccur. It is one reason why by the end of 

his first term in 2004, he coerced the media, other political parties and the oligarchs209. 

State weakness under Yeltsin was epitomised by defeat in the First Chechen War (1994-

1996). It is one reason why during the Second Chechen War (1999-2009), Putin showed a 

strongman persona (Moscatelli, 2011). While Yeltsin did not lose power, the 1990s were 

considered a failure by Putin’s Kremlin. 

Both the Belarusian and Russian regimes speak of the instability of the 1990s, 

equating it with corruption and violence. Lukashenka drew lessons from the failure of Prime 

Minister Vyacheslau Kebich to win the 1994 presidential election. Lukashenka (2002) during 

his annual address to parliament, referred to the Kebich period (1991-1994) as a 

“nightmare”. As incumbent Kebich had the resources to win the 1994 presidential elections, 

but having never contested a truly competitive election he was unprepared (Way, 2012: 

629-631). Kebich controlled the media and used electoral manipulation to assure himself of 

victory (Way, 2012: 636). Both were practices Kebich learnt in the late 1980s (Wilson, 

2011a: 148). However, Kebich misunderstood the art of democratic competition, failing to 

ensure he had the full support of regional elites. Kebich also failed to take Lukashenka 

seriously as a candidate (Way, 2012: 642). Kebich’s failure to get elected in 1994 was a 

lesson for Lukashenka210. 

                                                           
209

 Interview with Maria Lipman – Editor-in-chief of the Counterpoint Journal, 01/11/2016, Moscow.  

210
 Interview with Alexei Pikulik – Analyst at the Belarusian Institute of Strategic Studies and Professor at the 

European University of St. Petersburg, 12/12/2017, Minsk. 



 

212 
 

Another lesson Lukashenka took from the Kebich period was that corruption should 

be hidden. According to Lukashenka (2014c), the Kebich government had taken corruption 

to extremes. Highlighting learning, Lukashenka (EJ.BY, 2018) has stated consistently that 

elites should not take too much, but the system has constructed hidden corrupt activities, 

although Belarus is less corrupt than other post-Soviet states (Smok, 2015). Another lesson 

was that while Kebich had Russian support, he and Stanislav Shushkevich – former head of 

the Supreme Soviet – constructed a Belarusian identity allied to the West, which upset most 

Belarusians. Lukashenka (2003) stated that he understood the people better and knew what 

they wanted, a return to stability and continuance of the Soviet Union or close relations 

with Russia.  

4.4.2. Learning from Image Failure 

Another area of authoritarian failure is the failure of leader image. For personalised 

regimes like Belarus and Russia, it is important that the leader’s image is maintained 

constantly. A collapse of image will lead to questions about legitimacy. One example of 

image failure is during the early days of Putin’s first presidency. Although Putin flew a 

helicopter at the beginning of the Second Chechen War in 1999, the Kursk disaster finally 

confirmed that a macho persona was required, rather than a bureaucratic image. The failure 

of the bureaucratic image during the Kursk disaster has seen a more macho Putin figure 

since and is a case of Kremlin learning. 

Putin became acting president in 1999 as a relative unknown, but his name recall to 

the majority of Russians increased after a speech made on television promising to kill 

Chechen terrorists by “wasting them in the outhouse211”. Such tough-guy rhetoric was 
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accepted by most Russians. However, as president after 2000 one event threatened the 

tough-guy image, the sinking of the K-141 Kursk submarine. This modern submarine – in 

service since 1995 – was the pride of the Russia navy. On August 12, 2000, it sank in the 

Barents Sea due to a hydrogen peroxide explosion (Sakwa, 2008a: 88). 

Initially, the authorities blamed a collision with another naval vessel of an 

unidentified state, while also internally blaming “the guilty” (Rossiskaya Gazeta and INTAR-

TASS, 2000: 1) without defining who the culpable were. The Navy claimed the Kursk’s 

sinking was the machinations of a foreign power (Zvrev, 2000: 2). The sinking of the 

submarine was compounded by the fact that the crew were poorly trained and the 

submarine did not have an escape hatch, which would have allowed the seamen to 

evacuate. The Navy refused to acknowledge there was an incident for nine hours. Russian 

ships in the vicinity failed to come to the rescue, and when finally a rescue team was sent 

the rescue was bungled as the rescue team were poorly trained (Gessen, 2014: 164-166).  

Putin initially refused to go to Viyayevo, the Kursk’s home base, stating his 

presence would only get in the way of specialists (Rossisskya Gazeta and ITAR-TASS, 2000: 

1). Ten days after the sinking he visited Viyayevo but was accosted by an angry relativers of 

the sailors (Gessen, 2014: 168-170). This was compounded by a television interview with 

Larry King, where Putin was asked what happened to the submarine, to which Putin 

responded “it sank” (CNN, 2000). This and the verbal abuse Putin suffered in Viyayevo was 

publicised in the Russian media (Shevtsova, 2005: 117; Burrett, 2011: 40), ending an 

unofficial truce where Russian media did not criticise Putin.  

Although there were other reasons for the change of Putin’s image, the Kursk 

disaster and Putin’s failure to deal effectively with the situation, contributed to the Kremlin 
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changing Putin’s image to one of mystique, celebrity and a macho-man persona (Arutunyan, 

2014; Goscilo, 2011; 2013). Since Kursk, Putin has quickly been on the scene of all crises. For 

instance, with the Dubrovka Theatre siege, when Chechen terrorists took an audience 

hostage on October 23, 2002, Putin cancelled a meeting with American President George W 

Bush (BBC, 2002), emphasising he had learnt he needed to be on the scene. During the 2004 

Beslan school disaster when Chechen terrorists took control of a school, Putin was very 

visible (Toal, 2017: 90). Such a learning curve was seen after the explosion at the Sayano-

Sushkenia hydroelectric plant in 2009. Putin not only visited the plant but held a visual 

conference call and spoke with relatives (Gerasimenko, 2009). 

Another event was the public dressing down of oligarch, Oleg Deripaska, to re-open 

his factory in Leningrad Oblast and pay employees. It was broadcast on television showing 

Putin arriving by helicopter and forcing an oligarch to re-open a factory and pay his workers. 

It was the personification of the Tsar looking after his people. An agreement had already 

been reached in Moscow the day before, but the televised dressing down of Deripaska 

played well to the crowd (Badanin et al. 2009). This was the continuation of the 

dramaturgiya which has personified Putin’s rule from “Putin versus the Chechens” to “Putin 

versus the oligarchs” (Wilson, 2012). The Kursk disaster was a lesson of internal failure for 

the Kremlin.  

Although, the presidential direct line (pryamaya liniya)212 is a lesson from the 

failure of the Soviet Union to speak with its citizens, the Kursk disaster was a factor as Putin 

had appeared distant during the Kursk sinking. The pryamaya liniya as Putin (2001b) stated 

                                                           
212

 The pryamaya liniya is a heavily circumscribed event, where for about four hours Putin answers the 
questions of the public. These questions are often vetted beforehand; allowing Putin to practice answers 
beforehand (Davies, K, 2017). 



 

215 
 

at the first event, provided the Kremlin with knowledge about the problems faced by 

Russians, and the first pryamaya liniya occurred soon after the Kursk disaster pointing to 

learning. Although, less popular than it once was (Korchenkova, 2015: 2; Korchenkova and 

Samokhina, 2013: 2), the pryamaya liniya is still watched by about 60% of Russians 

(Korchenkova and Miller, 2017: 3) and is a controlled environment allowing the Kremlin to 

show that Putin deals with citizens’ problems, while being seen by millions of viewers (Hill 

and Gaddy, 2015: 76). Pryamaya liniya shows that Putin is close to the majority of Russians, 

and due to the failure of Putin to appear caring during the Kursk disaster, it is a contributory 

factor to the direct line in 2001. 

4.4.3. Bankova Learning from the Orange Revolution and the Euromaidan 

4.4.3.1. Yanukovych and Orange Lessons for after 2010 

Two final examples of internal learning are the lessons various Ukrainian regimes 

took from protests in Kyiv in 2004 and 2013-2014. The Yanukovych regime took lessons 

from the Orange Revolution and the Poroshenko government drew lessons from the 

Euromaidan. I (2017a: 163) have argued that Yanukovych was “fighting the last war” 

devising best practices to reduce the chance of a new Orange Revolution forcing him from 

power after 2010. Yanukovych learnt a number of lessons from the failure to get elected as 

president in 2004. Firstly, his image received a makeover (Hall, 2017a: 164). Having been the 

only one in 2004 advocating the use of violence against protesters (Wilson, 2005a: 136), in 

the run-up to the 2010 presidential elections Yanukovych spoke about how the Orange 

Revolution was the democratic will of Ukrainians (Yekelchyk, 2007: 224), and he employed 

American public relations specialists to change his error-prone image (Wilson, 2015: 342), 
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while playing on the frustrations of Ukrainians after the failures of the Orange Revolution 

(Haran and Prokopchuk, 2010; Motyl, 2010: 125). 

Secondly, Yanukovych turned the Party of Regions into a dominant party (Hall, 

2017a: 164). Party of Regions co-opted politicians from smaller parties and was willing to 

work with an array of other political parties, while remaining highly centralised internally 

(Kudelia, 2014: 20; Way, 2015a: 49; Haran, 2013b: 76), which made it a strong force and 

improved its ability to win elections. Thirdly, Yanukovych used the financial resources of 

supporters like oligarch Rinat Akhmetov to offer monetary incentives for opposition 

politicians to join Party of Regions (Way, 2015a: 64-65; Kudelia, 2012: 424). Fourthly, the 

Yanukovych regime used pro-regime groups to act as pro-regime protesters when needed, 

and to harass opposition groups (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2010j). 

Fifthly, Yanukovych took over state structures when he became president in 2010, 

with the Supreme and Constitutional Court becoming regime friendly courts (Pastukhova, 

2011b). Control of the Constitutional Court allowed Yanukovych to revert to the 1996 

constitution, thereby giving him freedom from parliament and control over ministers, the 

SBU and the Prosecutor General’s Office (Kudelia, 2013: 175; 2014: 21). As well as control 

over state structures and return to the 1996 constitution, Yanukovych formed a coalition 

with the Communist Party and the Lytvyn Bloc, which increased control over parliament 

(Kudelia, 2014: 21; Haran, 2011: 97). 

Sixthly, the electoral playing field was heavily skewed in favour of the regime. With 

a parliamentary majority, Yanukovych removed Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko (Riabchuk, 

2012: 11). Once Yanukovych had got Mykola Azarov approved as prime minister, the 

Communists and the Lytvyn Bloc were excluded from many government decisions (Fisun, 
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2011). Svoboda was used by Bankova to tarnish all opposition parties as far-right, which 

alienated enough voters from the opposition (Kramer, O, 2013). Political technology was 

used to create small political parties to take votes off of the opposition at elections, and 

2004 legislation that allowed for coalitions, was changed to deny coalition formation, which 

splintered the opposition vote (Oleksiyenko, 2013; Kramer, O, 2012; McPhedran, 2012; 

Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012b; Vasylyev, 2012). A final tactic was to buy politicians who had 

just got elected to opposition parties, to join Party of Regions. As there was no requirement 

that a new election be held, Party of Regions gained new deputies to the detriment of the 

opposition (Wilson, 2012). 

Seventhly, NGOs were required to detail the activities of employees, and new 

legislation severely restricted NGO operations in the fields of democracy and human rights 

(Pastukhova, 2011a). The SBU gained legislative powers to monitor NGO actions for 

subversive activities (Riabchuk, 2012). Eighthly, the number of security service personnel 

was increased, and legislation was passed giving the Berkut greater discretionary powers to 

disperse protesters (Jacobs, 2014; Tregubov, 2011). The Titushki were created to act as a 

pro-regime rent-a-mob (Rudenko, O, 2014), and anti-fascist youth groups were established 

to act against protesters (Mikhel’son and Velichko, 2013). Ninthly, Yanukovych created a 

‘family’ to control patronage, thereby – at least it was hoped – reducing regime fracturing 

that had contributed to the 2004 failure (Kudelia, 2014: 20). The power of the ‘family’ gave 

Bankova control over state institutions like the Energy Ministry and the Inland Revenue 

(Leshchenko, 2013).  

While Yanukovych learnt from the failure of 2004, the lessons he took and his 

implementation of those lessons contributed to the Euromaidan. The growing 
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authoritarianism and control of state structures created a zero-sum-game between the 

regime and the opposition (Haran, 2013a). This zero-sum-game resulted in growing 

opposition unity in the build-up to the 2015 presidential elections and was just in time for 

the Euromaidan. The emergence of the Yanukovych ‘family’, which stripped $8 billion 

annually from the Ukrainian economy (Wilson, 2014b), alienated established groups who 

perceived that their resource access was being threatened, resulting in their support for the 

Euromaidan (Neef, 2014). Although Yanukovych learnt from the 2004 failure, those lessons 

directly contributed to the Euromaidan, highlighting that learning is not always successful.  

4.4.3.2. Poroshenko’s Lessons after the Euromaidan 

Poroshenko learnt from Yanukovych’s mistakes during the Euromaidan. While 

Yanukovych attempted to create what Putin did in Russia213, Poroshenko took a quieter 

approach to power consolidation with control of the Prosecutor General’s Office going 

under the radar. Unlike Yanukovych, whose jailing of Tymoshenko shocked the West, the 

temporary jailing of confidantes of Kolomois’kyy and politician Oleh Lyashko helped 

Poroshenko’s inaudible consolidation of power (Sukhov et al. 2016). Like Yanukovych, 

Poroshenko placed allies in control of key institutions (BusinessViews, 2017), although 

Poroshenko was subtler in the number of allies in control of state institutions214.  

With Russia’s rapid annexation of Crimea and support for separatist groups in the 

DPR and LPR, such moves could be put down to the current war. However, there was 

concern as Poroshenko instigated practices which raised questions to whether Bankova 

used the war as an excuse to consolidate power. One example was the ban on civil servants 
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criticising the government, with the legislation used to stop Saakashvili from continuing to 

criticise then Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Therefore, Poroshenko used legislation to 

limit criticism of the authorities (Melkozerova, 2017). This aversion to criticism was 

highlighted by one interviewee215 who argued that Poroshenko did not accept criticism and 

only used the formal vi (you) form with ministers. 

Poroshenko instigated media restrictions as social media played a significant role in 

organising protesters and sharing information during the Euromaidan. Under Poroshenko, 

journalists were attacked. On the day that journalist Pavel Sheremet was killed in July 2016 

(Miller, Christ, 2016) another journalist, Maria Rydvan, was stabbed (Interfax-Ukraine, 2016) 

and five days after Sheremet’s death another journalist was beaten (Liga.net, 2016b).  

Sheremet’s death remains unsolved. If his death is due to Russian operatives, far-

right Ukrainian elements or even Belarusian agents then it implies Ukraine is a weak state.  

CCTV footage showed two people loitering by his car at about 2:40 am. One spent about 20 

seconds kneeling by the car (Obozrevatel’, 2016). The footage should have allowed the 

security services to find the perpetrators. The Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting 

Project (OCCRP) and their Ukrainian partner Slidstvo found that the police investigation was 

flawed. Their own investigation pointed to SBU collusion (Organized Crime and Corruption 

Reporting Project, 2017a). While it is uncertain that the SBU wanted Sheremet dead, he was 

investigating groups close to the Poroshenko regime and the failure to find his killers 

(Ukrayins’ka Pravda, 2018a) leads to questions of complicity and incompetence. 

After the Euromaidan, Ukrainian television channels have had “content 

supervisors”. These are the channel’s owners dictating what content their channels show 
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(Detektor, 2016), which fits the argument put forward by one interviewee216 that the media 

had a gentleman’s agreement with the presidential administration not to criticise 

Poroshenko. The new ministry of information – like the Kremlin – used trolls to counter their 

Russian equivalents, while promoting Poroshenko (Sokolinskaya, 2016). As in Russia, these 

trolls attacked journalists online for publishing information detrimental to Poroshenko. 

Head of the Ministry of Information Policy, Yuriy Stets’, at the time stated that he would 

create a Ukrainian Internet army, to counter Russian disinformation while promoting 

Poroshenko (Sukhov, 2016f). The trolls could be a lesson from Russia but they could also be 

a lesson from Yanukovych’s failure. Another lesson from Yanukovych’s failure was his media 

regulation. It failed as Bankova could not control the whole narrative. Poroshenko took a 

softer approach, by not trying to regulate the media. Rather Poroshenko reached 

agreements with other oligarchs to control the narrative217. 

4.5. Conclusion 

This chapter provided answers to propositions four and five. It is clear that 

authoritarian regimes learn from failure. As seen the reactions to the Orange Revolution, 

the Arab Spring, and the Euromaidan by the four case studies emphasise that learning 

occurred, although the Belarusian and Russian regimes appeared more adept at developing 

best practices. This fits the notion that as established authoritarian regimes the Belarusian 

and Russian governments have fuller learning capabilities than their Moldovan and 

Ukrainian counterparts. However, there was evidence that the Moldovan and Ukrainian 
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authorities learnt from these events. Therefore, there is evidence that authoritarian regimes 

learn from examples of external failure.  

However, the chapter also showed that the four case studies learnt from internal 

examples of authoritarian failure. The Kremlin and the Belarusian regime learnt from Soviet 

failure and the failures of the 1990s. The Moldovan regime due to elites moving from one 

government to another learnt from the 2009 revolution and the ensuing loss of power for 

the PCRM. Similarly, Ukrainian regimes took lessons from the Orange Revolution and the 

Euromaidan, although Yanukovych’s lessons from 2004 contributed to Bankova’s failure at 

the Euromaidan, and Poroshenko’s subtle consolidation of power after the Euromaidan did 

not save him from electoral defeat in 2019.  

There is evidence that authoritarian regimes are as likely to learn from failure as success. 

However, before confirming proposition four, analysis of learning from success will need to 

be addressed to ascertain whether this is the case. Similarly, there are pointers to the 

notion that authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from internal examples as 

external examples. However, again further analysis is needed to confirm this. 
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Chapter Five: 

Learning from External and Internal Success 

“It’s hard for an authoritarian to admit they learnt from success. Learning from failure 

gives you credit.” 

Quote from Ekim Arbatli218 

5.1. Introduction  

Chapter four began answering proposition four and five, by analysing learning from 

failure. I address the area of success. Unlike failure, which is relatively easy track, like media 

coverage of the Euromaidan, or the Kremlin gaining inside knowledge of the failure of 

Bankova at the Euromaidan after many former Berkut officers joined the Russian interior 

ministry in 2014 (Gazeta.ru, 2014). However, success tends to go under the radar. Few 

authoritarian leaders would admit they learnt from the success of others, it is much better 

to be the first to learn from the failure of others and instigate success. While, former Uzbek 

President, Karimov, is a success to Putin because he learnt first from the failure of earlier 

authoritarian regimes during the Colour Revolutions (Zygar, 2016: 107), Putin has not 

publically admitted his admiration for Karimov’s success. 

Therefore to truly assess that authoritarian regimes learn, equally from success and 

failure and likewise, from external and internal examples, I address examples of learning in 

the four case studies. As in chapter four, I take a thematic approach in the examples chosen. 

I split chapter five into two sections. The first section analyses examples of learning from 
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external instances. By contrast, the second segment addresses learning from examples of 

internal success. The first external example analyses how the growth of illiberal democracy 

in the EU, Turkey and America are models for Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes to backslide 

on reforms. The second external example is whether China and Singapore are models for 

the four case studies. The third external example addresses lessons that the Kremlin took 

from perceived Western attempts at regime change in Russia and the wider post-Soviet 

space. Another example analyses is the copying of NGO legislation. A final external example 

is Kuchma’s learning from Yeltsin’s 1996 re-election in Russia. Internal instances of learning 

from success analyse historical figures that play a role in idea implementation in the 

present. This is particularly so for the Kremlin. The other examples of learning from internal 

success are the lessons Plahotniuc and Poroshenko took from their roles in past regimes.  

5.2. Learning from External Success in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine 

While not every example analyses all four case studies the examples highlight that 

success is important for authoritarian learning and confirm that learning from external 

examples is crucial for authoritarian learning. One example is Kremlin learning from regimes 

that stopped a revolution during the Arab Spring. For instance, Patrushev visited the 

Algerian Director of External Security, Rachid Lallali, to discuss “the prospects for the 

development of the situation in the Middle East and North Africa” (Security Council of the 

Russian Federation, 2012b). By talking with the Algerian regime about Algerian successes 

the Kremlin learnt. Similarly, in 2016, Patrushev met Chief of the Moroccan 

Counterespionage and Police Service to get details about “the situation in the Middle East 

and North Africa” (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2016b). 
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5.2.1. Illiberal Democracies in Europe and the rise of Trump in America 

I analyse learning from success examples for Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes. As 

mentioned in chapter one, Moldovan and Ukrainian authorities are not established 

authoritarian regimes like Belarus and Russia. Therefore, Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes 

likely look to existing successful models to devise power consolidation methods. While there 

is a strong relationship between Putin, Erdoğan and Orbán, it is Erdoğan and Orbán who 

have learnt from Putin219, and to understand authoritarian learning in the four case studies I 

concentrate on Moldova and Ukraine who are likely to draw lessons from Erdoğan and 

Orbán. However, when assessing Trump and his effect on democratic backsliding in 

Moldova and Ukraine, I mention that the Trump presidency changed Kremlin calculations. 

The arrival of Trump as president in early 2017 resulted in questions about the 

American government’s global promotion of democracy, with Trump advocating a less 

dynamic approach to the advancement of democracy (Carothers, 2017). Similarly, the 

American government is not now contesting the apparent promotion of alternative norms 

by authoritarian regimes in international organisations (Ambrosio, 2018; Stefes and Jose, 

2017). With American inaction on promoting democracy, the Kremlin has received breathing 

space from what it perceives as Western attempts at regime change in Russia. The Trump 

presidency is unconcerned with lecturing the Kremlin on the latter’s democratic failings 

(Antonova, 2019). The relationship between Trump and Putin has been classified as a 

“bromance” (Denning, 2018), but this misses the more nuanced approach that Trump as the 

personalists personalist resonates with the Kremlin and its politics of dramaturgiya 
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(Kolesnikov, 2016b). While it appears that there is a genuine connection between Putin and 

Trump (Trenin, 2018c), and Trump’s increasing ambivalence to maintaining alliances only 

weakens America (Trenin, 2018b; Kolesnikov, 2017a), the unpredictability of Trump’s 

character and policies, coupled with years of mistrust between America and Russia make it 

difficult to improve relations (Baunov, 2017; Kolesnikov and Chizh, 2017; Lukyanov, 2017; 

Rumer et al. 2018; Trenin and Lipskiy, 2018; Rumer and Chinkova, 2018). Presidential 

Administration First Deputy Head Sergei Kirienko tried to copy the use of adverts that 

Trump’s election campaign used, in order to target Russian voters (Atasuntsev, 2016; 

Vinokurov, 2017). This involved the Kremlin investing in artificial intelligence and copying 

the tactics of targeted adverts used by Cambridge Analytica (Gaaze, 2019). With American 

inaction in defending democracy the Kremlin has breathing space to consolidate at home. 

During the Plahotniuc regime, American diplomats allegedly supported Plahotniuc 

and cultivated him as a “force to stand up against Russia” (Nemtsova, 2019b), although the 

American government was quick to support the new government after Plahotniuc fled in 

2019 (Nemtsova, 2019a). Although the notion to nurture Plahotniuc was a policy before the 

Trump administration, the linkage this gave Plahotniuc with America meant there was 

limited American pressure for the Moldovan authorities to instigate reforms. Plahotniuc’s 

(2016; 2017) op-eds in American media outlets attempted to emphasise to an American 

audience that without him, President Dodon would turn Moldova towards Russia. Therefore 

even before Trump, the American authorities supported Plahotniuc as a counter to Russia. 

While there is little evidence for such an assertion, it is likely Trump’s refutation of the 

assertion by previous American governments of supporting democracy, coupled with 

American government support, contributed to the lack of reform under Plahotniuc. It is too 
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soon to ascertain if this backsliding continues under the ACUM-PSRM coalition government, 

but it is likely American support and Trump’s vocalising of America-first policies limited 

reforms under Plahotniuc.  

While the American congress and numerous state departments and the previous 

Obama administration supported Ukraine, over the annexation of Crimea by Russia and 

Russia’s war in the Donbas, the Trump administration has often praised the Kremlin 

(Krushelnycky, 2019), and many of his original White House staff had close relations with 

Russian businessmen, raising questions about the impartiality of the Trump administration 

regarding the Ukraine conflict (Kovensky, 2017). While Trump has passed sanctions against 

Russia over the Ukraine conflict (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 2019), in 2019 he called 

for Russia to be readmitted to the G-8 (Frolov, 2019). Trump’s closeness to Russia is likely 

why both the Poroshenko and the Zelens’kyy regimes paid American public relations firms 

(Kovensky, 2018b; Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2019c) to promote Ukrainian government interests 

and keep the conflict in the mind of the Trump administration. Poroshenko even paid 

people close to Trump, for personal access to Trump (Kovensky, 2018b). As with the analysis 

of Trump’s effect on Moldova, there is little evidence of the consequences of Trump on 

Ukraine. However, as with Moldova, it is likely that an American administration 

unconcerned with democracy promotion allows others to backslide on reforms. 

As argued in chapter four, the EU has had difficulty with member states, like 

Hungary and Poland, due to their democratic backsliding. As the EU has been unable to stop 

this, Brussels has lost credibility with states that hope one day to join. As the rhetoric of 

Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes is – at least for the moment – pro-European, any example 

of backsliding in the EU and Europe as a whole is a model for Moldovan and Ukrainian 
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regimes to regress on reforms. Hungary and Poland are not authoritarian regimes as they 

have robust institutions, but there has been a concerted attack on these structures by 

Hungarian and Polish governments. Hungarian illiberal democracy is likely a viable model for 

the Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes. Another alternative is the increasing democratic 

backsliding in Turkey under Erdoğan. The support from the Romanian Social-Democratic 

Party (SDP) government to Plahotniuc is another contributory factor for Moldova’s 

democratic backsliding. 

With the EU’s failure to stop the democratic rollback in member states, or counter 

the lack of reforms in states more likely to join the EU sooner than Ukraine or Moldova, 

Moldovan and Ukrainian elites see the success of others to dispense with EU leverage and 

begin to roll back reforms. The EU and America willingly accept the undemocratic actions of 

Poroshenko due to conflict with Russia (Trenin, 2018a). This has helped the counter-

revolution underway in Ukraine (de Borja Lasheras, 2016; Eristavi, 2017) which reduces EU 

conditionality.  

Whereas Ukrainian elites can point to conflict as the reason for backsliding, 

Moldovan relapses do not have the same justification. The 2013 push towards closer 

integration with the EU was a calculation to help the nominally pro-European government 

win the 2014 parliamentary election. Attempts at implementing the agreement were 

unlikely and there were no “guarantees, however, that Moldova will stay on the European 

track once the elections are over” (Racheru, 2014: 42), epitomised by the pro-Plahotniuc 

government formed in 2016, where politicians from other political parties were bribed to 

vote for the creation of the Filip government (Popșoi, 2016b; Alaiba, 2016a). The calculation 

to renege on democratic reforms is seen by the “theft of the century” banking scandal. This 
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resulted in the disappearance of a billion dollars from three banks and the arrest of Filat 

(Oleksy, 2018: 93). Failure to find and prosecute those responsible for the banking scandal 

eroded EU trust in the Plahotniuc regime (Alaiba, 2018a). The agreement between the PDM 

and the PSRM to create a mixed-member electoral system to retain control and split the 

spoils of state was criticised by the Venice Commission and the EU, but these complaints 

were ignored (Alaiba, 2017). However, it was the annulment of the 2018 Chișinău mayoral 

election when Plahotniuc’s chosen candidate failed to win (Całus, 2018a; Alaiba, 2018b), 

which emphasised the Moldovan regimes backsliding (Oleksy, 2018: 93).  

The EU has criticised the electoral changes of moving to a mixed electoral system, 

and cut funding to Moldova (Ivashkina, 2018; Rankin, 2018), which contributed, at the time, 

to the consolidation of Plahotniuc and Dodon’s ruling cartel (Oleksy, 2018: 95). Plahotniuc in 

2018 emphasised that the PDM was a pro-Moldovan party rather than pro-European, which 

was a signal of changing relations (Ivashkina, 2018), thereby allowing the PDM and PSRM to 

consolidate ties (Oleksy, 2018: 94-95). The change in rhetoric and backsliding led to a 

distancing from the EU and the cartel’s consolidation (Solov’ev, 2018), although this 

changed in 2019 when Plahotniuc fled the country. The delaying of parliamentary elections 

to 2019 allowed the PDM “to organise the electoral lists” as Plahotniuc controlled regional 

electoral commissions (Necsutu, 2018b). Plahontiuc solicited American support, portraying 

himself as a bulwark against Russia, thereby undermining EU calls for reform (Oleksy, 2016). 

Although Moldovan politicians have only been pro-European when money flowed from 

Brussels220, EU weakness in the past decade has contributed to Moldova’s failure to reform. 
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However, is there any evidence of ties to Hungary, Poland and Turkey that point to 

direct learning, rather than a diffusion effect? There are pointers to Moldovan regimes 

looking at Hungary as a model with former Moldovan President Nicolae Timofti, stating that 

Hungary and Poland were models for Moldova because they reformed and achieved EU 

membership (Timofti, 2013). According to Timofti (2016), Hungary was perceived as an 

important supporter of Moldova and that “Hungary supports the unblocking and 

resumption of European funding for the Republic of Moldova.” Dodon (2017b) stated that 

Hungarian-Moldovan political dialogue was being intensified, and on a visit to Hungary in 

May 2017, Dodon (2017c) met with the Chairman of the National Assembly László Kövér and 

Orbán to discuss values. Although, there are only vague references to discussions and 

dialogue on practices – due to both Hungary and Moldova claiming to be democratic and 

having European values – there is linkage as well as diffusion. After all, the only European 

capital that Dodon visited in 2017 was Budapest, and Hungary appears supportive of 

Moldova getting EU funding (Popșoi, 2018c) pointing to support by Hungary and copying by 

Moldova. 

By contrast, Ukrainian relations with Hungary deteriorated after the passing of an 

education act in Ukraine in 2017, which the Hungarian government interpreted as an attack 

on the Hungarian minority in Ukraine. The new legislation allowed for minority language 

teaching only in primary school for a few hours a week (Sadecki and Iwański, 2018). In 

reaction Orbán stated that Ukraine would be unable to join NATO or the EU, as Hungary 

would veto any Ukrainian membership application (Sidorenko, 2018). Orbán also stated that 

it was impossible for the Hungarian government to work with the Poroshenko regime 

(Evropeiskaya Pravda, 2018a). Therefore, relations between the Hungarian and Ukrainian 



 

230 
 

governments during the Poroshenko presidency deteriorated (Kravchenko, V, 2017a; 2018). 

However, relations between the Hungarian government and the Yanukovych regime were 

better (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2011b), with both governments improving political dialogue 

(Uryadoviy Kur’er, 2011). It is unlikely that there is significant linkage between Ukraine and 

Hungary, so diffusion is a key factor for any copying of the Hungarian model by Ukrainian 

governments, although even under Yanukovych “all eyes were on Russia221.” 

There is limited information about Moldovan governments drawing lessons from 

Poland’s democratic backsliding. However, the Polish authorities attempts to bankrupt the 

NGO Open Dialogue Foundation in 2017 (Wielowieyski, 2017), were copied by the Moldovan 

authorities, with the government attempting to close the Open Dialogue NGO (Makukhin, 

2018b). There is evidence that representatives of the Moldovan and Polish governments 

met to discuss best practices on this issue (Sholar, 2018). The available evidence points to 

linkage and diffusion, helping pass on Polish practices to the Moldovan authorities. 

Polish-Ukrainian relations are often stormy and post-Second World War events, like 

Volyn222, tarnish relations (Melkozerova, 2017). However, since the coming to power of the 

Law and Justice (PiS) government, the Polish authorities have tried to establish strong ties 

with Ukraine223. Since the Russian invasion in the Donbas, the Polish government, especially 

after PiS came to power in 2015 vociferously supported Bankova (Melkozerova, 2017). 

While there are only vague assertions of dialogue between the PiS government and 

Bankova, attacks on the Polish Constitution by PiS and the recent legislative restrictions on 
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the Polish judiciary resonate in Bankova (Shevchenko, Al, 2017; Loginov, 2016). While there 

is linkage between the Polish and Ukrainian authorities, it is likely that diffusion is 

important. Perceiving that PiS is backsliding without EU repercussions induces similar 

backsliding by Bankova. 

Since 2018 there has been competition between Plahotniuc and Dodon as to who 

can forge the greatest ties with Erdoğan. Turkey has long supported the Turkic speaking 

minority in Gagauzia, with the Turkish government building schools and hospitals there 

(NewsMaker, 2015c; Popșoi, 2018b). However, the Turkish government has started taking 

an interest in the rest of Moldova. For instance, the Turkish regime gave €10 million ($11.5 

million) to re-furbish the presidential palace which was partially burnt during the 2009 

protests (Popșoi, 2018b). In March 2018, Dodon held an impromptu private meeting with 

Erdoğan at Istanbul airport, where they discussed cooperation and the regional situation 

(NewsMaker, 2018a). Although it is not possible to find further evidence about the meeting, 

Erdoğan at a later meeting with both Dodon and Plahotniuc in October 2018, discussed 

increased political dialogue and the ‘coups’ that had occurred in 2009 in Moldova and 2016 

in Turkey (NewsMaker, 2018c; Pakhol’nitskiy, 2018).  

In 2018, the Turkish government provided the Moldovan authorities with anti-riot 

trucks equipped with water canon to help the Moldovan government react promptly to 

future protests (Necsutu, 2018a). Another example of growing ties was the arrest of seven 

Turkish language teachers for alleged ties to Fethullah Gülen and the 2016 attempted coup 

in Turkey. There were also questions whether it was the Moldovan SIS security forces that 

arrested the seven (Ceaglei and Șevciuc, 2018; Gnatkova, 2018), or whether the Moldovan 

government allowed the Turkish security forces to enter Moldova and arrest the seven 
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teachers (Necsutu, 2018c). The Moldovan authorities hope that Turkey can be an alternative 

to reliance on EU funds (Solov’ev, 2018) and while the Moldovan authorities under 

Plahotniuc backtracked on democratic reforms earlier than Erdoğan began consolidation, 

the Turkish model of authoritarianism became popular for Plahotniuc who wished to copy 

Erdoğan’s control over elections (Vasil’eva, 2018). The example of Moldovan copying of 

Turkey highlights linkage, but more importantly the diffusion of a Turkish model to Moldova.  

Like Moldova, the Turkish government has long supported a Turkic-speaking 

minority in Ukraine, the Crimean Tatars (Clayton, 2014), and the Turkish authorities did not 

recognise the Russian annexation of Crimea (Ukrinform.net, 2018). There has been a 

combined security council of Turkish and Ukrainian representatives since the Yanukovych 

era, where both governments discussed sharing information on security (Kravchenko, V, 

2016). During the Yanukovych period the consolidation of power under Erdoğan was 

analysed by Bankova for practices useful for Ukraine (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013f), although 

the Kremlin’s practices of power consolidation remained the example par excellence for 

Yanukovych224. How the Turkish authorities dealt with protests in 2013, was learnt by 

Bankova (Betliy, 2013), although as the Euromaidan highlighted perhaps lessons were not 

effectively learnt. 

During a 2017 meeting, Poroshenko and Erdoğan spoke for three hours, rather than 

the allotted 45 minutes (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2017a), although it is unclear what was 

discussed. In 2016, Ukraine started sending police officers to Ankara for training, with the 

Ukrainian police getting new equipment – although it is unclear what equipment – to go 

with the increased cooperation with the Turkish police force (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2016). 
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While it appears that Turkey and Ukraine have a limited relationship, with talk not matching 

reality (Kravchenko, V, 2017c), the growing role of Turkey in the post-Soviet space means 

that the Erdoğan regime is looking for allies to counter the Kremlin, so growing political and 

economic cooperation between the Turkish and Ukrainian regimes will increase 

(Kravchenko, V, 2015). With the EU tiring at the lack of reform in Ukraine and with Ukrainian 

membership of the EU unlikely for the foreseeable future, it is likely that Ukrainian political 

elites look for alternatives, with Erdoğan and Orbán as viable models (Kravchenko, V, 2017b; 

Sushko and Lisnichuk, 2018). As with Hungarian and Polish models, the Turkish model is a 

product of diffusion for Bankova. While there is linkage between Bankova and the Erdoğan 

regime, diffusion of a Turkish model is relevant too. 

Although not learning as such, successive SDP governments in Romania have 

supported Plahotniuc making him Romania’s man in Chișinău. Having the support of an 

external gatekeeper allows regimes to consolidate power. I briefly investigate Romanian 

support for Plahotniuc, although not learning, it is important for understanding attempted 

power consolidation by Plahotniuc. The SDP used the Romanian security services to support 

Plahotniuc to hold power as contact with the Romanian foreign ministry was considered too 

exposed. Romanian ambassador Daniel Ioniţă was also tasked with supporting Plahotniuc in 

the latter’s consolidation of power (Noi.md, 2019). The relationship between Romanian 

governments and the PCRM were poor, and the arrival of the Moldovan AEI coalition in 

2009, gave Romanian governments the opportunity to improve relations with a country 

widely considered in Romania to be a kin-state. With the arrest and jailing of Filat, the SDP 

fully supported Plahotniuc fearing the return of the PCRM. Since 2009 with the creation of 
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the EU’s Eastern Partnership programme225 various Romanian governments openly 

supported Plahotniuc in Brussels, defending the democratic backsliding (Goșu, 2018) right 

up to when Plahotniuc fled Moldova in 2019. Even when the EU cut funding to Moldova, the 

Romanian government attempted to cover any shortfall through a loan on highly favourable 

terms for the Moldovan regime (Peiu, 2019). 

Although not learning from another authoritarian regime, the SDP government 

acted as a black knight for Plahotniuc, helping bolster his consolidation of power. The SDP 

also defended Plahotniuc internationally. With the backing of the Romanian security 

services, there is likely to have been sharing of best practices to help Plahotniuc retain 

power. With the demise of Plahotniuc’s control in 2019, the support of Romania has come 

to light and it remains to be seen quite what support was given. Nevertheless, the SDP 

government bolstered Plahotniuc and shared best practices with the Moldovan government 

on how to achieve power consolidation. 

5.2.2. China, Singapore (Kazakhstan?): Authoritarian Models for the Four Case Studies? 

As well as potential models for Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes in Europe, there 

are also other successful authoritarian models in Asia. I investigate whether the Chinese and 

Singaporean models resonate in the four case studies. There is a growing assertion in the 

literature that China is a model for other authoritarian regimes (Zhao, 2010; Breslin, 2011; 

Ambrosio, 2012; Kurlantzick, 2013; Bader, J, 2015a; 2015b; 2015c; Horesh, 2015; Lai, 2016; 

Nathan, 2016). However, Ortmann and Thompson (2014; 2016) assert that the Chinese 

regime learnt from the Singaporean regime’s economic and authoritarian model. Therefore, 

do the Chinese and Singaporean models play a role in the four case studies? 
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Russian-Chinese relations have been conceptualised as an axis of convenience (Lo, 

2008), or a “cosplay alliance” with more form than substance (Galeotti, 2019a). After all, 

both Russia and China still mistrust each other due to Soviet history and the Kremlin belief 

that China has eyes on Russia’s far-east, and competes for control over Central Asia. 

However, this marriage of convenience has been relatively successful (Lubina, 2017), while 

China is the dominant partner it has not made Russia subservient. Although Russia’s 

economic weakness is of limited value for China (Lubina, 2017: 283, 290), they have forged a 

stable relationship (Moshes, 2011) and tensions have not restricted cooperation so far 

(Kaczmarski, 2015: 165).  

The Russian and Chinese regimes have developed political, economic and military 

contacts. Chinese and Russian leaders meet regularly, and there are various inter-

governmental commissions, prime ministerial consultations, and regular meetings of the 

security services (Kaczmarski, 2015: 18). Kremlin relations with the West are bleak due to 

the Ukraine crisis and the Chinese government needs allies against the American presence 

in Asia (Skosyrev, 2014: 8). China and Russia use the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO) to counter American infringement on their interests in Asia. SCO documentation 

criticises “the West’s propensity to use force, its disrespect for international law and 

infringement of other states’ sovereignty” (Kaczmarski, 2015: 96). This example highlights 

that authoritarian states are not creating new norms, but twisting existing ones.  

Both the Kremlin and Zhongnanhai try to settle issues in the neighbourhood, as in 

Central Asia, and attempt to counter American advances in the region. However, the 

Kremlin remains wary of a full alliance with China, which could force it into a military 
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partnership with China in the South China Sea or over the Senkaku Islands226 (Gabuev, 

2015b). Both regimes have created forums for discussion between political elites, the 

military and ministries. Ambrosio (2017: 138) found these connections remain relatively 

weak compared to Russia’s relations with post-Soviet regimes. Therefore, the Russian and 

Chinese regimes are in alignment, rather than an alliance.  

China has perfected a system of Internet control which Russia has selectively 

copied. Popularly known as China’s Great Firewall, the Golden Shield has existed since 1998, 

which some in the Kremlin want to copy (Bevza and Korotkin, 2015). Oligarch Konstantin 

Malofeyev, created a Safe Internet League arranging a conference in 2016 with Chinese 

Propaganda Department Deputy Head Lu Wei and the Central Leading Group for Internet 

Security and Informatisation Head Fang Biuxing to learn from Chinese Internet control 

(Seddon, 2016; Wade, 2016). The Safe Internet League trialled Chinese white wall software, 

to stop non-approved websites being viewed (Seddon, 2016). The Kremlin has begun using 

Chinese technology requiring user identities prior to posting content (Rudolph, 2017).  

The Kremlin and Zhongnanhai have developed systems to control the Internet and 

collaborated to manage cyberspace (Rudolph, 2016). Russian attempts to restrict access to 

Facebook and Twitter and banning LinkedIn (Zelenskiy, 2016), follow Chinese practices 

(Nechpurenko, 2014: 1). The Yarovaya package of laws227 came from meetings in Moscow 

and Beijing (Soldatov and Borogan, 2016). In 2019, the Kremlin analysed methods to create 

an autonomous Internet, based on the Chinese model, which would be independent of 
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American root servers, where all Internet traffic passes (Maçães, 2019). In April 2019, Putin 

signed legislation to create a truly independent Russian Internet (State System of Legal 

Information, 2019), which surpassed existing Chinese systems which the Kremlin had learnt 

from (Kovachich, 2019). 

The Kremlin has taken lessons from regimes other than China, such as Singapore. 

Kremlin representatives have met Singaporean counterparts228 to ascertain if the Singapore 

model can be transferred from a small island state to the world’s largest country (Tsepliaev, 

2010). The Singaporean model provides an example of a rich state ruled by the same small 

circle for decades. It is an easy bribe to the public. Would they prefer instability or political 

stability and economic prosperity (Gabuev, 2015a)? 

Another model is Kazakhstan. Extremism law changes in 2012, made media outlets 

responsible for content posted on their websites. This was directly taken from 2009 Kazakh 

legislation (Savchenko, I, 2016). Kazakhstan is an example of implementing aspects of the 

Singapore model to a large state. The longevity of Nursultan Nazarbaev’s tenure (1991 to 

2019), personality cult, economic development, construction of a new capital and 

strengthening of presidential power while maintaining a relatively open economy 

(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2007: 2; Vedomosti, 2010: 4; Solntseva, 2008: 9; Gusev, 2010: 7), 

gives other regimes ideas. It is likely the Kremlin drew lessons from the Kazakh regime and 

attempts by former Kazakh President Nazarbaev to retain power as a father-of-the-nation 

figure will be watched in the Kremlin as an example of what Putin could do when he is 

constitutionally barred from standing as president again in 2024 (Bershidsky, 2019b). 
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Economic issues underpin Belarusian-Chinese relations as Lukashenka tries to 

diversify Belarus’s economy away from Russia (Gevarkin, 2015). There are political aspects 

with Belarus supporting Chinese proposals at the United Nations (UN) and Zhongnanhai 

protecting Belarus from interfering outside forces (Koch-Weser, 2011). In 2012, the 

Belarusian and Chinese regimes created the Sino-Belarusian Great Stone Industrial Park 

outside Minsk. However, Lukashenka (2016c) stated that the Industrial Park was going 

badly, and the removal of the Park director in 2016 was an ominous sign (Zayats, 2016). This 

could be because of teething troubles as the park was only six years old in 2016, but when 

meeting Slovak businessmen in Bratislava in 2017, Belarusian Prime Minister Andrey 

Kabyakou asked for investment (Dubina, 2017b), pointing to a lack of Chinese investment. 

Lukashenka wants to copy aspects of the Chinese model, but rather than economic 

liberalisation Lukashenka favours Chinese practices of restricting human rights and annual 

GDP growth of 8 to 10% (Dubina, 2017a). However, the Chinese model’s main success is that 

the economy includes private enterprises. Belarus has a mostly planned economy and 

Lukashenka is unwilling to lose control by privatising it229. Privatisation would affect the 

social contract which offers citizens guaranteed jobs – even if poorly paid – for accepting the 

system (Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies, 2009a; 2009b). A privatised economy 

would mean job losses leading to a loss of regime legitimacy.  

For Lukashenka, China is a source of short-term loans. However, it is possible that 

Chinese interest in Belarus will dry up, as China wants access to the European market, which 

unless there is a radical change, Belarus is unlikely to offer. Without a better relationship 
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with the EU, the Chinese authorities will not see Belarus as important230. China would prefer 

a park with a European member state, like Poland231. As Zhongnanhai wants its one belt – 

one road232 policy to reach Europe, the Chinese regime pushes the Belarusian regime to 

engage with Brussels (Sivitskiy, 2017). However, Russia’s intervention in Ukraine is the likely 

cause of Minsk’s reconciliation with Brussels. China remains an alternative to alleviate 

Belarus’s financial dependence on Russia (Vasilevskiy, 2017).  

The Belarusian and Chinese regimes collaborate on Internet control. This can be 

seen that after Belarusian Presidential Administration Head Viktar Sheyman visited China in 

2005, there was a spurt of Internet censorship orchestrated by the Belarusian regime 

(Naviny.by, 2005). In 2015, the Belarusian government issued a tender for equipment to 

censor the Internet and block websites, which Chinese manufacturers won (Petrovskaya, 

2015). After the 2017 protests in Belarus both Head of the Presidential Administration, 

Stanislau Zas and Lukashenka flew to Beijing on separate occasions and it is likely both 

Belarusian delegations discussed information security and how the Chinese authorities used 

the Internet to reduce potential state-wide protests (Mitskevich, 2017). 

Under former Prime Minister, Michail Myasnikovich, Belarus worked with Chinese 

groups to enhance media and telecommunication control and the KDB used the OAC to copy 

Chinese practices at telecommunication control. There is only one international Internet 
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cable passing through Russia, so the KDB can block it when necessary233. The Belarusian 

regime uses China as a monetary alternative to Russia and only in part copies the Chinese 

model. There is little direct collaboration, but there is Belarusian copying of Chinese Internet 

practices. 

 It is a similar story with Singapore. So-called liberals in the regime want to copy 

Singapore’s economic model, but implementation remains unlikely as the regime is 

unwilling to lose economic control (BelGazeta, 2017b). Kazakhstan is a model, although the 

Belarusian authorities are less concerned with economic development and construction of a 

new capital, preferring to copy the Kazakh strengthening of presidential power and ending 

of presidential term limits234. 

The relationship between the Moldovan and Chinese authorities is based on 

economic integration, with Dodon (2017a; 2018a) advocating for Chinese investment and 

Moldovan involvement in China’s One Belt – One Road initiative and the construction of an 

industrial park, like the Great Stone industrial park in Belarus. Much of the relationship 

between Moldova and China involves Chinese investment in Moldova from agriculture to 

energy and roads (Svitrov, 2019; NewsMaker, 2016b; 2015b). There is evidence that Chinese 

investment occurred in the Moldovan interior ministry (NewsMaker, 2016c), although it is 

unclear what the money was used for. While there is economic linkage, the Chinese regime 

does not view Moldova as a strategic partner (Popșoi, 2018d; Larson, 2018). However, any 
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linkage brings two states closer, and so China serves as a model of emulation for some 

Moldovan elites. 

Although the Moldovan authorities are enamoured by Singapore’s economic 

development, there is limited contact between the Moldovan and Singaporean 

governments (News Maker, 2018b). The Moldovan government passed Moldova-2020 in 

2012 and in 2018 passed Moldova-2030. Both strategies promoted the idea of turning 

Moldova into a European Singapore, but there has been little progress, as the changes 

necessary to turn Moldova into Europe’s Singapore would affect elite interests. Even 

copying Georgia, which earlier drew lessons from the Singaporean model for 

implementation in the post-Soviet space, is beyond the Moldovan government as it affects 

vested interests (Makukhin, 2018a). Therefore, there is emulation and diffusion with the 

Moldovan authorities wishing to implement a Singapore-type model, but without the 

capacity to follow through.  

During a meeting with current Kazakh President, Qasym-Jomart Toqaev235, Dodon 

(2019) stated that Moldova and Kazakhstan had achieved high levels of political 

communication between state departments. Although the statement is vague, it highlights 

collaboration, learning and sharing of best practices. Moldovan elites are interested in 

implementing parts of Kazakhstan’s impressive economic model (Point.md, 2015), although 

there is limited information about this. By changing the electoral system and his control 

over state institutions and media, Plahotniuc copied many practices used by Nazarbaev to 

keep control in Kazakhstan, although it is likely that Putin and Lukashenka were the models 

Plahotniuc emulated (Jurnal.md, 2018). Although, Moldovan and Kazakh representatives 
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meet and attend meetings at regional organisations, like the CIS and the EAEU, where 

Moldova holds observer status, it appears that emulation and diffusion are as important as 

direct dialogue.  

Like Moldova, Ukraine’s relationship with China is largely economic, with successive 

Ukrainian governments interested in Chinese investment (Larson, 2018). In 2013, there 

were Chinese reports that the Chinese government had purchased 5% of the agricultural 

land of Ukraine, which is about the same size as Belgium (Kuo, 2013; Jourdan, 2013). 

Investment by China was used by the Yanukovych regime to find alternatives to Russian and 

EU investment, which came with different forms of conditionality (Iwański, 2012a). The 

Yanukovych regime constantly looked to increasing Chinese investment (Matuszak, 2010; 

Iwański, 2012b). However, interest in China from Bankova started before Yanukovych, with 

the Yushchenko government taking an interest in getting further Chinese investment 

(Koval’, 2009). Yet, it was the Yanukovych regime which went further than just economic 

support from the Chinese authorities, trying to strengthen political control over Ukraine by 

copying Chinese policies (Umland, 2011). The Chinese model may resonate for the Ukrainian 

authorities, in particular, Yanukovych, but for China, Ukraine is “a door to the European 

market” (Hiymol’, 2014). Although Yanukovych implemented aspects of the political part of 

the Chinese model, the relationship between Ukraine and China is largely economic, 

pointing to linkage which induces diffusion and emulation. 

The Ukrainian political elite have long seen Singapore as a model of economic 

prowess to emulate (Lossovskaya, 2015). However, political elites may talk of emulating the 

Singapore model, but this would affect vested interests, who stop attempts at emulation 

(Starchevskiy, 2009). The Yanukovych regime was interested in studying the tactics that the 
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Singaporean regime used to keep power (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2011a), as well as enhancing 

the Ukrainian economy, which like Singapore did not have many natural resources 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2011c). The Singaporean government has created a less corrupt, 

relatively open political system, but one that is controlled by the regime, which various 

Ukrainian regimes have tried to emulate (Tkachuk, 2014). The anti-corruption success of 

Singapore is one reason Poroshenko sent anti-corruption employees to study in Singapore in 

2014 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014j). However, it is unlikely that the Ukrainian authorities will 

fight corruption as it permeates the system, and provides opportunities for factions to get 

kompromat on others and weaken other groups by prosecuting corrupt members 

(Grabovskiy, Serh 2012). There is less linkage between Ukraine and Singapore than with 

Ukraine and China, so this is a clear example of Ukrainian emulation of Singaporean 

practices, as well as diffusion practices. 

Since the Soviet collapse, Ukraine and Kazakhstan have retained close ties, 

especially regarding economic cooperation (Forina, 2013). Although, with the war in the 

Donbas the Russia authorities stopped Ukrainian goods entering Russia, which affected 

trade between Ukraine and Kazakhstan, both the Ukrainian and Kazakh governments retain 

close ties (Melkozerova and Talant, 2016). Having successfully turned itself “into the 

Singapore of Central Asia”, Kazakhstan is an example for other post-Soviet states to emulate 

(Raikhel’, 2015). There is much in the Kazakh model of use in Ukraine, such as lower taxes 

which would induce investment. This would reduce opportunities for populist politicians to 

gain power and overspend (Monin, 2015). While, direct evidence of cooperation is difficult 

to find, there are strong ties between the Ukrainian and Kazakh governments, with 
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representatives regularly meeting bilaterally and multi-laterally at regional organisations, 

like the CIS, allowing for the sharing of best practices and information gathering. 

5.2.3. Russian Learning from Alleged Western Covert Actions 

The Kremlin after the 2004 Orange Revolution increasingly believed that the West, 

principally America, had intervened and funded protesters during the Orange Revolution to 

weaken Russia (Allison, 2013: 136). As Krastev (2015) argues the Kremlin perceives that the 

West has since the Orange Revolution engaged in promoting “instability and destabilisation” 

in the post-Soviet space, and so the Kremlin began “reverse engineering…trying to 

reconstruct and imitate what they believe the West is doing.” The Kremlin largely consists of 

former members of the Siloviki – Anton Vaino and Vyacheslav Volodin in the presidential 

administration being exceptions – and they believed the West was involved in the Orange 

Revolution, which precipitated a revival of anti-Westernism in the Kremlin (Shekhotsov, 

2018: 73-75). The Kremlin sends signals to pro-regime groups to fight against alleged 

Western interference, and uses every event to force the message home. For instance, the 

recent 2019 protests were billed in state media as the continuation of American attempts at 

regime change in Russia (Gershkovich, 2019b). Increasingly, it appears the Kremlin believes 

that America is attempting regime change and instigating a Colour Revolution in Moscow 

(Gershkovich, 2019b). 

Therefore, this is a case of learning from success, even if that success is figurative 

rather than real. The Kremlin perceived Western intervention in the Arab Spring and NATO 

encroachment to Russia’s borders as well as believing the West sponsored Colour 

Revolutions and was encircling Russia (Ambrosio, 2016: 480). Putin (2014c) argued that 

America had interfered in Ukraine during and after the Euromaidan, with former Assistant 
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Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, Victoria Nuland portrayed as the ring-

leader for the interference. So if the West could intervene in Ukraine during 2004 and 2013-

2014 then Russia could interfere in the West (Putin, 2015a). As Krastev (2015) argues the 

Kremlin copies what it believes the West to be doing. As the West is waging war on Russia, 

the Russian authorities are emulating this conflict.  

Having perceived that the West precipitated the Orange Revolution, the Kremlin 

began influencing Western politics. One example was the Institute for Democracy and 

Cooperation (IDC), which was set up in Washington, DC and Paris in 2008. For instance, the 

American office aimed to copy Freedom House (Kudors, 2010) and the Kremlin used it to 

monitor European and American democracy, to show how their systems could be improved 

(Lozanskiy, 2008: 3), thereby highlighting that the West was hypocritical for criticising 

Russian elections.  

Makarychev (2008) contends the IDC is a Kremlin attempt to counter activities of 

Western-funded NGOs in Russia. The Kremlin uses the IDC as an NGO in the West to 

undermine Western institutions. While the IDC was ineffective this is not the point. 

Something does not need to be successful to mean it was not an example of learning from 

success. The Kremlin believed Western NGOs started the Colour Revolutions, so the Russian 

regime constructed NGOs in the West to use against Western states. Putin’s (2007b) 

statement at the 2007 EU-Russia summit paved the way for the IDC, as Putin argued that 

the EU had funded electoral monitoring organisations in Russia. Due to Russia’s improved 

finances, the Kremlin could monitor elections in EU member states. In 2015, the American 

institute closed and the French unit faces financial difficulties (Gazeta.ru, 2015). The IDC 
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may not have been successful learning, but it was founded on perceptions, however 

overblown, of Western intervention in the Colour Revolutions.  

After the Orange Revolution, the Kremlin went on the attack. In February 2005, the 

Kremlin formed the Presidential Directorate for Interregional Relations and Cultural 

Contacts with Foreign Countries under the Presidential Administration. Ostensibly created 

to assist with foreign policy, it helped counter Colour Revolutions (Shekhovtsov, 2018: 77). 

Although anti-Westernism has always been in the background (Shevtsova, 2007), after the 

2011-2012 protests anti-Westernism, or anti-liberalism (Laruelle, 2014), was promoted. The 

Kremlin has positioned itself as the defender of authentic Western values. However, 

doctrine is flexible, changing whenever the regime needs to change audiences or justify 

Kremlin rule (Shevtsova, 2016: 43).  

An example of the conservative line is the Centre of Social-Conservative Politics236 

headed by close Putin ally and then United Russia leader, Gryzlov (Argumenty i Fakty, 2007). 

The conservative line came to prominence after Putin (2012a) mentioned it. By 2013, Putin 

(2013a; 2013c; 2013d; 2013e), stated how Russia was defending traditional values against 

the West and conservative rhetoric came even earlier (Putin, 2007a). The anti-gay legislation 

of June 30, 2013, appeals to a domestic Russian audience (Gessen, 2014: 291-300; 

Tsygankov, 2016), as this pseudo-conservatism (Lipman, Mas, 2013) increases popular 

support for the regime (Rodkiewicz and Rogoża, 2015).  

However, it also resonates among a small Western audience (Laruelle, 2017a). As 

the Orange Revolution was American inspired – in the minds of Russian elites – the Kremlin 
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offers support to European radical political parties to weaken the West. While the Kremlin is 

not choosy politically, supporting parties on both the left and right, it is far-right groups that 

have gained the most attention (Gressel, 2017).  

The Soviet Union supported far-right groups to weaken Western states 

(Shekhovtsov, 2018: 13), and Putin, as a KGB agent in East Germany possibly worked for the 

KGB Directorate tasked with enhancing ties with Europe’s far-right. For example, there is 

evidence that Putin met neo-Nazi Rainer Sonntag who created a network of far-right 

personnel for the KGB in Dresden (Crawford and Bensmann, 2015). Although active 

measures were developed by the Tsarist secret police, the Okhrana (Wilson, 2016c), the 

KGB continued the practice. Putin – as a KGB agent – would have been involved in active 

measures, finding political forces to destabilise a targeted Western state (Mitrokhin, 2002: 

13). Like the KGB, Putin engages with far-right political parties to destabilise the EU 

(Kulagina, 2014). 

The Kremlin supports parties like Jobbik in Hungary and the Front National in 

France, using them for its interests (Polyakova, 2016). By supporting far-right parties the 

Kremlin increases the chances of sanctions being watered-down. By doing well at elections 

far-right parties put pressure on mainstream political parties to have a pro-Russian attitude. 

The Kremlin uses political allies in Europe as election monitors to counter the reports of the 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on electoral fraud. These 

parties are used to weaken institutions and organisations like the EU and NATO (Wesslau, 

2016). By supporting European far-right parties the Kremlin stokes ethnic, religious and 

social turbulence, leading to fissures in the EU (Bugjaski and Assenova, 2016: 140-141). Far-

right parties support the Kremlin’s anti-EU and anti-NATO stances (Krekó et al. 2017: 76). It 
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is a direct lesson from the so-called Colour Revolutions that if the West could intervene in 

the post-Soviet region, Russia would reciprocate. 

Another aspect of the Kremlin’s “reverse engineering” (Krastev, 2015) of Western 

actions was the move to turn RT – the Russian international media channel – from a 

defensive operation to offensive capabilities (Van Herpen, 2016: 72). This occurred after the 

Russo-Georgian war, which while Russia won militarily, for Putin (2008) it lost the 

information war against the dominant “propaganda machine of the West.” On a visit to RT, 

Putin (2013b) stated that RT should try “to break the monopoly of the Anglo-Saxon media.” 

The BBC and CNN were models for RT, and British media consultants were hired to make it a 

modern, innovative TV cable network (Rutenberg, 2017). This is an example of lesson-

drawing from successful formats and the implementation of these lessons to develop an 

alternative media outlet which copies much of what the BBC and CNN do, but with a 

twist237. One tactic is not to change Western perceptions that Russia is corrupt – this is 

unlikely to change – but to emphasise that Western governments are as corrupt as the 

Kremlin238. 

RT follows a Soviet practice of the “echo chamber” (Wilson, 2016b), to keep stating 

something, hoping it would become true. One example from the Soviet Union was to 

continually state that the Baltic States willingly joined the Soviet Union in 1940. RT uses 

similar tactics to confuse and construct an alternative reality, relegating truth to the 

margins. The echo chamber creates conspiracy theories, an RT speciality. RT has allowed 
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conspiracy theorists to discuss how 9/11 was an inside job (Shekhovtsov, 2015c) and that 

the Bilderberg group controls the world (Scherr, 2011). RT uses far-right activists as 

authorities on issues like human rights and discusses why the EU is failing (Miller, J, 2014; 

Shekhovtsov, 2015a), and that the world is controlled by a corrupt global elite (Miller, J, 

2014). Since the Ukrainian conflict, RT has been at the forefront of the Kremlin’s 

disinformation campaign (Shekhovtsov, 2015b).  

While there are questions whether RT is successful (Sosnin, 2015: 8), its purpose is 

to sow disinformation and be attractive to enough viewers to change opinions, which is 

effective in democracies as only a few voters need change perceptions for governments to 

worry about re-election. After all, changing any part of an electorate’s views induces a shift 

in the decision-making of democratic politicians. The Kremlin is no longer concerned with 

improving its image, knowing its image is tainted in the West. However, by manipulating 

information it can portray a world where the West is as bad as Russia (Walker and Ludwig, 

2017)239. RT is a case of learning from the BBC and CNN – as both CNN and the BBC were 

models for the Kremlin – and previous Soviet tactics and while it might not be successful 

learning it is learning from success.  

5.2.4. NGOs  

Another aspect of learning from success is NGO legislation. The 2012 Russian 

foreign agent’s law expanded on previous 2006 Belarusian legislation240, as well as Russian 

legislation. The Russian law came into effect on July 12, 2012, addressing the Kremlin’s 
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perceptions that NGOs received foreign funds. It restricted foreign funding of NGOs and 

placed limitations on NGOs which engaged in political activity as defined by the Kremlin. 

Once an NGO is deemed a foreign agent all its publications must include the phrase “foreign 

agent” (Lyons and Rice-Oxley, 2015).  

NGOs need to register with the ministry of justice and face audits (Nekhezin, 2015) 

and inspections, whose purpose is to find something wrong with the finances of the NGO 

(Davidoff, 2013: 53). If NGOs fail to register they face fines and employees face 

imprisonment (The Moscow Times, 2012: 1). Criticism of the foreign agent’s law places a 

person, or organisation, on the foreign agents’ list (Mukhametshina and Churakova, 2016). 

In June 2014, the law was altered to allow the authorities to register NGOs they considered 

foreign agents (Prosvirova, 2014: 6). The foreign agent’s law was the Kremlin’s answer to 

stopping Western interference as in the Kremlin’s thinking the 2011-2012 protests were 

sponsored by America (Golyakov, 2015: 1).  

As mentioned in chapter two, the 2012 Russian NGO legislation precipitated a 

trend of restrictive NGO legislation across the post-Soviet space and further abroad. Such 

laws were passed in Azerbaijan (2013), Tajikistan (2014) and Kazakhstan (2015). However, 

regarding the case studies, Belarus had already passed restrictive NGO legislation, which 

was an example for the Kremlin241. Moldova and Ukraine attempted to copy the Kremlin 

after 2012. In August 2017, the Moldovan justice ministry nearly got powers to force NGOs 

receiving foreign money and engaging in ill-defined political activities to submit quarterly 

audits, disclose the origins of funding, spending and employee salaries. The legislation had 
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some key similarities to the 2012 Russian legislation (Popșoi, 2017a). However, the 

proposed legislation was dropped after the Moldovan authorities faced EU pressure and the 

threat that further EU funds would be stopped if the law was passed (Jurnal.md, 2017e). 

Yet, Western pressure did not stop Bankova in 2017 signing legislation which forced anti-

corruption NGOs to file asset declarations, meaning NGOs spend time completing asset 

declarations, thereby stopping them working effectively (Sukhov, 2017e). 

5.2.5. Learning from a Successful Re-Election 

Although outside the period of analysis, Kuchma learning from Yeltsin is a clear 

example of authoritarian learning. In 1995, Boris Yeltsin’s popularity was below 10% and his 

re-election as president in 1996 appeared unlikely (Depoy, 1996: 1148). To try to improve 

Yeltsin’s popularity, the authorities created numerous satellite parties, like the Congress of 

Russian Communities (KRO) to take votes from the KPRF at the 1995 parliamentary elections 

and the regime backed the LDPR too. However, the new Kremlin political party, Our Home is 

Russia, the LDPR and KRO did not stop the KPRF becoming the largest party in parliament 

after the 1995 elections (Wilson, 2005b: 122).  

To assure Yeltsin victory at the 1996 presidential election, the Kremlin engineered a 

scenario where Yeltsin would run against the KPRF’s Zyuganov. Spoiler candidates were 

Kremlin-controlled (Wilson, 2005b: 123). Yeltsin appealed to those who voted for liberal 

parties in 1995 (Brudny, 1997: 258) and the Kremlin set-up the Social Movement in Support 

of the President to get financial and media support from the oligarchs. The campaign was 

run as a straight choice between Yeltsin and Zyuganov, with both state and oligarchic 

controlled television channels portraying Zyuganov as wanting a return to Stalinism (Brudny, 

1997: 259-260). To ensure Zyuganov lost enough votes, the Kremlin introduced a third 
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candidate, General Aleksandr Lebed, who as a popular army commander would take votes 

from both nationalists and the KPRF (Wilson, 2005b: 123-124). The Kremlin gave Lebed 

media time and financial resources on the understanding he would endorse Yeltsin in the 

second round. After being appointed Secretary of the Security Council, Lebed supported 

Yeltsin, contributing to Yeltsin’s landslide victory in the second round (Brudny, 1997: 261).   

Yeltsin’s re-election was played out in Ukraine in 1999 where unpopular President 

Kuchma wanted re-election and so Bankova copied the example of Yeltsin’s 1996 re-

election. Bankova instigated administrative resources to ensure Kuchma of victory 

(Matsuzato, 2001: 416-417). As in Russia, the Ukrainian regime orchestrated a contest 

between Kuchma and Communist Party of Ukraine (CPU) leader Petro Symonenko. 

Therefore, Bankova directly learnt from how the Kremlin got Yeltsin re-elected in 1996.  

Bankova ostracised other political parties. In the build-up to the 1999 elections, 

Rukh was split into competing factions, and its prominent leader, Vyacheslav Chornovil, 

mysteriously died in a car crash involving a truck (Wilson, 2005a: 42). Similarly, Hromada 

had been a Bankova political project supporting Kuchma’s National Democratic Party at the 

1998 parliamentary election, but it had reverted to opposition status when its leader, Pavlo 

Lazarenko, made it independent in late 1998. A few months later in December 1998 

Lazarenko was arrested in Switzerland for money-laundering, and with Lazarenko jailed 

Bankova brought Hromada under control (Wilson, 2005b: 157). Hromada’s second in 

command, Tymoshenko, was coerced to split the party as Bankova had Tymoshenko’s bank 

accounts frozen. To get them released Tymoshenko agreed to support Kuchma in the 

presidential election and create the pro-regime Batkivschyna (Fatherland) party (Way, 

2015a: 61).  
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Bankova then turned to dealing with Oleksandr Moroz and the Socialist Party of 

Ukraine, enticing the Village Party from the Socialists, thereby reducing the Socialists 

capabilities of forming a viable alternative at the 1999 election. Another candidate, 

Oleksandr Tkachenko, agreed to give his votes to Symonenko in the second round (Wilson, 

2005b: 169-170). At various times Moroz, Yevhen Marchuk and Tkhachenko accused each 

other of working for Kuchma (Wilson, 2005b: 158). Marchuk even claimed that Ukrainian 

Spetsnaz forces had been involved in Chornovil’s death which divided the nationalist vote 

(Wilson, 2005a: 42-43).  

Bankova supported Nataliya Vitrenko, leader of the Progressive Socialist Party as an 

alternative to Moroz, and she regularly visited Kuchma to discuss tactics (Wilson, 2005b: 

158). Bankova sustained Symonenko to come second in the election’s first-round, thereby 

reaching the second-round. However, the Ukrainian authorities terminated financial support 

in the second-round (Wilson, 2005b: 158-159). Money convinced the CPU to play ball and 

accept Kuchma’s victory (Wilson, 2005b: 238-239).  

Kuchma tried to copy the 1996 Russian presidential election. However, Ukraine is 

not Russia. While the copying of Yeltsin’s re-election worked, in the long run, it precipitated 

the demise of the Kuchma regime. Moroz believing the presidency was taken from him 

became an opponent of Kuchma. He publicised the Melnychenko tapes which emphasised 

Kuchma’s involvement in the murder of investigative journalist Hryhorii Gongadze (Tsvil, 

2013: 52-53). While the lessons taken from Yeltsin’s re-election in 1996 were successful in 

Ukraine in 1999 the tactics used alienated key elites which weakened Bankova, thereby 

increasing opposition numbers and forcing Kuchma to become increasingly authoritarian in 

his second presidential term.  
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5.3. Learning from Domestic Success in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine 

5.3.1. Back to the Past in Belarus and Russia 

5.3.1.1. Learning from the Past in Belarus 

The Belarusian regime maintains an economy with Soviet characteristics (Ioffe, G, 

2014: 125; Karbalevich, 2010: 50). After the Second World War Belarus’s economy surged, 

having been the poorest part of Western Russia in the Tsarist period, its Soviet history was 

positive in that respect (Ioffe, G, 2004). The Soviet rebuilding of Belarus into a Hi-Tec 

economy – by Soviet standards – left excellent infrastructure and good universities242. 

However, due to reliance on Russian resources, factories could not function with the Soviet 

collapse (Ioffe and Yarashevich, 2011: 754). With Belarusian independence in 1991, Prime 

Minister Kebich, kept the economy largely Sovietised (Ioffe and Yarashevich, 2011: 755), and 

when Lukashenka came to power in 1994 he had an idealised view of the Soviet Union, 

modernising the Soviet economy rather than changing it243. 

The Belarusian authorities learnt from the Soviet Union by promoting the narrative 

of the Great Patriotic War244, although it puts the Belarusian partisans at the centre of the 

Soviet war effort245 (Marples, 2007: 101). This is mixed with pride in Soviet historicism, 

which reduces the role of Stalin (Marples, 2014: 331, 344, 329), but promotes Soviet success 

to create state-building myths246. The Belarusian regime took a further lesson from the 
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Soviet period. The power vertikal’ was Soviet, although its antecedents were Tsarist, where 

the leader decides what happens and other implement the decisions (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 

267-268). Like Putin, Lukashenka recreated the power vertikal’, but because of Belarus’s 

compactness and Lukashenka’s longevity, it is more effective247. The authorities copied 

Soviet government administration structures248. The power vertikal’ gives Lukashenka the 

power to even tell the collective – another Soviet copy – farm tractor drivers how to drive 

their tractors. For Lukashenka, Belarus is his farm249.  

Lukashenka is a success for others to emulate, in terms of his longevity. According 

to Grigoriy Ioffe (2011) analysts constantly predict the collapse of the Belarusian economy, 

but it consistently defies the odds. Belarus survived the global financial crisis relatively 

unscathed because of its limited international integration. While the regime privatised some 

state companies it kept the Soviet economy largely intact (Korosteleva, J, 2011: 650-651). 

Lukashenka has consistently adapted to situations and survived, so he could be considered a 

success for others. He is pragmatic and able to adapt250. I (2017b: 174-173) argued that the 

Belarusian regime was a testing ground for the Kremlin, as it began its preventive counter-

revolution against the Colour Revolutions earlier. Two examples are the Belarusian 
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Republican Youth Union being the precursor to the Kremlin’s Nashi, and Belarusian NGO 

legislation being copied by the Kremlin.  

As one of the first regimes to implement a preventive counter-revolution the 

Belarusian regime became an example for other authoritarian regimes on developing 

repressive measures. Lukashenka has been in power since Bill Clinton’s first term and has 

seen attempts to impeach him in 1995 and 1996, protests in 2001, 2006, 2010 and 2017 and 

many economic crises251. Belarus can be a testing ground for Western responses. Other 

authoritarian regimes view Belarusian crackdowns for Western responses, and if there is no 

reaction they act accordingly252. 

The idea that Lukashenka is a model for others can be seen by Moldovan President 

Dodon – apparently on Lukashenka’s advice – trying to pass four resolutions to increase his 

power in 2017 (UDF.by, 2017b). Dodon justified this proposed consolidation of power by 

arguing it would strengthen the state as Lukashenka had done. However, Dodon had not, 

unlike Lukashenka, taken control of the Supreme Court, which struck the legislative changes 

down (UDF.by, 2017b). Lukashenka may be an example of success for other authoritarian 

leaders, as his longevity would be welcome, but his economic policy and Soviet economic 

methods253, are unlikely to have many suitors. 
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5.3.1.2. Learning from History for the Kremlin 

Putin studies historical examples, learning from failures like Tsar Nicholas II, the 

Soviet period and the 1990s. Putin does not just learn from failures, as according to his press 

secretary, Dmitry Peskov, Putin regularly reads Russian history (Faulconbridge and Bryanski, 

2011), pointing to learning from success too. Since 2000, Putin has used history to give the 

Kremlin legitimacy (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 63) following the idea of communication with the 

people. This idea began under Tsar Nicholas I, but the KGB redefined it as rabota s lyud’mi254 

as a way to find out what the people were concerned with, and what might lead them to 

protest (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 168).  

Nicholas I tried to reform the state to make it more efficient, without making 

radical changes. Like Nicholas I, Putin has attempted to change the state without radical 

modifications (Makarkin, 2001). Nicholas I turned the Russian Empire into the main 

European power. His reactionary attitude to the 1848 European revolutions is good for a 

regime portraying itself as conservative and a portrait of Nicholas hangs in the presidential 

office (Gautheret, 2014). Under Nicholas I Russia was not only the dominant European 

power, but it ended the 1848 revolutions, and so Nicholas I is a good role-model for Putin 

for counteracting revolutions (Taylor, 2018: 25). 

Alexander II is another Tsar Putin has learnt from. Alexander’s advisor Boris 

Chicherin coined the phrase pravovoye gosudarstvo, or law-based state, which gave primary 

place to a strong state and gradual reform (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 53). For the Kremlin, the 

concept of gosudarstvennichestvo, or statism, maintains the rule of law, but the state 

interprets when the rule of law has been infringed. For Putin, the constitution is the 

                                                           
254

 This translates as working with the people.  



 

258 
 

embodiment of gosudarstvennichestvo as stipulated in his Millennium message (Putin, 

1999). Overturning the constitution would weaken the state which is why Putin did not seek 

a consecutive third term (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 54).    

Another reference point for Putin is the Nineteenth Century diplomat, Alexander 

Gorchakov. He served Nicholas I and Alexander II and was Foreign Minister under Alexander 

II. Gorchakov was respected across Europe helping make Russia a great power again after its 

defeat in the Crimean War. The Crimean defeat bears some resemblance to Russia of the 

1990s and it is why Putin aspires to follow his lead (Gaddy and Hill, 2012).  

Putin admires Pyotr Stolypin who attempted to reform Russia between 1906 and 

1911 before being assassinated. Putin often quotes Stolypin (Syamin, 2012). Like Stolypin, t 

Putin is trying to create a prosperous country, but one where the state retains control 

(Rybas, 2001: 16). Putin (2011a) paraphrased Stolypin’s 1907 address to the Duma – “you, 

gentlemen, are in need of great upheaval; we are in need of Great Russia” (Hill and Gaddy, 

2015: 71) – to “we do not need great upheavals. We need a great Russia” (Samarina, 2011: 

1). Stolypin tried to transform Russia without revolutionary change. Like Putin, he believed 

the opposition should work with him to achieve this (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 72-74). Putin 

reveres Stolypin for his vision. Stolypin famously stated “give the state 20 years of internal 

and external peace and you will not recognise Russia” (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 74). Putin 

(2012b) stated that if he became president in the 2012 elections he would transform Russia, 

so people would have a better future for “decades”. Putin (2011b) has defended Stolypin’s 

reforms even though Stolypin had hundreds hanged for terrorism. 

Putin likely learned from Yuriy Andropov’s practice of going to the people and 

finding out what they wanted (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 95). Andropov created the fifth 
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directorate to deal with subversive ideologies, which involved KGB officers attending 

protests. Rather than use overt repression, they tried to understand the grievances, offer 

concessions and arrest hardliners. Putin possibly worked for the fifth directorate (Hill and 

Gaddy, 2015: 168-170) and he uses oshceheniye s lyudmi255 with the annual direct line 

(Davies, K, 2017). Therefore, Putin can ascertain what is wrong in the regions and react to 

lessen potential protests (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 174-176).  

Like the Belarusian regime, the Kremlin has copied the Soviet power vertikal’ 

(Monaghan, 2016: 131), and created a myth from the Soviet victory in the Great Patriotic 

War, making Russia a great power today256. Putin originally constructed his power vertikal’ 

along military lines, but with the Kursk disaster, this changed (Golts, 2010) as after Kursk, 

the power vertikal’ was top-down (Monaghan, 2011) before evolving to be more collective 

(Monaghan, 2012: 16), although it remains ineffective (Monaghan, 2016: 132; Lunkov, 2011: 

6). However, the power vertikal’ while unsuccessful is an example of learning from Soviet 

success (Latynina, 2009: 8). 

The Kremlin has delved into the field of Russian philosophy for lessons. However, 

there are questions whether these thinkers actually shape the Kremlin’s view. Laruelle 

argues (2017b) that factions in the Kremlin adhere to these beliefs. Duncan (2015: 108) is 

correct that the Kremlin tries to bridge the divide between White and Red Russia. One 

philosopher, Ivan Il’in, has been referenced (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 100), although there have 

only been six mentions, all about strengthening the state. Il’in analysed how Russia could 

defend itself from the West and justified authoritarianism (Barbashin and Thoburn, 2015). It 
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is likely the Il’in references placate ultra-conservative factions (Laruelle, 2017b). Putin’s 

addresses to the Federal Assembly in 2006 and 2014 referenced Il’in’s work on protecting 

and loving Russia (Putin, 2006; 2014).  

Konstantin Leontiev and Nikolai Berdayev are other anti-Western thinkers that the 

Kremlin has analysed, although Putin (2013a) quoted Nikolai Berdayev wrongly (Rozhkova, 

2013: 2), highlighting that Berdayev is not too important. Thinkers like Nikolai Trubetskoiy 

and Lev Gumilev adhered to Eurasianism, arguing that Russia should not look to the West 

for development (Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 101). Trubetskoiy contended that European values 

are alien to Russians, so no matter how hard Russian elites try, Russia will never be 

European (Paramonov, 2007). Gumilev’s idea of the nation as sacrosanct was seen in Putin’s 

2012 address when he stated that the nation’s energy needed to be harnessed to drive 

Russia forward (Putin, 2012a). Finally, the Eurasianists, especially Aleksandr Dugin, have 

some influence on regime ideas, but these ideas are not official policy (Umland, 2012; 

Shekhovtsov, 2014: 74-75). 

5.3.2. Learning from Previous Regimes: Plahotniuc and Poroshenko 

It is likely politicians learn from the mistakes and successes of regimes of which 

they were a part in the past. Both Plahotniuc and Poroshenko have been members of 

various regimes, with Plahotniuc having a complete political change in 2009, from being a 

PCRM member to joining the PDM. Having been in important roles in previous regimes it is 

likely that these experiences shape current thinking. As argued in chapter two, this is an 

aspect of habitus and Plahotniuc and Poroshenko highlight the importance of internal 

learning well. 
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Plahotniuc was a businessman and supported Vladimir Voronin and Voronin’s son, 

Oleg257. Many representatives in the AEI coalition were politicians under the PCRM. 

Schooled in the PCRM period they react to threats as they did then, with repression258. 

Plahotniuc uses his wealth to implement effective control which the PCRM also did259. 

Under the PCRM, Plahotniuc was tasked with protecting and increasing the fortune of 

Voronin using reiderstvo260 tactics on businesses Voronin earmarked for takeover. These 

same tactics were used by Plahotniuc after 2009 to press politicians to follow his wishes261.  

Hale (2015: 330) argues that Poroshenko has been a part of every regime since the 

1994 Kuchma presidency. According to Sukhov (2017c), Poroshenko shares characteristics of 

previous presidents, borrowing behavioural patterns from Kuchma. Poroshenko wanted to 

create a scenario similar to Kuchma but was hampered by greater checks than previous 

regimes on him by civil society after the Euromaidan262. Kuchma was less thuggish than 

Yanukovych, using softer coercive tools, rather than naked repression, although the death of 

journalist Gongadze showed that Kuchma would use violence when necessary. Poroshenko 

followed this soft coercion path, balancing competing clans and oligarchic groups, while 

using Kompromat to keep control263.  
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For instance, the Anti-Corruption Centre (TsPK) has been vocal about continued 

government corruption, criticising the Prosecutor General’s Office and presidential 

administration. It offered training to representatives of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau 

(NABU), which resulted in the Prosecutor General’s Office taking a detailed interest in the 

finances of TsPK (Ringis, 2016). Like Kuchma, Poroshenko used government bodies and 

media to smear people and groups who highlight Bankova’s failings264.  

Poroshenko exerted control over other elites and, particularly former Yanukovych 

allies (Romanyuk and Kravets, 2016; Sukhov, 2016d). Former Prime Minister Volodymyr 

Hroysman was a Poroshenko loyalist, which allowed Poroshenko to keep control (Synovitz, 

2016a: Romanyuk, 2016). Like Yanukovych – who made secret deals with oligarchs and 

parliamentarians to get support – Poroshenko used backroom deals (Romanyuk, 2016). 

Poroshenko like Yanukovych tried to control institutions, but unlike Yanukovych, 

Poroshenko was subtler in how he achieved consolidation. Another area of learning from 

success is the 1990s when Poroshenko started his business. He learnt appropriate survival 

skills. Like Plahotniuc, Poroshenko used practices learnt in the 1990s to control others, 

which allowed him to maintain power265. 

5.4. Discussion: Success or Failure and Internal or External?  

Chapters four and five analysed propositions four and five and it can be determined 

that success and failure are indeed equally important for authoritarian learning. 

Authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from examples of success as failure. While, 

failure is easier to track as it generally makes the news, an example being the Euromaidan, 
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success is important. For instance the EAEU was constructed in 2015 based on the EU, in 

terms of the EAEU’s economic structure266, and the Kremlin took examples from Germany 

and New Zealand electoral systems and the Moldovan constitution is based on the 

French267, although both regimes have twisted these from their original design. While the 

four case studies learn from success, there are instances of them not being very successful 

at it. This is especially so of the Kremlin, although this could be attributed to the fact that 

there is more evidence of Kremlin learning. However, this does not detract from the fact 

that authoritarian regimes learn from both failure and success equally. 

Similarly, chapters four and five show that authoritarian regimes are just as likely to 

learn from external as internal examples. There are more examples in chapter five of 

learning from external success because locating data for instances of learning from internal 

success proved difficult. However, I assert that the internal is crucial for authoritarian 

learning as chapter four showed. Therefore, it is possible to assert that authoritarian 

regimes learn from both external and internal examples. 
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Chapter Six: 

The External Networks of Authoritarian Learning 

“The Soviet Union did not collapse. The local republics adapted to a new context.” 

Quote by Eric Chenoweth268 

6.1. Introduction 

With the Soviet collapse and the banning of the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union (CPSU), political elites re-branded themselves as democrats in the post-Soviet states, 

to retain power. Many Soviet institutions were not replaced, allowing the new states to 

keep many Soviet practices, as reflected in the quote above. Political, business and cultural 

elites from the Soviet Union have mostly survived. These networks269 remain key to 

understanding inter and intra-elite relationships helping explain learning. Networks provide 

a perfect environment for the dissemination of ideas and sharing of best practices. This 

chapter will analyse external networks of authoritarian learning and show that regional 

organisations allow the exchange of information. As well as regional organisations there are 

extensive networks between the four case studies, making information dissemination easier 

to pass from one government to another, thereby making learning easier.  

Networks operate in authoritarian regimes, but they are often hidden, as modern 

authoritarian regimes claim they are democratic, so collaboration is well concealed. 
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Documents mentioning dialogue, meetings or cooperation use vague terms, one example 

being the “Information Bulletin of the CSTO Secretariat 02.10.2014” which hides the 

creation of a police and military force (Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 2014b), 

highlighting that information is well hidden in obscure documentation. The police and 

military force in question was the Collective Rapid Reaction Force, which was listed as a 

military division, and had been in existence since 2009. However, Mikhailov (2009: 1) found 

that interior ministry troops were also included in the unit. 

Even though after 2014, Ukrainian political elites distanced themselves from the 

Kremlin some Ukrainian elites want closer ties with Russia. The political party Opposition 

Platform – For Life! after the 2019 parliamentary elections is now the second largest party in 

parliament. It advocates closer ties with the Kremlin, and its politicians regularly travel to 

Moscow to meet Kremlin representatives (Talant, 2019). Similarly, in Moldova, Dodon has 

tried to emulate Putin (Ursu, 2016). Therefore, external links are crucial for enhancing 

authoritarianism and increasing learning possibilities in the four case studies. 

Chapter six analyses proposition two that ‘authoritarian learning has a flattened 

hierarchy and network, with authoritarian regimes learning from one another, rather than a 

hegemon dispensing lessons or an authoritarian gravity centre.’ I assess post-Soviet regional 

organisations and their role in external learning and then investigate political elite networks, 

analysing presidents, presidential administrations, security services, security councils, 

governments, foreign and internal ministers, ambassadors and businessmen. These 

highlight extensive evidence of dialogue and sharing of best practices between the four case 

studies. This explains the causal links that X, or Xs, causes Y. Finally, Russian links with 
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Moldova and Ukraine will be investigated, as these relations are one reason why Moldova 

and Ukraine remain competitive authoritarian regimes.  

6.2. Regional Organisation Collaboration: Vehicles for Networks? 

Post-Soviet regional regimes have constructed regional organisations primarily 

focused on economic and security collaboration. These institutions highlight cooperation 

between members and are venues for dialogue. Obydenkova and Libman (2019) found that 

post-soviet regimes that were members of the CIS, EAEU and the SCO had increased 

chances of survival, as members collaborate together. While, it is possible regional 

organisations dominated by authoritarian regimes are conducive to learning (Libman and 

Obydenkova, 2018: 153), this remains untested and is something this chapter addresses. 

One reason Moldova and Ukraine remain competitive authoritarian regimes, rather 

than electoral authoritarian regimes as in Belarus and Russia, is because Moldova and 

Ukraine are not members of as many regional post-Soviet organisations as Belarus or Russia. 

Moldova has been a CIS member since 1994, and Ukraine never officially ratified the treaty 

of membership. However, both have attended regularly, although since 2014 due to the 

Donbas conflict, Ukrainian governments have distanced Ukraine from the CIS. The CIS is the 

only post-Soviet regional organisation both Moldova and Ukraine are members of, which 

reduces the dialogue opportunities with other post-Soviet states and the sharing of best 

practices to maintain power. I analyse the CIS, the CSTO, the SCO, the EAEU, the Union State 

of Russia and Belarus (the Union State) and GUAM to better understand authoritarian 

learning in the post-Soviet space. 
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6.2.1. The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

The CIS was created in 1991 to keep the post-Soviet states together in a loose 

confederation. However, with the Soviet demise and political elites favouring independence, 

the CIS became a regional organisation acting against common issues like environmental 

degradation, terrorism, migration and cross-border trade. Political integration has largely 

failed, with most focus on economic cooperation (Obydenkova and Libman, 2019, 122-123). 

In the CIS there are open and closed meetings, making tracking what was said 

challenging. There are many closed meetings on security and crime, with only the briefest 

mention that this is what was addressed. CIS members collaborate and share information, 

and the organisation publishes journals, which provide information about what was 

discussed at particular meetings (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2001a), allowing 

some information to be gleaned. The CIS provides “a common information space” 

expanding to an “interstate information exchange” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 

2001b). 

Economic collaboration started after the 2008 global recession to alleviate 

economic recessions. Even before the 2008 global recession economic development was 

seen as lessening demonstrations as “poor countries” have increased “protest behaviour” 

(Commonwealth of Independent States, 2005) as citizens are likelier to be dissatisfied with a 

lack of opportunities. The 2009 plan for the CIS Economic Development called for 

“deepening interstate relations,” while developing “mutually acceptable ways of solving 

economic problems” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2009a) and was an attempt to 

limit possible protests in member states. Collaboration involved alleviating “the 

consequences of the global financial crisis,” to “improve the quality of life of the population 
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of the CIS” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2009b) and lessen possible protest. In 

2011, the CIS created the CIS Free Trade Area to assuage future recessions (Commonwealth 

of Independent States, 2015b).  

Members collaborate extensively on security issues, enhancing “operational and 

technical capabilities…their analytical work, exchange information and professional 

experience” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2013b). The CIS’s anti-terrorist centre 

was created in January 2001, helping information sharing and providing training 

(Commonwealth of Independent States, 2000). In 2010, the Council of Ministers of Internal 

Affairs (CMIA) increased police cooperation (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2010) 

and in 2012, it agreed to counter instability in any member state (Commonwealth of 

Independent States, 2012), thereby protecting incumbent regimes.  

In 2011, the Council of Security Authorities and Special Services of the CIS (CSASS) 

discussed increasing “the effectiveness of cooperation between security agencies and 

special services of the CIS member states” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2011b). 

A 2017 CIS meeting had delegates analyse how to limit the “radicalisation of youth” 

(Commonwealth of Independent States, 2017), thereby lesson-drawing from the experience 

of youth groups during the Colour Revolutions.  

CSASS meetings remain secret, but the Security Council of the Russian Federation 

provides evidence of meetings and discussions. One example is a 2009 meeting, which 

discussed “interaction of intelligence services is an integral part of interstate relations” 

(Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2009), pointing to close collaboration between 

post-Soviet security services. During the 2011 Donbas anti-terrorist training, one exercise 

dealt with “localising mass riots” (Commonwealth of Independent States, 2011a) and 
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coordinated “activities to identify and prevent terrorist acts being prepared at mass rallies” 

(the Anti-terrorist Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States, 2011). This highlights that CIS member states engage in training exercises to counter 

protesters. During 2011, the CIS anti-terrorist centre provided training exercises to 

counteract “flash mobs used in order to destabilise the situation and organise social unrest” 

(the Anti-terrorist Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States, 2011). Similarly, in 2012, the anti-terrorist centre trained against terrorists who 

“organise riots and social unrest” and demonstrate outside government buildings (the Anti-

terrorist Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States, 2012). 

A 2013 meeting saw the CIS anti-terrorist centre discuss tactics in the “Arab Revolutions,” 

and member states discussed improving training for anti-terrorist units. In 2013, CSASS 

discussed training anti-terror units to “suppress the activity of radical youth groups” 

(Commonwealth of Independent States, 2013a), a direct reference to youth groups during 

the Colour Revolutions.  

The Russian Security Council mentions two further CSASS meetings. A 2013 summit 

analysed the “situation in Iraq, Libya, Egypt and Syria” (Security Council of the Russian 

Federation, 2013a). In 2015, CSASS members discussed how to stop “neo-Nazi groups…and 

their participation in the realisation of technologies of “colour revolution”” (Commonwealth 

of Independent States, 2015a), a reference to the Euromaidan.  

The Belarusian, Moldovan, Russian and Ukrainian regimes consistently attend 

CSASS meetings, although Ukraine stopped after Crimea’s annexation in 2014. These 

examples point to learning from previous protests. Governments of all four case studies 

have regularly attended CIS meetings, so the regimes are susceptible to learning.  
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Ukraine since the annexation of Crimea and the war in the Donbas has stopped 

attending most CIS forums. In 2018, Poroshenko announced Ukraine would leave the CIS in 

the near future, but Poroshenko countered this by stating that Bankova would follow some 

treaties and work with other members (Kizilov, 2018). Therefore, it appears that there 

remains membership by the back door, the maintenance of networks with other members, 

preservation of learning capabilities, and a distancing, rather than full renunciation of 

membership (Ponomarenko, 2018b) pointing to continued, if limited, dialogue with other 

members.  

The CIS offers members the opportunity to collaborate and share best practices. It 

is not just a forum for dialogue, as the CIS provides training exercises to counter protesters, 

allowing members to ascertain which tactics are effective. There is also economic support to 

bolster members, provide them with popular legitimacy and reduce the chance of protest. 

 

6.2.2. The Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) 

The CSTO was formed in 1992 and expanded in 1994. The CSTO grew out of the CIS 

and encompassed, mostly, military and security matters in the post-Soviet space. Like the 

CIS, there are closed meetings and collaboration with other regional organisations. After the 

2008 global financial crisis, the CSTO developed “economic cooperation” (Collective Security 

Treaty Organisation, 2015), although what this collaboration entailed was vague. Like the 

CIS, countering Colour Revolutions is a pressing issue for the CSTO. For instance, a 

December 2013 meeting of the CSTO secretariat, was entitled “interaction between 

authorities and society in order to counter external interference and colour revolutions” 

(Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 2013b). This was a round table of the internal, 
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military and foreign affairs ministries’ of member states, the Russian security services and 

the CIS anti-terrorist centre. It addressed “the role of NGOs, the media, the Internet, social 

networks and the blogosphere in the destabilisation of the socio-political situation” in the 

region, as well as analysing “provocateurs…as an element of the organisational system of 

external interference” and “technologies to counteract “colour revolution”” (Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation, 2013b). 

While the CSTO is, mostly, a military organisation, it provides training exercises, like 

in 2012 where CSTO forces countered “mass riots” at “shopping complexes and shops” in 

“state C” to help “restore constitutional order” (Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 

2012). Another training exercise in 2014, focused on counteracting “mass riots” (Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation, 2014a), as did a 2017 exercise which thwarted “mass riots” 

(Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 2017). A 2014 meeting of CSTO Member states, 

pointed to lessons learnt from the Colour Revolutions and the Arab Spring, with both “an 

essential factor in destabilising the political landscape” (Collective Security Treaty 

Organisation, 2014c).  

Zubr (bison), a unit of the Russian OMON and their Belarusian counterpart Rys’ 

(lynx), trained in counteracting protesters with other CSTO member police units during the 

Unbreakable Brotherhood-2013 exercises, when ‘peacekeeper’ policing units used “special 

means and water cannon, split the aggressively-minded crowd and detained the leaders of 

the “mass riots”” (Collective Security Treaty Organisation, 2013a). This highlights learning 

especially when considering Lukashenka’s (2011a) statement that the CSTO should look to 

prevent new Colour Revolutions. 
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Like the CIS, the CSTO provides member states with dialogue and sharing of best 

practices. There are opportunities to test best practices in training exercises to find 

appropriate methods for use against protesters. The CSTO unlike the CIS is largely a military 

organisation and, therefore, does not involve itself in economic matters. However, the CSTO 

provides clear avenues for learning.  

6.2.3. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

The SCO was formed in 2001 and in 2017 it expanded to include India and Pakistan. 

Although, the SCO is not solely a post-Soviet institution I include it in the analysis as the SCO 

provides one case study member, Russia, with opportunities to share best practices and 

learn from the tactics of others outside the post-Soviet space. 

SCO documents repeat the mantra of stability and non-interference in the internal 

affairs of member states. In the fifth anniversary declaration, the SCO stated that if stability 

was threatened members would militarily intervene in other states270. With the 2008 global 

recession, the SCO implemented “economic cooperation” among Members and “an 

economic cooperation program,” to create “mutually beneficial economic cooperation” 

(Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2009), to alleviate “the negative consequences of the 

financial and economic crisis for social well-being” (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 

2009). SCO members realised that regional economic problems would cause instability and 

protests, so economic cooperation was perceived as important to stop possible future 

protests. A 2010 meeting followed-up with “further development of regional economic 

cooperation” (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2010) and a 2016 meeting saw 

agreements to “promote trade, economic and investment cooperation” (Shanghai 
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Cooperation Organisation, 2016b). In 2017, the SCO directed member finance ministries to 

arrange member-to-member trade deals to foster dependability and alleviate future 

recessions (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2017). Economic partnership protects 

regimes from uncertainty, making it easier to keep power. There is legislative harmonisation 

and close ministerial collaboration at all levels (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2008b; 

2008c).  

Like the CIS and CSTO, the SCO conducts training exercises for security and police 

forces on terrorism (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2008a; 2011; 2016a). At the 2016 

exercises delegates strengthened “law enforcement cooperation” (Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation, 2016a). Its definition of terrorism is broad. During the 2013 Kazygurt anti-

terror exercises, one exercise attempted to “curb terrorist activities on mass gathering sites” 

(Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 2013). The Regional Antiterrorist Structure of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation holds meetings between member security councils, with 

a 2015 meeting discussing “Nazism” (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2015a), a 

reference to the Euromaidan. 

Like the CIS and the CSTO, the SCO provides forums for member states to discuss 

best practices and share tactics. Like the CIS, the SCO uses economic collaboration between 

member states to stave off potential protests, which could spill over into other SCO member 

states. The SCO not only bolsters members, but provides learning opportunities. 
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6.2.4. The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 

The EAEU copies the EU regarding structure and free movement of people and 

goods271. The EAEU makes each economy competitive, by promoting stability and advancing 

living standards272. The organisation was inaugurated on January 1 2015, and has created a 

market of 183 million people. 

The EAEU has developed cooperation between member states, increasing trade 

between members and devising methods to grow the economies of member states 

(Eurasian Economic Union, 2012a; 2012b; 2013a; 2013b; 2013c). However, the EAEU does 

not just support member states. For example, it signed an economic cooperation agreement 

with Ukraine during Yanukovych’s presidency (Eurasian Economic Union, 2012c). This 

example highlights that the EAEU offers support to weaker authoritarian regimes drawing 

them closer to established authoritarian regimes. By bolstering non-member authoritarian 

regimes and integrating them, the EAEU creates linkage between authoritarian regimes, and 

increases the legitimacy of the incumbent in the non-member, thereby helping power 

consolidation. It also reduces spill over effects, as the collapse of a non-member regime 

could have repercussions for members. As with Ukraine in 2012, a 2017 deal between the 

EAEU and the Moldovan regime (Eurasian Economic Union, 2017), was an attempt to 

strengthen authoritarian-minded elites in Moldova. In January 2017, Dodon met Putin to 

discuss Moldovan integration in the EAEU, although this was unconstitutional as the 

Moldovan president does not conduct foreign policy (Jurnal.md, 2017a).   
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 Interview with Balázs Jarábik – Non-Resident Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
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During the recent 2018 protests in Armenia, caused by President Serzh Sargsyan 

changing the constitution to allow him to become prime minister after his presidential term 

ended, resulting in protests, Lukashenka (2018a) spoke about the Armenian events to the 

Belarusian National Assembly. He called on EAEU members to coordinate – and discuss 

among specialists – to tackle what was clearly a Western attempt to split the EAEU through 

revolutions in individual members. This example highlights the possibility for collaboration 

and mentions specialists who work on devising best practices to counter revolutions.  

The Eurasian Development Bank (EADB) strengthens economic partnerships 

between members (Zabortseva, 2016: 142). In 2012, the EADB established inter-state 

companies to create business networks across members and set-up the Eurasian Anti-Crisis 

Fund to invest in members (Ekonomika i Zhizn, 2013: 19). Russia through its economic 

hegemony is the main funder of both structures and with Kremlin support, the EADB is the 

main development bank in the post-Soviet space (Mereminskaya and Sokolov, 2017). While 

Belarus and Russia invoked border restrictions against each other in 2016 and Lukashenka 

has criticised the EAEU (Markarkin, 2017; Bykov, 2016; Lukashenka, 2016d), it is likely a 

criticism of Kremlin dominance. 

The EAEU is an economic organisation offering support to bolster members and 

non-members alike. Through economic cooperation authoritarian linkage increases and 

incumbent regimes gain the support to survive. Through economic cooperation, of member 

and non-members economies alike, the EAEU increases prosperity, which reduces the 

potential for protest. Therefore, the EAEU is an important organisation not necessarily for 

understanding authoritarian learning, but because it bolsters authoritarian states in the 

post-Soviet space. 
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6.2.5. The Union State 

Officially known as the Union State of Belarus and Russia, I will refer to it as the 

Union State here. Grigory Ioffe (2008: 157-160) is correct that the Union State for all the 

integration rhetoric has not lived up to expectations. Yeltsin talked about integration to 

placate nationalists and the Belarusian elite has grown accustomed to Belarusian 

independence. The Union State was created in 1996 and given greater legislative power in 

economic, political and integration matters by 1998. However, Putin is not keen on the 

union, and his antipathy towards Lukashenka makes further integration unlikely (Ioffe, G, 

2008: 157-160).  

Yet, for all the Union State’s lack of activity this detracts from the closeness of 

Russia and Belarus. Although relations have often been difficult with numerous trade wars 

and gas disputes (Gretskiy, 2018: 157-158) both co-ordinate foreign and security policy. The 

example of the Union State highlights authoritarian learning, as experience sharing, monthly 

meetings between ministries and the creation of common legislation273 occur. During a 2005 

Union State meeting, former Russian parliamentary speaker, Boris Gryzlov, advocated 

collaboration between the Belarusian and Russian authorities on counteracting Colour 

Revolutions (Veretennikova, 2005). During the 2004 Ukrainian Orange Revolution, 

representatives from Belarus and Russia discussed the effects of such an event happening in 

either Belarus or Russia. During the same meeting focus was on how to deal with members 

of the Belarusian opposition who had been on the Maidan and may instigate protests in 

Minsk (Standing Committee of the Union State, 2004). To counteract such possibilities, the 
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 Interview with Vadzim Smok – Project Coordinator at the Ostrogorski Centre and Research Fellow at the 
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Union State agreed to increase collaboration against Colour Revolutions (Standing 

Committee of the Union State, 2005). This example points to the sharing of best practices 

on counter-revolutions. In 2016, a new Union State military doctrine specifically addressed 

the possibility “of a Colour or Arab Revolution” occurring in Belarus and Russia (Standing 

Committee of the Union State, 2016). Combined Security Council meetings happen 

biannually. The Union State is a venue for dialogue and regular meetings, pointing to idea 

exchange and learning. 

Although there is limited information about the activities of the Union State there 

are regular monthly meetings at all ministerial levels and information is regularly shared. 

Both regimes copy legislation and laws have to be similar and able to operate in both 

Belarus and Russia. Therefore, the Union State operates to allow the Kremlin and the 

Belarusian regime to devise best practices to counter threats, collaborate and learn274. 

6.2.6. GUAM 

Officially GUAM is known as the democracy and economic development-GUAM 

organisation. GUAM is an acronym of the first letters of each member’s name: Georgia, 

Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova. However, as Azerbaijan is more authoritarian then the 

other three states, there are questions to how democratic the organisation is. In Azerbaijan, 

opposition political parties exist, but elections are flouted so comprehensively the regime 

wins easily (LaPorte, 2015: 340). For instance, the day before the 2013 presidential election 
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the electoral commission published results where President İlham Әliyev275, got 72.76% 

(Luhn, 2013), but he actually received nearly 85%. The example highlights how redundant 

elections are in Azerbaijan.  

GUAM, which is supposed to be an alliance of democratic leaning states, involves 

collaboration between one electoral authoritarian regime and three competitive 

authoritarian regimes, contributing to authoritarian influences and practices percolating 

into Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. While GUAM has “shifted into the background” 

(Kakachia, 2017: 144), it is a dialogue forum where ideas are shared leading to diffusion of 

authoritarian values. There is coordination between law enforcement and security agencies 

under the rubric of combating terrorism. Information is vague, but if GUAM is similar to the 

CIS, CSTO and the SCO then terrorism is a euphemism for protest. A GUAM (2014b) 

document speaks about non-interference, which resonates with CIS, CSTO and SCO rhetoric. 

Cooperation on terrorism between member security services and anti-terrorism training 

exercises and collaboration on training methods (GUAM, 2005; 2012; 2014a; 2016; 2010) 

occurring. It is hard to gauge if terrorism for GUAM is a euphemism for protesters as in the 

CIS, CSTO and SCO, but it is likely to be so. 

Therefore, it is less obvious that GUAM acts as a venue for dialogue on 

authoritarian learning. However, as no member is an established democracy, it is probable 

that the need to exert control remains crucial to the thinking of all four governments. GUAM 

is not a major post-Soviet organisation, but it does provide sharing of best practices and 

uses training exercises to determine which tactics work best. Therefore, there is evidence 
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that like other post-Soviet regional organisations GUAM offers avenues for authoritarian 

learning. 

6.3. The Zapad Exercises: Countering Protests 

The Zapad exercises are the Russian and Belarusian military exercises which occur 

every four years. Each exercise has a mission statement. As seen in chapter four after the 

2004 Orange Revolution, the Belarusian regime chose the Polish minority as the “fifth 

column” which worked with Western states to start a revolution in Belarus. It is why the 

Zapad-2009 exercises targeted an uprising of the Polish minority and there was even a mock 

nuclear strike on Warsaw (Dunin, 2009).  

  Therefore, all Zapad exercises have a mission statement and the Zapad-2013 and 

Zapad-2017 exercises highlight instances of authoritarian learning. The Zapad-2013 military 

exercise involved a scenario of terrorists dissipating into urban areas when faced by the 

Belarusian and Russian armed forces, which was a copy of events in the Arab Spring. Russian 

interior ministry security services were involved, and gained experience in coercing future 

protests (Blank, 2015: 9-10). Zapad-2013 allowed the Kremlin and Belarusian regime to draw 

lessons and adapt to the Russian 2011-2012 protests and Arab Spring (Wilk, 2013; Tharoor, 

2017). Lessons learnt from Zapad-2013 were used by the Russian military to annex Crimea 

(Khalip, 2017: 9).  

The Zapad-2017 exercises had a protest component. Three fake states were 

created: Veyshnoria located in Belarus, Vesbaria in Lithuania and Lubenia in Poland who 

were funded by Western states to depose Lukashenka (Surana, 2017; Shevchenko, Ant, 

2017). Unlike Zapad-2013, the Veyshnorians, Vesbarians and Lubenians were well armed 

(Khodasevich, 2017: 6; Nesterenko, 2017; Prisyazhnyuk, 2017). While, Zapad-2017 was 
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defence from Western attack, Veyshnoria gave the Belarusians a learning opportunity. In 

2016, the Belarusian military incorporated hybrid warfare into its military doctrine (Sivitskiy, 

2016) supposedly against the West. However, the new military doctrine would counter 

Russian hybrid-war tactics in Ukraine as Veyshnoria could be interpreted as the DPR or the 

LPR (Sivitski, 2017). Therefore, Zapad-2017 was a test for the Belarusian military to ascertain 

military effectiveness in hybrid warfare and counter potential Russian hybrid warfare in 

Belarus. The Zapad exercises highlight learning to counter-revolutions.  

6.4. Ties that bind: Inter-elite links in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine 

There are large existing networks between the four case studies and these highlight 

authoritarian learning. By analysing these networks it is possible to ascertain the extent of 

dialogue, meetings between personnel and government actions. An analysis of networks 

helps understand the causal links that X does cause Y. By investigating networks, it is 

possible to build evidence that the four case studies learn. I analyse presidents, presidential 

administrations, security services, security councils, governments, foreign and internal 

ministries, ambassadors and business links. These networks highlight the extent of the 

learning and emphasise that best practices to maintain power are shared. 

6.4.1. Presidents 

Presidential meetings show concealed links and learning. For instance, in the early 

1990s, Lukashenka visited Uzbekistan to speak with then Uzbek President Karimov, about 

Karimov’s power consolidation276. A clear learning example is the meetings between 

Yanukovych and Putin during the Euromaidan between October and December 2013. As 
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well as this, the Presidents of the four case studies attended every CHS meeting, giving them 

a chance to discuss problems and learn.  

Putin and Lukashenka consulted in St. Petersburg on April 3, 2017, after widespread 

protests in Belarus in March (Kot, 2017). After meeting Putin, Lukashenka (2017) spoke 

about how they had discussed internal issues, although it was unclear what specifically was 

discussed. The Belarusian regime may have cracked down in March 2017 on protesters to 

get a meeting with the Kremlin. After all, earlier meeting requests were rejected (UDF.by, 

2017a; Gazeta.ru, 2017b), as Lukashenka had not recognised Crimea’s annexation and had 

begun a rapprochement with the West (Hansbury, 2017; Shraibman, 2017e). The March 

crackdown reassured the Kremlin that the Belarusian government was dependable.  

Another example is December 9, 2010, when Medvedev and Lukashenka met in 

Moscow before a CHS summit. Relations between the Belarusian and Russian authorities 

had deteriorated in 2010. Medvedev criticised Lukashenka in October (Gazeta.ru, 2010a) 

and the Russian film Krestnyi Bat’ska277 had “spilt political dirt on the Belarusian president” 

(Korosteleva, E, 2013: 241). Lukashenka and Medvedev discussed cooperation and new oil 

and gas deals (Gazeta.ru, 2010b; TUT.by, 2010). For the Kremlin, the deal meant Belarus 

would discontinue its limited reconciliation with the West (Zaitsev, 2010). For the Belarusian 

regime, it gave the green light for repression after the December 19 presidential elections as 

Kremlin support meant the Belarusian government no longer had to consider the 

ramifications of repression and coercion’s effect on relations with the EU (Padhol and 

Marples, 2011: 7). Kremlin support alleviated any repercussions (Wilson, 2011a: 234-235). 
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Another instance of support between presidents is when Yanukovych met Putin in 

Sochi on October 27, 2013. Putin reiterated that if Ukraine signed the EU’s association 

agreement, it could not join the Customs Union278 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013d). They met 

secretly again at a military base near Moscow on November 9, 2013. Putin purportedly 

promised Yanukovych full support in the 2015 presidential election (Silina, 2013: 1) and a 

better loan than the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and EU (Gorchinskaya, 2013) could 

offer.  

At a meeting in Moscow on December 17, 2013, the Kremlin offered Bankova 

support by buying Eurobonds worth $15 billion (Eremenko et al. 2013: 1) which would pay 

off some of Ukraine’s vast debt (Gorchinskaya and Marchak, 2013). The loan came in 

tranches, allowing the Kremlin to stop payment if Bankova did not follow Russian diktats, 

like clearing the Maidan. The loan linked Ukraine closer to Russia, allowing the Kremlin to 

exert further leverage on Bankova (Pasochnik, 2013: 1).  

On January 8, 2014, Yanukovych met Putin at Valdai agreeing that Bankova would 

clear the Maidan and issue “repressive laws” (Leshchenko, S, 2014d). These were the 

dictatorship laws of January 16, 2014, which copied, and were even taken verbatim 

(Koshkina, 2015a: 173), from earlier Belarusian and Russian legislation (Coynash, 2014; 

Wilson, 2014a; Snyder, 2014). The Kremlin offered Bankova support using Kremlin actors in 

Kyiv. The Kremlin and Bankova worked together to create the dictatorship laws, giving 

Bankova the powers to end the Euromaidan (Leshchenko, S, 2014d). While these failed as it 

re-invigorated demonstrations, the Euromaidan is replete with secret meetings between 

Yanukovych and Putin.  
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Face-to-face meetings do not need to occur. The telephone conversation remains 

an important tool to share information. During the recent 2018 Armenian protests, 

Lukashenka spoke with President Armen Sargsyan, with Sargsyan providing information on 

events in Yerevan. Sargsyan and Lukashenka “agreed on a schedule for further action” 

(President.gov.by, 2018), a situation alluded to by Lukashenka (2018a; 2018b) at his 

National Assembly address and when meeting the Zytkavichy District leadership. 

Lukashenka (2018a; 2018b) stated that he had advised Sargsyan on what to do. Similarly, 

Sargsyan and Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan held separate telephone conversations with 

Putin about the Armenian situation (Kremlin.ru, 2018a; 2018b).  

Dodon has tried to emulate Putin (Ursu, 2016), stating during the 2016 presidential 

election, that he wanted to be “a dictatorial leader, the same as Putin” and “Moldova 

immediately needs an iron fist, a strong vertical of power” (Nemtsova, 2016). Dodon has 

praised Lukashenka, seeing him as an example to follow (Gubarevich, 2017), and at a 

meeting with Lukashenka in Chișinău in April 2018, Dodon stated that he was “envious” of 

Belarus and that “we would have a dictatorship as you have” (Levchenko, M, 2018). 

Presidents regularly meet one another or are in frequent contact, allowing them to 

impart information to each other. As seen with the meetings of Medvedev and Lukashenka, 

or Putin and Yanukovych they offer support to one another. This is particularly so for the 

Kremlin, as it supported Lukashenka in his 2010 re-election and the repression that 

followed. Similarly, the Kremlin gave financial support to Bankova, as well as giving it the 

legislative powers to end the Maidan. 

6.4.2. Presidential Administrations 

Presidential administrations play different roles in the cases. Moldova is a 

parliamentary republic with a weak presidency, so the presidential administration does not 
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have a significant role. By contrast, in Belarus, the presidential administration is the main 

state institution devising legislation and helping Lukashenka formulate his will279.  

Head of the Russian presidential administration, Sergei Naryshkin (2008-2011), 

visited Chișinău, meeting PCRM leader Voronin, to discuss the Moldovan political situation 

in 2010, and discussing how Voronin could form a government (Savina, 2010). The Ukrainian 

presidential administration provides examples of political collaboration with the Kremlin. 

Viktor Medvedchuk has been involved in most Ukrainian regimes has consistently been 

close to Putin, with Medvedev’s daughter having Putin as a god-father (Roldugin, 2013). 

Medvedchuk was labelled the “main lobbyist of Russia’s interests in Ukraine” (Silina, 2003). 

During a meeting with Putin, Medvedchuk discussed Ukraine’s situation and which 

candidates Russia could support in the 2004 Ukrainian presidential elections (Zaets, 2003: 

2). During 2004, Medvedchuk met Kremlin representatives to discuss the Orange protests 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2004a) and he remains the Kremlin’s man in Ukraine (Kanygin, 2018), 

in direct contact with Putin (LB.ua, 2017d). 

Links between personnel in the presidential administrations remain acute with 

meetings regularly happening and the discussion of ideas and practices also a consistent 

occurrence. There is strong evidence that the presidential administrations in the case 

studies precipitate learning. It may partially explain why Moldova is a competitive 

authoritarian regime, as it had a weak presidential administration. 
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6.4.3. The Security Services 

Belarusian and Russian security services personnel have close ties280. Until 2015 the 

Belarusian security forces did not have a training school, so personnel went to Moscow 

which increased links with the FSB281. However, even though Belarus now has its own 

school, it only offers a few courses, so any KDB officer wishing to progress must go to the 

FSB’s Moscow school282. Many Belarusian security personnel are janissaries (Kalinkina, 2014; 

Kryvoi, 2011) being born or educated in Russia. The Janissaries were elite Ottoman soldiers 

who were taken from Christian lands of the Ottoman Empire, converted to Islam, trained as 

elite army soldiers and then sent back to govern the lands of their birth. In regards to the 

Belarusian ‘janissaries,’ they tend to be from Russia and have a limited affiliation to Belarus 

and an affinity to the interests of Moscow.  

 The Belarusian military also trains in Moscow further solidifying links with 

Russia283. The KDB remains closely allied to the Kremlin seeing integration with the West as 

a threat to its own interests284. Most KDB officers have a military background, and so they 

have already been to the Russian military academy285. These ties bind. However, ties are 

probably not limited to just interaction between Belarus and Russia.  

                                                           
280

 Interview with Alyaksandr Papko – Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies, 08/08/2016, 
Warsaw. 

281
 Interview with Joerg Forbrig – Director, Fund for Belarus Democracy at the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States, 16/09/2016, Skype. 

282
 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 29/01/2018.  

283
 Interview with Joerg Forbrig – Director, Fund for Belarus Democracy at the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States, 16/09/2016, Skype. 

284
 Interview with Anna Maria Dyner – Head of the Eastern European Programme at the Polski Instytut Spraw 

Międzynarodowych (The Polish Institute of International Relations), 17/05/2017, Warsaw.  

285
 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 29/01/2018. 



 

286 
 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko created inter-departmental groups between 

Ukraine and Russia. One of the groups created was between the SBU and FSB (Ukrainskaya 

Pravda, 2008b), which existed until 2014 and led to collaboration between both security 

services. Valeriy Khoroshkovs’kyy (2010-2012) admitted modelling the SBU on the FSB 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2010e; 2010a). SBU Head Oleksandr Yakimenko (2013-2014) highlights 

the closeness of the SBU and the FSB, as Bankova allowed Yakimenko to lead the SBU even 

though Yakimenko served in the Russian army until 1998 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013d). 

During the Colour Revolutions the KDB claimed to have tracked American money in a 

Ukrainian bank account to be used for a Colour Revolution in Belarus by Serbian, Georgian 

and Ukrainian activists known for precipitating revolutions (Kovalenko, 2006a: 1; 2006b: 2). 

KDB Head Styspan Sukharenka (2005-2007) believed Poland and the Baltic States were 

funding a Colour Revolution (Provalinskaya, 2007; Ankudo, 2006a; 2006b; Gryl’, 2005b). The 

KDB ‘found’ a plot between the ZPB and Polish secret services (Ankudo, 2007). Claiming the 

new ZPB leader, Andzelika Borys, was financed by the Polish government286 to start a 

revolution, the Belarusian government imposed former leader, Tadeusz Kruczkowski and 

split the ZPB into pro and anti-regime factions. Belarus expelled two Polish diplomats and 

closed down the Polish Scientific Society “Dialogue” (Wilson, 2011a: 214). Sukharenka 

stated the KDB acted on FSB information that a “flower revolution” would happen in Belarus 

(Snegin, 2005: 2). At a Moscow press conference, KDB Head Vadzim Zaitsau (2008-2012) 

spoke about how the KDB and FSB shared anti-terror practices (Budkevich, 2012).  

One example of KDB and FSB collaboration was the FSB’s abduction of Pavlo Hryb 

in Belarus. Hryb, the son of a Ukrainian border guard was lured to Homel in August 2017 

                                                           
286

 The ZPB received $200,000 annually from the Polish Community Association (Stowarzyszenie Wspólnota 

Polska ((SWP)) (Wilson, 2011a: 214), and the KDB linked this to Polish attempts at regime-change in Belarus.  



 

287 
 

after talking with a girl on VK287. She was forced by the FSB to entice Pavlo to Homel. Upon 

arrival, Pavlo was arrested and charged with planning a terrorist act (Gordonua.com, 2017b; 

2017c; BBC Ukrainian Service, 2017a; 2017b; Belsat, 2017a; 2017b; TSN.ua, 2017). It is hard 

to believe the KDB was unaware of the FSB’s actions, highlighting how integrated they are.  

Ukraine has been heavily infiltrated by the FSB. For example, during the 2004 

electoral campaign opposition presidential candidate, Viktor Yushchenko was mysteriously 

poisoned. Two Russians travelling on false passports were arrested. They claimed the 

Kremlin placed $200,000 on Yushchenko’s head (Wilson, 2005a: 100). Yushchenko was 

poisoned by dioxin288 (Sinovitz, 2016). There is no concrete evidence of Russian 

involvement, but laboratory twelve in Moscow during the Soviet Union made poisons 

(Volchek, 2009) and judging by the number of poisonings of Russian opposition activists, 

laboratory twelve was quietly reactivated in the early 2000s (Harding, 2016b; Kramer, A, 

2016a). Dioxin is hard to obtain and with laboratory twelve being the closest provider to 

Kyiv, it is likely someone in the Kremlin approved dispatch. 

SBU head Valentyn Nalyvaichenko (2006-2010) faced constant Russian interference, 

with the Kremlin trying to get control over Ukrainian politicians and institutions 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2007; 2008a). During the Euromaidan there is evidence the Kremlin 

gave weapons to Bankova (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014f). However, even before the 

Euromaidan, the FSB was heavily involved in Ukraine and some SBU members were close to 

or worked for the FSB (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2015a; 2015b). Under Yanukovych, the SBU 

operated as if it “should not notice its own existence” (Kurkov, 2014: 171). FSB infiltration 

was extensive and the SBU did not oppose Russian operations in Crimea or Donbas 
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(Kapsamun, 2014; Melkozerova, 2015b). Serhiy L’ovochkin ran a bank – used by the FSB – 

for Russian operations in Ukraine. L’ovochkin was associated with Russian criminal gangs 

and used these groups to help the FSB with operations in Ukraine (Ivanchenko, 2012).  

When Yanukovych fled in February 2014, the FSB took, or destroyed, all 

information which weakened the SBU (Miller, Christ, 2014). The SBU was further affected by 

1,391 personnel leaving for Russia after Crimea’s annexation289 and the discovery that the 

second-in-command of the Anti-Terrorist Operation290 was a Russian spy (TSN.ua, 2016b). 

During the Euromaidan, SBU factions sent information to Russia about protester and regime 

tactics and failures291. Many Berkut personnel since 2014 have worked for the Russian 

security services, and were used against protesters in Moscow in 2019 (Bershidsky, 2019d). 

As well as information being sent from Kyiv to Moscow, Russian FSB agents were in 

central Kyiv offering support to Ukrainian security forces (Balachuk, 2018). It is unknown if 

the FSB has infiltrated other post-Soviet security forces, but the SBU were heavily 

penetrated. The FSB has constructed ties with politicians across the post-Soviet space, to 

entice politicians with monetary incentives to pass information to the FSB and act as pro-

Russian candidates during elections (Soldatov and Borogan, 2010: 213). 

There is evidence of learning between the security services in the case studies, 

although it is dominated by the FSB. Certainly, the Kremlin uses the FSB to infiltrate other 

regimes and use personnel from the security services of the other case studies for Russian 
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interests. This is particularly the case in Ukraine. Information is limited about the SIS in 

Moldova, but there is extensive collaboration between the FSB and the KDB providing 

evidence of cooperation and learning. 

6.4.4. Security Councils 

There is evidence that the Russian and Ukrainian Security Councils hold joint 

cooperation meetings (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2001a). Belarusian Security Council Head 

Henadz’ Nyavyhlas (2001-2008) increased cooperation between the KDB, FSB, interior and 

defence ministries to counter Western sponsored Colour Revolutions (Mazaeva, 2004). The 

Kremlin and the Belarusian regime signed a cooperation agreement for their Security 

Council’s to collaborate (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2008). Nyavyhlas’s 

successor, Leanid Mal’tsau (2009-2013), met his Russian counterpart Nikolai Patrushev 

twice in 2012 to discuss cooperation and experience sharing (BELTA, 2012a; 2012b). The 

Russian and Belarusian Security Council’s regularly meet to discuss national security issues 

and share practices (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2017). Russian Security 

Council head Igor’ Ivanov (2004-2007), met Ukrainian Parliamentary Chairman Moroz (2006-

2007) to discuss political cooperation in 2006 (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 

2006). In 2013, Patrushev visited Kyiv to discuss with Andriy Klyuyev (2012-2014) about joint 

Security Council cooperation (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2013b). There is 

evidence of cooperation between the security councils of Belarus, Russia and Ukraine. 

Information about the Moldovan Security Council is limited. Although under Dodon the 

Security Council has become more vocal, with Dodon (2017d) in 2017, stating that the 

government should not restrict integration with Russia. However, the available data in the 

other three case studies highlights that this institution is important for learning. 
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6.4.5. Governments 

Information about the collaboration of prime ministers is limited and it appears 

that the role of the prime minister in the four case studies is to deal with domestic issues, 

thereby limiting their role as an external actor. However, there is evidence of cooperation at 

the prime ministerial level, although admittedly limited. Russian Prime Minister Mikhail 

Fradkov (2004-2007) reportedly gave the Kremlin’s approval to Lukashenka to overturn the 

Belarusian constitution and remove presidential term-limits (Gryl’, 2004). On June 6, 2017, 

Moldovan Prime Minister Pavel Filip (2016-2019) visited Minsk and spoke with personnel in 

the Belarusian regime. Although most talk was about trade, Filip held secret meetings 

(Otkroi Novost’, 2017). 

Inter-governmental commissions are a good place to meet. There is one particularly 

important inter-governmental commission, the Ukrainian-Russian Intergovernmental 

Commission which often discusses political cooperation (Knyazhanskiy, 2006; Myanovskiy, 

2003: 2; Semenchenko, 2007; Zanuda, 2012). The commission has been used for closed 

meetings and during the Euromaidan, the commission offered economic support to Bankova 

(BBC Ukrainian Service, 2013; Bilousova, 2013). 

While, information is lacking about levels of cooperation between parliaments and 

political parties there is evidence highlighting that both structures offer avenues for 

collaboration. This is particularly so regarding political parties, where agreements between 

political parties provide dialogue and information sharing. Therefore political parties, and to 

a lesser extent parliaments, aid learning for the four case studies. 

Parliaments and political parties are important for learning. For example, the 

Russian Federation Council and Belarusian parliament meet regularly (Khilko, 2016). 

Deputies on the Committee of the State Duma for CIS Eurasian Integration and Relations 
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with Compatriots regularly meet with representatives from other parliaments292. In 2016, 

the Belarusian parliament created a committee on international affairs concentrating on the 

CIS states293. 

Within the four case studies, since 2005, United Russia had an agreement with 

Party of Regions (Liga.net, 2005) and the agreement was expanded in 2007, to allow for 

“coordinating our political positions, exchanging experience in the election campaign” 

(Liga.net, 2007). In 2010, the PDM signed a cooperation agreement with United Russia, 

providing consultations and visiting delegations. The PDM is supposedly a pro-European 

and, at the time, a governing party, yet it retained close ties with United Russia294. The 

PSRM President, Zinaida Greceanîi, met Prime Minister Medvedev to discuss cooperating 

with United Russia (Vlas, 2017b). An agreement was signed in June 2017 to improve inter-

parliamentary relations (A-TV.md, 2017; Bloknot-Moldova.md, 2017). Inter-party 

collaboration is one avenue for learning. 

6.4.6. Foreign and Internal Affairs Ministries 

The four defence ministries will not be investigated as the armed forces in three of 

the case studies have an underfunded military. Therefore, it is unlikely the military are used 

against protesters. For all the talk of funding and engagement in the Syrian and Ukrainian 

conflicts, the Russian army had its budget cut quietly in 2016 by 5% due to a weak economy 

(Galeotti, 2016). By contrast, RosGvardiya is better equipped than the Russian army (Luzin, 

2017). It is a similar scenario in Belarus, where the army was scaled down (Bohdan, 2017b; 
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2017d). While the Belarusian army has seen an increase in numbers recently (Wilson, 2018: 

11) the army remains hostage to regime whims and the need for the Belarusian authorities 

to continually adapt to ever-changing scenarios. Police numbers remain large with close to 

325,000 militsiya for a population of ten million, which excludes other “sprawling” law 

enforcement agencies (Charnysh, 2016). Similarly, the Moldovan army is underfinanced 

(Popşoi, 2017c), whereas the Fulger295, the elite interior ministry troops, are well equipped 

for a force of 500 (Minzarari, 2014). Yanukovych stripped the Ukrainian army of equipment, 

personnel and training facilities. His last two Defence Ministers Dmytro Salamatin and Pavlo 

Lebedev had ties to Russian military intelligence (Euromaidan Press, 2014). Yanukovych 

instead relied on interior ministry forces, like the Berkut (Jacobs, 2014). As interior and 

foreign ministries are better funded than defence ministries there is likely more 

collaboration between ministries, which points to learning. 

Russian Interior Minister Vladimir Rushailo (1999-2001) met his Ukrainian 

counterpart, Yuriy Kravchenko (1999-2001), to discuss coordinating law enforcement 

agencies, focusing on “exchange of operational information” (Novye Izvestiya, 2000: 2), an 

indirect reference to the sharing of best practices. In 2005, all Russian and Ukrainian Internal 

Affairs Generals met to discuss conducting “joint operations and investigations” (Falaleev, 

2005: 3), highlighting the use of training exercises to determine appropriate tactics for 

exercising control.  

Belarusian Interior Minister Anatol’ Kulyashou (2009-2012) worked for the Russian 

police in Moscow, before joining the Minsk police in 2008 (Tut.by, 2009), meaning that he 

had significant links to Russia and the Russian interior ministry. At the 43rd Council for 

Ministers of Internal Affairs (CMIA) at the CIS, Belarusian Interior Minister Ihar Shunevich 
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(2012-) stated that delegates should cooperate against “negative trends in various CIS 

countries” (Gladkaya, 2015) a reference to the Euromaidan and Colour Revolutions. Since 

March 2015, former Ukrainian interior minister Zakharchenko has worked for the Kremlin 

(Bayazitova, 2015), allowing the Kremlin to get direct experience from the failure of Bankova 

during the Euromaidan. Belarusian Interior Minister Deputy Mikalai Mel’chanka (2014-) 

spoke with Russian interior ministry personnel about the Euromaidan (Burmenko, 2014), 

although what was actually discussed is unknown. Similarly, Belarusian Foreign Minister 

Uladzimir Makiey (2012-) met CSTO foreign ministers in 2014 to discuss Ukraine (Kamneva, 

2014: 5). 

In 2006, Moldovan Deputy Foreign Minister Eugenia Kistruga (2006-2009) met her 

Russian counterpart Grigoriy Karasin (2005-) to finalise cooperation between the ministries 

(Point.md, 2006a). Moldovan foreign ministers have consistently balanced between the 

West and Russia. Andrei Galbur met American Assistant Secretary of State for European and 

Eurasian Affairs Victoria Nuland on the side lines of the Munich security conference to 

discuss Moldovan political developments (Deschide.md, 2016). In 2015 and 2016, Galbur 

met Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov to re-introduce political dialogue between the 

Moldovan and Russian regimes which had been restricted after the annexation of Crimea in 

2014 (AVA.md, 2016). Since the recall of Moldova’s ambassador to Russia, Andrei Neguţa 

(2017-), this limited dialogue has dissipated (Cojocari, 2017).  

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko (2000-2003) at a meeting on security 

with Russian foreign minister Igor’ Ivanov in 2003 went beyond diplomatic niceties 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2003a). Before becoming Foreign Minister again, Hryshchenko (2010-

2012), met Russian elites (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2008b) and nine days after being appointed 

he signed a cooperation agreement with the Russian foreign ministry (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 
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2010b; 2010c; 2010h), pointing to Hryshchenko conducting negotiations before becoming 

foreign minister. In 2013, foreign minister Leonid Kozhara (2012-2014) met Lavrov to discuss 

Russian-Ukrainian relations and Ukraine becoming a Customs Union member (Interfax-

Ukraine, 2013a; 2013b; UNIAN, 2013). 

At a meeting with Belarusian Foreign Minister Ural Latypau (1998-2000) Russian 

Foreign Minister Igor’ Ivanov stated that the Kremlin would support Belarus against Western 

pressure (Vedomosti, 2000), which is a reference to Russian bolstering for the Belarusian 

regime. This was evidently continual Russian policy as Lavrov offered Belarus support in 

international organisations (Pivovar, 2012a). As with Belarus, the Russian and Ukrainian 

foreign ministry colleges meet regularly, allowing information to be exchanged (Strokan, 

2003: 10; Kravchenko, V, 2003).  

Russian First Deputy Foreign Ministers like Vyacheslav Trubnikov (2000-2004), 

Valeriy Loshchinin (2002-2005) and Andrei Denisov (2006-2013) are Kuratory296 in the post-

Soviet region (Neglinina, 2004; Bai, 2006: 3) collecting information on other post-Soviet 

states. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoriy Karasin held secret meetings in Chișinău 

with all Moldovan political elites, but analysts believe he only met President Dodon in 

March, 2017 (Gamova, 2017: 1). 

Analysis of the foreign and interior ministries offers valuable information about 

networks. There is support given, primarily by the Kremlin, to other regimes, as well as 

venues to share information and training exercises conducted to ascertain which methods 

are suitable for a given situation. All available evidence points to significant levels of 

learning in the foreign and interior ministries of the four case studies. 
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6.4.7. Ambassadors 

Belarusian ambassador to Russia Vladimir Grigor’ev (1997-2006) regularly met 

Russian ministers to discuss the Colour Revolutions and how the Belarusian and Russian 

regimes could stop them (Gryl’, 2005a). His successor, Ihar Petryshenka (2012-) met Russian 

State Secretary Grigoriy Karasin, about political issues and coordinating foreign policy 

(Pivovar, 2012b; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 2012). Former Russian 

ambassador, Aleksandr Surikov (2006-2018), worked closely with the Belarusian presidential 

administration (Reshetnikova, 2006: 1; Tolkacheva, 2018). His successor Mikhail Babich 

(2018-2019), as well as being Ambassador, was special representative for trade, and Putin’s 

personal representative in Belarus. Having been a member of the Russian Security Council 

when the decision to annexe Crimea was made (TUT.by, 2018) his role was seen as keeping 

the Belarusian regime close to the Kremlin (UDF.by, 2018) although he failed. Ukrainian 

Ambassador Mykailo Yezhel (2013-2015) often met Belarusian regime personnel secretly 

(Kryat, 2014: 2; Mendeleev, 2010). Even when Ukraine had no ambassador to Belarus 

Ukrainian embassy officials met Belarusian interior ministry personnel to exchange views 

(Lavnekevich, 2017).  

Russian ambassador to Ukraine Ivan Aboimov (1999-2001) built a strong 

relationship with Ukrainian President Kuchma (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2001a). His successor, 

Viktor Chernomyrdin (2001-2009), reportedly recommended possible prime ministers 

(Rudenko, G, 2001: 2). Chernomyrdin’s appointment emphasises that the Kremlin saw the 

relationship with Ukraine as very important, as Chernomyrdin had been Russian Prime 

Minister and founder of Gazprom. Chernomyrdin was labelled by the Ukrainian opposition 
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as the real president (Sokolovskaya, 2001: 1). He told Kuchma to find a successor rather 

than seek an unconstitutional third term (Romanova, L, 2002: 2). 

Allegedly the Russian ambassador to Ukraine Mikhail Zurabov (2009-2016) had 

close business ties to Poroshenko (Argumenty Nedeli, 2014: 2) having known Poroshenko 

since Poroshenko was foreign minister (Dergachev et al (K and K). 2016). Zurabov was 

considered too loyal to Poroshenko by some in the Kremlin (Dergachev et al (M and R). 

2016). Zurabov lobbied Ukrainian elites for Poroshenko’s candidacy and for the Kremlin to 

accept it (Dergachev et al (K and K). 2016). He often held late night meetings with 

Poroshenko to discuss Ukrainian domestic affairs (LB.ua, 2014a).  

Belarusian ambassador to Moldova, Vasil’ Sakovich (1999-2009), often met 

parliamentarians to increase “inter-parliamentary cooperation” between Belarus and 

Moldova (Nezavisimaya Moldova, 2005: 5). Ukrainian ambassador to Moldova, Serhiy 

Pyrozhkov (2007-2014) was invited to the Moldovan Security Council to discuss the 

Euromaidan, and the failure of Bankova to deal with protesters (Tristan, 2014). By inviting 

Pyrozhkov, the government was getting in-depth information. 

Viktor Chernomyrdin orchestrated deals giving Russian state-owned companies – 

and by association the Kremlin – control of key Ukrainian assets (Izvestiya, 2004: 1) forcing 

the new Orange government to work with the Kremlin as it could not renege on the deals 

(Prokopchuk, 2004: 2). Ukrainian ambassador to Russia Mykola Byloblots’kyy (1999-2005) 

had close relationships with Kremlin personnel (Kipiani, 2002), while enhancing political and 

economic links between the Russian and Ukrainian regimes (Gamova, 2004; Andreev, 2005; 

Timoshenko, 2001: 9).  
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During the 2010 Belarusian protests, Russian ambassador Aleksandr Surikov (2006-

2018) supported the Belarusian authorities, stating that the government had to use 

repression (Gazeta.ru, 2010c). He was involved in policy in Belarus (Lavnekevich, 2012), 

offering support during the 2010 protests and stating that he “respected” Lukashenka for 

rolling back democracy after 1994 (EurAsia Daily, 2018). Surikov negotiated loans from the 

Eurasian Bank and Russia in 2013 and 2016 to support the Belarusian economy (Klasovskiy, 

2013; TUT.by, 2016c) emphasising that authoritarian regimes bolster one another.  

Ukrainian ambassador to Belarus, Viktor Tykhonov, stated that Ukraine should 

become more like Belarus as the Belarusian regime survived protests and was stable 

(Unian.info, 2011). Belarusian ambassador to Ukraine Valyantsin Velicheka (2011-2016) 

after the 2012 parliamentary elections praised Yanukovych for free elections, even though 

there was electoral malpractice (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012e). After 2014, Velicheko did not 

help Bankova locate Yanukovych allies who fled to Belarus (UDF.by, 2014).  

Chernomyrdin forged close ties with Bankova and opposition groups (Zerkalo 

Nedeli, 2009). Mikhail Zurabov, like Chernomyrdin, was a channel between Bankova, the 

Kremlin and the Ukrainian opposition (Kravchenko, V, 2010). Zurabov threatened that if 

Ukraine did not renew the Kharkiv Treaty – which was signed in 2010 – Russia would 

withdraw funding and Ukrainian debt would spiral (Podrobnosti.ua, 2010) and that if 

Ukraine signed the EU association agreement it would need to discuss red lines with the 

Kremlin (LB.ua, 2013). Zurabov worked with DNR and LNR representatives before being 

recalled to Moscow (Andripol’skaya and Dergachev, 2014; Kirillov, 2016).  

The pressure that Russian ambassadors put on Ukraine also occurs in Moldova. The 

Russian embassy in Moldova is large; as one interviewee argued Russia does not need such 
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a big embassy. However, a big diplomatic contingent allows the Kremlin to infringe on 

Moldovan statehood and support the Transnistrian government297. Ambassador Pavel 

Petrovskiy (1999-2003) stated that it was important Russia had a friendly Moldova and only 

Russia could find a solution to the Transnistrian conflict. His successor, Yuriy Zubakov (2003-

2007), reminded the Moldovan authorities that Russia was Moldova’s main creditor and 

that thousands of Moldovans were guest workers in Russia (Amambaeva, 2004: 16) implying 

that Moldova should remain close to Russia.  

The Russian ambassador, Valeriy Kuzmin (2007-2012) was thanked by President 

Voronin for support during the 2009 protests (Gazeta.ru, 2009) and Kuzmin has continued 

to support politicians who could become pro-Russian candidates at elections, like Dodon 

(Nezavisimaya Moldova, 2011b: 4). In 2011, Kuzmin stated that if Moldova joined the EAEU 

gas prices for Moldova would be reduced (Nezavisimaya Moldova, 2011a: 1).  

Russian ambassador Farit Mukhametshin (2012-) has continued to influence 

Moldova. As Moldova negotiated the EU association agreement, Mukhametshin stated that 

further EU integration would lead to difficulties in trade with Russia. As Moldovan trade 

with Russia was significant, the Moldovan government should, according to Mukhametshin, 

be aware of the possible economic harm (Logos-Press, 2014). Mukhametshin indicated that 

most Moldovans wanted Russian integration and the government should accept this (Logos-

Press, 2015; Moldavskie Vedomosti, 2016b: 4). Mukhametshin argued that the EU 

association agreement would not make Moldova richer and that the EAEU was a better 

option for the Moldovan economy (Demidetskiy, 2017: 2).  
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Mukhametshin forged close ties with political elites in Gagauzia (Moldavskie 

Vedomosti, 2016a: 9). Inter-governmental cooperation occurs between the Kremlin and the 

government of Transnistria and there is a special Russian representative and ambassador at 

large in Tiraspol. Russian influence in Gagauzia and Transnistria means Moldova can never 

fully integrate with the EU (Shimanovskaya, 2017: 10).  

On June 28, 2017, the Russian, Belarusian and Kazakh embassies arranged a 

conference in the Radisson Blu Leogrand Hotel in Chișinău. President Dodon, former 

presidents, prime ministers and leaders of pro-Russian political parties attended, where 

Moldovan representatives met with CIS employees to discuss Moldova’s integration in post-

Soviet regional organisations (Materik.ru, 2017). In August 2017, President Dodon and 

Mukhametshin met to discuss Moldovan domestic issues and how to improve cooperation 

(Gazeta.ru, 2017a). 

Ambassador networks are extensive, working with both incumbent regimes and the 

opposition. As ambassadors can forge strong ties they work extensively with regime 

personnel and impart knowledge and provide support. While Russian ambassadors have 

been the most effective at this, the other three case studies do cooperate. Therefore 

ambassadors provide opportunities for learning and offer support, thereby strengthening 

authoritarian regimes. 

6.4.8. Business 

Through trade and investment, business elites links states together, helping 

regimes keep control. While this may not induce authoritarianism, it maintains the current 

system, so business elites are important for authoritarian networks. Russian businessman 

and former KGB resident in London, Aleksandr Lebedev, had extensive business links in 

Ukraine, giving him a say in Ukrainian politics (Bondarenko, 2005). The Ukrainian gas 
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apparatchiks were considered more pro-Russian than others in the Yanukovych regime, and 

would regularly conduct their own policy with the Kremlin (Fris, 2011). The group’s leaders 

Firtash, L’ovochkin, Khoroshkovs’kyy and Yuriy Boyko were labelled by former Party of 

Regions deputy, Taras Chornovil, the “Moscow quartet” (Kondratov, 2010). With their 

business interests largely in Russia, they advocated for closer Ukrainian integration with 

Russia298. Boyko – who is now the former leader of the political party, the Opposition Bloc – 

ignored the ban of flying directly from Ukraine to Russia to visit the St. Petersburg economic 

forum, where he met Russian representatives to re-start trade between Russia and Ukraine 

(Gayevskiy, 2018). Firtash and L’ovochkin through ownership of RosUkrEnergo have close 

ties to the Kremlin as RosUkrEnergo is a joint Russian and Ukrainian partnership 

(Leshchenko, S, 2016). Poroshenko has close links to Konstyantyn Hryhoryshyn who made 

his fortune in Russia and has questionable links to the Kremlin (Sukhov, 2016c). Poroshenko, 

Tymoshenko and Akhmetov allegedly have links with Russian mobster Semion Mogilevich 

(Sukhov, 2017d). Poroshenko had two factories in Lipetsk, Russia, and it was not until 2017 – 

when the Russian tax authorities seized the factory in lieu of tax payments – that 

Poroshenko closed the factory. Even as late as 2015, Roshen was considering building a third 

factory in Lipetsk (Skibitska and Popenko, 2018). After 25 years of integration and with elites 

on the whole retaining power – although their influence fluctuates – it is understandable 

that there are many close links between Russian and Ukrainian elites299. 

Plahotniuc has business interests in Russia and Ukraine (Całus, 2016b). Since the 

1990s he has been involved in exporting wine to Russia (Całus, 2016b), but like Poroshenko, 

he has fallen foul of the Kremlin for not supporting Russian policy leading to his prosecution 
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for the murder of two people in London (Baisul, 2017). Never mind that the British 

authorities have not named Plahotniuc as a suspect, a court in Moscow’s Basmaniy district 

accused Plahotniuc of the two murders. However, even with the court order Plahotniuc 

retains business interests in Russia. During the banking scandal, head of the anti-corruption 

centre, Viorel Chetraru, refused to investigate links between Plahotniuc and the Russian 

mafia (Campeanu, 2013). However, links between oligarch Vlad Filat and the Russian mafia 

(Kontsyu, 2010: 1) were investigated.  A final Moldovan politician, Renato Usatîi, made his 

fortune in Russia through ownership of VPT-NN, which supplies track to Russian railways 

linking Usatîi to the Russian political elite (Nuttall, 2017). As with Plahotniuc and FIlat, Usatîi 

has links to the Russian mafia (Timpul.md, 2013). In 2018, a Moldovan court brought a case 

against Usatîi because of links to an organised Russian-Moldovan criminal money-making 

scheme (Cheban, 2018).  

Russian oligarch Petr Aven as head of Al’fa-Bank has investments in Belarusian 

banks and Al’fa-Bank Ukraine is a subsidiary of the parent Russian bank (Timtchenko, 2017). 

Al’fa-Bank has a stake in Ukrainian telecommunications firm Altimo (Mikhailenko, 2018). 

Russian oligarchs Denis Novozhenov, Roman Abramovich, Aleksandr Abramov and 

Aleksandr Frolov bought shares in Privat group, which included PrivatBank, thereby having 

an interest in one of Ukraine’s biggest companies and at the very least a business 

relationship with Privat’s owner, Kolomois’kyy (Delo.ua, 2016). Mikhail Gutsierev who has 

links to Kolomois’kyy – having bought Moskomprivatbank – also bought Sberbank’s 

Ukrainian subsidiary with fellow Russian oligarch Grigoriy Guselnikov (Rucompromat.ru, 

2017), increasing Russian interests in the Ukrainian banking sector. Mikhail Fridman who 

part owns Al’fa-Bank controls mobile communication company Kyivstar (Kotov and 

Glazkova, 2015). Andrei Melnichenko as the owner of EuroChem controls 60% of the 
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Ukrainian market for fertiliser, so Ukraine relies heavily on the company to fertilise crops 

(Kupfer, 2018). With the Donbas conflict links between Russian and Ukrainian business 

remain murky300. 

Russian and Belarusian economies are highly interlinked, with investment flowing 

into Belarus from Russia since the Soviet collapse (Sekhovich, 2010). Viktor Veselberg owns 

a controlling stake in Belarusian Cosmos-TV. Leonid Mikhelson controls the large Belarusian 

Molodechno tube rolling factory. Gennadiy Timchenko controls the Belarusian oil and gas 

company, Yangpur and Vagit Alekperov – the owner of Lukoil – has many investments in 

Belarus (Vernigorodskiy, 2014). Other investments involve Mikhail Fridman’s ownership of 

the Mozyr oil refinery, and Aleksei Mordashev’s control of steel company ServerstalBel. 

German Khan controls many Belarusian retail and telecommunications companies, and 

Roman Abramovich has a 50% stake in Belarusian pharmaceutical company, Biocad 

(Adashkevich, 2016).   

There is only limited direct investment in Moldova from Russian sources301. 

However, Moldova relies almost exclusively on Russian gas pumped through Transnistria. 

Russian state-owned company Gazprom owns 50% of Moldovagaz (Shagina, 2018). Moldova 

is heavily reliant on Russian oil and gas to keep the lights on and the economy functioning 

which puts pressure Moldovan regimes to accommodate demands from the Kremlin and 

leave Russia’s orbit. Transnistria uses even more gas than Moldova, and as Moldova has de 

jure control over Transnistria it is liable to pay Transnitria’s debt, as well as its own 

(Najarian, 2017; Vlas, 2017a). This gives Russia leverage over Moldova, and Gazprom’s court 
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case against Moldova for unpaid debts (Newsbase, 2017), and the Kremlin’s refusal to split 

Moldovan and Transnsitrain debt increases Russian influence in Moldova (Vlas, 2017a) 

Belarus has a number of oligarchs and business people, but investment – 

particularly from the older generation – is internal. However, there are exceptions. Leanid 

Volk invested in a Siberian gold mine; Syarhei Bruker ran Mykobank with branches in the 

Russia’s Kaliningrad oblast; Ihar Pinkevicha owned bakeries around Moscow; and Valieryi 

Shumski invested in Russia (Bel.biz, 2012). The younger generation has its interests in IT and 

communications investing mostly in the West. However, there is some investment in Russia, 

as Alyaksei Istomin’s company is based in Moscow and Natallya Kulichenko sells equipment 

in Russia (ProBiznes.io, 2017). Investment by Belarusians in the other three cases is 

negligible, but business interests in the four cases maintain the current system, helping 

incumbent governments keep power. 

6.5. Russian Influence in Moldova and Ukraine 

While Russian leverage in Belarus is acute, Belarus is an established authoritarian 

regime whereas Moldova and Ukraine are not, so analysing Russian links in Moldova and 

Ukraine will explain why Moldova and Ukraine have not democratised. The Kremlin 

maintains interests in Moldova and Ukraine through political elite factions and pseudo-

independent entities. Both Moldova and Ukraine show how Russia exerts leverage which is 

one reason both have not escaped the post-Soviet authoritarian trap. 

6.5.1. Russian Linkage in Moldova 

Moldovan elites often go to Russia for approval of a decision, like former President 

Petru Lucinschi, who while on holiday in 2000, flew via Moscow to discuss with Putin 

Russian support for Lucinschi proposed referendum to increase power (Chubchenko, 2000: 

3; Tarasov, 2000: 4). This example emphasises the importance of Kremlin backing for 
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Moldovan politicians. Transnistira which is Moldova’s richest region and is Moldova de facto 

independent and financially supported by the Kremlin, destabilises Moldova, keeping it 

away from NATO and the EU as these organisations do not want members that do not 

control their territory302. Certainly, with Transnistria as a part of Moldova formally, but 

outside it in reality, the political uncertainty makes integration with the EU difficult – 

meaning that Russia becomes the only alternative by default (Orenstein and Mizsei, 2014). 

Some Moldovan and Ukrainian elites maintained the status-quo between Moldova and 

Transnsitria because they made money by smuggling (Popescu, 2011: 40). Plahotniuc and 

Poroshenko were involved in a number of alleged smuggling initiatives in Transnistria, with 

some of their business interests also investing in Transnistria (Kvitka, 20190. Both Plahotniuc 

and Poroshenko were willing to maintain the status-quo on Transnistria. Transnistria’s 

existence increases Kremlin leverage over Moldova and to a lesser extent Ukraine. A 

solution cannot happen without Russia, and the Kremlin is satisfied with the status-quo 

(Popşoi, 2016e).  

Gagauzia is another important territory for destabilisation for the Kremlin to use to 

control Moldova. The Gagauz opposed the Soviet breakup and Moldovan independence. A 

1994 agreement stopped a small conflict (Horowitz, 2005: 118) giving the Gagauz autonomy 

and cultural protection. Areas of 50% or more Gagauz can hold an autonomy referendum 

(Protsyk, 2010). The Kremlin has used Gagauz autonomy to influence Moldova, by financing 

Gagauz politicians. During the 2016 Başkan303 elections, the Kremlin supported Irina Vlah as 
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members of the Russian parliament travelled to Comrat304, praising Vlah and criticising the 

Moldovan government (Severin and Wagner, 2015; Schwartz and Calugareanu, 2015).  

Most Gagauz watch Russian media and are susceptible to Russian messages. During 

elections to the Gagauz parliament, Gagauz voters elect pro-Russian and nationalist Gagauz 

politicians. In a 2014 referendum – which the Moldovan authorities saw as illegal – 98.4% of 

the Gagauz populace wanted closer ties with Russia (Całus, 2014a). After the referendum, 

the Gagauz government travelled to Moscow to meet Putin and Medvedev (Całus, 2014c). 

As Gagauzians do not vote for pro-European parties, the current government ignores them 

(Popşoi, 2016c). Gagauz politicians remain pro-Russian and support Russian initiatives305.  

With attention focused on Eastern Ukraine, the region around Odessa and 

Bessarabia became a possible venue for further destabilisation in 2014. The Kremlin played 

on pro-Russian sentiments among Gagauz, Bulgarians, Moldovans, Albanians and Russians 

(Sibirtsev, 2014; Yaroshenko, 2015). Gagauz representatives met a group of Russians in 

Odessa to discuss protests in Gagauzia306. Kremlin influence in Gagauzia and Transnistria are 

ways the Kremlin maintains leverage in Moldova.  

 Some Moldovan politicians have a close affinity with Moscow, like President 

Dodon307, although his rhetoric has been mitigated by inaction on actual integration (Całus, 

2016a). Under Dodon Moldova became an observer at the EAEU and Dodon wants to stop 

further Moldovan integration with the EU (Falyakov, 2017; Gordonua.com, 2017a). 
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Constitutionally power resides in parliament, so Dodon does not have the power to change 

Moldova’s course308.  

Neguţa is close to Dodon and the Kremlin and is ambassador to Russia, although in 

2017 he was recalled due to growing tension in relations between Plahotniuc and the 

Kremlin. Now Neguţa advises Dodon on foreign affairs, and in 2015 when ambassador to 

Russia Neguţa, spoke about keeping Russia close (Ursu, 2015) while getting the EU to pay for 

Moldovan development. While Moldovan ambassador to Russia, Neguţa spoke to the 

newspaper Novye Izvestiya (Ivanov, Mi, 2015: 1) about the failure of the EU path for 

Moldova and the need for integration with Russia. As Moldova is a parliamentary republic 

with a nominally pro-European government, this overstepped Neguţa’s role as ambassador 

and showed that Neguţa was conducting an independent foreign policy.  

Voronin was elected in 2001 on a pro-Russian platform. After the Kozak 

Memorandum, his rhetoric on allying with Russia dissipated309. Voronin allied with Russian 

KPRF leader Zyuganov310 and received Kremlin funding to help the PCRM win elections311. 

Through Zyuganov, Voronin had close links with the Russian political elite.  

There are rumours the Kremlin financially supports Moldovan politicians, but 

financial dealings are well hidden312. In 2014, the political party Patria was banned for links 
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to Russian extremist groups (Popşoi, 2014). Patria’s leader, Usatîi, has business links with 

the Kremlin (Nuttall, 2017) and Usatîi’s meteoric rise in Moldovan politics as mayor of 

Moldova’s second city Bălți increases those allegations (Gente, 2015). Like Dodon, Usatîi is 

well financed, although it is uncertain where the money comes from (Ciurea, 2016).  

Plahotniuc has business interests in Russia and Ukraine (Całus, 2016b) and would 

be unwilling to lose control over these assets and networks, so during his control of 

Moldovan state structures until 2019 he attempted to balance between the West and 

Russia. Plahotniuc owns the right to broadcast Russian state television, pointing to the 

certainty that to get broadcasting rights over Russian television he signed a deal with the 

Kremlin313. However, relations visibly deteriorated as the Kremlin considered Plahotniuc too 

independent for its requirements, whereas Dodon was a more pliable candidate (Solov’ev, 

2019). There are links between Moldovan and Russian political elites, allowing the Kremlin 

to maintain its influence and support pro-Kremlin politicians. 

Laundromat is another example of Moldovan-Russian linkage. Laundromat was a 

money laundering scheme where Company A loaned money to company B who would have 

the loans guaranteed by other companies. Company B would then default and a judge 

would authenticate the debt. Company A would then transfer money into a bank account 

and the money moved on to an EU bank where it would disappear (Harding, 2017). The 

main protagonists were based in Russia and Moldova and it is likely some money came from 

the Russian treasury via Russian businessmen who had state contracts (Organized Crime and 

Corruption Reporting Project, 2017c). Russian registered companies took money out and 

used Moldovan courts to force other Russian companies to pay the debt. The money was 

deposited in Moldindcombank thereby causing liquidity flooding and $8 billion was 
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withdrawn without notice. This and another $5 billion were deposited in a Latvian bank, 

disappearing “into accounts of ghost companies,” and ending up in tax havens across the 

world (Rise.md, 2017). 

Three of the businessmen involved in the scheme: Aleksei Kripivin, Georgiy Gens 

and Sergei Girdin all have links to the Kremlin (Anin, 2017b). However, the main protagonist 

was Moldovan businessman and politician, Veaceslav Platon. He and American-Moldovan 

Emmanuil Grinshpun were previously implicated in defrauding Moldovan banks of $1 billion 

during the theft of the century banking scandal (Radu et al. 2016). The Moldovan 

government during Laundromat was headed by Filat. Questions arose to Filat’s relationship 

with the Russian mafia (Kontsyu, 2010: 1) which made laundromat easier to achieve, but it is 

likely Filat was a scapegoat314.  

Laundromat could only have been possible with political acquiescence (Jurnal.md, 

2016g). It is inconceivable Moldovan political elites were unaware of the fraud315. It is highly 

likely Plahotniuc, President Nicolae Timofti and President of the Constitutional Court, 

Alexandru Tănase, were involved (Jurnal.md, 2017b). There are Russian links with the 

Moldovan investigation showing that most of the Russian banks involved were directly or 

partly owned by Igor’ Putin, Putin’s cousin (Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting 

Project, 2017b). The FSB was heavily linked to the scandal (Galyatkin et al. 2017: 2-5), which 

is probably why the Kremlin has hampered Moldovan investigations into getting at least 

some money back (Tamkin, 2017; Galyatkin et al. 2017: 2-5). Laundromat highlights linkages 

between Russian and Moldovan business and political elites. 
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In 2017, the Plahontiuc regime stopped Moldovan politicians visiting Russia and 

holding meetings with Kremlin personnel. However, the new ACUM and PSRM government 

have lifted the ban on politicians going to Russia. Another lifted prohibition was Russian 

television broadcasting in Moldova (Alekseeva, D, 2019). Contacts between Moldovan and 

Russian political elites are extensive, with the Kremlin supporting pro-Kremlin Moldovan 

politicians and keeping Moldova in Russia’s sphere of interest. These networks increase the 

potential for learning. 

6.5.2. Russian Linkage in Ukraine 

There are numerous instances of Ukrainian political and business elites like Firtash, 

L’ovochkin, Khoroshkovs’kyy, Boyko and Medvedchuk retaining close links with the 

Kremlin316. Under Yanukovych, as one interviewee remarked, “all eyes were on Russia317.” 

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine is good for understanding relationships between 

some Ukrainian elites and Russia. Ukraine has not severed diplomatic ties with Russia even 

after five years of conflict, raising questions of the closeness of ties among both regimes 

(Evropeiskaya Pravda, 2018b), although Ukraine still relies on Russian gas and markets, 

forcing it to maintain links to the Kremlin. After 25 years relations between Russian and 

Ukrainian elites are close and so reducing these links has proved difficult, although the 

people trying to restrict links are those that have them318.   

Akhmetov quickly offered to mediate between the DPR, Moscow and Kyiv 

(Ostryzniuk, 2014). He wants a decentralised Ukraine, allowing him leeway in the Donbas. As 

Andrew Wilson (2014c: 130) argued, Akhmetov does not want a truly independent Donbas 
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or one subservient to Russia as Kyiv’s subsidies are important. An autonomous region would 

benefit Akhmetov’s interests, so he supported some DPR militias (Wilson, 2014c: 134). As 

Akhmetov has many business interests in Russia and Ukraine he did not want to only 

support one side (Toal, 2017: 255). He allegedly spoke with Kremlin representatives, about 

the composition of the DPR leadership (Meduza.io, 2016; Apostrophe.ua, 2015).  

While DPR head, Denis Pushilin, has publically spoken against Akhmetov and in 

2017 assets of Akhmetov’s companies in the Donbas were seized (Radio Free Europe/Radio 

Liberty, 2017) Pushilin worked for a Donetsk company associated with Akhmetov, so there is 

likely a working relationship (TSN.ua, 2014). Although this connection may be breaking 

down there are strong links between Akhmetov and the Donbas (Sukhov and Krasnikov, 

2017) with the region still being his power base.  

Like Akhmetov, Oleksandr Yefremov, former governor of Luhansk was accused of 

cooperating with the Kremlin. After visiting Moscow in 2014, he called for a referendum on 

Luhansk’s status (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014a), and has financed rebel groups (LB.ua, 2015). 

Politician Andriy Artemenko devised a peace plan apparently with Russian backing (Twohey 

and Shane, 2017). Allegedly Artemenko had Kompromat on Poroshenko which the Kremlin 

wanted (LB.ua, 2017d). Artemenko claimed he spoke with Kremlin personnel about the 

peace plan (Kravets and Romanenko, 2017). The Radical Party to which Artemenko 

belonged, quickly disassociated itself from him (LB.ua, 2017b), but there are questions 

about who its leader Lyashko met in Moscow in 2014 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014l).  

L’ovochkin, former Opposition Bloc leader Boyko and Medvedchuk (LB.ua, 2017c) 

were linked to the Artemenko peace plan. The Opposition Bloc was founded after 

Yanukovych fled and Party of Regions became politically toxic. However, during the 2019 

presidential and parliamentary elections Medvedchuk and Akhmetov appeared – with 
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Kremlin support to promote Vadim Rabinovich as a less obvious pro-Russian candidate. 

Rabinovich’s For Life party was endorsed and members of the Opposition Bloc were 

incentivised to join (Miselyuk, 2018; Kravets, 2018a; 2018b). The expulsion of Boyko and 

L’ovochkin from the Opposition Bloc in late 2018 appeared to be a power play between two 

factions in the party for control (Milanova, 2018). Most former Party of Regions members 

joined other parties, like the Bloc Petro Poroshenko (BPP) (Ukrayins’ka Pravda, 2016). The 

Opposition Bloc is pro-Russian, so a pro-Russian voice remains in Ukrainian politics 

(Olszański, 2014), and after the 2019 parliamentary elections the Opposition Bloc – For Life! 

Party came second, meaning that there is a strong pro-Russian voice in parliament (Talant, 

2019). If a solution to the Donbas conflict is found – likely involving a set number of seats for 

Donbas – the pro-Russian factions in Ukrainian politics will be even stronger.  

Medvedchuk is a close Putin ally, and Medvedchuk prepared for the 2015 

presidential elections – which never came due to the Euromaidan – by helping pro-Russian 

parties and candidates (Chevordov, 2012). Medvedchuk ran conferences on Ukraine’s 

civilisational choice which Putin attended in 2013, highlighting which vector Medvedchuk 

hoped to push Ukraine (LB.ua, 2013). Even after Crimea’s annexation by Russia, 

Medvedchuk owned property there (TSN.ua, 2016a). Medvedchuk has been labelled the 

“governor of the Kremlin in Kiev” and is the only Ukrainian politician Putin trusts (Kanygin, 

2018). Currently, Medvedchuk is involved in the humanitarian sub-group of the Minsk 

contact group negotiating for the DPR and LPR (LB.ua, 2014b; LB.ua, 2017e; 2017f) and in 

direct contact with Putin (LB.ua, 2017d).  

The current crisis has stopped direct flights between Kyiv and Moscow, but 

Medvedchuk flew directly to Moscow on three occasions in 2016 (LB.ua, 2016). In 2018 it 

was found that Medvedchuk had flown 21 times to Russia with Opposition Bloc politician 
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and ally, Taras Kozak, pointing to negotiations with the Kremlin about the 2019 

parliamentary and presidential elections as Kozak is not involved in negotiations over the 

conflict (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2018a). Medvedchuk is not the only person directly flying to 

Moscow, other officials and law enforcement personnel have done so (LB.ua, 2017a). 

There is conclusive evidence of links between Russian and Ukrainian politicians and 

businessmen and these links have existed since 1991319. The Opposition Bloc has business 

interests in Russia320, so they want to talk with the Kremlin to maintain political interests. 

Medvedchuk is the clearest example of collaboration, and as one interviewee stated: 

“Medvedchuk is clearly a Russian agent321.” While Medvedchuk is a Putin ally he is useful for 

Poroshenko, and now Zelens’kyy, to keep channels open to the Kremlin322. In the last four 

months of 2018, Medvedchuk held regular meetings with representatives of the Ukrainian 

presidential administration, pointing not only to Medvedchuk’s growing importance in 

politics but also possibly to an agreement to draw Ukraine closer to Russia (Ukrainskaya 

Pravda, 2018b). When Poroshenko took power, Putin remarked he knew all the people who 

had got elected323. Poroshenko as a stable figure and founder of Party of Regions was 

unlikely to alarm the Kremlin324.  
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Russia remains an attractive model to the Ukrainian political elite as it is a 

consolidated regime with little turnover in power325. Links may be hidden, but Ukrainian 

political and business elites maintain contact with Russian counterparts. EU integration 

would lead to power loss, but the Kremlin would never demand changes. Bankova will not 

publically make overtures to the Kremlin, however, it happens in private326. 

Poroshenko has links to the Kremlin with close links to businessman Hryhoryshin 

(Sukhov, 2016c), and until 2017, Poroshenko’s chocolate company Roshen had factories in 

Russia and the company paid taxes to the Russian budget. While the Roshen factory closed 

down, Poroshenko allegedly, owns a starch factory and grain company in Lipetsk (Sukhov, 

2018i; TSN.ua, 2018).  

Vladislav Surkov was one of the principal Russian Kuratory along with Oleg 

Belaventsev in Ukraine, and Surkov was in Crimea on February 14, 2014, a month before 

Crimea was annexed (Wilson, 2014c: 22). While it is unknown what the division of labour 

was, Surkov was a presidential aide on South Ossetia and Abkhazia, and so he should not 

have been in Ukraine. Once Yanukovych fled the scene, Surkov was in Crimea finalising a list 

of politicians to be appointed should Crimea secede from Ukraine.  

After Crimea was annexed, Surkov became Kurator to the DPR and LPR (Socor, 

2016b) appointing ministers in both entities (The Insider, 2016a; 2016b). Both he and close 

Putin ally Gryzlov became Russia’s representatives to the Minsk Accords327 (Socor, 2016c; 

2016d). During negotiations, Surkov bargained on behalf of the DPR and LPR forcing them to 
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sign whatever he agreed (International Crisis Group, 2014: 8-9). Surkov also compiled 

information on Ukrainian politicians and businessmen, who he could blackmail or co-opt, 

with leaked emails pointing to thirty potential contacts (Grytsenko and Sukhov, 2016b).  

Another person close to the Kremlin is Sergei Glazyev who supported Russia’s 

annexation of south-east Ukraine. A published document by investigative newspaper 

Novaya Gazeta was purportedly a memo from Orthodox oligarch Malofeyev. Although 

plausibly a draft it spelt out the scenario the Kremlin has so far followed in the Donbas 

conflict (Lipskiy, 2015: 7-9). Malofeyev denied its authenticity, but he has financially 

supported the DPR and LPR (Keating, 2015; MacFarquhar, 2015). The DPR and LPR entities 

supported by the Kremlin limit the chances of Ukraine joining Western institutions (Pifer, 

2017). While the EU has become Ukraine’s biggest trading partner (Pifer, 2018) the conflict 

in Donbas is likely to continue to sap the strength of Ukrainian governments, thereby 

making reforms harder to achieve. This in turn will precipitate increasing public 

dissatisfaction at the slow pace of European integration (Liik and Wilson, 2014). It is likely 

this will force Bankova to begin dialogue with the Kremlin, and as mentioned the Kremlin is 

less likely to demand that the Ukrainian government reform, resulting in Bankova eventually 

wanting closer ties with the Kremlin328. 

6.6. Conclusion 

The chapter analysed external networks of learning assessing post-Soviet regional 

organisations, which provide opportunities for secret meetings and training exercises to find 

best practices. One area of interest was the dialogue and actions in the organisations on 

countering protests. Organisations allow regimes to share best practices and there is much 

economic cooperation, helping regimes maintain power and alleviating external pressure. 
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With political elite interactions, there is dialogue on political cooperation and sharing of best 

practices. Chapter six set out to answer proposition two that ‘authoritarian learning has a 

flattened hierarchy and network, with authoritarian regimes learning from one another, 

rather than a hegemon dispensing lessons or an authoritarian gravity centre.’ While, Russia 

is the regional hegemon in the post-Soviet space and is the most powerful state in the 

region, it appears Russia does not dominate learning, but rather the other case studies 

propose lessons that the Kremlin draws from. Therefore, external networks are flatter than 

hierarchical. 
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Chapter Seven: 

The Internal Networks of Authoritarian Learning  

“The President lives here, but the man who gives orders lives across the 

street329.” 

Maximato period330 joke. 

7.1. Introduction 

Having addressed external networks, this chapter analyses internal networks in the 

four case studies. As argued networks allow regimes to share information and copy best 

practices. This occurs in both external and internal networks, but within internal networks 

authoritarian regimes can place allies in control of state structures to ensure regime control. 

For example, Putin retains an inner circle of allies, like Arkadiy and Boris Rotenberg, Igor’ 

Sechin, Sergei Chemezov, Yuriy Kovalchuk and Gennadiy Timchenko (Galeotti, 2018a: 11), 

and while they have lost some power they remain strong (Stanovaya, 2017d). Most Russian 

state assets are owned by Putin allies, like Gazprom, Transneft, Russian railways and Rostec 

(Al’bats and Ermolin, 2011: 4-13; Hill and Gaddy, 2015: 224-228; Aris, 2016). Similarly, Yuriy 

Kovalchuk who controls Bank Rossiya also controls the National Media Groups which owns 

most television stations (Taylor, 2018: 121). Many of Putin’s friends from his KGB and St. 

Petersburg days control the economy and state institutions, thereby having a stake in 

regime survival (Kaz’mina and Eremenko, 2018; Yaffa, 2017). While there are factional 
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 Svolik, 2012: 19.  
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 In the Maximato period (1928-1934) Plutarco Elías Calle was the most powerful man in Mexico, known as el 

Jefe Máximo (the maximum leader). Having served two consecutive presidential terms he was constitutionally 
barred from being president again and his chosen successor was assassinated, so Calle governed behind-the-
scenes with placemen as president, but Calle eventually lost control. 
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disputes, Putin is arbiter and so long as loyalty to him continues conflicts are allowed to 

continue331. 

Similarly, Poroshenko has been a significant player in Ukrainian internal networks, 

as a minister under Kuchma, Yushchenko and Yanukovych, before becoming president in 

2014. Poroshenko led the Party of Labour until it merged, in 2000, with Party of Regions, 

pointing to a close association with Yanukovych and the main funder of Party of Regions, 

Rinat Akhmetov (Liga.net, 2017; Liga.net, 2012; Shuklinov, 2014). Links between Akhmetov 

and Poroshenko persist332. Another person with significant links to Poroshenko is 

Medvedchuk, who while head of Kuchma’s presidential administration, created the political 

party, Solidarity, which Poroshenko led (Wilson, 2005b: 139). Solidarity acted as a centrist 

party to split the opposition vote. Therefore, Poroshenko and Medvedchuk collaborated 

together (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2000), which continues today. Regular meetings between 

Poroshenko and Medvedchuk 2018 point to an agreement being negotiated (Ukrainskaya 

Pravda, 2018b), although it is unknown what that entails. Russia remains Ukraine’s main oil 

and gas supplier, with many resources coming through a company owned by Medvedchuk 

(Gerus, 2018). The meetings may have been about this, but there are pointers to more than 

this (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2018b) and either way Medvedchuk’s business dealings with 

Russia have not been threatened by Poroshenko, pointing to a close relationship.  

To provide conclusive evidence to proposition three that ‘internal networks are 

useful for learning and for preserving authoritarian regimes’ I investigate the internal 

networks of presidential administrations, security services and business and political elites. 
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 Interview with Nikolay Petrov – Professor at the National Research University Higher School of Economics 
(HSE), Moscow, 01/11/2016, Moscow. 

332
 Interview with a specialist on Ukraine who requested anonymity for this part of the interview.  
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For instance, the Russian presidential administration deals largely with domestic issues, so it 

is important for internal authoritarian learning. The security services and Security Councils 

have regular meetings, which precipitate learning within each regime. Business elites are 

often involved in politics and are averse to reforms that might threaten their interests.  

7.2. Presidential Administrations 

The Belarusian presidential administration is part of the presidency, although it is 

far more important than other state structures333, and its activities are mysterious (Baraban, 

2015). The presidential administration constantly develops ways to maintain Lukashenka’s 

power334. The IAC of the presidential administration allows the regime to gauge the public’s 

reaction to policies, contributing “to…stable and efficient development…through…analysis 

of various spheres…and the development of proposals for their improvement335.” The IAC 

tries to locate political, socio-economic and cultural issues that could precipitate protest 

(Naviny.by, 2017). During the 2015 presidential elections, there were discrepancies between 

the IAC’s prediction (76%) of Lukashenka’s support and the Nezavisimyi Institut Sotsial’no-

Ekonomicheskikh i Politicheskikh Issledovaniy (45.7%), raising questions whether a state-run 

institution can predict future issues (Ivanov, P, 2015).  

The presidential administration concentrates on making sure the power vertikal’ is 

effective and that regional leaders get Lukashenka re-elected. Presidential Administration 

Head Nyavyhlas (2006-2008) arranged confidential seminars with representatives from 

Belarus’s six regions to discuss regional issues, ensuring the power vertikal’ was effective 
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 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 29/01/2018.  
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 Interview with Andrej Kazakevič – Director of the Institute “Political Sphere,” 26/08/2016, Skype. 

335
 This information can be found here: http://iac.gov.by/ on the IAC website (in Russian).  

http://iac.gov.by/
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(Lazyuk, 2007; Gritsanov, 2007). His successor, Natallya Kochanava (2016-), created 

response loops between the people and local government to feed back to the regime 

(Pechenko, 2017; Lebedko, 2017; Ivanov, K, 2017). The pro-regime movement, Belaya Rus’, 

is a conduit between the public and the regime (Malashkevich, 2018). This strengthening of 

the power vertikal’ is a direct lesson from the 2017 protests.  

The Russian presidential administration is concerned with domestic issues ensuring 

the president’s policies are implemented. It is the “command centre from which the Kremlin 

manages politics at all levels” (Ananyev, 2018: 33). The presidential administration has a 

domestic policy unit, with Kuratory working with pro-regime politicians and parties to make 

sure that they win elections. Different practices are used in different elections to ascertain 

which tactics work effectively and can be used in future elections (Bocharova and 

Mukhametshina, 2018). The head of the domestic unit, Andrei Yarin, builds new political 

parties that could become a new party-of power, as United Russia becomes increasingly 

unpopular (Samokhina and Inyutin, 2018). During the build-up to the 2019 local elections, 

Yarin worked with pro-regime politicians to tailor individual electoral strategies (Karpenko, 

2019). 

Presidential Administration Head Voloshin visited St. Petersburg in 2003 before 

local elections to ascertain if the Kremlin plan was implemented (Rotkevich, 2003: 3). 

Presidential Administration Head Sergei Sobyanin (2005-2008) met leaders of the systemic 

opposition Grigoriy Yavlinskiy, Zyuganov and Vladimir Zhirinovskiy telling each what was 

expected of them under Medvedev’s presidency (Bilevskaya and Kuklina, 2008). As in Russia 

Ukrainian Presidential Administration Head Serhiy L’ovochkin (2010-2014) regularly tested 
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how effective regional representatives would be at getting out the vote,  helping ensure 

Bankova won upcoming elections (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2010g).  

Presidential Administration Head Sergei Ivanov (2011-2016) gained evidence of 

corrupt officials from security service and interior ministry personnel. There was no mention 

he acted on these allegations (Gazeta.ru, 2012), likely keeping it for Kompromat. This is 

probably what happened to Defence Minister Anatoliy Serdyukov who while officially 

sacked for corruption was a rival of Ivanov (Vinokurova, 2012; Ulyanova, 2013). Keeping 

Kompromat occurs in Ukraine with former-Presidential Administration Head Viktor Baloha 

(2006-2009) referred to as the “all-seeing eye” taking information and storing it for later 

(Mostovaya, 2006).  

In 2013, Ivanov met Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Vyacheslav 

Volodin (2011-2016) to discuss how to improve dialogue between the Kremlin and the 

populace (Vinokurova and Ermakov, 2012). This was just after the 2011-2012 protests 

emphasising learning to rectify these experiences. Volodin held seminars with regional 

governors to discuss upcoming elections (Kostenko et al. 2012). Presidential Administration 

First Deputy Head Sergei Kirienko (2016-) re-cast the All-Russian People’s Front (ONF) as a 

link between the people and the regime (Vinokurov and Falyahov, 2016; Vinokurov, 2016c). 

In November 2016, Kirienko spoke with political technologists (Gazeta.ru, 2016a) about 

systemic problems and how to conduct a flawless presidential election in 2018 allowing 

Kirienko to learn about potential problems (Vinokurov, 2016a).  

Kirienko actively ensured Putin’s victory in 2018. Even Trump’s electoral victory was 

learnt from, with Kirienko using social media and data to target voters with particular 

campaigns (Atasuntsev, 2016; Vinokurov, 2017). Kirienko spoke to governors, finding out 
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who should remain in post or be removed (Vinokurov, 2016b). After the 2011 parliamentary 

and 2012 presidential elections, some governors failed to give United Russia victory and 

needed replacing (Andreeva, 2012: 7-9; Ozerova, 2016: 1). Volodin constructed the maxim 

“there is Putin – there is Russia, there is no Putin – there is no Russia” (Rozhkova, 2014: 2), 

which was pedalled across state media to emphasise that without Putin there is instability. 

Like the Russian presidential administration, its Belarusian counterpart is involved 

in choosing personnel across the regime, allowing the presidential administration to 

determine which people perform best in implementing policies. For example, Presidential 

Administration Deputy Alyaksandr Papkou (2006-2008) made personnel decisions across all 

state institutions (Martinovich, 2006). The presidential administration constructs ideology, 

and Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Uladzimir Zamyatalin (2000-2001) 

created an ideology encompassing communist ideas and Slavophilia, playing to the feelings 

of most Belarusians (Volanin, 2000b; BelGazeta, 2001). Natallya Pyatkevich created a Public 

Advisory Council “to discuss topical issues of the development of the state and society” 

(Gryl’, 2009), thereby creating another link between the regime and the public in the run-up 

to the 2010 presidential election. 

As mentioned in chapter one, authoritarian regimes want to control the media, and 

in Belarus and Russia this falls to the presidential administration. Presidential Administration 

First Deputy Zamyatalin controlled state media to mobilise officials and the public 

(Podolyak, 2000). In Russia, this role fell to Presidential Administration First Deputy Aleksei 

Gromov (2012-) (Galimova, 2012: 2) who was Putin’s press secretary (Bocharova and 

Kuzmenkova, 2012). In Ukraine, Medvedchuk used television to promote Yanukovych 
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(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2004b) dictating to television chiefs what to present (Ukrainskaya 

Pravda, 2003b). 

There is competition between presidential administrations and other institutions. 

In 2001, Russian Presidential Administration Head Voloshin appointed former Prosecutor 

General employee, Nazir Khapsirokov as his assistant. His appointment was seen as the 

presidential administration exerting control over this institution (Arutyunova, 2001: 1). In 

another example, Sobyanin collaborated with Sechin against Surkov to control the political 

system (Levchenko, A, 2006). However, there is also inter-linkage after leaving the 

presidential administration, Volodin became parliamentary speaker. The Kremlin moves 

people around rather than replace them. Ukraine has very apparent inter-linkage, for 

example, Medvedchuk got his brother, Serhiy, into the tax office to use it against opposition 

politicians (Gutsul, 2004).  

L’ovochkin has been in Ukrainian politics since Kuchma’s presidency, building 

relations with people across the political spectrum (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2010i). Former 

Presidential Administration Deputy and Justice Minister Olena Lukash was close to both 

Yanukovych and Firtash (Batherin, 2014: 1; Bolotny, 2014: 6). Presidential Administration 

Deputy Aleksei Ishchenko (2002-2005) masterminded the 2004 electoral fraud which did not 

stop Tymoshenko employing him (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2008c). Having worked in Bankova 

for Yushchenko former Deputy of the Presidential Administration Yuriy Bohuts’kyy (2007-

2010) advised Yanukovych (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013g). Presidential Administration Deputy 

Andriy Honcharuk (2008-2010) worked in Bankova under Yushchenko before becoming 

Yanukovych’s foreign policy adviser (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014i).  
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Presidential Administration First Deputy Vitaliy Koval’chuk (2014-2019) was a 

Poroshenko ally (Mostovaya, 2016: 1) known as the grey cardinal (Pidvezyanyi and Gruzev, 

2013) who created political parties to support Bankova (Vedernikova, 2015: 2). Presidential 

Administration Head Lozhkin was appointed by Poroshenko to head the National Reform 

Council which under his tenure quickly proposed greater presidential powers (Den’, 2015; 

Dubrovyk-Rohova, 2015). Bankova was building an alliance of politicians willing to support 

this (Koshkina, 2017a) and the presidential administration was tasked with ensuring 

Poroshenko’s re-election in 2019 (Koshkina, 2016), although this failed as Bankova does not 

have the capacity to stop the leeching of support for an incumbent. 

The presidential administrations in three of the case studies look to control the 

system. Moldova as a parliamentary republic does not have a strong presidential 

administration, and there is little information on its actions. The Belarusian and Russian 

presidential administrations are constantly adapting and learning. Both institutions try to 

devise new best practices. All three presidential administrations try to control the system, 

thereby ensuring continued regime control. 

7.3. Enter the Siloviki 

7.3.1. The Security Services 

  To understand domestic internal networks and authoritarian learning I assess the 

power ministries of the security services, interior ministry and the security councils. These 

bodies are widely known as the Siloviki and they play a significant role in learning. Although 

the KDB has been weakened recently, through the removal of people close to the 

Kremlin336, thereby contributing to its current inefficiency337, it remains important. The 
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Belarusian regime has fourteen different security services as the regime wants to know 

what is happening all the time and rules by dividing the security services, and playing them 

against one another338. 

The KDB with the interior ministry is close to Lukashenka, playing on the latter’s 

fear of losing power to maintain their importance339. The KDB is averse to economic 

reforms, seeing them as the first step towards regime collapse, so it tries to stop economic 

modernisation340. KDB personnel regularly meet other ministry employees to discuss 

issues341. Current and former KDB members are in charge of other ministries. By having 

former KDB personnel in charge of other ministries, the KDB exerts control over these 

bodies342.  

Although there are nine security services in Russia343, the FSB has become the main 

Russian security service (Soldatov and Borogan, 2010: 20) increasing its powers by inventing 

threats to Russia (Soldatov, 2013). Like the KDB, the FSB is averse to modernisation344. FSB 

director, Aleksandr Bortnikov (2008-) is close to Patrushev (Burnatseva, 2011) who got 
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 Interview with Pavel Usov – Head of the Centre for Political Analysis and Prognosis, 19/12/2016, Warsaw. 
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 Interview with Dzianis Melyantsou – Senior Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies and Co-

ordinator at the Minsk Track-II Initiative, 04/05/2017, Minsk. 
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Bortnikov appointed (Stanovaya, 2016b). Bortnikov created stories to keep the FSB relevant, 

like one claiming that European forest fires in 2012 were Al-Qaeda terror attacks 

(Preobrazhenskiy, 2012). Bortnikov competes with the modernisers and he and Sechin set-

up Aleksei Ulyukayev, the minister of economic development (The Moscow Times, 2017b; 

Galeotti, 2017c), on corruption charges.  

Ulyukayev was found guilty of taking a $2 million bribe given an eight year jail 

sentence (Galeotti, 2017c). With the current economic slowdown and possibility that 

modernisers may convince Putin about economic reform, Sechin – a key Putin ally and 

Silovik – masterminded charges against Ulyukayev in an attempt to limit the Kremlin 

modernising (Galeotti, 2018c). However, while Kremlin factions engage in infighting to gain 

dominance, Putin remains the final arbiter (Galeotti, 2018a: 9). 

 The Moldovan SIS has monitored judges since 2008, compelling them to rule on 

decisions benefiting the regime (Jurnal.md, 2017d). SIS leaders have traditionally been 

affiliated to the incumbent government (Point.md, 2007b), so the organisation is politicised. 

SIS head Artur Reșetnicov (2007-2009) used the SIS to prepare an electoral victory for the 

PCRM in 2009 (Point.md, 2007a) and under his tenure, the SIS monitored media, opposition 

political parties and scrutinised opposition donations (Point.md, 2008b; 2008d; 2008a). In 

2019, Dodon gained some control over the SIS and the right to appoint the SIS director, 

thereby giving him greater control of the security services (Gorchak, 2019). 

The 2009 protests were discussed between Interior Minister Aleksei Roibu (2011-

2012), SIS head Gheorghe Mihai (2009-2011) and the AEI government to learn from the 

events (Vesti.md, 2011). Although the AEI government was ‘pro-European’, many members 

of the AEI coalition were in the PCRM government before 2009 and, therefore, want to 
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learn from the failure of the 2009 protests and adapt345. SIS head Mihai Bălan (2012-2019) 

advocated widening the SIS’s role and allowing SIS personnel to work in other ministries 

(NewsMaker, 2015a). Bălan met Prime Minister Filip and Interior Jizdan (2016-2019) to 

discuss the 2016 protests (NewsMaker, 2016e). As a direct response to this meeting – in 

August 2016 – Bălan requested increased anti-terror powers (NewsMaker, 2016a). The SIS 

remains highly politicised and used by politicians to control opponents (NewsMaker, 2016e).  

The SBU traditionally has balanced between Bankova and the opposition, although 

this is no longer the case since the start of the Ukraine conflict in 2014. SBU Chief Ihor 

Drizhchan’yy (2005-2006) worked for Yushchenko but maintained ties with Yanukovych 

(Trofimova, 2006). SBU Chief Valeriy Koroshkovs’kyy (2010-2012) was close to Kuchma, 

Firtash, L’ovochkin, Boyko and Tymoshenko (Ukrainksya Pravda, 2010f; Ukrainskaya Pravda, 

2010d). SBU Chief Oleksandr Yakimenko (2013-2014) supervised Yanukovych’s growing 

business empire and some of Akhmetov’s assets before being appointed SBU head 

(Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2013c). Yakimenko created a terrorist group at the Euromaidan, which 

was responsible for deaths on February 20, 2014 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2014k). Since coming 

to power in 2014, Poroshenko has increased the SBU’s power while placing allies in 

prominent positions in the organisation (Ponomarenko, 2018a), giving him control over the 

security services. 

Control of the security services is a necessity for the four case studies to preserve 

power. Although there is limited internal learning within the security services, control of the 

security services allows a regime to restrict the opposition and monitor non-regime groups, 
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like NGOs. Placing allies in charge of the security services increases the likelihood that the 

regime will preserve power. 

7.3.2. Interior Ministries  

In April 2009 protests erupted in Chișinău. The Twitter Revolution galvanised 

demonstrators, against the PCRM’s electoral fraud (Wilson, 2009). Protesters stormed 

parliament (Harding, 2009). This is relevant as some officials who used force on protesters 

served Plahotniuc after 2009, like former-Interior Minister Jizdan (Jurnal.md, 2016f). 

Plahotniuc and Jizdan were close as Jizdan stopped a corruption case linked to Plahotniuc’s 

businesses in 2004 (Rise.md, 2015; Jurnal.md, 2016c). 

Moldovan Interior Minister Gheorghe Papuc (2002-2008 and 2008-2009) was 

sacked after a drug smuggling scandal in March 2008. He was brought back that October 

(Logos-Press, 2008) and was obviously trusted by President Voronin (Point.md, 2008c). The 

Centre for Combating Economic Crimes and Corruption (CCECC) – part of the interior 

ministry – had its appointment structure changed in 2012 and now parliament appoints its 

head. Therefore, it is unlikely to combat government corruption, giving the PDM as the main 

party in the government until 2019 free rein (Logos-Press, 2012).  

Dorin Recean (2012-2015) had no relevant experience when he became interior 

minister. He was appointed for loyalty to Prime Minister Filat (Nesterova, 2014). Loyalty is 

important, placing an ally as interior minister is common practice. Telephone intercepts of 

Recean talking to PLDM politician, Valery Strelts, former Central Electoral Commission chief 

Yuri Chokan and Head of the Tax Inspectorate Nikolai Vikol about using the latter against the 

opposition were published (Point.md, 2013). 
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Ukrainian Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko (2005-2006) was close to President 

Yushchenko and Tymoshenko. He led the People’s Self-Defence (Rakhmanin, 2008) a party 

in the BYuT-led coalition. Lutsenko was prosecutor general and part of the Poroshenko 

‘family’ (Politeka.net, 2016) bringing corruption cases against opposition politicians and 

activists fighting corruption (Sukhov, 2018f; 2016g), and using his position to increase 

pressure on anti-corruption bodies like NABU (Zerkalo Nedeli, 2017). By bringing corruption 

cases against the opposition, Bankova tarnished the opposition image with allegations of 

corruption346. However, the Prosecutor General’s Office has not prosecuted those 

responsible for the Euromaidan shootings (Kyiv Post, 2018) pointing to elite collusion.  

There was learning from the Orange revolution when Yanukovych became 

president in 2010. In 2004 Interior Minister Mykola Bilokon’ (2003-2005) spoke about 

introducing “a third force,” a people’s militia to counter opposition at the presidential 

elections (Zerkalo Nedeli, 2004) and the Titushki were the conclusion of this lesson. The 

Titushki were controlled by Viktor Zubryts’kyy, giving then Interior Minister Vitaliy 

Zakharchenko (2010-2014) “deniability and distance” (Wilson, 2014c: 79). Zakharchenko 

repeatedly said if he had the powers, he would make sure the Euromaidan was over in 

hours (Wilson, 2014c: 84). Interior Minister Arsen Avakov (2014-) has allegedly not reformed 

law enforcement structures because Yanukovych’s configuration allows him more power 

(Sukhov, 2016b). 

Belarusian Interior Minister Yuriy Sivakou (1999-2001) exerted control over other 

state structures. He headed a clandestine clique close to Lukashenka (Podolak, 2000b; 

Kozhenikova, 2000) and was entrusted with arranging opposition activist disappearances 
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between 1999 and 2001 (TUT.by, 2001). Lukashenka likely kept him close as Sivakou knew 

where the bodies were. 

As Interior Minister Navumau (2000-2009) headed the president’s security service 

because of his loyalty (Volanin, 2000a). Lukashenka saw what happened to Slobodan 

Milošević in 2000 in Serbia and feared a similar scenario (Hall, S, 2017b: 168). He needed 

loyalty so Navamau was chosen. Navamau’s loyalty could be seen when during protests in 

2008, police brutally cleared Constitution Square in central Minsk (BelGazeta, 2008). During 

the 2010 protests, the KDB and interior ministry regularly met (Malashenkov, 2010). The 

Almaz anti-terror special unit was used to great effect, emphasising the broad definition of 

what constitutes terrorism in the post-Soviet region.  

In the run-up to the 2015 presidential election, Belarusian Interior Minister 

Shunevich said the interior ministry had not trained law enforcement personnel as the 

“department has a rich experience in carrying out such events” (BELTA, 2015) with plenty of 

experience from 2001, 2006 and 2010. In 2017, the interior ministry requested the 

introduction of “cameras and special detectors” across Belarus to monitor country-wide 

events (BELTA, 2017). That this request was made during the country-wide 2017 protests 

(Ackles, 2017; Murphy, 2017; Volotovich, 2017), shows learning.  

RosGvardiya was created in Russia in 2013, while partially an answer to the 

Euromaidan, its creation harks back to the 2011-2012 Russian protests (Baidakova, 2016b: 

7). On April 7, 2016, in a field outside Lyubertsy RosGvardiya practised dispersing a potential 

Moscow Maidan (Otkrytaya Rossiya, 2016)347. Its leader, Zolotov, was Putin’s chief 

bodyguard (Zygar, 2016: 137). RosGvardiya covers some areas of the FSB and interior 
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ministry (Zheleznova and Sinitsyn, 2016), ensuring the Kremlin greater control against 

protests. 

In Russia, there are regular law enforcement training exercises. One in 2006 

involved more than 32,000 personnel in an anti-terrorist exercise (Poletaev, 2006: 13). 

Another involved the defence ministry stopping militants seizing government buildings 

(Kozlova, 2006: 2). This points to devising practices to repress protests, and that this 

occurred in 2006 points to learning from the Colour Revolutions. Interior Minister Nurgaliev 

made employees study terrorism to devise appropriate counter-strategies (Falaleev, 2006: 

3). In 2007, over three billion roubles was spent re-equipping the interior ministry (Falaleev, 

2007: 3), all pointing to countering a Colour Revolution. A 2008 meeting of all heads of 

interior ministry departments addressed Colour Revolutions (Falaleev, 2008: 2).  

Russian Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokol’tsev (2012-) had worked for the Moscow 

police organising protest training exercises (Sumskoi, 2010; Bocharova and Savina, 2010). In 

2014, Kolokol’tsev wanted the number of public law enforcement units increased. Although 

in 2014 there were 402,000 personnel (Igorev, 2014a: 1; 2014b: 5), the Euromaidan 

evidently scared Kolokol’tsev. He publically stated that any Yanukovych era Berkut forces 

would be welcome in the interior ministry (Gazeta.ru, 2014), giving the Kremlin valuable 

information from their Euromaidan experience that the Russian regime could use for future 

potential protests. 

Like the security services, control over the interior ministry is important for regime 

survival. However, there is evidence that the interior ministries of the four case studies 

engage in more learning than the security services. There are training exercises – although 
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this is a largely Russian phenomenon – and attempts to devise best practices to keep 

control. Therefore, the interior ministry is an important institution for learning. 

7.3.3. National Security Councils 

A meeting of the Russian Security Council permanent members is held weekly and 

consists of people Putin trusts (Levchenko, A, 2007). Putin (2014b), at a 2014, Security 

Council meeting spoke about Ukraine and how fascism could cause instability in Russia. A 

working commission in 2016 discussed anti-terrorist problems faced by Russia, where the 

main issue was “people staying in one place.” This sounds like anti-terrorist measures 

against protesters. The Council discussed how to stop demonstrators controlling space 

(Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2016a) and addressed forming and equipping 

RosGvardiya (Security Council of the Russian Federation, 2016c). 

Belarusian National Security Council Head, Sheyman (2006-2008) has been close to 

Lukashenka since 1994. Sheyman arranged an assassination attempt on Lukashenka in 1994 

to increase Lukashenka’s vote share (Wilson, 2011: 161-162) and ran Lukashenka’s 2006 

electoral campaign (Naviny.by, 2006). After the Euromaidan, Head of the Belarusian 

National Security Council, Stanislau Zas (2015-), met Lukashenka to discuss the Ukrainian 

situation, the conflict, its potential spill over, the efficiency of Belarusian law enforcement 

units and how Ukraine’s association agreement with the EU might destabilise Belarus 

(TUT.by, 2015). Zas devised a new military doctrine giving equal emphasis to internal and 

external threats (BELTA, 2016) pointing to learning from the Ukrainian situation.  

Ukrainian Security Council Head Marchuk (1999-2003) was involved in organising 

elections so Kuchma and pro-regime political parties won. He regularly met members of all 

political parties, including the opposition (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2001b). After the Security 
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Council, Marchuk became defence minister, adviser to Yanukovych and is now working in 

the security sub-group of the Minsk peace agreement. His presence around Bankova points 

to a level of trust crossing political divides. It is possible Marchuk and his successor, 

Volodymyr Radchenko (2003-2005) knew of the Melnychenko tapes348 and approved the 

recording of conversations in Kuchma’s office to serve their interests (Urainskaya Pravda, 

2004a; Wilson, 2005a: 52).  

Ukrainian Security Council head Anatoliy Kinakh (2005-2006) used his role to try to 

construct a power veritkal’ (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2006) to control Ukraine. After leaving the 

Security Council, Kinakh advised Yushchenko, Yanukovych and now Poroshenko. Andriy 

Klyuyev (2012-2014) was close to L’ovochkin, so the Security Council was brought under the 

control of L’ovochkin who headed the presidential administration (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 

2012f) and there were regular private meetings (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012d).  

Both Klyuyev and L’ovochkin supported Pravy Sektor349 during the Euromaidan. 

L’ovochkin approved Pravy Sektor supporting Poroshenko, so Poroshenko could be labelled 

a fascist. Klyuyev apparently gave a million dollars to Pravy Sektor for them to stop 

defending the Maidan when the Berkut tried to storm it in January 2014. Others in the 

regime also financed Pravy Sektor and Pravy Sektor leader, Dmytro Yarosh had close ties to 

the SBU (Nayem, 2014).  

Klyuyev – with Yanukovych’s support – strengthened the Security Council, creating 

a secret group with experience of national security issues (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012c), 
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Yanukovych government, they allowed Bankova to label protesters as fascist.  
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allowing him to learn from previous episodes. Klyuyev ran the Party of Regions 2012 

parliamentary electoral campaign (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012a) and visited parliament to 

discuss with opposition deputies to support Yanukovych (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2012a).  

Klyuyev and his brother Serhiy were involved in money laundering, taking loans 

from Ukrainian banks and sending the proceeds through their companies to Austrian bank 

accounts, which affected the monetary reserves of Ukrainian banks (Ekonomicheskaya 

Pravda, 2017a). Klyuyev has links to Poroshenko with shares in Poroshenko’s company, 

Roshen (Roshchenko, 2017).  

Moldova is a semi-presidential republic so the Security Council does not have the 

same role as in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, but there are instances of learning in the 

Supreme Security Council (CSS). In 2015, the CSS met to discuss domestic security issues 

(Jurnal.md, 2015c) as protests started. During the theft of the century and laundromat 

scandals, the CSS met secretly (Jurnal.md, 2015b). The new strategic doctrine, published in 

2016, focuses on domestic issues (Jurnal.md, 2016a) and highlights learning from the 2015-

2016 protests. Dodon appears to have re-established the Security Council, giving it a more 

vocal role in government. At a 2018 meeting, Dodon (2018b) stated that the Security 

Council would devise the best tactics to deal with protesters who “arrive in Chisinau to 

destabilise the situation.” 

7.4. Political and Business Elites: One and the same? 

Having discussed internal network learning in Siloviki structures, I turn to political 

and business elites. Many political elites – especially in Moldova and Ukraine – are business 

elites. Understanding internal links between elites provides a clear picture of learning 

explaining why these regimes are either electoral or competitive authoritarian regimes. It is 
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understandable politicians with business interests or businessmen with political securities 

want to preserve those benefits. They fall back on what they know, which are authoritarian 

practices. Elite interlinkage is important for explaining internal network learning.  

Belarus is an outlier as its business elites are not particularly interlinked in the 

political system350. By contrast, the former Ukrainian president was an oligarch and the 

oligarchic system – which was supposed to end after the Euromaidan – not only survived 

but re-engaged in politics (Leshchenko, S, 2014b). With their political influence 

undiminished, the oligarchs stifled political reforms promised to the EU and IMF (Wilson, 

2016d). The Moldovan War of the Roses – taken from the PDM’s red rose symbol and the 

PLDM’s fondness for white roses (Popşoi, 2016d: 85) – saw oligarchs Plahotniuc and Filat 

use the PDM and the PLDM to conduct a war of personal animosity (Popşoi, 2016d: 85).  

7.4.1. Belarus and Russia 

Competition in Russia between political elites is less caustic than Moldova and 

Ukraine. Those in power control the political and business systems. Ulyukaev’s arrest was a 

skirmish between the Siloviki and modernisers, masterminded by Silovik-in-chief, Sechin 

(The Moscow Times, 2017b; 2017d). Putin’s approval of the arrest emphasised he wants 

loyalty, as Ulyukaev has used his position to enrich himself to the detriment of his allegiance 

to the regime (Miroedova, 2016). Putin trusts people like Sechin whom he has known since 

his KGB days (Ledeneva, 2013: 56; Petrov, 2011c: 517).  

The Department for Presidential Affairs, which is distinct from the presidential 

administration, controls large swathes of the Belarusian economy and is directly answerable 

to Lukashenka. The regime has replaced factory managers with regime appointees, giving 

                                                           
350

 Interview with a specialist on Belarus who requested anonymity, 29/01/2018. 



 

335 
 

the authorities even greater control over the economy. Although the regime has, for the 

most part, controlled the rise of independent oligarchs, there are regime factions which 

control parts of the economy (Frear, 2019: 46).  

Oligarchs exist in Belarus but they do not dominate state structures as in Moldova 

and Ukraine. Andrew Wilson (2011a: 243) classifies Belarusian oligarchs as “minigarchs.” 

Supporters of Lukashenka can make money, “but only on the president’s terms” (Wilson, 

2011a: 243). There are two examples of how oligarchs are treated in Belarus. Alyaksandr 

Pupeika who supported Kebich in 1994, and funded other non-regime parties after 

Lukashenka became president, fled to Poland ending up in an asylum after the Belarusian 

authorities tried to arrest him. He became an example to emphasise that the rules had 

changed and oligarchs could no longer be involved in politics (Wilson, 2011a: 164).  

Another oligarch, Yuriy Chyzh, financially supported Lukashenka (Mozheyko, 2016) 

351. Chyzh was in Lukashenka’s inner circle living in the exclusive Drozdam area near Minsk 

Sea352, but in 2016 he was arrested for tax evasion (TUT.by, 2016a). However, it is likely 

Chyzh’s arrest was for something else. There are stories of Chyzh trying to sell oil to a 

foreign company, or defrauding others close to Lukashenka (Fedorovich, 2016a, 2016b), or 

falling out with a high ranking KDB official353. Like Russia’s Mikhail Khodorkovskiy, Chyzh 
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 Often known as the Minsk sea, it’s official name is the Zaslawskaye Resevoir, a man-made lake and about 22 
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 Interview with Balázs Jarábik – Non-Resident Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 

21/11/2016, Skype. 
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became involved in politics354, which contributed to his arrest. It was a warning to others to 

fall in line. 

The Belarusian authorities are susceptible to restricting business activities of 

businessmen who are not directly part of the regime. Chyzh was an example, although he 

was close to Lukashenka. The regime wants to diversify the economy, but to do so it must 

increase business freedom. However, the regime fears that allowing an independent faction 

to flourish could affect control (Belsat, 2018) and the regime has been unable to manage 

this dichotomy.  

Signals are important to how the Belarusian regime operates. The system is highly 

tuned to Lukashenka’s signals355. Lukashenka does not tolerate those who were in the 

regime joining the opposition356. Former Prime Minister, Michail Chyhir, was arrested 

(Klasovskiy, 2009) and former Interior Minister, Yury Zakharanka disappeared (Pulsha, 

2009), emphasising to current elites that if they leave the regime they should not join the 

opposition357. Signals are used by Putin too, although these are often opaque358, allowing 

Putin deniability if things go wrong and forcing others to interpret his meaning (Pavlovskiy, 
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2016a). Lukashenka only gives verbal orders and there is little documentation359 allowing 

Lukashenka deniability like Putin.  

Both are involved in decision-making but in different ways. Lukashenka is involved 

in most decisions, and cannot be seen to be influenced. He listens to different opinions then 

determines policy360. By contrast, Putin is only involved in about 20% of decisions361, which 

is another aspect of the deniability system (Pavlovskiy, 2016a). Putin relies on other 

agencies to implement decisions and reacts if mistakes are made362. 

Lukashenka has a comprehensive power vertikal’. Like Putin he allows others to 

implement policy, allowing him to blame them when policies are poorly implemented. It is 

hierarchical from Lukashenka down363. Lukashenka allegedly has a folder on all regime elites 

and uses this Kompromat to control them (Belsat, 2018). Close associates like Natallya 

Pyatkevich filter information to Lukashenka (Vasilieva, 2014).  

Loyalty is key to how the Belarusian and Russian regimes function. Lukashenka is 

less concerned with personal friendships, if someone disappoints him they are removed364. 

The teddy bear bombing highlighted Lukashenka’s rapid sacking of close allies who displease 

him (Fedorovich, 2012). However, the inner circle remains similar to when Lukashenka took 
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power. While the Mahilou clans influence has been reduced the inner circle remains 

homogenous365. As one interviewee stated, people like Sheyman survive because they know 

where the bodies of those opposition leaders who disappeared between 1999 and 2000 

are366. Sheyman’s role is uncertain but he is constant (Satsuk, 2005: 4).  

The case of Myasnikovich is enlightening. Though Myasnikovich ran Kebich’s 1994 

presidential campaign he was secretly talking to Lukashenka (Feduta, 2005: 135; 

Kravchenko, P, 2006: 365). Myasnikovich apparently grew disaffected with Lukashenka in 

2001 and flirted with opposition presidential candidate Uladzimir Hancharyk (Marples and 

Padhol, 2005: 86). Remarkably he was rehabilitated, becoming prime minister in 2011, due 

to strong bureaucratic links (Wilson, 2011a: 235). Although he is now chairman of the 

council of the republic in parliament, having been removed as prime minister in 2014, his 

rehabilitation remains a rare example.  

Lukashenka keeps loyalty by swapping people between jobs, preventing them 

building power bases. Everyone relies on Lukashenka for rent access, keeping their 

loyalty367. The person closest to Lukashenka is perhaps his tennis coach, Syarhei Tsyatseryn, 

who heavily influences Lukashenka, and even advises on policy (Vodchyts, 2014). Loyalty is 

important in Russia too. Once a person is in the regime it is difficult to leave, and a person 

may be sacked but often their sacking is short-term or they are promoted sideways (Petrov, 

2011c: 502). Efficiency is not necessarily important what matters is a person’s usefulness 

(Galeotti, 2017a). Aleksei Kudrin left the Kremlin and attended the 2011-2012 protests, but 
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he was likely a link between the demonstrators and the Kremlin (Trenin, 2011b). Although 

he is not in the Kremlin he still advises Putin on economic matters (Hille, 2017).  

Like Belarus, there is an inner circle, with Arkadiy and Boris Rotenberg, Igor’ Sechin, 

Sergei Chemezov, Yuriy Kovalchuk and Gennadiy Timchenko (Galeotti, 2018a: 11) being 

important figures in the inner circle where everything is acceptable, so long as loyalty is 

maintained368. As a way to maintain control Putin appoints someone to a ministry but their 

deputy is someone with ties to a competitor, so department heads remain loyal for fear 

their deputy will inform on them. Competition provides coherent governance as having 

rivals in top positions means people must be at the top of their game369.  

Although the inner-circle around Lukashenka remains largely homogenous within 

the wider regime there is factionalism, and the KDB is the prime example of this. In 2008 

and 2009 the KDB provided protection for businesses but decided businessmen were not 

making enough money. By removing these middlemen they could cream off more profits 

which brought the KDB into conflict with the Security Council which had the same idea. The 

resulting conflict only ended when Lukashenka got involved370. There is competition in all 

ministries371. 

Both Putin and Lukashenka are former KGB men. Lukashenka (2019) stated that he 

was “an inveterate Soviet man.” Putin’s links are clear but Lukashenka’s are opaque, 
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although as a Soviet border guard, he had some KGB training372. The FSB plays on Putin’s 

fears that the West conspires against Russia. It is competing for resources and “whoever 

comes up with the scariest scare gets the money373.” This is similar to Belarus where the 

KDB plays on Lukashenka’s fears of the West destabilising Belarus374. Lukashenka has a close 

relationship with the Siloviki375 even getting economic policy from both the KDB and the 

interior ministry376. 

The Belarusian regime appears adept at tracking issues affecting society having 

developed “excellent polling groups to get an idea of what is happening in society”377. By 

contrast, the Kremlin relies on political consultants378 and polls. Polls conducted in Belarus 

highlight possible future problems. The Kremlin uses weekly polls by the Russian Public 

Opinion Research Centre (VTsIOM) and the Public Opinion Foundation to assess what 

problems need to be rectified and then uses state television to reduce tensions among 

Russians on future problems (Rogov and Ananyev, 2018: 204-205).  
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The Russian system does not have free-flowing information, so “feedback is very 

twisted. Those in the system have a very specific understanding of what is really going 

on379.” While, this could lead to problems many in the Kremlin have been in power for a 

decade or more380 and media control helps the regime form the Russian mind-set. Putin 

apparently only reads what a select few in the presidential administration put in front of 

him, so they control the information he receives381. It appears that the Belarusian regime 

has a better system of gathering information, and this can be attributed to Belarus’s size 

and the extent of the power vertikal’382. 

The Belarusian authorities only plan for staying in power adapting according to 

issues as they appear (Silitski, 2005)383. The same is true of the Kremlin which reacts to 

events and tries to pre-empt events by forecasting potential scenarios384. Putin relies on 

those he knows, mostly ex-KGB officers and old friends (Eggert, 2018: 15). The 

reconstruction of Crimea is given to old friends, one example being the bridge across the 

Kerch strait linking Crimea to Russia constructed by Arkadiy Rotenberg (Yaffa, 2017).  
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Corruption does not lead to authoritarian learning, but it keeps the regime in 

power, and is important for explaining regime survival. Two examples will be highlighted 

here, the Panama and Paradise Papers. The Panama Papers (2016) were published by a 

whistle-blower from the Panamanian company Mossack Fonseca. Bank Rossiya was the 

bank for “sweetheart loans” for Russian elite offshore companies becoming “Putin’s 

personal cashbox” (Bernstein et al. 2016). Sergei Rodulgin – who has known Putin since 

childhood and is godfather to Putin’s first daughter, Masha (Novaya Gazeta, 2016e) – was 

named in the Panama Papers (Anin, 2017a: 11-12). In 2010, Rodulgin bought shares in Bank 

Rossiya selling them for 32 times their value and making $420 million in a day! Bank Rossiya 

was bought out by Gazprom’s former Gazenergoprombank which then sold Bank Rossiya 

back to its original shareholders resulting in Russian taxpayers losing five billion roubles 

(Anin, 2016: 2-3; Novaya Gazeta, 2016e). The Panama Papers showed that some governors 

and United Russia deputies had accounts in tax havens (Novaya Gazeta, 2016a; 2016c). 

Security Council Head Patrushev and Deputy Interior Minister Igor’ Zubov had bank 

accounts in their son’s names (Novaya Gazeta, 2016d).  

The Paradise Papers (2017) came from documents published from Appleby’s 

Bermuda office. They were less explosive for the Kremlin than the Panama Papers, but they 

pointed to collusion between American government personnel and people close to the 

Kremlin (Chavkin, 2017; Chavkin and Hamilton, 2017; Woodman, 2017b). The Kremlin-

controlled VTB Bank invested $191 million in Yuriy Milner’s DTS Holdings. Milner re-invested 

the money in Facebook and Twitter. Gazprom provided further funds to another Milner 

company which bought more shares in Facebook and Twitter. Although there is no evidence 

that the Kremlin sought to directly influence Facebook or Twitter with these investments, it 
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is possible information was gained on the intricate working of both social networks 

(Woodman, 2017a), allowing the Kremlin sponsored Internet research agency to influence 

the 2016 American presidential elections with 127 million Americans receiving posts from 

Russian sources (Tadtaev, 2017). 

 The Panama Papers showed that Ukrainian President Poroshenko had not followed a 

campaign promise selling his company, Roshen. Poroshenko moved Roshen to British Virgin 

Island jurisdiction, allowing him to avoid paying millions of dollars in tax. While Bankova 

legislated against money in tax havens and Ukraine fought in the Donbas, Ukraine’s 

president moved money abroad (Babinets and Lavrov, 2016a; 2016b). The Panama Papers 

showed that Poroshenko directly owned Prime Asset Partners which owned the Cypriot 

company CEE Confectionary Investments who owned the Dutch-based Roshen Europe, the 

parent company of Roshen, which Poroshenko claimed was in a blind trust (Timtchenko, 

2016). Poroshenko failed to sell off assets as president and also evaded tax (Kyiv Post et al. 

2015; Zhuk and Rodenko, 2016). 

The Panama Papers showed Roshen was not in a blind trust or sold, as Poroshenko 

claimed during the 2014 presidential election campaign (Denkov, 2016; 112.ua, 2016). 

However, the Paradise Papers showed the blind trust was run by an associate, Vadim 

Medvedev, and Poroshenko could access information and make decisions (Sukhov and 

Lavrov, 2017). Another investigation showed that Poroshenko, Ihor Konenko – a business 

partner and deputy head of the BPP – and Security Council Deputy Oleh Hladkovs’kyy 

owned Spanish villas. All three ‘forgot’ to declare these on income declarations (Miller and 

Sedletska, 2016) making a mockery of legislation requiring Ukrainian political elites to 

declare all income and assets.  
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7.4.2. Moldova and Ukraine 

The Panama and Paradise Papers raise questions about how Ukrainian political and 

business elites manipulate the spirit of legislation to achieve or preserve their interests. 

Factions in Moldova and Ukraine can lose power quickly, so they try to maintain power at all 

costs and compete to protect interests, creating a situation where factions try to get rich 

quick, fearing they will soon lose power.  

In Ukraine, Yanukovych and Akhmetov knew each other since 1994. Both were 

involved in the Donetsk mafia state of the 1990s and cooperated to preserve their interests. 

This brought them into contact with the Nemsadze brothers. Akhmetov and Yanukovych 

used the Nemsadze mafia gang to coerce others (Chornovil, 2013; Semenets, 2012). 

Akhmetov in the 1990s was the enforcer for mafia-boss Akhat Bragin. After Bragin died in a 

suspicious explosion (Grytsenko and Sukhov, 2016a) Akhmetov took control of Donetsk. 

Using it as his base he went national, backing President Kuchma and Yanukovych. Akhemtov 

convinced Kuchma to make Yanukovych Donetsk governor (Wikileaks.org, 2007). 

Yanukovych used his political clout to support Akhmetov in building and increasing his 

business empire (Leshchenko, S, 2015a: 24; Rojansky, 2014: 427; Salem, 2014; Wilson, 

2005a: 13; 2014c: 122). Akhmetov financially backed Party of Regions (Wilson, 2005a: 12; 

2007: 106), where he met Poroshenko, as Poroshenko’s political party, Solidarity, joined the 

coalition that became the Party of Regions in 2001 (Leshchenko, S, 2014a).  

When Yanukovych became president in 2010 his allies accessed state resources and 

the state quickly became an appendage of the Donbas clique (Bullough, 2014). Yanukovych 

created a two ring system. The outer ring involved cronies, like Akhmetov and other 

oligarchs. The inner ring was known as the ‘family’. Blood ties were unimportant for 
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membership although his sons – Oleksandr and Viktor – were involved (Motyl, 2012). The 

network included Oleksandr Klimenko, Serhiy Arbuzov, Zakharchenko, Eduard Stavits’kyy 

and Serhiy Kurchenko (Korrespondent.net, 2013; Konończuk, 2016). The ‘family’ asset 

stripped $8 billion annually between 2010 and 2013 (Wilson, 2014b). One interviewee 

claimed Oleksandr Yanukovych even ruled the country behind his father385. 

 According to Wikileaks (2007), Yanukovych was a business partner of Serhiy 

Klyuyev using his political position to help Klyuyev, like with Akhemtov. Oligarch and 

businessman Firtash supported Yanukovych through his media’s continuous coverage 

contributing to Yanukovych’s 2010 electoral victory (Grey et al. 2014). Having assured 

Yanukovych victory, Firtash called in the loan, taking control of state assets (Marone, 2010). 

He pressured Yanukovych to arrest Tymoshenko who was a long time Firtash rival (Salem, 

2014).  

Yanukovych quickly corrupted the SBU, using it against the opposition (Butusov, 

2010b). Regular meetings with close ally and SBU chief Khoroshkovs’kyy set-out what to do 

with Tymoshenko (Butusov, 2010a). In 2013, Oleksandr Yakimenko (2013-2014) – who was 

close to the ‘family’ – became SBU head. He had worked with Yanukovych in Donetsk as an 

adviser (Kapsamun, 2013).  

L’ovochkin remained a key ally and during the Euromaidan, he tried to split the 

protesters and instigated violence (Chornovil, 2015). Yanukovych made the mistake of giving 

too much to his ‘family’, which alienated oligarchs who lost rent access, and some of them 

had no compunction in supporting the Euromaidan (Neef, 2014). It explains the staccato 
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repression386 (Wilson, 2014c: 76-77) as increasingly deep regime divisions meant there 

could be no recourse to massive force (Wilson, 2014c: 84-85; Coalson, 2013).  

The oligarchs have had close links with all Ukrainian political regimes adapting to 

maintain their interests. Their flexibility allows them to form and break coalitions depending 

on their present interests (Konończuk, 2016). Oligarchic wars are – for the most part – 

played out in the media. The ten biggest media outlets are all owned by oligarchs. President 

Poroshenko owns Channel Five, so naturally, it has pro-Poroshenko coverage (Fedets, 2015). 

Inter is owned by Firtash and L’ovochkin (Zerkalo Nedeli, 2013: 1) and openly supports the 

Opposition Bloc, promoting the party’s successes on national television and runs programs 

about corruption under Poroshenko (Andreitsiv, 2015a; 2015b). Another channel 1+1 

owned by Kolomois’kyy promotes its owner’s interests while giving Dnipro events national 

importance (Andreitsiv, 2015a; 2015b).  

Many oligarchs were members of the CPSU and Komsomol in Soviet Ukraine, so 

they mostly know each other and have had years of practice over keeping control of 

assets387. To preserve their interests they buy government positions, political access or 

Siloviki members (Leshchenko, S, 2014b; 2014c). As the oligarchs’ finance politics, the 

government maintains their interests388. Poroshenko employed personnel from the Kuchma, 
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and Yanukovych periods389. Zelens’kyy has continued this trend with some Yaunkovych-era 

personnel returning (Sukhov, 2019b). 

Koval’chuk created political parties to undermine the Opposition Bloc, Sampomich 

and Batkivschyna (Butkevych, 2015: 8; Vedernikova, 2015: 2). By the end of 2016, a counter-

revolution was ongoing with anti-corruption initiatives curtailed and most reformers 

removed (De Borja Lasheras, 2016: 56-57; Eristavi, 2017). Poroshenko was elected 

promising to depose the oligarchs (Iwański, 2017: 73), but he showed he was part of the old 

system (De Borja Lasheras, 2016: 57).  

Poroshenko became increasingly intolerant of criticism. Journalists, politicians, 

activists and anti-corruption groups faced persecution. The anti-corruption Action Centre 

Head Vitaliy Shabunin was accused of beating Vsevolod Filimenko, a blogger and aide to BPP 

politician Serhi Melnychuk after Shabunin found documents incriminating Poroshenko in 

corrupt practices (Sukhov, 2018b). Serhiy Leshchenko having exposed corruption was 

charged with corruption to taint him as corrupt as the regime (Sukhov, 2016a). Head of 

NABU, Artem Sytnyk, was fined for not giving sensitive documents to the National Agency 

for Preventing Corruption (NAPC), an organisation controlled by Poroshenko (Sukhov, 

2018c). Corruption was ineffectively fought as Poroshenko controlled the SBU and the 

National Security and Defence Council (Saradzhyan, 2016). The creation of an anti-graft 

committee appeared independent but was controlled by Bankova as the regime had the 

final say on the appointment of judges (Tytych, 2018). 

An example of Poroshenko dealing with possible threats was the arrest of 

Savchenko, who with Volodymyr Ruban, was accused of planning a terrorist plot to attack 
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parliament and take control. Savchenko having been kidnapped and imprisoned in Russia 

(Melkozerova, 2015a) had upon her return received the award of the Golden Star from 

Poroshenko (Kramer, A, 2016b). Having become a politician, Savchenko became increasingly 

popular in Ukrainian society (Fedoseyev, 2018; Rechinskiy, 2018: 2), although her poll rating 

had decreased by 2018 (Kazanskyi 2018: 25). Savchenko began campaigning in early 2018 

for the 2019 presidential election (Holub, 2018: 18). Having been arrested by pro-Russian 

forces in Ukraine and sent to trial in Russia, Savchenko was accused of an attempted terror 

attack in Kyiv (Mostovaya, 2018: 1), pointing to a bizarre storyline where Ukraine’s so-called 

“Joan of Arc390” worked for the Kremlin.  

Medvedchuk was touted as the mastermind behind Savchenko (Melkozerova, 

2018b), and the link between Savchenko and the Kremlin. However, he has not been 

arrested, pointing to close links to Bankova (Sukhov, 2018d). The arrest of Savchenko 

coupled with the earlier trial and arrest of Saakashvili391 pointed to Bankova placing 

restrictions on possible popular candidates standing in the 2019 presidential elections 

(Sukhov, 2018a), although it is questionable whether Saakashvili and Savchenko had popular 

support, and Savchenko’s arrest for terrorism and being a Kremlin ‘agent’ led to her 

popularity dissipating (Melkozerova, 2019). 

Poroshenko had a narrow circle of confidantes when he was president, like Makar 

Pasenyuk, Ihar Kononenko and Oleksandr Hranovs’kyy (Koshkina, 2017b). Kononenko is a 

Poroshenko business partner since the 1990s (Romanenko, 2017). Serhiy Berezenko another 

ally tried to buy the votes of non-BPP politicians (Sukhov, 2016g). Prosecutor General 
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Lutsenko is an ally (Sukhov, 2018f; 2016h), “tool of the President’s political vendettas” (Kyiv 

Post, 2018) and part of the Poroshenko ‘family’ (Politeka.net, 2016). Lutsenko pressured the 

NABU (Zerkalo Nedeli, 2017) taking a NABU case about NAPC corruption and giving it to the 

SBU and NAPC to investigate (Sukhov, 2017b). At the time NAPC was controlled by 

Poroshenko (Sukhov, 2017a) and the SBU a state structure, Lutsenko tried to hamper 

corruption cases. He blamed civil society activists for causing the deaths of their own – like 

Kateryna Handziuk – because of work which shows “total hatred of power” (Ukrayins’ka 

Pravda, 2018b).  

Former Prime Minister Hroysman was a Poroshenko ally and owed Poroshenko for 

his meteoric political rise (Synovitz, 2016b). By placing Hroysman as mayor of Vinnytsya in 

2006, Poroshenko built a political base (Melkozerova, 2018a), and through links with 

Hroysman, Poroshenko controlled the government. Poroshenko made shady deals with 

other political and business elites392 and attempted to consolidate and entrust power to a 

small group of allies. The presidential administration rolled back reforms and pressured the 

media393. 

Poroshenko tried to gain control of courts and law enforcement agencies, but as 

Ukraine is a pluralist political system, there was always competition394. When appointing 

Hrosyman as prime minister, Poroshenko relied on the support of other oligarchs, 

negotiating with them on which politicians could form the government (Olszański and 

Iwański, 2016). With the ending of the Poroshenko presidency, information has come out 
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that many in his government were associated with Investment Capital Ukraine (ICU), with 

ICU involved in insider trading, making money off of the state (Sorokin, 2019a). 

Oligarchs, like Akhmetov and Kolomois’kyy, saw President Kuchma as a godfather 

but do not see Poroshenko in the same way as he is an oligarch and not even the richest395. 

All presidents have tried to establish their own clans and Poroshenko was no different, 

although unlike Yanukovych who tried to take power quickly, Poroshenko tried to reduce 

the power of others one-by-one396.  

In the early days of the Ukrainian conflict, Kolomois’kyy controlled the Dnipro 

region to stop it becoming a new Donbas (Toal, 2017: 255). His popularity and attempt to 

control more state assets created a struggle with Poroshenko, resulting in PrivatBank, a 

large Kolomois’kyy asset, being nationalised (Leshchenko, S, 2015b; Quinn and Rudenko, 

2015; Iwański, 2016). By 2016, the tussle ended and while PrivatBank remained nationalised 

Kolomois’kyy kept the $2 billion he had syphoned off and avoided prosecution, and his 43% 

share in Ukranafta was returned (Iwański, 2016). However, Kolomois’kyy contested his 

losses by refusing to issue chlorine from his Dniproazot concern – the only chlorine 

producing plant in Ukraine – to allow local authorities to treat water and make it safe for 

drinking (Kovensky, 2018a).  

Akhmetov maintained relations with Poroshenko to reconsolidate his business 

empire and keep his assets in the Donbas, should the Ukrainian army liberate the territory 

(Sokolov, 2017). Poroshenko made deals with other oligarchs to gain support in return for 
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preserving their interests (Liga.net, 2016a). Medvedchuk and Firtash have not been 

prosecuted even though they remain close to the Kremlin (Leshchenko, S, 2017; Koshkina, 

2015b), leading to questions about their relationship with Poroshenko and now Zelens’kyy. 

Although there is no conclusive evidence, Medvedchuk retains close ties to the Kremlin 

(Kanygin, 2018; LB.ua, 2017d), and having held direct meetings with Poroshenko in late 

2018 (Ukrainskaya Pravda, 2018b), it is possible Medvedchuk is a liason between Bankova 

and the Kremlin.  

During the Poroshenko era there were allegations of an agreement between the 

presidential administration and media channels to only mildly criticise Poroshenko, to 

maintain popular support (Kuznetsova, 2016). One interviewee stated that there is an 

agreement between the oligarchs and presidential administration for positive coverage397. 

Poroshenko looks to dominate the oligarchs (Grabovskiy, Serg 2018) using divide and rule 

tactics398.  

There are links between Poroshenko and Yanukovych and Yanukovych-era 

personnel re-appeared under Poroshenko. A close Yanukovych aide, Olexiy Takhtay, was an 

interior ministry secretary (Vygovskiy, 2017: 3). ICU is owned by Poroshenko confidante 

Paeniuk, and it helped Yanukovych launder $1.5 billion in 2014 (Kalenyuk et al. 2018). The 

money went into offshore companies owned by Kurchenko who was known as Yanukovych’s 

wallet (Sukhov, 2018h). The money was retrieved, although this was only ever stated with 

no evidence to back it up. It was confiscated by the Prosecutor General’s Office raising 

questions as to where it went (Kalenyuk et al. 2018). Kurchenko was involved in illegally 
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exporting coal from the LPR to Russia and then re-exporting it to Europe (Ukrainskaya 

Pravda, 2017b; Ekomicheskaya Pravda, 2016). As well as illicitly trading coal, Kurchenko also 

distributed prohibited petroleum exports from the LPR (Ekonomicheskaya Pravda, 2017b) 

and he has close links to Gazprom (Ekonomicheskaya Pravda, 2016). His company Gas-

Alliance based in Nizhniy Novgorod in Russia used metal from the LPR and exported it 

abroad (Ukrainksaya Pravda, 2017a). While Kurchenko and Gas-Alliance were sanctioned by 

America they remain off the Ukrainian sanctions list, pointing to close association with the 

Ukrainian government (Sorokin, 2018). Similarly, Zelens’kyy has brought in a number of 

Yanukovych-era personnel, pointing to a comeback for these groups (Sukhov, 2019b). 

Yanukovych allies secretly agreed not to work against Poroshenko in return for 

keeping their businesses (Sukhov, 2017e). For instance, Akhmetov and Poroshenko agreed 

that Akhmetov’s assets will not be touched and he will not be arrested (Grytsenko and 

Sukhov, 2016a). Poroshenko brought in the Rotterdam+ formula for pricing coal, which 

raised Akmetov’s fortune as a large part of his business is in coal (Sukhov, 2018i). With the 

reemployment of Yanukovych-era cadres and failure to prosecute other Yanukovych allies, 

links remain strong between the current and past regimes (Vygovskiy, 2017: 3; Kyiv Post, 

2018; Sukhov, 2017f; Kovensky, 2018c). Since the early 1990s, there has been an agreement 

between oligarchs that those in power can take the assets of others but they cannot be 

jailed However, Yanukovych broke this agreement by jailing Tymoshenko.  

Therefore, Poroshenko has not gone after former Yanukovych elites which would 

break the rules399 and jeopardise his position. The failure of Lutsenko to prosecute former 

Yanukovych allies, like Serhiy Klyuyev and former-leader of the Opposition Bloc Boyko, and 
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Firtash showed collusion (Sukhov, 2018g). As the case of Mykola Zlochevs’kyy highlights, 

Poroshenko worked with former Yanukovych allies (Sukhov, 2018e). 

Moldova also has competing clans which are fissiparous and constantly changing. 

There are only a small number of elites and they know each other400. The clans fight over 

revenue streams and state structures401. People who are presently in power did well in the 

1990s, shaping today’s rules402. Plahotniuc did not try to control everything, rather he 

influenced financial flows and controlled state institutions, which could limit his wealth403. 

Plahotniuc built his financial empire in the 1990s getting rich through shady business deals. 

With Plahotniuc fleeing Moldova in 2019 there is evidence Plahotniuc and Victor Guşan who 

owns the Sheriff business empire in Transnistria laundered money from their shared 

companies through Transnistria and Moldova into EU banks (Rise.md, 2019). 

During the 2000s, he was close to Voronin’s son, Oleg.404 The PCRM, under Voronin, 

constructed a system where a small group of political and business elites controlled most 

financial resources. Plahotniuc helped create this system using reiderstvo tactics to increase 

Voronin’s business portfolio. Businesses were blackmailed too and told to make a payment 

to be left alone or else the tax authorities would be called and the business closed405. After 
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becoming president in 2001, Voronin purchased a number of buildings and cars that cost 

more than his official salary and owned a bank, all of which he put in his wife’s name to 

avoid tax. His children, Oleg, Valentina, and Oleg’s wife Elena, all had property in their name 

and the state security services were used as bodyguards to protect these buildings (Codrean 

and Călugrăreanu, 2009). Voronin kept control because the PCRM was subservient to him 

and he used his control of the party to control the state (Nicolae, 2019). Voronin family 

members took over businesses using administrative tools like the tax authorities (Cozonac 

and Guja, 2005). Plahotniuc saw how Voronin put people he could manipulate in positions 

of power, giving Voronin control over the state406. Plahotniuc became one of the five 

“hunters” who went hunting with Voronin and his son, Oleg, and Plahotniuc was the main 

funder of the PCRM, known as Voronin’s “Wallet” (Cojocaru, 2019). Plahotniuc learnt during 

the 1990s and Voronin period. Igor Dodon also owes his political career to Voronin, who 

picked him as economics minister and deputy prime minister (Nicolae, 2019). 

As economic minister Dodon was in direct contact with Plahotniuc. Plahotniuc 

owned supermarkets and needed import licences, which Dodon gave him. The agreement 

gave Plahotniuc exclusive import rights in exchange for profit share with Dodon407. Another 

example is the Nobil Luxury Boutique Hotel in central Chișinău, which Plahotniuc bought for 

20% of its market value and Dodon as economy minister did not question408. There are 

questions regarding which offshore company bought Hotel Codru for €3.5 million, €16.5 

million below its market value (Basiul, 2016). The Cypriot company, Daranian Holdings, 
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transferred it to Finpar Invest who made a large profit. Finpar Invest is owned by Plahotniuc 

family members (Sanduța and Munteanu, 2015).  

After three years of acting presidents, Plahotniuc allegedly bribed Dodon and 

Zinaida Greceanîi to support Timofti to break the stalemate between the PCRM and the 

AEI409. In December 2011, Dodon stated he would not vote for Timofti, only to do the 

opposite in March 2012 (Alaiba, 2016b). Another example of the closeness of Plahotniuc 

and Dodon was Dodon’s statement he would stop PSRM deputies voting to keep Plahotniuc 

as parliamentary speaker, but Dodon was the only PSRM deputy to vote for Plahotniuc 

(Aliaba, 2016b). At the time of conducting interviews it appeared they were allies and 

Plahotniuc even funded Dodon’s 2016 presidential campaign410. Whereas other political 

parties, like the PCRM, PLM and PLDM lost parliamentarians to the PDM, Dodon’s PSRM was 

left alone (Alaiba, 2016c).  

Moldovan political parties have fluid memberships; people join and leave which 

Grigorița (2016) labels as “political tourism.” During the 2015-2016 protests, Filip passed 

reforms only because 26 parliamentarians from the PLDM and PCRM were paid six-figure 

sums to support the government (Grigorița, 2016). The PDM with Plahotniuc’s financial 

support successfully got parliamentarians to cross the floor411 and these tactics have existed 

since the early 1990s412.  
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Two interviewees claimed Plahotniuc bought parliamentarians, paying them to 

remain in their parties, vote for the PDM and weaken their parties413. He split the PCRM, 

seen by the payment to 14 PCRM delegates in 2015 to set-up the political party For Moldova 

to support the PDM (Jurnal.md, 2015b). Plahotniuc, through his munificence, controlled the 

judiciary, parliament, state structures (Gherasimov, 2017), the Prosecutor General’s Office 

(Alaiba, 2011), the economic and interior ministries and most judges in the constitutional 

court (Socor, 2016a; Jurnal.md, 2016d; 2016e), although this changed after he fled in 2019. 

Although Plahotniuc wrested control of the Prosecutor General’s Office before 2013, 

consolidation really began after Filat’s arrest.  

The Moldovan ‘War of the Roses’ was a confrontation between Plahotniuc and Filat 

for control of institutions (Popşoi, 2016d: 85; Litra, 2013: 5). Like the English War of the 

Roses the red rose won. In Moldova, the struggle ended when it was found that Filat made 

$250 million from the theft of the century banking scandal (Litra, 2015: 1) leaving him 

exposed. Filat and ally, Veaceslav Platon, were arrested, but Ilan Şor – the main protagonist 

– was not because of links to Plahotniuc414. 

In late 2017, President Dodon refused to appoint a new defence minister and he 

was suspended by the constitutional court (Popșoi, 2017b). This happened again in January 

2018, when the constitutional court stated Dodon was harming parliamentary sovereignty 

(Point.md, 2018a). In late 2018 it happened for the fifth time as Dodon refused to accept 

the appointment of two new ministers (Point.md, 2018b). It was an attempt by Dodon to 
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exert control in the run-up to the 2019 parliamentary elections, but in a system controlled 

by Plahotniuc (Popșoi, 2018a; Całus, 2016b), it failed.  

Legislation in late 2017 limited television media ownership to two channels 

creating a message to the EU that Plahotniuc was not a media tycoon (Jurnal.md, 2017d). 

Plahotniuc and ally, Oleg Cristal, set up a new company with Plahotniuc a minority 

shareholder allowing Plahotniuc to keep some control of Canal Two and Three while 

retaining full control of the popular Prime and Publika (NewsMaker, 2017b). Like 

Lukashenka, Poroshenko and Putin, Plahotniuc relied on people he could manipulate 

(Alaiba, 2016a). 

However, Plahotniuc’s consolidation of power and use of kompromat alienated 

other actors and forced the PSRM and the ACUM together to oust Plahotniuc in 2019. 

Plahotniuc used kompromat, such as posting sex tapes against opposition leaders 

(Nemtsova, 2019). During the 2017 protests a sex tape appeared of protest leader Natalia 

Morari with another woman (Nemtsova, 2017). This use of kompromat was used by 

Plahotniuc to blackmail others into supporting Plahotnic. However in 2019, Plahotniuc 

overstepped and used kompromat against Dodon to keep him in line (Gamova, 2019; 

Kommersant, 2019). This gave Dodon little alternative but to unite with ACUM and oust 

Plahotniuc. Like Yanukovych, Plahotniuc relied on thuggish practices, epitomised by the 

suspicious suicide of Yuriy Lunkash, as Lukash was a member of the Plahotniuc family – 

quite literally he was married to Plahotniuc’s sister – and knew where all the money was 

and his death protected the ill-gotten gains of Plahotniuc (Efremov, 2019). 
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7.5. Conclusion 

Internal networks are important places for authoritarian regimes to learn and 

preserve power. This was the argument in proposition three and as the four case studies 

show there is sufficient evidence to assert that this is the case. In Russia and Belarus, inner 

circles have mostly survived. Belarus is different, as Lukashenka’s patronage ensures loyalty, 

as he uses the carrot of positions in the state to retain loyalty. By contrast, the Kremlin relies 

on a small cadre of Putin allies who control state structures, thereby helping the regime 

maintain power.  

In Belarus and Russia, the presidential administrations are important as Lukashenka 

and Putin rely on KDB and FSB information for policy. Both try to scare Lukashenka and 

Putin to remain relevant. For Lukashenka, the security services are important as he gets his 

economic policy from them. The Russian Security Council allows Putin to hold surreptitious 

meetings and find solutions. Internal networks are useful for the Belarusian and Russian 

regimes to keep power. 

 

While, Moldovan and Ukrainian regimes attempt to place allies in control of state 

institutions for the same purpose they are competitive authoritarian regimes, so there is 

competition and regimes are less able to establish control as in Belarus and Russia. In 

Moldova and Ukraine internal networks are used by regimes to try to keep power, but these 

networks do not consist of just allies as in Belarus and Russia. In Moldova and Ukraine the 

political elite is relatively small, so regimes come and go, but people remain. This means 

that internal networks in Moldova and Ukraine are conducive to learning, as for instance 

Plahotniuc and Poroshenko have been in previous regimes and so pick-up lessons. 
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Therefore, while internal networks in Belarus and Russia are more about the preservation of 

control, in Moldova and Ukraine internal networks allow for attempted control and learning. 
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Chapter Eight: Conclusion 

“Autocrats Learn and Adjust415” 

8.1. Introduction 

Learning has become an issue worthy of study in understanding authoritarian 

regimes. Through learning and lesson-drawing these regimes protect themselves from 

democratisation pressures. Understanding how they defend themselves helps develop 

tactics to understand authoritarian regimes survival and how to counteract that endurance. 

I have shown – as the above quote argues – that authoritarian regimes learn and adjust.  

There are a number of factors making this thesis a significant contribution to 

existing literature. As the number of authoritarian regimes continues to increase – although 

that rise can decrease – understanding their survival – principally through learning – will 

better explain the nuances of their persistence. By analysing the post-Soviet region I provide 

valuable information on regime inter-connectedness, how lesson-drawing occurs, how 

engaged these regimes are with each other and in which institutions learning occurs.  

8.2. Research Findings 

Authoritarian learning was an understudied topic, but the topic was increasingly 

relevant, although existing literature remains limited. This work provides some findings that 

improve our understanding of authoritarian learning. However, there is a caveat as 

authoritarian regimes are relatively closed, compared to democratic regimes. Little 
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information permeates out, making it harder to locate definitive evidence that there are 

one-to-one meetings and what was said. However, there are some clear findings.  

8.2.1. Authoritarian Diffusion? 

Diffusion has been important to democratisation literature for a long time. 

Democratic ideas are diffused from one state to another. This helps democratise one 

country after another. The power of diffusion mechanisms in democratisation has been 

addressed many times.  

However, there has been limited investigation as to whether authoritarian regimes 

diffuse ideas between each other, or if authoritarian values are an alternative value system 

to democracy. There has only been a tentative analysis of authoritarian diffusion. Strang 

(1991: 325) defined diffusion as “any process where prior adoption or practice in a 

population alters the probability of adoption for remaining non-adopters.” What was shown 

here is that actors react to changes in other states. There are clear instances of learning and 

dialogue between regimes which points to something stronger than diffusion. Diffusion 

certainly plays a role and one interviewee was correct to state that “90% of what to do can 

be found on Google416.” Although diffusion is evident there is something stronger occurring. 

On the one hand, there is emulation, where regimes decide what to implement imitate one 

another and on the other hand, there is actual dialogue and sharing of best practices. 

As seen regimes in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine collude, so authoritarian 

emulation is important. There are likely processes of diffusion, but there is also a mix of 

dialogue and emulation. Certainly, our understanding of authoritarian diffusion has been 

                                                           
416

 Interview with Aleś Łahviniec – Freelance Political Analyst and former advisor to Alyaksandr Milinkevich, 
04/05/2017, Minsk. 
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expanded here, but more needs to be done to provide concrete evidence. Leaders in one 

authoritarian regime look to policies to emulate or copy.  

8.2.2. Learning is not just Democratic 

Authoritarian learning remains under-theorised. There have been notable 

exceptions, but only a few studies attempt to conceptualise and theorise authoritarian 

learning. Using literature on learning I combined theories of experiential and social learning 

to understand how authoritarian regimes learn. I addressed policy transfer, diffusion, 

linkage and leverage and lesson-drawing to explain authoritarian learning. By analysing 

these literatures I provide a theoretical basis for authoritarian learning.  

Authoritarian and democratic learning are actually similar and comparable 

processes. However, their aims are vastly different. Although it may seem obvious, 

authoritarian regimes learn for one main aim, to stay in power at all costs. Therefore, they 

constantly learn and adapt, as well as collaborating with one another to stay in power. 

8.2.3. Authoritarian Interlinkage 

Using the four case studies of Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine I showed elite 

interlinkage. I analysed post-Soviet regional organisations, like the CIS, CSTO, EAEU, SCO, 

GUAM and the Union State. Meetings of these regional organisations provide a perfect 

opportunity to discuss pressing issues. These organisations offer meeting venues, allowing 

regimes to share best practices, and they provide training exercises to gauge which tactics 

are most effective for a particular issue. These organisations offer legislative harmonisation 

and meeting venues for inter-departmental commissions, meaning that learning is across 

regimes. 
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Authoritarian learning is often not at the level of the presidency, but at lower levels 

and in state structures like presidential administrations and the security services. Interior 

ministries and Security Councils are also important areas for learning from external and 

internal examples. Ambassadors also were a further example of learning and they are an 

important source of bolstering for other regimes, particularly in the case of Russian 

ambassadors. By analysing interlinkage between the four case studies I showed learning.  

8.2.4. Intra-state Learning  

Existing literature has concentrated on the inter-state level, by analysing 

interactions between authoritarian regimes. However, this misses a key aspect of 

authoritarian learning, which is the intra-state level. By analysing intra-state level learning in 

Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine I showed that there is significant inter-linkage 

between groups and a clear opportunity for learning.  

Many people in the Kremlin have been close to Putin since the Soviet days, or in 

the 1990s in St. Petersburg. In Moldova, Plahotniuc worked with members of the PCRM 

before bankrolling the PDM and taking a nominally pro-European stance. The same is true 

of Ukraine, where Poroshenko has been in politics since the 1990s. Elite interlinkage in the 

four cases means they all know each other, learn from each other and are concerned with 

protecting their own power and that of their allies. In regards to Moldova and Ukraine, this 

has been detrimental to their democratisation and is one reason the Belarusian and Russian 

regimes are consolidated. To get understand authoritarian learning we must understand the 

internal as well as the external. 
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8.2.5. Success is as Important as Failure 

Learning from failure has received much analysis, which is understandable. It is 

easier to see failure. As authoritarian regimes do not provide many opportunities for the 

public to replace them non-violently, the demise of authoritarian regimes is often brutal. 

Naturally, other authoritarian regimes do not want to share that fate, so they develop 

practices to counter protests. Learning from success is harder to measure, but it is relevant. 

Internal sources are the main source of learning from success. For example, Plahotniuc and 

Poroshenko learnt from internal success from previous regimes to control power in the 

present. Success is hard to measure but it is just as relevant to authoritarian learning as 

failure. 

8.2.6. The Internal is as Relevant to Authoritarian Learning as the External 

Although the existing literature has concentrated on the external aspects of 

authoritarian learning, I showed that the internal is crucial for understanding authoritarian 

learning. This is particularly the case for Moldova and Ukraine, as elites in these regimes 

have worked in past regimes and learn from previous periods, as well as maintaining 

contacts that help preserve power and induce learning.  

In Belarus and Russia allies are put in positions of power to maintain control. This 

does not necessarily induce learning from internal sources, but as the Belarusian and 

Russian authorities are constantly looking to adapt and maintain control, learning from 

internal examples is important. Therefore, all four case studies show that internal sources of 

learning are as important as external examples. 
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8.3. Investigating the Propositions and Research Questions 

There were six propositions and eight research questions and. I shall address the 

propositions before analysing the research questions to ascertain if they have been 

answered. The propositions are investigated below: 

Proposition 1 – Authoritarian learning differs from democratic learning because 

authoritarian learning is especially concerned with learning from external and internal 

examples to increase the chances of survival for an authoritarian regime, by providing a 

full palette of survival practices: Authoritarian regimes are concerned with control and see 

threats in independent structures. Therefore, they constantly analyse external and internal 

examples to learn from them and ensure their continued survival. Authoritarian regimes 

develop a full palette of survival practices. Belarus and Russia are particularly adept at this. 

By contrast, Moldova and Ukraine as competitive authoritarian regimes look to learn, but do 

not have the capacity to perfect a full palette of survival practices. 

Proposition 2 – Authoritarian learning has a flattened hierarchy and network, with 

authoritarian regimes learning from one another, rather than a hegemon dispensing 

lessons or an authoritarian gravity centre: External networks between authoritarian 

regimes are flatter than previously considered in the existing literature. Of course, Russia as 

the regional hegemon plays the role of main protagonist, but this detracts from the 

evidence that the Kremlin learns from the examples of others. This is particularly the case 

for Belarus, but also Moldova and Ukraine. The idea of the authoritarian gravity centre, 

while a good model, does not provide the nuances that the four case studies have shown 

about authoritarian learning. 
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Proposition 3 - Internal networks are useful for learning and for preserving authoritarian 

regimes: Internal networks are particularly important for explaining learning in Moldova and 

Ukraine, where elites have been in previous regimes and due to the small size of each elite 

they know one another, thereby helping learning processes. By contrast, in Belarus and 

Russia internal networks are more about preserving the regimes, as Lukashenka and Putin 

place allies in position of power to maintain control. Regimes in Moldova and Ukraine do 

the same, but because of the competitive nature of these regimes they are less able to keep 

power. 

Proposition 4 – Both success and failure are equally important arenas for learning for 

authoritarian regimes as each other: Learning from success and failure are both equally 

important. However, examples of learning from failure are easier to see than those of 

success.  

Proposition 5 – Authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from internal examples as 

external examples: Authoritarian regimes are just as likely to learn from the internal as the 

external. While, the reaction may be quicker during times of external failure, the internal is 

important as regimes see what worked or failed in the past in their own countries. 

Proposition 6 – Authoritarian regimes learn to provide a fuller palette of survival practices 

than just relying on repressive techniques: As seen in chapter one all four case studies co-

opt and legitimate. Of course, repression remains important, but this is not the main tool 

used. All four regimes try to develop a full palette of survival strategies that is not just 

repressive. 

By contrast, the research questions are listed below.  
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How is authoritarian learning different from democratic learning: Authoritarian and 

democratic learning are not different in terms of theoretical background, but their aims are 

radically different. The ultimate aim of any authoritarian leader is to stay in power. This 

makes authoritarian learning distinct from its democratic equivalent.  

Do authoritarian regimes collaborate, support, engage in dialogue and learn from each 

other: There is comprehensive evidence authoritarian regimes collaborate, support, engage 

in dialogue and learn from each other. There is clear evidence learning occurs. One need 

only look at clear interlinkages between the four cases addressed in chapter six.  

What specific circumstances exist for an authoritarian regime to support others: 

Understanding the specific circumstances of authoritarian regimes collaboration is hard to 

measure. However, ultimately it is to stave off power loss in one regime that could lead to 

destabilisation in others. An example is the economic collaboration between EAEU members 

to maintain regional stability. When one authoritarian regime is threatened, others 

collaborate to stabilise the situation, fearing they could be next.  

Did the other case regimes react to democratic revolutions (such as the Colour 

Revolutions, Arab Spring and Euromaidan), like Russia did? Why and when do these 

regimes collaborate, support, talk and learn from one another: There is evidence that the 

Belarusian regime reacted in the same way to the Kremlin. Yanukovych also drew lessons 

from the Orange Revolution when he became president in 2010. There is less available data 

that Moldovan regimes learnt, although it is likely they did. Plahoniuc drew lessons from the 

2009, 2015-2016 and 2017 protests in Moldova so it is likely that he draw lessons from 

other protests. 
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Does the regional hegemon diffuse learning to others, or can other regimes diffuse 

methods to the hegemon: There is evidence that the regional hegemon plays an important 

role, but is not the sole dispenser of learning to others. For instance, limitations on Western 

funding of NGOS were first begun in Belarus. As Belarus and Russia, especially, have inter-

governmental collaboration it is likely the Kremlin takes many lessons from the Belarusian 

regime. Evidence on this is incomplete, however, there is evidence that Russia as the post-

Soviet regional hegemon is not the main learner and then dispenses lessons to other post-

Soviet regimes.  

How can deliberate support for democracy prevention be distinguished from general 

authoritarian collaboration: Democracy prevention is part of the wider authoritarian 

learning palette. There are instances, like the collaboration of regional organisations which 

point to learning to undermine democracy promotion.  

What tactics or methods do these regimes copy from each other: Extensively tracing 

copying between regimes is outside the remit here. However, there are a number of copied 

practices. As ideas and best practices are shared and legislation harmonised, there is a wide 

range of possible areas, tactics and methods that are shared. This is seen in NGO laws that 

were passed in Belarus and Russia and appeared in Ukraine. Media legislation that came 

into effect in Moldova resembles existing laws in Belarus and Russia. With dialogue, 

legislation harmonisation and meetings regionally much in the four states is likely copied.  

Why do authoritarian regimes copy each other: Authoritarian regimes copy one another to 

survive. Belarus and Russia engage in plenty of copying, and even in Moldova and Ukraine 

much copying occurs particularly from the Kremlin through emulation.  
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8.4. Areas for Future Research 

There are a number of areas requiring further research to better understand 

authoritarian learning. I have shown that authoritarian regimes not only infer and diffuse 

ideas, but dialogue and direct learning occurs. However, this may only be true of the post-

Soviet space, and so analysis of other regions needs to be made. Case-specific analyses 

should provide clearer investigation. This is difficult – analysing authoritarian regimes always 

is – but there are methods analysed in chapter three, which are useful for increasing our 

understanding of authoritarian learning.  

Learning from success and internal learning remain understudied. Existing 

literature has largely focused on the inter-state level and on failure. However, two key areas 

of authoritarian learning are missed. I have addressed these, but further in-depth analysis is 

needed.  

More work could be done on understanding if the regional hegemon is significant 

to authoritarian learning. I have shown that in the post-Soviet space the regional hegemon, 

Russia, does not just teach, but also learns. Investigation of other global regions, like South 

America or East Asia could shed further light on the role of regional hegemons in 

authoritarian learning. 

Determining how we see successful learning and understanding when authoritarian 

learning is more likely to occur are areas that need further analysis. Ascertaining what 

events are likely to lead to learning would help improve our existing understanding of 

authoritarian learning. Do authoritarian regimes only learn when they feel threatened? I 

have established that they learn from success, but this is not the same as discovering if they 

learn only when they feel threatened and what the threat levels are.  
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In regards to the post-Soviet region, Russia dominates. This is understandable but it 

would be intriguing to determine the role of other regimes in authoritarian learning without 

analysing Russia. I (2017b) pointed to Belarus as an example of an authoritarian regime 

learning, which others copy, and I have addressed the likelihood that Moldova and Ukraine 

do not require the example of Russia, but maybe by investigating the South Caucasus or 

Central Asia the focus could shift from Russia to ascertain the effect of other authoritarian 

regimes on authoritarian consolidation.  

8.5. Policy Implications and Recommendations 

Having addressed the theoretical and academic implications there are a number of 

policy relevant suggestions to be addressed. Authoritarian regimes are not only surviving 

but their numbers are increasing. While, Western efforts at democratisation have been 

dominant since the end of the Cold War there is a growing push-back against through 

bolstering between authoritarian regimes. Learning is a key part of the authoritarian arsenal 

to protect against democratisation.  

With the increase in the number of authoritarian regimes democracy is no longer 

the only-game-in-town. As authoritarian regimes learn to survive and collaborate they 

become role-models for others to drop attempted democratisation, or backslide on reforms 

to consolidate power. Ideas diffuse both ways, so democratic values are not the only criteria 

that may spread.  

This puts pressure on the West and the promotion of democratisation and market 

liberal values. The authoritarian model creates a zero-sum game reminiscent of the Cold 

War where the West – fearful of Communism – was less concerned with promoting its 

values. With the West reneging on democratic promotion, its values are weakened. For 
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example, fearing that EU prospective and even current members may backslide, and ally 

with third states, Brussels is less concerned with maintaining its values than protecting its 

geopolitical influence.  

With authoritarian regime learning regimes can keep power and prevent Western 

pressure to democratise. In regards to the post-Soviet region, EU policy has become 

ineffective in modernising these states. Through collaboration and emulation, authoritarian 

regimes protect themselves from external pressures. This affects the EU’s ability to compel 

these states to democratise.  

The EU has faced a decade of crisis. With growing competition from Russia, it needs 

a success story. Therefore, the EU is unlikely to push reforms for fear of losing two potential 

success stories in Moldova and Ukraine. Although the conflict in Ukraine makes it certain 

Bankova will not re-align with the Kremlin, greater EU pressure could lead to balancing 

between Russia and the West. The same is true in Moldova. 

Authoritarian learning provides the West with many challenges. As the closest 

neighbour to the four cases, there are a number of tools the EU could use to get back on 

track. Russia’s sponsored conflict in Ukraine and wider interference in the EU should be 

counteracted. This can be done through a Russian language media channel to counter 

Russian propaganda and strengthen EU support in Eastern Europe. There are services that 

exist currently like Deutsche Welle, the BBC and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty which all 

offer Russian language services, however, the EU  has left this task to Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty and the Voice of America’s new Russian language television channel, 

Current Time. A more proactive stance from the EU is necessary.  
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The EU should continue its policy of democratisation in the post-Soviet region. It 

will be contested but so be it. Promoting civil society and media is not intervention in the 

internal affairs of a state. That is an argument by regimes afraid of competition. 

Democratisation efforts may not weaken regimes – in say Belarus and Russia – but they will 

show that the EU believes its proclaimed values.  

Another option is to stop treating the regimes and people as the same. Young 

people from Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine should have greater opportunity to travel 

and study in Europe. Visa costs could be reduced and scholarships given to allow more to 

come and live – for a short period – in EU countries. This will not necessarily make them 

pro-European, but it would give them experience of what life is like outside the four 

countries and increase linkages between them and EU states.  

Programmes to train youth activists and future politicians should be increased. This 

can be done by creating more youth parliaments in Brussels or Warsaw or Vilnius to train 

aspirant politicians in democratic politics and good governance. This would allow them to 

return to Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine to use skills developed abroad domestically. 

The EU should provide assistance to civil society groups and activists either through short 

courses or in supporting their work at home.  

The EU should stop worrying about losing Moldova and Ukraine. For an 

organisation that has had a decade of failure, losing two signatories to its Association 

Agreement could be construed as failure. However, the EU must uphold its values. This 

involves pressurising incumbent governments to continue reforms. Monetary support 

should be made dependent on modernisation. Backsliding will lead to the withdrawal of 

financial support.  
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The EU may lose Moldova. Moldovan public opinion has turned towards Russia. 

However, it is unlikely any pro-Russian government could consolidate power before the 

pendulum swings back. Eventually a Moldovan regime – in a more pro-European guise – 

would reintegrate. The Ukrainian authorities have limited options. The EU still remains the 

choice of most Ukrainians. An attempt to renege on the Association Agreement, especially a 

clear pro-Russian stance, would lead to new protests.  

The EU should state unequivocally that membership will happen if required reforms 

are made. This would not only give Moldova and Ukraine, but also Georgia and possibly 

Armenia incentives to modernise and acquire EU membership. It would concentrate minds 

and provide an end game that the Association Agreement has not given.  

Authoritarian learning and the consolidation and collaboration of authoritarian 

regimes are here to stay. The West should accept this and stand up for its values. By 

developing civil society, media and alternative politicians the West can show it stands by 

these values. Authoritarian regimes cannot be beaten into submission. However, a staunch 

defence of Western values acts as a beacon for those who believe in them in the post-Soviet 

region. This is the only way to counteract growing authoritarianism. The people of Belarus, 

Moldova, Russia and Ukraine deserve that alternative in the battle for hearts and minds.  
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Appendix One: List of Interviewees 

Combined Cases 

Chenoweth, Eric (Belarus and Russia) – Co-Director of the Institue for Democracy in Eastern 

Europe (IDEE).  

Dyner, Anna Maria (Belarus and Russia) – Head of the Eastern European Programme at the 

Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 17/05/2017, Warsaw.  

Gerasmychuk, Sergiy (Moldova and Ukraine) – Foreign Policy Council “Ukrainian Prism”, 

09/09/2017, Skype.  

Jarábik, Balázs (Belarus and Ukraine) – Non-Resident Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, 21/11/2016, Skype.  

Konończuk, Wojciech (Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine) – Head of the Department for 

Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia (OSW), 

19/09/2016, Skype. 

Marples, David R (Belarus, Russia and Ukraine) – Professor at the University of Alberta, 

12/09/2017, Skype.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (Belarus and Ukraine) (1) – 21/11/2016. 

Belarus 

Aleshka, Alyaksandr – Researcher at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies, 

17/08/2016, Skype. 

Astapenia, Ryhor – Analyst at the Ostrogorski Centre, 03/05/2017, Minsk. 
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Čajčyc, Aleś – Member of the Rada of the Belarusian Democratic Republic, blogger at Radio 

Svoboda, 29/08/2016, Skype.  

Charnysh, Volha – Regular contributor to Belarus Digest, 26/08/2016, Skype.  

Forbrig, Joerg – Director, Fund for Belarus Democracy at the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States, 16/09/2016, Skype.  

Herasimenka, Aleś – Specialist on the Belarusian Internet and media, 19/08/2016, London. 

Karbalevich, Valery – Expert at the Analytical Centre “Strategy”, 31/08/2017, 

correspondence via email.  

Kavaleuski, Valery – Consultant at the World Bank and Country Analyst Consultant at 

Freedom House, 02/08/2016, Skype.  

Kazakevič, Andrej – Director of the Institute “Political Sphere”, 26/08/2016, Skype.  

Komlach, Serge – Project Coordinator at European Radio for Belarus (Euroradio), 

22/08/2016, Skype.  

Kulakevich, Tatsiana – Regular contributor to Belarus Digest, 26/08/2016, Skype.  

Lastouski, Alyaksei – Analyst at the Institute “Political Sphere”, 08/12/2016, Minsk. 

Łahviniec, Aleś – Freelance Political Analyst and former advisor to Alyaksandr Milinkevich, 

04/05/2017, Minsk. 

Marin, Anaïs – Adjunct Professor at Collegium Civitas, 18/05/2017, Warsaw.  

Melyantsou, Dzianis – Senior Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies and Co-

ordinator at the Minsk Track-II Initiative, 04/05/2017, Minsk. 
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Mickievich, Zmicier – Blogger at the Belarus Security Blog and editor-in-chief of ‘Varta’ 

Magazine, 05/05/2017, Minsk.  

Nazarenka, Artsiom – Lecturer at the Belarusian State University (BSU), 07/12/2016, Minsk.  

Papko, Alyaksandr – Analyst at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies, 08/08/2016, 

Warsaw. 

Pikulik, Alexei – Academic Director at the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies and 

Professor at the European University of St. Petersburg, 12/12/2016, Minsk.  

Preiherman, Yauheni – Head of the Minsk Tack II Initiative, Head of the Liberal Club in 

Minsk, 18/08/2016, Coventry. 

Shadursky, Viktor – Dean of the Faculty of International Relations at the Belarusian State 

University (BSU), 03/05/2017, Minsk.  

Shraibman, Artyom – Journalist at TUT.by, 11/12/2016, Minsk. 

Smok, Vadzim – Project Coordinator at the Ostrogorski Centre and Research Fellow at the 

Institute “Political Sphere”, 25/08/2016, Skype.  

Usov, Pavel – Head of the Centre for Political Analysis and Prognosis, 19/12/2016, Warsaw.  

Yahorau, Andrei – Director for the Centre for European Transformation and Researcher at 

the Institute “Political Sphere”, 23/08/2016, Skype.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (1) – 27/11/2016.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (2) – 29/01/2018. 
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Moldova 

Alaiba, Dumitru – Programme Director at the Centre for Policies and Reforms Moldova (CPR) 

and currently Parliamentarian in the ACUM coalition, 14/07/2017, Skype. 

Całus, Kamil – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia 

(OSW), 18/05/2017, Warsaw.  

Cibotaru Viorel – President of the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova and Executive 

Director for the European Institute for Political Science, 11/11/2016, Chișinău.  

Manole, Ion – Director at Promo-LEX, 12/07/2017, Skype.  

Mazureanu, Mark – Researcher at Universität Mannheim and Lecturer at Rutgers University, 

14/04/2017, Chișinău. 

Popșoi, Mihai – Blogger at www.moldovanpolitics.com and Vice-President of the Party of 

Action and Solidarity (PAS), 25/11/2016, Skype.  

Vardanean, Ernest – Lecturer at Moldova State University (MSU), 10/09/2017, Skype.  

Vieru, Vadim – Lawyer at Promo-Lex, 18/04/2017, Chișinău. 

Interviewee requested anonymity (1) – 09/11/2016.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (2) – 20/04/2017.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (3) – 17/05/2017.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (4) – 11/07/2017. 

 

http://www.moldovanpolitics.com/
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Russia 

Arbatli, Ekim – Assistant Professor at the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics (HSE), Moscow, 05/04/2017, Moscow.  

Arutunyan Anna – Senior Analyst at the International Crisis Group. Former Journalist at RIA 

Novosti. Author of the Media in Russia and The Putin Mystique, 11/09/2016, Prague.  

Balayan, Alexander – Associate Professor at the National Research University Higher School 

of Economics (HSE), St. Petersburg, 25/10/2016, St. Petersburg.  

Bennets, Marc – Former Journalist at RIA Novosti and author of the I’m Going to Ruin Their 

Lives, 03/11/2016, Moscow. 

Bobrovskaya, Ekaterina – Lecturer at Lomonosov Moscow State University, 01/11/2016, 

Moscow. 

Fishman, Mikhail – Editor at the Moscow Times, 03/11/2016, Moscow. 

Gel’man, Vladimir – Professor at the University of Helsinki and the European University of 

St. Petersburg, 17/08/2016, Skype.  

Goble, Paul A – Professor at Institute of World Politics, 22/08/2016, Skype. 

Goncharov, Dmitry V – Professor at the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics (HSE), St. Petersburg, 06/09/2016, Prague.  

Grigorev, Ivan – Senior Lecturer at the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics (HSE), St. Petersburg, 24/10/2016, St. Petersburg.  
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Kabanov, Yury – Lecturer at the National Research University Higher School of Economics 

(HSE), St. Petersburg, 24/10/2016, St. Petersburg. 

Kirilenko, Anastasia – Investigative Journalist and director of the film Who is Mr. Putin?, 

23/11/2017, Skype.  

Kolesnikov, Andrei – Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 08/08/2016, 

correspondence via email.  

Kosinskaya, Anna – BBC Russian Service Journalist and co-founder of the magazine Bumaga, 

10/01/2017, London (Now at Yandex in Moscow). 

Lipman, Maria – Editor-in-chief of the Counterpoint Journal, 01/11/2016, Moscow. 

Melville, Andrei – Professor at the National Research University Higher School of Economics 

(HSE) and Member of the HSE Academic Council, Moscow, 31/10/2016, Moscow.  

Petrov, Nikolay – Professor at the National Research University Higher School of Economics 

(HSE), Moscow, 01/11/2016, Moscow.  

Rochlitz, Michael – Assistant Professor at the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics (HSE), Moscow, 08/11/2016, Moscow (since the interview Michael at the Ludwig 

Maximilians Universität München and now Professor of Economics at Universität Bremen).  

Shul’man, Ekaterina – Associate Professor and Docent at the Institute of Social Sciences at 

the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA), 

04/11/2016, Moscow.  

Sobolyeva, Irina V – Lecturer at Columbia University, 01/11/2016, Skype.  
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Trudolyubov, Maxim – Editor-at-large for Vedomosti and Senior Fellow at the Kennan 

Institute, 05/04/2017, Skype. 

Volkov, Denis – Analyst at the Levada Centre, 02/11/2016, Moscow.  

Zavadskaya, Margarita – Research Fellow at the European University of St. Petersburg, 

25/10/2016, St. Petersburg.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (1) – 07/11/2016.  

Ukraine 

Chervonenko, Vitaly – Journalist at the BBC Ukrainian Service, 01/07/2017, correspondence 

via email.  

Eristavi, Maxim – Non-Resident Fellow at the Atlantic Council and co-founder of Hromadske 

TV, 16/11/2016, Kyiv. 

Grytsenko, Oksana – Journalist at the Kyiv Post, 18/11/2016, Kyiv. 

Haran, Olexeiy – Professor at the Kyiv-Myhola Academy, 16/11/2016, Kyiv. 

Iwański, Tadeusz – Research Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia 

(OSW), 18/05/2017, Warsaw. 

Koshiw, Isobel – Freelance journalist and former journalist at the Kyiv Post, 18/11/2016, 

Kyiv. 

Kudelia, Serhiy – Assistant Professor of Political Science at Baylor University, 23/08/2016, 

Skype.  
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Piechal, Tomasz – Junior Fellow at the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia 

(OSW), 20/12/2016, Warsaw.  

Shevchuk, Tetiana – Lawyer at the Anti-Corruption Centre (TSPK), 06/12/2016, Skype.  

Sukhov, Oleg – Journalist at the Kyiv Post, 22/04/2017, Kyiv.  

Taranyuk, Irena – Journalist at the BBC Ukraine Service, 30/08/2016, London. 

Umland, Andreas – Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, 

23/08/2016, Skype.  

Wynnyckyj, Mychailo – Associate Professor at the Kyiv-Myhola Academy, 18/11/2016, Kyiv.  

Yermolenko, Volodymyr – Director of Internews Ukraine, 26/04/2017, Kyiv. 

Zelenko, Galyna – Professor at the I. F. Kuras Institute of Political and Ethnic Studies at the 

Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 25/04/2017, Kyiv.  

Interviewee requested anonymity (1) – 24/04/2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

382 
 

Bibliography 

112.ua. 2016. “Poroshenko podpisal dogovor o peredache doli Roshen v “slepoi trast” i 

nameren prodat’ bank.” [“Poroshenko signed an agreement to transfer the shares of 

Roshen to a “blind trust” and intends to sell the bank.”] January 14, 2016. Accessed 

from the 112.ua Website, March 27, 2018. https://112.ua/glavnye-

novosti/poroshenko-zayavlyaet-chto-podpisal-dogovor-o-peredache-doli-roshen-v-

slepoy-trast-285022.html. 

A-TV.md. 2017. “Grechanii: Agreement on cooperation between the PSRM and United 

Russia will help strengthen friendship between both countries.” June 9, 2017. 

Accessed from the A-TV.md Website, January 14, 2018. http://a-

tv.md/eng/index.php?newsid=31598.  

Abubakr Buera, Anas. 2015. “Libya’s Arab Spring.” In Routledge the Handbook of the Arab 

Spring: Rethinking Democratization edited by Larbi Sadiki. London and New York: 

Routledge: 105-117.  

Ackles, Devin. 2017. “We are not parasites: Understanding Belarus’s protests.” March 23, 

2017. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, February 5, 2018. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/devin-ackles/understanding-belarus-s-

protests.  

Adashkevich, Nikolai. 2016. “Kak priumnozhayut svoe sostoyanie v Belarusi rossiyskie 

bogachi?” [“How do wealthy Russians increase their wealth in Belarus?”] Accessed 

from the Zautra.by Website, July 23, 2018. 

http://www.zautra.by/art.php?sn_nid=21150.  

https://112.ua/glavnye-novosti/poroshenko-zayavlyaet-chto-podpisal-dogovor-o-peredache-doli-roshen-v-slepoy-trast-285022.html
https://112.ua/glavnye-novosti/poroshenko-zayavlyaet-chto-podpisal-dogovor-o-peredache-doli-roshen-v-slepoy-trast-285022.html
https://112.ua/glavnye-novosti/poroshenko-zayavlyaet-chto-podpisal-dogovor-o-peredache-doli-roshen-v-slepoy-trast-285022.html
http://a-tv.md/eng/index.php?newsid=31598
http://a-tv.md/eng/index.php?newsid=31598
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/devin-ackles/understanding-belarus-s-protests
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/devin-ackles/understanding-belarus-s-protests
http://www.zautra.by/art.php?sn_nid=21150


 

383 
 

Adler, Emanuel. 2008. “The Spread of Security Communities: Communities of Practice, Self-

Restraint, and NATO’s Post Cold War Transformation.” European Journal of 

International Relations. 14 (2): 195-230. 

 AFN.by. 2011. “Lukashenko gotovitsya k otrazheniyu “arabskoi vesny.”” [“Lukashenko 

Prepares to Reflect on the “Arab Spring.”” July 11, 2011. Accessed from the INSOMI.ru 

Website, August 10, 2019. https://inosmi.ru/belorussia/20111107/177237250.html. 

Ahlberg, Kari. 2017. “V Natsional’noi gvardii bol’she lyudei, chem v sukhoputnykh voiskakh: 

o printsipakh raboty lichnoi armii Putina.” [“There are more people in the National 

Guard than in the Army: on the principles of the work of Putin’s personal army.”] 

November 20, 2017. Accessed from the Insomi.ru Website, January 13, 2019. 

https://inosmi.ru/social/20171120/240794481.html.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2011. “Procuratura, B*ead*!” [“Prosecutor’s Office, B*ead*!”] November 

10, 2011. Accessed from the personal blog of Dumitru Alaiba, February 14, 2018. 

https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/procuratura-bead/.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2016a. “Do what you must, just don’t call this Government “pro-

European.”” January 24, 2016. Accessed from the personal blog of Dumitru Alaiba, 

December 2, 2018. https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/01/24/do-what-you-must-

just-dont-call-this-government-pro-european/.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2016b. “La ce e gata Igor Dodon, doar să devină preșidente.” [“What is Igor 

Dodon ready for, just to become president?”] November 3, 2016. Accessed from the 

personal blog of Dumitru Alaiba, February 14, 2018. 

https://inosmi.ru/belorussia/20111107/177237250.html
https://inosmi.ru/social/20171120/240794481.html
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/procuratura-bead/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/01/24/do-what-you-must-just-dont-call-this-government-pro-european/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/01/24/do-what-you-must-just-dont-call-this-government-pro-european/


 

384 
 

https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/11/03/la-ce-e-gata-igor-dodon-doar-sa-devina-

presedinte/.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2016c. “Întrebări pe care le-aș adresa lui Igor Dodon (și nu m-aș lăsa pănă 

nu am un răspuns satisfăcător.”) [“Questions I would like to address to Igor Dodon 

(and I would not leave until I have a satisfactory answer.”)] August 30, 2016. Accessed 

from the personal blog of Dumitru Alaiba, February 14, 2018. 

https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/08/30/intrebari-pe-care-le-as-adresa-lui-igor-

dodon-si-nu-m-as-lasa-pana-nu-am-un-raspuns-satisfacator/.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2017. “Sistemul mixt este… așa o campanie contra sistemului electoral 

mixt.” [“The mixed system is…a campaign against the mixed electoral system.”] 

August 7, 2017. Accessed from the personal blog of Dumitru Alaiba, December 2, 

2018. https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/sistemul-mixt-este-asa-o-campanie-

contra-sistemului-electoral-mixt/.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2018a. “Could an Oligarch Build a Democracy in Moldova?” May 28, 2018. 

Accessed from the German Marshall Fund of the United States Website, December 2, 

2018. http://www.gmfus.org/blog/2018/05/28/could-oligarch-build-democracy-

moldova.  

Alaiba, Dumitru, 2018b. “Democracy Is Under Major Attack in Moldova. Is Anyone Paying 

Attention?” June 26, 2018. Accessed from the Atlantic Council Website, December 2, 

2018. http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/democracy-is-under-major-

attack-in-moldova-is-anyone-paying-attention. 

https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/11/03/la-ce-e-gata-igor-dodon-doar-sa-devina-presedinte/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/11/03/la-ce-e-gata-igor-dodon-doar-sa-devina-presedinte/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/08/30/intrebari-pe-care-le-as-adresa-lui-igor-dodon-si-nu-m-as-lasa-pana-nu-am-un-raspuns-satisfacator/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2016/08/30/intrebari-pe-care-le-as-adresa-lui-igor-dodon-si-nu-m-as-lasa-pana-nu-am-un-raspuns-satisfacator/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/sistemul-mixt-este-asa-o-campanie-contra-sistemului-electoral-mixt/
https://alaiba.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/sistemul-mixt-este-asa-o-campanie-contra-sistemului-electoral-mixt/
http://www.gmfus.org/blog/2018/05/28/could-oligarch-build-democracy-moldova
http://www.gmfus.org/blog/2018/05/28/could-oligarch-build-democracy-moldova
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/democracy-is-under-major-attack-in-moldova-is-anyone-paying-attention
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/democracy-is-under-major-attack-in-moldova-is-anyone-paying-attention


 

385 
 

Al’bats, Evgeniya and Ermolin, Anatoliy. 2011. “Korporatsiya Rossiya.”[“Corporation 

Russia.”] The New Times. Number 36. October 31, 2011: 4-13. 

Alekhina, Margarita. 2016. ““Laiki – khleb dlya tsentra “E.”” [““Laika bread for Centre “E.””] 

Novaya Gazeta. Number 121. October 28, 2016: 15. 

Alekseeva, Dariya. 2019. “Vlasti Moldovy razreshili deputatem i chinovnikam ezdit’ v 

Rossiyu.” [“Moldovan authorities allowed deputies and officials to travel to Russia.”] 

July 29, 2019. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 28, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-moldovy-razreshili-deputatam-i-

chinovnikam-ezdit-v-rossiyu-45299. 

Alekseeva, Tat’yana. 2017. “Sobchak – kremlevskiy kandidat.” [“Sobchak is a Kremlin 

candidate.”] December 13, 2017. Accessed from the Russkiy Monitor Website, 

February 27, 2018. https://rusmonitor.com/sobchak-kremlevskijj-kandidat.html. 

Aliaksandrau, Andrei. 2013. “Belarus: Pulling the Plug.” Accessed from the Index on 

Censorship Website, June 15, 2016. https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/01/IDX_Belarus_ENG_WebRes.pdf.  

Allison, Roy. 2013. Russia. The West, and Military Intervention. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press.  

Amambaeva, Evgeniya. 2004. “Tochka zreniya. Yuri Zubakov: “Rossiya ostaetsya glavnym 

torgovym partnerom Moldovy i ee osnovnym kreditorom.” [“Point of view. Yuri 

Zubakov: “Russia remains Moldova’s main trading partner and its main creditor.”] 

Logos-Press. Number 5. February 13, 2004: 16.  

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2007. “Insulating Russia from a Colour Revolution: How the Kremlin 

Resists Regional Democratic Trends.” Democratization. 14 (2): 232-252. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-moldovy-razreshili-deputatam-i-chinovnikam-ezdit-v-rossiyu-45299
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-moldovy-razreshili-deputatam-i-chinovnikam-ezdit-v-rossiyu-45299
https://rusmonitor.com/sobchak-kremlevskijj-kandidat.html
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/IDX_Belarus_ENG_WebRes.pdf
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/IDX_Belarus_ENG_WebRes.pdf


 

386 
 

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2009. Authoritarian Backlash: Russian Resistance to Democratization in 

the Former Soviet Union. Farnham and Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing.  

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2010. “Constructing a Framework of Authoritarian Diffusion: Concepts, 

Dynamics, and Future Research.” International Studies Perspectives. 11 (4): 375-392.  

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2012. “The rise of the ‘China Model’ and ‘Beijing Consensus’: evidence 

of authoritarian diffusion?” Contemporary Politics. 18 (4): 381-399.  

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2016. “The rhetoric of irredentism: The Russian Federation’s perception 

management campaign and the annexation of Crimea.” Small Wars & Insurgencies. 27 

(3): 467-490.   

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2017. “The Architecture of Alignment: The Russia-China Relationship 

and International Agreements.” Europe-Asia Studies. 69 (1): 110-156.  

Ambrosio, Thomas. 2018. “Authoritarian Norms in a Changing International System.” Politics 

and Governance. 6 (2): 120-123. 

 Ambrosio, Thomas and Tolstrup, Jakob. 2019. “How do we tell authoritarian diffusion from 

illusion? Exploring methodological issues of qualitative research on authoritarian 

diffusion.” Quality & Quantity. DOI: 11135-019-00892-8. 

Amnesty International. 2016. “It’s Enough For People To Feel It Exists”: Civil Society, Secrecy 

And Surveillance In Belarus.” 2016. Accessed from the Amnesty International, July 9, 

2016. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4943062016ENGLISH.PDF.  

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4943062016ENGLISH.PDF


 

387 
 

Ananyev, Maxim. 2018. “Inside the Kremlin: The Presidency and the Executive Branch.” In 

The New Autocracy: Information, Politics, and Policy in Putin’s Russia edited by Daniel 

Treisman. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press: 29-48.  

Andreev, Aleksei. 2005. “Nikolai Beloblotskiy, Posol Ukrainy v RF: “My – za svobodnuyu 

torgovlyu s Rossiei.”” [“Nikolai Beloblotsky, Ukrainian Ambassador to RF: “We are dfor 

free trade with Russia.””] Novye Izvestiya. Number 212. November 21, 2005.  

Andreeva, Nadezhda. 2012. “Chei on chelovek ? Volodin.” [“Whose man is he? Volodin.”] 

Novaya Gazeta. Number 15. February 13, 2012 : 7-9.  

Andreitsiv, Iryna. 2015a. “Na vibori! Telekanal na marshi.” [“At the elections! TV channels on 

the march.”] Ocotber 11, 2015. Accessed from the Media Sapiens Website, February 

143, 2018. 

http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/na_vibori_telekanali_na_mars

hi/.  

Andreitsiv, Iryna. 2015b. “Politichna mantra sezonu: “V us’omu vinna vlada.”” [“The political 

mantra for the season: “Eveyone is guilty of power.””] September 20, 2015. Accessed 

from the Media Sapiens Website, February 13, 2018. 

http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/politichna_mantra_sezonu_v_

usomu_vinna_vlada/.  

Andripol’skaya, Anna and Dergachev, Vladimir. 2014. “Peregovory rodili 

mysh’.”[“Negotiations gave birth to a mouse.”] August 1, 2014. Accessed from the 

Gazeta.ru Website, December 13, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2014/08/01_a_6154853.shtml?updated.  

http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/na_vibori_telekanali_na_marshi/
http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/na_vibori_telekanali_na_marshi/
http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/politichna_mantra_sezonu_v_usomu_vinna_vlada/
http://osvita.mediasapiens.ua/monitoring/daily_news/politichna_mantra_sezonu_v_usomu_vinna_vlada/
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2014/08/01_a_6154853.shtml?updated


 

388 
 

Anin, Roman. 2016. “Virtuoznaya spekulyatsiya.” [“Virtuose speculation.”] Novaya Gazeta. 

Number 57. May 30, 2016: 2-3. 

Anin, Roman. 2017a. “Ofshornoi tainy bol’she net.” [“Offshore secrets no more.”] Novaya 

Gazeta. Number 124. November 8, 2017: 11-12.  

Anin, Roman. 2017b. “The Russian laundromat Superusers Revealed.” March 20, 2017. 

Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project Website, 

January 16, 2018. https://www.occrp.org/en/laundromat/the-russian-laundromat-

superusers-revealed/.  

Ankudo, Yelena. 2006a. “Partnerstvo v sude.” [“Partnership in court.”] BelGazeta. Number 

23. June 12, 2006.  

Ankudo, Yelena. 2006b. “Zakon i poryadok.” [“Law and order.”] BelGazeta. Number 11. 

March 20, 2006.  

Ankudo, Yelena. 2007. “Shpiony “spalilis’” na flesh-karte.” [“Spies “burned” on a flash 

card.”] BelGazeta. Number 37. September 17, 2007.  

Antonova, Natalia. 2019. “Trump, Putin and the Moral High Ground.” July 26, 2019. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/26/trump-putin-and-the-moral-high-

ground-a66589. 

Appelbaum, Anne. 2014. “How He and His Cronies Stole Russia.” December 18, 2014. 

Accessed from the New York Review of Books Website, November 9, 2016. 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2014/12/18/how-he-and-his-cronies-stole-russia/.  

https://www.occrp.org/en/laundromat/the-russian-laundromat-superusers-revealed/
https://www.occrp.org/en/laundromat/the-russian-laundromat-superusers-revealed/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/26/trump-putin-and-the-moral-high-ground-a66589
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/26/trump-putin-and-the-moral-high-ground-a66589
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2014/12/18/how-he-and-his-cronies-stole-russia/


 

389 
 

Apostrophe.ua. 2015. “V Rossii rasskazali o sekretnykh peregovorakh Akhmetova c 

Kremlem.” [“In Russia, they talked about secret talks between Akhmetov and the 

Kremlin.”] March 26, 2016. Accessed from the apostrophe.ua Website, January 16, 

2018. https://apostrophe.ua/news/politics/foreign-policy/2016-03-26/ahmetov-

usilenno-dogovarivaetsya-s-putinyim-o-vozvraschenii-donbass-pod-svoy-

kontrol/53621.  

Argumenty Nedeli. 2014. “Zurabov pakuet chemodany?” [“Is Zurabov packing the 

suitcases?”] Argumenty Nedeli. Number 31. August 21, 2014: 2. 

 Aris, Ben. 2016. “Meet the stoligarchs, Putin’s pals who control a fifth of the Russian 

economy.” July 11, 2016. Accessed from the BNE Intellinews Website, September 1, 

2019. https://www.intellinews.com/meet-the-stoligarchs-putin-s-pals-who-control-a-

fifth-of-the-russian-economy-99918/. 

Armstrong, David A. 2011. “Stability and change in the Freedom House political rights and 

civil liberties measures.” Journal of Peace Research. 48 (5): 653-662.  

Aron, Leon. 2012. Roads to the Temple: Truth, Memory, Ideas and Ideals in the Making of 

the Russian Revolution, 1987-1991. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

Art, David. 2016. “Archivists and Adventurers: Research Strategies for Authoritarian Regimes 

of the Past and Present.” Social Science Quarterly. 97 (4): 974-990.  

 Artemenko, Elena. 2014. ““Sotsial’nyi kontrakt:” molodezh’.” [““The social contract:” the 

youth.”] Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies Research Paper. Number 6. June 12, 

2014. Accessed from the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies Website, May 23, 

2016. https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2050.  

https://apostrophe.ua/news/politics/foreign-policy/2016-03-26/ahmetov-usilenno-dogovarivaetsya-s-putinyim-o-vozvraschenii-donbass-pod-svoy-kontrol/53621
https://apostrophe.ua/news/politics/foreign-policy/2016-03-26/ahmetov-usilenno-dogovarivaetsya-s-putinyim-o-vozvraschenii-donbass-pod-svoy-kontrol/53621
https://apostrophe.ua/news/politics/foreign-policy/2016-03-26/ahmetov-usilenno-dogovarivaetsya-s-putinyim-o-vozvraschenii-donbass-pod-svoy-kontrol/53621
https://www.intellinews.com/meet-the-stoligarchs-putin-s-pals-who-control-a-fifth-of-the-russian-economy-99918/
https://www.intellinews.com/meet-the-stoligarchs-putin-s-pals-who-control-a-fifth-of-the-russian-economy-99918/
https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2050


 

390 
 

Artsiomenka, Alena and Charvonenka, Uladzimir. 2013. “Does Changing Public Support 

towards the Belarus Government mean Transformation of the Social Contract?” 

Accessed from the Eastern Europe Studies Centre Website, May 20, 2016. 

http://www.eesc.lt/uploads/news/id657/Bell%20Nr%209.pdf.  

Arutunyan, Anna. 2009. The Media in Russia. New York: Open University Press. 

Arutunyan, Anna. 2014. The Putin Mystique: Inside Russia’s Power Cult. Newbold on Sour: 

Skyscraper Publications.  

Arutyunova, Viktoriya. 2001. “Pervaya Polosa. Genprokuratura podoshla vplotnuyu k 

Aleksandru Voloshinu.” [“Front page. The Prosecutor General’s Office came closer to 

Aleksandr Voloshin.”] Kommersant-Daily. Number 18. February 2, 2001: 1. 

Asare, Bossman E and Studlar, Donley T. 2009. “Lesson-drawing and public policy: 

secondhand smoking restrictions in Scotland and England.” Policy Studies. 30 (3): 365-

382.  

Åslund, Anders. 2012. “All Power to ‘The Family’”. March, 27, 2012. Accessed from the Kyiv 

Post Website, December 1, 2016. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-

ed/all-power-to-the-family-124996.html.  

Astapenia, Ryhor. 2014a. “How Russian Culture and Media Shape Belarusian Politics.” 

February 6, 2014. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, February 28, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/how-russian-culture-and-media-shape-belarusian-

politics/.  

Astapenia, Ryhor. 2014b. “Is Lukashenka Trying To Emancipate Belarus From Russian 

Culture?” October 3, 2014. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 27, 2017. 

http://www.eesc.lt/uploads/news/id657/Bell%20Nr%209.pdf
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/all-power-to-the-family-124996.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/all-power-to-the-family-124996.html
https://belarusdigest.com/story/how-russian-culture-and-media-shape-belarusian-politics/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/how-russian-culture-and-media-shape-belarusian-politics/


 

391 
 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/lukashenka-trying-emancipate-belarus-russian-

culture-19510.  

Astapenia, Ryhor and Balkunets, Dzmitry. 2016. “Belarus-Russia Relations after the Ukraine 

Conflict.” Ostrogorski Centre Analytical Paper. Number 5. August 1, 2016.  

Atasuntsev, Aleksandr. 2016. “Kirienko podgotovit Tramp-effekt.” [“Kirienko will prepare a 

Trump-effect.”] November 28, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 

24, 2018. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/27_a_10380281.shtml.  

Avtushko-Sikorskiy, Aleksandr. 2014a. ““Sotsial’nyi kontrakt:” Naemnye rabotniki [““The 

social contract:” employees.”] Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies Research 

Paper. Number 5. June 12, 2014. Accessed from the Belarusian Institute for Strategic 

Studies Website, May 23, 2016. https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2040.  

Avtushko-Sikorskiy, Aleksandr. 2014b. ““Sotsial’nyi kontrakt:” pensionery.” [““The social 

contract:” pensioners.”] Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies Research Paper. 

Number 7. June 12, 2014. Accessed from the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies 

Website, May 23, 2016. https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2158.  

Babayan, Nelli. 2015. “The return of the empire? Russia’s counteraction to transatlantic 

democracy promotion in its near abroad.” Democratization. 22 (3): 438-458.  

Babinets, Anna and Lavrov, Vlad. 2016a. “Ukraine: The president’s Offshore Tax Plan.” April 

3, 2016. Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project 

Website, February 11, 2018. https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraine-

poroshenko-offshore/. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/lukashenka-trying-emancipate-belarus-russian-culture-19510
http://belarusdigest.com/story/lukashenka-trying-emancipate-belarus-russian-culture-19510
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/27_a_10380281.shtml
https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2040
https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2158
https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraine-poroshenko-offshore/
https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraine-poroshenko-offshore/


 

392 
 

 Babinets, Anna and Lavrov, Vlad. 2016b. “Ukraine’s president offshores revisited: Swiss 

trust and millions moved out of Ukraine.” May 20, 2016. Accessed from the Organized 

Crime and Corruption Reporting Project Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraines-president-offshores-revisited-

swiss-trust-and-millions-moved-out-of-ukraine/.  

Badanin, Roman, Bocharova, Svetlana, Tsvetkova, Mariya and Borusheva, Elena. 2009. “Dlya 

lyudei i Deripaski.” [“For the people and Deripaska.”] June 4, 2009. Accessed from 

Gazeta.ru Website, October 12, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2009/06/04_a_3206790.shtml.  

Bader, Julia. 2015a. “China, Autocratic Patron? An Empirical Investigation of China as a 

Factor of Autocratic Survival.” International Studies Quarterly. 59 (1): 23-33.  

Bader, Julia. 2015b. China’s Foreign Relations and the Survival of Autocracies. London: 

Routledge. 

Bader, Julia. 2015c. “Propping up Dictators? Economic Cooperation from China and its 

Impact on Authoritarian Persistence in Party and Non-Party Regimes.” European 

Journal of Political Research. 54 (4): 655-672.  

Bader, Julia, Grävingholt, Jörn, and Kästner, Antje. 2010. “Would autocracies promote 

autocracy? A political economy perspective on regime-type export in regional 

neighbourhoods.” Contemporary Politics. 16 (1): 81-100. 

 Bader, Max. 2014. “Democracy Promotion and Authoritarian Diffusion: The Foreign Origins 

of Post-Soviet Election Laws.” Europe-Asia Studies. 66 (8): 1350-1370. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraines-president-offshores-revisited-swiss-trust-and-millions-moved-out-of-ukraine/
https://www.occrp.org/en/panamapapers/ukraines-president-offshores-revisited-swiss-trust-and-millions-moved-out-of-ukraine/
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2009/06/04_a_3206790.shtml


 

393 
 

Bai, Evgeniy. 2006. “Pervyi zamestitel’ ministra inostrannykh del Rossii Andrei Denisov: 

“Budu teper’ kurirovat’ SNG.”” [“First Deputy of Foreign Affairs of Russia Andrei 

Denisov: “I will now supercise the CIS.””] Izvestiya. Number 64m. April 12, 2006: 3.  

Baidakova, Anna. 2016a. “Gennady Gudkov: “Natsional’nuyu gvardiyu gotovyat k 

podavleniyu sotsial’nogo protesta.” [“Gennady Gudkov, “National Guard is prepared 

to supress social protest.”] April 6, 2016. Accessed from the Novaya Gazeta Website, 

May 27, 2017. https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/04/06/68105-gennadiy-

gudkov-171-natsionalnuyu-gvardiyu-gotovyat-k-podavleniyu-sotsialnogo-protesta-

187.  

Baidakova, Anna. 2016b. “Strel’ba na operezhenie.” [“Shooting ahead of the curve.”] 

Novaya Gazeta. Number 37. April 8, 2016: 7.  

Baisul, Valentina. 2017. “Dosarul penal din Rusia pe numele lui Vladimir Plahotnuic și (ne) 

încrederea Moscovei în liberal PD.” [“The criminal file in Russia on behalf of Valdimir 

Plahotniuc and Moscow’s non-confidence in the PD leader.”] Dcember 6, 2017. 

Accessed from the Radio Europa Liberă Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://www.europalibera.org/a/plahotniuc-urmarit-penal-in-rusia/28900573.html.  

Balachuk, Irina. 2018. “Nalvaychenko: Na Maidane byli rossiyskie shevrony.” 

[“Nalvaychenko: On the Maidan there were Russian chevrons.”] Febraury 7, 2018. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 17, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/02/7/7170848/. 

Balakhnova, Vera. 2019. “Nestase likvidiroval upravlenie Natsional’nogo Inspektorata 

Rassledovaniy kotoroe zanimalos’ proslushkoi oppozitsii.” [“Nasatase eliminated the 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/04/06/68105-gennadiy-gudkov-171-natsionalnuyu-gvardiyu-gotovyat-k-podavleniyu-sotsialnogo-protesta-187
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/04/06/68105-gennadiy-gudkov-171-natsionalnuyu-gvardiyu-gotovyat-k-podavleniyu-sotsialnogo-protesta-187
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/04/06/68105-gennadiy-gudkov-171-natsionalnuyu-gvardiyu-gotovyat-k-podavleniyu-sotsialnogo-protesta-187
https://www.europalibera.org/a/plahotniuc-urmarit-penal-in-rusia/28900573.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/02/7/7170848/


 

394 
 

Office of the National Inspectorate of Investigation, which was engaged in listening in 

to the opposition.”] Retrieved from the Newsmaker.md Website, July 29, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/nestase-likvidiroval-upravlenie-natsionalnogo-

inspektorata-rassledovaniy-kotoroe-z-45242. 

Bandura, Albert. 1963. Social learning and personality development. New York: Holt, 

Reinhart and Winston.  

Bandura, Albert. 1971. Social Learning Theory. New York: General Learning Press.  

Bank, André. 2012. “Jordan and Morocco: Pacification through Constitutional Reform?” In 

Protest, Revolt and Regime Change in the Arab World: Actors, Challenges, Implications 

and Policy Outcomes. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. 31-33.  

Bank, André. 2017. “The study of authoritarian diffusion and cooperation: comparative 

lessons on interests versus ideology, nowadays and in history.” Democratization. 24 

(7): 1345-1357.  

Bank, André and Edel, Mirjam. 2015. “Authoritarian Regime Learning: Comparative Insights 

from the Arab Uprisings.” German Institute of Global Area Studies Working Papers 

Number 274. June 2015. Acceesed from the German Institute of Global Area Studies 

Website, January 10, 2016. https://www.giga-

hamburg.de/de/system/files/publications/wp274_bank-edel.pdf.  

Baraban, Anna. 2015. “Kak vam otkrytyi dialog s prezidentom?” [“How do you have a 

dialogue with the president?”] BelGazeta. Number 4. February 4, 2015.  

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/nestase-likvidiroval-upravlenie-natsionalnogo-inspektorata-rassledovaniy-kotoroe-z-45242
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/nestase-likvidiroval-upravlenie-natsionalnogo-inspektorata-rassledovaniy-kotoroe-z-45242
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/de/system/files/publications/wp274_bank-edel.pdf
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/de/system/files/publications/wp274_bank-edel.pdf


 

395 
 

Barbashin, Anton and Thoburn, Hannah. 2015. “Putin’s Philosopher.” September 20, 2015. 

Accessed from the Foreign Affairs Website, October 28, 2017. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2015-09-20/putins-

philosopher. 

Barysheva, Elena. 2017. “Aktsii protesta v Rossii: chto izmenilos’ v 2017 godu.” [“Protests in 

Russia: what has changed since 2017.”] Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, 

July 8, 2019. https://www.dw.com/ru/акции-протеста-в-россии-что-изменилось-в-

2017-году/a-41970850. 

Barysheva, Elena. 2018. “Zachem molodezh’ v RF protestuet protiv pensionnoi reformy.” 

[“Why do young people in the Russian Federation protest against pension reform.”] 

Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, July 8, 2019. https://www.dw.com/ru/ 

зачем-молодежь-в-рф-протестует-против-пенсионной-реформы/a-45400495. 

Basiul, Valentina. 2016. “2008: Guvernarea, criticată pentru trafic de droguri, trafic de 

persoane și corupție.” [“2008: Government, criticised for drug trafficking, human 

trafficking and corruption.”] August 18, 2016. Accessed from the Europă Libra 

Website, February 14, 2018.  https://www.europalibera.org/a/27923348.html.  

Bastrykin, Aleksandr. 2016. ““Pora postavit’ deistvennyi zaslon informatsionnoi voine.”” 

[““It’s time to erect an effective barrier to information war.””] April 18, 2016. 

Accessed from the Kommersant Website, May 18, 2016. 

http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/2961578.  

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2015-09-20/putins-philosopher
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2015-09-20/putins-philosopher
https://www.dw.com/ru/акции-протеста-в-россии-что-изменилось-в-2017-году/a-41970850
https://www.dw.com/ru/акции-протеста-в-россии-что-изменилось-в-2017-году/a-41970850
https://www.dw.com/ru/%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BC-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B6%D1%8C-%D0%B2-%D1%80%D1%84-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B5%D1%82-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2-%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D1%8B/a-45400495
https://www.dw.com/ru/%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BC-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B6%D1%8C-%D0%B2-%D1%80%D1%84-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B5%D1%82-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2-%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D1%8B/a-45400495
https://www.europalibera.org/a/27923348.html
http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/2961578


 

396 
 

Batanova, Aleksandra. 2012. “Telekanal NIT vykhodit v efir.” [“NIT TV channel goes on the 

air.”] May 15, 2012. Accessed from the Komsomol’skaya Pravda Moldova Website, 

June 18, 2016. http://www.kp.md/daily/25882/2843401/.  

Batherin, Stanislav. 2014. ““Musornik” na Reznitskoi?” [““A rubbish bin” on Reznitskaya 

Street?”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 39. October 24, 2014: 1.  

Baumgartner, Frank R and Jones, Bryan J. 2005. The Politics of Attention: How Government 

Prioritizes Problems. Chicago, IL and London: Chicago University Press. 

Baunov, Aleksandr. 2017. “Osoboe mnenie.” [“Special opinion.”] January 18, 2017. Accessed 

from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/2017/01/18/ru-pub-67752. 

Baunov, Aleksandr. 2018. “Pole pered boem. Kogo sobiraetsya pobedit’ na vyborakh 

Vladimir Putin.” [“Field before the fight. Who is going to win the election, Vladimir 

Putin.”] January 17, 2018. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

February 27, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/75292.  

Bazenkova, Anastassia. 2015. “Foreign Publishers Quit Over Media Ownership Law.” 

September 9, 2015. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/foreign-publishers-quit-russia-

over-media-ownership-law/529645.html.  

BBC. 2002. “Two hostages flee Moscow Theatre.” October 24, 2002. Accessed from the BBC 

Website, October 12, 2017. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/2357729.stm. 

BBC Russian Service. 2014. “Kto vladeet SMI v Rossii: vedushchie kholdingi.” [“Who owns 

the media in Russia: the lead holdings.”] July 11, 2014. Accessed from the BBC Russian 

http://www.kp.md/daily/25882/2843401/
https://carnegie.ru/2017/01/18/ru-pub-67752
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/75292
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/foreign-publishers-quit-russia-over-media-ownership-law/529645.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/foreign-publishers-quit-russia-over-media-ownership-law/529645.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/2357729.stm


 

397 
 

Service Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://www.bbc.com/russian/russia/2014/07/140711_russia_media_holdings. 

 BBC Russian Service. 2018. “Chislo zaderzhannykh na protestakh protiv pensionnoi reformy 

v Rossii prevysilo tysyachu.” [“The number of detainees at the protests against 

pension reform in Russia exceeded one thousand.”] Accessed from the BBC Website, 

July 8, 2019. https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-45470122. 

BBC Russian Service. 2019. “Protesty protiv “musornoi reformy” proshil v desyatkakh 

gorodov Rossii. Chto vyvelo lyudei na ulitsy?” [“Protests against the “garbage reform” 

were held in dozens of cities in Russia. What brought people to the streets?”] 

Accessed from the BBC Website, July 8, 2019. https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-

47092631. 

BBC Ukrainian Service. 2013. “Yanukovych v Moskve: kakie soglasheniya podpishut Ukraina i 

Rossiya.” [“Yanukovych in Moscow: what agreements will be signed by Ukraine and 

Russia?”] December 16, 2013. Accessed from the BBC Ukrainian Service Website, 

December 20, 2017. 

http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2013/12/131216_ru_s_russia_ukr

aine_17.  

BBC Ukrainian Service. 2017a. “Chto izvestno ob ischeznovenii v Belarusi ukraintsa Pavla 

Griba.” [What is known about the disappearance of the Ukrainian Pavel Grib in 

Belarus.”] August 29, 2017. Accessed from the BBC Ukrainian Service Website,  

January 13, 2018. http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-russian-41080609.  

http://www.bbc.com/russian/russia/2014/07/140711_russia_media_holdings
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-45470122
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-47092631
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-47092631
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2013/12/131216_ru_s_russia_ukraine_17
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2013/12/131216_ru_s_russia_ukraine_17
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-russian-41080609


 

398 
 

BBC Ukrainian Service. 2017b. “Ukraintsa Pavla Griba vernuli v SIZO.” [“Ukrainian Pavel Grib 

was returned to a pre-trail centre.”] September 16, 2017. Accessed from the BBC 

Ukrainian Service Website, January 13, 2018. http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-

russian-41293877. 

Beach, Derek. 2016. “It’s all about mechanisms – what process-tracing case studies should 

be tracing.” New Political Economy. 21 (5): 463-472. 

Beard, Colin and Wilson, John P. 2006. Experiential Learning: A Best Practice Handbook for 

Educators and Trainers. 2nd edition. London and Philadelphia, PA: Kogan Page.  

Beesley, Arthur. 2017. “EU expansion dreams fade as Britain’s exit looms.” March 23, 2017. 

Accessed from the Financial Times Website, June 1, 2017. 

https://www.ft.com/content/f064bcce-0d83-11e7-a88c-50ba212dce4d.  

Beissinger, Mark. 2007. “Structure and Example in Modular Political Phenomena: The 

Diffusion of Bulldozer/Rose/Orange/Tulip Revolutions.” Perspectives on Politics. 5 (2): 

259-276.  

Beissinger, Mark. 2009. “An Interrelated Wave.” Journal of Democracy. 20 (1): 74-77.  

Bel.biz. “Belorusskie oligarkhi pervoi volny: desyat’ klyuchevykh figur.” [“Belarusian 

oligarchs of the first weave: ten key figures.”] August 20, 2012. Accessed from the 

Bel.biz Website, July 23, 2018. https://bel.biz/news/business-

news/belorusskie_oligarhi_pervoj_volny_desyat_klyuchevyh_figur/.  

BelaPAN. 2005. “Anzhelica Boris i vitse-spiker pol’skogo Seima Donal’d Tusk vstretilis’ s 

predstavitelyami evropeiskikh mezhdunarodnykh struktur.” [“Angelica Boris and the 

http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-russian-41293877
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-russian-41293877
https://www.ft.com/content/f064bcce-0d83-11e7-a88c-50ba212dce4d
https://bel.biz/news/business-news/belorusskie_oligarhi_pervoj_volny_desyat_klyuchevyh_figur/
https://bel.biz/news/business-news/belorusskie_oligarhi_pervoj_volny_desyat_klyuchevyh_figur/


 

399 
 

Vice-Speaker of the Polish Sejm Donald Tusk met with representatives of European 

international structures.”] September 8, 2005. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, 

August 9, 2019. https://news.tut.by/politics/57567.html. 

Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies. 2009a. “Obyazatel’stva gosudarstva pered 

sotsial’nymi gruppami i ikh vypolnenie: rabochie.” [“The obligations of the state 

before social groups and their implementation: workers.”] BISS Research Paper. 

Number 3. July 7, 2009. Accessed from the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies 

Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://belinstitute.eu/images/stories/documents/sc032009ru.pdf.  

Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies. 2009b. “Spetsifikatsiya ponyatiya “sotsial’nyi 

kontrakt” primenitel’no k Belarusi.” [“Specifications of the concept of the “social 

contract” in Belarus.”] BISS Research Paper. Number 1. July 7, 2009. Accessed from 

the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://belinstitute.eu/images/stories/documents/sc012009ru.pdf.  

BelGazeta. 2001. “Myasnikovich “utonul” v Urale.” [“Myasnikovich “drowned” in the 

Urals.”] BelGazeta. Number 36. September 17, 2001.  

BelGazeta. 2008. “Posledniy vskhlip?” [“The last cry?”] BelGazeta. Number 4. January 28, 

2008.  

BelGazeta. 2017a. ““Belyi legion” on “Eurovision.”” [““White legion” on “Eurovision.””] 

BelGazeta. Number 15. April 18, 2017. 

BelGazeta. 2017b. “Singapur i Belarus’: NPZ, integratsiya, bor’ba so zhvachkoi i porka.” 

[“Singapore and Belarus: refineries, integration, fight with chewing gum and 

https://news.tut.by/politics/57567.html
http://belinstitute.eu/images/stories/documents/sc032009ru.pdf
http://belinstitute.eu/images/stories/documents/sc012009ru.pdf


 

400 
 

flogging.”] May 2, 2017. Accessed from the Udf.by Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/156098-singapur-i-belarus-npz-integraciya-borba-so-

zhvachkoy-i-porka.html.  

Belghazi, Taieb and Moudden, Abdelhay. 2016. “Ihbat: disillusionment and the Arab Spring 

in Morocco.” The Journal of North African Studies. 21 (1): 37-49.  

Belsat. 2016. “Lobodenko vs AZS: V Belarusi nel’zya translirovat’ telekanal “Rossiya 24.”” 

[“Lobodenko vs Filing station: TV channel “Russia 24” cannot be broadcast in 

Belarus.”] September 20, 2016. Accessed from the Belsat Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://belsat.eu/ru/news/labadzenka-vs-azs-u-belarusi-nelga-translyavats-telekanal-

rossiya-24/.  

Belsat. 2017a. “17-year-old Russian girl allegedly forced to help Russia’s FSB kidnap 

Ukrainian citizen.” August 29, 2017. Accessed from the Belsat Website, January 13, 

2018. http://belsat.eu/en/news/17-year-old-russian-girl-allegedly-forced-to-help-

russia-s-fsb-kidnap-ukrainian-citizen/.  

Belsat. 2017b. “Pavlo Gryb abducted by FSB in Belarus has no access to doctors.” October 

13, 2017. Accessed from the Belsat Website, January 13, 2018. 

http://belsat.eu/en/news/pavel-grib-kidnapped-by-fsb-in-belarus-has-no-access-to-

doctors/.  

Belsat. 2018. “Lukashenko spravlyaetsya s krizisom arestami biznesmenov.” [“Lukashenka 

copes with the crisis by arresting businessmen.”] April 19, 2018. Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, April 19, 2018. https://udf.by/news/economic/172442-lukashenko-

spravlyaetsya-s-krizisom-arestami-biznesmenov.html.  

http://udf.by/news/politic/156098-singapur-i-belarus-npz-integraciya-borba-so-zhvachkoy-i-porka.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/156098-singapur-i-belarus-npz-integraciya-borba-so-zhvachkoy-i-porka.html
http://belsat.eu/ru/news/labadzenka-vs-azs-u-belarusi-nelga-translyavats-telekanal-rossiya-24/
http://belsat.eu/ru/news/labadzenka-vs-azs-u-belarusi-nelga-translyavats-telekanal-rossiya-24/
http://belsat.eu/en/news/17-year-old-russian-girl-allegedly-forced-to-help-russia-s-fsb-kidnap-ukrainian-citizen/
http://belsat.eu/en/news/17-year-old-russian-girl-allegedly-forced-to-help-russia-s-fsb-kidnap-ukrainian-citizen/
http://belsat.eu/en/news/pavel-grib-kidnapped-by-fsb-in-belarus-has-no-access-to-doctors/
http://belsat.eu/en/news/pavel-grib-kidnapped-by-fsb-in-belarus-has-no-access-to-doctors/
https://udf.by/news/economic/172442-lukashenko-spravlyaetsya-s-krizisom-arestami-biznesmenov.html
https://udf.by/news/economic/172442-lukashenko-spravlyaetsya-s-krizisom-arestami-biznesmenov.html


 

401 
 

BELTA. 2012a. “Sekretarii Sovbezov Belarusi i Rossii provel konsul’tatsii v Moskve.” [“The 

Secretaries of the Security Councils of Belarus and Russia held consultations in 

Moscow.”] June 26, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 17, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/296564.html.  

BELTA. 2012b. “Sovbezdy Belarusi i Rossii obsudyat temy informatsionnoi bezopasnosti.” 

[“Security Councils of Belarus and Russia to discuss issues of information security.”] 

March 1, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 17, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/276945.html.    

BELTA. 2015. “Shunevich: MVD k vyboram gotovo.” [“Shunevich: The Interior Ministry is 

ready for the elections.”] July 15, 2015. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 

5, 2018. https://news.tut.by/society/456168.html.  

BELTA. 2016. “Zas’: V novoi doKtrine aktsenty ot vozmozhnykh vheshnikh ugroz smeshcheny 

k vnutrennim.” [“Zas: in the new doctrine, the emphasis from possible external threats 

is shifted to internal.”] January 22, 2016. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 

7, 2018. https://news.tut.by/politics/481803.html.  

BELTA. 2017. “Shunevich: V strane poyavitsya sistema monitoring obshchestvennoi 

bezopasnosti.” [“Shunevich: A public monitoring system will appear in the country.”] 

March 27, 2017. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, Febraury 5, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/economics/536957.html.  

Bennett, Andrew and Checkel, Jeffrey T. 2015. “Process Tracing: From philosophical roots to 

best practices.” In Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytical Tool edited by 

Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T Checkel. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 3-38.  

https://news.tut.by/politics/296564.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/276945.html
https://news.tut.by/society/456168.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/481803.html
https://news.tut.by/economics/536957.html


 

402 
 

Benson, David and Lorenzoni, Irene. 2014. “Examining the Scope for National Lesson-

drawing on Climate Governance.” The Political Quarterly. 85 (2): 202-211.  

Berdinskikh, Kristina. 2017. “Teplaya televanna dlya Poroshenko. Pochemu telekanaly 

perestali kritinovat’ prezidenta.” [“Warm TV shows for Poroshenko. Why did television 

stop criticising the president?”] June 21, 2017. Accessed from the NV.ua Website, 

January 13, 2019. https://nv.ua/publications/teplaja-televanna-dlja-petra-

poroshenko-kak-vedushchie-telekanaly-osveshchajut-dejatelnost-glavy-gosudarstva-

1356477.html.  

Bernstein, Jake, Blum, Petra, Zhilmann, Oliver, Thompson, David, Obermaier, Fredrik and 

Obermayer, Bastian. 2016. “All Putin’s Men: Secret Records Reveal Money network 

Tied to Russian Leader.” April 3, 2016. Accessed from the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://panamapapers.icij.org/20160403-putin-russia-offshore-network.html.  

Bershidsky, Leonid. 2014. “Vladimir Putin, Internet Villain.” March 14, 2014. Accessed from 

the Bloomberg Website, June 18, 2016. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2014-03-14/vladimir-putin-internet-

villain. 

Bershidsky, Leonid. 2019a. “Are Putin and Xi going soft on Protest?” Retrieved from The 

Moscow Times, June 29, 2019. https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/are-

putin-and-xi-going-soft-on-protest-a66058. 

Bershidsky, Leonid. 2019b. “Kazakh Autocrat Shows Putin How To Keep Power.” March 20, 

2019. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://nv.ua/publications/teplaja-televanna-dlja-petra-poroshenko-kak-vedushchie-telekanaly-osveshchajut-dejatelnost-glavy-gosudarstva-1356477.html
https://nv.ua/publications/teplaja-televanna-dlja-petra-poroshenko-kak-vedushchie-telekanaly-osveshchajut-dejatelnost-glavy-gosudarstva-1356477.html
https://nv.ua/publications/teplaja-televanna-dlja-petra-poroshenko-kak-vedushchie-telekanaly-osveshchajut-dejatelnost-glavy-gosudarstva-1356477.html
https://panamapapers.icij.org/20160403-putin-russia-offshore-network.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2014-03-14/vladimir-putin-internet-villain
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2014-03-14/vladimir-putin-internet-villain
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/are-putin-and-xi-going-soft-on-protest-a66058
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/are-putin-and-xi-going-soft-on-protest-a66058


 

403 
 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/03/20/kazakh-autocrat-shows-putin-how-

to-keep-power-a64879. 

Bershidsky, Leonid. 2019c. “Putin Reminds Russians He Can Do Suppression.” Retrieved 

from The Moscow Times, July 30, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/29/putin-reminds-russians-he-can-do-

suppression-a66616. 

Bershidsky, Leonid. 2019. “Ukrainian Villain Is Now Cracking Heads in Moscow.” August 6, 

2019. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 28, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/06/ukrainian-villain-is-now-cracking-

heads-in-moscow-a66720. 

Betliy, Elena. 2013. “Zapakovannya demokratiya prem’era Erdogana.” [“Packed Democracy 

by Prime Minister Erdogan.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 36. October 4, 2013. 

Bevza, Dmitrii and Korotkin, Aleksei. 2015. “Kakim budet veliki russkii fairvol?” [“What will 

be the great Russian firewall?”] April 22, 2015. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

October 21, 2017. https://www.gazeta.ru/tech/2015/04/22/6649349/great-russian-

firewall.shtml.  

Beyer, John and Wolff, Stefan. 2016. “Linkage and leverage effects on Moldova’s 

Transnistria problem.” East European Politics. 32 (3): 335-354.  

Bigwood, Jeremy. 2012. “Freedom House: The Language of Hubris.” NACLA Report on the 

Americas. 45 (2): 63.  

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/03/20/kazakh-autocrat-shows-putin-how-to-keep-power-a64879
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/03/20/kazakh-autocrat-shows-putin-how-to-keep-power-a64879
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/29/putin-reminds-russians-he-can-do-suppression-a66616
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/07/29/putin-reminds-russians-he-can-do-suppression-a66616
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/06/ukrainian-villain-is-now-cracking-heads-in-moscow-a66720
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/06/ukrainian-villain-is-now-cracking-heads-in-moscow-a66720
https://www.gazeta.ru/tech/2015/04/22/6649349/great-russian-firewall.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/tech/2015/04/22/6649349/great-russian-firewall.shtml


 

404 
 

Bilan, Yuriy and Bilan, Svitlana. 2011. “The Formation of Civil Society in Ukraine After the 

Orange Revolution.” Economics and Sociology. 4 (1): 78-86.  

Bilevskaya, Elina and Kuklina, Natasha. 2008. “Skorogovoryashchie prezidenty.” [“Speaking 

presidents.”] March 11, 2008. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2008/03/11_a_2664864.shtml.  

Bilousova, Nataliya. 2013. “Tretiy – lishniy.” [“Third wheel.”] Den. Number 236. December 

24, 2013.  

Blake, Heidi, Leopold, Jason, Bradley, Jane, Holmes, Richard, Warren, Tom and Campbell, 

Alex. 2017. “Poison in the system.” June 12, 2017. Accessed from the Buzzfeed 

Website, March 5, 2018. https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/poison-in-the-

system?utm_term=.oo9rxDmYY7#.ybdbB0xNNO.  

Blake, Heidi, Warren, Tom, Holmes, Richard, Leopold, Jason, Bradley, Jane and Campbell, 

Alex. 2017. “From Russia with Blood.” June 15, 2017. Accessed from the Buzzfeed 

Website, March 5, 2018. https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/from-russia-with-

blood-14-suspected-hits-on-british-soil?utm_term=.ttXVm6gkkP#.yqyDg7KOOV.  

Blank, Stephen. 2015. “What Do the Zapad 2013 Exercises Reveal?” In Russia’s Zapad 2013 

Military Exercises: Lessons for Baltic Regional Security edited by Liudas Zdanavičius 

and Matthew Czekaj. Washington, DC: The Jamestown Foundation: 8-13. 

Bloknot-Moldova.md. 2017. “Soglashenie o sotrudnichestve PSRM i “United Russia” 

zaklyuchili Zinaida Greceanii i Dmitriy Medvedev.” [“Agreement on cooperation 

between the PSRM and United Russia was concludecd by Zinaida Greceanii and Dmitry 

Medvedev.”] June 8, 2017. Accesssed from the Bloknot Moldova Website, January 14, 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2008/03/11_a_2664864.shtml
https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/poison-in-the-system?utm_term=.oo9rxDmYY7#.ybdbB0xNNO
https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/poison-in-the-system?utm_term=.oo9rxDmYY7#.ybdbB0xNNO
https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/from-russia-with-blood-14-suspected-hits-on-british-soil?utm_term=.ttXVm6gkkP#.yqyDg7KOOV
https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/from-russia-with-blood-14-suspected-hits-on-british-soil?utm_term=.ttXVm6gkkP#.yqyDg7KOOV


 

405 
 

2018. http://bloknot-moldova.md/news/soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-psrm-i-

edinoy-rossii-852171. 

Bocharova, Svetlana and Kuzmenkova, Ol’ga. 2012. “Rokirovka v storonu pomoshchnikov.” 

[“Castling in the direction of the helpers.”] May 22, 2012. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru 

Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/05/22_a_4596653.shtml. 

 Bocharova, Svetlana and Mukhametshina, Elena. 2018. “Prezidentskaya administratsiya 

obnovilas’ po minimum.” [“Presidential administration updated to a minimum.”] June 

24, 2018. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, September 1, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2018/06/24/773624-administratsiya. 

Bocharova, Svetlana and Savina, Ekaterina. 2010. “Preventivnoe nakazanie oppozitsii.” 

[“Preventive punishment of the opposition.”] November 15, 2010. Accessed from the 

Gazeta.ru Website, February 6, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/11/15_a_3437933.shtml.  

Bohdan, Siarhei. 2015. “Belarus in the Eurasian Economic Union: Enough is Enough.” July 16, 

2015. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, January 1, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-in-the-eurasian-economic-union-enough-is-

enough/.  

Bohdan, Siarhei. 2017a. “Belarus has obtained gas and oil concessions from Russia: but what 

did Russia get in exchange?” April 11, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest 

Website, December 17, 2017. https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-has-obtained-

gas-and-oil-concessions-from-russia-but-what-did-russia-get-in-exchange/.  

http://bloknot-moldova.md/news/soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-psrm-i-edinoy-rossii-852171
http://bloknot-moldova.md/news/soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-psrm-i-edinoy-rossii-852171
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/05/22_a_4596653.shtml
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2018/06/24/773624-administratsiya
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/11/15_a_3437933.shtml
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-in-the-eurasian-economic-union-enough-is-enough/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-in-the-eurasian-economic-union-enough-is-enough/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-has-obtained-gas-and-oil-concessions-from-russia-but-what-did-russia-get-in-exchange/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-has-obtained-gas-and-oil-concessions-from-russia-but-what-did-russia-get-in-exchange/


 

406 
 

Bohdan, Siarhei. 2017b. “Minsk silently builds a new army.” December 7, 2017. Accessed 

from the Belarus Digest Website, January 11, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/minsk-silently-builds-a-new-army/.  

Bohdan, Siarhei. 2017c. “Moscow Erects Border with Belarus, Undermines Its Links With 

Ukraine And The Baltics.” February 20, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest 

Website, May 28, 2017. http://belarusdigest.com/story/moscow-erects-border-

belarus-undermines-its-links-ukraine-and-baltics-29148.  

Bohdan, Siarhei. 2017d. “The Belarusian army: scaled down but better trained and 

autonomous.” December 23, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, January 

11, 2018. https://belarusdigest.com/story/the-belarusian-army-scaled-down-but-

better-trained-and-autonomous/.  

Boletskaya, Kseniya. 2017. ““Gazprom-media” zapuskaet novyi telekanal.” [““Gazprom-

media” launches a new TV channel.”] October 4, 2017. Accessed from the Vedomosti 

Website, February 28, 2018. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/technology/articles/2017/10/04/736544-gazprom-media.  

Bollen, Kenneth A. 1993. “Liberal Democracy: Validity and Method Factors in Cross-National 

Measures.” American Journal of Political Science. 37 (4): 1207-1230. 

Bollen, Kenneth A and Paxton, Pamela. 2000. “Subjective Measures of Liberal Democracy.” 

Comparative Political Studies. 33 (1): 58-86.  

Bolotny, Igor’. 2014. “Novye “klimenki” I starye “kivalovy” snova v stroyu.” [“New “klimenki” 

and old “kivalovs” are back in service.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 16. May 19, 2014: 6.  

https://belarusdigest.com/story/minsk-silently-builds-a-new-army/
http://belarusdigest.com/story/moscow-erects-border-belarus-undermines-its-links-ukraine-and-baltics-29148
http://belarusdigest.com/story/moscow-erects-border-belarus-undermines-its-links-ukraine-and-baltics-29148
https://belarusdigest.com/story/the-belarusian-army-scaled-down-but-better-trained-and-autonomous/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/the-belarusian-army-scaled-down-but-better-trained-and-autonomous/
https://www.vedomosti.ru/technology/articles/2017/10/04/736544-gazprom-media


 

407 
 

Bondarenko, Valeriya. 2005. “Alexander Lebedev: “Vasha revolyutsiya dlya Rossii – 

khoroshaya privivka.”” [“Alexander Lebedev: “Your revolution for Russia is a good 

vaccination.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 3. Janaury 29, 2005.  

Booth, Robert, Harding, Luke, Roth, Andrew and Wintour, Patrick. 2018. “Police launch 

murder inquiry over death of Nikolai Glushkov.” March 17, 2018. Accessed from The 

Guardian Website, March 18, 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-

news/2018/mar/16/police-launch-inquiry-over-death-of-nikolai-glushkov.  

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1972. Outline Of A Theory Of Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press.  

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1992. The Logic of Practice. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.  

Bourdieu, Pierre. 2000. Pascalian Mediations. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

Bradley, Jane, Leopold, Jason, Holmes, Richard, Warren, Tom, Blake, Heidi and Campbell, 

Alex. 2017. “The man who knew too much.” June 19, 2017. Accessed from the 

Buzzfeed Website, March 5, 2018. https://www.buzzfeed.com/janebradley/scientist-

who-helped-connect-litvinenkos-murder-to-

the?utm_term=.mmVDQ21ggO#.tfVzrbO99W. 

Brady, Anne-Marie. 2016. “China’s Foreign Propaganda Machine.” In Authoritarianism Goes 

Global: The Challenge to Democracy. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University 

Press: 187-198.  

Braun, Dietmar and Gilardi, Fabrizio. 2006. “Taking Galton’s Problem Seriously: Towards a 

Theory of Policy Diffusion.” Journal of Theoretical Politics. 18 (3): 298-322.  

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/16/police-launch-inquiry-over-death-of-nikolai-glushkov
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/16/police-launch-inquiry-over-death-of-nikolai-glushkov
https://www.buzzfeed.com/janebradley/scientist-who-helped-connect-litvinenkos-murder-to-the?utm_term=.mmVDQ21ggO#.tfVzrbO99W
https://www.buzzfeed.com/janebradley/scientist-who-helped-connect-litvinenkos-murder-to-the?utm_term=.mmVDQ21ggO#.tfVzrbO99W
https://www.buzzfeed.com/janebradley/scientist-who-helped-connect-litvinenkos-murder-to-the?utm_term=.mmVDQ21ggO#.tfVzrbO99W


 

408 
 

Breslauer, George W and Tetlock, Philip E. 1991. “Introduction.” In Learning in U.S. and 

Soviet Foreign Policy edited by George W Breslauer and Philip E Tretlock. Boulder, CO, 

San Francisco, CA and Oxford: Westview Press: 3-19.  

Breslin, Shaun. 2011. “The ‘China model’ and the global crisis: from Friedrich List to a 

Chinese mode of governance?” International Affairs. 87 (6): 1323-1343.  

Brett, Daniel and Knott, Eleanor. 2015, “Moldova’s parliamentary elections of November 

2014.” Electoral Studies. 40: 438-441. 

Brinks, Daniel and Coppedge, Michael. 2006. “Diffusion is no Illusion: Neighbour Emulation 

in the Third Wave of Democracy.” Comparative Political Studies. 39 (4): 463-489.  

Broers, Laurence. 2016. “Diffusion and default: a linkage and leverage perspective on the 

Nagorny Karabakh conflict.” East European Politics. 32 (3): 378-399.  

Brookes, Jill. 1995. Training and Development Competence: A Practical Guide. London: 

Kogan Page.  

Brown, Andrew. 2014. “The Conservatives as the Workers’ Party? It’s an idea taken from 

Sweden.” February 25, 2014. Accessed from The Guardian Website, January 27, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/feb/25/conservatives-workers-

party-sweden-david-cameron.  

Brownlee, Jason. 2007. Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratisation. Cambridge and New 

York: Cambridge University Press.  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/feb/25/conservatives-workers-party-sweden-david-cameron
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/feb/25/conservatives-workers-party-sweden-david-cameron


 

409 
 

Brownlee, Jason. 2017. “The limited reach of authoritarian powers.” Democratization. 24 

(7): 1326-1344.  

Brudny, Yitzhak M. 1997. “In Pursuit of the Russian Presidency: Why and How Yeltsin Won 

the 1996 Presidential Election.” Communist and Post-Communist Studies. 30 (3): 255-

275.  

Bryman, Alan. 2016. Social Research Methods. 5th edition. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Bryzgalova, Ekaterina and Boletskaya, Ksenia. 2017. “Syuzheto zaderzhanii Naval’nogo 

ischez iz glavnykh novostei “Yandeksa.”” [“The plot of the detention of Navalny 

disappeared from the main news of Yandex.”] March 26, 2017. Accessed from the 

Vedomosti Website, March 17, 2018. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/03/26/682745-syuzhet-ob-areste-

navalnogo.  

Budkevich, Vyacheslav. 2012. “V Belarusi razrabatyvaetsya kontseptsiya protivideistviya 

terrorizmu.” [“The concept of countering terrorism is being developed in Belarus.”] 

October 5, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, January 13, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/314370.html.  

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, Smith Alaistair. 2011. The Dictator’s Handbook: Why Bad 

Behaviour is Almost Always Good Politics. New York: PublicAffairs.  

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, Smith Alaistair, Siverson, Randolph M and Morrow, James D. 

2003. The Logic of Political Survival. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.  

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/03/26/682745-syuzhet-ob-areste-navalnogo
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/03/26/682745-syuzhet-ob-areste-navalnogo
https://news.tut.by/politics/314370.html


 

410 
 

Bugjaski, Janusz and Assenova, Margarita. 2016. Eurasian Disunion: Russia’s Vulnerable 

Flanks. Washington, DC: The Jamestown Foundation.   

Bulanov, Kirill. 2017. “Kolichestvo zaderzhannykh na mitinge Moskvy prevysilo tysyachu 

chelovek.” [“The numbers of detainees at the rally of Moscow exceeded on ethousand 

people.”] March 27, 2017. Accessed from the RBK Website, March 17, 2018. 

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/27/03/2017/58d8b1a19a7947a36960a885.  

Bullough, Oliver. 2014. “Looting Ukriane: the East, the West, and the Corruption of a 

Country.” July 17, 2014. Accessed from the Legatum Institute Website, February 13, 

2018. https://www.li.com/events/looting-ukraine-the-east-the-west-and-the-

corruption-of-a-country.  

Bulmer, Simon, Dolowitz, David, Humphreys, Peter and Padgett, Simon. 2007. Policy 

Transfer In European Union Governance: Regulating the utilities. London and New 

York: Routledge. 

Bunce, Valerie J and Wolchik, Sharon L. 2006a. “Favorable Conditions and Electoral 

Revolutions.” Journal of Democracy. 17 (4): 5-18.  

Bunce, Valerie J and Wolchik, Sharon L. 2006b. “International diffusion and postcommunist 

electoral revolutions.” Communist and Post-Communist Studies. 39 (3): 283-304.  

Burmenko, Ksenia. 2014. “Zhit’ bez opasnosti.” [“Live without danger.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. 

Number 221. November 20, 2014.  

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/27/03/2017/58d8b1a19a7947a36960a885
https://www.li.com/events/looting-ukraine-the-east-the-west-and-the-corruption-of-a-country
https://www.li.com/events/looting-ukraine-the-east-the-west-and-the-corruption-of-a-country


 

411 
 

Burnatseva, Roksana. 2011. “Operatsiya “rotatsiya.”” [“Operation “rotation.””]  April 12, 

2011. Accessed from the Politico.ru Website, January 30, 2018. 

http://politcom.ru/11759.html.  

Burnell, Peter. 2010. “Is there a new autocracy promotion?” Fundación para las Relaciones 

Internacionales y el Diálogo Exterior. Working Paper/Documento de Trabajo. Number 

96. March 2010. Accessed from the Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y el 

Diálogo Exterior Website, December 19, 2016. 

http://fride.org/descarga/WP96_Autocracy_ENG_mar10.pdf.  

Burnell, Peter and Schlumberger, Oliver. 2012. “Promoting democracy – promoting 

autocracy? International politics and national political regimes.” In International 

Politics and National Political Regimes: Promoting Democracy – Promoting Autocracy 

edited by Peter Burnell and Oliver Schlumberger. London and New York: Routledge: 1-

16.  

Burns, Robert. 1995. The Adult Learner at Work. Sydney: Business & Professional Publishing. 

 Burns, Jimmy, Peel, Quentin and Belton, Catherine. 2008. “Georgian tycoon dies of ‘natural 

causes.’” February 14, 2008. Accessed from the Financial Times Website, March 5, 

2018. https://www.ft.com/content/757446ae-da0e-11dc-9bb9-0000779fd2ac.  

Burrett, Tina. 2011. Television and Presidential Power in Putin’s Russia. London and New 

York: Routledge.  

Bushuev, Mikhail. 2017 “Rosgvardiya – god: ee polnomchiya, dostizheniya i skandaly.” [“The 

year of the Rosgvardiya: its power, achievements and scandals.”] April 5, 2017. 

http://politcom.ru/11759.html
http://fride.org/descarga/WP96_Autocracy_ENG_mar10.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/757446ae-da0e-11dc-9bb9-0000779fd2ac


 

412 
 

Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, January 26, 2019. 

https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардии-год-ее-полномочия-достижения-и-

скандалы/a-38290610.  

BusinessView. 2017. “Kakim prezidentom okazalsya Poroshenko v sravnenii c Yanukovichem 

i chto nam dal’she s nim delat’.” [“What kind of President is Poroshenko in comparison 

with Yanukovych and what should we do with him?”] February 24, 2017. Accessed 

from the Business View Website, November 16, 2017. 

http://businessviews.com.ua/ru/studies/id/kakim-prezidentom-stal-poroshenko-

1451/.  

Butkevych, Bohdan. 2015. “Send in the Clones.” The Ukrainian Week. 9 (91): 8-9. 

Butkevych, Bohdan. 2016a. “Bouillabaisse de president.” July 1, 2016. Accessed from The 

Ukrainian Week Website, December 1, 2016. 

http://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/168680.  

Butkevych, Bohdan. 2016b. “The war of all against all.” September 16, 2016. Accessed from 

The Ukrainian Week Website, December 1, 2016. 

http://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/174100.  

Buttigieg, Joseph. 2005. “The contemporary discourse on civil society: A Gramscian 

critique.” Boundary 2. 32 (1): 33-52.  

Butusov, Yuriy. 2010a. “SBU: Tak kuetsya “karayushchiy mech Yanukovicha.”” [“SBU: There 

is smoking “carrying the sword for Yanukovych.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 20. May 29, 

2010.  

https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардии-год-ее-полномочия-достижения-и-скандалы/a-38290610
https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардии-год-ее-полномочия-достижения-и-скандалы/a-38290610
http://businessviews.com.ua/ru/studies/id/kakim-prezidentom-stal-poroshenko-1451/
http://businessviews.com.ua/ru/studies/id/kakim-prezidentom-stal-poroshenko-1451/
http://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/168680
http://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/174100


 

413 
 

Butusov, Yuriy. 2010b. “Sluzhba bezopasnosti koe-kogo ot koe-chego.” [“The security 

service is from anyone.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 34. September 18, 2010.  

Buyev, Maksim. 2017. “Pochemu izbiratelyu budet slozhno poverit’ Ksenii Sobchak.” [“Why 

it will be difficult for a voter to believe Ksenia Sobchak.”] November 26, 2017. 

Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, February 9, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/columns/2017/11/27/743125-poverit-sobchak.  

Bykov, Anton. 2016. “Novye stranye raznoglasiya.” [“New old differences.”] December 27, 

2016. Accessed from the Polit.ru Wesbite, November 30, 2017. 

http://polit.ru/article/2016/12/27/lukashenko/.  

Bykovskiy, Pavlyuk. 2016. “Belorusskie vlasti razryvayut sotsial’nyi kontrakt s naselniem.” 

[“Belarusian authorities break social contract with population.”] March 31, 2016. 

Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусские-власти-разырают-социальный-контракт-с-

населением/a-19153077.   

Calderón Martínez, Pablo. 2015. “The EU and Democratic Leverage: Are There Still Lessons 

to be Learnt from the Spanish Transition to Democracy?” Journal of Contemporary 

European Studies. 23 (4): 530-547.  

Całus, Kamil. 2014a. “Gaugazia: growing separatism in Moldova?” March 10, 2014. Accessed 

from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, January 15, 2018. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2014-03-10/gagauzia-

growing-separatism-moldova.  

https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/columns/2017/11/27/743125-poverit-sobchak
http://polit.ru/article/2016/12/27/lukashenko/
http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусские-власти-разырают-социальный-контракт-с-населением/a-19153077
http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусские-власти-разырают-социальный-контракт-с-населением/a-19153077
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2014-03-10/gagauzia-growing-separatism-moldova
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2014-03-10/gagauzia-growing-separatism-moldova


 

414 
 

Całus, Kamil. 2014b. “Moldova: moderate success for the pro-European parties.” December 

3, 2014. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, May 30, 2016. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-12-03/moldova-moderate-

success-pro-european-parties.  

Całus, Kamil. 2014c. “Russia is playing harder in Moldova.” April 2, 2014. Accessed from the 

Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, Janaury 15, 2018. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-04-02/russia-playing-harder-

moldova.  

Całus, Kamil. 2016a. “Igor Dodon has won the presidential election in Moldova.” November 

14, 2016. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-11-14/igor-dodon-has-won-

presidential-election-moldova.  

Całus, Kamil. 2016b. “Moldova: from oligarch pluralism to Plahotniuc’s hegemony.” April 11, 

2016. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, July 4, 2016. 

http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-04-11/moldova-

oligarchic-pluralism-to-plahotniucs-hegemony.  

Całus, Kamil. 2018a. “Limits of Impunity.” July 5, 2018. Accessed from the New Eastern 

Europe Wesbite, August 7, 2018. http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/07/05/limits-of-

impunity/.  

Całus, Kamil. 2018b. “Moldova’s political theatre. The balance of forces in an election year.” 

January 31, 2018. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 7, 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-12-03/moldova-moderate-success-pro-european-parties
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-12-03/moldova-moderate-success-pro-european-parties
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-04-02/russia-playing-harder-moldova
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-04-02/russia-playing-harder-moldova
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-11-14/igor-dodon-has-won-presidential-election-moldova
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-11-14/igor-dodon-has-won-presidential-election-moldova
http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-04-11/moldova-oligarchic-pluralism-to-plahotniucs-hegemony
http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-04-11/moldova-oligarchic-pluralism-to-plahotniucs-hegemony
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/07/05/limits-of-impunity/
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/07/05/limits-of-impunity/


 

415 
 

2018. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2018-01-

31/moldovas-political-theatre-balance-forces-election-year.  

Całus, Kamil and Oleksy, Piotr. 2016. “Wine and Geopolitics.” New Eastern Europe. 24 (6): 

75-82.  

Cameron, David and Ornstein, Mitchell A. 2012. “Post-Soviet Authoritarianism: The 

Influence of Russia in Its “Near Abroad.”” Post-Soviet Affairs. 28 (1): 1-44.   

Campeanu, Cristian. 2013. “Moldova a ales să protejeze mafia rusească.” [“Moldova chose 

to protect the Russian mafia.”] March 26, 2013. Accessed from the România Liberă 

Website, July 23, 2018. https://romanialibera.ro/actualitate/international/moldova-a-

ales-sa-protejeze-mafia-ruseasca-297302.  

Carapico, Sheila. 2013. “Yemen.” In Dispatches from the Arab Spring: Understanding the 

New Middle East edited by Paul Amar and Vijay Prashad. Minneapolis, MN and 

London: University of Minnesota Press: 101-121.  

Carnell, Dave, Ireland, John, Jones, Claire, Mackreth, Ken and van Wely, Sarah. 2002. 

Advanced PE for OCR AS. Oxford: Heinemann Educational Publishers. 

Carothers, Thomas. 1999. Aiding Democracy Abroad: The Learning Curve. Washington DC: 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

 Carothers, Thomas. 2002. “The End of the Transition Paradigm.” Journal of Democracy. 13 

(1): 5-21. 

Carothers, Thomas. 2006. “The Backlash Against Democracy Promotion.” Foreign Affairs. 85 

(2): 55-68. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2018-01-31/moldovas-political-theatre-balance-forces-election-year
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2018-01-31/moldovas-political-theatre-balance-forces-election-year
https://romanialibera.ro/actualitate/international/moldova-a-ales-sa-protejeze-mafia-ruseasca-297302
https://romanialibera.ro/actualitate/international/moldova-a-ales-sa-protejeze-mafia-ruseasca-297302


 

416 
 

Carothers, Thomas. 2017. “Tramp i politika prodvizheniya demokratii: chto utracheno i chto 

sokhranilos’?” [“Trump and the policy of promoting democracy: what is lost and what 

is preserved?”] October 10, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre 

Website, August 19, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/2017/10/10/ru-pub-73329. 

Carroll, Oliver. 2017. “Ksenia Sobchak: ‘Russia’s Paris Hilton’ to challenge Vladimir Putin for 

presidency but risks splitting the opposition.” October 18, 2017. Accessed from The 

Independent Website, February 27, 2018. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ksenia-sobchak-russia-election-

president-vladimir-putin-challenge-vote-socialite-alexei-navalny-a8007511.html.  

Casper, Gretchen. 1995. Fragile democracies: The legacies of authoritarian rule. Pittsburgh, 

PA: Pittsburgh University Press.  

Ceaglei, Olga and Șevciuc Liuba. 2018. “Lecția Turcă [“The Turkish Lesson.”] October 16, 

2018. Accessed from the Rise.md Website, August 16, 2019. 

https://www.rise.md/articol/lectia-turca/?lang=ru. 

Cezar, Nicholas. 2019. “Plahotniuc fuge in Elvetia. Moldova, rupta in bucati?” [“Plahotniuc 

runs to Switzerland. Moldova broken into pieces?”] Accessed from the National 

Website, July 7, 2019. https://www.national.ro/news/plahotniuc-fuge-in-elvetia-

moldova-rupta-in-bucati-660037.html/. 

Chang, Eric and Golden, Miriam A. 2010. “Sources of Corruption in Authoritarian Regimes.” 

Social Science Quarterly. 91 (1): 1-20.  

https://carnegie.ru/2017/10/10/ru-pub-73329
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ksenia-sobchak-russia-election-president-vladimir-putin-challenge-vote-socialite-alexei-navalny-a8007511.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ksenia-sobchak-russia-election-president-vladimir-putin-challenge-vote-socialite-alexei-navalny-a8007511.html
https://www.rise.md/articol/lectia-turca/?lang=ru
https://www.national.ro/news/plahotniuc-fuge-in-elvetia-moldova-rupta-in-bucati-660037.html/
https://www.national.ro/news/plahotniuc-fuge-in-elvetia-moldova-rupta-in-bucati-660037.html/


 

417 
 

Charnysh, Volha. 2011. “A Click Away From The KGB: Internet Revolution In Belarus?” June 

7, 2011. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, June 15, 2016. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/click-away-kgb-internet-revolution-belarus-2710.   

Charnysh, Volha. 2015. “Pro-Government Parties In Belarus: Are They Real?” April 29, 2015. 

Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, November 5, 2016. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/pro-government-parties-belarus-are-they-real-22524.  

Charnysh, Volha. 2016. “Police in Belarus: Guardian or Threat?” February 4, 2016. Accessed 

from the Belarus Digest Website, January 11, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/police-in-belarus-guardian-or-threat/.  

Chavkin, Sasha. 2017. “Senators Call for Investigation as Ross Confirms Plan to sell Stake in 

Russia-Linked Company.” November 14, 2017. Accessed from the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/senators-call-for-investigation-

as-ross-confirms-plan-to-sell-stake-in-russia-linked-company/.  

Chavkin, Sasha and Hamilton, Martha H. 2017. “Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross benefits 

from business ties to Putin’s inner circle.” November 5, 2017. Accessed from the 

International Consortium of Investigative Journalists Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/donald-trumps-commerce-

secretary-wilbur-ross-and-his-russian-business-ties/.   

Cheban, Evgeniy. 2018. “Vlasti trebuyut aresta Usatogo po novomu ugolovnomu delu. V 

chem obvinyayut lidera “Nashei Partii?”” [“The authorities demand that Usati be 

arrested in a new criminal case. What is the leader of “Our Party” accused of?” 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/click-away-kgb-internet-revolution-belarus-2710
http://belarusdigest.com/story/pro-government-parties-belarus-are-they-real-22524
https://belarusdigest.com/story/police-in-belarus-guardian-or-threat/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/senators-call-for-investigation-as-ross-confirms-plan-to-sell-stake-in-russia-linked-company/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/senators-call-for-investigation-as-ross-confirms-plan-to-sell-stake-in-russia-linked-company/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/donald-trumps-commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-and-his-russian-business-ties/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/donald-trumps-commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-and-his-russian-business-ties/


 

418 
 

January 3, 2019. Accessed from from the NewsMaker.md Website, January 4, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-trebuyut-aresta-usatogo-po-novomu-

ugolovnomu-delu-v-chem-obvinyayut-lidera-40983. 

Cheibub, José Antonio, Gandhi, Jennifer, Vreeland, James Raymond. 2010. “Democracy and 

dictatorship revisited.” Public Choice. 143 (1/2): 67-101. 

Chernov, Viktor. 2008. “Tretii sector v Belarusi (4).” [“The third sector in Belarus (4).”] March 

26, 2008. Accessed from the nmnby.eu Website, June 5, 2016. 

http://nmnby.eu/news/analytics/1348.html. 

Chevordov, Yuriy. 2012. “Viktor Medvedchuk. Elitnyi spoiler ili pretendant.” [“Viktor 

Medvedchuk. An elite spoiler or applicant?”] December 1, 2012. Accessed from the 

LB.ua Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/blog/yuriy_chevordov/180943_viktor_medvedchuk_elitniy_spoyler.html  

Chornovil, Tetyana. 2013. “Donets’ka vendetta 3. Zrada Yuriya Enakiyev’skogo. Abo yak 

Yanukovich ta Akhmetov nareshti opinilsya v odnomu chovni.” [“Donetsk Vendetta 3. 

The Betrayal of Yuriy Yenakiyevsky. Or Yanukovych and Akhmetov finally found 

themselves in the same boat.”] January 28, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrains’ka 

Pravda Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://blogs.pravda.com.ua/authors/chornovol/51069d2d85e92/.  

Chornovil, Tetyana. 2015. “L’ovochkin – vozhd’ “protivsikhiv.”” [“Lyovochkin is the leader of 

the “anti-sticks.””] September 12, 2015. Accessed from the Ukrains’ka Pravda 

Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://blogs.pravda.com.ua/authors/chornovol/55f41b0b367c1/.  

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-trebuyut-aresta-usatogo-po-novomu-ugolovnomu-delu-v-chem-obvinyayut-lidera-40983
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vlasti-trebuyut-aresta-usatogo-po-novomu-ugolovnomu-delu-v-chem-obvinyayut-lidera-40983
http://nmnby.eu/news/analytics/1348.html
https://lb.ua/blog/yuriy_chevordov/180943_viktor_medvedchuk_elitniy_spoyler.html
https://blogs.pravda.com.ua/authors/chornovol/51069d2d85e92/
https://blogs.pravda.com.ua/authors/chornovol/55f41b0b367c1/


 

419 
 

Chubchenko, Yuriy. 2000. “Novosti. Luchinskiy boretsya s parlamentom.” [“News. Luchinskiy 

struggles with parliament.”] Kommersant-Daily. Number 138. July 29, 2000: 3.  

Ciobanu, Claudia. 2015. “Romania’s explosion of righteous anger signals a fragile hope.” 

November 5, 2015. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/nov/05/romania-nightclub-

tragedy-victor-ponta.  

Ciobanu, Claudia. 2017. “With this victory Romania’s protesters have truly proved their 

mettle.” February 5, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/feb/05/romania-victory-

protesters-corruption-creativity-solidarity.  

Ciurea, Corneliu. 2016. “Why a united opposition in Moldova is impossible.” February 4, 

2016. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/corneliu-ciurea/why-united-opposition-

in-moldova-is-impossible.  

Clark, Iryna. 2015. “Mediation of “civil society” in the Belarusian press 2000-2010: between 

“heterglossia” and “monologism.”” Arche. 4: 161-187. 

Clayton, Nicholas. “Crimean Tatars Feel Abandoned by Turkey.” November 26, 2014. 

Accessed from the Eurasianet Website, August 15, 2019. 

https://eurasianet.org/crimean-tatars-feel-abandoned-by-turkey. 

Cleary, Laura. 2016. “Half measures and incomplete reforms: the breeding ground for a 

hybrid civil Society in Ukraine.” Southeast European and Black Sea Studies. 16 (1): 7-

23.  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/nov/05/romania-nightclub-tragedy-victor-ponta
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/nov/05/romania-nightclub-tragedy-victor-ponta
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/feb/05/romania-victory-protesters-corruption-creativity-solidarity
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/feb/05/romania-victory-protesters-corruption-creativity-solidarity
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/corneliu-ciurea/why-united-opposition-in-moldova-is-impossible
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/corneliu-ciurea/why-united-opposition-in-moldova-is-impossible
https://eurasianet.org/crimean-tatars-feel-abandoned-by-turkey


 

420 
 

CNN. 2000. “Larry King Live: Russian president Vladimir Putin Discusses Domestic and 

Foreign Affairs.” September 8, 2000. Accessed from the CNN Website, October 11, 

2017. http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0009/08/lkl.00.html.  

Coalson, Robert. 2013. “News Analysis: Flip-Flops Point to Splits in Yanukovych’s Circle.” 

December 12, 2013. Accessed from the Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe Website, 

February 13, 2018. https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-analysis-yanukovych-

divisions/25198463.html. 

 Cobain, Ian. 2014. “Boris Berezovsky inquest returns open verdict on death.” March 27, 

2014. Accessed from The Guardian Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/27/boris-berezovsky-inquest-open-

verdict-death. 

Codrean, Irina and Călugrăreanu, Vitalie. 2009. “Imperiul imobiliar al familiei prezidentiale.” 

[“The real estate empire of the presidential family.”] March 26, 2009. Accessed from 

the Timpul.md Website, September 2, 2019. https://www.timpul.md/articol/imperiul-

imobiliar-al-familiei-prezidentiale-1137.html. 

Cojocari, Vasile. 2017. “Istoricul chemărilor ambasadorilor străini de la Muscova, dovada 

conflictelor cu Kremlinul.” [“The history of recalls of foreign ammbassdors from 

Moscow, proof of conflicts with the Kremlin.”] December 20, 2017. Accessed from the 

Deschide Website, December 20, 2017. 

https://deschide.md/ro/stiri/social/23354/Istoricul-chem%C4%83rilor-ambasadorilor-

str%C4%83ini-de-la-Moscova-dovada-conflictelor-cu-Kremlinul.htm. 

http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0009/08/lkl.00.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-analysis-yanukovych-divisions/25198463.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-analysis-yanukovych-divisions/25198463.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/27/boris-berezovsky-inquest-open-verdict-death
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/27/boris-berezovsky-inquest-open-verdict-death
https://www.timpul.md/articol/imperiul-imobiliar-al-familiei-prezidentiale-1137.html
https://www.timpul.md/articol/imperiul-imobiliar-al-familiei-prezidentiale-1137.html
https://deschide.md/ro/stiri/social/23354/Istoricul-chem%C4%83rilor-ambasadorilor-str%C4%83ini-de-la-Moscova-dovada-conflictelor-cu-Kremlinul.htm
https://deschide.md/ro/stiri/social/23354/Istoricul-chem%C4%83rilor-ambasadorilor-str%C4%83ini-de-la-Moscova-dovada-conflictelor-cu-Kremlinul.htm


 

421 
 

 Cojocaru, Bogdan. 2019. “Criza politică din Republic Moldova: cine este Vlad Plahotniuc, 

oligarhul care ține captive un stat – trezorierul democrat al comuniștilor din Republica 

Moldova, deținătoril unui imperiu media cu puterea de a pune și răpune președinți.” 

[“The political crisis in the Republic of Moldova: who is Vlad Plahotniuc, the oligarch 

who holds a state captive – the democratic treasurer of the communists of the 

Republic of Moldova, the owner of a media empire with the power to appoint and 

question presidents.”] June 10, 2019. Accessed from the Ziarul Financiar Website, 

September 2, 2019. https://www.zf.ro/business-international/criza-politica-republica-

moldova-vlad-plahotniuc-oligarhul-tine-captiv-stat-trezorierul-democrat-comunistilor-

republica-moldova-detinatorul-unui-imperiu-media-puterea-pune-rapune-presedinti-

18164495. 

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2004. “Soglashenie o mirotvorcheskoi deyatel’nosti 

Organizatsii Dogovora o kollektivnoi bezopasnosti.” [“Agreement on peacekeeping 

activities of the Collective Security Treaty.”] June 18, 2004. Accessed from the 

Collective Security Treaty Organisation Website, September 21, 2016. http://odkb-

csto.org/documents/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1679.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2012a. “Na pervykh mirotvorcheskikh ucheniyakh 

ODKB pobezhdaet druzhba.” [“Friendship in the first peacekeeping exercises of the 

CSTO.”] October 14, 2015. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

Website, November 27, 2017. http://odkb-

csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1279&SECTION_ID=&sphrase_id=24910.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2013a. “Vtoroe uchenie Mirotvorcheskikh sil ODKB 

“Nerushimoe Brratstvo-2013,” 7-11 Oktyabrya 2013 g., Chelyabinskaya obl.g. 

https://www.zf.ro/business-international/criza-politica-republica-moldova-vlad-plahotniuc-oligarhul-tine-captiv-stat-trezorierul-democrat-comunistilor-republica-moldova-detinatorul-unui-imperiu-media-puterea-pune-rapune-presedinti-18164495
https://www.zf.ro/business-international/criza-politica-republica-moldova-vlad-plahotniuc-oligarhul-tine-captiv-stat-trezorierul-democrat-comunistilor-republica-moldova-detinatorul-unui-imperiu-media-puterea-pune-rapune-presedinti-18164495
https://www.zf.ro/business-international/criza-politica-republica-moldova-vlad-plahotniuc-oligarhul-tine-captiv-stat-trezorierul-democrat-comunistilor-republica-moldova-detinatorul-unui-imperiu-media-puterea-pune-rapune-presedinti-18164495
https://www.zf.ro/business-international/criza-politica-republica-moldova-vlad-plahotniuc-oligarhul-tine-captiv-stat-trezorierul-democrat-comunistilor-republica-moldova-detinatorul-unui-imperiu-media-puterea-pune-rapune-presedinti-18164495
http://odkb-csto.org/documents/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1679
http://odkb-csto.org/documents/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1679
http://odkb-csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1279&SECTION_ID=&sphrase_id=24910
http://odkb-csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=1279&SECTION_ID=&sphrase_id=24910


 

422 
 

Chebarkul’.” [“The Second training of the CSTO Peacekeeping Force “Unbreakable 

Brotherhood-2013,” October 7-11, 2013, Cherbakul, Chelyabinsk oblast.”] October 11, 

2013. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation Website, November 

27, 2017.  http://odkb-

csto.org/training/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=2825&SECTION_ID=188&sphrase_id=2490

9.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2013b. “Vzaimodeistvie vlasti i obshchestva v 

tselyakh protivodeistviya vneshnemu vmeshatel’stvu i “tsvetnym revolyutsiyam.”” 

[“Interaction between authorities and society in order to counter external 

interference and colour revolutions.”] December 20, 2013. Accessed from the 

Collective Security Treaty Organisation Website, Janaury 27, 2019. http://www.odkb-

csto.org/association/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3134&sphrase_id=21524.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2014a. “Organizatsiya dogovora o kollektivnoi 

bezopasnosti, SNG, ShOS: V Kyrgystane stranny ODKB provedut ucheniya po vedeniyu 

mirotvorcheskikh operatsiy.” [“Organization of the Collective Security Treaty, CIS, SCO: 

In Kyrgyzstan, CSTO countries will conduct exercises on conducting peacekeeping 

operations.”] July 24, 2014. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

Website, November 27, 2017. http://odkb-csto.org/obzor-

pressy/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3587&sphrase_id=24910.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2014b. “Ustavnye organy ODKB.” [“CSTO Statutory 

Bodies.”] April 25, 2014. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

Website, November 27, 2017. http://odkb-

csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3563&SECTION_ID=102.  

http://odkb-csto.org/training/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=2825&SECTION_ID=188&sphrase_id=24909
http://odkb-csto.org/training/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=2825&SECTION_ID=188&sphrase_id=24909
http://odkb-csto.org/training/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=2825&SECTION_ID=188&sphrase_id=24909
http://www.odkb-csto.org/association/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3134&sphrase_id=21524
http://www.odkb-csto.org/association/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3134&sphrase_id=21524
http://odkb-csto.org/obzor-pressy/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3587&sphrase_id=24910
http://odkb-csto.org/obzor-pressy/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3587&sphrase_id=24910
http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3563&SECTION_ID=102
http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3563&SECTION_ID=102


 

423 
 

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2014c. “Ustavnye organy ODKB.” [“CSTO Statutory 

Bodies.”] June 10, 2014. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

Website, November 27, 2017. http://odkb-

csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3561&SECTION_ID=98.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2015. “Ustavnye organy ODKB.” [“CSTO Statutory 

Bodies.”] January 22, 2015. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

Website, November 27, 2017. http://odkb-

csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=4327&SECTION_ID=101.  

Collective Security Treaty Organisation. 2017. “V Kazakhstane Kollektivnye mirotvorcheskie 

sily ODKB na zaklyuchitel’nom etape ucheniya “Nerushimoe Bratstvo-2017” otrabotali 

deistviya pri patrulirovanii naselennykh punktov, okhrane vazhnykh ob’ektov, 

razminirovanii mestnosti, protivodeistvii massovym besporyadkam.” [“In Kazakhstan, 

the collective peacekeeping forces of the CSTO at the final stage of the “Unbreakable 

Brotherhood-2017” exercise have worked out actions for patrolling settlements, 

protecting important facilities, demining the terrain, countering mass riots.”] October 

20, 2017. Accessed from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation Website, 

November 27, 2017. http://odkb-

csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=11631&SECTION_ID=91&sphrase_id=24910.  

Collin, Matthew. 2007. The Time of the Rebels: Youth Resistance Movements and 21st 

Century Revolutions. London: Serpent’s Tail.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2000. “Reshenie ob Informatsii o khode vypolneniya 

Resheniya Soveta glav gosudarstv Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv ot 1 

http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3561&SECTION_ID=98
http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=3561&SECTION_ID=98
http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=4327&SECTION_ID=101
http://odkb-csto.org/authorized_organs/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=4327&SECTION_ID=101
http://odkb-csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=11631&SECTION_ID=91&sphrase_id=24910
http://odkb-csto.org/news/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=11631&SECTION_ID=91&sphrase_id=24910


 

424 
 

Dekabrya 2000 goda ob Antiterroristicheskom Tsentre Gosudarstv – uchastnikov 

Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv.” [“Decision on information on the 

implementation of the Decision of the Council of Heads of State of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States of December 1, 2000 on the Antiterrorist 

Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States.”] 

December 1, 2000. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, 

November 25, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20423.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2001a. “Reshenie o doklade o khode vypolneniya v  

2000 godu Mezhgosudarstvennoi programmy gosudarstv – uchastnikov Sodruzhestva 

Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv po bor’be c mezhdunarodnym terrorizmom i inymi 

proyavleniyami ekstremizma do 2003 goda.” [“Decision the Progress Report on the 

implementation in 2000 of the Interstate Program for Joint Measures to Combat 

Crime for the Period from 2000 to 2003 and the Program of the Member States of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States to Combat International Terrorism and Other 

Extremism until 2003.”] 2001. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent 

States Website, November 25, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20415.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2001b. “Reshenie ob Analiticheskom doklade “Itogi 

deyatel’nosti SNG za 10 let i zadachi na perspektivu” i Zayavlenni glav gosudarstv – 

uchastnikov Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv v svyazi c 10-letiem obrazovaniya 

SNG.” [“Decision about the Analytical Report “Results of CIS activities for 10 years and 

the tasks for the future” and the Statement of the heads of state-participants of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States in connection with the 10th anniversary of the 

http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20423
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20415


 

425 
 

formation of the CIS.”] 2001. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent 

States Website, November 25, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20426.   

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2005. “Reshenie o Kontseptsii sotrudnichestva 

gosudarstv – uchastnikov Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv v bor’be s 

terrorizmom i inymi nasil’stvennymi proyavleniyami ekstremizma.” [“Decision on the 

Concept of Cooperation of the member states of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States in Combating Terrorism and Other Violent Manifestations of Extremism.”] 2005. 

Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, November 26, 

2017. http://e-cis.info/page.php?id=20313. 

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2009a. “Analiticheskaya Zapiska ob intogakh 

zasedaniya Soveta glav pravitel'stva Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv, 

sostoyavshegosya 22 Maya 2009 goda.” [“Analytical Note about the results of the 

meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States held on May 22, 2009.”] May 22, 2009. Accessed from the 

Commonwealth of Independent States Website, November 25, 2017. http://www.e-

cis.info/page.php?id=11518.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2009b. “Analiticheskaya Zapiska ob intogakh 

zasedaniya Soveta glav pravitel'stva Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv, 

sostoyavshegosya 20 Noyabrya 2009 goda.” [“Analytical Note about the results of the 

meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States held on November 20, 2009.”] November 20, 2009. Accessed from 

the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, November 25, 2017. 

http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=15160.   

http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=20426
http://e-cis.info/page.php?id=20313
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=11518
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=11518
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=15160


 

426 
 

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2011a. “Informatsiya o Sbore rukovodyashchego 

sostava antiterroristicheskikh podrazdeleniy organov bezopasnosti i spetsial’nykh 

sluzhb gosudarstv – uchastnikov SNG “Donbass-Antiterror-2011” (g. Donetsk, Ukraina, 

27-30 Sentyabrya 2011 goda).” [“Information on the selection of the leadership of the 

antiterrorist subdivisions of security agencies and special services of the CIS member 

states “Donbass-Antiterror-2011” (Donetsk, Ukraine, September 27-30, 2011).”] 

September 27-30, 2011. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States 

Website, November 26, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=19383.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2011b. “V stolitse Azerbaidzhana proshlo zasedanie 

soveta rukovoditelei organov bezopasnosti i spetsial’nykh sluzhb gosudarstv 

sodruzhestva.” [“The meeting of the council of heads of security organisations and 

special services of the Commonwealth of Independent States met in the capital of 

Azerbaijan.”] October 27, 2011. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent 

States Website, December 26, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=19560.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2012. “Informatsiya ob ocherednom zasedaniya 

Soveta ministrov vnutrennikh del gosudarstv – uchastinikov Sodruzhestva 

Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv (7-8 Sentyabrya 2012 goda).” [“Information on the regular 

meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Interior of the Member States of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States (September 7-8, 2012).”] September 8, 2012. 

Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, December 26, 

2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=22865.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2013a. “Informatsiya ob itogakh 34-go zasedaniya 

Soveta rukovoditelei organov bezopasnosti i spetsial’nykh sluzhba gosudarstv – 

http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=19383
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=19560
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=22865


 

427 
 

uchastnikov Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv.” [“Information on the results of 

the 34th meeting of the Council of Heads of Security Authorities and Special Services of 

the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States.”] May 15, 2013. 

Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, November 26, 

2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=23446.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2013b. “Informatsiya ob ocherednom zasedanii 

Soveta Ministrov  Vnutrennikh Del Gosudarstv – uchastnikov Sodruzhestva 

Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv.” [“Information on the next meeting of the Council of 

Ministers of Internal Affairs of the member States of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States.”] September 10-11, 2013. Accessed from the Commonwealth of 

Independent States Website, November 25, 2017. http://www.e-

cis.info/page.php?id=23673.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2015a. “Informatsiya ob itogakh 38-go zasedaniya 

Soveta rukovoditelei organov bezopasnosti i spetsial’nykh sluzhba gosudarstv – 

uchastnikov Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv.” [“Information on the results of 

the 38th meeting of the Council of Heads of Security Authorities and Special Services of 

the Members States of the Commonwealth of Independent States.”] May 26, 2015. 

Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, November 26, 

2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=24693.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2015b. “Reshenie ot 30 Oktyabrya 2015 goda gorod 

Dushanbe o khode realizatsii polozheniy Dogovora o zone svobodnoi torgovli ot 18 

Oktyabrya 2011 goda.” [Decision from October 30, 2015 Dushanbe On the 

Implementation of the provisions of the Free Trade Area Treaty of October 18, 2011.”] 

http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=23446
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=23673
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=23673
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=24693


 

428 
 

October 30, 2015. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, 

November 25, 2017. 

http://www.cis.minsk.by/reestr/ru/index.html#reestr/view/text?doc=5237.  

Commonwealth of Independent States. 2017. “Informatsiya ob itogakh 43-go zasedaniya 

Soveta rukovoditelei organov bezopasnosti i spetsial’nykh sluzhb gosudarstv – 

uchastnikov Sodruzhestva Nezavisimykh Gosudarstv.” [“Information about the results 

of the 43rd meeting of the Council of Head of Security Authorities and Special Services 

of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States.”] December 19, 

2017. Accessed from the Commonwealth of Independent States Website, December 

26, 2017. http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=26155.  

Connett, David. 2017. “Romania: government retracts controversial decree after protests.” 

February 4, 2017. Accessed from the Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/romania-government-retracts-

decree-after-protests.  

Cooley, Alexander. 2013. “The League of Authoritarian Gentlemen.” January 30, 2013. 

Accessed from the Foreign Policy Website, September 21, 2016. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/01/30/the-league-of-authoritarian-gentlemen/.  

Cooley, Alexander. 2015. “Countering Democratic Norms.” Journal of Democracy. 26 (3): 49-

63.  

Coppedge, Micahel and Gerring, John. 2011. “Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: A 

New Approach.” Studies in Comparative International Development. 9 (2): 247-267.  

http://www.cis.minsk.by/reestr/ru/index.html#reestr/view/text?doc=5237
http://www.e-cis.info/page.php?id=26155
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/romania-government-retracts-decree-after-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/romania-government-retracts-decree-after-protests
http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/01/30/the-league-of-authoritarian-gentlemen/


 

429 
 

Coynash, Halya. 2014. “Signed into Dictatorship.” January 17, 2014. Accessed from the 

Pravda Lyudini v Ukraine Website, October 23, 2016. 

http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1389993373. 

Cozonac, Cornelia and Guka, Iacob. 2005. “Neurochirurgia – un SRL al clanului Voronin?” 

[“Neurosurgery – an SRL of the Voronin clan?”] February 11, 2005. Accessed from the 

Centrul de Investigații Jurnalistice Website, September 2, 2019. 

https://www.investigatii.md/ro/investigatii/bani-publici/neurochirurgia-un-srl-al-

clanului-voronin. 

Crawford, David and Bensmann, Marcus. 2015. “Putin’s early years.” July 30, 2015. Accessed 

from the Correctiv Website, October 24, 2017. 

https://correctiv.org/en/investigations/system-putin/article/2015/07/30/putins-early-

years/. 

Crotty, Michael. 1998. The Foundations of Social Research: Meaning and Perspective in the 

Research Process. London, Thousand Oaks, CA, New Delhi and Singapore: SAGE 

Publications. 

Dabrowski, Marek. 2017. “Ukraine’s oligarchs are bad for democracy and economic reform.” 

October 3, 2017. Accessed from the Brugel Website, November 17, 2018. 

http://bruegel.org/2017/10/ukraines-oligarchs-are-bad-for-democracy-and-economic-

reform/. 

 Dagaev, Dmitry, Lamberova, Natalia, Sobolev, Anton and Sonin. Knonstantin. 2014. “The 

Arab Spring Logic of the Ukrainian Revolution. March 31, 2014. Accessed from the 

http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1389993373
https://www.investigatii.md/ro/investigatii/bani-publici/neurochirurgia-un-srl-al-clanului-voronin
https://www.investigatii.md/ro/investigatii/bani-publici/neurochirurgia-un-srl-al-clanului-voronin
https://correctiv.org/en/investigations/system-putin/article/2015/07/30/putins-early-years/
https://correctiv.org/en/investigations/system-putin/article/2015/07/30/putins-early-years/
http://bruegel.org/2017/10/ukraines-oligarchs-are-bad-for-democracy-and-economic-reform/
http://bruegel.org/2017/10/ukraines-oligarchs-are-bad-for-democracy-and-economic-reform/


 

430 
 

Policy Brief, August 12, 2019. https://freepolicybriefs.org/2014/03/31/the-arab-

spring-logic-of-the-ukrainian-revolution/. 

Davenport, Christian. 2007. “State Repression and the Tyrannical Peace.” Journal of Peace 

Research. 44 (4): 485-504.   

Davidoff, Victor. 2013. “The Hunt for Foreign Agents Has Begun.” The Moscow Times. 

Number 5099. April 1, 2013: 53.   

Davies, Katie. 2017. “These Uncensored Questions Gatecrashed Putin’s Annual Call-In 

Marathon.” June 15, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, October 12, 

2017. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/the-uncensored-questions-gatecrashing-

putins-annual-call-in-marathon-58203. 

 Davies, Philip H. J. 2001. “Spies as Informants: Triangulation and the Interpretation of Elite 

Interview Data in the Study of the Intelligence and Security Services.” Politics. 21 (1): 

73-80.  

Dawisha. Karen. 2014. Putin’s Kleptocracy: Who owns Russia? New York: Simon & Schuster 

Paperbacks.  

de Borja Lasheras, Francisco. 2016. “Reforming Ukraine in times of war and counter-

revolution.” New Eastern Europe. 24 (6): 54-61.  

de Costin, Ionescu. 2017. “Romanian government secretly adopts emergency ordinaces 

critics say undermine fight against corruption.” January 31, 2017. Accessed from the 

hotnews.ro Website, July 14, 2017. http://english.hotnews.ro/stiri-top_news-

https://freepolicybriefs.org/2014/03/31/the-arab-spring-logic-of-the-ukrainian-revolution/
https://freepolicybriefs.org/2014/03/31/the-arab-spring-logic-of-the-ukrainian-revolution/
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/the-uncensored-questions-gatecrashing-putins-annual-call-in-marathon-58203
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/the-uncensored-questions-gatecrashing-putins-annual-call-in-marathon-58203
http://english.hotnews.ro/stiri-top_news-21570944-romanian-government-secretly-adopts-emergency-ordinances-critics-say-undermine-fight-against-corruption.htm


 

431 
 

21570944-romanian-government-secretly-adopts-emergency-ordinances-critics-say-

undermine-fight-against-corruption.htm.  

de la Torre, Carlos. 2017. “Hugo Chávez and the diffusion of Bolivarianism.” 

Democratization. 24 (7): 1271-1288.  

Deibert, Roland J. 2013. Black Code: Inside the battle for cyberspace. Toronto: McClelland & 

Stewart. 

Delo.ua. 2016. ““My zanimaemsya tol’ko biznesom, poetomu ham proshche,” – vitse 

president EVRAZ Denis Novozhenov.” [““We do business only, that’s why it’s easier for 

us” – Denis Novozhenov, EVRAZ Vice-President.”] July 4, 2016. Accessed from the 

Delo.ua Website, July 23, 2018. https://delo.ua/business/my-zanimaemsja-tolko-

biznesom-poetomu-nam-prosche-vice-prezi-319345/.  

Demidetskiy, Valeriy. 2017. “Farit Mukhametshin: V rossiysko-moldavskikh otnosheniyakh 

nametilos’ uluchshenie.” [“Farit Mukhametshin: Russian-Moldovan relations show 

improvement.”] Moldavskie Vedomosti. Number 13. April 7, 2017: 2. 

 Den’. 2015. “Lozhkin naznachen zamestitelem glavy Natssoveta reform.” [“Lozhkin 

appointed deputy head of the National Council for Reform.”] June 3, 2015. Accessed 

from the Den’ Website, January 24, 2018. https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030615-

lozhkin-naznachen-zamestitelem-glavy-nacsoveta-reform.  

Denk, Thomas. 2013. “How to measure polyarchy with Freedom House: a proposal for 

revision.” Quality and Quantity. 47 (6): 3457-347. 

http://english.hotnews.ro/stiri-top_news-21570944-romanian-government-secretly-adopts-emergency-ordinances-critics-say-undermine-fight-against-corruption.htm
http://english.hotnews.ro/stiri-top_news-21570944-romanian-government-secretly-adopts-emergency-ordinances-critics-say-undermine-fight-against-corruption.htm
https://delo.ua/business/my-zanimaemsja-tolko-biznesom-poetomu-nam-prosche-vice-prezi-319345/
https://delo.ua/business/my-zanimaemsja-tolko-biznesom-poetomu-nam-prosche-vice-prezi-319345/
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030615-lozhkin-naznachen-zamestitelem-glavy-nacsoveta-reform
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030615-lozhkin-naznachen-zamestitelem-glavy-nacsoveta-reform


 

432 
 

Denkov, Dmitriy. 2016. “Chto takoe “slepoi trast” i kuda Poroshenko peredal svoi Roshen.” 

[“What is a “blind trust” and who did Poroshenko hand over Roshen to?”] January 18, 

2016. Accessed from the 112.ua Website, March 27, 2018. 

https://112.ua/mnenie/chto-takoe-slepoy-trast-i-kuda-poroshenko-peredal-svoy-

roshen-285792.html. 

Denning, Steve. 2018. “Understanding the Trump – Putin bromance.” July 29, 2018. 

Accessed from the Forbes Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevedenning/2018/07/29/understanding-the-trump-

putin-bromance/#6b9c4f9b675b. 

Depoy, Erik. 1996. “Boris Yeltsin and the 1996 Russian Presidential Election.” Presidential 

Studies Quarterly. 26 (4): 1140-1164.  

Dergachev, Vladimir. 2014. “Posol’stvo v osade.” [“Embassy under siege.”] March 14, 2014. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 9, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2014/03/13_a_5948865.shtml?updated.  

Dergachev, Vladimir, Kirillov, Dmitriy and Khalikova, Nadezhda. 2016. ““Silovoi variant” dlya 

posol’stva na Ukraine.” [““Power option” for the embassy in Ukraine.”] July 29, 2016. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 13, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/07/29_a_9719417.shtml?updated.  

Dergachev, Vladimir, Maetnaya, Elizaveta and Rozhkova, Natal’ya. 2016. “General’skaya 

uborka.” [“General cleaning.”] July 28, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

December 13, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/07/28_a_9716345.shtml?updated.  

https://112.ua/mnenie/chto-takoe-slepoy-trast-i-kuda-poroshenko-peredal-svoy-roshen-285792.html
https://112.ua/mnenie/chto-takoe-slepoy-trast-i-kuda-poroshenko-peredal-svoy-roshen-285792.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevedenning/2018/07/29/understanding-the-trump-putin-bromance/#6b9c4f9b675b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevedenning/2018/07/29/understanding-the-trump-putin-bromance/#6b9c4f9b675b
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2014/03/13_a_5948865.shtml?updated
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/07/29_a_9719417.shtml?updated
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/07/28_a_9716345.shtml?updated


 

433 
 

Deschide.md. 2016. “Minstr Andrei Galbur provel vstrechu s Viktoriy Nuland.” [“Minister 

Andrei Galbur met with Victoria Nuland.”] February 14, 2016. Accessed from the 

AVA.md Website, January 2, 2018. https://ava.md/2016/02/14/ministr-andrey-galbur-

provel-vstrechu/.  

Detektor. 2016. ““1 + 1,” “Era,” “112 Ukraina,” NewsOne: chi kupuyut’ ikh lyudi 

Poroshenko?” [““1 + 1,” “Era,” “112 Ukraina,” NewsOne: Are Poroshenko’s people 

buying them.”] August 29, 2016. Accessed from the Detektor Website, July 1, 2017. 

http://detector.media/medialife/article/118246/2016-08-29-11-era-112-ukraina-

newsone-chi-kupuyut-ikh-lyudi-poroshenka/.   

Di Palma, Guiseppe. 1990. To Craft Democracies: An Essay on Democratic Transitions. 

Berkley, CA and Oxford: California University Press.  

Diamond, Larry. 2008. “The Democratic Rollback.” Foreign Affairs. 87 (2): 36-48.  

Diamond, Larry, Plattner, Marc F and Walker, Christopher. 2016. “Introduction.” In 

Authoritarianism Goes Global: The Challenge to Democracy. Baltimore, MD: Johns 

Hopkins University Press: 3- 19.  

Dibeh, Ghassan. 2009. “The political economy of central banking in the MENA region with 

special reference to Lebanon.” In Monetary Policy and Central Banking in the Middle 

East and North Africa edited by David Cobham and Ghassan Dibeh. London and New 

York: Routledge: 9-26. 

Dickinson, Peter. 2017. “Putin i Oranzhevaya Revolyutisya.” [“Putin and the Orange 

Revolution.”] March 14, 2017. Accessed from the NV.ua Website, August 7, 2019. 

https://nv.ua/opinion/putin-i-oranzhevaja-revoljutsija-802368.html. 

https://ava.md/2016/02/14/ministr-andrey-galbur-provel-vstrechu/
https://ava.md/2016/02/14/ministr-andrey-galbur-provel-vstrechu/
http://detector.media/medialife/article/118246/2016-08-29-11-era-112-ukraina-newsone-chi-kupuyut-ikh-lyudi-poroshenka/
http://detector.media/medialife/article/118246/2016-08-29-11-era-112-ukraina-newsone-chi-kupuyut-ikh-lyudi-poroshenka/
https://nv.ua/opinion/putin-i-oranzhevaja-revoljutsija-802368.html


 

434 
 

Didkovskaya, Alina and Mukhametshina, Elena. 2018. “Gosduma odobrila vo vtorom chtenii 

pensionnuyu reform.” [“The State Duma approvedthe pension reform in the second 

reading.”] September 26, 2018. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/economics/articles/2018/09/26/782041-gosduma-

odobrila-pensionnuyu-reformu.  

DiMaggio, Paul J and Powell, Walter W. 1983. “The Iron Cage Revisited: Institutional 

Isomorphism and Collective Rationality in Organizational Fields.” American 

Sociological Review. 48 (2): 147-160. 

Dodon, Igor. 2017a. “Igor’ Dodon provel vstrechu s kitaiskoi delegatsiei pod rukovodstvom 

gospodina Chizhai Chun’syan’.” [“Igor Dodon met with the Chinese delegation led by 

Mr. Zhang Chunxian.”] April 6, 2017. Accessed from the Presidency of the Republic of 

Moldova Website, August 24, 2019. http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/igor-

dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-o-delegatie-chineza-condusa-de-dl-zhang-chunxian. 

Dodon, Igor. 2017b. “Prezident Moldovy vstretilsya s Poslom Vengrii v Respublike Moldova.” 

[“The Moldovan President met with the Hungarian Ambassador to the Republic of 

Moldova.”] June 20, 2017. Accessed from the Presidency of the Republic of Moldova 

Website, August 15, 2019. http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/prezident-moldovy-

vstretilsya-s-poslom-vengrii-v-respublike-moldova. 

Dodon, Igor. 2017c. “Prezident Respubliki Moldova Igor’ Dodon sovershaet odnodnevnyi 

rabochiy vizit v Budapesht, Vengriya.” [“The president of the Republic of Moldova Igor 

Dodon makes a one-day working visit to Budapest, Hungary.”] Accessed from the 

Presidency of the Republic of Moldova Website, August 15, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/economics/articles/2018/09/26/782041-gosduma-odobrila-pensionnuyu-reformu
https://www.vedomosti.ru/economics/articles/2018/09/26/782041-gosduma-odobrila-pensionnuyu-reformu
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-o-delegatie-chineza-condusa-de-dl-zhang-chunxian
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-o-delegatie-chineza-condusa-de-dl-zhang-chunxian
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/prezident-moldovy-vstretilsya-s-poslom-vengrii-v-respublike-moldova
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/prezident-moldovy-vstretilsya-s-poslom-vengrii-v-respublike-moldova


 

435 
 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-efectueaza-o-

vizita-de-lucru-in-ungaria. 

Dodon, Igor. 2017d. “Prezident Respubliki Moldova obratilsya k chlenam Vysshego Soveta 

Bezopasnosti s trebovan’em proyavit’ otvetstvennost’ i predannost’ natsional’nym 

interesam.” [“The President of the Republic of Moldova appealed to the members of 

the High Security Council with a demand to show responsibility and devotion to 

national interests.”] August 29, 2017. Accessed from the Presidency of the Republic of 

Moldova Website, September 1, 2019. http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-

comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-cerut-membrilor-consiliului-

suprem-de-securitate-responsabilitate-si-devotament-intereselor-nationale. 

Dodon, Igor. 2018a. “Prezident Igor’ Dodon provel vstrechu s Chrezvychainym i 

Polnomochnym Poslom Kitaiskoi Narodnoi Respubliki v Respublike Moldova.” 

[“President Igor Dodon met with the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 

the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of Moldova.”] March 30, 2018. 

Accessed from the Presidency of the Republic of Moldova Website, August 24, 2019. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-

cu-ambasadorul-extraordinar-si-plenipotentiar-al-republicii-populare-chineze-in-

republica-moldova. 

Dodon, Igor. 2018b. “Prezident strany provel zasedanie Vysshego soveta bezopasnosti.” 

[“Presidents hold High Security Council meeting.”]  March 7, 2018. Accessed from the 

Presidency of the Republic of Moldova Website, September 1, 2019. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-tarii-a-

prezidat-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-efectueaza-o-vizita-de-lucru-in-ungaria
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-efectueaza-o-vizita-de-lucru-in-ungaria
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-cerut-membrilor-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-responsabilitate-si-devotament-intereselor-nationale
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-cerut-membrilor-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-responsabilitate-si-devotament-intereselor-nationale
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-cerut-membrilor-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-responsabilitate-si-devotament-intereselor-nationale
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-ambasadorul-extraordinar-si-plenipotentiar-al-republicii-populare-chineze-in-republica-moldova
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-ambasadorul-extraordinar-si-plenipotentiar-al-republicii-populare-chineze-in-republica-moldova
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-igor-dodon-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-ambasadorul-extraordinar-si-plenipotentiar-al-republicii-populare-chineze-in-republica-moldova
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-tarii-a-prezidat-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/css-comunicate-de-presa/presedintele-tarii-a-prezidat-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate


 

436 
 

Dodon, Igor. 2019. “Prezident Respubliki Moldova provel vstrechu s Prezidentom Respubliki 

Kazakhstan.” [“The President of the Republic of Moldova met with the President of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan.”] May 28, 2019. Accessed from the Presidency of the 

Republic of Moldova Website, August 24, 2019. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-avut-o-

intrevedere-cu-presedintele-republicii-kazahstan. 

Dolowitz, David P and Marsh, David. 1996. “Who Learns What from Whom: a Review of the 

Policy Transfer Literature.” Political Studies. 44 (2): 343-357.   

Dolowitz, David P and Marsh, David. 2000. “Learning from Abroad: The Role of Policy 

Transfer in Contemporary Policy-Making.” Governance: An International Journal of 

Policy and Administration. 13 (1): 5-24.  

Doorenspleet, Renske. 2004. “The structural context of recent transitions to democracy.” 

European Journal of Political Research. 43 (3): 309-335. 

Dorofeev, Konstantin, 2017. “Vladimir Pligin svyazhet EISI s “Edinoi Rossii.”” [“Vladimir Pligin 

will connect EISI with “United Russia.””] Izvestiya. Number 76. April 27, 2017: 3.   

Dovnar, Vadim. 2003. “Tri Opory dlya Gosudarstva. Dve uzhe postroeny.” [“Three supports 

for the state. Two are already built.”] January 20, 2003. Accessed from the BelGazeta 

Website, August 9, 2019. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2003_01_20/sobytiya_otsenki/5136/. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-presedintele-republicii-kazahstan
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-republicii-moldova-a-avut-o-intrevedere-cu-presedintele-republicii-kazahstan
http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2003_01_20/sobytiya_otsenki/5136/


 

437 
 

Dovnar, Vadim. 2004. “ZUBRSM.” [“ZUBRSM.”] March 8, 2004. Accessed from the BelGazeta 

Website, August 9, 2019. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2004_03_08/tema_nedeli/7230/. 

Dubina, Yuras’. 2017a. “Lukashenko i Kitai: polety vo sne i nayavu.” [“Lukashenko and China: 

flying in a dream and in reality.”] May 5, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, 

October 22, 2017. http://udf.by/news/sobytie/156282-lukashenko-i-kitay-polety-vo-

sne-i-nayavu.html.  

Dubina, Yuras’. 2017b. “Pochemu Bratislava? Poyasneniya k vizitu Andreya Kobyakova.” 

[“Why Bratislava? Explanations for the visit of Andrei Konyakov.”] April 29, 2017. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/156011-pochemu-bratislava-poyasneniya-k-vizitu-andreya-

kobyakova.html.  

Dubrovyk-Rohova, Alla. 2015. “Vladimir Groysman: “My – parlamentsko-prezidentskaya 

republika, i eto ne poddaetsya revizii.” [“Vladimir Groysman: “We are a parliamentary-

presidential republic, and this does not lend itself to revision.””] Den. Number 67. 

April 17, 2015.   

Dumančić, Marko. 2014. “Russia’s Conservative ‘Family Values’ Are a Sham.” September 7, 

2014. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 28, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-conservative-family-values-are-a-sham-

39115.  

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2004_03_08/tema_nedeli/7230/
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/156282-lukashenko-i-kitay-polety-vo-sne-i-nayavu.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/156282-lukashenko-i-kitay-polety-vo-sne-i-nayavu.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/156011-pochemu-bratislava-poyasneniya-k-vizitu-andreya-kobyakova.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/156011-pochemu-bratislava-poyasneniya-k-vizitu-andreya-kobyakova.html
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-conservative-family-values-are-a-sham-39115
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-conservative-family-values-are-a-sham-39115


 

438 
 

Duncan, Peter J. S. 2015. “Ideology and Interests in Putin’s Construction of Eurasia.” In The 

Eurasian Project and Europe: Regional Discontinuities and Geopolitics edited by David 

Lane and Vsevolod Samokhvalov. Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan: 102-

116. 

Dunin, Anna. 2009. “Intel Brief: Poland On Edge Over Russian Drills.” November 18, 2009. 

Accessed from the Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule, Zürich Website, August 28, 

2019. https://css.ethz.ch/en/services/digital-library/articles/article.html/109702/pdf. 

Dymchenko, Vladimir. 2011. “Samolikvidatsiya Tigipko.” [“Tigipko’s Self-Liquidation.”] 

August 17, 2011. Accessed from the Tsenzor.net Website, July 20, 2018. 

https://censor.net.ua/resonance/178698/tigipkoyanukovichsliyanie_ili_slivanie.  

Dynko, Aleksandra. 2014. “Andrei Illarionov – o sdache Ukrainy.” [“Andrei Illarionov – on the 

surrender of Ukraine.”] March 31, 2014. Accessed from the Radio Svoboda Website, 

August 10, 2019. https://www.svoboda.org/a/25315696.html. 

Efremov, Atur. 2019. “Pochemu Ya NE VERYu v samoubiystvo Yuriya Lunkashu, o chernoi 

metke Vladu Plakhotnyuku, ili kto puskaet nas po lozhnomu sledu.” [“Why I DO NOT 

BELIEVE in the suicide of Yuri Lunkashu, about the black market Vlad Plahotniuc, or 

who puts us on the wrong track.”] August 18, 2019. Accessed from the AVA.md 

Website, September 2, 2019. https://ava.md/2019/08/18/pochemu-ya-ne-veryu-v-

samoubiystvo-yuriya/. 

Eggert, Konstantin. 2018. “To challenge Putin’s regime.” New Eastern Europe. 31 (2): 14-20.  

EJ.by. 2018. ““Myzhiki, lushe bednee, no na svobode.” Lukshenko snova vyskalsya o 

korruptsii.” [““Guys it is better to be poor, but free.” Lukashenko again spoke about 

https://css.ethz.ch/en/services/digital-library/articles/article.html/109702/pdf
https://censor.net.ua/resonance/178698/tigipkoyanukovichsliyanie_ili_slivanie
https://www.svoboda.org/a/25315696.html
https://ava.md/2019/08/18/pochemu-ya-ne-veryu-v-samoubiystvo-yuriya/
https://ava.md/2019/08/18/pochemu-ya-ne-veryu-v-samoubiystvo-yuriya/


 

439 
 

corruption.”] November 15, 2018. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, November 18, 

2018. https://udf.by/news/politic/183276-muzhiki-luchshe-bednee-no-na-svobode-

lukashenko-snova-vyskazalsya-o-korrupcii.html.  

Ekonomicheskaya Pravda. 2016. “Kurchenko zanyalsya operatsiyami s uglem.” [“Kurchenko 

is engaged in coal operations.”] December 1, 2016. Accessed from the 

Ekonomicheskaya Pravda Website, December 11, 2018. 

Ekonomicheskaya Pravda. 2017a. “Klyuevy dolzhny ukrainskim gosbankam 28 milliardov – 

SMI.” [“The Klyuyev’s should return the 28 billion to the Ukrainian state banks – 

Media.”] June 15, 2017. Accessed from the Ekonomicheskaya Pravda Website, 

February 7, 2018. https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/06/15/626045/.  

Ekonomicheskaya Pravda. 2017b. “Po “scheme Kurchenko” Odesskie tamozhenniki ukrali 

nefti na 1,2 milliarda – SBU.” [“According to the “Kurchenko scheme,” Odessa customs 

officers stole 1.2 billion UAH of oil – SBU.”] February 3, 2017. Accessed from the 

Ekonomicheskaya Pravda Website, December 11, 2018. 

https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/02/3/619691/.  

Ekonomika i Zhizn. 2013. “Evraziyskaya integratsiya: vremya pragmatichestvo podkhoda.” 

[“Eurasian integration: a pragmatic approach.”] Ekonomika i Zhizn. Number 22. June 7, 

2013: 19.  

E’kspert. 2016. “Natsional’naya gvardiya.” [“National Guard.”] E’kspert. Number 15. April 11, 

2016: 7.  

Electroname. 2010. “Spetssluzhba dlya kontrolya internet uzhe deistvuet.” [“The intelligence 

agency to monitor the Internet already operates.”] January 15, 2010. Accessed from 

https://udf.by/news/politic/183276-muzhiki-luchshe-bednee-no-na-svobode-lukashenko-snova-vyskazalsya-o-korrupcii.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/183276-muzhiki-luchshe-bednee-no-na-svobode-lukashenko-snova-vyskazalsya-o-korrupcii.html
https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/06/15/626045/
https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/02/3/619691/


 

440 
 

the UDF.by Website, June 15, 2016. http://udf.by/news/tech/6574-specsluzhba-dlya-

kontrolya-interneta-uzhe.html.  

Elkink, Johan A. 2011. “The International Diffusion of Democracy.” Comparative Political 

Studies. 44 (12): 1651-1674.  

Elkins, Zachary and Simmons, Beth. 2005. “On waves, clusters, and diffusion: a conceptual 

framework.” Annals AAPSS. 598 (1): 33-51. 

 Elster, Jon. 1993. Political Psychology. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Endo, Ryosuke. 2017. “Pochemu putinskaya Natsgvardiya nadelena gromadnymi 

polnomochiyami?” [“Why does Putin’s National Guard have enormous powers?”] July 

15, 2017. Accessed from the Insomi.ru Website, January 13, 2019. 

https://inosmi.ru/politic/20170715/239813290.html.  

Eremenko, Alla, Silina, Tat’yana, Skolotyanyi, Yuriy, Izhak, Aleksei and Lantan, Artur. 2013. 

“Zapomni, kak vse nachinalos’.” [“Remember how it all began.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. 

Number 48. December 21, 2013: 1.  

Eristavi, Maxim. 2017. “Ukraine Is in the Middle of a Counterrevolution Again. Is Anyone 

Paying Attention.” March 29, 2017. Accessed from the Atlantic Council Website, 

January 3, 2019. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-is-in-the-

middle-of-counterrevolution-again-is-anyone-paying-attention.  

EurAsia Daily. 2018. “Pochemu posol Rossii v Belorussii dolzhen byt’ zamenen.” [“Why the 

Russian ambassador to Belarus should be replaced.”] May 28, 2018. Accessed from 

the EurAsia Daily Website, January 31, 2019. 

http://udf.by/news/tech/6574-specsluzhba-dlya-kontrolya-interneta-uzhe.html
http://udf.by/news/tech/6574-specsluzhba-dlya-kontrolya-interneta-uzhe.html
https://inosmi.ru/politic/20170715/239813290.html
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-is-in-the-middle-of-counterrevolution-again-is-anyone-paying-attention
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-is-in-the-middle-of-counterrevolution-again-is-anyone-paying-attention


 

441 
 

https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/pochemu-posol-rossii-v-belorussii-dolzhen-

byt-zamenyon.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2012a. “Memorandum o sotrudnichestve po voprosam torgovli 

mezhdu Evraziyskoi ekonomicheskoi komissei i Ministrestvom kommertsii Kitaiskoi 

Narodnoi Respubliki.” [“Memorandum on trade cooperation between the Eurasian 

Economic Commission and the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of 

China.”] December 6, 2012. Accessed from the Eurasian Economic Union Website, 

November 29, 2017. https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044740/ms_20052013.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2012b. “Memorandum o vzaimodeistvii mezhdu Evraziyskoi 

ekonomicheskoi komissei i Belorusskogo-Kazakhstansko-Rossiyskim Bizness-

dialogom.” [“Memorandum about interaction between the Eurasian Economic 

Commission and the Belarus-Kazakhstan-Russia Business-dialogue.”] June 15, 2012. 

Accessed from the Eurasian Economic Union Website, November 29, 2017. 

https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044859/ms_20052013.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2012c. “Memorandum o sotrudnichestve po voprosam torgovil 

mezhdu Evraziyskoi ekonomicheskoi komissei i Kabinetom Ministrov Ukrainy.” 

[“Memorandum on trade cooperation between the Eurasian Economic Commission 

and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.”] September 10, 2012. Accessed from the 

Eurasian Economic Union Website, November 30, 2017. 

https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044803/ms_20052013.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2013a. “Memorandum ob uglublenii vzaimodeistviya mezhdu 

Evraziyskoi ekonomicheskoi komissei i Kyrgyzskoi Respublikoi.” [“Memorandum about 

https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/pochemu-posol-rossii-v-belorussii-dolzhen-byt-zamenyon
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/pochemu-posol-rossii-v-belorussii-dolzhen-byt-zamenyon
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044740/ms_20052013
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044859/ms_20052013
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044803/ms_20052013


 

442 
 

deepening interaction between the Eurasian Economic Commission and the Kyrgyz 

Republic.”] May 31, 2013. Accessed from the Eurasian Economic Union Website, 

November 29, 2017. https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0143994/ms_03062013.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2013b. “Memorandum ob uglublenii vzaimodeistviya mezhdu 

Evraziyskoi ekonomicheskoi komissei i Respublikoi Armeniya.” [“Memorandum about 

deepening interaction between the Eurasian Economic Commission and the Republic 

of Armenia.”] November 6, 2013. Accessed from the Eurasian Economic Union 

Website, November 29, 2017. https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-

ru/0044174/ms_07112013.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2013c. “Memorandum o vzaimodeistvii mezhdu Evraziyskoi 

ekonomicheskoi komissei i pravitel’stvom Respubliki Armeniya.” [“Memorandum 

about deepening interaction between the Eurasian Economic Commission and the 

government of the Republic of Armenia.”] April 11, 2013. Accessed from the Eurasian 

Economic Union Website, November 29, 2017. https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-

ru/0044332/ms_10042014.  

Eurasian Economic Union. 2017. “Memorandum o sotrudnichestve mezhdu Evraziyskoi 

ekonomicheskoi komissei i Respublikoi Moldova.” [“Memorandum on trade between 

the Eurasian Economic Commission and the Republic of Moldova.”] April 3, 2017. 

Accessed from the Eurasian Economic Union Website, November 30, 2017. 

https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/01413501/ms_05042017.  

https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0143994/ms_03062013
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044174/ms_07112013
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044174/ms_07112013
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044332/ms_10042014
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/0044332/ms_10042014
https://docs.eaeunion.org/docs/ru-ru/01413501/ms_05042017


 

443 
 

Euromaidan Press. 2014. “Who destroyed the Ukrainian Army?” July 16, 2014. Accessed 

from the Euromaidan Press Website, January 11, 2018. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/07/16/who-destroyed-the-ukrainian-army/.  

Euromaidan Press. 2017. “How dictators crack down on dissent. A guidebook from 

Lukashenka.” March 28, 2017. Accessed from the Euromaidan Press Website, March 

13, 2018. http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/28/how-dictators-crack-down-on-

protest-a-guidebook-from-belarus-lukashenka/.  

Euronews. 2015. “Romania: Street Protests Over ‘A Whole Chain Of Incompetence And 

Corruption.’” November 5, 2015. Accessed from the Euronews Website, July 14, 2017. 

http://www.euronews.com/2015/11/05/romania-street-protests-over-a-whole-chain-

of-incompetence-and-corruption. 

European Commission. 2016. Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World. Brussels: 

European Commission. 

Euroradio. 2016. “Minsk City Court upholds fine for beaten journalist Pavel Dabravolski.” 

March 3, 2016. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 16, 2016. 

http://udf.by/english/politics/135773-minsk-city-court-upholds-fine-for-beaten-

journalist-pavel-dabravolski.html.  

Evropeiskaya Pravda. 2018a. “Orban: dogovorennosti s deistvuyushchei vlast’yu Ukrainny 

nevozmozhny.” [“Orban: agreements with the current government of Ukraine are 

impossible.”] November 15, 2018. Accessed from the Evropeiskaya Pravda Website, 

August 15, 2019. 

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/15/7089437/. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/07/16/who-destroyed-the-ukrainian-army/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/28/how-dictators-crack-down-on-protest-a-guidebook-from-belarus-lukashenka/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/28/how-dictators-crack-down-on-protest-a-guidebook-from-belarus-lukashenka/
http://www.euronews.com/2015/11/05/romania-street-protests-over-a-whole-chain-of-incompetence-and-corruption
http://www.euronews.com/2015/11/05/romania-street-protests-over-a-whole-chain-of-incompetence-and-corruption
http://udf.by/english/politics/135773-minsk-city-court-upholds-fine-for-beaten-journalist-pavel-dabravolski.html
http://udf.by/english/politics/135773-minsk-city-court-upholds-fine-for-beaten-journalist-pavel-dabravolski.html
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/15/7089437/


 

444 
 

Evropeiskaya Pravda. 2018b. “Poroshenko dolzhen razrovat’ dipotnosheniya s Rossei. 

Argumentov protiv – ne sushchestvuet.” [“Poroshenko must break off relations with 

Russia. Arguments against – do not exist.”] November 26, 2018. Accessed from the 

Evropeiskaya Pravda Website, December 4, 2018. 

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/11/26/7089847/.  

Ezhednevnik. 2010. “Strana pod kolpakom spetssluzhb.” [“The country is under the control 

of the special services.”] March 5, 2010. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 15, 

2016. http://udf.by/news/politic/28965-strana-pod-kolpakom-specsluzhb.html. 

Fadeeva, Aliona. 2010. “Katyusha dlya Shenderovicha i Limonova.” [“Katyusha for 

Shenderovich and Limonov.”] May 1, 2010. Accessed from the Eg.ru Website, 

November 13, 2017. http://www.eg.ru/society/19024/.  

Fadeyev, Aleksandr V. 2015. “A vremeni vse men’she. Lukashenko sam gotovit pochvu dlya 

belorusskogo maidana?” [“And time is less. Lukashenko himself is preparing the 

ground for the Belarusian Maidan?”] January 29, 2015. Accessed from the Materik 

Website, May 28, 2017. http://www.materik.ru/rubric/detail.php?ID=19384.  

Falaleev, Mikhail. 2005. “Sobytiya i kommentarii. Nurgaliev prismatrivaetsya k granitse.” 

[“Events and comments. Nuragliev looks at the border.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 

214. September 24, 2005: 3.  

Falaleev, Mikhail. 2006. “Politika. Nurgaliev ukazal tri napravleniya.” [“Policy. Nurgaliyev 

pointed out three directions.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 195. September 2, 2005: 

3.  

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/11/26/7089847/
http://udf.by/news/politic/28965-strana-pod-kolpakom-specsluzhb.html
http://www.eg.ru/society/19024/
http://www.materik.ru/rubric/detail.php?ID=19384


 

445 
 

Falaleev, Mikhail. 2007. “Nurgaliev sozdaet spetslaboratorii.” [“Nurgaliyev creates special 

laboratories.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 243. October 31, 2007: 3.  

Falaleev, Mikhail. 2008. “Nurgaliev vzyalsya za vospitanie.” [“Nurgaliyev took up 

education.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 140. July 2, 2008: 2.  

Falaleev, Mikhail. 2016. “Gvardiya rotova.” [“The guard is ready.”] Rossii’skaya Gazeta. 

Number 256. November 11, 2016: 7.  

Falyakov, Rustem. 2017. “Kishinev prismotrit za Moskvoi.” [“Chisinau will look after 

Moscow.”] April 14, 2017. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/business/2017/04/14/10626587.shtml.  

Farchy, Jack. 2016. “Putin creates a new national guard to seal his authority.” April 6, 2016. 

Accessed from the Financial Times Website, May 21, 2016. 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/3f906d98-fc14-11e5-b3f6-

11d5706b613b.html#axzz49HxzJiBw.  

Faulconbridge, Guy and Bryanski, Gleb. 2011. “Putin invokes history’s lions for return to 

Kremlin.” November 1, 2011. Accessed from the Reuters Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-60243820111101.  

Fedets, Iryna. 2015. “Oligarchs on the Airwaves.” November 11, 2015. Accessed from the 

Foreign Policy Website, February 13, 2018. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/11/11/oligarchs-on-the-airwaves-ukraine-media/.  

Fedorová, Lenka. 2011. The Effectiveness and Limits of EU Conditionality: Changing Domestic 

Policies in Slovakia (1989-2004). Berlin: Lit Verlag.  

https://www.gazeta.ru/business/2017/04/14/10626587.shtml
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/3f906d98-fc14-11e5-b3f6-11d5706b613b.html#axzz49HxzJiBw
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/3f906d98-fc14-11e5-b3f6-11d5706b613b.html#axzz49HxzJiBw
http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-60243820111101
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/11/11/oligarchs-on-the-airwaves-ukraine-media/


 

446 
 

Fedorovich, Viktor. 2012. ““Plyushevyi desant:” Shvabra kak oruzhie massovogo porazheniya 

generalov.” [““Plush troopers:” A mop as a weapon of the Mass Destruction of 

Generals.”] Ocotber 2, 2012. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/society/313688.html.  

Fedorovich, Viktor. 2016a. “Dzhigit dokhedzhirovalsya.” [“The jig has been pre-hedged.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 31. August 8, 2016.  

Fedorovich, Viktor. 2016b. “Sdelal detka piramidku.” [“I made a baby pyramid.”] BelGazeta. 

Number 27. July 11, 2016.  

Fedoseyev, Il’ya. 2018. “Savchenko kak symptom.” [“Savchenko as a symptom.”] Den. 

Number 61-62.  

Feduta, Aleksandr. 2005. Lukashenko. Politicheskaya biografiya. [Lukashenko. A political 

biography.] Moscow: Referendum. 

Feldman, Stanley. 2003. “Enforcing Social Conformity: A Theory of Authoritarianism.” 

Political Psychology. 24 (1): 41-74.  

Feldman, Stanley and Johnston, Christopher. 2014. “Understanding the Determinants of 

Political Ideology: Implications of Structural Complexity.” Political Psychology. 35 (3): 

337-358.  

Feldman, Stanley and Stenner, Karen. 1997. “Perceived Threat and Authoritarianism.” 

Political Psychology. 18 (4): 741-770.  

Finkel, Evgeny and Brudny, Yitzhak M. 2012a. “No more colour! Authoritarian regimes and 

colour revolution in Eurasia.” Democratization. 19 (1): 1-14.  

https://news.tut.by/society/313688.html


 

447 
 

Finkel, Evgeny and Brudny, Yitzhak M. 2012b. “Russia and the colour revolutions.” 

Democratization. 19 (1): 15-36.  

Finnemore, Martha and Sikkink, Kathryn. 1998. “International Norm Dynamics and Political 

Change.” International Organization. 52 (4): 887-917.  

Fish, M Steven. 2017. “What is Putinism?” Journal of Democracy. 28 (4): 61-75.  

Fishman, Mikhail. 2017. “Chanting for the future.” The Moscow Times. Number 5808. June 

15, 2017: 3.  

Fishwick, Carmen. 2017. “’27 years of corruption is enough’: Romanians on why they are 

protesting.” February 6, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/06/27-years-of-corruption-is-enough-

romanians-on-why-theyre-protesting. 

Fisun, Oleksandr. 2011. “The Dual Spirit of Ukrainian Politics after 2010.” PONARS Eurasia 

Policy Memo Number 165. September 2011. Accessed from the PONARS Eurasia 

Website, August 13, 2019. http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-

memos-pdf/pepm_165.pdf. 

Fjelde, Hanne. 2010. “Generals, Dictators, and Kings.” Conflict Management and Peace 

Science. 27 (3): 195-218.  

Flach, Sabine, Margulies, Daniel and Söffner, Jan. 2010. “Introduction.” In Habitus in Habitat 

I: Emotion and Motion edited by Sabine Flach, Daniel Margulies and Jan Söffner. Bern: 

Peter Lang AG: 7-24. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/06/27-years-of-corruption-is-enough-romanians-on-why-theyre-protesting
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/06/27-years-of-corruption-is-enough-romanians-on-why-theyre-protesting
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/pepm_165.pdf
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/pepm_165.pdf


 

448 
 

Fletcher, Fay. 2013. “Little Stories of Social Justice: Lessons I Learned from Immigrant 

Women and First Nations People.” In Engaged Scholarship: The Politics of Engagement 

and Disengagement edited by Lynette Shultz and Tania Kajner. Rotterdam, Boston, 

MA and Taipei: Sense Publishers: 89-106.  

Fontana, Benedetto. 2008. “Hegemony and Power in Gramsci.” In Hegemony: Studies in 

Consensus and Coercion edited by Richard Howson and Kylie Smith. New York and 

London: Routledge: 80-106.  

Forbrig, Joerg, Marples, David R and Demeš, Pavol. 2006. “Introduction.” In Prospects for 

Democracy in Belarus edited by Jörg Forbrig, David R Marples and Pavol Demeš. 

Washington, DC: German Marshall Fund: 11-19.  

Fordham, Benjamin O and Asal, Victor. 2007. “Billiard Balls or Snowflakes? Major Power 

Prestige and the International Diffusion of Institutions and Practices.” International 

Studies Quarterly. 51 (1): 31-52. 

 Forina, Anastasiya. 2013. “Kazakhstan, Ukraine ties survive Soviet collapse.” September 12, 

2013. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kazakhstan-ukraine-ties-

survive-soviet-collapse-329301.html. 

Frear, Matthew. 2015. “Surprise! Belarus’s Lukashenko wins a fifth term in a landslide! 

(Okay, no surprise. Here’s what happened.”) October 22, 2015. Accessed from The 

Washington Post Website, Janaury 27, 2017. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/22/surprise-

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kazakhstan-ukraine-ties-survive-soviet-collapse-329301.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kazakhstan-ukraine-ties-survive-soviet-collapse-329301.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/22/surprise-belaruss-lukashenko-wins-a-fifth-term-in-a-landslide-okay-no-surprise-heres-what-happened/?utm_term=.a6ecc00760aa


 

449 
 

belaruss-lukashenko-wins-a-fifth-term-in-a-landslide-okay-no-surprise-heres-what-

happened/?utm_term=.a6ecc00760aa.  

Frear, Matthew. 2019. Belarus under Lukashenka: Adaptive Authoritarianism. London and 

New York: Routledge.  

Freedom House. 2003. “Nations in Transit 2003: Methodology.” Accessed from the Freedom 

House Website, June 3, 2016. https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-

2003/methodology.  

Freedom House. 2016. “Nations in Transit Methodology.” Accessed from the Freedom 

House Website, August 6, 2016. https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-

methodology.   

Freedom House, 2018. “Nations in Transit Methodology.” Accessed from the Freedo m 

House Website, October 3, 2018. https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-

methodology.  

French, Catherine E, Ferlie, Ewan and Fulop, Naomi J. 2014. “The international spread of 

Academic Health Science Centres: A scoping review and the case of policy transfer to 

England.” Health Policy. 117: 3282-391.  

French, Katie. 2017. “Romanian parliament approves anti-corruption referendum.” February 

13, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/13/romania-approves-anti-

corruption-referendum.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/22/surprise-belaruss-lukashenko-wins-a-fifth-term-in-a-landslide-okay-no-surprise-heres-what-happened/?utm_term=.a6ecc00760aa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/22/surprise-belaruss-lukashenko-wins-a-fifth-term-in-a-landslide-okay-no-surprise-heres-what-happened/?utm_term=.a6ecc00760aa
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-2003/methodology
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-2003/methodology
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-methodology
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-methodology
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-methodology
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit-methodology
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/13/romania-approves-anti-corruption-referendum
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/13/romania-approves-anti-corruption-referendum


 

450 
 

Friedman, George. 2016. “Hungary, Poland and illiberal democracy.” March 22, 2016. 

Accessed from the Euractiv Website, June 1, 2017. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/opinion/hungary-poland-and-

illiberal-democracy/. 

 Fris, Zinoviy. 2011. “Yanukovich zdavsya, “politbyuro” peremoglo ostatochno…” 

[“Yanukovych surrended, the “politburo” has finally won…”] October 18, 2011. 

Accessed from the Radio Svoboda Website, January 14, 2018. 

https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/24363049.html.  

Frolov, Vladimir. 2019. “Russia Rejoices Over Trump’s G7 Readmission Offer.” August 22, 

2019. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-rejoices-over-trumps-g7-

readmission-offer-a66981. 

Fromm, Erich. 1941. Escape from Freedom. New York: Holt, Reinhart and Winston. 

Furlong, Paul and Marsh, David. 2010. “A Skin Not a Sweater: Ontology and Epistemology in 

Political Science.” In Theory and Methods in Political Science edited by David Marsh 

and Gerry Stoker. 3rd edition. Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan: 184-

211. 

Gaaze, Konstantin. 2018. “Russia’s Empty Throne (Op-Ed.”) September 4, 2018. Accessed 

from The Moscow Times Website, September 5, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-empty-throne-putin-manufactures-

political-uncertainty-62772. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/opinion/hungary-poland-and-illiberal-democracy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/opinion/hungary-poland-and-illiberal-democracy/
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/24363049.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-rejoices-over-trumps-g7-readmission-offer-a66981
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-rejoices-over-trumps-g7-readmission-offer-a66981
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-empty-throne-putin-manufactures-political-uncertainty-62772
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russias-empty-throne-putin-manufactures-political-uncertainty-62772


 

451 
 

Gaaze, Konstantin. 2019. “Kremlin Analytica: zachem administratsii prezidenta iskusstvennyi 

intellect.” [“Kremlin Analytica: why the presidential administration needs artificial 

intelligence.”] August 14, 2019. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

August 22, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79665. 

Gabuev, Aleksandr. 2015a. “Li Kuan Yu v Rossii: rolevaya model’ ili svadebnyi general?” 

[“Lee Kuan Yew in Russia: role model or wedding general?”] March 23, 2015. Accessed 

from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Wesbite, October 21, 2017. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/59465.  

Gabuev, Alexander. 2015b. “A “Soft Alliance?” Russia-China Relations After The Ukraine 

Crisis.” European Council on Foreign Relations Policy Brief. February 2015. Accessed 

from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, November 5, 2017. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR126_-_A_Soft_Alliance_Russia-

China_Relations_After_the_Ukraine_Crisis.pdf.  

Gaddy, Clifford G and Hill, Fiona. 2012. “Vladimir Putin’s League of Extraordinary 

Gentlemen.” Janaury 30, 2012. Accessed from the Brookings Institute Website, 

October 28, 2017. https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/vladimir-putins-league-of-

extraordinary-gentlemen/.  

Galben, Mar’yana. 2014. “Y proekta “Kommunisticheskaya reformatorskaya partiya” net 

shansov dostignut’ svoei tseli, KAMPANIYA IRN.” [“The project “Reformed Communist 

Party” has no chance of reaching its goal, the IPN campaign.”] August 29, 2014. 

Accessed from the Ipn.md Website, June 8, 2016. 

http://www.ipn.md/ru/arhiva/64124. 

https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79665
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/59465
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR126_-_A_Soft_Alliance_Russia-China_Relations_After_the_Ukraine_Crisis.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR126_-_A_Soft_Alliance_Russia-China_Relations_After_the_Ukraine_Crisis.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/vladimir-putins-league-of-extraordinary-gentlemen/
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/vladimir-putins-league-of-extraordinary-gentlemen/
http://www.ipn.md/ru/arhiva/64124


 

452 
 

Galeotti, Mark. 2015. “‘Hybrid War’ and ‘Little Green Men:’ How It Works, and How It 

Doesn’t.” In Ukraine and Russia: People, Politics, Propaganda and Perspectives edited 

by Agnieszka Pikulicka-Wilczewska and Ricahrd Sakwa. Bristol: E-International 

Relations Publishing. Accessed from the E-International Relations Website, August 10, 

2019. http://www.e-ir.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Ukraine-and-Russia-E-

IR.pdf. 

Galeotti, Mark. 2016. “Don’t buy the hype: Russia’s military is much weaker than Putin 

wants us to think.” February 23, 2016. Accessed from the Vox.com Website, January 

11, 2018. https://www.vox.com/2016/2/23/11092614/putin-army-threat.  

Galeotti, Mark. 2017a. “Crimintern: How the Kremlin uses Russia’s Criminal Networks in 

Europe.” April 18, 2017. Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations 

Website, February 11, 2018. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR208_-_CRIMINTERM_-

_HOW_RUSSIAN_ORGANISED_CRIME_OPERATES_IN_EUROPE02.pdf.   

Galeotti, Mark. 2017b. “Regret Turning to the ‘Dark Side’.” March 28, 2017. Accessed from 

The Moscow Times Website, March 29, 2017. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russia-will-regret-turning-to-the-dark-side-

57560.  

Galeotti, Mark. 2017c. “The Ulyukayev Verdict Heralds the End of Putinism (Op-ed).” 

December 18, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, January 30, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ulyukayev-verdict-heralds-end-of-putinism-op-

ed-59969.  

Galeotti, Mark. 2018a. “A Tale of Two Putins.” New Eastern Europe. 31 (2): 7-13. 

http://www.e-ir.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Ukraine-and-Russia-E-IR.pdf
http://www.e-ir.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Ukraine-and-Russia-E-IR.pdf
https://www.vox.com/2016/2/23/11092614/putin-army-threat
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR208_-_CRIMINTERM_-_HOW_RUSSIAN_ORGANISED_CRIME_OPERATES_IN_EUROPE02.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR208_-_CRIMINTERM_-_HOW_RUSSIAN_ORGANISED_CRIME_OPERATES_IN_EUROPE02.pdf
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russia-will-regret-turning-to-the-dark-side-57560
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russia-will-regret-turning-to-the-dark-side-57560
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ulyukayev-verdict-heralds-end-of-putinism-op-ed-59969
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ulyukayev-verdict-heralds-end-of-putinism-op-ed-59969


 

453 
 

Galeotti, Mark. 2018b. “Former Russian Spy Scandal Suggests the Old Espionage Rules Are 

Breaking Down (Op-Ed).” March 6, 2018. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, 

March 9, 2018. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/former-russian-spook-incident-

suggests-the-spy-rules-are-breaking-op-ed-60722.  

Galeotti, Mark. 2018c. “Putin will elevate loyalty over all in his next presidency.” January 7, 

2018. Accessed from the Raamop Rusland Website, March 27, 2018. 

https://raamoprusland.nl/dossiers/kremlin/823-putin-will-elevate-loyalty-over-all-in-

his-next-presidency. 

Galeotti, Mark. 2019a. “Russia and China’s Cosplay Alliance.” August 22, 2019. Accessed 

from The Moscow Times Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-and-chinas-cosplay-alliance-

a66973. 

Galeotti, Mark. 2019b. “Russia’s Opposition Has a Long Way to Go.” August 12, 2019. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 13, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/12/russias-opposition-has-a-long-way-

to-go-a66810. 

Galeotti, Mark. 2019c. “The Old Ultra-Violence in Moscow Solves Nothing and Everything.” 

August 5, 2019. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 6, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/05/the-old-ultra-violence-in-moscow-

solves-nothing-and-everything-a66706. 

Galimova, Natal’ya. 2012. “Gromov i Peskov ostayutsya v Kremle.” [“Gromov and Peskov 

remain in the Kremlin.”] Izvestiya. Number 92. May 23, 2012: 2.  

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/former-russian-spook-incident-suggests-the-spy-rules-are-breaking-op-ed-60722
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/former-russian-spook-incident-suggests-the-spy-rules-are-breaking-op-ed-60722
https://raamoprusland.nl/dossiers/kremlin/823-putin-will-elevate-loyalty-over-all-in-his-next-presidency
https://raamoprusland.nl/dossiers/kremlin/823-putin-will-elevate-loyalty-over-all-in-his-next-presidency
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-and-chinas-cosplay-alliance-a66973
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/22/russia-and-chinas-cosplay-alliance-a66973
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/12/russias-opposition-has-a-long-way-to-go-a66810
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/12/russias-opposition-has-a-long-way-to-go-a66810
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/05/the-old-ultra-violence-in-moscow-solves-nothing-and-everything-a66706
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/05/the-old-ultra-violence-in-moscow-solves-nothing-and-everything-a66706


 

454 
 

Galleta, Anne. 2013. Mastering the Semi-Structured Interview and Beyond. New York and 

London: New York University Press.  

Galushko, Dmitry. 2014. “SORM v SPD: k 1.04.2015 nado privesti v sootvetstvie!” [“SORM 

SPD: 1.04.2015 it is necessary to align!”] October 10, 2014. Accessed from the Nag.ru 

Website, June 16, 2016. http://nag.ru/news/newsline/26007/sorm-v-spd-k-1-04-15-

nado-privesti-v-sootvetstvie-.html.  

Galyatkin, Andrei, Marokhovskaya, Alesya, Dolinina, Irina and Tsybulina, Elizaveta. 2017. 

“Deneg net? Derzhite!” [“No Money? Hold!”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 28. March 20, 

2017: 2-5.  

Gamova, Svetlana. 2004. “Sodruzhestvo. Posol Ukrainy v Moskve Nikolai Beloblotskiy: “Pod 

ch’yu-to diktovku golosovat’ my ne budem.” [“Commonwealth. The Ambassador of 

Ukraine in Moscow, Nikolai Belobolsky: “We will not be dictated in the way to vote.””] 

Novye Izvestiya. Number 152. August 24, 2004.  

Gamova, Svetlana. 2017. “Taina vizita Zam.ministra MID Karasina v Kishinev, kazhetsya, 

raskryta.” [“The secret of the visit of Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Karasin to 

Chisinau seems to have been revealed.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 50. March 14, 

2017: 1.  

Gamova, Svetlana. 2019. “Dodon i Plahotniyuk delyat Moldove.” [“Dodon and Plahotniuc 

share Moldova.”] June 9, 2019. Accessed from the Nezavisimaya Gazeta Website, 

September 2, 2019. http://www.ng.ru/cis/2019-06-09/5_7594_moldova.html. 

Gandhi, Jennifer. 2008. Political Institutions under Dictatorship. New York: Cambridge 

University Press.  

http://nag.ru/news/newsline/26007/sorm-v-spd-k-1-04-15-nado-privesti-v-sootvetstvie-.html
http://nag.ru/news/newsline/26007/sorm-v-spd-k-1-04-15-nado-privesti-v-sootvetstvie-.html
http://www.ng.ru/cis/2019-06-09/5_7594_moldova.html


 

455 
 

Gandhi, Jennifer and Lust-Okar, Ellen. 2009. “Elections Under Authoritarianism.” The Annual 

Review of Political Science. 12: 403-422.  

Gandhi, Jennifer and Przeworski, Adam. 2006. “Cooperation, Cooptation, and Rebellion 

Under Dictatorships.” Economics and Politics. 18 (1): 1-26. 

Gandhi, Jennifer and Przeworski, Adam. 2007. “Authoritarian Institutions and the Survival of 

Autocrats.” Comparative Political Studies. 40 (11): 1279-1301. 

Garmonenko, Dar’ya. 2018. “Kommunisty podkhvatyvayut znamya bor’by s korruptsiei.” 

[“The Communists pick up the banner of the fights against corruption.”] Nezavisimaya 

Gazeta. Number 17. January 29, 2018: 3.  

Gat, Azar. 2008. “Return of Foreign Great Powers.” Foreign Affairs. 86 (4): 59-69.  

Gautheret, Jérôme. 2014. “Putin – preemnik Nikolaya I.” [“Putin is Nicholas I’s successor.”] 

May 18, 2014. Accessed from the Insomi.ru Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://inosmi.ru/world/20140518/220380454.html.  

Gavrilina, Svetlana and Garmonenko, Dar’ya. 2017. “Aktsii z Naval’nogo i protiv Putina ulitsu 

ne vzorvali.” [“The action for Navalny and against Putin did not blow up on the 

streets.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 218. October 9, 2017: 1. 

Gayevskiy, Denis. 2018. “Sumeet li “Oppoblok” syigrat’ na “antimaidannykh” nastroeniyakh 

Donbassa?” [“Will the “Oppoblok” play on the “anti-maidan” moods of the Donbass?”] 

May 28, 2018. Accessed from the EurAsia Daily Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/sumeet-li-oppoblok-sygrat-na-

antimaydannyh-nastroeniyah-donbassa.  

http://inosmi.ru/world/20140518/220380454.html
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/sumeet-li-oppoblok-sygrat-na-antimaydannyh-nastroeniyah-donbassa
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2018/05/28/sumeet-li-oppoblok-sygrat-na-antimaydannyh-nastroeniyah-donbassa


 

456 
 

Gazeta.ru. 2009. “Voronin poblagodaril Medvedeva za podderzhku vo vremya mitingov.” 

[“Voronin thanked Medvedev for his support during the rallies.”] April 24, 2009. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 14, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lenta/2009/04/24/n_1355483.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2010a. “Medvedev otreagiroval na rezkuyu repliku Khinshteina po povodu 

Lukashenko.” [“Medvedev reacted to Khinstein’s sharp remarks about Lukashenka.”] 

December 10, 2010. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 17, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lenta/2010/12/10/n_1609881.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2010b. “Medevedev vstretilsya s Lukashenko posle prodolzhitel’noi ssory.” 

[“Medevedev met with Lukashenka after a long quarrel.”] December 9, 2010. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 17, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lastnews/2010/12/09/n_1608777.shtml?updated.  

Gazeta.ru. 2010c. “Odin v Minske khozyain.” [“One owner in Minsk.”] December 24, 2010. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 9, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/comments/2010/12/24_e_3477174.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2012. “Uvolen genkonstruktor GLONASS Yuriy Urlichich [“Yuri Urlichich, general 

designer of GLONASS.”] November 11, 2012. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2012/11/11/n_2611761.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2014. “Kolokoltsev: sotrudniki “Berkuta” budut vostrebovany v Rossii.”  

[“Kolokoltsev: the employees of the “Berkut” will be in demand in Russia.”] March 19, 

https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lenta/2009/04/24/n_1355483.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lenta/2010/12/10/n_1609881.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/news/lastnews/2010/12/09/n_1608777.shtml?updated
https://www.gazeta.ru/comments/2010/12/24_e_3477174.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2012/11/11/n_2611761.shtml


 

457 
 

2014. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 6, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2014/03/19/n_6022257.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2015. “N’yu-iorskiy Institut demokratii i sotrudnichestva Andranika Migranyana 

zakryvaetsya.” [“Andranik Migranyan, the New York Institute for Democracy and 

Cooperation, is closing.”] June 28, 2015. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

October 23, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2015/06/28/n_7329829.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2016a. “Kirienko obsudil s polittekhnologami riski i vyzovy.” [“Kiriyenko discussed 

the risks and challenges with political technologists.”] November 2, 2016. Accessed 

from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2016/11/02/n_9286415.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2016b. Putin: SSSR ne nado bylo razvalivat’.” [“Putin: The Soviet Union did not 

need to collapse.”] September 23, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

December 9, 2016. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2016/09/23/n_9143549.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2017a. “Dodon vstretilsya s rossiyskim poslom v Kishineve.” [“Dodon met with 

the Russian ambassador in Chisinau.”] August 30, 2017. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru 

Website, December 16, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2017/08/30/n_10500692.shtml.  

Gazeta.ru. 2017b. “Putin dal dobro na vstrechu s Lukashenko.” [“Putin gave the go-ahead to 

meet with Lukashenko.”] March 30, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 5, 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2014/03/19/n_6022257.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2015/06/28/n_7329829.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2016/11/02/n_9286415.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2016/09/23/n_9143549.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2017/08/30/n_10500692.shtml


 

458 
 

2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-

lukashenko.html.  

Gazeta.ru. 2017c. “Putin dal dobro na vstrechu s Lukashenko.” [“Putin gave the go-ahead to 

meet with Lukashenko.”] March 30, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 5, 

2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-

lukashenko.html.  

Geddes, Barbara. 1999. “What do we know about Democratization after Twenty Years?” 

Annual Review of Political Science. 2: 115-144.  

Geddes, Barbara. 2006. “Why Parties and Elections in Authoritarian Regimes.” Accessed 

from the personal website of Daniel Lazar, November 13, 2016. 

http://www.daniellazar.com/wp-content/uploads/authoritarian-elections.doc.  

Gel’man, Vladimir. 2010. “The Dynamics of Sub-National Authoritarianism: Russia in 

Comparative Perspective.” In The Politics of Sub-National Authoritarianism in Russia 

edited by Vladimir Gel’man and Cameron Ross. Farnham and Burlington, VT: Ashgate 

Publishing: 1-18.  

Gel’man, Vladimir. 2015a. Authoritarian Russia: Analyzing Post-Soviet Regime Changes. 

Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press.  

Gel’man, Vladimir. 2015b. “Calculus of Dissent: How the Kremlin Is Countering Its Rivals.” 

Russian Analytical Digest. Number 166. April 15, 2015: 2-4.  

Gel’man, Vladimir. 2015c. “Politika strakha: kak rossiiskii rezhim protivostoit svoim 

protivnikam.” [“The politics of fear: How the Russian regime is opposed to its 

opponents.”] Kontrapunkt. 1: 1-11. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/154591-putin-dal-dobro-na-vstrechu-s-lukashenko.html
http://www.daniellazar.com/wp-content/uploads/authoritarian-elections.doc


 

459 
 

Gel’man, Vladimir. 2016. “The vicious circle of post-Soviet neopatrimonalism in Russia.” 

Post-Soviet Affairs. 32 (5): 455-473.  

Gel’man, Vladimir and Lankina, Tomila. 2008. “Authoritarian Versus Democratic Diffusions: 

Explaining Institutional Choices in Russia’s Local Government.” Post-Soviet Affairs. 24 

(1): 40-62.  

Gente, Regis. 2015. “Bălți's prodigal son.” October 28, 2015. Accessed from the Open 

Democracy Website, January 16, 2018. https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-

russia/regis-gente/b-l-is-prodigal-son.  

George, Alexander L and Bennett, Andrew. 2005. Case Studies and Theory Development in 

the Social Sciences. Cambridge, MA and London: MIT Press.  

George, Alexander L and McKeown, Tim J. 1985. “Case Studies and Theories of 

Organizational Decision Making.” In Advances in Infromation Processing in 

Organizations edited by Robert Coulam and Richard Smith. (2nd ed.), Greenwich, CT: 

JAI Press: 43-68.  

Gerasimenko, Olesiya. 2009. ““Khorosho, chto ya plavan’em zanimalsya.”” [““Its good that I 

was engaged in swimming.””] August 21, 2009. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, 

January 4, 2019. https://www.gazeta.ru/social/2009/08/21/3238903.shtml. 

 Gerasimov, Valeriy. 2013. “Tsennost’ Nauki v Predvidenii.” [“The Value Science in 

Forecasting.”] VPK. Voenno-Promyshlennyi Kur’er. Number 9. February 27, 2013: 1. 

Gerschewski, Johannes. 2013. “The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression, and co-

optation in autocratic regimes.” Democratization. 20 (1): 13-38. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/regis-gente/b-l-is-prodigal-son
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/regis-gente/b-l-is-prodigal-son
https://www.gazeta.ru/social/2009/08/21/3238903.shtml


 

460 
 

 Gershkovich, Evan. 2019a. “Arrest of Navalny Aide Highlights Latest Trend in Protest 

Clampdown in Russia.” Retrieved from The Moscow Times, June 29, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/17/arrest-of-navalny-aide-highlights-

latest-trend-in-protest-clampdown-in-russia-a66022. 

Gershkovich, Evan. 2019b. “The Kremlin Sees Signs of Foreign Interference All Around.” 

August 14, 2019. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/14/the-kremlin-sees-signs-of-foreign-

interference-all-around-a66839. 

Gershman, Carl and Allen, Michael. 2006. “New Threats to Freedom: The Assault on 

Democracy Assistance.” Journal of Democracy. 17 (2): 36-51.  

Gerus, Andrei. 2018. “Voennoe polozhenie, Medvedchuk i 3 mlrd grn na dizel’nom biznese s 

Rossei.” [“Martial law, Medvedchuk and 3 billion hryvnias on the diesel business with 

Russia.”] Nocvember 27, 2018. Accessed from the Ekonomicheskaya Pravda. 

December 4, 2018. https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2018/11/27/643055/.  

Gessen, Masha. 2014. The Man Without A Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin. (2nd ed.), 

London: Granta Books.  

Getmanchuk, Alyona, Bezp’yatchuk, Zhanna, Kravchenko, Volodymyr, Pyliavets, Oksana, 

Solodkyy, Sergiy, Litra, Leonid, Ciurea, Cornel, Tugui, Eduard and Kancheli, Teimuraz. 

2012. “How To Get Rid Of Post-Sovietness?” Accessed from the Policy Association for 

an Open Society Website, December 1, 2016. http://pasos.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/postsov_all_eng.pdf.  

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/17/arrest-of-navalny-aide-highlights-latest-trend-in-protest-clampdown-in-russia-a66022
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/17/arrest-of-navalny-aide-highlights-latest-trend-in-protest-clampdown-in-russia-a66022
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/14/the-kremlin-sees-signs-of-foreign-interference-all-around-a66839
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/14/the-kremlin-sees-signs-of-foreign-interference-all-around-a66839
https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2018/11/27/643055/
http://pasos.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/postsov_all_eng.pdf
http://pasos.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/postsov_all_eng.pdf


 

461 
 

Gevarkin, Eduard. 2015. “Romanchuk: Lukashenko ochen’ kochet ponravitsya Kitayu i 

poluchit’ ot nego desyatki milliardov dollarov.” [“Romanchuk: Lukashenko very much 

wants to please China and get tens of billions of dollars from it.”] September 7, 2015. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/face2face/127511-yaroslav-romanchuk-kitay-rassmatrivaet-

belarus-kak-chast-massovki-po-podderzhke-v-geopoliticheskoy-borbe-za-mirovoy-

tron.html.  

Gevorkyan, Nataliya, Timakova, Natal’a and Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2000. Ot pervogo litsa: 

razgovory s Vladimirom Putinom. [From the first person: conversations with Vladimir 

Putin.] Moscow: Vagrius.  

Ghabra, Shafeeq. 2015. “The Egyptian Revolution: Causes and Dynamics.” In Routledge 

Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethinking Democratization edited by Larbi Sadiki. 

London and New York: Routledge: 199-214.  

Gherasimov, Cristina. 2017. “Moldova: The Captured State on Europe’s Edge.” March 8, 

2017. Accessed from the Chatham House Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/moldova-captured-state-europe-s-

edge. 

 Gherasimov, Cristina. 2019. “Can Moldova’s New Coalitions Stick Together?” Accessed from 

the Chatham House Website, June 25, 2019. 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/can-moldova-s-new-coalition-stick-

together?utm_source=Chatham%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=106

52935_Publication%20alert%20Cristina%20Gherasimov%20EC%2019062019.  

http://udf.by/news/face2face/127511-yaroslav-romanchuk-kitay-rassmatrivaet-belarus-kak-chast-massovki-po-podderzhke-v-geopoliticheskoy-borbe-za-mirovoy-tron.html
http://udf.by/news/face2face/127511-yaroslav-romanchuk-kitay-rassmatrivaet-belarus-kak-chast-massovki-po-podderzhke-v-geopoliticheskoy-borbe-za-mirovoy-tron.html
http://udf.by/news/face2face/127511-yaroslav-romanchuk-kitay-rassmatrivaet-belarus-kak-chast-massovki-po-podderzhke-v-geopoliticheskoy-borbe-za-mirovoy-tron.html
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/moldova-captured-state-europe-s-edge
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/moldova-captured-state-europe-s-edge
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/can-moldova-s-new-coalition-stick-together?utm_source=Chatham%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10652935_Publication%20alert%20Cristina%20Gherasimov%20EC%2019062019
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/can-moldova-s-new-coalition-stick-together?utm_source=Chatham%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10652935_Publication%20alert%20Cristina%20Gherasimov%20EC%2019062019
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/can-moldova-s-new-coalition-stick-together?utm_source=Chatham%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10652935_Publication%20alert%20Cristina%20Gherasimov%20EC%2019062019


 

462 
 

Giannone, Diego. 2010. “Political and ideological aspects in the measurement of democracy: 

the Freedom House case.” Democratization. 17 (1): 68-97.  

Giannone, Diego. 2014. “The political and ideological dimension of the measurement of 

freedom of information. Assessing the interplay between neoliberalism and the 

Freedom of the Press Index.” The International Communication Gazette. 76 (6): 505-

527. 

Gilardi, Fabrizio. 2010. “Who Learns from what in Policy Diffusion Processes?” American 

Journal of Political Science. 54 (3): 650-666. 

Gilardi, Fabrizio. 2012. “Transnational diffusion: Norms, ideas, and policies.” In Handbook of 

International Relations edited by Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse and Beth Simmons. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications: 453-477.  

Gilardi, Fabrizio and Füglister, Katharina. 2008. “Empirical Modelling of Policy Diffusion in 

Federal States: The Dyadic Approach.” Swiss Political Science Review. 14 (3): 413-450. 

Gill, Graeme. 2002. “The failure of democracy in Russia.” Perspectives on European Politics 

and Security. 3 (2): 169-197. 

Gill, Graeme. 2015. Building an Authoritarian Polity: Russia in Post-Soviet Times. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.  

Gillett, Kit. 2017a. “Protesters in Romania denounce plan to decriminalise misconduct 

offences.” February 1, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-

law-prisoner-pardons-corruption.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-law-prisoner-pardons-corruption
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-law-prisoner-pardons-corruption


 

463 
 

Gillett, Kit. 2017b. “Romanian justice minister resigns after angry anti-corruption protests.” 

February 9, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/romanian-justice-minister-

resigns-amid-criminal-code-protests.  

Gillett, Kit and Henley, Jon. 2017. “Romanian PM to ‘press ahead’ with corruption decress as 

protests grow.” February 2, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/02/romanians-clash-with-police-in-

biggest-protests-since-fall-of-communism. 

Gladkaya, Lyudmilla. 2015. “Vsem mirom protiv zlodeev.” [“The whole world against 

villians.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. Number 168. September 3, 2015. 

Glasius, Marlies, de Lange, Meta, Bartman, Jos, Dalmasso, Emanuela, Lv, Aofei, Del Sordi, 

Adele, Michaelsen, Marcus and Ruijgrok, Kris. 2018. Research, Ethicsand Risk in the 

Authoritarian Field. Cham: Springer International. 

Glazunov, Mikhail. 2016. Corporate Strategy in Post-Communist Russia. London and New 

York: Routledge.  

Gleditsch, Kristian S. 2002. All International Politics is Local: The Diffusion of Conflict, 

Integration, and Democratization. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

Gleditsch, Kristian S and Ward, Michael D. 2006. “Diffusion and the International Context of 

Democratization.” International Organization. 60 (4): 911-933. 

Glushkova, Svetlana. 2016. “NPO osparivaet pravila o raskrytii svoikh dannykh.” [“NGO 

challenges rules about disclosing its data.”] Accessed from the Radio Azattyk Website, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/romanian-justice-minister-resigns-amid-criminal-code-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/romanian-justice-minister-resigns-amid-criminal-code-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/02/romanians-clash-with-police-in-biggest-protests-since-fall-of-communism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/02/romanians-clash-with-police-in-biggest-protests-since-fall-of-communism


 

464 
 

July 14, 2019. https://rus.azattyq.org/a/npo-pravila-raskrytia-

dannykh/27568258.html. 

Gnatkova, Ol’ga. 2018. “Moldova opustilas’ za Orizont. O vysylke turetskikh uchitelei i 

ugroze ikh zhizni na rodine. Glavnoe.” [“Moldova dropped behind the Orizont. About 

the expulsion of Turkish teachers and the threat to their lives at home. The main 

issues.”] September 6, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 16, 

2019. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-opustilas-za-orizont-o-vysylke-

turetskih-uchiteley-i-ugroze-ih-zhizni-na-r-38994. 

Goble, Paul A. 2017. “Russian agents in Minsk pushing Lukashenka to crack down hard, 

Belarusian analyst says.” March 16, 2017. Accessed from the Euromaidan Press 

Website, March 16, 2018. http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/16/russian-agents-

in-minsk-pushing-lukashenka-to-crack-down-hard-belarusian-analysts-say-

euromaidan-press/.  

Golts, Alexander. 2010. “Putin’s Power Vertical Stretches Back to Kursk.” August 16, 2010. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, October 28, 2017. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-power-vertical-stretches-back-to-kursk-

674. 

Goncharenko, Roman. 2014. “Titushki – the Ukrainian president’s hired strongmen.” 

February 19, 2014. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, May 27, 2017. 

http://www.dw.com/en/titushki-the-ukrainian-presidents-hired-strongmen/a-

17443078. 

https://rus.azattyq.org/a/npo-pravila-raskrytia-dannykh/27568258.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/npo-pravila-raskrytia-dannykh/27568258.html
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-opustilas-za-orizont-o-vysylke-turetskih-uchiteley-i-ugroze-ih-zhizni-na-r-38994
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-opustilas-za-orizont-o-vysylke-turetskih-uchiteley-i-ugroze-ih-zhizni-na-r-38994
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/16/russian-agents-in-minsk-pushing-lukashenka-to-crack-down-hard-belarusian-analysts-say-euromaidan-press/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/16/russian-agents-in-minsk-pushing-lukashenka-to-crack-down-hard-belarusian-analysts-say-euromaidan-press/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/16/russian-agents-in-minsk-pushing-lukashenka-to-crack-down-hard-belarusian-analysts-say-euromaidan-press/
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-power-vertical-stretches-back-to-kursk-674
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-power-vertical-stretches-back-to-kursk-674
http://www.dw.com/en/titushki-the-ukrainian-presidents-hired-strongmen/a-17443078
http://www.dw.com/en/titushki-the-ukrainian-presidents-hired-strongmen/a-17443078


 

465 
 

Goncharenko, Roman. 2019. “Zelenskiy poobeshchal sazhat’ dolzhny li boyat’sya 

Poroshenko i Klichko?” [“Zelensky promised to “plant:” should Poroshenko and 

Klitschko be afraid?”] July 30, 2019. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, 

October 7, 2019. https://www.dw.com/ru/зеленский-пообещал-сажать-должны-

ли-бояться-порошенко-и-кличко/a-49787420. 

Gonzalez-Ocantos, Ezquiel and LaPorte, Jody. 2018. “Process Tracing and the Problem of 

Missing Data.” 2018. Accessed from the University of Oxford Research Archive, 

January 14, 2019. https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:808552b1-a44e-4a94-b9f3-

0577aff715aa/download_file?file_format=pdf&safe_filename=Process%2BTracing%2B

and%2BMissing%2BData_ForthcomingSMR.pdf&type_of_work=Journal+article. 

 Goode, J. Paul and Ahram, Ariel I. 2016. “Introduction: Observing Autocracies from the 

Ground Floor.” Social Science Quarterly. 97 (4): 823-833. 

Gorbachev, Aleksei. 2014. “V inostrannye agenty – po prikazu minyusta.” [“To foreign 

agents – by order of the Ministry of Justice.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 117. 

June 10, 2014: 3.  

Gorbachev, Aleksei. 2017. “Naval’nomu pogulyat’ po Tverskoi ne udalos’.” [“Navalny’s walk 

on Tverskaya failed.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 61. March 27, 2017: 1.  

Gorchinskaya, Katya. 2013. “Yanukovych’s trip, Azarov’s comments indicate new shift 

towards Russia.” November 11, 2013. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, December 

18, 2017. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-

trip-azarovs-comments-indicate-new-shift-towards-russia-331716.html.  

https://www.dw.com/ru/зеленский-пообещал-сажать-должны-ли-бояться-порошенко-и-кличко/a-49787420
https://www.dw.com/ru/зеленский-пообещал-сажать-должны-ли-бояться-порошенко-и-кличко/a-49787420
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:808552b1-a44e-4a94-b9f3-0577aff715aa/download_file?file_format=pdf&safe_filename=Process%2BTracing%2Band%2BMissing%2BData_ForthcomingSMR.pdf&type_of_work=Journal+article
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:808552b1-a44e-4a94-b9f3-0577aff715aa/download_file?file_format=pdf&safe_filename=Process%2BTracing%2Band%2BMissing%2BData_ForthcomingSMR.pdf&type_of_work=Journal+article
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:808552b1-a44e-4a94-b9f3-0577aff715aa/download_file?file_format=pdf&safe_filename=Process%2BTracing%2Band%2BMissing%2BData_ForthcomingSMR.pdf&type_of_work=Journal+article
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-trip-azarovs-comments-indicate-new-shift-towards-russia-331716.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-trip-azarovs-comments-indicate-new-shift-towards-russia-331716.html


 

466 
 

Gorchinskaya, Katya and Marchak, Darina. 2013. “Russia gives Ukraine cheap gas, $15 billion 

in loans.” December 17, 2013. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, December 18, 

2017. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/russia-gives-

ukraine-cheap-gas-15-billion-in-loans-333852.html. 

Gorchak, Ol’ga. 2019. “SIB postavyat na mesto. Spetssluzhbu vozvrashchayut pod 

chastichnyi kontrol’ prezidenta.” [“NIB put in place. Special service returned to the 

partial control of the president.”] June 25, 2019. Accessed from the NewsMaker 

Website, September 1, 2019. https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/sib-postavyat-na-

mesto-spetssluzhbu-vozvrashchayut-pod-chastichnyy-kontrol-prezide-44499. 

Gordonua.com. 2017a. “Dodon prizval vlasti Moldovy vernut’sya k strategicheskomu 

partnerstvu s Rossiei.” [“Dodon urged the Moldovan authorities to return to a 

strategic partnership with Russia.”] November 27, 2017. Accessed from the 

Gordonua.com Website, January 16, 2018. 

http://gordonua.com/news/worldnews/dodon-prizval-vlasti-moldovy-vernutsya-k-

strategicheskomu-partnerstvu-s-rossiey-219301.html. 

Gordonua.com. 2017b. “Sud v Krasnodare prodlil arrest Gribu do 4 marta.” [“Court in 

Krasnodar extended the arrest of Grib until March 4.”] December 15, 2017. Accessed 

from the Gordonua.com Website, January 13, 2018. 

http://gordonua.com/news/politics/sud-v-krasnodare-prodlil-arest-gribu-do-4-marta-

otec-222311.html.  

 Gordonua.com. 2017c. “Ukrainskiy ofitser Grib zayavil, chto FSB pokhitila ego syna v 

Belarusi.” [“Ukrainian officer Grib said that the FSB kidnapped his son in Belarus.”] 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/russia-gives-ukraine-cheap-gas-15-billion-in-loans-333852.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/russia-gives-ukraine-cheap-gas-15-billion-in-loans-333852.html
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/sib-postavyat-na-mesto-spetssluzhbu-vozvrashchayut-pod-chastichnyy-kontrol-prezide-44499
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/sib-postavyat-na-mesto-spetssluzhbu-vozvrashchayut-pod-chastichnyy-kontrol-prezide-44499
http://gordonua.com/news/worldnews/dodon-prizval-vlasti-moldovy-vernutsya-k-strategicheskomu-partnerstvu-s-rossiey-219301.html
http://gordonua.com/news/worldnews/dodon-prizval-vlasti-moldovy-vernutsya-k-strategicheskomu-partnerstvu-s-rossiey-219301.html
http://gordonua.com/news/politics/sud-v-krasnodare-prodlil-arest-gribu-do-4-marta-otec-222311.html
http://gordonua.com/news/politics/sud-v-krasnodare-prodlil-arest-gribu-do-4-marta-otec-222311.html


 

467 
 

August 28, 2017. Accessed from the Gordonua.com Website, January 13, 2018. 

http://gordonua.com/news/localnews/ukrainskiy-oficer-grib-zayavil-chto-fsb-pohitila-

ego-syna-v-belarusi-204549.html. 

Golyakov, Alexei. 2015. “Mydodir – inostrannyi agent.” [“Mydodir is a Foreign Agent?”] 

Novye Izvestiya. Number 152. August 26, 2015: 1. 

Goscilo, Helena. 2011. “The ultimate celebrity: VVP as VIP objet d’art.” In Celebrity and 

Glamour in Contemporary Russia: Shocking Chic edited by Helena Goscillo and Vlad 

Strukov. London and New York: Routledge: 29-55.  

Goscilo, Helena. 2013. “Putin’s performance of masculinity: the action hero and macho sex-

object.” In Putin as Celebrity and Cultural Icon edited by Helena Goscillo. London and 

New York: Routledge: 180-207.  

Goșu, Armand. 2018. “Prizonerii lui Plahotniuc: Relațiile dintre România și Republica 

Moldova.” [“Plahotniuc’s prisoners; Relations between Romania and the Republic of 

Moldova.”] August 13, 2018. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, August 27, 2019. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/d3db6ae02b666b22/prizonerii-lui-plahotniuc-

relatiile-dintre-romania-si-republica-moldova.html. 

Grabovskiy, Serhiy. 2012. “Yak treba buduvati armiyu ta flot: chomu Ukraina – ne 

Singapur ?” [“How to build and army and a navy: why is Ukraine not Singapore?” 

December 6, 2012. Accessed from the Tizhden.ua Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://tyzhden.ua/World/66824. 

Grabovskiy, Sergei. 2018. “Kto sposoben sozdat’ effektivnuyu vlast’.” [“Who can create 

effective power?”] Den. Number 17. February 1, 2018.  

http://gordonua.com/news/localnews/ukrainskiy-oficer-grib-zayavil-chto-fsb-pohitila-ego-syna-v-belarusi-204549.html
http://gordonua.com/news/localnews/ukrainskiy-oficer-grib-zayavil-chto-fsb-pohitila-ego-syna-v-belarusi-204549.html
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/d3db6ae02b666b22/prizonerii-lui-plahotniuc-relatiile-dintre-romania-si-republica-moldova.html
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/d3db6ae02b666b22/prizonerii-lui-plahotniuc-relatiile-dintre-romania-si-republica-moldova.html
https://tyzhden.ua/World/66824


 

468 
 

Grani.ru. 2017. “Pervoaprel’skoe vozbuzhdenie.” [“April Fool’s Excitement.”] January 4, 

2017. Accessed from the Grani.ru Website, March 17, 2018. https://grani-ru-

org.appspot.com/Society/Law/m.259916.html.  

Gressel, Gustav. 2017. “Fellow Travellers: Russia, Anti-Westernism, and Europe’s Political 

Parties.” July 2017. Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, 

October 24, 2017. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR225_-_FELLOW_TRAVELLERS1.pdf.  

Gretskiy, Igor. 2018. “Belarus in a post-Crimean deadlock.” New Eastern Europe. 34 (6): 157-

162.  

Grigorița, Stefan. 2016. “Moldova’s political tourists.” April 8, 2016. Accessed from the Open 

Democracy Website, February 14, 2018. https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-

russia/stefan-grigori/moldova-s-political-tourists. 

Gritsanov, Aleksandr. 2007. “Byurokratizm: uzhe, no glubzhe.” [“Bureaucratism: already, but 

deeper.”] July 16, 2007. Accessed from the BelGazeta Website, January 21, 2018. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2007_07_16/mneniya/14434/.  

Grey, Stephen, Bergin, Tom and Anin, Roman. 2014. “Putin’s allies channelled billions to 

oligarch who backed pro-Russian president of Ukraine.” November 26, 2014. Accessed 

from the Reuters Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/comrade-capitalism-the-kiev-

connection/.  

Gross Stein, Janice. 1994. “Political Learning by Doing: Gorbachev as Uncommitted Thinker 

and Motivated Learner.” International Organisation. 48 (2): 155-183. 

https://grani-ru-org.appspot.com/Society/Law/m.259916.html
https://grani-ru-org.appspot.com/Society/Law/m.259916.html
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR225_-_FELLOW_TRAVELLERS1.pdf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/stefan-grigori/moldova-s-political-tourists
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/stefan-grigori/moldova-s-political-tourists
http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2007_07_16/mneniya/14434/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/comrade-capitalism-the-kiev-connection/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/comrade-capitalism-the-kiev-connection/


 

469 
 

Gryl’, Yanka. 2004. “Gadanie na uglevodorodnoi gushche.” [“Drilling on dry hydocarbons.”]  

BelGazeta. Number 23. June 14, 2004.  

Gryl’, Yanka. 2005a. “Den’ pominoveniya edineniya.” [“Day of united communication.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 13. April 4, 2005.  

Gryl’, Yanka. 2005b. “V shineli zheleznogo feliksa.” [“In Iron Felix’s shield.”] BelGazeta. 

Number 38. September 26, 2005.  

Gryl’, Yanka. 2009. “Komu nalevo, komu napravo.” [“To the left, to the right.”] BelGazeta. 

Number 4. February 2, 2009. 

Gryl’, Yanka. 2012. “Molodo. Krasno-zeleno.” [“Youth. Red-green.”] September 17, 2012. 

Accessed from the BelGazeta Website, August 9, 2019. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2012_09_10/event/24802/. 

Gryl’, Yanka. 2016. “Otkude priletit.” [“Where will it come from.”] July 28, 2016. Accessed 

from the BelGazeta Website, August 10, 2019. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/1056/topic_week/33194/. 

Grytsenko, Oksana. 2013. “Ukraine’s bloody crackdown leads to call for sanctions.” 

December 1, 2013. Accessed from The Guardian Website, March 14, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/30/ukraine-bloody-backlash-

sanctions-eu. 

Grytsenko, Oksana. 2019. “Some new faces with Zelensky have pasts that are questionable.” 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 15, 2019. 

http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/2012_09_10/event/24802/
http://www.belgazeta.by/ru/1056/topic_week/33194/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/30/ukraine-bloody-backlash-sanctions-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/30/ukraine-bloody-backlash-sanctions-eu


 

470 
 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/some-new-faces-with-zelensky-have-

pasts-that-are-questionable.html?cn-reloaded=1. 

Grytsenko, Oksana and Sukhov, Oleg. 2016a. “Rinat Akhmetov. Too Big to Tame.” October 

20, 2106. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/rain-shine-guys-always-got-shiny-

dime.html.  

Grytsenko, Oksana and Sukhov, Oleg. 2016b. “Surkov e-mails show Kremlin’s heavy hand in 

war against Ukraine.” November 2, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, 

January 18, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/surkov-e-mails-no-

smoking-gun-whiff-cordite.html.  

GUAM. 2005. “Zasedaniya trekh komitetov Parlamentskoi assamblei GUAM v Kishineve.” 

[“Meeting of three committees of the GUAM Parliamentary Assembly in Chisinau.”] 

September 27, 2005. Accessed from the GUAM Website, December 2, 2017. 

https://guam-organization.org/zasedaniya-treh-komitetov-parlamenskoj-assamblei-

guam-v-kisheneve/.  

GUAM. 2010. “5-e zasedanie Rabochei podgruppy GUAM po bor’be s terrorizmom.” [“5th 

meeting of the GUAM Working Sub-Group on Combating Terrorism.”] October 22, 

2010. Accessed from the GUAM Website, December 2, 2017. https://guam-

organization.org/5-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom/.  

GUAM. 2012. “9-e zasedanie Rabochei podgruppy GUAM po bor’be s terrorizmom “RPG-

TER) v Baku.” [“9th meeting of the GUAM Working Sub-Group on Combating Terrorism 

(RPG-TER) in Baku.”] November 23, 2012. Accessed from the GUAM Website, 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/some-new-faces-with-zelensky-have-pasts-that-are-questionable.html?cn-reloaded=1
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/some-new-faces-with-zelensky-have-pasts-that-are-questionable.html?cn-reloaded=1
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/rain-shine-guys-always-got-shiny-dime.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/rain-shine-guys-always-got-shiny-dime.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/surkov-e-mails-no-smoking-gun-whiff-cordite.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/surkov-e-mails-no-smoking-gun-whiff-cordite.html
https://guam-organization.org/zasedaniya-treh-komitetov-parlamenskoj-assamblei-guam-v-kisheneve/
https://guam-organization.org/zasedaniya-treh-komitetov-parlamenskoj-assamblei-guam-v-kisheneve/
https://guam-organization.org/5-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom/
https://guam-organization.org/5-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom/


 

471 
 

December 2, 2017.  https://guam-organization.org/9-e-zasedanie-rabochej-

podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter-v-baku/.  

GUAM. 2014a. “13-e zasedanie Rabochei podgruppy GUAM bor’be s terrorizmom (RPG-

TER).” [“13th meeting of the GUAM Working Sub-Group on Combating Terrorism (RPG-

TER).”] November 14, 2014. Accessed from the GUAM Website, December 2, 2017. 

https://guam-organization.org/13-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-

terrorizmom-rpg-ter/.  

GUAM. 2014b. “23-e zasedanie Soveta Ministrov inostrannykh del GUAM v N’yu Iorke.” 

[“23rd meeting of the GUAM Council of Foreign Ministers in New York.”] September 

26, 2014. Accessed from the GUAM Website, December 2, 2017. https://guam-

organization.org/23-e-zasedanie-soveta-ministrov-inostrannyh-del-guam-v-nyu-jorke/.  

GUAM. 2016. “16-e zasedanie Rabochei podgruppy po bor’be s terrorizmom (RPG-TER).” 

[“16th meeting of the Sub-Working Group on Combating Terrorism (RPG-TER).”] 

January 6, 2016. Accessed from the GUAM Website, December 2, 2017. https://guam-

organization.org/16-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-

ter/. 

Guba, Egon G and Lincoln, Yvonna S. 1994. “Competing Paradigms in Qualitative Research.” 

In Handbook of Qualitative Research edited by Norman K Denzin and Yvonna S Lincoln. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE: 105-117. 

Gubarevich, Igar. 2017. “Belarus and Moldova: cooperation despite opposing geopolitical 

orientations.” June 15, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, December 18, 

https://guam-organization.org/9-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter-v-baku/
https://guam-organization.org/9-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter-v-baku/
https://guam-organization.org/13-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter/
https://guam-organization.org/13-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-guam-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter/
https://guam-organization.org/23-e-zasedanie-soveta-ministrov-inostrannyh-del-guam-v-nyu-jorke/
https://guam-organization.org/23-e-zasedanie-soveta-ministrov-inostrannyh-del-guam-v-nyu-jorke/
https://guam-organization.org/16-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter/
https://guam-organization.org/16-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter/
https://guam-organization.org/16-e-zasedanie-rabochej-podgruppy-po-borbe-s-terrorizmom-rpg-ter/


 

472 
 

2017. https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-and-moldova-cooperation-despite-

opposing-geopolitical-orientations/.   

Guriev, Sergei and Treisman, Daniel. 2015. “The new authoritarianism.” March 21, 2015. 

Accessed from the Vox EU Website, June 11, 2016. http://voxeu.org/article/new-

authoritarianism. 

Gurova, Tat’yana and Rogozhnikov, Mikhail. 2017. “Bol’shaya igra s Sobcahk.” [“Great game 

with Sobchak.”] Ekspert. Number 44. October 30, 2017: 60-62.  

Gusev, Leonid. 2010. “Eliksir politicheskogo dolgoletiya Nursultana Nazarbaeva.” [“Elixir of 

the political longevity of Nursultan Nazarbayev.”] Tribuna. Number 42. October 28, 

2010: 7.  

Gutsul, Yevgeniy. 2004. “Medvedchuk – sendak: nam ne zhit’ drug bez druga.” 

[“Medvedchuk and Sendak: We do not live without friends.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 

4. January 31, 2004. 

Haas, Ernst B. 1991. “Collective Learning: Some Theoretical Speculations.” In Learning in U.S. 

and Soviet Foreign Policy edited by George W Breslauer and Philip E Tretlock. Boulder, 

CO, San Francisco, CA and Oxford: Westview Press: 62-99.  

Haase, Konstantin. 2012. “Dvor vmesto politbyuro. Chto proiskhodit s okruzheniem Putina.” 

[“A Court instead of a Politburo. What happens to Putin’s entourage?”] August 25, 

2012. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, January 20, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/72910. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-and-moldova-cooperation-despite-opposing-geopolitical-orientations/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-and-moldova-cooperation-despite-opposing-geopolitical-orientations/
http://voxeu.org/article/new-authoritarianism
http://voxeu.org/article/new-authoritarianism
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/72910


 

473 
 

 Haase, Konstantin. 2016. “Legitimnost’ protiv sub’ektnosti. Pochemu novaya Duma menee 

nezavisima.” [“Legitimacy against subjectivity. Why the new Duma is less 

independent.”] September 19, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre 

Website, March 5, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64617.  

Hadenius, Axel and Teorell, Jan. 2007. “Pathways from authoritarianism.” Journal of 

Democracy. 18 (1): 143-156.  

Hale, Henry E. 2013. “Did the Internet break the Political Machine? Moldova’s 2009 “Twitter 

Revolution that Wasn’t.” Demokratizatsiya. 21 (4): 481-505. 

Hale, Henry E. 2015. Patronal Politics: Eurasian Regime Dynamics in Comparative 

Perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Hall, Peter A. 1993. Policy Paradigms, Social Learning, and the State: The Case of Economic 

Policymaking in Britain. Comparative Politics. 25 (3): 275-296.  

Hall, Stephen G F. 2016. “Oligarch Vlad Plahotniuc learns to consolidate authoritarianism in 

Moldova.” June 7, 2016. Accessed from the University College London Website, June 

19, 2016. https://www.ucl.ac.uk/european-institute/analysis/2015-16/moldova. 

Hall, Stephen G F. 2017a. “Learning from past experience: Yanukovych’s implementation of 

authoritarianism after 2004.” Journal of Eurasian Studies. 8 (2): 161-171. 

Hall, Stephen G F. 2017b. “Preventing a Colour Revolution: The Belarusian example as an 

illustration for the Kremlin?” East European Politics. 33 (2): 162-183.  

Hall, Stephen G F and Ambrosio, Thomas. 2017. “Authoritarian Learning: A Conceptual 

Overview.” East European Politics. 33 (2): 143-161.  

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64617
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/european-institute/analysis/2015-16/moldova


 

474 
 

Hansbury, Paul. 2016. “Brothers In Arms: Russia In Belarus’s New Military Doctrine.” 

September 5, 2016. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/brothers-arms-russia-belarus%E2%80%99s-new-

military-doctrine-27104.  

Hansbury, Paul. 2017. “Bringing Belarus Back Into Line?” April 12, 2017. Accessed from the 

New Eastern Europe W ebsite, May 28, 2017. 

http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/2326-bringing-belarus-

back-into-line.  

Haran, Olexiy. 2011. “From Viktor to Viktor: Democracy and Authoritarianism in Ukraine.” 

Demokratizatsiya. 19 (2): 93-110. 

Haran, Olexiy. 2013a. “President Yanukovych’s Growing Authoritarianism: Does Ukraine Still 

Have European Prospects?” PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo Number 265. July 2013. 

Accessed from the PONARS Eurasia Website, August 13, 2019. 

http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-

pdf/Pepm_265_Haran_July2013_0.pdf. 

Haran, Olexiy. 2013b. “Ukraine: Pluralism by default, revolution, thermidor.” Russian Social 

Science Review. 54 (3): 68-89. 

Haran, Olexiy and Prokopchuk, Dmytro. 2010. “The Drama of Ukraine’s 2010 Presidential 

Election: Opportunities Lost – Does a Potential for Stabilization Remain?” PONARS 

Eurasia Policy Memo Number 89. March 2010. Accessed from the PONARS Eurasia 

Website, August 13, 2019. http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-

memos-pdf/pepm_089.pdf. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/brothers-arms-russia-belarus%E2%80%99s-new-military-doctrine-27104
http://belarusdigest.com/story/brothers-arms-russia-belarus%E2%80%99s-new-military-doctrine-27104
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/2326-bringing-belarus-back-into-line
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/2326-bringing-belarus-back-into-line
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/Pepm_265_Haran_July2013_0.pdf
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/Pepm_265_Haran_July2013_0.pdf
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/pepm_089.pdf
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/pepm_089.pdf


 

475 
 

Harding, Luke. 2009. “Moldova forces regain control of parliament after ‘Twitter 

revolution’.” April 8, 2009. Accessed from The Guardian Website, July 12, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/apr/08/moldova-protest-election-

chisinau.  

Harding, Luke. 2015. “Who killed Boris Nemtsov? We will never know.” March 3, 2015. 

Accessed from The Guardian Website, March 29, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/02/boris-nemtsov-never-know-who-

killed-moscow-vladimir-putin-russian-opposition.  

Harding, Luke. 2016a. A very Expensive Poison: The Definitive Story of the Murder of 

Litvinenko and Russia’s War with the West. London: Guardian Books.  

Harding, Luke. 2016b. “Alexander Litvinenko and the most radioactive towel in history.” 

March 6, 2016. Accessed from The Guardian Website, January 13, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/06/alexander-litvinenko-and-the-

most-radioactive-towel-in-history.  

Harding, Luke. 2017. “The Global laundromat: how did it work and who benefited?” March 

20, 2017. Accessed from The Guardian Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/20/the-global-laundromat-how-did-

it-work-and-who-benefited.  

Hartog, Eva. 2016. “What Do Russians Really Think? The Truth Behind the Polls.” February 4, 

2106. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-do-russians-really-think-the-truth-

behind-the-polls-51712.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/apr/08/moldova-protest-election-chisinau
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/apr/08/moldova-protest-election-chisinau
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/02/boris-nemtsov-never-know-who-killed-moscow-vladimir-putin-russian-opposition
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/02/boris-nemtsov-never-know-who-killed-moscow-vladimir-putin-russian-opposition
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/06/alexander-litvinenko-and-the-most-radioactive-towel-in-history
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/06/alexander-litvinenko-and-the-most-radioactive-towel-in-history
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/20/the-global-laundromat-how-did-it-work-and-who-benefited
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/20/the-global-laundromat-how-did-it-work-and-who-benefited
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-do-russians-really-think-the-truth-behind-the-polls-51712
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-do-russians-really-think-the-truth-behind-the-polls-51712


 

476 
 

Hasmath, Reza and Hsu, Jennifer Y J. 2014. “Isomorphic Pressures, Epistemic Communities 

and State-NGO Collaboration in China.” The China Quarterly. 936-954.  

Hayden, Jacqueline. 2006. The Collapse of Communist Power in Poland: Strategic 

misperceptions and unanticipated outcomes. London and New York: Routledge.  

Heclo, Hugh. 1974. Modern Social Politics in Britain and Sweden. New Haven, CT: Yale 

University Press.  

Herasimenka, Ales. 2016. “Belarus. The two hidden mechanisms of media censorship.” May 

18, 2016. Accessed from the New Eastern Europe Website, June 16, 2016. 

http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1997-belarus-the-two-

hidden-mechanisms-of-media-censorship.   

Hill, Fiona and Gaddy, Clifford G. 2015. Mr. Putin: Operative in the Kremlin. Washington, DC: 

Brookings Institution Press.  

Hille, Kathrin. 2017. “Failure to reform threatens Russia’s security, Putin adviser warns.” 

January 13, 2017. Accessed from the Financial Times Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://www.ft.com/content/68177906-d9a8-11e6-944b-e7eb37a6aa8e. 

Hille, Kathrin. 2019. “Putin looks at mending fences with west to revive Russia’s economy.” 

Accessed from the Financial Times Website, July 8, 2019. 

https://www.ft.com/content/c1721646-4d51-11e8-8a8e-22951a2d8493. 

Hiymol’, Alen. 2014. “Kitais’ka perspektiva.” [“Chinese perspectives.”] Ukrains’kiy Tizhden. 

27 (347). 

http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1997-belarus-the-two-hidden-mechanisms-of-media-censorship
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1997-belarus-the-two-hidden-mechanisms-of-media-censorship
https://www.ft.com/content/68177906-d9a8-11e6-944b-e7eb37a6aa8e
https://www.ft.com/content/c1721646-4d51-11e8-8a8e-22951a2d8493


 

477 
 

Hobson, Peter. 2015. “How Russia Ejected Foreigners and Took Back Control of Its Media.” 

December 31, 2015. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/how-russia-ejected-foreigners-and-

took-back-control-of-its-media/553713.html.  

Hobson, Peter. 2016. “Legitimized Elections: The Kremlin Plays a New Game.” March 10, 

2016. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/legitimized-elections-the-kremlin-plays-a-new-

game-52118.  

Holloway, Wendy and Jefferson, Tony. 2000. Doing Qualitative Research Differently: free 

association, narrative and the interview method. London, Thousand Oaks CA and New 

Delhi: SAGE Publications.  

Hollyer, James and Wantchekon, Leonard. 2011. “Corruption in Autocracies.” September 

2011. Accessed from the Princeton University Website, January 20, 2017. 

https://www.princeton.edu/~lwantche/Corruption_in_Autocracies.  

Holub, Andriy. 2018. “Deliberately undecided.” The Ukrainian Week. 121 (3): 18-19. 

Horbowski, Tomasz. 2016. “On the path to change.” New Eastern Europe. 22 (3-4): 67-73. 

Horesh, Niv. 2015. “The growing appeal of China’s model of authoritarian capitalism, and 

how it threatens the West.” July 19, 2015. Accessed from the South China Morning 

Post Website, October 19, 2017. https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-

opinion/article/1840920/growing-appeal-chinas-model-authoritarian-capitalism-and-

how. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/how-russia-ejected-foreigners-and-took-back-control-of-its-media/553713.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/how-russia-ejected-foreigners-and-took-back-control-of-its-media/553713.html
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/legitimized-elections-the-kremlin-plays-a-new-game-52118
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/legitimized-elections-the-kremlin-plays-a-new-game-52118
https://www.princeton.edu/~lwantche/Corruption_in_Autocracies
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1840920/growing-appeal-chinas-model-authoritarian-capitalism-and-how
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1840920/growing-appeal-chinas-model-authoritarian-capitalism-and-how
https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1840920/growing-appeal-chinas-model-authoritarian-capitalism-and-how


 

478 
 

Horowitz, Shale. 2005. From Ethnic Conflict to Stillborn Reform: The Former Soviet Union and 

Yugoslavia. College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press.  

Horvath, Robert. 2013. Putin’s Preventive Counter-Revolution: Post-Soviet authoritarianism 

and the spectre of velvet revolution. London and New York: Routledge. 

Huddy, Leonie, Sears, David O and Levy, Jack S. 2013. “Introduction: Theoretical 

Foundations of Political Psychology.” In The Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology. 

2nd edition. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press: 1-21. 

Hughes, James and Sasse, Gwendolyn. 2016. “Power ideas and conflict: ideology, linkage 

and leverage in Crimea and Chechnya.” East European Politics. 32 (3): 314-334.  

Huitt, W. 2009. “Humanism and Open Education.” Accessed from the Educational 

Psychology Interactive Website, December 2, 2016. 

http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/affect/humed.html.  

Huntington, Samuel P. 1991. The Third Wave: Democratization in the late Twentieth 

Century. Norman, OK: Oklahoma University Press.  

Igorev, Aleksandr. 2014a. “Vladimir Kolokol’tsev osvobodil kresla vokrug sebya.” [“Vladimir 

Kolokoltsev freed the seats around him.”] Kommersant-Daily. Number 97. May 31, 

2012: 1.  

Igorev, Aleksandr. 2014b. “Vladimir Kolokol’tsev sobiraet druzhiny.” [“Vladimir Kolokoltsev 

gathers squads.”] Kommersant-Daily. Number 173. September 25, 2014: 5.  

http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/affect/humed.html


 

479 
 

Ilie, Luiza. 2017. “Romanian nightclub fire sends dozens to hospital.” January 21, 2017. 

Accessed from the Reuters Website, July 14, 2017. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-romania-fire-idUSKBN1550AY.  

Inanets, Svetlana. 2017. “Interv’yu s Viktorom Shenderovichem. Pro belorusskie korni, 

Lukashenko, Putina i “kukly” nashego vremeni.” [“Interview with Viktor Shenderovich. 

About Belarusian roots, Lukashenko, Putin and the “dolls” of our time.”] Accessed 

from the TUT.by Website, August 10, 2019. https://news.tut.by/society/544566.html. 

Instituta stran SNG. 2016. “Vlasti Respubliki Belarus’ protiv Georgievskoi lenty i 

“Bessmertnogo polka.”” [“The Belarusian authorities are against the St. George ribbon 

and the “Immortal Regiment.””] May 12, 2016. Accessed from the Ross-Bel Website, 

May, 28, 2017. http://ross-bel.ru/about/news_post/vlasti-respubliki-belarus-protiv-

georgiyevskoy-lenty-i-bessmertnogo-polka.  

Institutul de Politici Publice. 2018. “Barometrul Opinei Publice.” [“Barometer of Public 

Opinion.”] May 2018. Accssed from the Institutul de Politici Publice Website, July 20, 

2018. http://ipp.md/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Prezentarea-rezultatelor-BOP-

2018.pdf.  

Interfax. 2016. “Natsgvardeitsam razreshat strelyat’ bez preduprezhdeniya.” [“National 

Guards allowed to shoot on sight.”] April 6, 2016. Accessed from the Interfax Website, 

May 27, 2017. http://www.interfax.ru/russia/502287.  

Interfax-Ukraine. 2013a. “Glava MID Ukrainy segodnya pribudet v Rossiyu s ofitsial’nym 

vizitom.” [“Ukrainian foreign minister to arrive in Russia on an official visit today.”] 

March 28, 2013. Accessed from the Den Website, January 3, 2018. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-romania-fire-idUSKBN1550AY
https://news.tut.by/society/544566.html
http://ross-bel.ru/about/news_post/vlasti-respubliki-belarus-protiv-georgiyevskoy-lenty-i-bessmertnogo-polka
http://ross-bel.ru/about/news_post/vlasti-respubliki-belarus-protiv-georgiyevskoy-lenty-i-bessmertnogo-polka
http://ipp.md/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Prezentarea-rezultatelor-BOP-2018.pdf
http://ipp.md/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Prezentarea-rezultatelor-BOP-2018.pdf
http://www.interfax.ru/russia/502287


 

480 
 

https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/280313-glava-mid-ukrainy-segodnya-pribudet-v-rossiyu-

s-oficialnym-vizitom.  

Interfax-Ukraine. 2013b. “Kozhara obsudil s Lavrovym variant chlenstva v TS.” [“Kozhara 

discussed with Lavrov option for membership in the TS.”] April 2, 2013. Accessed from 

the Den Website, January 3, 2018. https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/020413-kozhara-

obsudil-s-lavrovym-varianty-chlenstva-v-tamozhennom-soyuze.  

Interfax-Ukraine. 2013c. “Kuchma outraged by reports alleging his arrest.” February 21, 

2013. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kuchma-outraged-by-

reports-alleging-his-arrest-320725.html.  

Interfax-Ukraine. 2013d. “Ukraine to issue Eurobonds; Russia will purchase $15 bln, says 

Russian finance minister.” December 17, 2013. Accessed from the Interfax-Ukraine 

Website, March 14, 2018. http://en.interfax.com.ua/news/economic/182491.html 

Interfax-Ukraine. 2014. “Ukrainian prosecutors to revisit high-profile cases, including 

Gongadze killing – prosecutor general.” July 9, 2014. Accessed from the Kyiv Post 

Website, March 5, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/may-25-

presidential-election/ukrainian-prosecutors-to-revisit-high-profile-cases-including-

gongadze-killing-prosecutor-general-355294.html.  

Interfax-Ukraine. 2016. “Editor of Forbes Ukriane attacked in Kyiv park.” July 20, 2016. 

Accessed from the Interfax-Ukraine Website, July 1, 2017. 

http://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/358830.html.  

International Crisis Group. 2014. “Eastern Ukraine: A Dangerous Winter.” Europe Report. 

Number 235. December 18, 2014. Accessed from the International Crisis Group, July 

https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/280313-glava-mid-ukrainy-segodnya-pribudet-v-rossiyu-s-oficialnym-vizitom
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/280313-glava-mid-ukrainy-segodnya-pribudet-v-rossiyu-s-oficialnym-vizitom
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/020413-kozhara-obsudil-s-lavrovym-varianty-chlenstva-v-tamozhennom-soyuze
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/020413-kozhara-obsudil-s-lavrovym-varianty-chlenstva-v-tamozhennom-soyuze
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kuchma-outraged-by-reports-alleging-his-arrest-320725.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kuchma-outraged-by-reports-alleging-his-arrest-320725.html
http://en.interfax.com.ua/news/economic/182491.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/may-25-presidential-election/ukrainian-prosecutors-to-revisit-high-profile-cases-including-gongadze-killing-prosecutor-general-355294.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/may-25-presidential-election/ukrainian-prosecutors-to-revisit-high-profile-cases-including-gongadze-killing-prosecutor-general-355294.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/may-25-presidential-election/ukrainian-prosecutors-to-revisit-high-profile-cases-including-gongadze-killing-prosecutor-general-355294.html
http://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/358830.html


 

481 
 

26, 2017. https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-

europe/ukraine/eastern-ukraine-dangerous-winter.  

Ioffe, Grigory. 2004. “Understanding Belarus: Economy and Political Landscape.” Europe-

Asia Studies. 56 (1): 85-118.  

Ioffe, Grigory. 2008. Understanding Belarus and how Western Foreign Policy Misses the 

Mark. Lanham, MD, Boulder, CO, New York and London: Rowman & Littlefield 

Publishers.  

Ioffe, Grigory. 2011. “Is Belarus a Basket Case?” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 8 (179). September 

29, 2011. Accessed from the Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/is-belarus-a-basket-case/. 

Ioffe, Grigory. 2014. Reassessing Lukashenka: Belarus in Cultural and Geopolitical Context. 

Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Ioffe, Grigory and Yarashevich, Viacheslau. 2011. “Debating Belarus: An Economy in 

Comparative Perspective.” Eurasian Geography and Economics. 52 (6): 750-779. 

 Ioffe, Julia. 2010. “Bears in a Honey Trap.” April 28, 2010. Accessed from the Foreign Policy 

Website, November 13, 2017. http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/04/28/bears-in-a-honey-

trap/.  

Ivanchenko, Konstantin. 2012. “Sergei Levochkin: krysinyi korol’.” [“Sergei Levochkin: rat 

king.”] January 26, 2012. Accessed from the Argumentua Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://argumentua.com/stati/sergei-levochkin-krysinyi-korol.  

https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukraine/eastern-ukraine-dangerous-winter
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukraine/eastern-ukraine-dangerous-winter
https://jamestown.org/program/is-belarus-a-basket-case/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/04/28/bears-in-a-honey-trap/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/04/28/bears-in-a-honey-trap/
http://argumentua.com/stati/sergei-levochkin-krysinyi-korol


 

482 
 

Ivanov, Kirill. 2017. “Kazus Kochanova.” [“Kochanova’s case.”] July 5, 2017. Accessed from 

the UDF.by Website, January 21, 2018. http://udf.by/news/politic/159036-kazus-

kochanovoy.html. 

Ivanov, Lev and Polunin, Andrei. 2010. “Viktor Shenderovich, Aleksandr Potkin i Eduard 

Limonov okazalis’ uchastnikami seks-skandala.” [“Viktor Shenderovich, Aleksandr 

Potkin and Eduard Limonov were participants in a sex scandal.”] April 22, 2010. 

Accessed from the Svobodynaya Pressa Website, November 13, 2017. 

http://svpressa.ru/society/article/24335/. 

Ivanov, Maksim and Inyutin, Vsevolod. 2018. “V Dume sobrali podpisi dlya “pensionnogo” 

obrashcheniya v KS.” [“In the Duma signatures were collected for the appeal to the 

Constitutional Court.”] May 12, 2018. Accessed from the Kommersant Website, 

February 9, 2019. https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3820463. 

Ivanov, Mikhail. 2015. “Posol, Deputat Parlamenta Moldovy Andrei Negutsa: “Kishinevu i 

Moskve nado vozvrashchat’sya k prezhnemu urovnyu sotrudnichestva.” 

[“Ambassador, Member of the Moldovan Parliament Andrei Negutsa: “Chisinau and 

Moscow need to return to a prior level of cooperation.”] Novye Izvestiya. Number 148. 

August 20, 2015: 1.  

Ivanov, Pavel. 2015. “12 factov o prezidentskikh vyborakh v Belarusi.” [“12 facts about the 

presidential elections in Belarus.”] October 11, 2015. Accessed from the 112.ua 

Website, January 21, 2018. https://112.ua/statji/12-faktov-o-prezidentskih-vyborah-v-

belarusi-263948.html.  

http://udf.by/news/politic/159036-kazus-kochanovoy.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/159036-kazus-kochanovoy.html
http://svpressa.ru/society/article/24335/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3820463
https://112.ua/statji/12-faktov-o-prezidentskih-vyborah-v-belarusi-263948.html
https://112.ua/statji/12-faktov-o-prezidentskih-vyborah-v-belarusi-263948.html


 

483 
 

Ivashkina, Irina. 2018. ““Plakhotnyuk postavil krest na evrointegratsii.” Kak politiki 

kommentiryyut “promoldavskiy” kurs DPM.” [““Plahoniuc puts an end to European 

integration.” How politicians comment on the “pro-Moldovian” DPM course.”] 

September 15, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, December 2, 2018. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/plahotnyuk-postavil-krest-na-evrointegratsii-kak-

politiki-kommentiruyut-promoldavs-39125. 

Iwański, Tadeusz. 2012a. “Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova and the Chinese economic 

expansion into Eastern Europe.” OSW Commentary. Number 79. May 28, 2012. 

Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_79.pdf. 

Iwański, Tadeusz. 2012b. “Ukraine in search of a ‘third way’ in foreign policy.” March 14, 

2012. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2012-03-14/ukraine-search-a-third-

way-foreign-policy. 

Iwański, Tadeusz. 2016. “Oligarchs making gains: the costly nationalisation of Ukraine’s 

Privatbank.” December 21, 2016. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich 

Website, February 14, 2018. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-

12-21/oligarchs-making-gains-costly-nationalisation-ukraines-privatbank. 

Iwański, Tadeusz. 2017. “The oligarchs strike back.” New Eastern Europe. 26 (2): 73-79. 

 Iwański, Tadeusz. 2019. “The great experiment: Zelensky the new president of Ukraine.” 

Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, June 25, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/plahotnyuk-postavil-krest-na-evrointegratsii-kak-politiki-kommentiruyut-promoldavs-39125
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/plahotnyuk-postavil-krest-na-evrointegratsii-kak-politiki-kommentiruyut-promoldavs-39125
https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_79.pdf
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2012-03-14/ukraine-search-a-third-way-foreign-policy
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2012-03-14/ukraine-search-a-third-way-foreign-policy
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-12-21/oligarchs-making-gains-costly-nationalisation-ukraines-privatbank
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-12-21/oligarchs-making-gains-costly-nationalisation-ukraines-privatbank


 

484 
 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2019-04-21/great-experiment-

zelensky-new-president-ukraine. 

 Izvestiya. 2004. “Viktor Chernomyrdin, posol Rossii na Ukraine: Yan ad aforizmami ne 

razmyshlyayu, oni u menya sami vyletayut.” [“Viktor Chernomyrdin, Russian 

Ambassador to Ukraine: I do not reflect on the aphorisms, they fly out of me.”] 

Izvestiya. Number 64. April 9, 2004: 1. 

Jacobs, Harrison. 2014. “Why Ukraine’s Berkut Special Police Force Is So Scary.” January 27, 

2014. Accessed from the Business Insider Website, January 11, 2018. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/meet-the-ukraines-brutal-berkut-police-force-2014-

1?IR=T.  

James, Oliver and Lodge, Martin. 2003. “The Limitations of ‘Policy Transfer’ and ‘Lesson 

Drawing for Public Policy Research.” Political Studies Review. 1 (2): 179-193. 

Jarábik, Balázs. 2015. “Ukraine: The Kingdom of the Oligarchs.” March 25, 2015. Accessed 

from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, January 11, 2017. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=59487.  

Jarábik, Balázs, Kobzova, Jana and Wilson, Andrew. 2011. “The EU and Belarus After The 

Election.” January 2011. Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations 

Website, January 22, 2017. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-

/Belarus%20memo%20Jan%202011.pdf.  

Jarzyńska, Katarzyna. 2014. “Russian nationalists on the Kremlin’s policy in Ukraine.” 

December 24, 2014. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 

10, 2019. https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_156.pdf. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2019-04-21/great-experiment-zelensky-new-president-ukraine
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2019-04-21/great-experiment-zelensky-new-president-ukraine
http://www.businessinsider.com/meet-the-ukraines-brutal-berkut-police-force-2014-1?IR=T
http://www.businessinsider.com/meet-the-ukraines-brutal-berkut-police-force-2014-1?IR=T
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=59487
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/Belarus%20memo%20Jan%202011.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/Belarus%20memo%20Jan%202011.pdf
https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_156.pdf


 

485 
 

Jatras, James. 2011. “Oshibka Yanukovicha, ili Takaya “Svoboda” ne nuzhna Ukraine.” 

[“Yanukovych’s mistake, “Svoboda” is not needed in Ukraine.”] March 16, 2011. 

Accessed from the fraza.ua Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://fraza.ua/analytics/111962-oshibka-yanukovicha-ili-takaya-svoboda-ne-nuzhna-

ukraine.   

Jourdan, Adam. 2013. “China to invest in 3 mln hectares of Ukrainian farmland – media.” 

September 22, 2013. Accessed from the Reuters Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://in.reuters.com/article/china-ukraine/china-to-invest-in-3-mln-hectares-of-

ukrainian-farmland-media-idINL3N0HI04620130922. 

Jurnal.md. 2015a. “Dolganiuc, despre scindarea PCRM: “Plecarea celor 14 este bine 

planificată; Este doar prima rândunică.”” [“Dolganiuc about the PCRM split: “the 

departure of the 14 is well planned; It is only the first.””] December 21, 2015. 

Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, February 14, 2108. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/12/21/dolganiuc-despre-scindarea-pcrm-

plecarea-celor-14-este-bine-planificata-este-doar-prima-randunica/.  

Jurnal.md. 2015b. “Memoriu: Spălări de mld. De $ și atacuri raider prin justiția din RM.” 

[“Memo: Billion dollar launderings and raisder attacks through Moldovan justice.”] 

November 4, 2015. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, February 7, 2018. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/justitie/2015/11/4/memoriu-spalari-de-mld-de-i-atacuri-

raider-prin-justi-ia-din-rm-

1176356/?fb_comment_id=1013330022022305_1047832431905397#f30f15f78e2e93

8.  

https://fraza.ua/analytics/111962-oshibka-yanukovicha-ili-takaya-svoboda-ne-nuzhna-ukraine
https://fraza.ua/analytics/111962-oshibka-yanukovicha-ili-takaya-svoboda-ne-nuzhna-ukraine
https://in.reuters.com/article/china-ukraine/china-to-invest-in-3-mln-hectares-of-ukrainian-farmland-media-idINL3N0HI04620130922
https://in.reuters.com/article/china-ukraine/china-to-invest-in-3-mln-hectares-of-ukrainian-farmland-media-idINL3N0HI04620130922
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/12/21/dolganiuc-despre-scindarea-pcrm-plecarea-celor-14-este-bine-planificata-este-doar-prima-randunica/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/12/21/dolganiuc-despre-scindarea-pcrm-plecarea-celor-14-este-bine-planificata-este-doar-prima-randunica/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/justitie/2015/11/4/memoriu-spalari-de-mld-de-i-atacuri-raider-prin-justi-ia-din-rm-1176356/?fb_comment_id=1013330022022305_1047832431905397#f30f15f78e2e938
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/justitie/2015/11/4/memoriu-spalari-de-mld-de-i-atacuri-raider-prin-justi-ia-din-rm-1176356/?fb_comment_id=1013330022022305_1047832431905397#f30f15f78e2e938
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/justitie/2015/11/4/memoriu-spalari-de-mld-de-i-atacuri-raider-prin-justi-ia-din-rm-1176356/?fb_comment_id=1013330022022305_1047832431905397#f30f15f78e2e938
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/justitie/2015/11/4/memoriu-spalari-de-mld-de-i-atacuri-raider-prin-justi-ia-din-rm-1176356/?fb_comment_id=1013330022022305_1047832431905397#f30f15f78e2e938


 

486 
 

Jurnal.md. 2015c. “Șeful statului a convocat de urgență Consiliul Suprem de Securitate.”  

[“The head of state urgently summoned the Supreme Security Council.”] May 28, 

2015. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, February 7, 2018. 

http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/5/28/seful-statului-a-convocat-de-urgenta-consiliul-

suprem-de-securitate/. 

Jurnal.md. 2016a. “Deutsche Welle: Lipsa reformelor poate conduce la o “primăvară araba” 

în Moldova.” [“Deutsche Welle: The lack of reforms can lead to an “Arab Spring” in 

Moldova.”] April 16, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, August 10, 2019. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/4/16/deutsche-welle-lipsa-reformelor-poate-

conduce-la-o-primavara-araba-in-moldova/. 

Jurnal.md. 2016b. “Dodon – secret weapon of Plahotniuc at presidential elections; PRSM 

leader – the favourite ace from oligarch’s sleeve and his partner for a decade.” 

November 8, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, December 1, 2016. 

http://www.jurnal.md/en/politic/2016/11/1/dodon-secret-weapon-of-plahotniuc-at-

presidential-elections-psrm-leader-the-favorite-ace-from-oligarch-s-sleeve-and-his-

partner-for-a-decade/.  

Jurnal.md. 2016c. “Jizdan and Pănzari, who serve Plahotniuc are accused and summoned to 

resign; “On August 27 the police exceeded any limit, it applied force against women, 

children, old men and invalids.” August 29, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md 

Website, February 1, 2108. http://jurnal.md/en/social/2016/8/29/jizdan-and-panzari-

accused-that-serve-plahotniuc-and-summoned-to-resign-on-august-27-the-police-

exceeded-any-limit-it-applied-force-against-women-children-old-men-and-invalids/.  

http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/5/28/seful-statului-a-convocat-de-urgenta-consiliul-suprem-de-securitate/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2015/5/28/seful-statului-a-convocat-de-urgenta-consiliul-suprem-de-securitate/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/4/16/deutsche-welle-lipsa-reformelor-poate-conduce-la-o-primavara-araba-in-moldova/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/4/16/deutsche-welle-lipsa-reformelor-poate-conduce-la-o-primavara-araba-in-moldova/
http://www.jurnal.md/en/politic/2016/11/1/dodon-secret-weapon-of-plahotniuc-at-presidential-elections-psrm-leader-the-favorite-ace-from-oligarch-s-sleeve-and-his-partner-for-a-decade/
http://www.jurnal.md/en/politic/2016/11/1/dodon-secret-weapon-of-plahotniuc-at-presidential-elections-psrm-leader-the-favorite-ace-from-oligarch-s-sleeve-and-his-partner-for-a-decade/
http://www.jurnal.md/en/politic/2016/11/1/dodon-secret-weapon-of-plahotniuc-at-presidential-elections-psrm-leader-the-favorite-ace-from-oligarch-s-sleeve-and-his-partner-for-a-decade/
http://jurnal.md/en/social/2016/8/29/jizdan-and-panzari-accused-that-serve-plahotniuc-and-summoned-to-resign-on-august-27-the-police-exceeded-any-limit-it-applied-force-against-women-children-old-men-and-invalids/
http://jurnal.md/en/social/2016/8/29/jizdan-and-panzari-accused-that-serve-plahotniuc-and-summoned-to-resign-on-august-27-the-police-exceeded-any-limit-it-applied-force-against-women-children-old-men-and-invalids/
http://jurnal.md/en/social/2016/8/29/jizdan-and-panzari-accused-that-serve-plahotniuc-and-summoned-to-resign-on-august-27-the-police-exceeded-any-limit-it-applied-force-against-women-children-old-men-and-invalids/


 

487 
 

Jurnal.md. 2016d. “Noua strategie a securității naționale, adoptată la ședința Consiliului 

Suprem de Securitate: Când urmează să fine pus în aplicare documentul.” [“The new 

national security strategy, adopted at the meeting of the Supreme Security Council: 

When to implement the document.”] June 21, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md 

Website, February 7, 2018. http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/6/21/noua-

strategie-a-securitatii-nationale-adoptata-la-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-

cand-urmeaza-sa-fie-pus-in-aplicare-documentul/.   

Jurnal.md. 2016e. “Plahotniuc vrea să-l facă ministru de Interne pe controversatul colonel 

de poliție Alexandru Jizdan, demis anterior de la MAI.” [“Plahotniuc wants to make 

controversial police colonel Alexandru Jizdan Interior Minister, who was previously 

dismissed by the MIA.”] Janauary 20, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, 

February 1, 2018. http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/1/20/plahotniuc-vrea-sa-l-

faca-ministru-de-interne-pe-controversatul-colonel-de-politie-alexandru-jizdan-demis-

anterior-de-la-mai/.  

Jurnal.md. 2016f. “Regimul care renaște monștri: Torționarii din 7 aprilie 2009, promovați 

de actuala guvernare în funcții de conducere și puși să facă legea în Republica 

Moldova.” [“The regime that revives monsters: The torturers of April 7, 2009, 

promoted by the current government to leading positions make the law in the 

Republic of Moldova.”] April 7, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, February, 

2018. http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/4/7/regimul-care-renaste-monstri-

tortionarii-din-7-aprilie-2009-promovati-de-actuala-guvernare-in-functii-de-

conducere-si-pusi-sa-faca-legea-in-republica-moldova/.  

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/6/21/noua-strategie-a-securitatii-nationale-adoptata-la-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-cand-urmeaza-sa-fie-pus-in-aplicare-documentul/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/6/21/noua-strategie-a-securitatii-nationale-adoptata-la-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-cand-urmeaza-sa-fie-pus-in-aplicare-documentul/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2016/6/21/noua-strategie-a-securitatii-nationale-adoptata-la-sedinta-consiliului-suprem-de-securitate-cand-urmeaza-sa-fie-pus-in-aplicare-documentul/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/1/20/plahotniuc-vrea-sa-l-faca-ministru-de-interne-pe-controversatul-colonel-de-politie-alexandru-jizdan-demis-anterior-de-la-mai/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/1/20/plahotniuc-vrea-sa-l-faca-ministru-de-interne-pe-controversatul-colonel-de-politie-alexandru-jizdan-demis-anterior-de-la-mai/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/1/20/plahotniuc-vrea-sa-l-faca-ministru-de-interne-pe-controversatul-colonel-de-politie-alexandru-jizdan-demis-anterior-de-la-mai/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/4/7/regimul-care-renaste-monstri-tortionarii-din-7-aprilie-2009-promovati-de-actuala-guvernare-in-functii-de-conducere-si-pusi-sa-faca-legea-in-republica-moldova/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/4/7/regimul-care-renaste-monstri-tortionarii-din-7-aprilie-2009-promovati-de-actuala-guvernare-in-functii-de-conducere-si-pusi-sa-faca-legea-in-republica-moldova/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/social/2016/4/7/regimul-care-renaste-monstri-tortionarii-din-7-aprilie-2009-promovati-de-actuala-guvernare-in-functii-de-conducere-si-pusi-sa-faca-legea-in-republica-moldova/


 

488 
 

Jurnal.md. 2016g. “Russian Laundromat: The laundering of 20 billion USD through the 

banking system of the RM was possible through legislative amendments and the 

permission of politicians.” December 12, 2016. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, 

January 16, 2018. http://www.jurnal.md/en/economic/2016/12/12/russian-

laundromat-the-laundering-of-20-billion-usd-through-the-banking-system-of-the-rm-

was-possible-through-legislative-amendments-and-the-permission-of-the-politics/.  

Jurnal.md. 2017a. “Cine a făcut și face lobby pentru politicienii moldoveni în Statele Unite.” 

[“Who lobbied for Moldovan politicians in the United States.”] August 30, 2017. 

Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, October 25, 2017. 

http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/8/30/cine-a-facut-si-face-lobby-pentru-politicienii-

moldoveni-in-statele-unite/.  

Jurnal.md. 2017b. “Dezvăliuri: Cifra reală a banilor spălați prin Laundromat este de 30 de 

miliarde de euro; Totul a fost coordonat de Plahotniuc, cu ajutorul lui Timofti, Platon și 

Tănase (DOC).” [“Developments: The actual figure for money laundering is €30 billion; 

Everything was coordinated by Plahotniuc, with the help of Timofti, Palton and Tanase 

(DOC).”] May 15, 2017. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, January 16, 2018. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/economic/2017/5/15/radiografia-jafului-bancar-intr-un-

demers-catre-dodon-mihail-gofman-face-dezvaluiri-despre-plahotniuc-shor-si-timofti-

doc/.  

Jurnal.md. 2017d. “Modificările la Codul Audiovizualului, criticate de experți: “Imediat ce s-a 

anunțat despre învinuirea lui Plahotniuc în Rusia, partidul de guvernămât a hotărât să 

forțeze adoptarea proiectului.”” [“Amendments to the Audiovisual Code, criticised by 

experts: “As soon as it was announced that Plahotniuc was accused in Russia, the 

http://www.jurnal.md/en/economic/2016/12/12/russian-laundromat-the-laundering-of-20-billion-usd-through-the-banking-system-of-the-rm-was-possible-through-legislative-amendments-and-the-permission-of-the-politics/
http://www.jurnal.md/en/economic/2016/12/12/russian-laundromat-the-laundering-of-20-billion-usd-through-the-banking-system-of-the-rm-was-possible-through-legislative-amendments-and-the-permission-of-the-politics/
http://www.jurnal.md/en/economic/2016/12/12/russian-laundromat-the-laundering-of-20-billion-usd-through-the-banking-system-of-the-rm-was-possible-through-legislative-amendments-and-the-permission-of-the-politics/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/8/30/cine-a-facut-si-face-lobby-pentru-politicienii-moldoveni-in-statele-unite/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/8/30/cine-a-facut-si-face-lobby-pentru-politicienii-moldoveni-in-statele-unite/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/economic/2017/5/15/radiografia-jafului-bancar-intr-un-demers-catre-dodon-mihail-gofman-face-dezvaluiri-despre-plahotniuc-shor-si-timofti-doc/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/economic/2017/5/15/radiografia-jafului-bancar-intr-un-demers-catre-dodon-mihail-gofman-face-dezvaluiri-despre-plahotniuc-shor-si-timofti-doc/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/economic/2017/5/15/radiografia-jafului-bancar-intr-un-demers-catre-dodon-mihail-gofman-face-dezvaluiri-despre-plahotniuc-shor-si-timofti-doc/


 

489 
 

ruling party decided to force the adoption of the project.””] December 7, 2017. 

Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, February 27, 2018. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/12/7/modificarile-la-codul-audiovizualului-

criticate-de-experti-imediat-ce-s-a-anuntat-despre-invinuirea-lui-plahotniuc-in-rusia-

partidul-de-guvernamant-a-hotarat-sa-forteze-adoptarea-proiectului/.  

Jurnal.md. 2017e. “Şeful PD Vladimir Plahotniuc, a anunțaat că legea ONG-urilor nu va mai fi 

modificată.” [“PD leader Vladimir Plahotniuc has announced that the NGO law will no 

longer be amended.”] September 12, 2017. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, 

October 28, 2017. http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/9/12/seful-pd-vladimir-

plahotniuc-a-anuntat-ca-legea-ong-urilor-nu-va-mai-fi-modificata/. 

Jurnal.md. 2018. “Lyudmila Kozlovska: Democraţia se prăbuşeşte în RM cu o viteză fără 

precedent; În spatele corupţiei sunt nume concrete, iar sancţiunile nominale impuse 

de UE autorităţilor – unica soluţie // INTERVIU.” [“Lyudmila Kozlovska: Democracy 

collapses in Moldova with unprecedented speed; Behind corruption are concrete 

names, and the nominal sanctions imposed by the EU on the authorities – are the only 

solution // INTERVIEW.”] January 2, 2018. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, 

August 23, 2019. http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2018/2/1/lyudmila-kozlovska-

democratia-se-prabuseste-in-rm-cu-o-viteza-fara-precedent-in-spatele-coruptiei-sunt-

nume-concrete-iar-sanctiunile-nominale-impuse-de-ue-autoritatilor-unica-solutie-

interviu/. 

Kachurka, Raman. 2014. “Pro-Russian Groups Become More Active In Belarus.” November 

26, 2014. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/12/7/modificarile-la-codul-audiovizualului-criticate-de-experti-imediat-ce-s-a-anuntat-despre-invinuirea-lui-plahotniuc-in-rusia-partidul-de-guvernamant-a-hotarat-sa-forteze-adoptarea-proiectului/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/12/7/modificarile-la-codul-audiovizualului-criticate-de-experti-imediat-ce-s-a-anuntat-despre-invinuirea-lui-plahotniuc-in-rusia-partidul-de-guvernamant-a-hotarat-sa-forteze-adoptarea-proiectului/
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/12/7/modificarile-la-codul-audiovizualului-criticate-de-experti-imediat-ce-s-a-anuntat-despre-invinuirea-lui-plahotniuc-in-rusia-partidul-de-guvernamant-a-hotarat-sa-forteze-adoptarea-proiectului/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/9/12/seful-pd-vladimir-plahotniuc-a-anuntat-ca-legea-ong-urilor-nu-va-mai-fi-modificata/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2017/9/12/seful-pd-vladimir-plahotniuc-a-anuntat-ca-legea-ong-urilor-nu-va-mai-fi-modificata/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2018/2/1/lyudmila-kozlovska-democratia-se-prabuseste-in-rm-cu-o-viteza-fara-precedent-in-spatele-coruptiei-sunt-nume-concrete-iar-sanctiunile-nominale-impuse-de-ue-autoritatilor-unica-solutie-interviu/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2018/2/1/lyudmila-kozlovska-democratia-se-prabuseste-in-rm-cu-o-viteza-fara-precedent-in-spatele-coruptiei-sunt-nume-concrete-iar-sanctiunile-nominale-impuse-de-ue-autoritatilor-unica-solutie-interviu/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2018/2/1/lyudmila-kozlovska-democratia-se-prabuseste-in-rm-cu-o-viteza-fara-precedent-in-spatele-coruptiei-sunt-nume-concrete-iar-sanctiunile-nominale-impuse-de-ue-autoritatilor-unica-solutie-interviu/
http://jurnal.md/ro/politic/2018/2/1/lyudmila-kozlovska-democratia-se-prabuseste-in-rm-cu-o-viteza-fara-precedent-in-spatele-coruptiei-sunt-nume-concrete-iar-sanctiunile-nominale-impuse-de-ue-autoritatilor-unica-solutie-interviu/


 

490 
 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/pro-russian-groups-become-more-active-belarus-

20470. 

Kaczmarski, Marcin. 2015. Russia-China Relations in the Post-Crisis International Order. 

London and New York: Routledge.  

Kagan, Robert. 2008. “The End of the End of History.” April 23, 2008. Accessed from the 

New Republic Website, May 11, 2018. https://newrepublic.com/article/60801/the-

end-the-end-history. 

Kakachia, Kornely. 2017. “The return of geopolitics: Georgia in the shadow of Russian-

Ukrainian Conflict.” In Neighbourhood Perceptions of the Ukraine Crisis: From the 

Soviet Union into Eurasia? edited by Gerhard Beiser and Katarzyna Stokłosa. London 

and New York: Routledge: 141-156.  

Kalenyuk, Dar’ya, Peklun, Tata, Moiseenko, Aleksandr, Dyenkov, Dmytro, Musayeva, Sevgil’, 

and. 2018. ““Myl’nyi puzyr’” ili “konfiskatsiya veka” genpokurora Lutsenko.” [““Soap 

bubble” or “confiscation of the century” by the Prosecutor General Lutsenko.”] 

January 10, 2018. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/01/10/7167931/.  

Kalinkina, Svetlana. 2014. “Yanychary.” [“Janissaries.”] April 9, 2014. Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, January 1, 2018. http://udf.by/news/main_news/99926-

yanychary.html.  

Kamneva, Natal’ya. 2014. “Kontsentratsiya obshchikh usiliy.” [“Concentration of common 

efforts.”] Narodnaya Gazeta. Number 15. April 10-16, 2014: 5.  

http://belarusdigest.com/story/pro-russian-groups-become-more-active-belarus-20470
http://belarusdigest.com/story/pro-russian-groups-become-more-active-belarus-20470
https://newrepublic.com/article/60801/the-end-the-end-history
https://newrepublic.com/article/60801/the-end-the-end-history
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/01/10/7167931/
http://udf.by/news/main_news/99926-yanychary.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/99926-yanychary.html


 

491 
 

Kanygin, Pavel. 2011. “Bat’ka Lukashenko: eto kakoi-to nemoi narod.” [“Father Lukashenko: 

It’s some Dumb People.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 67. June 24, 2011: 1. 

Kanygin, Pavel. 2018. ““Bozvrashchat’ nuzhno ne territorii, a lyudei.”” [““Its not territory 

that needs to be returned but people.””] February 13, 2018. Accessed from the 

Novaya Gazeta Website, February 22, 2018. 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2018/02/13/75504-vozvraschat-nuzhno-ne-

territorii-a-lyudey.  

Kapsamun, Ivan. 2013. “Tri naznacheniya i pyat’ vyvodov…” [“Three apoointments and five 

conclusions…”] Den. Number 3. January 11, 2013.  

Kapsamun, Ivan. 2014. “O “linii vodorazdela.”” [“On the “watershed line.””] Den. Number 

111. June 19, 2014. 

Karatnycky, Adrian. 2005. “Ukraine’s Orange Revolution.” Foreign Affairs. 84 (2): 1-19.  

Karbalevich, Valeriy. 2010. Alexander Lukashenka: Politicheskiy Portret. [Alexander 

Lukashenka: A Political Portrait.] Moscow: Partizan. 

Karbalevich, Valeriy. 2019. “Prorossiyskie sily v okruzheniya Lukashenko prizvali 

ideologicheskiy “spetsnaz.”” [“The pro-Russian forces that surround Lukashenka were 

called ideological “special forces.””] September 27, 2019. Accessed deom the UDF.by 

Website, September 30, 2019. https://udf.by/news/politic/199740-prorossijskie-sily-v-

okruzhenija-lukashenko-prizvali-ideologicheskij-specnaz.html. 

Karpenko, Mariya. 2019. ““Ya tozhe sidelv priemnoi. Na rybok smotrel.”” [““I also sat in the 

waiting room. I looked at the fish.””] February 26, 2019. Accessed from the 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2018/02/13/75504-vozvraschat-nuzhno-ne-territorii-a-lyudey
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2018/02/13/75504-vozvraschat-nuzhno-ne-territorii-a-lyudey
https://udf.by/news/politic/199740-prorossijskie-sily-v-okruzhenija-lukashenko-prizvali-ideologicheskij-specnaz.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/199740-prorossijskie-sily-v-okruzhenija-lukashenko-prizvali-ideologicheskij-specnaz.html


 

492 
 

Kommersant Website, September 1, 2019. 

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3895593?query=я%20тоже%20сидел%20в%20при

емной%20на%20рынок%20смотрел. 

Karyakina, Anhelina. 2018. “Komandir kiyvs’kikh spetspriznachentsiv brav uchast’ u rozhoni 

Evromaidanu – rozsliduvannya Hromads’koho.” [“The commander of the Kyiv Special 

Forces took part in the dispersal of the Euromaidan – Hromadsky.”] December 27, 

2018. Accessed from the Hromadsky Website, December 28, 2018. 

https://hromadske.ua/posts/komandir-kiyivskih-specpriznachenciv-brav-uchast-u-

rozgoni-yevromajdanu-rozsliduvannya-gromadskogo.  

Kashin, Oleg. 2018. “Na ulitsu kak na rabotu. Miting Naval’nogo kak element putinskoi 

stabil’nosti.” [“Out on the street like a job. The meetings of Navalny as an element of 

Putin’s stability.”] Republic (Slon). Number 1-29. January 29, 2018.  

Kaylan, Melik. 2014. “Kremlin Values: Putin’s Strategic Conservatism.” June 2014. Accessed 

from the World Affairs Journal Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/kremlin-values-putin%E2%80%99s-

strategic-conservatism.  

Kazanskiy, Aleksandr. 2016. “Marionetka Plakhotnyuka Pavel Filip zayavil, chto emu plevat’ 

na mnenie naroda: u nego est’ dela povazhnee.” [“The puppet of Plahotniuc Pavel Filip 

says that he does not care about the opinion of the people” he has more important 

things to do.””] Moldoavskiy Vedomosti. Number 4. January 22, 2016: 1. 

Kazan’sky, Denis. 2015. “Oligarch Turf Wars 2.0.” November 20, 2015. Accessed from the 

Tyzhden Website, January 11, 2017. http://m.tyzhden.ua/publication/151993. 

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3895593?query=
https://hromadske.ua/posts/komandir-kiyivskih-specpriznachenciv-brav-uchast-u-rozgoni-yevromajdanu-rozsliduvannya-gromadskogo
https://hromadske.ua/posts/komandir-kiyivskih-specpriznachenciv-brav-uchast-u-rozgoni-yevromajdanu-rozsliduvannya-gromadskogo
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/kremlin-values-putin%E2%80%99s-strategic-conservatism
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/kremlin-values-putin%E2%80%99s-strategic-conservatism
http://m.tyzhden.ua/publication/151993


 

493 
 

 Kazanskyi, Denys. 2018. “The spin-doctor headache.” The Ukrainian Week. 121 (3): 24-25. 

Kaz’mina, Irina and Eremenko, Ekaterina. 2018. “Koroli goszakaza – 2018. Reiting Forbes.” 

[“Kings of the state order – 2018. Forbes Raiting.”] February 2, 2018. Accessed from 

the Forbes Russia Website, September 1, 2019. https://www.forbes.ru/biznes-

photogallery/357659-koroli-goszakaza-2018-reyting-forbes. 

Keating, Joshua. 2015. “Did This Russian Oligarch Come Up With Putin’s Ukraine Strategy.” 

February 26, 2015. Accessed from the slate.com Website, January 18, 2018. 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2015/02/26/did_this_russian_oligarch_come

_up_with_putin_s_ukraine_strategy.html.  

Kelemen, R. Daniel. 2015. “Introduction: Why look to Europe for Lessons?” In Lessons from 

Europe? What Americans Can Learn from European Public Policies? edited by R. Daniel 

Kelemen. E-Book. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.  

Kezar, Adrianna. 2008. “Understanding Leadership Strategies for Addressing the Politics of 

Diversity.” The Journal of Higher Education. 79 (4): 406-441. 

Khalip, Irina. 2017. “Zaradochnyi “Zapad.”” [“Mysterious “West.””] Novaya Gazeta. Number 

93. August 25, 2017: 9.  

Khilko, Kristina. 2016. “Prodolzhaetsya podgotovka k tret’emu forumu regionov.” 

[“Preperation for the third forum of the regions is continuing.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. 

Number 37. February 26, 2016.  

Khodasevich, Anton. 2017. “Lukashenko manevrami “Zapad-2017” dovolen.” [“Lukashenko 

is satisfied with “West-2017” manoeuvres.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 203. 

September 21, 2017: 6.  

https://www.forbes.ru/biznes-photogallery/357659-koroli-goszakaza-2018-reyting-forbes
https://www.forbes.ru/biznes-photogallery/357659-koroli-goszakaza-2018-reyting-forbes
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2015/02/26/did_this_russian_oligarch_come_up_with_putin_s_ukraine_strategy.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2015/02/26/did_this_russian_oligarch_come_up_with_putin_s_ukraine_strategy.html


 

494 
 

Khodzhaeva, Ekaterina and Meyer, Irina. 2017. “Mobilizing Patriotism in Russia: Federal 

Programs of Patriotic Education.” Russian Analytical Digest. Number 207. September 

26, 2017.  

Khralovich, Anastasiya. 2017. “Lukashenko obvinil rossiyskuyu pressu v razvyazyvanii voiny.” 

[“Lukashenko Accuses the Russian Press of Unleashing War.”] July 12, 2017. Accessed 

from the Belsat Website, February 28, 2017. http://belsat.eu/ru/in-focus/lukashenko-

obvinil-rossijskuyu-pressu-v-razvyazyvanii-vojny/.  

Kipiani, Vakhtang. 2002. ““Gei, Slavyane, Gei, Slavyane, Moskali i Kievlyane…”” [““Gay, 

Slaves, Gay, Slaves, Moscuvites and Kievites…””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 50. 

December 28, 2002.  

Kizilov, Evgeniy. 2018. “Vykhod iz SNG: u Poroshenko zayavili, chto polnost’yu 

sotrudnichestvo ne prekratyat.” [“Withdrawl from the CIS: Poroshenko said that he 

will not completely cease cooperation.”] April 16, 2018. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, April 17, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/04/16/7177801/.   

Klaskovskiy, Aleksandr. 2015. “Lukashenko v televizore kochet vyglyadet’ khozyainom, a ne 

kandidatom.” [“Lukashenko wants to look at the television host, but not at a 

candidate.”] September 18, 2015. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 16, 2016. 

http://udf.by/news/main_news/128035-lukashenko-v-televizore-hochet-vyglyadet-

hozyainom-a-ne-kandidatom.html.  

Kłysiński, Kamil and Żochkowski, Piotr. 2016. The End Of The Myth Of A Brotherly Belarus? 

Russian Soft Power In Belarus After 2014: The Background And Its Manifestations. 

Warsaw: Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia. 

http://belsat.eu/ru/in-focus/lukashenko-obvinil-rossijskuyu-pressu-v-razvyazyvanii-vojny/
http://belsat.eu/ru/in-focus/lukashenko-obvinil-rossijskuyu-pressu-v-razvyazyvanii-vojny/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/04/16/7177801/
http://udf.by/news/main_news/128035-lukashenko-v-televizore-hochet-vyglyadet-hozyainom-a-ne-kandidatom.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/128035-lukashenko-v-televizore-hochet-vyglyadet-hozyainom-a-ne-kandidatom.html


 

495 
 

Kneuer, Marianne and Demmelhuber, Thomas, 2016. “Gravity centres of authoritarian rule: 

a conceptual approach.” Democratization. 23 (5): 775-796.  

Kneuer, Marianne, Demmelhuber, Thomas, Peresson, Raphael and Zumbrägel, Tobias. 2019. 

“Playing the regional card: why and how authoritarian gravity centres exploit regional 

organisations.” Third World Quarterly. 40 (3): 451-470. 

Knott, Eleanor. 2014. “What can Ukraine learn from a post-2009 Moldova? It’s not just 

institutions that need to change.” October 10, 2014. Accessed from the London School 

of Economics Website, December 1, 2016. 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/eurocrisispress/2014/10/14/what-can-ukraine-learn-from-a-

post-2009-moldova-its-not-just-institutions-that-need-to-change/. 

Knyazhanskiy, Vitaliy. 2006. “Gazovyi portfel’.” [“Gas briefcase”] Den. Number 182. October 

23, 2006.  

Kobzar’, Dmitriy. 2016. “Sovrashchenie vlast’yu ili pochemu demokratiya po-Moldavski 

pokhozha na svabodu v kandalakh?” [“The seduction of power or why democracy in 

Moldova is like freedom in chains.”] January 20, 2016. Accessed from the 

Komosomol’skaya Pravda Moldova Website, June 8, 2016. 

http://www.kp.md/daily/26482/3352160/. 

 Koch, Natalie. 2013. “Introduction – Fieldwork methods ‘in closed contexts’: undertaking 

research in authoritarian states and places.” Area. 45 (4): 390-395. 

Koch-Weser, Iacob. 2011. “What Drives China-Belarus Relations.” March 26, 2011. Accessed 

from the Belarus Digest Wesbite, October 22, 2017. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/what-drives-china-belarus-relations/.  

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/eurocrisispress/2014/10/14/what-can-ukraine-learn-from-a-post-2009-moldova-its-not-just-institutions-that-need-to-change/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/eurocrisispress/2014/10/14/what-can-ukraine-learn-from-a-post-2009-moldova-its-not-just-institutions-that-need-to-change/
http://www.kp.md/daily/26482/3352160/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/what-drives-china-belarus-relations/


 

496 
 

Koehler, Kevin, Schmotz, Alexander and Tansey, Oisín. 2016. “Why it’s good for dictators to 

have dictator friends.” September 15, 2016. Accessed from The Washington Post 

Website, September 16, 2016. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-

cage/wp/2016/09/15/why-its-good-for-dictators-to-have-dictator-friends/.  

Koesel, Karrie J and Bunce, Valerie J. 2013. “Diffusion-Proofing: Russian and Chinese 

Responses to Waves of Popular Mobilizations against Authoritarian Rulers.” 

Perspectives on Politics. 11 (3): 753-768.  

Kolb, David A. 1984. Experiential Learning: experience as the source of learning and 

development. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2015. “Russian Ideology After Crimea.” September 2015. Accessed from 

the Carnegie Endowment Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://carnegieendowment.org/files/CP_Kolesnikov_Ideology2015_web_Eng.pdf.  

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2016a. “Afterpartiya: sushchestvuet li v Rossii partiynaya Sistema.” 

[“Afterparty: is there a party system in Russia.”] January 27, 2016. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/2016/01/27/ru-pub-62612. 

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2016b. “Ruskiy Tramp. Pochemu respublikanskiy kandidat tak blizok 

Rossii.” [“Russian Trump. Why is the republican candidate so close to Russia?”] 

September 2, 2019. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 

2019. https://carnegie.ru/commentary/64440. 

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2017a. “Nadezhda Rossii: k chemu privedet pervaya vstrecha Trampa i 

Putina?” [“Russia’s hope: what will the first meeting of Trump and Putin lead to?”] July 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/09/15/why-its-good-for-dictators-to-have-dictator-friends/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/09/15/why-its-good-for-dictators-to-have-dictator-friends/
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/CP_Kolesnikov_Ideology2015_web_Eng.pdf
http://carnegie.ru/2016/01/27/ru-pub-62612
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/64440


 

497 
 

7, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/2017/07/07/ru-pub-71475. 

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2017b. “Parad “Yunarmii”: zachem Kremlyu marshiruyushchie 

shkol’niki.” [“Parade of the “unarmy:” why the Kremlin is marching students.”] May 

10, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/2017/05/10/ru-pub-69938.  

Kolesnikov, Andrei. 2019. “Otkat k nulevomu tsiklu: pochemu nervnichayut 

pravitel’stvennye ekonomisty.” [“Reversion to the zero cycle: why government 

economists are nervous.”] Accessed from the RBK Website, July 17, 2019. 

https://www.rbc.ru/opinions/economics/03/07/2019/5d1c5abc9a794730927ee431?fr

om=center. 

Kolesnikov, Andrei and Chizh, Oksana. 2017. “Osoboe mnenie.” [“Special opinion.”] January 

12, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/2017/01/12/ru-pub-67679. 

Kommersant-Daily. 2017. “Zaderzhannye ne zaderzhalis’ b politsii.” [“Detainees did not stay 

in police custody.”] Kommersant Daily. Number 187p. October 9, 2017: 5. 

Kommersant. 2019. “Moldavskie SMI opublikovali kompromat na Dodon.” [“Moldovan 

media publish compromising evidence about Dodon.”] August 6, 2019. Accessed from 

the Kommersant Website, September 2, 2019. 

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3997626. 

Kondratov, Valeriy. 2010. “Chornovil: Esli tak poidet dal’she, to v 2015-m posadyat 

Yanukovicha.” [“Chornovil: If this goes on, then in 2015 Yanukovych will be 

imprisoned.”] December 24, 2010. Accessed from the Liga.net Website, January 14, 

https://carnegie.ru/2017/07/07/ru-pub-71475
http://carnegie.ru/2017/05/10/ru-pub-69938
https://www.rbc.ru/opinions/economics/03/07/2019/5d1c5abc9a794730927ee431?from=center
https://www.rbc.ru/opinions/economics/03/07/2019/5d1c5abc9a794730927ee431?from=center
https://carnegie.ru/2017/01/12/ru-pub-67679
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3997626


 

498 
 

2018. http://news.liga.net/interview/politics/498579-chornovil-esli-tak-poydet-

dalshe-to-v-2015-m-posadyat-yanukovicha.htm.  

Konończuk, Wojciech. 2016. “Oligarchs after the Maidan: the old system in a ‘new’ Ukraine.” 

Point of View. Number 59. August 2016. 

 Konovalov, Sergeiy. 2012. “Natsional’naya gvardiya Vladimira Putina.” [“The National Guard 

of Vladimir Putin.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 61. April 2, 2012: 1.  

Kontsyu, Mikhai. 2010. “Moldavskiy prem’er uzhe stal golovnoi bol’yu i dlya Evropy.” 

[“Moldovan Prime Minister is already a headache for Europe.”] Nezavisimaya 

Moldova. Number 57. April 29, 2010: 1.  

Kopstein, Jeffrey and Reilly, David A. 2000. “Geographic Diffusion and the Transformation of 

the Postcommunist World.” World Politics. 53 (1): 1-37. 

Korchenkova, Natal’ya. 2015. ““Pryamaya liniya” v stolichnom vospriyatii [““Direct line” in 

the metropolitan perception.”]. Kommersant Daily. Number 69. April 18, 2015: 2.  

Korchenkova, Natal’ya and Miller, Liza. 2015. “Pryamaya liniya Vladimira Putina 

prodemonstrirovala stabil’nost’.” [“The direct line of Vladimir Putin demonstrated 

stability.”] Kommersant Daily. Number 107. June 17, 2017: 2.  

Korchenkova, Natal’ya and Samokhina, Sof’ya. 2015. “Pryamaya liniya sobrala ne vsekh.” [“A 

straight line did not bring everyone together.”] Kommersant Daily. Number 76. April 

30, 2013: 2.  

Korosteleva, Elena. 2012. “Questioning democracy promotion: Belarus’ response to the 

‘colour revolutions.’” Democratization. 19 (1): 37-59.  

http://news.liga.net/interview/politics/498579-chornovil-esli-tak-poydet-dalshe-to-v-2015-m-posadyat-yanukovicha.htm
http://news.liga.net/interview/politics/498579-chornovil-esli-tak-poydet-dalshe-to-v-2015-m-posadyat-yanukovicha.htm


 

499 
 

Korosteleva, Elena. 2013. “Belarusian Foreign Policy in a Time of Crisis.” In The International 

Economic Crisis and the Post-Soviet States edited by Valentina Feklyunina and Stephen 

White. London and New York: Routledge: 232-252.  

Korosteleva, Julia. 2011. “The Global Recession and the Belarusian Economy: Revealing 

Cracks in the Model.” Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics. 27 (3-4): 

632-653. 

Korovenkova, Tat’yana. 2016. “U oppozitsii net edinstvenno vernoi strategii na vybory-

2016.” [“The opposition does not have the one right strategy for the 2016 election.”] 

July 28, 2016. Accessed from the Zautra.by Website. November 10, 2019. 

https://zautra.by/news/news-22037. 

Korrespondent.net. 2013. “Istoriya odnoi Sem’i. Korrespondent vyyasnil secret 

stremitel’nogo kar’ernogo rosta okruzheniya syna Yanukovicha.” [The history of one 

family. Korrespondent found out the secret of the rapid career growth and the 

enrichment of Yanukovych’s sons.”] February 8, 2013. Accessed from the 

Korrespondent Ukraine Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/1497612-istoriya-odnoj-semi-

korrespondent-vyyasnil-sekret-stremitelnogo-karernogo-rosta-okruzheniya-syna-yanu. 

Kosarev, Gennadiy. 2017. “Mrak ili peremirie: chto zhdet Belarus’ posle Dnya Voli ?” 

[“Darkness or truce: what awaits Belarus after the Day of Freedom?”] March 26, 2017. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, March 16, 2018. 

http://udf.by/denvoli2017/154305-mrak-ili-peremirie-chto-zhdet-belarus-posle-dnya-

voli.html.    

https://zautra.by/news/news-22037
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/1497612-istoriya-odnoj-semi-korrespondent-vyyasnil-sekret-stremitelnogo-karernogo-rosta-okruzheniya-syna-yanu
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/1497612-istoriya-odnoj-semi-korrespondent-vyyasnil-sekret-stremitelnogo-karernogo-rosta-okruzheniya-syna-yanu
http://udf.by/denvoli2017/154305-mrak-ili-peremirie-chto-zhdet-belarus-posle-dnya-voli.html
http://udf.by/denvoli2017/154305-mrak-ili-peremirie-chto-zhdet-belarus-posle-dnya-voli.html


 

500 
 

Koshkina, Sonya. 2015a. Maidan: Nerasskazannaya istoriya. [Maidan: The untold story.] 

Kyiv: Brait Star Pablishing.  

Koshkina, Sonya. 2015b. “Poroshenko, Firtash, Klitschko: tochki nad “i.”” [“Poroshenko, 

Firtash, Klitschko: points over “i.””] June 6, 2015. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, 

February 14, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/blog/sonya_koshkina/307399_poroshenko_firtash_klichko_tochki.html.  

Koshkina, Sonya. 2016. “Igor Rainin: “Vtoroi srok Poroshenko? A chto, est’ al’ternativa?”  

[“Igor Rainin: “The second term of Poroshenko? Is there an alternative?”] October 16, 

2016. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2016/10/16/347922_igor_raynin_vtoroy_srok.html.  

Koshkina, Sonya. 2017a. “Imenem vtorogo sroka: Konstitutsiya – izmenit’ nel’zya ostavit’.” 

[“In the name of the second term: the Constitution – cannot be changed.”] April 13, 

2017. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/04/13/363845_imenem_vtorogo_sroka_konstitutsiya-.html.  

Koshkina, Sonya. 2017b. “Konservatsiya.” [“Conservation.”] January 27, 2017. Accessed from 

the LB.ua Website, November 9, 2017. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/01/27/357039_konservatsiya.html.  

Kosmehl, Miriam and Umland, Andreas. 2016. “Ukraine Introduces State Financing for 

Political Parties.” August 30, 2016. Accessed from the Harvard International Review 

Website, November 17, 2018. http://hir.harvard.edu/article/?a=13876.  

Kostenko, Natal’ya, Kornya, Anastasiya and Khimshiashvili, Polina. 2012. “Trening Volodina.” 

[“Volodin’s training.”] Vedomosti. Number 159. August 24, 2012.  

https://lb.ua/blog/sonya_koshkina/307399_poroshenko_firtash_klichko_tochki.html
https://lb.ua/news/2016/10/16/347922_igor_raynin_vtoroy_srok.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/04/13/363845_imenem_vtorogo_sroka_konstitutsiya-.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/01/27/357039_konservatsiya.html
http://hir.harvard.edu/article/?a=13876


 

501 
 

Kostyuk, Bogdana. 2011. “In Ukraine – The (Un)freedom of Speech.” New Eastern Europe. 1: 

66-71. 

Kot, Gennadiy. 2017. ““Marsh netuneyadtsev:” otkuda vzyalsya rost protestov v Belorussi.” 

[““March of the non-united:” where did the growing protests in Belarus come from?”] 

March 15, 2017. Accessed from the BBC Russian Service Website, December 17, 2017. 

http://www.bbc.com/russian/other-news-39277515.  

Kotov, Mikhail and Glazkova, Ekaterina. 2015. “Mikhail Fridman: “Biznes – veshch’ 

neslozhnaya.” [“Mikhail Fridman: “Business is a simple thing.””] August 6, 2015. 

Accessed from the Forbes Ukraine Website, July 23, 2018. 

http://forbes.net.ua/magazine/forbes/1399614-mihail-fridman-biznes-veshch-

neslozhnaya.  

Kotova, Yuliya. 2010. “Mikhail Fishman, dlinnonogaya Katya i belyi poroshok. Oppozitsioner 

Yashin rasskazal, kak glavred “Russkogo Newsweek” okazalsya v ob’ektive skrytoi 

kamery. Kremlevskaya molodezh’ peredumala zaminat’ skandal s Mikhailom 

Fishmanom.” [“Mikhail Fishman, long-legged Katya and white powder. Oppositionist 

Yashin told “Russian Newsweek” about the lens of the hidden camera. Kremlin youth 

changed their mind about the scandal of Mikhail Fishman.”] March 25, 2010. Accessed 

from the Compromat Website, November 13, 2017. 

http://www.compromat.ru/page_28985.htm#ankor1. 

 Kovachich, Leonid. 2019. “Russia Flirts With Internet Sovereignty.” February 1, 2019. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/02/01/russia-flirts-with-internet-

sovereignty-op-ed-a64369. 

http://www.bbc.com/russian/other-news-39277515
http://forbes.net.ua/magazine/forbes/1399614-mihail-fridman-biznes-veshch-neslozhnaya
http://forbes.net.ua/magazine/forbes/1399614-mihail-fridman-biznes-veshch-neslozhnaya
http://www.compromat.ru/page_28985.htm#ankor1
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/02/01/russia-flirts-with-internet-sovereignty-op-ed-a64369
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/02/01/russia-flirts-with-internet-sovereignty-op-ed-a64369


 

502 
 

Koval’, Alexei. 2009. “Ukraina na kitaiskoi karte mira.” [“Ukraine on the Chinese world 

map.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. November 20, 2009. 

Kovalenko, Igor’. 2006a. “Na ulitse igra ne dovodit do dobra.” [“On the street the games are 

not good.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. Number 50. March 17, 2006: 1.  

Kovalenko, Igor’. 2006b. ““Revolyutsiya” otmenyaetsya…” [““Revolution” is cancelled…”] 

Belarus’ Segodnya. Number 41. March 2, 2006: 2.   

Kovalev, Alexey and Bodmer, Matthew. 2017. “Where Old Spooks Are Sent to Retire: 

Russia’s Institute of Strategic Studies.” April 20, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow 

Times Website, September 20, 2017. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/where-

old-spooks-are-sent-to-die-russias-institute-of-strategic-studies-57775. 

 Kovensky, Josh. 2017. “Comrade Trump’s Politburo.” March 2, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv 

Post Website, August 23, 2019. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/comrade-

trumps-politburo.html. 

Kovensky, Josh. 2018a. “Kolomoisky uses his monopoly to threaten Ukraine’s drinking 

water.” July 19, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/kolomoisky-holds-chlorine-bomb-over-

ukraine.html. 

Kovensky, Josh. 2018b. “Poroshenko paying for access to Trump sounds believable to 

some.” May 24, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-administration-paid-for-

trump-access-bbc-report-alleges.html. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/where-old-spooks-are-sent-to-die-russias-institute-of-strategic-studies-57775
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/where-old-spooks-are-sent-to-die-russias-institute-of-strategic-studies-57775
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/comrade-trumps-politburo.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/comrade-trumps-politburo.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/kolomoisky-holds-chlorine-bomb-over-ukraine.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/kolomoisky-holds-chlorine-bomb-over-ukraine.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-administration-paid-for-trump-access-bbc-report-alleges.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-administration-paid-for-trump-access-bbc-report-alleges.html


 

503 
 

Kovensky, Josh. 2018c. “Upcoming Manafort trial to spotlight Ukrainian oligarchs, 

politicians.” September 10, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, September 11, 

2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/upcoming-manafort-trial-to-

spotlight-ukrainian-oligarchs-politicians.html.  

Kozhenikova, Galina. 2000. “Yuri Sivakov snova v oboime. Proshlo chut’ bolee polugoda, i 

byvshiy ministr vnutennikh del RB, uvolennyi s formulirovkoi – po sostoyaniyu 

zdorov’ya, opyat’ prizvan na sluzhbu gosudarevu.” [“Yuri Sivakov is again in the cage. It 

took a bit more than six months, and the former Minister of Internal Affairs of the 

Republic of Belarus, was dismissed with the wording – for health reasons, he is again 

called to serve the sovereign.”] November 15, 2000. Accessed from the TUT.by 

Website, February 4, 2018. https://news.tut.by/society/971.html.  

Kozlova, Natal’ya. 2006. “Nurgaliyev otsenil spetsnaz.” [“Nurgaliyev appreciated the special 

forces.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 218. September 29, 2006: 2.  

Krainova, Natalya. 2014. “Prosecutors Initiate Check of Dozhd TV.” January 31, 2014. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/prosecutors-initiate-check-of-dozhd-

tv/493647.html.  

Kramer, Andrew E. 2016a. “More of Kremlin’s Opponents Are Ending Up Dead.” August 20, 

2016. Accessed from The New York Times Website, January 13, 2018. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/21/world/europe/moscow-kremlin-silence-

critics-poison.html.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/upcoming-manafort-trial-to-spotlight-ukrainian-oligarchs-politicians.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/upcoming-manafort-trial-to-spotlight-ukrainian-oligarchs-politicians.html
https://news.tut.by/society/971.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/prosecutors-initiate-check-of-dozhd-tv/493647.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/prosecutors-initiate-check-of-dozhd-tv/493647.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/21/world/europe/moscow-kremlin-silence-critics-poison.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/21/world/europe/moscow-kremlin-silence-critics-poison.html


 

504 
 

Kramer, Andrew E. 2016b. “Ukrainian Pilot, Nadiya Savchenko, Is Exchanged for 2 Russian 

Prisoners.” May 25, 2016. Accessed from The New York Times Website, April 17, 2018. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/26/world/europe/ukraine-russia-prisoner-

swap.html?_r=0. 

Kramer, Oleksandr. 2012. “The distorted will of the people.” The Ukrainian Week. 18 (41): 6-

9. 

Kramer, Oleksandr. 2013. “Patriot Games.” October 21, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainian 

Week Website, August 13, 2019. https://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/91828. 

Krastev, Ivan. 2006. “Democracy’s “Doubles.”” Journal of Democracy. 17 (2): 52-62.  

Krastev, Ivan. 2015. “Ivan Krastev: Russia is “reverse engineering” Western foreign policy.” 

November 18, 2015. Accessed from the Graduate Institute of Geneva Website, 

October 28, 2017. http://graduateinstitute.ch/home/relations-publiques/news-at-the-

institute/news-archives.html/_/news/corporate/2015/ivan-krastev-russia-is-reverse-

e. 

Krastev, Ivan and Holmes, Stephen. 2012. “An Autopsy of Managed Democracy.” Journal of 

Democracy. 23 (3): 33-45. 

Kravchenko, Petr. 2006. Belarus’ na rasput’e, ili, Pravda o Belevezhskom soglasheniy: zapiski 

diplomata i politika. [Belarus at a crossroads, or the truth about the Belevezha 

Agreement: notes of diplomats and politicians.] Moscow: Vremya.  

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2003. “MID obshchego pol’zovaniya.” [“MFA of general use?”] Zerkalo 

Nedeli. Number 20. May 30, 2003.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/26/world/europe/ukraine-russia-prisoner-swap.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/26/world/europe/ukraine-russia-prisoner-swap.html?_r=0
https://ukrainianweek.com/Politics/91828
http://graduateinstitute.ch/home/relations-publiques/news-at-the-institute/news-archives.html/_/news/corporate/2015/ivan-krastev-russia-is-reverse-e
http://graduateinstitute.ch/home/relations-publiques/news-at-the-institute/news-archives.html/_/news/corporate/2015/ivan-krastev-russia-is-reverse-e
http://graduateinstitute.ch/home/relations-publiques/news-at-the-institute/news-archives.html/_/news/corporate/2015/ivan-krastev-russia-is-reverse-e


 

505 
 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2010. “Posol iz “piterskikh.”” [“Ambassador from “St. 

Petersburgers.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 3. January 30, 2010. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2015. “Podygryvaya Kremlyu.” [“Playing along to the Kremlin.”] 

Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 11. March 27, 2015. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2016. “Ukraina – Turtsiya: soyuz situativnyi, a ne strategicheskiy.” 

[“Ukraine – Turkey: a situational, not a strategic alliance.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 9. 

March 11, 2016. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2017a. “Budapesht pokazal Kievu yazyk ul’timatuma.” [“Budapest 

showed the language of ultimatum to Kiev.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 46. December 1, 

2017. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2017b. “Erdoganova pobeda.” [“The Victory of Erdogan.”] Zerkalo 

Nedeli. Number 15. April 19, 2017. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2017c. “Fil’truya vostochnyi “bazar.”” [“Filtering the Oriental 

Bazaar.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 38. October 13, 2017. 

Kravchenko, Vladimir. 2018. “Illyuziya dobrososedstva.” [“The illusion of good 

neighbourliness.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 37. October 8, 2018. 

Kravets, Roman. 2018a. “Akhmetov, L’ovochkin i Medvedchuk, abo Troe v partii, ne 

rakhuyuchi Rabinovicha.” [“Akhmetov, Lyovochkin and Medvedchuk, or the Trojan 

horse in the party, not counting Rabinovich.”] September 26, 2018. Accessed from the 

Ukrains’ka Pravda Website, November 20, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2018/09/26/7193198/.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2018/09/26/7193198/


 

506 
 

Kravets, Roman. 2018b. “Treti lishniy. Pochemu Levochkin s Medvedchukom gotovyatsya k 

vyboram bez Akhmetova.” [“Third Wheel. Why Levochkin and Medvedchuk are 

preparing for elections without Akhmetov.”] November 20, 2018. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, November 20, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/11/20/7198714/.  

Kravets, Roman and Larin, Dmitriy. 2015. “Smelee Yanukovicha.” [“Courageous 

Yanukovych.”] August 10, 2015. Accessed from the Argumentua Website, July 20, 

2018. http://argumentua.com/stati/smelee-yanukovicha.  

Kravets, Roman and Romanenko, Valentina. 2017. “Artemenko podtverdi, chto letal v 

Moskvu.” [“Artemenko confirmed that he flew to Moscow.”] February 27, 2017. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/02/27/7136598/.  

Krekó, Péter, Zgut, Edit and Győri, Lóránt. 2017. “Central Europe is more vulnerable than it 

appears.” New Eastern Europe. 24 (6): 75-82.  

Kremlin.ru. 2018a. “Telefonnyi razgovor c ispolnyayushchim obyazannosti Prem’er-ministra 

Armenii Karenom Karapetyom.” [“Telephone conversation with Acting Prime Minister 

of Armenia Karen Karapetyan.”] April 26, 2018. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, 

May 4, 2018. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/57368.  

Kremlin.ru. 2018b. “Telefonnyi razgovor c Prezidentom Armenii Armenom Sarkisyanom.” 

[“Telephone conversation with President of Armenia Armen Sarkisyan.”] April 25, 

2018. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, May 4, 2018. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/57365.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/11/20/7198714/
http://argumentua.com/stati/smelee-yanukovicha
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/02/27/7136598/
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/57368
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/57365


 

507 
 

Krushelnycky, Askold. 2019. “Trump drags Ukraine into his conspiracy allegations.” April 27, 

2019. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trump-drags-ukraine-into-his-conspiracy-

allegations.html. 

 Krutov, Mark. 2014. “Donetskie zalozhniki.” [“Donetsk hostages.”] March 6, 2014. Accessed 

from the Radio Svoboda Website, August 10, 2019. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/25287013.html. 

Kryat, Dmitriy. 2014. “Razgovor na odnom yazyke.” [“Converstation in one language.”] 

Narodnaya Gazeta. May 16, 2014: 2.  

Kryvoi, Yarik. 2011. “Who Rules Belarus?” November 21, 2011. Accessed from the Belarus 

Digest Website, January 10, 2018. https://belarusdigest.com/story/who-rules-

belarus/.  

Kudelia, Serhiy. 2012. “The sources of continuity and change of Ukraine’s incomplete state.” 

Communist and Post-Communist Studies. 45 (3-4): 417-428. 

Kudelia, Serhiy. 2013. “If tomorrow comes: Power balance and time horizons in Ukraine’s 

constitutional politics.” Demokratizatsiya. 21 (2): 151-178. 

Kudelia, Serhiy. 2014. “The House that Yanukovych Built.” Journal of Democracy. 25 (3): 19-

34.  

Kudelia, Serhiy. 2016. “Corruption in Ukraine: Perpetual Motion Machines or the Endplay of 

Post-Soviet Elites.” In Beyond the Euromaidan: Comparative Perspectives for 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trump-drags-ukraine-into-his-conspiracy-allegations.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trump-drags-ukraine-into-his-conspiracy-allegations.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/25287013.html
https://belarusdigest.com/story/who-rules-belarus/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/who-rules-belarus/


 

508 
 

Advancing Reforms in Ukraine edited by Henry Hale and Robert Orttung. Redwood 

City, CA: Stanford University Press: 61-79.  

Kudors, Andis. 2010. ““Russian World” – Russia’s Soft Power Approach to Compatriots 

Policy.” Russian Analytical Digest. Number 81. June 16, 2010. Accessed from the 

Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule, Zürich Website, October 23, 2017. 

http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-

securities-studies/pdfs/RAD-81.pdf. 

Kuo, Lily. 2013. “China reportedly just bought 5% of Ukraine (but the Ukrainian partner 

denies it).” September 23, 2013. Accessed from the Quartz Website, August 25, 2019.  

https://qz.com/127258/why-china-just-bought-one-twentieth-of-ukraine/. 

Kupfer, Matthew. 2018. “The fertilizer king: How Firtash’s monopoly strangles Ukrainian 

agriculture.” April 2, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/business/monopoly-firtash-fertilizer-king-cuts-income-

ukrainian-farmers.html.  

Kurlantzick, Joshua. 2013. “Why the ‘China Model’ Isn’t Going Away.” March 21, 2013. 

Accessed from The Atlantic Website, December 18, 2016. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/03/why-the-china-model-isnt-

going-away/274237/. 

Kurkov, Andrey. 2014. Ukraine Diaries: Dispatches from Kiev. London: Harvill Secker.  

Kutovenko, Olena. 2014. “The Media’s Missed Opportunities.” New Eastern Europe. 14 (5): 

34-40. 

http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/RAD-81.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/RAD-81.pdf
https://qz.com/127258/why-china-just-bought-one-twentieth-of-ukraine/
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/monopoly-firtash-fertilizer-king-cuts-income-ukrainian-farmers.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/monopoly-firtash-fertilizer-king-cuts-income-ukrainian-farmers.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/03/why-the-china-model-isnt-going-away/274237/
https://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/03/why-the-china-model-isnt-going-away/274237/


 

509 
 

Kuznetsova, Evgeniya. 2016. “Ideal’nyi prezident, ili kak krupneishie telekanaly osveshchayut 

deyatel’nost’ Petra Poroshenko.” [“The ideal president, or how the largest television 

channels cover the activities of Petro Poroshenko.”] September 7, 2016. Accessed 

from the Vox Ukraine Website, February 14, 2018. https://voxukraine.org/ru/tv-

censorship-ru/.  

Kuznetsova, Evgeniya, Dergachev, Vladimir and Gavrilko-Alekseev, Aleksei. 2017. “Kreml’ na 

razvilke: kakovy posledstviya protestnykh aktsiy po vsei Rossii.” [“The Kremlin at the 

fork: what are the consequences of protest actions across Russia.”] March 26, 2017. 

Accessed from the RBK Website, March 17, 2018. 

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/26/03/2017/58d7c6f39a7947448a1a3f45?from=subject. 

 Kvitka, Zorya. 2019. “Kto takoi Vladimir Plakhotnyuk, kak on svyazn s Poroshenko i 

pochemu sbezhal iz Moldovy.” [“Who is Vladimir Plahotniuc, how is he connected with 

Poroshenko and why did he run away from Moldova.”] July 28, 2019. Accessed from 

the UA Portal Website. https://www.uaportal.com/news/kto-takoj-vladimir-

plahotnyuk-kak-on-svyazan-s-poroshenko-i-pochemu-sbezhal-iz-moldovyi.htm. 

Kyiv Post. 2013. “EuroMaidan rallies in Ukraine – Dec. 11 coverage.” December 12, 2013. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 14, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/euromaidan-rallies-in-

ukraine-dec-11-coverage-333500.html. 

Kyiv Post. 2014a. “At least four reported dead, more than 100 injured as violent clashes 

break out near Ukraine’s parliament (LIVE UPDATES, VIDEO.)” February 18, 2014. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 15, 2018. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20140218165210/http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ky

https://voxukraine.org/ru/tv-censorship-ru/
https://voxukraine.org/ru/tv-censorship-ru/
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/26/03/2017/58d7c6f39a7947448a1a3f45?from=subject
https://www.uaportal.com/news/kto-takoj-vladimir-plahotnyuk-kak-on-svyazan-s-poroshenko-i-pochemu-sbezhal-iz-moldovyi.htm
https://www.uaportal.com/news/kto-takoj-vladimir-plahotnyuk-kak-on-svyazan-s-poroshenko-i-pochemu-sbezhal-iz-moldovyi.htm
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/euromaidan-rallies-in-ukraine-dec-11-coverage-333500.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/euromaidan-rallies-in-ukraine-dec-11-coverage-333500.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20140218165210/http:/www.kyivpost.com/content/kyiv/renewed-violence-breaks-out-today-near-ukraines-parliament-at-least-one-injured-336993.html


 

510 
 

iv/renewed-violence-breaks-out-today-near-ukraines-parliament-at-least-one-injured-

336993.html. 

Kyiv Post. 2014b. “Opposition leaders call for people to join self-defense teams to protect 

EuroMaidan.” February 9, 2014. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 12, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-

under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html. 

Kyiv Post. 2014c. “EuroMaidan rallies in Ukraine (Feb. 18-19 night live updates.)” February 

19, 2014. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 15, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/police-advance-on-

euromaidan-following-a-government-ultimatum-live-updates-337067.html. 

Kyiv Post. 2014d. “Opposition leaders call for people to join self-defense teams to protect 

EuroMaidan.” February 9, 2014. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 15, 

2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-

sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-

336551.html. 

Kyiv Post. 2018. “Lutsenko must go.” January 12, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post 

Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/editorial/lutsenko-must-go.html. 

Kyiv Post, Tucker, Maxim and Goncharova, Olena. 2015. “Poroshenko’s decision not to sell 

his Ukrainian confectionary corporation comes back to bite him.” February 21, 2015. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, June 13, 2016. 

http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/poroshenkos-decision-not-

to-sell-his-ukrainian-confectionary-corporation-comes-back-to-bite-him-381345.html. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20140218165210/http:/www.kyivpost.com/content/kyiv/renewed-violence-breaks-out-today-near-ukraines-parliament-at-least-one-injured-336993.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20140218165210/http:/www.kyivpost.com/content/kyiv/renewed-violence-breaks-out-today-near-ukraines-parliament-at-least-one-injured-336993.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/police-advance-on-euromaidan-following-a-government-ultimatum-live-updates-337067.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/police-advance-on-euromaidan-following-a-government-ultimatum-live-updates-337067.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/kyivs-weekly-sunday-rally-under-way-as-several-thousand-euromaidan-demonstrators-gather-336551.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/editorial/lutsenko-must-go.html
http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/poroshenkos-decision-not-to-sell-his-ukrainian-confectionary-corporation-comes-back-to-bite-him-381345.html
http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/poroshenkos-decision-not-to-sell-his-ukrainian-confectionary-corporation-comes-back-to-bite-him-381345.html


 

511 
 

 Kynev, Aleksandr. 2015. “Perenosimye strandaniya: zachem nuzhny dosrochnye vybory.” 

[“Tolerable Suffering: Why early elections are needed.”] RBK Daily. Number 115. July 

3, 2015: 7. 

Lai, Hongyi. 2016. China’s Governance Model: Flexibility and Durability of pragmatic 

authoritarianism. London and New York: Routledge.  

Lankina, Tomila, Libman, Alexander and Obydenkova, Anastassia. 2016. “Authoritarian and 

Democratic Diffusion in Post-Communist Regions.” Comparative Political Studies. 49 

(12): 1599-1629. 

Landman, Todd. 2008. Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: An Introduction. 3rd 

edition. New York: Routledge. 

LaPorte, Jody. 2015. “Hidden in plain sight: political opposition and hegemonic 

authoritarianism in Azerbaijan.” Post-Soviet Affairs. 31 (4): 339-366.  

Larson, Ken. 2018. “China’s Belt and Road Initiative Finds Shaky Ground in Eastern Europe.” 

Accessed from the Medium.com Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://medium.com/@Smalltofeds/chinas-belt-and-road-initiative-finds-shaky-

ground-in-eastern-europe-acca69a62b32. 

Latynina, Yulia. 2009. “Putin’s Vertical of Corruption.” The Moscow Times. Number 4277. 

November 18, 2009: 8.  

Latynina, Yulia. 2012. “Putin’s Private National Guard.” The Moscow Times. Number 4857. 

April 4, 2012: 8. 

https://medium.com/@Smalltofeds/chinas-belt-and-road-initiative-finds-shaky-ground-in-eastern-europe-acca69a62b32
https://medium.com/@Smalltofeds/chinas-belt-and-road-initiative-finds-shaky-ground-in-eastern-europe-acca69a62b32


 

512 
 

Lauder, Matthew A. 2018. “ ‘Wolves of the Russian Spring:’ Examination of Night Wolves as 

Proxy for Russian Government – Analysis.” July 7, 2018. Accessed from the Eurasia 

Review Website, August 10, 2019. https://www.eurasiareview.com/07072018-wolves-

of-the-russian-spring-examination-of-night-wolves-as-proxy-for-russian-government-

analysis/. 

Laruelle, Marlene. 2014. “Beyond Anti-Westernism: The Kremlin’s Narrative about Russia’s 

European Identity and Mission.” PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo Number 326. June 

2014. Accessed from the PONARS Eurasia Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-

pdf/Pepm326_Laruelle_August2014.pdf.  

Laruelle, Marlene. 2015. “The “Russian World:” Russia’s Soft Power and Geopolitical 

Imagination.” Centre on Global Interests. May 2015. Accessed from the Global 

Interests Website, October 23, 2017. http://globalinterests.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/05/FINAL-CGI_Russian-World_Marlene-Laruelle.pdf. 

Laruelle, Marlene. 2017a. “Putin’s Regime and the Ideological Market : A Difficult Balancing 

Game.” March 16, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Endowment Website, October 

28, 2017. http://carnegieendowment.org/2017/03/16/putin-s-regime-and-ideological-

market-difficult-balancing-game-pub-68250.  

Laruelle, Marlene. 2017b. “V poiskakh filosofa, vdokhnovivshego Putina.” [“In search of the 

philosopher, who inspired Putin.”] March 3, 2017. Accessed from the Intersection 

Project Website, October 28, 2017. http://intersectionproject.eu/ru/article/politics/v-

poiskah-filosofa-vdohnovivshego-putina.  

https://www.eurasiareview.com/07072018-wolves-of-the-russian-spring-examination-of-night-wolves-as-proxy-for-russian-government-analysis/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/07072018-wolves-of-the-russian-spring-examination-of-night-wolves-as-proxy-for-russian-government-analysis/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/07072018-wolves-of-the-russian-spring-examination-of-night-wolves-as-proxy-for-russian-government-analysis/
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/Pepm326_Laruelle_August2014.pdf
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/Pepm326_Laruelle_August2014.pdf
http://globalinterests.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/FINAL-CGI_Russian-World_Marlene-Laruelle.pdf
http://globalinterests.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/FINAL-CGI_Russian-World_Marlene-Laruelle.pdf
http://carnegieendowment.org/2017/03/16/putin-s-regime-and-ideological-market-difficult-balancing-game-pub-68250
http://carnegieendowment.org/2017/03/16/putin-s-regime-and-ideological-market-difficult-balancing-game-pub-68250
http://intersectionproject.eu/ru/article/politics/v-poiskah-filosofa-vdohnovivshego-putina
http://intersectionproject.eu/ru/article/politics/v-poiskah-filosofa-vdohnovivshego-putina


 

513 
 

Lave, Jean and Wenger, Etienne. 1991. Situated learning: Legitimate peripheral 

participation. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Lavnekevich, Denis. 2012. ““Seichas interesy Putina, Lukashenko i Nazarbayeva sovreshenno 

identichny.” [““Now the interests of Putin, Lukashenka and Nazarbayev are absolutely 

idenitical.””] June 26, 2012. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, December 9, 2017. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/06/26_a_4642705.shtml.  

Lavnekevich, Denis. 2017. “Yuriy Tsarik: “Na 99% vse zavisit ot deistviy vlastei.”” [“Yuri 

Tsarik: “99% of everything depends on the actions of the authorities.””] BelGazeta. 

Number 11. March 26, 2017.  

Lazyuk, Viktoriya. 2007. “Sistemnyi analiz.” [“System analysis.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. Number 

135. July 24, 2007.  

LB.ua. 2013. “Putin posetil konferentsiyu Medvedchuka.” [“Putin visited the conference of 

Medvedchuk.”] July 27, 2013. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2013/07/27/215936_putin_posetil_konferentsiyu.html.  

LB.ua. 2014a. “K Poroshenko noch’yu prikhodili Kernes i Zurabov.” [“Kernes and Zurabov 

went to Poroshenko at night.”] August 22, 2014. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, 

December 13, 2017. 

https://lb.ua/news/2014/08/22/276991_poroshenko_nochyu_prihodyat_kernes.html.  

LB.ua. 2014b. “Medvedchuk stal predstavitelem terroristov.” [“Medvedchuk became a 

representative of terrorists.”] June 23, 2014. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, 

January 18, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2014/06/23/270755_medvedchuk_stal_predstavitelem.html.  

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/06/26_a_4642705.shtml
https://lb.ua/news/2013/07/27/215936_putin_posetil_konferentsiyu.html
https://lb.ua/news/2014/08/22/276991_poroshenko_nochyu_prihodyat_kernes.html
https://lb.ua/news/2014/06/23/270755_medvedchuk_stal_predstavitelem.html


 

514 
 

LB.ua. 2015. “Landikin v sude rasskazal, kak Efremov platil separatizm.” [“Landikin in court 

said how Efremov paid seperatists.”] February 25, 2105. Accessed from the LB.ua 

Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2015/02/25/296807_landik_sude_rasskazal_efremov.html.  

LB.ua. 2016. “Medvedchuk pozvolyayut letat’ v Moskvu v obkhod zapreta na pryamoe 

aviasoobshchenie (obnovleno).” [“Medvedchuk allowed to fly to Moscow, bypassing 

the ban on direct flights (update).”] November 18, 2016. Accessed from the LB.ua 

Website, January 18, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2016/11/18/351095_medvedchuku_pozvolyayut_letat_moskvu.ht

ml.  

LB.ua. 2017a. “Dopros Nalivaichenko v SBU svyazan s poletami Medvedchuka v Moskvu.” 

[“The interrogation of Nalvaichenko in the SBU is connected with the flights of 

Medvedchuk to Moscow.”] September 21, 2017. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, 

January 18, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/09/21/377148_dopros_nalivaychenko_sbu_svyazan.html.  

LB.ua. 2017b. “Lyashko potreboval ot Artemenko slozhit’ mandat.” [“Lyashko demanded 

that Artemenko give up his mandate.”] February 20, 2017. Accessed from the LB.ua 

Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/20/359134_lyashko_potreboval_artemenko.html.  

LB.ua. 2017c. “Lyashko soobshchil o vizite Artemenko v Moskvu pered obnarodovaniem 

“mornogo plana.”” [“Lyashko reported about Artemenko’s visit to Moscow before the 

publication of the “peace plan.””] February 22, 2017. Accessed from the LB.ua 

https://lb.ua/news/2015/02/25/296807_landik_sude_rasskazal_efremov.html
https://lb.ua/news/2016/11/18/351095_medvedchuku_pozvolyayut_letat_moskvu.html
https://lb.ua/news/2016/11/18/351095_medvedchuku_pozvolyayut_letat_moskvu.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/09/21/377148_dopros_nalivaychenko_sbu_svyazan.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/20/359134_lyashko_potreboval_artemenko.html


 

515 
 

Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/22/359386_lyashko_soobshchil_vizite_artemenko.html.  

LB.ua. 2017d. “Putin poobeshchal povliyat’ na “L/DNR” dlya osvobozhdeniya zalozhnikovna 

Donbasse.” [“Putin promised to influence “L/DNR” for the release of hostges in the 

Donbass.”] November 15, 2017. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, January 18, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/11/15/382018_putin_poobeshchal_povliyat_ldnr.html.  

LB.ua. 2017e. “Rossiya oprovergla uchastie v razrabotke “plana Artemenko.”” [“Russia 

refuted participation in the development of “Artemenko’s plan.””] February 20, 2017. 

Accessed from the LB.ua Website, Janaury 17, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/20/359136_rossiya_oprovergla_uchastie.html.   

LB.ua. 2017f. “V Kremle poluchili soglasie glavarei “DNR” i “LNR” na obmen plennymi na 

Donbasse, - press-sluzhba Putina.” [“In the Kremlin the leaders of the DNR and LNR 

agreed to exchange prisoners in the Donbass, Putin’s press service.”] November 15, 

2017. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, January 18, 2018. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/11/15/382074_kremle_poluchili_soglasie_glavarey.html.  

Lebanidze, Bidzina. 2014. “What makes authoritarian regimes sweat? Linkage, leverage and 

democratization in post-Soviet South Caucasus.” Southeast European and Black Sea 

Studies. 14 (2): 199-218.  

Lebedko, Anatoliy. 2017. “Kochanova trollit Lukashenko.” [“Kochanova trolled Lushenko.”] 

October 31, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, January 21, 2018. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/164289-kochanova-trollit-lukashenko.html. 

https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/22/359386_lyashko_soobshchil_vizite_artemenko.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/11/15/382018_putin_poobeshchal_povliyat_ldnr.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/02/20/359136_rossiya_oprovergla_uchastie.html
https://lb.ua/news/2017/11/15/382074_kremle_poluchili_soglasie_glavarey.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/164289-kochanova-trollit-lukashenko.html


 

516 
 

 Lebedok, Egor. 2019. “OATs zakupil kompleks dlya proslushki “vertikali” Lukashenko?” 

[“OAC bought a complex for intercepting Lukashenko’s vertical?”] Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, June 17, 2019. https://udf.by/news/politic/194318-oac-zakupil-

kompleks-dlja-proslushki-vertikali-lukashenko.html. 

Ledeneva, Alena V. 2013. Can Russia Modernise? Sistema, Power Networks and Informal 

Governance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Lenta.ru. 2019. “FSB zaderzhala sobstvennykh sotrudnikov za khishchenie sredstv u 

biznesmena.” [“The FSB detains its own employees for stealing money from a 

businessman.”] Accessed from the Lenta.ru Website, July 7, 2019. 

https://lenta.ru/news/2019/07/02/fsb/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.  

Leshchenko, Natalia. 2008. “The National Ideology and the Basis of the Lukashenka Regime 

in Belarus.” Europe-Asia Studies. 60 (8): 1419-1433.  

Leshchenko, Sergii. 2013. “Ukraine: Yanukovych’s ‘Family’ spreads its tentacles.” January 29, 

2013. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, November 15, 2017. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/ukraine-yanukovychs-

family-spreads-its-tentacles.  

Leshchenko, Sergey. 2014a. “Petro Poroshenko vikhodit’ na rabotu.” [“Petro Poroshenko 

goes to work.”] June 6, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

February 11, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/06/6/7028205/view_print/.  

https://udf.by/news/politic/194318-oac-zakupil-kompleks-dlja-proslushki-vertikali-lukashenko.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/194318-oac-zakupil-kompleks-dlja-proslushki-vertikali-lukashenko.html
https://lenta.ru/news/2019/07/02/fsb/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/ukraine-yanukovychs-family-spreads-its-tentacles
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/ukraine-yanukovychs-family-spreads-its-tentacles
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/06/6/7028205/view_print/


 

517 
 

Leshchenko, Sergii. 2014b. “Ukraine’s Oligarchs Are Stilll Calling the Shots.” August 14, 2014. 

Accessed from the Foreign Policy Website, February 10, 2018. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/08/14/ukraines-oligarchs-are-still-calling-the-shots/.  

Leshchenko, Sergii. 2014c. “Ukraine’s puppet masters.” May 15, 2014. Accessed from the 

Eurozine Website, February 13, 2018. https://www.eurozine.com/ukraines-puppet-

masters/.  

Leshchenko, Serhiy. 2014d. “Yanukovych’s Secret Diaries.” March 11, 2014. Accessed from 

the Euromaidan Press Website, March 20, 2018. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/03/12/yanukovychs-secret-diaries/.  

Leshchenko, Serhiy. 2015a. Diagnoz vladi Viktora Yanukovicha: Mezhihirs’kyy sindrom. [The 

Diagnoses of the Power of Viktor Yanukovych: Mezhihir’skyy Syndrome.] Kyiv: Brait 

Star Pablishing.  

Leshchenko, Serhiy. 2015b. “Kolomoisky has been too powerful economically, politically for 

too long.” Kyiv Post. 20 (13). March 27, 2015.  

Leshchenko, Sergiy. 2016. “ Sergei Levochkin i Dmitry Firtash – biznes-sosedi po Lazurke.” 

[“Sergei Levochkin and Dmitry Firtash – business neighbours in Lazurka.”] January 14, 

2016. Accessed from the Compromat.ru Website, 

http://www.compromat.ru/page_36482.htm.  

Leshchenko, Sergii. 2017. “Defending Ukraine’s revolution against Ukraine’s leaders.” 

November 13, 2017. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-

revolution-against-ukraines-

http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/08/14/ukraines-oligarchs-are-still-calling-the-shots/
https://www.eurozine.com/ukraines-puppet-masters/
https://www.eurozine.com/ukraines-puppet-masters/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/03/12/yanukovychs-secret-diaries/
http://www.compromat.ru/page_36482.htm
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-revolution-against-ukraines-leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098fa37-ab66354acc-408077025
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-revolution-against-ukraines-leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098fa37-ab66354acc-408077025


 

518 
 

leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-

oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098

fa37-ab66354acc-408077025.  

Levada Tsentr. 2016. “Vlast’ i Obshchestvo.” [“Power and Society.”] December 12, 2016. 

Accessed from the Levada Centre Webiste, November 13, 2018. 

https://www.levada.ru/2016/12/12/vlast-i-obshhestvo/.  

Levada Tsentr. 2017. “Prezident Semenov.” [President Semyenov.”] September 20, 2017. 

Accessed from the Levada Tsentr Website, October 7, 2017. 

https://www.levada.ru/2017/09/20/prezident-semenov/.  

Levchenko, Aleksei. 2006. “Kremlevskaya skleika.” [“Kremlin gluing.”] July 26, 2006. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/2006/07/26/oa_209572.shtml.  

Levchenko, Aleksei. 2007. “Preemnik vsplyvet v SovBeze.” [“The successor will emerge in the 

security council.”] July 9, 2007. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 6, 

2018. https://www.gazeta.ru/2007/07/09/oa_243930.shtml.  

Levchenko, Mariya. 2018. ““Nam vy takuyu diktaturu:” kak v Kishineve prinyal Lukashenko.” 

[““We would have such a dictatorship:” as in Chisinau, Lukashenka.”] April 25, 2018. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, April 26, 2018. 

https://udf.by/news/politic/172756-nam-by-takuyu-diktaturu-kak-v-kishineve-

prinyali-lukashenko.html.  

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucan A. 2005a. “International Linkage and Democratization.” 

Journal of Democracy. 16 (3): 20-34.  

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-revolution-against-ukraines-leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098fa37-ab66354acc-408077025
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-revolution-against-ukraines-leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098fa37-ab66354acc-408077025
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/sergii-leshchenko/defending-ukraines-revolution-against-ukraines-leaders?utm_source=oDR+Weekly&utm_campaign=ab66354acc-oDRWeekly_eng_RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0c4098fa37-ab66354acc-408077025
https://www.levada.ru/2016/12/12/vlast-i-obshhestvo/
https://www.levada.ru/2017/09/20/prezident-semenov/
https://www.gazeta.ru/2006/07/26/oa_209572.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/2007/07/09/oa_243930.shtml
https://udf.by/news/politic/172756-nam-by-takuyu-diktaturu-kak-v-kishineve-prinyali-lukashenko.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/172756-nam-by-takuyu-diktaturu-kak-v-kishineve-prinyali-lukashenko.html


 

519 
 

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucan A. 2005b. “Ties that Bind? Leverage, Linkage, and 

Democratization in the Post-Cold War World.” International Studies Review. 7 (3): 519-

524.  

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucan A. 2006a. “Linkage and Leverage: How do International 

Factors change Domestic Balances of Power?” In Electoral Authoritarianism: The 

Dynamics of Unfree Competition edited by Andreas Schedler. Boulder, CO and London: 

Lynne Rienner Publishers: 199-216.  

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucan A. 2006b. “Linkage versus Leverage: Rethinking the 

International Dimension of Regime Change.” Comparative Politics. 38 (4): 379-400. 

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucan A. 2010. Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes 

after the Cold War. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Levy, Jack. 1994. “Learning and foreign policy: sweeping a conceptual minefield.” 

International Organization. 48 (2): 279-312.  

Lezina, Evgenia. 2017. “The revival of ideology in Russia.” March 24, 2017. Accessed from 

the Eurozine Website, February 28, 2017. https://www.eurozine.com/the-revival-of-

ideology/.  

Libman, Alexander and Obydenkova, Anastassia V. 2018. “Understanding Authoritarian 

Regionalism.” Journal of Democracy. 29 (4): 151-165.  

Liga.net. 2005. “Partiya regionov i “Edinaya Rossiya” podpisali dogovor o sotrudnichestve.” 

[“Party of Regions and United Russia signed a cooperation agreement.”] July 2, 2005. 

Accessed from the Liga.net Website, January 14, 2018. 

https://www.eurozine.com/the-revival-of-ideology/
https://www.eurozine.com/the-revival-of-ideology/


 

520 
 

http://news.liga.net/news/politics/263566-partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-

podpisali-dogovor-o-sotrudnichestve.htm.  

Liga.net. 2007. “Partiya regionov i “Edinaya Rossiya” ukreplyayut druzhbu.” [“Party of 

Regions and United Russia strengthen friendship.”] June 8, 2007. Accessed from the 

Liga.net Website, January 14, 2018. http://news.liga.net/news/politics/345167-

partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-ukreplyayut-druzhbu.htm.  

Liga.net. 2012. “Partiya Regionov.” [“Party of Regions.”] October 23, 2012. Accessed from 

the Liga.net Website, November 9, 2017. http://file.liga.net/party/2919-

partiya_regionov.html.  

Liga.net. 2016a. “Model’ Poroshenko.” [“Model Poroshenko.”] 2016. Accessed from the 

Liga.net Website, February 14, 2018. 

http://www.liga.net/projects/poroshenko_2_goda/.  

Liga.net. 2016b. “V Kieve izbit zhurnalist Sergei Golovnev.” [“Journalist Sergei Golovnev is 

beaten up in Kiev.”] July 26, 2017. Accessed from the Liga.net Website, July 1, 2017. 

http://news.liga.net/news/incident/11867628-

v_kieve_izbit_zhurnalist_sergey_golovnev.htm.  

Liga.net. 2017. “Strategicheskaya vos’merka.” [“The Strategic Eight.”] September 6, 2017. 

Accessed from the Liga.net Website, November 9, 2017. 

http://www.liga.net/projects/3_goda_poroshenko/.  

Liik, Kadri and Wilson, Andrew. 2014. “What will happen with Eastern Ukraine?” December 

5, 2014. Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website. February 

2, 2019. https://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/What_Will_Happen_to_Eastern_Ukraine.pdf.  

http://news.liga.net/news/politics/263566-partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-podpisali-dogovor-o-sotrudnichestve.htm
http://news.liga.net/news/politics/263566-partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-podpisali-dogovor-o-sotrudnichestve.htm
http://news.liga.net/news/politics/345167-partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-ukreplyayut-druzhbu.htm
http://news.liga.net/news/politics/345167-partiya-regionov-i-edinaya-rossiya-ukreplyayut-druzhbu.htm
http://file.liga.net/party/2919-partiya_regionov.html
http://file.liga.net/party/2919-partiya_regionov.html
http://www.liga.net/projects/poroshenko_2_goda/
http://news.liga.net/news/incident/11867628-v_kieve_izbit_zhurnalist_sergey_golovnev.htm
http://news.liga.net/news/incident/11867628-v_kieve_izbit_zhurnalist_sergey_golovnev.htm
http://www.liga.net/projects/3_goda_poroshenko/
https://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/What_Will_Happen_to_Eastern_Ukraine.pdf


 

521 
 

Lindele, Danila. 2011. “Ya i desyatki drugikh lyudei proveli noch’ u dvukh ovd, po kotorym 

vozili zaderzhannykh.” [“I and many other people have been at the two prisons where 

people have been detained.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 137. December 7, 2011: 3. 

Linz, Juan J. 1964. “An Authoritarian Regime: The Case of Spain.” In Cleavages, Ideologies 

and Party Systems edited by Erik Allardt and Yrjo Littunen. Helsinki: Transactions of 

the Westernack Society: 291-342.   

Linz, Juan J and Stepan, Alfred. 1996. Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: 

Southern Europe, South America, and Post-Communist Europe. Blatimore, MD and 

London: The Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Lipman, Maria. 2013. “The Media and Political Developments.” In Return to Putin’s Russia: 

Past Imperfect, Future Uncertain edited by Stephen K Wegren. (5th ed.), Lanham, MD, 

Boulder, CO, New York, Toronto and Plymouth: Rowman & Littlefield: 125-148. 

Lipman, Masha. 2013. “The Battle Over Russia’s Anti-Gay Law.” August 10, 2013. Accessed 

from the New Yorker Website, October 24, 2017. 

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-battle-over-russias-anti-gay-law.  

Lipskiy, Andrei. 2013. “Inostrannye agenty.” [“Foreign agents.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 4. 

January 16, 2013: 12.  

Lipskiy, Andrei. 2015. ““Predstavlyaetsya pravil’nym initsirovat’ prisoedinenie vostochnykh 

oblastei Ukrainy k Rossii.”” [““Represented by the right to initiate the ascension of 

Eastern Areas of Ukraine to Russia.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 19. February 25, 2015: 

7-9.  

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-battle-over-russias-anti-gay-law


 

522 
 

Litra, Leonid. 2013. “Moldova: Konets “istorii uspekha.”” [“Moldova: the end of the “history 

of success.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 18. May 25, 2013: 5.  

Litra, Leonid. 2015. “Krizis s pol’zoi dlya Moldovy.” [“Crisis of use for Moldova.”] Zerkalo 

Nedeli. Number 41. October 31, 2015: 1.  

Litvinova, Daria, Hartog, Eva, Bodner, Matthew, Fisham, Mikhail and Cichowlas, Ola. 2016. 

“Winner Takes All: United Russia Secures a Duma Super-Majority.” September 22, 

2016. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, March 4, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/winner-takes-all-55435.  

Lo, Bobo. 2008. Axis of Convenience: Moscow, Beijing, and the new Geopolitics. Baltimore, 

MD: Brookings Institution Press.  

Lobel, Ilan and Sadler, Evan. 2015. “Information diffusion in networks through social 

learning.” Theoretical Economics. 10 (3): 807-851. 

Loginov, Yakub. 2016. “Konstitutsionnyi krizis, ili “pokrashchennya” po-pol’ski.” 

[“Constitutional Crisis, or Polish Acronym?”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 14. April 15, 

2016. 

Logos-Press. 2008. “MVD stanet bolee kompaktnym.” [“The Ministry of Internal Affairs will 

be more compact.”] Logos-Press. Number 46. December 12, 2008.  

Logos-Press. 2012. “Reforma TsBEPK: popytka N 10.” [“CCECC reform: attempt N 10.”] 

Logos-Press. Number 25. July 13, 2012. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/winner-takes-all-55435


 

523 
 

Logos-Press. 2014. “Farit Mukhametshin: “Posle podpisaniya dogovarivat’sya budet 

slozhnee.” [“Farit Mukhametshin: “After signing, it will be more difficult to 

negotiate.”] Logos-Press. Number 13. April 11, 2014.  

Logos-Press. 2015. ““Rossiyskaya strona ne namerena vozvodit’ vokrug sebya steny i tem 

bolee, otgorazhivat’sya ot moldavskogo naroda” – Mukhametshin.” [““The Russian 

side does not intend to erect walls around itself ansd to especially shield itself from 

the Moldovan people” – Mukhametshin.”] Logos-Press. Number 5. February 5, 2015. 

 Lossovskaya, Natal’ya. 2015. “Mozhet li “Singapurskaya model’” byt’ primenima v nashei 

strane?” [“Can the “Singapore model” be applicable in our country?”] Den’. Number 

147. August 18, 2015. 

Loughlin, John. 2014. “The theological and secular dimensions of the modern state: 

historical and contemporary perspectives.” In Democracy, Law, and Religious 

Pluralism in Europe: Secularism and Post-Secularism edited by Ferran Requejo and 

Camil Ungureanu. London and New York: Routledge: 61-85. 

Loushnikova, Ekaterina. 2015. “The ‘parasite law’ in Belarus.” June 16, 2015. Accessed from 

the Open Democracy Website, August 5, 2019. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/parasite-law-in-belarus/. 

Loyle, Cyanne E. 2016. “Overcoming Research Obstacles in Hybrid Regimes: Lessons from 

Rwanda.” Social Science Quarterly. 97 (4): 923-935. 

Lozanskiy, Eduard. 2008. “Men’she demokratii, bol’she vzaimodeistviya.” [“Less democracy, 

more interaction.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 8. January 22, 2008: 3.  

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/parasite-law-in-belarus/


 

524 
 

Lubina, Michał. 2017. Russia and China: A political marriage of convenience – stable and 

successful. Opladen, Berlin and Toronto: Barbara Budrich Publishers.  

Luhn, Alec. 2013. “Azerbaijan releases election results…before the polls even open.” 

October 9, 2013. Accessed from The Independent Website, November 18, 2017. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/azerbaijan-releases-election-

results-before-the-polls-even-open-8869732.html.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2002. “Fragmenty iz vyctupleniya Prezidenta Republiki Belarus’ pri 

predstavlenii ezhegodnogo Poslaniya Parlamentu Respubliki Belrus’.” [“Fragments 

from the speech of the President of the Republic of Belarus at the presentation of the 

message to the Parliament of the Republic of Belarus.”] April 16, 2002. Accessed from 

the President of Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/fragmenty-iz-vystuplenija-prezidenta-

respubliki-belarus-pri-predstavlenii-ezhegodnogo-poslanija-parlamentu-5784/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2003. “Press-konferentsiya Prezidenta Respubliki Belarus’ 

Aleksandr Lukashenko sredstvam massovoi informatsii regionov Rossii.” [“Press 

conference of the President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko and 

Russian regional mass media.”] August 1, 2003. Accessed from the President of 

Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-

konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aleksandra-lukashenko-sredstvam-

massovoj-informatsii-5911/. 

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2005. “V Belarusi budut sokhraneny mir, spokoistvie i stabil’nost’.” 

[“Peace tranquillity and stability will be preserved in Belarus.”] January 8, 2005. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/azerbaijan-releases-election-results-before-the-polls-even-open-8869732.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/azerbaijan-releases-election-results-before-the-polls-even-open-8869732.html
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/fragmenty-iz-vystuplenija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-pri-predstavlenii-ezhegodnogo-poslanija-parlamentu-5784/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/fragmenty-iz-vystuplenija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-pri-predstavlenii-ezhegodnogo-poslanija-parlamentu-5784/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aleksandra-lukashenko-sredstvam-massovoj-informatsii-5911/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aleksandra-lukashenko-sredstvam-massovoj-informatsii-5911/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aleksandra-lukashenko-sredstvam-massovoj-informatsii-5911/


 

525 
 

Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, August 9, 2019. 

http://www.president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/v-belarusi-budut-soxraneny-mir-

spokojstvie-i-stabilnost-2117/. 

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2011a. “30 avgusta Aleksandr Lukashenko vstretilsya s 

General’nym sekretarem ODKB Nikolai Bordyuzhei.” [“On August 30, Alexander 

Lukashenko met with CSTO Secretary General Nikolai Bordyuzha.”] August 30, 2011. 

Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, December 2, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/30-avgusta-aleksandr-lukashenko-

vstretilsja-s-generalnym-sekretarem-odkb-nikolaem-bordjuzhej-5195/. 

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2011b. “Press-konferentsiya predstavitelyam Belorusskikh i 

zarubezhnykh SMI.” [“Press conference with representatives of the Belarusian and 

foreign media.”] December 23, 2011. Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, 

May 25, 2017. http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-

predstaviteljam-belorusskix-i-zarubezhnyx-smi-5967/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2012. “Aleksandr Lukashenko provel soveshchanie o sostoyanii 

raboty po privedeniyu Vooruzhennykh Sil i Gospogrankomiteta Belarusi v sootvetstvie 

s sovremennymi trebovaniyami.” [“Alexander Lukashenko held a meeting on the 

status of the work to bring the Armed Forces and the State Border Committee of 

Belarus in line with modern requirements.”] July 26, 2012. Accessed from the 

President of Belarus Website, May 25, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-provel-soveshchanie-

o-sostoyanii-raboty-po-privedeniyu-vooruzhennykh-sil-i-3907/.  

http://www.president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/v-belarusi-budut-soxraneny-mir-spokojstvie-i-stabilnost-2117/
http://www.president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/v-belarusi-budut-soxraneny-mir-spokojstvie-i-stabilnost-2117/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/30-avgusta-aleksandr-lukashenko-vstretilsja-s-generalnym-sekretarem-odkb-nikolaem-bordjuzhej-5195/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/30-avgusta-aleksandr-lukashenko-vstretilsja-s-generalnym-sekretarem-odkb-nikolaem-bordjuzhej-5195/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-predstaviteljam-belorusskix-i-zarubezhnyx-smi-5967/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-predstaviteljam-belorusskix-i-zarubezhnyx-smi-5967/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-provel-soveshchanie-o-sostoyanii-raboty-po-privedeniyu-vooruzhennykh-sil-i-3907/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-provel-soveshchanie-o-sostoyanii-raboty-po-privedeniyu-vooruzhennykh-sil-i-3907/


 

526 
 

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2014a. “Aleksandr Lukashenko v prazdnik Paskhi posetil minskii 

Svyato-Dukhov kafederal’nyi sobor.” [“Alexander Lukashenko visited Minsk’s Holy 

Spirit Cathedral on the Easter holidays.”] April 20, 2014. Accessed from the President 

of Belarus Website, May 25, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-v-prazdnik-pasxi-

posetit-minskij-svjato-duxov-kafedralnyj-sobor-8544/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2014b. “Poslanie Prezidenta belarusskomu narodu i 

Natsional’nomu sobraniyu.” [“Address of the President to the Belarusian people and 

the national Assembly.”] April 22, 2014. Accessed from the President of Belarus 

Website, May 27, 2017. http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-

lukashenko-obraschaetsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-

natsionalnomu-sobraniju-8549/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2014c. “Press-Konferentsiya Preszidenta Respubliki Belarus’ A. G. 

Lukashenko zhurnalistam rossiiskikh regional’nykh spedstv massovoi informatsii.” 

[“Press conference of the President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko 

to journalists of the Russian regional mass media.”] October 17, 2014. Accsessed from 

the President of Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-

belarus-aglukashenko-zhurnalistam-rossijskix-regionalnyx-sredstv-10025/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2015a. “42-oi s’ezd Belorusskogo respublikanskogo soyuza 

molodezhi.” [“42nd Congress of the Belarusian Youth Union.”] January 20, 2015. 

Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-v-prazdnik-pasxi-posetit-minskij-svjato-duxov-kafedralnyj-sobor-8544/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-v-prazdnik-pasxi-posetit-minskij-svjato-duxov-kafedralnyj-sobor-8544/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-obraschaetsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-sobraniju-8549/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-obraschaetsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-sobraniju-8549/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-obraschaetsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-sobraniju-8549/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aglukashenko-zhurnalistam-rossijskix-regionalnyx-sredstv-10025/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-aglukashenko-zhurnalistam-rossijskix-regionalnyx-sredstv-10025/


 

527 
 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/42-oj-sjezd-belorusskogo-

respublikanskogo-sojuza-molodezhi-10682/.  

Lukashenka, Aliaksandr. 2015b. “Vystuplenie Prezidenta Respubliki Belarus’ A.G. Lukashenko 

prineseniya prisyagi.” [“Speech by the President of the Republic of Belarus A.G. 

Lukashenka at the ceremony of taking the oath.”] November 6, 2015. Accessed from 

the President of Belarus Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/tseremonija-vstuplenija-v-dolzhnost-vnov-

izbrannogo-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-12496/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2016a. “Aleksandr Lukashenko: Belorusam i rossiyanam nuzhno 

derzhat’sya vmeste, byt’ sil’nymi.” [“Aleksandr Lukashenko: Belarus and Russia need 

to stay together, be strong.”] November 28, 2016. Accessed from the President of 

Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. https://www.sb.by/articles/aleksandr-lukashenko-

belorusam-i-rossiyanam-nuzhno-derzhatsya-vmeste-byt-silnymi.html.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2016b. “Lukashenko o belorusskikh gastarbaiterakh, prichine 

raspada SSSR i lyubimom chisle.” [“Lukashenko on Belarusian guest workers, the 

reasons for the disintegration of the USSR and the favourite number.”] November 17, 

2016. Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. 

https://news.tut.by/society/520278.html.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2016c. “Obrashchenie s ezhegodnym Poslaniem k belorusskomu 

narodu i Natsional’nomu sobraniyu.” [“Giving the annual Message to the Belarusian 

People and the National Assembly.”] April 21, 2016. Accessed from the President of 

Belarus Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/42-oj-sjezd-belorusskogo-respublikanskogo-sojuza-molodezhi-10682/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/42-oj-sjezd-belorusskogo-respublikanskogo-sojuza-molodezhi-10682/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/tseremonija-vstuplenija-v-dolzhnost-vnov-izbrannogo-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-12496/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/tseremonija-vstuplenija-v-dolzhnost-vnov-izbrannogo-prezidenta-respubliki-belarus-12496/
https://www.sb.by/articles/aleksandr-lukashenko-belorusam-i-rossiyanam-nuzhno-derzhatsya-vmeste-byt-silnymi.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/aleksandr-lukashenko-belorusam-i-rossiyanam-nuzhno-derzhatsya-vmeste-byt-silnymi.html
https://news.tut.by/society/520278.html


 

528 
 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-21-aprelja-obratitsja-

s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-13517/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2016d. “Press-konferentsiya dlya predctavitelei rossiyskikh 

regional’nykh SMI.” [“Press conference for representatives of Russian regional mass 

media.”] November 17, 2016. Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, 

November 30, 2017. http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-

dlja-predstavitelej-rossijskix-regionalnyx-smi-14864/.  

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2016e. “Zavtra dolzhno byt’ lushe, chem vchera.” [“Tomorrow 

should be better than yesterday.”] June 27, 2016. Accessed from the President of 

Belarus Website, June 5, 2017. https://www.sb.by/articles/zavtra-dolzhno-byt-

luchshe-chem-vchera-sobranie.html. 

 Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2017. “Interv’yu mezhgosudarstvennoi teleradiokompanii “Mir.”” 

[“Interview with the Interstate TV and Radio Company “Mir.””] April 6, 2017. Accessed 

from the President of Belarus Website, December 17, 2017. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/intervjju-mezhgosudarstvennoj-

teleradiokompanii-mir-15957/. 

 Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2018a. “Poslanie belorusskomu narodu i Natsional’nomu 

sobraniyu.” [“Message to the Belarusian people and the National Assembly.”] April 24, 

2018. Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, May 4, 2018. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/poslanie-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-

natsionalnomu-sobraniju-18594/. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-21-aprelja-obratitsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-13517/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/aleksandr-lukashenko-21-aprelja-obratitsja-s-ezhegodnym-poslaniem-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-13517/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-dlja-predstavitelej-rossijskix-regionalnyx-smi-14864/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/press-konferentsija-dlja-predstavitelej-rossijskix-regionalnyx-smi-14864/
https://www.sb.by/articles/zavtra-dolzhno-byt-luchshe-chem-vchera-sobranie.html
https://www.sb.by/articles/zavtra-dolzhno-byt-luchshe-chem-vchera-sobranie.html
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/intervjju-mezhgosudarstvennoj-teleradiokompanii-mir-15957/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/intervjju-mezhgosudarstvennoj-teleradiokompanii-mir-15957/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/poslanie-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-sobraniju-18594/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/poslanie-k-belorusskomu-narodu-i-natsionalnomu-sobraniju-18594/


 

529 
 

 Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2018b. “Soveshchanie s rukovodstvom Zhitkovichskogo 

raiyspolkoma i predpriyatiy raiona.” [“Meeting with the leadership of the Zitkovich 

District Executive Committee and enterprises of the district.”] April 28, 2018. Accessed 

from the President of Belarus Website, May 4, 2018. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/soveschanie-s-rukovodstvom-

zhitkovichskogo-rajispolkoma-i-predprijatij-rajona-18628/. 

Lukashenka, Alyaksandr. 2019. “Vstrecha s predstavitelyami ukrainskikh SMI.” [“Meeting 

with representatives of the Ukrainian media.”] September 26, 2019. Accessed from 

the President of Belarus Website, September 30, 2019. 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/vstrecha-s-predstaviteljami-ukrainskix-smi-

22081/. 

Lukashuk, Zmitser. 2017. “Osnovatel’ “Belogo legiona”: Kto-to sozdaet kartinku spetsial’no 

dlya Lukashenko.” [“The founder of the “White Legion”: Someone creates an image 

specifically for Lukashenko.”] March 22, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, 

May 29, 2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/154128-osnovatel-belogo-legiona-kto-to-

sozdaet-kartinku-specialno-dlya-lukashenko.html.  

Lukyanov, Fedor. 2017. “Perekrestok dvukh traditsiy. Chto opredelit otnosheniya Trampa s 

Rossiei?” [“Crossroads of two traditions. What will determine the relationship of 

Trump with Russia?”] January 24, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre 

Website, August 19, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/commentary/67773. 

Lun’kov, Artem. 2014. ““Dozhd” prekrashchaetsya?” [““Rain” is terminated?”] Novye 

Izvetiya. Number 22 February 11, 2014: 2.  

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/soveschanie-s-rukovodstvom-zhitkovichskogo-rajispolkoma-i-predprijatij-rajona-18628/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/soveschanie-s-rukovodstvom-zhitkovichskogo-rajispolkoma-i-predprijatij-rajona-18628/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/vstrecha-s-predstaviteljami-ukrainskix-smi-22081/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/vstrecha-s-predstaviteljami-ukrainskix-smi-22081/
http://udf.by/news/politic/154128-osnovatel-belogo-legiona-kto-to-sozdaet-kartinku-specialno-dlya-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/154128-osnovatel-belogo-legiona-kto-to-sozdaet-kartinku-specialno-dlya-lukashenko.html
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/67773


 

530 
 

Lust-Okar, Ellen. 2005. Structuring Conflict in the Arab World: Incumbents, Opponents, and 

Institutions. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Lutsevych, Orysia. 2013. “How to Finish a Revolution: Civil Society and Democracy in 

Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.” Accessed from the Chatham House Website, June 8, 

2016. 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/public/Research/Russia%2

0and%20Eurasia/0113bp_lutsevych.pdf.  

Luzin, Pavel. 2017. “The ominous rise of the Russian National Guard.” July 21, 2017. 

Accessed from the Intersection Project Website, January 11, 2018. 

http://intersectionproject.eu/article/security/ominous-rise-russian-national-guard.   

Lyons, Kate and Rice-Oxley, Mark. 2015. “Harassed and shunned, the Russians labelled 

foreign agents by the Kremlin.” April 26, 2015. Accessed from The Guardian Website, 

November 1, 2017. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/26/harassed-and-

shunned-the-russians-labelled-foreign-agents-by-kremlin.  

Maçães, Bruno. 2019. “Why Russia wants to Break the Internet.” May 14, 2019. Accessed 

from The Moscow Times Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/14/why-russia-wants-to-break-the-

internet-a65570. 

MacFarquhar, Neil. 2015. “Early Memo Urged Moscow to Annex Crimea, Report Says.” 

February 25, 2015. Accessed from The New York Times Website, January 18, 2018. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/26/world/europe/russia-ukraine-crimea-

annexation.html.  

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/public/Research/Russia%20and%20Eurasia/0113bp_lutsevych.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/public/Research/Russia%20and%20Eurasia/0113bp_lutsevych.pdf
http://intersectionproject.eu/article/security/ominous-rise-russian-national-guard
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/26/harassed-and-shunned-the-russians-labelled-foreign-agents-by-kremlin
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/26/harassed-and-shunned-the-russians-labelled-foreign-agents-by-kremlin
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/14/why-russia-wants-to-break-the-internet-a65570
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/14/why-russia-wants-to-break-the-internet-a65570
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/26/world/europe/russia-ukraine-crimea-annexation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/26/world/europe/russia-ukraine-crimea-annexation.html


 

531 
 

Makarenko, Olena. 2016. “Separating myth from reality: 6 facts on the shooting of the 

Euromaidan protesters.” Accessed from the Euromaidan Press Website, June 29, 2019. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/02/20/separating-myth-from-reality-6-facts-on-

the-shooting-of-the-euromaidan-protesters/. 

Makarenko, Olena. 2017. “Reform to deoligarchize Ukrainian politics reaps first results.” 

March 31, 2017. Accessed from the Euromaidan Press Website, November 17, 2018. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/31/ukrainian-parties-make-progress-in-

financial-transparency-but-waste-millions-on-self-promotion/.  

Makarkin, Alexei. 2001. “Nikolai I Putin.” [“Nicholas I Putin.”] June 17, 2001. Accessed from 

the Politcom.ru Website, October 28, 2017. http://politcom.ru/19541.html.  

Makarkin, Alexei. 2011. “Vlast’ i oppozitsiya: vozvrashchenie politiki.” [“Power and 

Opposition: Return of Politics.”] December 26, 2011. Accessed from the Politcom.ru 

Website, February 26, 2018. http://politcom.ru/13098.html.  

Makarychev, Andrey S. 2008. “In Quest of Political Subjectivity: Russia’s ‘Normative 

Offensive’ and the Triple Politicisation of Norms.” In What Propsects for Normative 

Foreign Policy in a Mulitpolar World? European Security Forum Working Paper 

Number 29. July 2008. Accessed from the Centre for European Policy Studies Website, 

October 28, 2017. https://www.ceps.eu/system/files/book/1682.pdf. 

Makarychev, Andrey and Yatsyk, Alexandra. 2014. “A New Russian Conservatism: Domestic 

Roots and Repercussions for Europe.” Barcelona Centre for International Affairs 

(CIDOB), Notes Internacionales. Number 93. June 2014. Accessed from the 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/02/20/separating-myth-from-reality-6-facts-on-the-shooting-of-the-euromaidan-protesters/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/02/20/separating-myth-from-reality-6-facts-on-the-shooting-of-the-euromaidan-protesters/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/31/ukrainian-parties-make-progress-in-financial-transparency-but-waste-millions-on-self-promotion/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2017/03/31/ukrainian-parties-make-progress-in-financial-transparency-but-waste-millions-on-self-promotion/
http://politcom.ru/19541.html
http://politcom.ru/13098.html
https://www.ceps.eu/system/files/book/1682.pdf


 

532 
 

Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule, Zürich Website, August 10, 2019.  

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/181289/NOTES%2093_MAKARYCHEV_ANG1.pdf. 

Makeev, Nikolai. 2017. ““Druz’yami Putina” dali “dobro” na ukhod v ofshory.” [““Friends of 

Putin” given “help” to take offshore.”] March 26, 2017. Accessed from the Moskovskiy 

Komsomolets Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://www.mk.ru/economics/2017/03/26/druzyam-putina-dali-dobro-na-ukhod-v-

ofshory.html. 

Makukhin, Aleksandr. 2018a. “Moldova ni o chem. Pochemu u nas ne Singapur i dazhe ne 

Gruziya.” [“Moldova is nothing. Why we do not have a Singapore or even a Georgia.”] 

September 20, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-ni-o-chem-pochemu-u-nas-ne-singapur-

i-dazhe-ne-gruziya-39212/. 

Makukhin, Aleksandr. 2018b. “Peter Oleksy – NM: “Otnosheniya Pol’shi s Moldovoi 

pozitivny vo vsem, krome “dela Kozlovskiy.”” [“Peter Oleksy – NM: “Poland’s relations 

with Moldova are positive in everything except the Kozlovskaya case.””] December 28, 

2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 15, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/petr-oleksy-nm-otnosheniya-polshi-s-moldovoy-

pozitivny-vo-vsem-krome-dela-kozlovsk-40922. 

Makushina, Natal’ya. 2012. “Kommentarii: Belorusskie vlasti ne vypolnyayut sotsial’nyi 

kontrakt s naselemiem.” [“Comment: Belarusian authorities do not fulfil social 

contract with population.”] August 4, 2012. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle 

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/181289/NOTES%2093_MAKARYCHEV_ANG1.pdf
http://www.mk.ru/economics/2017/03/26/druzyam-putina-dali-dobro-na-ukhod-v-ofshory.html
http://www.mk.ru/economics/2017/03/26/druzyam-putina-dali-dobro-na-ukhod-v-ofshory.html
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-ni-o-chem-pochemu-u-nas-ne-singapur-i-dazhe-ne-gruziya-39212/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/moldova-ni-o-chem-pochemu-u-nas-ne-singapur-i-dazhe-ne-gruziya-39212/
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/petr-oleksy-nm-otnosheniya-polshi-s-moldovoy-pozitivny-vo-vsem-krome-dela-kozlovsk-40922
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/petr-oleksy-nm-otnosheniya-polshi-s-moldovoy-pozitivny-vo-vsem-krome-dela-kozlovsk-40922


 

533 
 

Website, February 28, 2018. http://www.dw.com/ru/комментарий-белорусские-

власти-не-выполняют социальный-контракт-с-населением/a-16143252.  

Makushina, Natal’ya. 2017. “Minsk zayavlyaet o dostignutykh dogovorennostyakh kak o 

svoei pobede. No eto porazhenie.” [“Minsk declares the agreement reached as its 

victory. But this is a defeat.”] April 7, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, 

February 23, 2018. http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154977-minsk-zayavlyaet-o-

dostignutyh-dogovorennostyah-kak-o-svoey-pobede-no-eto-porazhenie.html.  

Makushina, Natal’ya. 2018. “Byl by zhurnalist, a stat’ya v UK Belarusi naidetsya.” [“Would a 

journalist be protected in an article in the Belarusian criminal code.”] August 9, 2018. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, August 9, 2018. 

https://udf.by/news/politic/177859-byl-by-zhurnalist-a-statya-v-uk-belarusi-

naydetsya.html.  

Malashenkov, Vasily. 2010. “KGB: obstanovka v Belarusi nakanune vyborov absolyutno 

kontroliruemaya.” [“KGB: The situation in Belarus on the eve of the elections is 

absolutely controlled.”] December 17, 2010. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, 

February 5, 2018. https://news.tut.by/elections/208708.html.  

Malashkevich, Andrei. 2018. ““Belaya Rus’” degradirovala i ne vypolnyaet ukazanie 

Lukashenko.” [““White Russia” has degraded and does not follow Lukashenka’s 

instructions.”] January 20, 2018. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, January 21, 2018. 

http://udf.by/news/sobytie/168190-belaya-rus-degradirovala-i-ne-vypolnyaet-

ukazanie-lukashenko.html. 

http://www.dw.com/ru/комментарий-белорусские-власти-не-выполняют%20социальный-контракт-с-населением/a-16143252
http://www.dw.com/ru/комментарий-белорусские-власти-не-выполняют%20социальный-контракт-с-населением/a-16143252
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154977-minsk-zayavlyaet-o-dostignutyh-dogovorennostyah-kak-o-svoey-pobede-no-eto-porazhenie.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154977-minsk-zayavlyaet-o-dostignutyh-dogovorennostyah-kak-o-svoey-pobede-no-eto-porazhenie.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/177859-byl-by-zhurnalist-a-statya-v-uk-belarusi-naydetsya.html
https://udf.by/news/politic/177859-byl-by-zhurnalist-a-statya-v-uk-belarusi-naydetsya.html
https://news.tut.by/elections/208708.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/168190-belaya-rus-degradirovala-i-ne-vypolnyaet-ukazanie-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/168190-belaya-rus-degradirovala-i-ne-vypolnyaet-ukazanie-lukashenko.html


 

534 
 

 Malekzadeh, Shervin. 2016. “Paranoia and Perspective, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying 

and Start Loving Research in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” Social Science Quarterly. 97 

(4): 862-875. 

Malgin, Andrei. 2014. “The Slow Death of Russian Independent Media.” November 19, 2014. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/the-slow-death-of-russian-

independent-media/511450.html.  

Malinova, Ol’ga. 2011. “Tema proshlogo v ritorike prezidentov Rossii.” [“The theme of the 

past in the rhetoric of Russian Presidents.”] Pro et Contra. (May-August, 2011): 106-

122.  

Maltseva, Elena. 2016. “Lost and forgotten: the conflict through the eyes of the Donbass 

people.” In The Return of the Cold War: Ukraine, the West and Russia edited by J. L. 

Black and Alanda D. Theriault. London and New York: Routledge: 143-159. 

Manaev, Oleg. 2014. “Media in Post-Soviet Belarus: Between Democratization and 

Reinforcing Authoritarianism.” Demokratizatsiya. 22 (2): 207-229.  

Manaev, Oleg, Manaeva, Natalie and Yuran, Dzmitry. 2013. “”Islands in the Stream”: 

Refelctions on Media Development in Belarus.” In Media Transformations in the Post-

Communist World: Eastern Europe’s Tortured Path to Change edited by Peter Goss and 

Karol Jakubowicz. Lanham, MD, Boulder, CO, New York, Toronto and Plymouth: 

Lexington Books: 195-214.  

Marden, Peter. 2016. The Authoritarian interlude: Democracy, Values and the Politics of 

Hubris. London and New York: Routledge.  

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/the-slow-death-of-russian-independent-media/511450.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/the-slow-death-of-russian-independent-media/511450.html


 

535 
 

Marin, Elena. 2015. “Experential learning: empowering students to take control of their 

learning by engaging them in an interactive course simulation environment.” Procedia 

–Social and Behavioural Sciences. 180: 854-859. 

Marinas, Radu-Sorin and Ilie, Luiza. 2015. “Romanian PM Ponta quits after street protests, 

paves way for new cabinet.” November 4, 2015. Accessed from the Reuters Website, 

July 14, 2017. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-romania-government-ponta-

idUSKCN0ST0XR20151104.  

Marková, Ivanna. 2012. “‘Americanization’ of European Social Psychology.” History of the 

Human Sciences. 25 (3): 108-116. 

 Markowitz, Lawrence P. 2016. “Scientific Closure and Research Strategies in Uzbekistan.” 

Social Science Quarterly. 97 (4): 894-908. 

Markusheuski, Dzmitry. 2003. “Belarus: NGOs in the Crosshairs.” Transitions Online. 9 (16): 

1-2.  

Marone, John. 2010. “Gas man Firtash on rise ahain in Yanukovych era.” April 9, 2010. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/gas-man-firtash-on-rise-

again-in-yanukovych-era-63494.html.  

Marples, David R. 2007. “The Lukashenka Phenomenon: Elections, Propaganda, and the 

Foundations of Political Authority in Belarus.” Trondheim Studies on East European 

Cultures & Societies. Number 21. August 2007.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-romania-government-ponta-idUSKCN0ST0XR20151104
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-romania-government-ponta-idUSKCN0ST0XR20151104
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/gas-man-firtash-on-rise-again-in-yanukovych-era-63494.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/gas-man-firtash-on-rise-again-in-yanukovych-era-63494.html


 

536 
 

Marples, David R. 2014. ‘Our Glorious Past’: Lukashenka’s Belarus and the Great Patriotic 

War. Stuttgart: ibidem Verlag. 

Marples, David R and Padhol, Uladzimir. 2005. “The Dynamics of the 2001 Presidentail 

Election.” In Postcommunist Belarus edited by Stephen White, Elena Korosteleva and 

John Löwenhardt. Lanham, MD, Boulder, CO, New York, Toronto, Oxford: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers: 79-95.  

Martinovich, Viktor. 2006. “Peremena mest slagaemykh.” [“A change of place terms.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 1. January 9, 2006.  

Martynov, Kirill. 2015. “Rossiya bez Ketchum.” [“Russia without Ketchum.”] Novaya Gazeta. 

Number 26. March 16, 2015: 12.  

Matchanka, Anastasiya. 2014. Substitution of Civil Society in Belarus: Government-

Organised Non-Governmental Organisations.” Journal of Belarusian Studies. 7 (2): 67-

94.  

Materik.ru. 2017. “Mezhdunarodnyi forum “Sovremennye intergratsionnye protsessy: opyt i 

perspektivy.”” [“International forum “Modern integration processes: experience and 

perspectives.””] June 28, 2017. Accessed from the Materik.ru Website, December 19, 

2017. http://www.materik.ru/country/detail.php?ID=16686&print=Y.  

Matsuzato, Kimitaka. 2001. “All Kuchma’s Men: The Reshuffling of Ukrainian Governors and 

the Presidential Election of 1999.” Post-Soviet Geography and Economics. 42 (6): 416-

439. 

http://www.materik.ru/country/detail.php?ID=16686&print=Y


 

537 
 

Matuszak, Sławomir. 2010. “Yanukovych, in China – Chinese investment in Ukraine 

announced.” September 9, 2010. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich 

Website, August 25, 2019. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2010-09-

09/yanukovych-china-chinese-investments-ukraine-announced. 

Mayo, Peter. 1999. Gramsci, Freire and Adult Education: Possibilities for Transformative 

Action. London and New York: ZED Books. 

Mazaeva, Ol’ga. 2004. “KGB Belarusi i FSB Rossii nachnut sotrudnichat’ eshche aktivnee.” 

[“Belarusian KGB and Russian FSB will begin to cooperate even more actively.”] 

October 8, 2004. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 17, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/44980.html. 

 McAdam, Doug. 1996. “Conceptual origins, current problems, future directions. In 

Comparative perspectives on social movements: Political opportunities, mobilizing 

structures, and cultural framings edited by Doug McAdam, John D McCarthy, Mayer N 

Zald. New York: Cambridge University Press: 23-40. 

McAdam Doug, Tarrow, Sidney, Tilly, Charles. 2001. Dynamics of Contention. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

McFaul, Michael and Stoner-Weiss, Kathryn. 2008. “Mission to Moscow.” Accessed from the 

Foreign Affairs Website, June 10, 2016. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2008-01-01/mission-moscow. 

McLaren, Peter, Fischman, Gustavo, Serra, Silvia and Antelo, Estanislao. 2002. “The Spectre 

of Gramsci: Revolutionary Praxis and the Committed Intellectual.” In Gramsci and 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2010-09-09/yanukovych-china-chinese-investments-ukraine-announced
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2010-09-09/yanukovych-china-chinese-investments-ukraine-announced
https://news.tut.by/politics/44980.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2008-01-01/mission-moscow


 

538 
 

Education edited by Carmel Borg, Joseph Buttigieg and Peter Mayo. Lanham, MD, 

Boulder, CO, New York and Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers: 147-178. 

McPhedran, Charles. 2014. “Thug politics, Kiev.” October 9, 2014. Accessed from the 

Foreign Policy Website, August 13, 2019. https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/10/09/thug-

politics-kiev/. 

Meduza.io. 2016. “Khozyain Donbassa Biznesmen Ronat Akhmetov perezhil voinu i 

gotovitsya vernut’sya v politiku.” [“The owner of the Donbas Businessman Rinat 

Akhmetov survived the war and is preparing to return to politics.”] March 25, 2016. 

Accessed from theMeduza.io Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://meduza.io/feature/2016/03/25/hozyain-donbassa.  

Medvedev, Dmitry. 2011. “Vstrecha s musul’manskim dykhovenstvom.” [“Meeting with 

Muslim clergy.”] November 19, 2011. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, May 25, 

2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/13592.  

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2015a. “Lawmakers pass ‘Nadiya Savchenko’ law on pretrial 

detention conditions.” November 26, 2015. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 

17, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/lawmakers-pass-

nadiya-savchenko-law-on-pretrial-detention-conditions-402910.html.  

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2015b. “Ukraine tries to catch up to Russia in intelligence war.” 

August 19, 2015. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, January 14, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-tries-to-

catch-up-to-russia-in-intelligence-war-396107.html. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/10/09/thug-politics-kiev/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/10/09/thug-politics-kiev/
https://meduza.io/feature/2016/03/25/hozyain-donbassa
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/13592
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/lawmakers-pass-nadiya-savchenko-law-on-pretrial-detention-conditions-402910.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/kyiv-post-plus/lawmakers-pass-nadiya-savchenko-law-on-pretrial-detention-conditions-402910.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-tries-to-catch-up-to-russia-in-intelligence-war-396107.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-tries-to-catch-up-to-russia-in-intelligence-war-396107.html


 

539 
 

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2017. “Past tragedy casts shadow on Ukraine’s relations with 

Poland.” February 16, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, August 16, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/past-tragedy-casts-shadow-ukraines-

relations-poland.html. 

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2018a. “Groysman says he will run for seat in parliament in 2019.” 

April 20, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 23, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/groysman-says-will-run-seat-parliament-

2019.html.  

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2018b. “Lutsenko claims Medvedchuk could have masterminded 

Savchenko’s ‘coup attempt.’” March 27, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website,  

April 17, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-claims-

medvedchuk-masterminded-savchenkos-coup-attempt.html.  

Melkozerova, Veronika. 2019. “Fallen hero dreams of Ukrainian presidency.” Febrary 1, 

2019. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 9, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/fallen-hero-dreams-of-ukrainian-

presidency.html. 

Melkozerova, Veronika and Talant, Bermet. 2016. “Ukraine seeks to bolster ties with 

Kazakhstan in industrial sector.” December 22, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post 

Website, August 25, 2019. https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ukraine-seeks-bolster-

ties-kazakhstan-industrial-sector.html. 

Melnykovska, Inna, Plamper, Hedwig, and Schweickert, Rainer. 2012. “Do Russia and China 

promote autocracy in Central Asia?” Asia Europe Journal. 10 (1): 75-89.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/past-tragedy-casts-shadow-ukraines-relations-poland.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/past-tragedy-casts-shadow-ukraines-relations-poland.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/groysman-says-will-run-seat-parliament-2019.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/groysman-says-will-run-seat-parliament-2019.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-claims-medvedchuk-masterminded-savchenkos-coup-attempt.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-claims-medvedchuk-masterminded-savchenkos-coup-attempt.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/fallen-hero-dreams-of-ukrainian-presidency.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/fallen-hero-dreams-of-ukrainian-presidency.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ukraine-seeks-bolster-ties-kazakhstan-industrial-sector.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ukraine-seeks-bolster-ties-kazakhstan-industrial-sector.html


 

540 
 

Melville, Andrei and Mironyuk, Mikhail. 2016. ““Bad enough governance”: state capacity 

and quality of institutions in post-Soviet autocracies.” Post-Soviet Affairs. 32 (2): 132-

151.  

Mendeleev, Dmitriy. 2010. “Chto dlya Ezhel’ Balaklava, to dlya Ivashchenko – tyu’ma?” [For 

Ezhel’ Balaklava, for Ivashchenko – prison?”] Zerkal Nedeli. Number 32. September 4, 

2010.  

Mereminskaya, Ekaterina and Sokolov, Petr. 2017. “Doroga dlya budushchego.” [“Road to 

the future.”] November 1, 2017. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, November 

30, 2017. https://www.vedomosti.ru/partner/articles/2017/10/30/739879-doroga-

dlya-integratsii.  

Merriam, Sharan B and Sek Kim, Young. 2008. “Non-Western perspectives on learning and 

knowing.” New Directions for Adult and Continuing Education. 119: 71-81.  

Mikhailenko, Maksim. 2018. “Otkupit’sya ot sanktsiy. Rossiyskaya “Al’fa” nachala ulamyvat’ 

Trampa na “pomilovanie.”” [“To pay off the sanctions. Russian “Alpha” began to ask 

Trump for a “pardon.””] May 23, 2018. Accessed from the DS News Website, July 23, 

2018. http://www.dsnews.ua/world/uklonitsya-ot-udara-vladeltsy-alfy-ishchut-

sposob-oboyti-23052018220000.  

 Mikhailov, Viktor. 2009. “ODKB sobiraet udarnyi kulak [“CSTO develops a shock fist.”] 

Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 109. June 3, 2009: 1. 

Mikhel’son, Oleksandr and Velichko, Ruslana. 2013. “V Ukraini pid nahlyadom silovikiv 

formuet’sya armiya vulichnikh biytsiv.” [“In Ukraine, an army of fighters is formed 

under the supervision of the security forces.”] Ukrains’kiy Tizhden’. 20 (288). 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/partner/articles/2017/10/30/739879-doroga-dlya-integratsii
https://www.vedomosti.ru/partner/articles/2017/10/30/739879-doroga-dlya-integratsii
http://www.dsnews.ua/world/uklonitsya-ot-udara-vladeltsy-alfy-ishchut-sposob-oboyti-23052018220000
http://www.dsnews.ua/world/uklonitsya-ot-udara-vladeltsy-alfy-ishchut-sposob-oboyti-23052018220000


 

541 
 

Milanova, Yana. 2018. “Boiko i Levochkina iskolyuchili iz Oppobloka.” [“Boyko and Levochkin 

are expelled from the Opposition Bloc.”] November 20, 2018. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, November 20, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/20/7198739/.  

Milić, Jelena. 2017. “Presidential election in Serbia – Unfair but square.” New Eastern 

Europe. 27 (3-4): 53-57. 

Miller, Chris. 2018. Putinomics: Power and Money in Resurgent Russia. Chapel Hill, NC: The 

University of North Carolina Press. 

Miller, Christopher. 2014. “Ukraine’s top intelligence agency deeply infiltrated by Russian 

spies.” December 30, 2014. Accessed from the Mashable Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://mashable.com/2014/12/30/russian-vs-ukrainian-spies/#pzGivmXELOq3.  

Miller, Christopher. 2016. “In Ukraine, Attacks On Journalists Chill Media Landscape.” 

August 16, 2016. Accessed from Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Website, July 1, 

2017. https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-attacks-on-journalists-media-landscape-press-

freedom/27923284.html. 

Miller, Christopher and Sedletska, Natalie. 2016. “Investigation Uncovers Poroshenko’s, 

Allies’ Spanish Costal Villas.” November 16, 2016. Accessed from Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty Website, February 11, 2018. https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-

poroshenko-rferl-investigation-spanish-villa/28116608.html.  

Miller, James. 2014. “Throwing a Wrench in Russia’s Propaganda Machine.” July 14, 2014. 

Accessed from the Stope Fake Website, October 25, 2017. 

https://www.stopfake.org/en/throwing-a-wrench-in-russia-s-propaganda-machine/. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/20/7198739/
http://mashable.com/2014/12/30/russian-vs-ukrainian-spies/#pzGivmXELOq3
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-attacks-on-journalists-media-landscape-press-freedom/27923284.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-attacks-on-journalists-media-landscape-press-freedom/27923284.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poroshenko-rferl-investigation-spanish-villa/28116608.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poroshenko-rferl-investigation-spanish-villa/28116608.html
https://www.stopfake.org/en/throwing-a-wrench-in-russia-s-propaganda-machine/


 

542 
 

 Minakov, Mikhail. 2011. “Izbiratel’nye perspektivy v svete problemnoi legitimnosti.” 

[“Selective perspectives in the light of problematic legitimacy.”] June 7, 2011. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 10, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2011/06/7/6277319/. 

Minchenko Consulting. 2017. “Politbyuro 2.0 i gubernatorskiy korpus.” [“Politburo 2.0 and 

the case of the governors.”] September 29, 2017. Accessed from the Minchenko 

Consulting Website, January 20, 2018. 

http://www.minchenko.ru/netcat_files/userfiles/2/Dokumenty/PB_2.0_I_GUBERNAT

ORSKIY_KORPUS_29.09.pdf.  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 2012. “O vstreche stats-sekretarya – 

zamestitelya Ministra inostrannykh del Rossiyskoi Federatsii G. B. Karasina s poslom 

Belorussii v Rossii I. V. Petrishenko.” [“On the meeting of the State Secretary – Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation G. B. Karasin with the 

Ambassador of Belarus to Russia, I. V. Petrishenko.”] December 23, 2016. Accessed 

from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Website, December 4, 

2017. http://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/-

/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/2578055.  

Minzarari, Dumitru. 2014. “Moldovan Armed Forces Train for Hybrid Warfare the Wrong 

Way.” Eurasian Daily Monitor.  11 (194). 

Miroedova, Sofia. 2016. “Ther Loyalty of Fear.” November 16, 2016. Accessed from The 

Moscow Times Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/the-loyalty-of-fear-56159.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2011/06/7/6277319/
http://www.minchenko.ru/netcat_files/userfiles/2/Dokumenty/PB_2.0_I_GUBERNATORSKIY_KORPUS_29.09.pdf
http://www.minchenko.ru/netcat_files/userfiles/2/Dokumenty/PB_2.0_I_GUBERNATORSKIY_KORPUS_29.09.pdf
http://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/2578055
http://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/2578055
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/the-loyalty-of-fear-56159


 

543 
 

Miselyuk, Andrey. 2018. “Kremlevskiy revansh-2019: instrumenty novye, oshibki – starye.” 

[“Kremlin revenge-2019: new tools, old mistakes.”] October 20, 2018. Accessed from 

the Ukrainskaya Pravda Wesbite, November 20, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2018/10/20/7195638/.  

Mitrokhin, Vasiliy. 2002. KGB Lexicon: The Soviet Intelligence Officer’s Handbook. London 

and New York: Frank Cass. 

Mitskevich, Dzmitry. 2017. “What does Belarus want from China?” May 23, 2017. Accessed 

from the Belarus Digest Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/what-does-belarus-want-from-china/. 

Mojeiko, Vadim. 2015. “Soft Belarusianization: A New Shift In Lukashenka’s Domestic 

Policy?” April 21, 2015. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 27, 2017. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/soft-belarusization-new-shift-lukashenkas-domestic-

policy-22434.  

Moldavskie Vedomosti. 2016a. “Dar ot pravitel’stva Moskovskoi oblasti peredal posol Rossii 

Farit Mukhametshin.” [“The gift from the Moscow regional government was given by 

the Russian ambassador Farit Mukhametshin.”] Moldavskie Vedomosti. Number 33. 

May 13, 2016: 9.  

Moldavskie Vedomosti. 2016b. “Farit Mukhametshin: v EAES ne storyat razdelitel’nykh 

liniy.” [“Farit Mukhametshin: There are no separate lines in the EAES.”] Moldavskie 

Vedomosti. Number 76. November 11, 2016: 4.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2018/10/20/7195638/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/what-does-belarus-want-from-china/
http://belarusdigest.com/story/soft-belarusization-new-shift-lukashenkas-domestic-policy-22434
http://belarusdigest.com/story/soft-belarusization-new-shift-lukashenkas-domestic-policy-22434


 

544 
 

Moldavskie Vedomosti. 2016c. “Ionitse: dva ministerstva kontroliruyut tret’ vsekh 

predpriyatiy Moldovy.” [“Ionice: Two ministries control a third of all enterprises in 

Moldova.”] Moldavskie Vedomosti. Number 52. July 19, 2016: 1.  

Monaghan, Andrew. 2011. “The Russian Vertikal: the Tandem, Power and the Elections.” 

Accessed from the Chatham House Website, June 11, 2016. 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/19412_0511ppmonaghan.

pdf.  

Monaghan, Andrew. 2012. “The Vertikal: power and authority in Russia.” International 

Affairs. 88 (1): 1-16.  

Monaghan, Andrew. 2016. The New Politics of Russia: Interpreting Change. Manchester: 

Manchester University Press. 

Mondak, Jeffrey J. 2010. Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Monin, Daniel. 2015. “Ukraina vs Kazakhstan.” [“Ukraine vs Kazakhstan.”] April 13, 2015. 

Accessed from the LB.ua Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://lb.ua/blog/daniil_monin/301687_ukraina_vs_kazahstan.html. 

Moscatelli, Orietta. 2011. “First Chechen Campaign As A Reflection Of The Russian 

Authorities’ Frailty In The Early 1990s.” August 23, 2011. Accessed from the Valdai 

Club Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/the_first_chechen_campaign_as_a_reflection_of_t

he_russian_authorities_frailty_in_the_early_1990s/?sphrase_id=88545.  

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/19412_0511ppmonaghan.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/19412_0511ppmonaghan.pdf
https://lb.ua/blog/daniil_monin/301687_ukraina_vs_kazahstan.html
http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/the_first_chechen_campaign_as_a_reflection_of_the_russian_authorities_frailty_in_the_early_1990s/?sphrase_id=88545
http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/the_first_chechen_campaign_as_a_reflection_of_the_russian_authorities_frailty_in_the_early_1990s/?sphrase_id=88545


 

545 
 

Moshes, Arkady. 2011. “Conclusions.” In Russia-China relations: The current state, 

alternative futures, and implications for the West edited by Arkady Moshes and Matti 

Nojonen. Finnish Institute of International Affairs Report. Number 30. 2011. Helsinki: 

The Finnish Institute of International Affairs: 95-102. 

Mostovaya, Yuliya. 2006. “Viktor Baloga: “Prezident ne zanimaetsya politicheskim 

barterom.”  [“Viktor Baloga: “The President does not engage in political barter.””] 

Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 44. November 18, 2006.  

Mostovaya, Yuliya. 2016. “Za shirmoi.” [“For the width.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 4. 

February 5, 2016: 1.  

Mostovaya, Yuliya. 2018. “Perenapravlennyi vzryv.” [“A redirected explosion.”] Zerkalo 

Nedeli. Number 11. March 24, 2018: 1. 

Motyl, Alexander J. 2010. “Ukrainian blues: Yanukovych’s rise, democracy’s fall.” Foreign 

Affairs. 89 (4): 125-136. 

Motyl, Alexander J. 2012. “Ukraine: The Yanukovych Family Business.” March 23, 2012. 

Accessed from the World Affairs Journal Website, February 13, 2018. 

http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/alexander-j-motyl/ukraine-yanukovych-

family-business.  

Movchan, Andrei. 2017. “Vybory po zakonam shou.” [“Elections under the laws of the 

show.”] October 19, 2017. Accessed from the Carengie Russia Website, February 27, 

2018. http://carnegie.ru/2017/10/19/ru-pub-73477.  

http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/alexander-j-motyl/ukraine-yanukovych-family-business
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/alexander-j-motyl/ukraine-yanukovych-family-business
http://carnegie.ru/2017/10/19/ru-pub-73477


 

546 
 

Mozheyko, Gennadiy. 2016. “Ryadom s Lukashenko vmesto Yuriya Chizha teper’ kosit Sergei 

Teterin.” [“Next to Lukashenka, instead of Yuri Chyzh, Sergei Teterin mowed the 

grass.”] May 30, 2016. Accessed from the Komsomol’skaya Pravda Website, February 

10, 2018. https://www.kp.ru/daily/26535/3552755/.  

Mukhametshina, Elena and Churakova, Ol’ga. 2016. “Kritika zakona ob inostrannykh 

agentakh stala povodom dlya priznaniya agentom.” [“Criticism about the law on 

foreign agents is a reason for recognition as an agent.”] May 11, 2016. Accessed from 

the Vedomosti Website, November 1, 2017. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/05/11/640573-kritika-zakona-

inostrannih-agentah-yavlyaetsya-povodom-priznaniya-organizatsii-agentom.  

Munck, Gerardo L and Verkuilen, Jay. 2002. “Conceptualising and Measuring Democracy: 

Evaluating Alternative Indices.” Comparative Political Studies. 35 (1): 5-34.  

Mungiu-Pippidi, Alina and Munteanu, Igor. 2009. “Moldova’s “Twittter Revolution” Journal 

of Democracy. 20 (3): 136-142.  

Munshi, Kaivan. 2004. “Social learning in a heterogenous population: technology diffusion in 

the Indian Green Revolution.” Journal of Development Economics. 73 (1): 185-213.  

Murphy, Michael P. 2017. “Tax On “Social Parasites” Stirs Up Public Angst In Belarus.” March 

2, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, June 5, 2017. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/tax-%E2%80%9Csocial-parasites%E2%80%9D-stirs-

public-angst-belarus-29298.  

Murtazaev, Elmar. 2012. “Gvardiya Putina: kak rabotaet vertikal’ vlasti.” [“Putin’s Guard: 

How the power vertical works.”] August 27, 2012. Accessed from the Forbes Russia 

https://www.kp.ru/daily/26535/3552755/
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/05/11/640573-kritika-zakona-inostrannih-agentah-yavlyaetsya-povodom-priznaniya-organizatsii-agentom
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/05/11/640573-kritika-zakona-inostrannih-agentah-yavlyaetsya-povodom-priznaniya-organizatsii-agentom
http://belarusdigest.com/story/tax-%E2%80%9Csocial-parasites%E2%80%9D-stirs-public-angst-belarus-29298
http://belarusdigest.com/story/tax-%E2%80%9Csocial-parasites%E2%80%9D-stirs-public-angst-belarus-29298


 

547 
 

Website, June 1, 2017. http://www.forbes.ru/sobytiya/vlast/102436-gvardiya-putina-

desyat-klyuchevyh-biznes-figur-putinskoi-vertikali.  

Myanovskiy, Bogdan. 2003. “Tarifa men’she, tranzita bol’she.” [“Fewer tariffs, more 

transit.”] Delovaya Ukraina. Number 16. March 14, 2003: 2.  

Najarian, Mark. 2017. “Moldova’s Reliance On Russia, Transdneister For Energy Seen As 

Risky.” July 14, 2017. Accessed from the Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Website. 

https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-heavy-reliance-russian-transdniester-energy-seen-

risky-allin-baker-hughes/28615600.html.  

Nathan, Andrew J. 2016. “China’s Challenge.” In Authoritarianism Goes Global: The 

Challenge to Democracy edited by Larry Diamond, Marc F Plattner and Christopher 

Walker. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press: 23-39. 

Natow, Rebecca S. 2019. “The use of triangulation in qualitative studies employing elite 

interviews.” Qualitative Research. DOI: 101177/1468794119830077. 

Naviny.by. 2005. “Internetu skazhut “tsai dian’?”” [“The Internet will stay “tsai dian?””] 

November 22, 2005. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, January 6, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/it/60547.html.  

Naviny.by. 2006. “Za Lukashenko soberut 3 milliona podpisei?” [“Lukashenka will collect 3 

million signatures?”] January 11, 2006. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, February 6, 

2018. https://news.tut.by/elections/62664.html.  

Naviny.by. 2017. “Lukashenka potreboval ot Administratsii prezidenta otkazat’sya ot 

“pokazukhi.”” [“Lukashenka demands that presidential administration refuse a “show-

http://www.forbes.ru/sobytiya/vlast/102436-gvardiya-putina-desyat-klyuchevyh-biznes-figur-putinskoi-vertikali
http://www.forbes.ru/sobytiya/vlast/102436-gvardiya-putina-desyat-klyuchevyh-biznes-figur-putinskoi-vertikali
https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-heavy-reliance-russian-transdniester-energy-seen-risky-allin-baker-hughes/28615600.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/moldova-heavy-reliance-russian-transdniester-energy-seen-risky-allin-baker-hughes/28615600.html
https://news.tut.by/it/60547.html
https://news.tut.by/elections/62664.html


 

548 
 

off.””] June 6, 2017. Accessed from the Naviny.by Website, January 21, 2018. 

http://naviny.by/article/20170206/1486379970-lukashenko-potreboval-ot-

administracii-prezidenta-otkazatsya-ot-pokazuhi.  

Nayem, Mustafa. 2014. “The Right Sector: An Inside View.” April 2, 2014. Accessed from the 

Euromaidan Press Website, February 8, 2018. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/04/02/the-right-sector-an-inside-view/#arvlbdata.   

Nazarova, Ksenia and Ageeva, Olga. 2019. “GosDuma odobrila novye l’goty dlya 

privlecheniya krupnykh investitsiy. Pretendovat’ na osobyi status smogut tol’ko 

kompanii, vnedryayushchie innovatsii.” [“The State Duma approved new privileges to 

attract large investments. Only companies that introduce innovations will be able to 

claim special status.”] Accessed from the RBK Website, July 17, 2019. 

https://www.rbc.ru/economics/28/05/2019/5cebbc7d9a79473eabb69841. 

Necsutu, Madalin. 2018a. “Moldova Confirms Receiving Water Cannon ‘Gifts’ from Turkey.” 

October 25, 2018. Accessed from the Balkan Insight Website, October 27, 2018. 

https://balkaninsight.com/2018/10/25/moldovan-prime-minister-confirms-the-water-

cannon-trucks-from-erdogan-10-25-2018/. 

Necsutu, Madalin. 2018b. “Moldova Delays Parliamentary Elections until 2019.” July 27, 

2018. Accessed from the Balkan Insight Website, December 2, 2018. 

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/moldovan-parliament-rescheduled-the-

parliamentary-elections-for-2019-07-27-2018. 

Necsutu, Madalin. 2018c. “Turkish Secret Services Nab Six ‘Gulenists’ in Moldova.” 

September 6, 2018. Accessed from the Balkan Insight Website, August 16, 2019. 

http://naviny.by/article/20170206/1486379970-lukashenko-potreboval-ot-administracii-prezidenta-otkazatsya-ot-pokazuhi
http://naviny.by/article/20170206/1486379970-lukashenko-potreboval-ot-administracii-prezidenta-otkazatsya-ot-pokazuhi
http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/04/02/the-right-sector-an-inside-view/#arvlbdata
https://www.rbc.ru/economics/28/05/2019/5cebbc7d9a79473eabb69841
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/10/25/moldovan-prime-minister-confirms-the-water-cannon-trucks-from-erdogan-10-25-2018/
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/10/25/moldovan-prime-minister-confirms-the-water-cannon-trucks-from-erdogan-10-25-2018/
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/moldovan-parliament-rescheduled-the-parliamentary-elections-for-2019-07-27-2018
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/moldovan-parliament-rescheduled-the-parliamentary-elections-for-2019-07-27-2018


 

549 
 

https://balkaninsight.com/2018/09/06/six-turkish-professors-detained-by-moldovan-

secret-services-09-06-2018/. 

Neef, Christian. 2014. “The Power of Ukraine’s Billionaires.” February 25, 2014. Accessed 

from the Der Spiegel Website, September 19, 2017. 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/how-oligarchs-in-ukraine-prepared-for-

the-fall-of-yanukovych-a-955328.html.  

Neglinina, Elena. 2004. “Novyi agent Kremlya.” [“New agent of the Kremlin.”] October 12, 

2004. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 4, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2004/10/12_a_183976.shtml. 

Negura, Petru. 2019. “O coaliție anti-oligarhică PSRM-ACUM: pro sau contra? Părerile unor 

experți (A. Tulbure, V. Ciobanu, B. Țîrdea, A. Radu, I. Tăbărță and I. Boțan.”) [“An anti-

oligarchic coalition, PSRM-NOW: pros and cons? The views of some experts (A. 

Tulbure, V. Ciobanu, B. Tirdea, A. Radu, I. Tăbărță and I. Botan.”)] Accessed from the 

Platzfroma.md Website, July 7, 2019. http://www.platzforma.md/arhive/387139. 

Nemtsova, Anna. 2016. “Igor Dodon is Vladimir Putin’s Moldovan Mini-Me.” October 29, 

2106. Accessed from the Daily Beast Website, December 18, 2017. 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/igor-dodon-is-vladimir-putins-moldovan-mini-me. 

Nemtsova, Anna. 2017. “Inside the Uprising Against Moldova’s Donald Trump.” April 13, 

2017. Accessed from the Daily Beast Website, September 2, 2019. 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside-the-uprising-against-moldovas-donald-trump. 

Nemtsova, Anna. 2019a. “As Elections Approach, Moldova’s President Tries to Prove He’s 

Putin’s Mini-Me No More.” June 15, 2019. Accessed from the Daily Beast Website, 

https://balkaninsight.com/2018/09/06/six-turkish-professors-detained-by-moldovan-secret-services-09-06-2018/
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/09/06/six-turkish-professors-detained-by-moldovan-secret-services-09-06-2018/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/how-oligarchs-in-ukraine-prepared-for-the-fall-of-yanukovych-a-955328.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/how-oligarchs-in-ukraine-prepared-for-the-fall-of-yanukovych-a-955328.html
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2004/10/12_a_183976.shtml
http://www.platzforma.md/arhive/387139
https://www.thedailybeast.com/igor-dodon-is-vladimir-putins-moldovan-mini-me
https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside-the-uprising-against-moldovas-donald-trump


 

550 
 

August 23, 2019. https://www.thedailybeast.com/as-elections-approach-moldovas-

president-tries-to-prove-hes-putins-mini-me-no-more. 

Nemtsova, Anna. 2019b. “By Pushing Out Filthy Rich Vladimir Plahotniuc, Moldova Takes the 

Lead in Ending the Era of the Oligarchs.” August 21, 2019. Accessed from the Daily 

Beast Website, August 23, 2019. https://www.thedailybeast.com/by-pushing-out-

filthy-rich-vladimir-plahotniuc-moldova-takes-the-lead-in-de-

oligarchization?ref=author. 

Nemyrych, Sergey. 2013. “Konets zolotogo spokoistviya.” [“The end of golden serenity.”] 

December 20, 2013. Accessed from the Zerkalo Nedeli Website, May 27, 2017. 

https://gazeta.zn.ua/internal/konec-zolotogo-spokoystviya-_.html.  

Nesterenko, Arkadiy. 2017. “Otrepetirovali. K chemu gotov Minsk posle “Zapad-2017?”” 

[“We rehearsed. Why is Minsk ready after “West-2017?””] October 4, 2017. Accessed 

from the UDF.by Website, December 2, 2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/163074-

otrepetirovali-k-chemu-gotov-minsk-posle-zapada-2017.html.  

Nesterova, Oksana. 2014. “Chego khotya liberaly i  kommunisty.” [“What though are liberals 

and communists?”] Logos-Press. Number 47. December 19, 2014.  

Newsbase. 2017. “Gazprom Takes Moldova To Court Over Unpaid Gas Bill.” March 15, 2017. 

Accessed from the Newsbase Website, January 31, 2019. 

https://newsbase.com/topstories/gazprom-takes-moldova-court-over-unpaid-gas-bill.  

NewsMaker. 2015a. “Kak SIB na golovu: v rukovodstve gosuchrezhdeniy mogut poyavit’sya 

sotrudniki gosbezopasnosti.” [“The Head of the SIB: in the leadership of state 

institutions there can be employees of state security.”] December 10, 2015. Accessed 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/as-elections-approach-moldovas-president-tries-to-prove-hes-putins-mini-me-no-more
https://www.thedailybeast.com/as-elections-approach-moldovas-president-tries-to-prove-hes-putins-mini-me-no-more
https://www.thedailybeast.com/by-pushing-out-filthy-rich-vladimir-plahotniuc-moldova-takes-the-lead-in-de-oligarchization?ref=author
https://www.thedailybeast.com/by-pushing-out-filthy-rich-vladimir-plahotniuc-moldova-takes-the-lead-in-de-oligarchization?ref=author
https://www.thedailybeast.com/by-pushing-out-filthy-rich-vladimir-plahotniuc-moldova-takes-the-lead-in-de-oligarchization?ref=author
https://gazeta.zn.ua/internal/konec-zolotogo-spokoystviya-_.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/163074-otrepetirovali-k-chemu-gotov-minsk-posle-zapada-2017.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/163074-otrepetirovali-k-chemu-gotov-minsk-posle-zapada-2017.html
https://newsbase.com/topstories/gazprom-takes-moldova-court-over-unpaid-gas-bill


 

551 
 

from the NewsMaker Website, January 31, 2018. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kak-sib-na-golovu-v-rukovodstve-gosuchrezhdeniy-

mogut-poyavitsya-sotrudniki-gosbez-20605. 

 NewsMaker. 2015b. “Kitaiskie kompanii vyrazili zainteresovannost’ v investirovanii v 

Moldovu.” [“Chinese companies have expressed interest in investing in Moldova.”] 

November 7, 2015. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitayskie-kompanii-vyrazili-zainteresovannost-v-

investirovanii-v-moldovu-19804/. 

NewsMaker. 2015c. “Turtsiya realizuet b Gagauzii novye sotsial’no-ekonomicheskie 

proekty.” [“Turkey implements new socio-economic projects in Gagauzia.”] May 22, 

2015. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 16, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/turtsiya-realizuet-v-gagauzii-novye-sotsialno-

ekonomicheskie-proekty-13143. 

NewsMaker. 2016a. “Antiterror opravdyvaet sredstva. SIB khotyat nadelit’ bezotkaznymi 

polnomochiyami.” [“Antiterror justifies the means. SIBs want to be give trouble free 

powers.”] August 5, 2016. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, January 31, 2018. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/antiterror-opravdyvaet-sredstva-sib-hotyat-

nadelit-bezotkaznymi-polnomochiyami-26589. 

NewsMaker. 2016b. “Kitai vnedrit v Moldove proekty po razvitiyu solnechnoi i vetrovoi 

energetiki.” [“China to introduce solar and wind energy development projects in 

Moldova.”] May 18, 2016. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kak-sib-na-golovu-v-rukovodstve-gosuchrezhdeniy-mogut-poyavitsya-sotrudniki-gosbez-20605
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kak-sib-na-golovu-v-rukovodstve-gosuchrezhdeniy-mogut-poyavitsya-sotrudniki-gosbez-20605
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitayskie-kompanii-vyrazili-zainteresovannost-v-investirovanii-v-moldovu-19804/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitayskie-kompanii-vyrazili-zainteresovannost-v-investirovanii-v-moldovu-19804/
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/turtsiya-realizuet-v-gagauzii-novye-sotsialno-ekonomicheskie-proekty-13143
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/turtsiya-realizuet-v-gagauzii-novye-sotsialno-ekonomicheskie-proekty-13143
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/antiterror-opravdyvaet-sredstva-sib-hotyat-nadelit-bezotkaznymi-polnomochiyami-26589
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/antiterror-opravdyvaet-sredstva-sib-hotyat-nadelit-bezotkaznymi-polnomochiyami-26589


 

552 
 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitay-vnedrit-v-moldove-proekty-po-razvitiyu-

solnechnoy-i-vetrovoy-energetiki-25154/. 

NewsMaker. 2016c. “Na realizatsiyu trekh proektov Kitai vydelit Moldove grant v razmere 

€2,6 Mln.” [“China will allocate a grant of €2.6 million to Moldova for three projects.”] 

June 21, 2016. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/na-realizatsiyu-treh-proektov-kitay-vydelit-

moldove-grant-v-razmere-2-6-mln-25782/. 

NewsMaker. 2016d. ““Naibol’shaya opasnost’ – v tom, chto pravitel’stvo prodolzhaet 

imitirovat’ reformy.”” [““The greatest danger is that the government continues to 

imitate reforms.””] March 29, 2016. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 

10, 2019. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/naibolshaya-opasnost-v-tom-chto-

pravitelstvo-prodolzhaet-imitirovat-reformy-23642. 

NewsMaker. 2016e. “V khode protestov postradal 31 chelovek, 11 politseiskikh 

gospitalizirovany.” [“During the protests, 31 people were injured, 11 policemen were 

hospitalised.”] January 21, 2016. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, January 31, 

2018. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/v-hode-protestov-postradal-31-chelovek-11-

politseyskih-gospitalizirovany-21776.  

NewsMaker. 2017a. ““Otzyvat’ deputatov – nedemokratichno.” Glava delegatsii ES v 

Kishineve vyskazalsya po povodu moldavskogo referendum.” [““To recall deputies is 

undemocratic.” The head of the EU delegation in Chisinau spoke about the Moldovan 

referendum.”] December 2, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, December 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitay-vnedrit-v-moldove-proekty-po-razvitiyu-solnechnoy-i-vetrovoy-energetiki-25154/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/kitay-vnedrit-v-moldove-proekty-po-razvitiyu-solnechnoy-i-vetrovoy-energetiki-25154/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/na-realizatsiyu-treh-proektov-kitay-vydelit-moldove-grant-v-razmere-2-6-mln-25782/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/na-realizatsiyu-treh-proektov-kitay-vydelit-moldove-grant-v-razmere-2-6-mln-25782/
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/naibolshaya-opasnost-v-tom-chto-pravitelstvo-prodolzhaet-imitirovat-reformy-23642
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/naibolshaya-opasnost-v-tom-chto-pravitelstvo-prodolzhaet-imitirovat-reformy-23642
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/v-hode-protestov-postradal-31-chelovek-11-politseyskih-gospitalizirovany-21776
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/v-hode-protestov-postradal-31-chelovek-11-politseyskih-gospitalizirovany-21776


 

553 
 

2, 2018. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/otzyvat-deputatov-nedemokratichno-

glava-delegatsii-es-v-kishineve-vyskazalsya-po-p-40436.  

NewsMaker. 2017b. “Vladimir Plakhotniyuc slivaet telekanaly Canal 2 i Canal 3 pereshli pod 

kontrol’ ego sovetnika.” [“Vladimir Plahotniuc drains the TV channels. Canal 2 and 

Canal 3 came under the control of his adviser.”] May 12, 2017. Accessed from the 

NewsMaker Website, February 27, 2018. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vladimir-

plahotnyuk-slivaet-telekanaly-canal-2-i-canal-3-pereshli-pod-kontrol-ego-31317.  

NewsMaker. 2018a. “Dodon provel nezaplanirovannuyu vstrechu s prezidentom Turtsii v 

aeroportu Stambula.” [“Dodon held an unplanned meeting with the Turkish president 

at Istanbul Airport.”] March 18, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 

16, 2019. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/dodon-provel-nezaplanirovannuyu-

vstrechu-s-prezidentom-turtsii-v-aeroportu-stambul-36546. 

NewsMaker. 2018b. “Itogi dnya: o tom, pochemu v Moldove ne Singapur, za chto posol 

SShA pokhvalil Plakhotnyuka i zachem evakuirovali parlament.” [“The results of the 

day: about why Singapore is not Moldova, about why the US ambassador praised 

Plahotniuc and why the parliament was evacuated.”] September 20, 2018. Accessed 

from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-pochemu-v-moldove-ne-

singapur-za-chto-posol-ssha-pohvalil-plahotn-39215/. 

NewsMaker. 2018c. “O chem Plakhotnyuk i Erdogan? V odnom abzatse i odnom video.” 

[“What did Plahotniuc and Erdogan talk about? In one paragraph and one video.”] 

October 18, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 16, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/otzyvat-deputatov-nedemokratichno-glava-delegatsii-es-v-kishineve-vyskazalsya-po-p-40436
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/otzyvat-deputatov-nedemokratichno-glava-delegatsii-es-v-kishineve-vyskazalsya-po-p-40436
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vladimir-plahotnyuk-slivaet-telekanaly-canal-2-i-canal-3-pereshli-pod-kontrol-ego-31317
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/vladimir-plahotnyuk-slivaet-telekanaly-canal-2-i-canal-3-pereshli-pod-kontrol-ego-31317
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/dodon-provel-nezaplanirovannuyu-vstrechu-s-prezidentom-turtsii-v-aeroportu-stambul-36546
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/dodon-provel-nezaplanirovannuyu-vstrechu-s-prezidentom-turtsii-v-aeroportu-stambul-36546
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-pochemu-v-moldove-ne-singapur-za-chto-posol-ssha-pohvalil-plahotn-39215/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-pochemu-v-moldove-ne-singapur-za-chto-posol-ssha-pohvalil-plahotn-39215/


 

554 
 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/o-chem-govorili-plahotnyuk-i-erdogan-v-odnom-

abzatse-i-odnom-video-39665. 

Nezavisimaya Gazeta. 2007. “Kul’t lichnosti Nazarbaeva.” [“The Cult of Personality of 

Nazarabyev.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 98. May 23, 2007: 2.  

Nezavisimaya Gazeta. 2016. “SOBR dlya Prezidenta vs. SOBR dlya naroda.” [“SWAT for the 

President vs. SWAT for the People.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 70. April 8, 2016: 

2.  

Nezavisimaya Moldova. 2005. “Posol Belarusi vstretilsya s Moldavskimi parlamentariyami.” 

[“The ambassador of Belarus meets with Moldovan parliamentarians.”] Nezavisimaya 

Moldova. Number 213. November 9, 2005: 5.  

Nezavisimaya Moldova. 2011a. “Posol Rossii podtverzhdaet, chto v sluchae vstupleniya 

Moldovy v Evraziyskiy Ekonomicheskiy Soyuz tseny na gaz dlya nee budut snizheny.” 

[“Russian ambassador confirms that if Moldova joins the Eurasian Economic Union, 

gas prices for it will be reduced.”] Nezavisimaya Moldova. Number 158. November 30, 

2011: 1.  

Nezavisimaya Moldova. 2011b. “Posol Rossii Valeriy Kuzmin: “Khoroshim primerom 

potentsial’nykh vozmozhnostei i effektivnosti otnosheniy nashikh stolits govoryat 

rezultaty peregovorov mera Moskvy Sergeya Sobyanina i kandidata na gost 

general’nogo primara Kishineva Igorya Dodina.” [“Russia ambassador Valery Kuzmin: 

“A good example of potential opportunities and efficiency of the relations of our 

capitals are the results of the negotiations of Mayor Sergei Sobyanin and the 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/o-chem-govorili-plahotnyuk-i-erdogan-v-odnom-abzatse-i-odnom-video-39665
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/o-chem-govorili-plahotnyuk-i-erdogan-v-odnom-abzatse-i-odnom-video-39665


 

555 
 

candidate for Mayor of Chisinau Igor Dodon.”] Nezavisimaya Moldova. Number 79. 

June 10, 2011: 4.  

Nezavisimyi Institut Sotsial’no-Ekonomicheskikh i Politicheskikh Issledovaniy. 2016. “Iyun’ 

2016: Zastoi na Ostrove Stabilnost’.” [“June 2016: Stability on the Island of Stability.”] 

June 2016. Accssed from the Nezavisimyi Institut Sotsial’no-Ekonomicheskikh i 

Politicheskikh Issledovaniy Website, July 20, 2018. http://www.iiseps.org/?p=4713.  

Nguyen, Thi Quynh Trang. 2015. “Conducting semi-structured interviews with the 

Vietnamese.” Qualitative Research Journal. 15 (1): 35-46. 

Nicolae, Cătălin. 2019. “Tot ce trebuie să știi despre criza din Republic Moldova și greșelile 

făcute de România.” [“Everything you need to know about the crisis in the Republic of 

Moldova and the mistakes made by Romania.”] June 11, 2019. Accessed from the 

Vice.com Website, September 2, 2019. https://www.vice.com/ro/article/7xgded/ce-

trebuie-sa-stii-despre-criza-din-republica-moldova. 

Nikol’skiy, Aleksei, Mukhametshina, Elena and Kozlov, Petr. 2016. “Natsional’naya gvardiya 

stanet moshchnym silovym vedomstvom.” [“The National Guard will become a 

powerful security agency.”] April 6, 2016. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, 

March 17, 2018. https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/04/06/636601-

natsionalnaya-gvardiya. 

Noi.md. 2019. “Istorik nazval imena, sluzhby i uchrezhdeniya Rumynii, podderzhavshie 

Plakhotnyuka.” [“The historian named the names, services and institutions of Romania 

that supported Plahotniuc.”] June 25, 2019. Accessed from the Point.md Website, 

http://www.iiseps.org/?p=4713
https://www.vice.com/ro/article/7xgded/ce-trebuie-sa-stii-despre-criza-din-republica-moldova
https://www.vice.com/ro/article/7xgded/ce-trebuie-sa-stii-despre-criza-din-republica-moldova
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/04/06/636601-natsionalnaya-gvardiya
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2016/04/06/636601-natsionalnaya-gvardiya


 

556 
 

August 27, 2019. https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/istorik-nazval-imena-sluzhby-i-

uchrezhdeniia-rumynii-podderzhavshie-plakhotniuka. 

Novaya Gazeta. 2007. “Udachnyi Kooperativ.” [“Successful cooperative.”] Novaya Gazeta. 

Number 27. April 16, 2007: 15. 

Novaya Gazeta. 2011. “V stolitsu vvedeny voiska.” [“Troops were brought to the capital.”] 

Novaya Gazeta. Number 137. December 7, 2011: 6. 

Novaya Gazeta. 2016a. “Gubernatory.” [“Governors.”] April 3, 2016. Accessed from the 

Novaya Gazeta Website, February 11, 2018. http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/4-

gubernatori.  

Novaya Gazeta. 2016b. “Kak ubivali Borisa Nemtsova.” [“How to kill Boris Nemtsov.”] 

February 23, 2016. Accessed from the Novaya Gazeta Website, March 29, 2017. 

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/02/24/67540-kak-ubivali-borisa-

nemtsova.  

Novaya Gazeta. 2016c. “Parlamentarii.” [“Parliamentarians.”] April 3, 2016. Accessed from 

the Novaya Gazeta Website, February 11, 2018. http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/5-

parlamentarii.  

Novaya Gazeta. 2016d. “Siloviki i ikh rodstvenniki.” [“The siloviki and their relatives.”] April 

3, 2016. Accessed from the Novaya Gazeta Website, February 11, 2018. 

http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/13-siloviki.  

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/istorik-nazval-imena-sluzhby-i-uchrezhdeniia-rumynii-podderzhavshie-plakhotniuka
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/istorik-nazval-imena-sluzhby-i-uchrezhdeniia-rumynii-podderzhavshie-plakhotniuka
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/4-gubernatori
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/4-gubernatori
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/02/24/67540-kak-ubivali-borisa-nemtsova
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2016/02/24/67540-kak-ubivali-borisa-nemtsova
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/5-parlamentarii
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/5-parlamentarii
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/13-siloviki


 

557 
 

Novaya Gazeta. 2016e. “Zoloto partitury.” [“Golden scores.”] April 3, 2016. Accessed from 

the Novaya Gazeta Website, February 11, 2018. http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/12-

zoloto-partituri.  

Novaya Gazeta. 2017. “Uflain.” [“Offline.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 112. October 9, 2017: 2. 

Novye Izvestiya. 2000. “Vladimir Rushailo i Yuriy Kravchenko druzhat v Kieve.” [“Vladimir 

Rushailo and Yuri Kravchenko are friends in Kiev.”] Novye Izvestiya. Number 127. July 

19, 2000: 2.  

Nuttall, Clare. 2017. “Interview: Moldova’s populist pro-Russian ‘hand grenade’.” March 24, 

2017. Accessed from the Intellinews Website, January 16, 2018. 

http://www.intellinews.com/interview-moldova-s-populist-pro-russian-hand-grenade-

118209/.  

Ó Beacháin, Donnacha and Polese, Abel. 2010. “What Happened to the Colour Revolutions? 

Authoritarian Responses from Former Soviet Spaces.” Journal of International and 

Area Studies. 17 (2): 31-51.  

O’Donnell, Guillermo and Schmitter, Philippe C. 2013. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: 

Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore, MD: The Johns 

Hopkins University Press.  

O’Loughlin, John, Ward, Michael D, Lofdahl, Corey L, Cohen, Jordin S, Brown, David S, Reilly, 

David, Gleditsch, Kristian S and Shin, Michael. 1998. “The Diffusion of Democracy, 

1946-1994.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 88 (4): 545-574. 

http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/12-zoloto-partituri
http://krug.novayagazeta.ru/12-zoloto-partituri
http://www.intellinews.com/interview-moldova-s-populist-pro-russian-hand-grenade-118209/
http://www.intellinews.com/interview-moldova-s-populist-pro-russian-hand-grenade-118209/


 

558 
 

 Oberschall, Anthony. 1996. “Opportunities and framing in the Eastern European revolts of 

1989.” In Comparative perspectives on social movements: Political opportunities, 

mobilizing structures, and cultural framings edited by Doug McAdam, John D 

McCarthy, Mayer N Zald. New York: Cambridge University Press: 93-121. 

Obinger, Herbert, Schmitt, Carina and Starke Peter. 2013. “Policy Diffusion and Policy 

Transfer in Comparative Welfare State Research.” Social Policy & Administration. 47 

(1): 111-129.  

Obozrevatel’. 2016. “Killerom okazalas’ zhenshchina: opublikovano video zakladki 

vzryvchatki pod avtomobil’ Sheremeta.” [“The killer was a woman: a video of the 

explosives placed under Sheremet’s car.”] July 22, 2016. Accessed from the 

Obozrevatel.ua Website, July 1, 2017. https://www.obozrevatel.com/crime/70936-

ubijstvo-pavel-sheremet-video-zakladka-vzryivchatka-vzriv-killer-zhenshina.htm.  

Obydenkova, Anastassia and Libman, Alexander. 2012. “The impact of external factors on 

regime transition: Lessons from the Russian regions.” Post-Soviet Affairs. 28 (3): 346-

401.  

Obydenkova, Anastassia and Libman, Alexander. 2015. “Modern External Influences and the 

Multilevel Regime Transition: Theory-Building.” In Autocratic and Democratic External 

Influences in Post-Soviet Eurasia edited by Anastassia Obydenkova and Alexander 

Libman. Farnham and Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing: 7-43. 

Obydenkova, Anastasia V and Libman, Alexandrer. 2019. Authoritarian Regionalism in the 

World of International Organizations. New York: Oxford University Press. 

https://www.obozrevatel.com/crime/70936-ubijstvo-pavel-sheremet-video-zakladka-vzryivchatka-vzriv-killer-zhenshina.htm
https://www.obozrevatel.com/crime/70936-ubijstvo-pavel-sheremet-video-zakladka-vzryivchatka-vzriv-killer-zhenshina.htm


 

559 
 

Odissonova, Viktoriya, Dokshin, Vlad and Artem’eva, Anna. 2019. “Kak politsiya i 

Rosgvardiya tselyi den’ bili moskvichei.” [“How the police and the Rosguard beat 

Muscovites all day.”] July 27, 2019. Accessed from the Novaya Gazeta Website, August 

12, 2019. https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/07/27/81396-27-iyulya-

fotografii. 

Olearchyk, Roman and Hille, Kathrin. 2016. “Ukraine’s ‘Joan of Arc’ Nadia Savchenko awaits 

Russian murder verdict.” March 21, 2016. Accessed from the Financial Times Website, 

June 1, 2018. https://www.ft.com/content/ccc09096-ecf4-11e5-bb79-2303682345c8. 

 Oleksiyenko, Oles’. 2013. “Malchat’! Sidet’! Doki opozitsioneri vigoloshuyut’ chergovi 

radikal’ni initsiatvi, rezhim Yanukovicha zmitsnyue svoi poztsiy.” [“Shut up! Sit down! 

While the opposition announce radical new initiatives, the Yanukovych regime 

strengthens its positions.”] Ukrains’kiy Tizhden’. 13 (281). 

Oleksy, Piotr. 2016. “Moldova. Values and geopolitics.” May 17, 2016. Accessed from the 

New Eastern Europe Website, May 30, 2016. 

http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1996-moldova-values-

and-geopolitics.  

Oleksy, Piotr. 2018. “Old Moldova in new Europe.” New Eastern Europe. 34 (6): 92-98.  

Olimpieva, Irina. 2017. “Russian Truck Drivers against the Platon tax, Round 2.” May 17, 

2017. Accessed from the Wilson Centre Website, January 26, 2019. 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/russian-truck-drivers-against-the-platon-tax-

round-2.  

https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/07/27/81396-27-iyulya-fotografii
https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/07/27/81396-27-iyulya-fotografii
https://www.ft.com/content/ccc09096-ecf4-11e5-bb79-2303682345c8
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1996-moldova-values-and-geopolitics
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1996-moldova-values-and-geopolitics
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/russian-truck-drivers-against-the-platon-tax-round-2
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/russian-truck-drivers-against-the-platon-tax-round-2


 

560 
 

Olszański, Tadeusz A. 2014. “Ukraine’s political partiesat the start of the election campaign.” 

Septmber 17, 2014. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, 

January 17, 2018. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-09-

17/ukraines-political-parties-start-election-campaign.  

Olszański, Tadeusz A and Iwański, Tadeusz. 2016. “Ukraine: A new government, as a result 

of a compromise between the President and the oligarchs.” April 20, 2016. Accessed 

from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-04-20/ukraine-a-new-

government-a-result-a-compromise-between-president-and.  

Orenstein, Mitchell A. 2019. The Lands In Between: Russia vs. the West and the New Politics 

of Hybrid War. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Orenstein, Mitchell A and Mizsei, Kálmán. 2014. “Moldova in the Middle.” April 14, 2014. 

Accessed from the Foreign Affairs Website, July 31, 2016. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2014-04-14/moldova-

middle. 

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project. 2017a. “Killing Pavel.” May 10, 2017. 

Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project Website, July 1, 

2017. https://www.occrp.org/en/documentaries/killing-pavel/. 

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project. 2017b. “The Russian banks and Putin’s 

Cousin.” August 22, 2014. Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption 

Reporting Project Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/laundromat/the-russian-banks-and-putins-cousin/.  

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-09-17/ukraines-political-parties-start-election-campaign
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-09-17/ukraines-political-parties-start-election-campaign
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-04-20/ukraine-a-new-government-a-result-a-compromise-between-president-and
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2016-04-20/ukraine-a-new-government-a-result-a-compromise-between-president-and
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2014-04-14/moldova-middle
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2014-04-14/moldova-middle
https://www.occrp.org/en/documentaries/killing-pavel/
https://www.occrp.org/en/laundromat/the-russian-banks-and-putins-cousin/


 

561 
 

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project. 2017c. “The Russian laundromat 

exposed.” March 20, 2017. Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption 

Reporting Project Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.occrp.org/ru/laundromat/the-russian-laundromat-exposed/. 

Ortmann, Stephan and Thompson, Mark R. 2014. “China’s obsession with Singapore: 

learning authoritarian modernity.” The Pacific Review. 27 (3): 433-455. 

Ortmann, Stephan and Thompson, Mark R. 2016. “China and the “Singapore Model.”” 

Journal of Democracy. 27 (1): 39-48. 

Osetinskaya, Elizaveta. 2017. “Casting the Stars of the Kremlin’s Next Show: Elections 2018 

(Op-Ed.)” October 10, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 27, 

2018. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/casting-the-stars-of-the-kremlins-next-

show-elections-2018-op-ed-59216.  

Osin, Vladimir. 2017. “A nado li Ksenii Sobchak sozdabat’ “novuyu sistemu?”” [“Does Ksenia 

Sobchak need to create a “new system?””] October 1, 2017. Accessed from the Ekho 

Moskovy Website, February 9, 2019. 

https://echo.msk.ru/blog/advokatvladimir/2102590-echo/.  

Ostryzniuk, Evan. 2014. “Akmetov says Donbas is part of Ukraine, denies meeting with 

Putin.” April 8, 2014. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/akhmetov-says-

donbas-is-part-of-ukraine-denies-meeting-with-putin-342525.html.  

https://www.occrp.org/ru/laundromat/the-russian-laundromat-exposed/
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/casting-the-stars-of-the-kremlins-next-show-elections-2018-op-ed-59216
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/casting-the-stars-of-the-kremlins-next-show-elections-2018-op-ed-59216
https://echo.msk.ru/blog/advokatvladimir/2102590-echo/
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/akhmetov-says-donbas-is-part-of-ukraine-denies-meeting-with-putin-342525.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/war-against-ukraine/akhmetov-says-donbas-is-part-of-ukraine-denies-meeting-with-putin-342525.html


 

562 
 

Otkroi Novost’. 2017. “Pavel Filip v Belarusi // Zona svobodnoi torgovli s ES otkryvaet novye 

vozmozhnosti dlya biznesa.” [“Pavel Filip in Belarus // Free trade zone with the EU 

opeans up new business opportunities.”] June 6, 2017. Accessed from the Deschide 

Website, December 19, 2017. 

https://deschide.md/ru/russian_news/politic_ru/12789/Павел-Филип-в-Беларуси--

Зона-свободной-торговли-с-ЕС-открывает-новые-возможности-для-бизнеса.htm.  

Otkrytaya Rossii. 2016. “Tainye ucheniya Natsgvardii v Podmoskov’e 7 aprelya 2016 goda.” 

[“Secret Teachings of the National Guard in Moscow April 7, 2016.”] April 8, 2016. 

Accessed from the Otkrytaya Rossii Website, May 27, 2017. 

https://openrussia.org/post/view/14173/. 

OVD-Info. 2019. “Spisok zaderzhannykh na aktsii protiv nedopuska kandidatov na vybory 27 

iyulya 2019 goda.” [“The list of detainees for actions against the non-admission of 

candidates to the elections on July 27, 2019.”] Retrieved from the OVD-Info Website, 

July 30, 2019. https://ovdinfo.org/news/2019/07/27/spisok-zaderzhannyh-na-akcii-

protiv-nedopuska-kandidatov-na-vybory-27-iyulya-2019. 

Ovsyannikov, Ivan. 2019. “Rossiya: protestnoe dvizhenie molodeet, leveet i bedneet.” 

[“Russia: the protest movement is getting younger, left and poorer.”] Accessed from 

the Eurasianet.org Website, July 8, 2019. https://russian.eurasianet.org/ россия-

протестное-движение-молодеет-левеет-и-беднеет. 

Ozerova, Marina. 2016. “Volodina Duma.” [“Volodin’s Duma.”] Moskovskiy Komsomolets. 

Number 284. December 22, 2016: 1.  

https://deschide.md/ru/russian_news/politic_ru/12789/Павел-Филип-в-Беларуси--Зона-свободной-торговли-с-ЕС-открывает-новые-возможности-для-бизнеса.htm
https://deschide.md/ru/russian_news/politic_ru/12789/Павел-Филип-в-Беларуси--Зона-свободной-торговли-с-ЕС-открывает-новые-возможности-для-бизнеса.htm
https://openrussia.org/post/view/14173/
https://ovdinfo.org/news/2019/07/27/spisok-zaderzhannyh-na-akcii-protiv-nedopuska-kandidatov-na-vybory-27-iyulya-2019
https://ovdinfo.org/news/2019/07/27/spisok-zaderzhannyh-na-akcii-protiv-nedopuska-kandidatov-na-vybory-27-iyulya-2019


 

563 
 

Padgett, Stephen. 2003. “Between synthesis and emulation: EU policy transfer in the power 

sector.” Journal of European Public Policy. 10 (2): 227-245.  

Padhol, Uladzimir M and Marples, David R. 2011. “The 2010 Presidential Election in 

Belarus.” Problems of Post-Communism. 58 (1): 3-16. 

Pakhol’nitskiy, Nikolai. 2018. “Ot prezidentury do tsirka. Kak v Moldove prinimali Erdogan.” 

[“From the presidency to the circus. How Erdogan was taken around Moldova.”] 

October 17, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 16, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ot-prezidentury-do-tsirka-kak-v-moldove-

prinimali-erdogana-39662. 

Pallin, Carolina Vendil. 2017. “Russia’s Presidential Domestic Policy Directorate: HQ for 

Defeat-Proofing Russian Politics.” Demokratizatsiya. 25 (3): 255-278.  

Pankovets, Zmitser. 2017. “Za lager’ boevikov vydayut ofitsial’no zaregistrirovannyi 

patrioticheskii lager’ pod Osipovichami.” [“For the militants camp there is an officially 

registered camp near Osipovichi.”] March 22, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by 

Website, May 29, 2017. http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154107-za-lager-boevikov-

vydayut-oficialno-zaregistrirovannyy-patrioticheskiy-lager-pod-osipovichami.html.  

Paramonov, Boris. 2007. “Russkiy evropeets Nikolai Trubetskoi.” [“Russian European Nikolai 

Trubetskoy.”] August 24, 2007. Accessed from the Svoboda Website, October 28, 

2017. https://www.svoboda.org/a/408636.html.  

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ot-prezidentury-do-tsirka-kak-v-moldove-prinimali-erdogana-39662
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ot-prezidentury-do-tsirka-kak-v-moldove-prinimali-erdogana-39662
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154107-za-lager-boevikov-vydayut-oficialno-zaregistrirovannyy-patrioticheskiy-lager-pod-osipovichami.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/154107-za-lager-boevikov-vydayut-oficialno-zaregistrirovannyy-patrioticheskiy-lager-pod-osipovichami.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/408636.html


 

564 
 

Parfitt, Tom. 2005. “‘Racist’ Russian TV advert investigated.” November 10, 2005. Accessed 

from The Guardian Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/nov/10/russia.tomparfitt.  

Park Woolf, Beverly. 2009. Building Intelligent Interactive Tutors: Student centred strategies 

for revolutionizing e-learning. Burlington, MA: Elsevier.  

Parshin, Konstantin. 2014. “Tajikistan: Dushanbe Considering Bill to Restrict NGO Funding.” 

Accessed from the Eurasianet.org Website, July 14, 2019. 

https://eurasianet.org/tajikistan-dushanbe-considering-bill-to-restrict-ngo-funding. 

 Parsons, Craig. 2010. “Constructivism and Interpretive Theory.” In Theory and Methods in 

Political Science edited by David Marsh and Gerry Stoker. 3rd edition. Basingstoke and 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan: 80-98. 

Pasochnik, Vasiliy. 2013. “Proekt gosbyudzheta-2014: son razuma prodolzhaetsya.” [“Draft 

state budget 2014: the dream continues.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 48. December 21, 

2013: 1. 

Pastukhova, Alina. 2011a. “Preventivni zakhodi: vlada shukae sposobi obmezhiti diyal’nist’ 

hromads’kikh organizatsiy.” [“Preventive measures: The authorities are looking for 

ways to limit the activities of NGOs.”] Ukrains’kiy Tizhden’. 48 (213). 

Pastukhova, Alina. 2011b. “Reiderstvo shlyakhom reformi.” [“Raiding through reform.”] 

Ukrains’kiy Tizhden’. 13 (178). 

Paun, Carmen. 2017. “Romanians protest government plan to commute sentences.” January 

22, 2017. Accessed from the Politico Website, July 14, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/nov/10/russia.tomparfitt
https://eurasianet.org/tajikistan-dushanbe-considering-bill-to-restrict-ngo-funding


 

565 
 

http://www.politico.eu/article/romanians-protest-government-plan-to-commute-

sentences/.  

Pavlovskiy, Gleb. 2016a. “Russian Politics Under Putin.” Foreign Affairs. 95 (3): 10-17. 

Pavlovskiy, Gleb. 2016b. “Stsena perekhodnogo vremeni.” [“Transition time scene.”] 

October 12, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 

2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64833.  

Pavlovskiy, Gleb. 2017. “Nobody’s President? Putin Enters the Era of Transition (Op-Ed.)” 

November 29, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/president-putin-enters-the-era-of-transition-

59742.   

Pechenko, Semen. 2017. “Ekspert: Sistema belorusskoi vlasti porochna.” [“Expert: the 

system of Belarusian power is vicious.”] November 22, 2017. Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, January 21, 2018. http://udf.by/localelections20128/analitika-

mestnye-vybory-2018/165482-ekspert-sistema-belorusskoy-vlasti-porochna.html. 

 Peiu, Petrișor. 2019. “Expert FUMN: Numele “Plahotniuc” inspăimântă moldovenii: 

România – unicul sponsor politic al unui regim detestat acasă la el.” [“FUMN expert: 

The name “Plahotniuc” scares Moldovans; Romania- the only political sponsor of a 

regime detested at home.”] February 18, 2019. Accessed from the Jurnal.md Website, 

August 27, 2019. http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/7943506acdbe08c8/expert-fumn-

numele-plahotniuc-inspaimanta-moldovenii-romania-unicul-sponsor-politic-al-unui-

regim-detestat-acasa-la-el.html. 

http://www.politico.eu/article/romanians-protest-government-plan-to-commute-sentences/
http://www.politico.eu/article/romanians-protest-government-plan-to-commute-sentences/
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64833
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/president-putin-enters-the-era-of-transition-59742
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/president-putin-enters-the-era-of-transition-59742
http://udf.by/localelections20128/analitika-mestnye-vybory-2018/165482-ekspert-sistema-belorusskoy-vlasti-porochna.html
http://udf.by/localelections20128/analitika-mestnye-vybory-2018/165482-ekspert-sistema-belorusskoy-vlasti-porochna.html
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/7943506acdbe08c8/expert-fumn-numele-plahotniuc-inspaimanta-moldovenii-romania-unicul-sponsor-politic-al-unui-regim-detestat-acasa-la-el.html
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/7943506acdbe08c8/expert-fumn-numele-plahotniuc-inspaimanta-moldovenii-romania-unicul-sponsor-politic-al-unui-regim-detestat-acasa-la-el.html
http://www.jurnal.md/ro/news/7943506acdbe08c8/expert-fumn-numele-plahotniuc-inspaimanta-moldovenii-romania-unicul-sponsor-politic-al-unui-regim-detestat-acasa-la-el.html


 

566 
 

Pernstein, Daniel, Meserve, Stephen A and Melton, James. 2010. “Democratic Compromise: 

A Latent Variable Analysis of Ten Measures of Regime Type.” Political Analysis. 18 (4): 

426-449.  

Pertsev, Andrei. 2013. “Kommunisty tryacut starinoi.” [“Communists shake off the old 

days.”] August 26, 2013. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2013/08/26_a_5607597.shtml?updated.  

Pertsev, Andrei. 2016. “Pochemu Kreml’ opyat’ reshil sozdat’ pravuyu partiyu.” [“Why the 

Kremlin decided to create a right-wing party.”] February 24, 2016. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/62863.  

Pertsev, Andrei. 2017a. “Metodologiya Sobchak. Kak vydvizhenie televedushchei v 

prezidenty stalo model’yu rossiyskoi politiki.” [“The methodology of Sobchak. The TV 

presenter’s nomination became a model of Russian politics.”] September 29, 2017. 

Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 27, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/73258.  

Pertsev, Andrei. 2017b. “Po zakonam klassitsizma. O chem govoryat obstoyatel’stva 

vydvizheniya Putina.” [“According to the laws of classicism. What are the 

circumstances of Putin’s nomination?”] December 7, 2017. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://carnegie.ru/commentary/74946. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2013/08/26_a_5607597.shtml?updated
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/62863
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/73258
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/74946


 

567 
 

Peshkov, Vladimir. 2016. “The Donbas: Back in the USSR.” September 1, 2016. Accessed 

from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, September 23, 2016. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/article/essay_the_donbas_back_in_the_ussr. 

Petrov, Nikolai. 2011a. “Miting “Nashikh” okazalsya mnogochislennee meroprityatiya 

oppozitsii.” [““Nashi” rally proved to be more numerous than opposition activities.”] 

December 6, 2011. Accessed from the Infox.ru Website, March 13, 2017. 

http://www.infox.ru/authority/mans/2011/12/06/Miting_Nashih_okazal_print.phtml

. 

Petrov, Nikolai. 2011b. “Poslednie pered Dumskimi.” [“The last before the Duma.”] March 

10, 2011. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/2011/03/10/ru-pub-42989. 

Petrov, Nikolay. 2011c. “The Nomenklatura and the Elite.” In Russia in 2020: Scenarios for 

the Future edited by Maria Lipman and Nikolay Petrov. Washington, DC: Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace: 499-530.  

Petrovskaya, Galina. 2012. “Boikot Beolorusskoi oppozitsiei vyborov v parlament: otsenki 

razlichny.” [“Belarusian opposition boycotts parliamentary elections: estimates vary.”] 

May 9, 2012. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, November 10, 2019. 

https://www.dw.com/ru/бойкот-белорусской-оппозицей-выборов-в-парламент-

оценки-различы/a-16220846. 

Petrovskaya, Galina. 2015. “Belorusskii segment internet: pod kolpakom gosudarstva.” 

[“Belarusian internet segment: under the control of the state.”] September 24, 2015. 

Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, October 22, 2017. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/article/essay_the_donbas_back_in_the_ussr
http://www.infox.ru/authority/mans/2011/12/06/Miting_Nashih_okazal_print.phtml
http://www.infox.ru/authority/mans/2011/12/06/Miting_Nashih_okazal_print.phtml
http://carnegie.ru/2011/03/10/ru-pub-42989
https://www.dw.com/ru/бойкот-белорусской-оппозицей-выборов-в-парламент-оценки-различы/a-16220846
https://www.dw.com/ru/бойкот-белорусской-оппозицей-выборов-в-парламент-оценки-различы/a-16220846


 

568 
 

http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусский-сегмент-интернета-под-колпаком-у-

государства/a-18731953.  

Pezzulo, Giovanni, Butz, Martin V, Sigaud, Olivier and Baldassame, Gianluca. 2009. “From 

Sensorimotor to Higher Level Cognitive Processes: An Introduction to Anticipatory 

Behaviour Systems.” In Anticipatory Behaviour in Adaptive Learning Systems: From 

Psychological Theories to Artificial Cognitive Systems edited by Giovanni Pezzulo, 

Martin V Butz, Olivier Sigaud and Gianluca Baldassame. Berlin: Springer: 1-9. 

Pifer, Steven. 2017. “Will Ukraine join NATO? A course for disappointment.” July 25, 2017. 

Accessed from the Brookings Institution Website, February 2, 2019. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/07/25/will-ukraine-join-

nato-a-course-for-disappointment/.  

Pifer, Steven. 2018. “Russia vs. Ukraine: More of the same?” October 9, 2018. Accessed 

from the Brookings Institution Website, February 2, 2019. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/10/09/russia-vs-ukraine-

more-of-the-same/.  

Pikulik, Aleksei and Artemenko, Elena. 2014. ““Sotsial’nyi kontrakt:” dvoinaya strategiya.” 

[““The social contract:” two strategies.”] Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies 

Research Paper. Number 3. June 12, 2014. Accessed from the Belarusian Institute for 

Strategic Studies Website, May 23, 2016. https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2035.  

Pivovar, Eduard. 2012a. “Lavrov i Makei konkretizirovali dal’neishie shagi po ukrepleniyu 

soyuznykh otnosheniy.” [“Lavrov and Makei concretised further steps to stregthe 

http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусский-сегмент-интернета-под-колпаком-у-государства/a-18731953
http://www.dw.com/ru/белорусский-сегмент-интернета-под-колпаком-у-государства/a-18731953
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/07/25/will-ukraine-join-nato-a-course-for-disappointment/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/07/25/will-ukraine-join-nato-a-course-for-disappointment/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/10/09/russia-vs-ukraine-more-of-the-same/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/10/09/russia-vs-ukraine-more-of-the-same/
https://belinstitute.com/ru/node/2035


 

569 
 

union relations.”] September 19, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, January 6, 

2018. https://news.tut.by/politics/311588.html.  

Pivovar, Eduard. 2012b. “Petrishenko vruchil kopii veritel’nykh gramot v MVD Rossii.” 

[“Petrishenko presented copies of credentials to the Russian Foreign Ministry.”] 

September 12, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, December 4, 2017. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/310194.html.  

Plahotniuc, Vladimir. 2016. “Moldova belongs in the European Union, now more than ever.” 

February 10, 2016. Accessed from the Politico Website, October 25, 2017. 

https://www.politico.eu/article/moldova-belongs-in-the-european-union-now-more-

than-ever-eu-ascension-russia-nato/. 

Plahotniuc, Vladimir. 2017. “Moldova Steers A Path To Democracy And Reform.” April 11, 

2017. Accessed from the Daily Caller Website, August 23, 2019. 

https://dailycaller.com/2017/04/11/moldova-steers-a-path-to-democracy-and-

reform/. 

Plantan, Elizabeth. 2017. “Comparing Recent NGO Laws in Russia and China.” Accessed from 

the China File Website, July 14, 2019. 

http://www.chinafile.com/ngo/analysis/comparing-recent-ngo-laws-russia-and-china. 

Pleines, Heiko. 2016. “Oligarchs and Politics in Ukraine.” Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of 

Post-Soviet Democratization. 24 (1): 105-127. 

Plyuschev, Aleksandr. 2019. “Kommentariy: Protest peretekaet iz Moskvy v rossiyskie 

region.” [“Comment: Protest flows from Moscow to Russian regions.”] Accessed from 

https://news.tut.by/politics/311588.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/310194.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/moldova-belongs-in-the-european-union-now-more-than-ever-eu-ascension-russia-nato/
https://www.politico.eu/article/moldova-belongs-in-the-european-union-now-more-than-ever-eu-ascension-russia-nato/
https://dailycaller.com/2017/04/11/moldova-steers-a-path-to-democracy-and-reform/
https://dailycaller.com/2017/04/11/moldova-steers-a-path-to-democracy-and-reform/
http://www.chinafile.com/ngo/analysis/comparing-recent-ngo-laws-russia-and-china


 

570 
 

the Deutsche Welle Website, July 8, 2019. https://www.dw.com/ru/коментарий-

протест-из-москвы-в-российские-регионы/a-48778833. 

Podolyak, Mikhail. 2000. “Reklamshchik dlya prezidenta.” [“Advertiser for the President.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 28. July 24, 2000.  

Podrobnosti.ua. 2010. “Zurabov: V sluchae denonsatsii “Kharkovskogo dogovora” Ukraina 

prevratitsya ma stranu-izgoi.” [“Zurabov: In case of renunciation of the “Kharkiv 

Treaty” Ukraine will be an outcast.”] April 30, 2010. Accessed from the LB.ua Website, 

December 13, 2017. 

https://lb.ua/news/2010/04/30/42703_zurabov_v_sluchae_denonsatsii_ha.html. 

Point.md. 2006a. “V Kisheneve podpisan plan konsul’tatsiy mezhdu MID Rossii i Moldavii.” 

[“In Chisinau, a consulation plan has been signed between the Russian and Moldovan 

Foreign Ministries.”] October 11, 2006. Accessed from the Point.md Website, January 

4, 2018. https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/v-kishineve-podpisan-plan-konsuljtacij-

mezhdu-mid-rossii-i-moldavii. 

Point.md. 2006b. “V Moldove budet sozdan Tsentre po bor’be s terrorizmom.” [“Anti-

Terrorism Centre to be established in Moldova.”] November 2, 2006. Accessed from 

the Point.md Website, August 9, 2019. https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/v-

moldove-budet-sozdan-centr-po-borjbe-s-terrorizmom. 

Point.md. 2007a. “Kishinev. Spetssluzhby pereshli v ruki neprofessionala?!” [“Kishinev. 

Special services were passed into the hands of a layman?!”] November 2, 2007. 

Accessed from the Point.md Website, January 31, 2018. 

https://www.dw.com/ru/коментарий-протест-из-москвы-в-российские-регионы/a-48778833
https://www.dw.com/ru/коментарий-протест-из-москвы-в-российские-регионы/a-48778833
https://lb.ua/news/2010/04/30/42703_zurabov_v_sluchae_denonsatsii_ha.html
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/v-kishineve-podpisan-plan-konsuljtacij-mezhdu-mid-rossii-i-moldavii
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/v-kishineve-podpisan-plan-konsuljtacij-mezhdu-mid-rossii-i-moldavii
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/v-moldove-budet-sozdan-centr-po-borjbe-s-terrorizmom
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/v-moldove-budet-sozdan-centr-po-borjbe-s-terrorizmom


 

571 
 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinyov-specsluzhbi-pereshli-v-ruki-

neprofessionala.  

Point.md. 2007b. “Novyi director sluzhby informatsii i bezopasnosti.” [“The new director of 

the information and security services.”] November 2, 2007. Accessed from the 

Point.md Website, January 31, 2018. https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/novij-

direktor-sluzhbi-informacii-i-bezopasnosti.  

Point.md. 2008a. “Kishinev. Oppozitsiya sebya vydala?! Spetssluzhby vzyali sled!” [“Kishinev. 

The opposition betrayed itself?! The Special services are on the trail!”] February 21, 

2008. Accessed from the Point.md Website, January 31, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinev-oppoziciya-sebya-vidala-specsluzhbi-

vzyali-sled.  

Point.md. 2008b. “Moldova. Voronin brosil spetssluzhby na SMI i partii!” [“Moldova. 

Voronin threw special services on the media and the party!”] February 5, 2008. 

Accessed from the Point.md Website, January 31, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldova-voronin-brosil-specsluzhbi-na-smi-i-

partii.  

Point.md. 2008c. “Obzor moldavskikh gazet za 3 aprelya 2008 goda.” [“Review of the 

Moldovan press for April 3, 2008.”] April 3, 2008. Accessed from the Point.md 

Website, February 4, 2018. https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/obzor-

moldavskih-gazet-za-3-aprelya-2008-goda.  

Point.md. 2008d. “SIB budet borot’sya s oppozitsionnymi partiyami.” [“The SIB will fight 

with opposition parties.”] February 5, 2008. Accessed from the Point.md Website, 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinyov-specsluzhbi-pereshli-v-ruki-neprofessionala
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinyov-specsluzhbi-pereshli-v-ruki-neprofessionala
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/novij-direktor-sluzhbi-informacii-i-bezopasnosti
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/novij-direktor-sluzhbi-informacii-i-bezopasnosti
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinev-oppoziciya-sebya-vidala-specsluzhbi-vzyali-sled
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/kishinev-oppoziciya-sebya-vidala-specsluzhbi-vzyali-sled
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldova-voronin-brosil-specsluzhbi-na-smi-i-partii
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldova-voronin-brosil-specsluzhbi-na-smi-i-partii
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/obzor-moldavskih-gazet-za-3-aprelya-2008-goda
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/obzor-moldavskih-gazet-za-3-aprelya-2008-goda


 

572 
 

January 31, 2018. https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/sib-budet-borotjsya-s-

oppozicionnimi-partiyami. 

Point.md. 2009. ““Oranzhevaya revolyutsiya” v Moldove lopnula myl’nym puzyrem – Leonid 

Radzikhovskiy.” [““Orange Revolution” in Moldova was burst like a soap bubble – 

Leonid Radzikhovsky.”] April 15, 2009. Accessed from the Point.md Website, August 9, 

2019. https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/oranzhevaya-revolyuciya-v-moldove-

lopnula-miljnim-puzirem---leonid-radzihovskij. 

Point.md. 2012. “Moldova nakhoditsya na 116 meste v reitinge svobody pressy.” [“Moldova 

ranks 116th in press freedom rating”]. May 2, 2012. Accessed from the Point.md 

Website, August 10, 2019. https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/moldova-

nahoditsya-na-116-meste-v-rejtinge-svobodi-pressi. 

Point.md. 2013. “Rechan o zapisi telefonnykh razgovorov: “Da, eto moi golos.”” [“Rechan 

about the recording of telephone conversations: “Yes, this Iis my voice.””] October 1, 

2013. Accessed from the Point.md Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/rechan-o-zapisi-telefonnih-razgovorov58-

quotda-eto-moj-golosquot.  

Point.md. 2014. “Proevropeiskiy Kishinev ishchet strakhovku ot Maidana.” [“Pro-European 

Chisinau seeks insurance against Maidan.”] January 23, 2014. Accessed from the 

Point.md Website, August 12, 2019. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/proevropejskij-kishinev-ischet-strahovku-ot-

majdana. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/sib-budet-borotjsya-s-oppozicionnimi-partiyami
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/sib-budet-borotjsya-s-oppozicionnimi-partiyami
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/oranzhevaya-revolyuciya-v-moldove-lopnula-miljnim-puzirem---leonid-radzihovskij
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/oranzhevaya-revolyuciya-v-moldove-lopnula-miljnim-puzirem---leonid-radzihovskij
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/moldova-nahoditsya-na-116-meste-v-rejtinge-svobodi-pressi
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/moldova-nahoditsya-na-116-meste-v-rejtinge-svobodi-pressi
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/rechan-o-zapisi-telefonnih-razgovorov58-quotda-eto-moj-golosquot
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/rechan-o-zapisi-telefonnih-razgovorov58-quotda-eto-moj-golosquot
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/proevropejskij-kishinev-ischet-strahovku-ot-majdana
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/proevropejskij-kishinev-ischet-strahovku-ot-majdana


 

573 
 

Point.md. 2015. “Chto delat’, chtoby razvivat’ potentsial moldovskogo leya.” [“How to 

develop the potential of the Moldovan Leu.”] August 21, 2015. Accessed from the 

Point.md Website, August 23, 2019. https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/chto-

delatj-chtobi-razvivatj-potencial-moldavskogo-leya. 

Point.md. 2018a. “Igor Dodon vnov’ vremenno otstranen s posta prezidenta respubliki.” 

[“Igor Dodon was suspended again from the post of president of the republic.”] 

January 2, 2018. Accessed from the Point.md Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igor-dodon-vnov-vremenno-otstranen-s-posta-

prezidenta-respubliki.  

Point.md. 2018b. “Igor Dodona v pyatyi raz otstranili ot dolzhnosti prezidenta.” [“Igor 

Dodon was for the fifith time removed from office.”] December 10, 2018. Accessed 

from the Point.md Website, December 11, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igoria-dodona-v-piatyi-raz-otstranili-ot-

dolzhnosti-prezidenta.  

Polese, Abel and Ó Beacháin, Donnacha. 2011. “The Color Revolution Virus and 

Authoritarian Antidotes: Political Protest and Regime Counterattacks in Post-

Communist Spaces.” Demokratizatsiya. 19 (2): 111-132.  

Poletaev, Vladimir. 2006. “Obshchestvo. Nurgaliev rukovodit ucheniyami.” [“Society. 

Nurgaliev directs the exercises.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 87. April 26, 2006: 13.  

Politeka.net. 2016. “Partnery, druz’ya i kumov’ya: iz kogo sostoit “sem’ya” Poroshenko.” 

[“Partners, friends and cousins: who is Poroshenko’s “family.””] May 17, 2016. 

Accessed from the Politeka.net Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/chto-delatj-chtobi-razvivatj-potencial-moldavskogo-leya
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/chto-delatj-chtobi-razvivatj-potencial-moldavskogo-leya
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igor-dodon-vnov-vremenno-otstranen-s-posta-prezidenta-respubliki
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igor-dodon-vnov-vremenno-otstranen-s-posta-prezidenta-respubliki
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igoria-dodona-v-piatyi-raz-otstranili-ot-dolzhnosti-prezidenta
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/igoria-dodona-v-piatyi-raz-otstranili-ot-dolzhnosti-prezidenta


 

574 
 

https://politeka.net/news/219078-partnery-druzya-i-kumovya-iz-kogo-sostoit-semya-

poroshenko/.  

Polunin, Andrei and Petrov, Nikolai. 2011. “Politicheskaya sistema Rossii razvalitsya cherez 

dva goda?” [“Will the political system of Russia fall apart in two years?”] December 2, 

2011. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/2011/12/02/ru-pub-46220.  

Polyakova, Alina. 2016. “Why Europe Is Right to Fear Putin’s Useful idiots.” February 23, 

2016. Accessed from the Foreign Policy Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/02/23/why-europe-is-right-to-fear-putins-useful-

idiots/.  

Pomerantsev, Peter. 2013. “Russia: A Postmodern Dictatorship?” Accessed from the 

Legatum Institute Website, June 18, 2016. http://www.li.com/docs/default-

source/publications/pomeransev1_russia_imr_web_final.pdf?sfvrsn=4Peter.  

Pomerantsev, Peter. 2014. “The Hidden Author of Putinism.” November 7, 2014. Accessed 

from The Atlantic Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/11/hidden-author-putinism-

russia-vladislav-surkov/382489/.  

Pomerantsev, Peter. 2015. Nothing is true and Everything is Possible: Adventures in Modern 

Russia. London: Faber & Faber.  

Ponomarenko, Illia. 2018a. “Reform of state security service gets lost in bureaucratic maze.” 

May 11, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, May 11, 2018. 

https://politeka.net/news/219078-partnery-druzya-i-kumovya-iz-kogo-sostoit-semya-poroshenko/
https://politeka.net/news/219078-partnery-druzya-i-kumovya-iz-kogo-sostoit-semya-poroshenko/
http://carnegie.ru/2011/12/02/ru-pub-46220
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/02/23/why-europe-is-right-to-fear-putins-useful-idiots/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/02/23/why-europe-is-right-to-fear-putins-useful-idiots/
http://www.li.com/docs/default-source/publications/pomeransev1_russia_imr_web_final.pdf?sfvrsn=4Peter
http://www.li.com/docs/default-source/publications/pomeransev1_russia_imr_web_final.pdf?sfvrsn=4Peter
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/11/hidden-author-putinism-russia-vladislav-surkov/382489/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/11/hidden-author-putinism-russia-vladislav-surkov/382489/


 

575 
 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/reform-state-security-service-gets-lost-

bureaucratic-maze.html.  

Ponomarenko, Illia. 2018b. “Ukraine withdraws all envoys from CIS bodies.” May 19, 2018. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, May 21, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ukraine-withdraws-envoys-cis-

bodies.html.  

Ponomareva, Alya. 2017. “Vozhdizm i posmeshishche.” [“Leadership and ridicule.”] 

September 25, 2017. Accessed from the Svoboda Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/28755516.html.  

Popescu, Nicu. 2011. EU Foreign Policy and Post-Soviet Conflicts: Stealth intervention. 

London and New York: Routledge. 

Popescu, Nicu. 2012. “The Strange Alliance of Democrats and Nationalists.” Journal of 

Democracy. 23 (3): 46-54. 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2014. “The Rise and Fall of Renato Usatii: Politics in Moldova 2.0.” November 

27, 2014. Accessed from the Moldovanpolitics.com Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://moldovanpolitics.com/2014/11/27/the-rise-and-fall-of-renato-usatii/.  

Popşoi, Mihai. 2015. “Moldovan Political Activism on Social Media.” September 14, 2015. 

Accessed from the Moldovanpolitics.com Website, August 10, 2019. 

https://moldovanpolitics.com/2015/09/14/moldovan-political-activism-on-social-

media/. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/reform-state-security-service-gets-lost-bureaucratic-maze.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/reform-state-security-service-gets-lost-bureaucratic-maze.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ukraine-withdraws-envoys-cis-bodies.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ukraine-withdraws-envoys-cis-bodies.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/28755516.html
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2014/11/27/the-rise-and-fall-of-renato-usatii/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2015/09/14/moldovan-political-activism-on-social-media/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2015/09/14/moldovan-political-activism-on-social-media/


 

576 
 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2016a. “Anti-Corruption Policy Failure: The Case of Moldova’s Billion Dollar 

Scandal.” May 19, 2016. Accessed from the Moldovanpolitics.com Website, November 

26, 2016. https://moldovanpolitics.com/2016/05/19/anti-corruption-policy-failure-

the-case-of-moldovas-billion-dollar-scandal/.  

Popşoi, Mihai. 2016b. “Legality vs. Legitimacy in Moldovan House of Cards.” January 17, 

2016. Accessed from the Moldovanpolitics.com Website, December 2, 2018. 

https://moldovanpolitics.com/2016/01/.  

Popşoi, Mihai. 2016c. “Legislative Election in Gagauzia: The Autonomous Region Turns its 

Back on Moldova Again.” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 13 (192). December 7, 2016. Accessed 

from the Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2017. 

https://jamestown.org/program/75538/. 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2016d. “Moldova’s great disillusionment.” New Eastern Europe 20 (1): 32-37.  

Popşoi, Mihai. 2016e. “Transnistria: Change of Leadership, But Not Policy.” Eurasia Daily 

Monitor. 13 (198). December 16, 2016. Accessed from the Jamestown Foundation 

Website, April 14, 2017. https://jamestown.org/program/transnistria-change-

leadership-not-policy/. 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2017a. “Moldova’s civil society braces for another attack.” August 22, 2017. 

Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, October 28, 2017. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/mihai-popsoi/moldova-s-civil-society-

braces-for-another-attack.  

Popşoi, Mihai. 2017b. “Moldovan president Igor Dodon suspended by the Consitutional 

Court.” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 14 (135). October 24, 2017. Accessed from the 

https://moldovanpolitics.com/2016/05/19/anti-corruption-policy-failure-the-case-of-moldovas-billion-dollar-scandal/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2016/05/19/anti-corruption-policy-failure-the-case-of-moldovas-billion-dollar-scandal/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2016/01/
https://jamestown.org/program/75538/
https://jamestown.org/program/transnistria-change-leadership-not-policy/
https://jamestown.org/program/transnistria-change-leadership-not-policy/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/mihai-popsoi/moldova-s-civil-society-braces-for-another-attack
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/mihai-popsoi/moldova-s-civil-society-braces-for-another-attack


 

577 
 

Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/moldovan-president-igor-dodon-suspended-

constitutional-court/. 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2017c. “New Pro-Western Moldovan Defense Minister Face Uphill Battle.” 

Eurasia Daily Monitor. 14 (148). November 16, 2017. Accessed from the Jamestown 

Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. https://jamestown.org/program/new-pro-

western-moldovan-defense-minister-faces-uphill-battle/. 

Popşoi, Mihai. 2018a. “A Year in Review: Oligarchic Power Consolidation defines Moldova’s 

Politics in 2017.” January 11, 2018. Accessed from the Moldovanpolitics.com Website, 

February 14, 2018. https://moldovanpolitics.com/2018/01/11/a-year-in-review-

oligarchic-power-consolidation-defines-moldovas-politics-in-2017/. 

Popșoi, Mihai. 2018b. “Increasingly Isolated Moldovan Government Looks to Turkey for 

Support.” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 15 (150). October 23, 2018. Accessed from the 

Jamestown Foundation Website, August 16, 2019. 

https://jamestown.org/program/increasingly-isolated-moldovan-government-looks-

to-turkey-for-support/. 

Popșoi, Mihai. 2018c. “Is Moldova Moving Toward Russia Ahead of Parliamentary 

Elections?” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 15 (121). September 4, 2018. Accessed from the 

Jamestown Foundation Website, August 16, 2019. https://jamestown.org/program/is-

moldova-moving-toward-russia-ahead-of-parliamentary-elections/. 

Popșoi, Mihai. 2018d. “State of Play Ahead of Moldova’s Parliamentary Elections.” Eurasia 

Daily Monitor. 15 (177). December 14, 2018. Accessed from the Jamestown 

https://jamestown.org/program/moldovan-president-igor-dodon-suspended-constitutional-court/
https://jamestown.org/program/moldovan-president-igor-dodon-suspended-constitutional-court/
https://jamestown.org/program/new-pro-western-moldovan-defense-minister-faces-uphill-battle/
https://jamestown.org/program/new-pro-western-moldovan-defense-minister-faces-uphill-battle/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2018/01/11/a-year-in-review-oligarchic-power-consolidation-defines-moldovas-politics-in-2017/
https://moldovanpolitics.com/2018/01/11/a-year-in-review-oligarchic-power-consolidation-defines-moldovas-politics-in-2017/
https://jamestown.org/program/increasingly-isolated-moldovan-government-looks-to-turkey-for-support/
https://jamestown.org/program/increasingly-isolated-moldovan-government-looks-to-turkey-for-support/
https://jamestown.org/program/is-moldova-moving-toward-russia-ahead-of-parliamentary-elections/
https://jamestown.org/program/is-moldova-moving-toward-russia-ahead-of-parliamentary-elections/


 

578 
 

Foundation Website, August 24, 2019. https://jamestown.org/program/state-of-play-

ahead-of-moldovas-parliamentary-elections/. 

Potter, Jonathan. 2012. “Re-reading Discourse and Social Psychology: Transforming social 

psychology.” British Journal of Social Psychology. 51 (3): 436-455. 

Pranevičiūtė-Nelipšienė, Jovita and Maksimiuk, Zhanna. 2012. “Authoritarian Bargain in 

Belarus: The System of Social Benefits as a Factor of Regime Stability.” Politologija. 4 

(68): 106-140.  

Preiherman, Yauheni. 2017a. “Illusions and Lack of Reason Revealed by New Protests in 

Belarus.” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 14 (41). March 27, 2017. Accessed from the 

Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/illusions-lack-reason-revealed-new-protests-

belarus/. 

Preiherman, Yauheni. 2017b. “Why the EU Should Engage With Belarus.” April 3, 2017. 

Accessed from the Carnegie Europe Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/68495. 

 Preobrazhenskiy, Ivan. 2012. “Spetssluzhby otzhigayut.” [“Special Services are cool.”] 

October 4, 2012. Accessed from the Politcom.ru Website, January 30, 2018. 

http://politcom.ru/14629.html.  

President.gov.by. 2018. “Telefonnyi razgovor s Prezidentom Armenii Armenom 

Sarkisyanom.” [“Telephone conversation with Armenian President Armen Sargsyan.”] 

April 25, 2018. Accessed from the President of Belarus Website, May 4, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/state-of-play-ahead-of-moldovas-parliamentary-elections/
https://jamestown.org/program/state-of-play-ahead-of-moldovas-parliamentary-elections/
https://jamestown.org/program/illusions-lack-reason-revealed-new-protests-belarus/
https://jamestown.org/program/illusions-lack-reason-revealed-new-protests-belarus/
http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/68495
http://politcom.ru/14629.html


 

579 
 

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/telefonnyj-razgovor-s-prezidentom-

armenii-armenom-sarkisjanom-18599/.  

Pribylovskiy, Vladimir. 2007. “Pyat’ bashen. Politicheskaya topografiya Kremlya [2007].” 

[“The Five Towers. The Political Topography of the Kremlin [2007].”] 2007. Accessed 

from the anticompromat.org Website, January 20, 2018. 

http://anticompromat.org/putin/5bashen.html.  

Prisyazhnyuk, Marianna. 2017. ““Zapad-2017”: Opravdalis’ li opaseniya sosednikh 

goudarstv?” [““West-2017”: Did the fears of neighboring states come true?”] October 

5, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, December 2, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/sobytie/163102-zapad-2017-opravdalis-li-opaseniya-sosednih-

gosudarstv.html. 

ProBiznes.io. 2017. “Top-30 Belorusskikh predprinimatelei ne strashe 30.” [“Top-30 

Belarusian entrepreneurs who are not older than 30.”] Accessed from the ProBiznes.io 

Website, July 23, 2018. https://probusiness.io/do_it/3293-top-30-belorusskikh-

predprinimateley-ne-starshe-30.html.  

Prokhanov, Alexander. 2013. “Foundations Of Russia’s National Ideal.” August 9, 2013. 

Accessed from the Valdai Club Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/foundations_of_russia_s_national_idea/?sphrase_i

d=88545.  

Prokopchuk, Stanislav. 2004. “Viktor Chernomyrdin: ulitsa daleko zabedet…” [“Viktor 

Chernomyrdin: A street faraway…”] Trud. Number 237. December 15, 2004: 2.  

http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/telefonnyj-razgovor-s-prezidentom-armenii-armenom-sarkisjanom-18599/
http://president.gov.by/ru/news_ru/view/telefonnyj-razgovor-s-prezidentom-armenii-armenom-sarkisjanom-18599/
http://anticompromat.org/putin/5bashen.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/163102-zapad-2017-opravdalis-li-opaseniya-sosednih-gosudarstv.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/163102-zapad-2017-opravdalis-li-opaseniya-sosednih-gosudarstv.html
https://probusiness.io/do_it/3293-top-30-belorusskikh-predprinimateley-ne-starshe-30.html
https://probusiness.io/do_it/3293-top-30-belorusskikh-predprinimateley-ne-starshe-30.html
http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/foundations_of_russia_s_national_idea/?sphrase_id=88545
http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/foundations_of_russia_s_national_idea/?sphrase_id=88545


 

580 
 

Prosvirova, Ol’ga. 2014. “Agenty po prinuzhdeniyu.” [“Agents under force.”] Novaya Gazeta. 

Number 53. May 19, 2014: 6. 

Protsyk, Oleh. 2010. “Gagauz autonomy in Moldova: the real and the virtual in post-Soviet 

design.” Accessed from the International Policy Fellowships Website, January 15, 

2018. http://www.policy.hu/protsyk/Publications/ProtsykGagAutonomy09fx.pdf.  

Provalinskaya, Natal’ya. 2007. “Dernuli za cheku.” [“They jerked at the check.”] BelGazeta. 

Number 29. July 23, 2007.  

Pulsha, Sergei. 2009. “Ispolnilos’10 let so dnya ischeznoveniyta byvshego ministra 

vnutrennikh del Yuriya Zakharenko.” [“10 years since the disappearance of former 

Interior Minister Yury Zakharenko.”] May 7, 2009. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, 

December 23, 2018. https://news.tut.by/society/136476.html. 

 Pulsha, Sergei. 2010. “Anzhelica Boris khochet uiti v otstavku.” [“Angelica Boris wants to 

resign.”] June 14, 2010. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, August 9, 2019. 

https://news.tut.by/society/173236.html. 

Putin, Vladimir. 1999. “Rossiya na rubezhe tystacheletii.” [“Russia at the turn of the 

millennium.”] December 30, 1999. Accessed from the Novaya Gazeta Website, June 1, 

2017. http://www.ng.ru/politics/1999-12-30/4_millenium.html.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2001a. “Poslanie Federal’nomu Sovraniyu Rossiyskoi Federatsii.” [“Message 

to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.”] April 3, 2001. Accessed from the 

Kremlin.ru Website, August 27, 2019. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21216. 

http://www.policy.hu/protsyk/Publications/ProtsykGagAutonomy09fx.pdf
https://news.tut.by/society/136476.html
https://news.tut.by/society/173236.html
http://www.ng.ru/politics/1999-12-30/4_millenium.html
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21216


 

581 
 

Putin, Vladimir. 2001b. “Stenogramma pryamogo tele- i radioefira (“Pryamaya liniya s 

Prezidentom Rossii.”) [“Transcript of direct TV and radio broadcast (“Direct Line with 

the President of Russia.”)] December 24, 2001. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, 

October 12, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21457. 

Putin, Vladimir. 2005. “Poslanie Federal’nomu Sobraniyu Rossiiskoi Federatsii.” [“Annual 

Address to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.”] April 25, 2005. Accessed 

from the Kremlin.ru Website, May 31, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/22931.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2006. “Poslanie Federal’nomu Sobraniyu Rossiiskoi Federatsii.” [“Message 

to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.”] May 10, 2006. Accessed from the 

Kremlin.ru Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/23577.   

Putin, Vladimir. 2007a. “Vystuplenie i diskussiya na Myunkhenskoi konferentsii po voprosam 

politiki bezopasnosti.” [“Speech and discussion at the Munich Conference on security 

and policy issues.”] February 10, 2007. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, 

October 24, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24034.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2007b. “Zayavlenie dlya pressy i otvety na voprosy po itogam XX sammita 

Rossiya-Evrosoyuz.” [“Statement to the press and answers to questions on the results 

of the XXth Russia-EU summit.”] October 26, 2007. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru 

Website, October 28, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24624. 

  Putin, Vladimir. 2008. “V.V. Putin vstretilsya s chlenami mexhdunarodnogo diskussionnogo 

kluba “Valdai.”” [“Prime Minister Vladimir Putin met with members of the Valdai 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21457
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/22931
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/23577
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24034
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24624


 

582 
 

International Discussion Club.”] September 11, 2008. Accessed from the President of 

the Government of the Russian Federation Website, October 25, 2017. 

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/1897/.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2011a. “Predsedatel’ Pravitel’stva Rossiiskoi Federatsii V. V. Putin prinyal 

uchastie v Investtitsionnom Forume VTB Kapital “Rossiya Zovet!” [“Prime Minister 

Vladimir Putin takes part at the VTB Capital Investment Forum “Russia is Calling!”] 

October 6, 2011. Accessed from the President of the Government of the Russian 

Federation Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/16653/.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2011b. “Predsedatel’ Pravitel’stva Rossiiskoi Federatsii V. V. Putin prinyal 

uchastie v plenarnom zasedanii Vserossiiskogo foruma sel’skoi intelligentsia.” [“Prime 

Minister Vladimir Putin takes part at the plenary session of the All-Russian Forum of 

Rural Intellectuals.”] November 15, 2011. Accessed from the President of the 

Government of the Russian Federation Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/17112/.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2012a. “Poslanie Prezidenta Federal’nomu Sobraniyu.” [“The President’s 

Address to the Federal Assembly.”] December 12, 2012. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru 

Website, October 24, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/17118.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2012b. “Predsedatel’ pravitel’stva rossiiskoi federatsii V. V. Putin vystupil v 

Gosudarstvennoi Dume s otchetom o devyatel’nosti pravitel’stva rossiiskoi federatsii 

za 2011 god.” [“Prime Minister Vladimir Putin delivers his report on the government’s 

performance in 2011 to the State Duma.”] April 11, 2012. Accessed from the President 

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/1897/
http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/16653/
http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/17112/
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/17118


 

583 
 

of the Government of the Russian Federation Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/18671/. 

Putin, Vladimir. 2012c. “Putin ob “arabskoi vesne.”” [“Putin about the “Arab Spring.””] 

Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 45. March 1, 2012: 3. 

Putin, Vladimir. 2013a. “Interv’yu Pervomu kanalu i agentstvu Assoshieited Press.” 

[“Interview to the First Channel and Associated Press.”] September 4, 2013. Accessed 

from the Kremlin.ru Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19143.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2013b. “Poseshchenie telekanala Russia Today.” [“Visit to Russia Today.”] 

June 11, 2013. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, October 26, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/18319.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2013c. “Poslanie Prezidenta Federal’nomu Sobraniyu.” [“The President’s 

Address to the Federal Assembly.”] December 12, 2013. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru 

Website, October 24, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19825.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2013d. “Press-konferentsiya Vladimira Putina.” [“Press conference of 

Vladimir Putin.”] December 19, 2013. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, October 

24, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19859. 

Putin, Vladimir. 2013e. “Zasedanie mezhdunarodnogo diskussionnogo kluba “Valdai.”” 

[“Meeting of the international discussion club “Valdai.””] September 19, 2013. 

Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19243.  

http://archive.premier.gov.ru/events/news/18671/
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19143
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/18319
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19825
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19859
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/19243


 

584 
 

Putin, Vladimir. 2014a. “Obrashchenie Prezidenta Rossiiskoi Federatsii.” [“Message from the 

President of the Russian Federation.”] March 18, 2014. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru 

Website, May 25, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20603.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2014b. “Po voprosam obespecheniya suvereniteta i territorial’noi 

tselostnosti Rossiyskoi Federatsii.” [“On matters of ensuring the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the Russian Federation.”] July 22, 2014. Accessed from the 

Kremlin.ru Website, February 6, 2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/council/session/2058/.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2014c. “Poslanie Prezidenta Federal’nomu Sobraniyu.” [“The president’s 

Address to the Federal Assembly.”] December 4, 2014. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru 

Website, October 28, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/47173.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2014d. “Vladimir Putin otvetil na voprosy zhurnalistov o situatsii na 

Ukraine.” [“Vladimir Putin answered questions from journalists about the situation in 

Ukraine.”] March 4, 2014. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, May 25, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20366.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2015a. “Kontsert, posvyashchennyi vossoedineniyu Kryma i Sevastopolya s 

Rossiei.” [“Concert dedicated to the reunification of the Crimea and Sevastopol with 

Russia.”] March 18, 2015. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, October 23, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/47878.  

Putin, Vladimir. 2015b. “Zasedanie Mezhdynarodnogo diskussionnogo kluba “Valdai.”” 

[“Meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club.”] October 22, 2015. Accessed 

from the Kremlin.ru Website, May 31, 2017. 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/50548.  

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20603
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/council/session/2058/
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/47173
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20366
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/47878
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/50548


 

585 
 

Putin, Vladimir. 2016a. “Rasshirennoe zasedanie kollegii Minsterstva oborony.” [“Expanded 

Board Meeting of the Ministry of Defence.”] December 22, 2016. Accessed from the 

Kremlin.ru Website, August 7, 2019. 

http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/53571. 

Putin, Vladimir. 2016b. “Zasedanie mezhregional’nogo foruma ONF.” [“Meeting of the 

interregional forum ONF.”] January 25, 2016. Accessed from the Kremlin.ru Website, 

June 1, 2017. http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/51206. 

Quinn, Allison and Rudenko, Olga. 2015. “Kolomoisky’s departure triggers security debate.” 

Kyiv Post. 20 (13). March 27, 2015. 

Racheru, Ileana. 2014. “Walking on Quicksand.” New Eastern Europe. 13 (4): 35-42. 

Radaelli, Claudio M. 2000. “Policy Transfer in the European Union: Institutional Isomorphism 

as a Source of Legitimacy.” Governance. 13 (1): 25-43.  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 2017. “Ukriane Billionaire Vows to Fight Back After 

Seperatists Seize Operations.” March 2, 2017. Accssed from the Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty Website, July 23, 2018. https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-

billionaire-akhmetov-fight-seizures/28343282.html. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 2019. “Trump Signs New Sanctions Against Russia.” August 

2, 2019. Accessed from the Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Website. 

https://www.rferl.org/a/trump-to-impose-fresh-sanctions-on-russia-over-skripal-

poisoning/30088377.html. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Azerbaijani Service. 2013. “Foreign NGOs In Azerbaijan 

Must Have National Chiefs.” Accessed from the Radio FreeEurope/Radio Liberty’s 

http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/53571
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/51206
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-billionaire-akhmetov-fight-seizures/28343282.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-billionaire-akhmetov-fight-seizures/28343282.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/trump-to-impose-fresh-sanctions-on-russia-over-skripal-poisoning/30088377.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/trump-to-impose-fresh-sanctions-on-russia-over-skripal-poisoning/30088377.html


 

586 
 

Azerbaijani Service Website, July 14, 2019. https://www.rferl.org/a/foreign-ngos-

azerbaijan/25203809.html. 

Radio Svoboda. 2016. “Karach sravnila Korotkevich c “khomyakom, kotoryi govorit’.” 

[“Karach compares Karatkevich with a “hamster who speaks.”] February 8, 2016. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, January 16. http://udf.by/news/politic/134498-

karach-sravnila-korotkevich-s-homyakom-kotoryy-govorit.html. 

Radio Svoboda. 2019. “V Ekaterinburge – stikhiynaya aktsiya protesta protiv stroitel’stva 

khrama.” [“In Yekaterinburg – a spontaneous protest against the construction of a 

temple.”] Accessed from the Radio Svoboda Website, July 8, 2019. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/29938250.html. 

Radu, Paul, Preașca, Ion and Mako, Ștefan. 2016. “Platon’s Money.” September 7, 2016. 

Accessed from the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project Website, 

January 16, 2018. https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/5617-platon-s-money. 

Raikhel’, Yuriy. 2015. “Kazakhstan rvetsya v “tigry” Tsentral’noi Azii.” [“Kazakhstan breaks 

into the “tigers” of Central Asia.”] Den’. Number 129. July 23, 2015. 

Rakhmanin, Sergei. 2008. “Yuriy Lutsenko: “Esli trudoustroistvo vozhdei stanovitsya glavnoi 

komandnoi zadachei, to byt’ chlenom takoi komandy nezachem.” [“Yuriy Lutsenko: “If 

the employment of leaders becomes the main task, then there is no need to be a 

member of such a team.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 37. October 4, 2008. 

Rankin, Jennifer. 2018. “EU to Moldova: sort out corruption or €100 million funds will stay 

blocked.” April 6, 2018. Accessed from The Guardian Website, December 2, 2018. 

https://www.rferl.org/a/foreign-ngos-azerbaijan/25203809.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/foreign-ngos-azerbaijan/25203809.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/134498-karach-sravnila-korotkevich-s-homyakom-kotoryy-govorit.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/134498-karach-sravnila-korotkevich-s-homyakom-kotoryy-govorit.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/29938250.html
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/5617-platon-s-money


 

587 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/06/eu-to-moldova-sort-out-

corruption-or-100m-funds-will-stay-blocked.  

Rapoza, Kenneth. 2016. “Billion Dollar Theft: In Moldova, One Rich Banker’s ‘Crime’ Has A 

Nation Doing Time.” August 1, 2016. Accessed from the Forbes Website, November 

26, 2016. http://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2016/08/01/billion-dollar-theft-in-

moldova-one-rich-bankers-crime-has-a-nation-doing-time/#16769b527a4d.  

Raskolnikov, Rodion. 2014. “Iz dvukh neizvestnykh. Lukashenko populyarnee Putina, no est’ 

nyuans.” [“Of two unknowns. Lukashenka is more popular than Putin, but there is a 

nuance.”] BelGazeta. Number 9. March 10, 2014.  

RBK. 2012. “A. Kudrin: V. Putin – moi drug, no my ne edinomyshlenniki.” [“A. Kudrin: V. 

Putin is my friend, but we are not like-minded people.” Accessed from the RBK 

Website, July 8, 2019. 

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/23/01/2012/5703f2339a7947ac81a64267. 

RBK. 2017. “Vystavka novogo vooruzheniya dlya Rosgvardia.” [“Exhibition of the new 

weapons for the Rosgvardia.”] February 9, 2017. Accessed from the RBK Website,  

March 17, 2018. 

https://www.rbc.ru/photoreport/09/02/2017/589c65e89a794723b353aeb8.  

Rebegea, Corina and Doran, Peter B. 2014. “Moldova’s Parliamentary Elections: European 

Values Narrowly Survive.” December 2, 2014. Accessed from the Center for European 

Policy Analysis Website, July 13, 2017. 

https://www.cepa.org/index?id=f2a40c043c478051e6230e5c6be59d0f.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/06/eu-to-moldova-sort-out-corruption-or-100m-funds-will-stay-blocked
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/06/eu-to-moldova-sort-out-corruption-or-100m-funds-will-stay-blocked
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2016/08/01/billion-dollar-theft-in-moldova-one-rich-bankers-crime-has-a-nation-doing-time/#16769b527a4d
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2016/08/01/billion-dollar-theft-in-moldova-one-rich-bankers-crime-has-a-nation-doing-time/#16769b527a4d
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/23/01/2012/5703f2339a7947ac81a64267
https://www.rbc.ru/photoreport/09/02/2017/589c65e89a794723b353aeb8
https://www.cepa.org/index?id=f2a40c043c478051e6230e5c6be59d0f


 

588 
 

Rechinskiy, Stanislav. 2018. “Delo “Savchenko – Ruban,” ili Vysokoe iskusstvo avtogola.” 

[“The case of “Savchenko – Ruban,” or the high art of an own goal.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. 

Number 10. March 17, 2018: 2.  

Reid, Anna. 2015. Borderland: A Journey Through The History Of Ukraine. London: 

Weidenfield & Nicolson.  

Reiter, Dan. 1995. “Political structure and foreign policy learning: Are democracies more 

likely to act on the lessons of history?” International Interactions. 21 (1): 39-62.  

Reiter, Dan. 1996. Crucible of Beliefs: Learning, Alliances, and World Wars. Ithaca, NY and 

London: Cornell University Press.  

Reshetnikova, Natal’ya, 2006. “Soyuz. Belarus’ – Rossiya. Posol iz Sibiri.” [“Union. Belarus – 

Russia. Ambassador from Siberia.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 32. February 16, 

2006: 1.  

RIA Novosti Ukraina. 2015. “Istoriya “Pravogo sektora”: ot vragov Yanukovicha do bragov 

Poroshenko.” [“The history of “Right Sector”: From Yanukovych’s Enemies to 

Poroshenko’s Enemies.”] July 21, 2015. Accessed from the RIA Novosti Ukraina 

Website, March 5, 2018. https://rian.com.ua/analytics/20150721/370930762.html. 

Riabchuk, Mykola. 2012. Gleichschaltung: Authoritarian consolidation in Ukraine 2010-2013. 

Kyiv: K.I.S. Publishing. 

Ringis, Anastasiya. 2016. “Antikorruptsionnyi spetsnaz. Pochemu GPU nachala bor’bu s 

komandoi Shabunina.” [“Anti-Corruption Special Forces. Why did the GPU begin to 

fight the Shabunin team.”] March 30, 2016. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

https://rian.com.ua/analytics/20150721/370930762.html


 

589 
 

Website, November 16, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2016/03/30/7103823/.  

Rise.md. 2015. “Omul lui usatîi, propus de Plahotniuc adjunct la SIS.” [“The man proposed 

by Plahotniuc to the SIS was dry.”] September 28, 2105. Accessed from the Rise.md 

Website, February 1, 2018. https://www.rise.md/audio-omul-lui-usatii-propus-de-

plahotniuc-adjunct-la-sis/. 

Rise.md. 2017. “Clienții din Laundromat.” [“Customers in Laundromat.”] March 20, 2017. 

Accessed from the Rise.md Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://www.rise.md/articol/clientii-din-laundromat/. 

 Rise.md. 2019. “Interv’yu / Evgeniy Shevchuk: Pridnestrov’e – eto khalifat, u kotorogo 

religiya – den’gi.” [“Interview / Evgeny Shevchuk: Transnistria is a caliphate whose 

religion is money.”] June 25, 2019. Accessed from the Rise.md Website, September 2, 

2019. https://www.rise.md/rusa/евгений-шевчук-приднестровье-это-х /?lang=ru. 

Rodkiewicz, Witold. 2009. “From ‘Virtual’ to European Democracy – the origins and 

consequences of the political breakthrough in Moldova.” December 2009. Accessed 

from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 9, 2019. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/prace_32_1.pdf. 

Rodkiewicz, Witold and Rogoża, Jadwiga. 2015. “Potemkin Conservatism: an Ideological Tool 

of the Kremlin.” July 14, 2015. Accessed from the Eidgenössische Technische 

Hochschule, Zürich Website, May 30, 2016. 

http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-

securities-studies/pdfs/Russian_Analytical_Digest_173.pdf. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2016/03/30/7103823/
https://www.rise.md/audio-omul-lui-usatii-propus-de-plahotniuc-adjunct-la-sis/
https://www.rise.md/audio-omul-lui-usatii-propus-de-plahotniuc-adjunct-la-sis/
https://www.rise.md/articol/clientii-din-laundromat/
https://www.rise.md/rusa/евгений-шевчук-приднестровье-это-х%20/?lang=ru
https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/prace_32_1.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/Russian_Analytical_Digest_173.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/Russian_Analytical_Digest_173.pdf


 

590 
 

Rogers, Carl R and Freiberg, H Jerome. 1994. Freedom to learn. New York: Macmillan.  

Rogov, Kirill and Ananyev, Maxim. 2018. “Public Opinon and Russsian Politics.” In The New 

Autocracy: Information, Politics, and Policy in Putin’s Russia edited by Daniel Treisman. 

Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press: 191-216.  

Rojansky, Matthew A. 2014. “Corporate Raiding in Ukraine: Causes, Methods and 

Consequences.” Demokratizatsiya. 22 (3): 411-443. 

 Rokeach, Milton. 1960. The Open and Closed Mind. Oxford: Basic Books. 

Roldugin, Oleg. 2013. “Krestyi otets, Vladimir Putin.” [“Godfather Vladimir Putin.”] May 4, 

2013. Accessed from the Sobesednik.ru Website, January 7, 2018. 

https://sobesednik.ru/politika/20130304-krestnyi-otets-vladimir-putin.  

Romanenko, Maria. 2017. “Poroshenko ally and close friend Ihor Kononenko allegedly 

poisoned with mercury.” January 29, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, 

February 13, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-ally-close-

friend-ihor-kononenko-allegedly-poisoned-mercury.html.  

Romanova, Lyudmila. 2002. “Benefis Viktora Chernomyrdina. Posol Rossii na Ukraine snova 

zagovoril.” [“The benefit of Viktor Chernomyrdin. The Russian ambassador to Ukraine 

spoke again.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 73. December 4, 2002: 2. 

Romanova, Ol’ga. 2019 “Repressivnye trendy. Kak “moskovskoe delo” menyat sudebnuyu 

sistemu.” [“Repressive trends. How the “Moscow affair” is changing the judicial 

system.”] September 17, 2019. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

September 20, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79855. 

https://sobesednik.ru/politika/20130304-krestnyi-otets-vladimir-putin
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-ally-close-friend-ihor-kononenko-allegedly-poisoned-mercury.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-ally-close-friend-ihor-kononenko-allegedly-poisoned-mercury.html
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79855


 

591 
 

Romanyuk, Roman. 2016. “Vesyane peresadzhuvannya: Prem’er Groisman i kabmin bez 

koalitsii.” [“Spring transplant: Premier Groisman and the Cabinet without a coalition.”] 

April 14, 2016. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, November 16, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2016/04/14/7105548/.  

Romanyuk, Roman and Kravets, Roman. 2016. “Prokurorskiy blitskrig. Lutsenko stal 

general’nym prokurorom.” [“Proescutor Blitzkrieg: As Lutsenko became the Attorney 

General.”] May 12, 2016. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, November 

15, 2017. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2016/05/12/7108281/.  

Rose, Richard. 1991a. “Introduction: Lesson-Drawing across Nations. Journal of Public Policy. 

11 (1): 1-2.  

Rose, Richard. 1991b. “What is Lesson-Drawing?” Journal of Public Policy. 11 (1): 3-30. 

Rose, Richard. 1993. Lesson-Drawing in Public Policy. Chatham, NJ: Chatham House.  

Roshchenko, Alena. 2017. “Za aktsiyami v “Roshene” stoyat Klyuyev i Oleynik – Gritsak.” 

[“Behind the sahres in “Roshen” are Klyuyev and Oleynik – Gritsak.”] May 25, 2017. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, February 7, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/05/15/7143932/.  

Roshchina, Viktoriya. 2018. “Stari “berkutivtsi” u noviy politsii.” [“Old “Berkut” in the new 

police.”] November 22, 2018. Accessed from the Hormadsky Website, December 28, 

2018. https://hromadske.ua/posts/stari-berkutivci-u-novij-policiyi.  

http://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2016/04/14/7105548/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2016/05/12/7108281/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/05/15/7143932/
https://hromadske.ua/posts/stari-berkutivci-u-novij-policiyi


 

592 
 

Rosin, Robert. 2014. “Humanism, Luther, and the Wittenberg Reformation.” In The Oxford 

Handbook of Martin Luther’s Theology (E-Book), edited by Robert Kolb, Irene Dingel 

and L’ubomir Batka. Oxford: Oxford University Press:  

Rotkevich, Elena. 2003. “Delikatno i strogo. Aleksandr Voloshin proinspektiroval Piter.” 

[“Delicately and strictly. Alexander Voloshin inspected Peter.”] Izvestiya. Number 

166m. September 12, 2003: 3.  

Rozhkova, Natal’ya. 2013. “Kak Berdyaev pospril s Putinym.” [“How Berdyaev argued with 

Putin.”] Moskovskiy Komsomolets. Number 277. December 13, 2013: 2. 

 Rozhkova, Natal’ya. 2014. “Kontekst Vladaya. Volodin skazal o Putine bol’she, chem 

protsitirovali.” [“The context of Valdai. Volodin said more about Putin than was 

quoted.”] Moskovskiy Komsomolets. Number 235. October 24, 2014: 2.  

Rucompromat.ru. 2017. “Rossiysko-Britanskiy oligarkhat klana Gutserievykh.” [“The Russian-

British oligarch of Gutseriev’s clan.”] April 10, 2017. Accessed from the 

Rucompromat.ru Website, July 23, 2018. http://rucompromat.com/articles/rossiysko-

britanskiy_oligarhat_klana_gutserievyih.  

Rudenko, Grigoriy. 2001. “Novosti. Posol Chernomyrdin nachal s oshibok.” [“News. 

Ambassador Chernomyrdin started with errors.”] Kommersant-Daily. Number 93. May 

31, 2001: 2.  

 Rudenko, Olga. 2014. “Protesters: Ukraine paying for pro-government rallies.” February 16, 

2014. Accessed from the USA Today Website, August 13, 2019. 

https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/02/16/ukraine-government-

protests/5435315/. 

http://rucompromat.com/articles/rossiysko-britanskiy_oligarhat_klana_gutserievyih
http://rucompromat.com/articles/rossiysko-britanskiy_oligarhat_klana_gutserievyih
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/02/16/ukraine-government-protests/5435315/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/02/16/ukraine-government-protests/5435315/


 

593 
 

Rudolph, Josh. 2016. “Moscow Learns From Beijing on Internet Censorship.” November 30, 

2016. Accessed from the China Digital Times Website, October 21, 2017. 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2016/11/moscow-learning-beijing-internet-censorship/.  

Rudolph, Josh. 2017. “New Regulations Reinforce Real Name Verification.” August 29, 2017. 

Accessed from the China Digital Times Website, October 21, 2017. 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2017/08/new-cyber-regulations-reinforce-real-name-

verification/.  

Rudnik, Alesia. 2018. “Is Belarus waging an information war against Russia?” February 19, 

2018. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, February 28, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/is-belarus-waging-an-information-war-against-

russia/. 

Rumer, Eugene and Chinkova, Elena. 2018. “My eshche nedootsenivaem stepen’ 

napryazhennosti mezhdu Moskovoi i Vashingtonom.” [“We still underestimate the 

degree of tension between Moscow and Washington.”] June 13, 2018. Accessed from 

the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/2018/06/13/ru-pub-76599. 

Rumer, Eugene, Trenin, Dmitriy and Weiss, Andrew S. 2018. “Sammit Tramp – Putin: 

poyavitsya li u rossiysko-amerikanskikh otnosheniy “zashchitnoe orgazhd”nie?”” 

[“Summit Trump – Putin: Will Russian-American Relations Have a “Protective 

Fence?””] July 12, 2018. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 

19, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/2018/07/12/ru-pub-76807. 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2016/11/moscow-learning-beijing-internet-censorship/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2017/08/new-cyber-regulations-reinforce-real-name-verification/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2017/08/new-cyber-regulations-reinforce-real-name-verification/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/is-belarus-waging-an-information-war-against-russia/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/is-belarus-waging-an-information-war-against-russia/
https://carnegie.ru/2018/06/13/ru-pub-76599
https://carnegie.ru/2018/07/12/ru-pub-76807


 

594 
 

Runge, Wolfgang. 2014. Technology Entrepreneurship: A Treatise on Entrepreneurs and 

Entrepreneurship for and in Technology Ventures. Karlsruhe: KIT Scientific Publishing. 

Rutenberg, Jim. 2017. “RT, Sputnik i novaya rossiiskaya teoriya voiny.” [“RT, Sputnik and the 

new Russian theory of war.”] September 13, 2017. Accessed from The New York Times 

Website, October 25, 2017. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/13/magazine/rt-

sputnik.html?action=click&contentCollection=Magazine&module=Translations&region

=Header&version=ru-RU&ref=en-US&pgtype=article&mtrref=www.nytimes.com.  

Rutland, Peter. 2016. “The place of economics in Russian national identity debates.” In The 

New Russian Nationalism: Imperialism, Ethnicity and Authoritarianism 2000-15 edited 

by Pål Kolstø and Helge Blakkisrud. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press: 336-361.  

Ruzzene, Attila. 2014. “Process Tracing as an Effective Epistemic Complement.” Topoi. 33 

(2): 361-372.  

Ryabinska, Natalya. 2014. “Media Capture in Post-Communist Ukraine.” Problems of Post-

Communism. 61 (2): 46-60.  

Rybakova, Mariya. 2015. “Pravila S’ema.” [“Removal Rules.”] Moskovskiy Komsomolets. 

Number 159. July 29, 2016: 1. 

Rybas, Svyatoslav. 2001. “Petr Stolypin kak zerkalo dlya Vladimir Putina. Rossiiskaya istoriya 

na znaet sostradaniya k geroyam.” [“Petr Stolypin as a mirror for Vladimir Putin. 

Russian history does not remember compassion for heroes.”] Nezavisimays Gazeta. 

Number 32. February 22, 2001: 16.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/13/magazine/rt-sputnik.html?action=click&contentCollection=Magazine&module=Translations&region=Header&version=ru-RU&ref=en-US&pgtype=article&mtrref=www.nytimes.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/13/magazine/rt-sputnik.html?action=click&contentCollection=Magazine&module=Translations&region=Header&version=ru-RU&ref=en-US&pgtype=article&mtrref=www.nytimes.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/13/magazine/rt-sputnik.html?action=click&contentCollection=Magazine&module=Translations&region=Header&version=ru-RU&ref=en-US&pgtype=article&mtrref=www.nytimes.com


 

595 
 

Sadecki, Andrzej and Iwański, Tadeusz. 2018. “Ukraine-Hungary: the intensifying dispute 

over Hungarian minority’s rights.” OSW Commentary. Number 280. August 14, 2018. 

Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, August 15, 2019. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_280.pdf. 

Sakwa, Richard. 2008a. Putin: Russia’s Choice (2nd ed.), London and New York: Routledge. 

Sakwa, Richard. 2008b. Russian Politics and Society. 4th edition. London and New York: 

Routledge.  

Sakwa, Richard. 2014. Putin Redux: Power and contradiction in contemporary Russia. 

London and New York: Routledge.  

Salem, Harriet. 2014. “Ukraine’s Oligarchs: A Who’s Who Guide.” October 13, 2014. 

Accessed from the Vice Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://news.vice.com/article/ukraines-oligarchs-a-whos-who-guide.  

Samarina, Alexandra. 2011. ““Edinaya Rossiya” speshit na vybory-2012.” [““United Russia” is 

in a hurry for the 2012 elections.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 217. October 7, 

2011: 1. 

Samokhina, Sof’ya and Inyutin, Vsevolod. 2018. “Kadry ONF prigodilis’ partii vlasti.” [“ONF 

cadres come in handy for the ruling party.”] Kommersant. Number 51: 3. 

Sanders, David. 2010. “Behavioural Analysis.” In Theory and Methods in Political Science 

edited by David Marsh and Gerry Stoker. 3rd edition. Basingstoke and New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan: 23-41. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/sites/default/files/commentary_280.pdf
https://news.vice.com/article/ukraines-oligarchs-a-whos-who-guide


 

596 
 

Sanduța, Iurie and Munteanu, Mihai. 2015. “Plahotniucleaks.” [“Plahotniucleaks.”] May 18, 

2015. Accessed from the Rise.md Website, February 14, 2018. 

https://www.rise.md/articol/plahotniucleaks/.  

Saradzhyan, Simon. 2016. “Ukraine’s Lost Cause.” February 24, 2016. Accessed from the 

Foreign Affairs Website, June 13, 2016. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2016-02-24/ukraines-lost-cause. 

Sasse, Gwendolyn. 2008. “The politics of EU conditionality: the norm of minority protection 

during and beyond EU accenssion.” Journal of European Public Policy. 15 (6): 842-860.  

Satsuk, Sergei. 2005. “KGB nadelili “shirokim smyslom.”” [“The KGB was given a “broad 

meaning.””] Belorusskya Delovaya Gazeta. Number 1498. January 28, 2005: 4. 

 Savchenko, Andrew. 2009. Belarus – A Perpetual Borderland. Leiden and Boston, MA: Brill. 

Savchenko, Igor. 2016. “Kazakhstan: The oppression of journalists and bloggers.” January 22, 

2016. Accessed from the Open Dialogue Foundation Website, November 1, 2017. 

http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7228,kazakhstan-the-oppression-of-journalists-and-

bloggers1. 

Savina, Ekaterina. 2010. “Kreml’ ne pomog.” [“The kremlin did not help.”] December 6, 

2010. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/12/06_a_3456937.shtml.  

Sazonov, Alexander. 2018. “Richest Man in Ukraine Climbs Back After Wealth Destroyed by 

War.” September 25, 2018. Accessed from the Bloomberg Website, February 9, 2019. 

https://www.rise.md/articol/plahotniucleaks/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2016-02-24/ukraines-lost-cause
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7228,kazakhstan-the-oppression-of-journalists-and-bloggers1
http://en.odfoundation.eu/a/7228,kazakhstan-the-oppression-of-journalists-and-bloggers1
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/12/06_a_3456937.shtml


 

597 
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-25/richest-man-in-ukraine-

climbs-back-after-wealth-destroyed-by-war. 

 Schedler, Andreas. 2002a. “The Logic of Electoral Authoritarianism.” In Electoral 

Authoritarianism: The Dynamics of Unfree Competition edited by Andreas Schedler. 

Boulder, CO and London: Lynne Reinner Publishers: 1-23. 

Schedler, Andreas. 2002b. “The Menu of Manipulation.” Journal of Democracy. 13 (2): 36-50.  

Schedler, Andreas. 2013. The Politics of Uncertainity: Sustaining and Subverting Electoral 

Authoritarianism. New York: Oxford University Press.  

Scherr, Sonia. 2011. “The Conspiracy Channel.” January-February 2011. Accessed from the 

Utne.com Website, October 25, 2017. http://www.utne.com/Media/Conspiracy-

Channel-Russia-Today-Anti-American-Propaganda?pageid=5#PageContent5.  

Schimpfossl, Elisabeth and Yablokov, Ilya. 2014. “Coercion or Conformism? Censorship and 

Self-Censorship among Russian Media Personalities and Reporters in the 2010s.” 

Demokratizatsiya. 22 (2): 295-311.  

Schmotz, Alexander and Tansey, Oisín. 2018. “Regional autocratic linkage and regime 

survival.” European Journal of Political Research. 57 (3): 662-686.  

Schneider, Laura. 2014. “Media Freedom Indices: What They Tell Us – And What They 

Don’t.” June 2014. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, January 2, 2016. 

http://www.dw.com/popups/pdf/44108938/media-freedom-indices-what-they-tell-

us-and-what-they-dont-pdf.pdf. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-25/richest-man-in-ukraine-climbs-back-after-wealth-destroyed-by-war
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-25/richest-man-in-ukraine-climbs-back-after-wealth-destroyed-by-war
http://www.utne.com/Media/Conspiracy-Channel-Russia-Today-Anti-American-Propaganda?pageid=5#PageContent5
http://www.utne.com/Media/Conspiracy-Channel-Russia-Today-Anti-American-Propaganda?pageid=5#PageContent5
http://www.dw.com/popups/pdf/44108938/media-freedom-indices-what-they-tell-us-and-what-they-dont-pdf.pdf
http://www.dw.com/popups/pdf/44108938/media-freedom-indices-what-they-tell-us-and-what-they-dont-pdf.pdf


 

598 
 

Schwartz, Robert and Calugareanu, Vasile. 2015. “Gagauzia: A new stumbling block for 

Moldova.” March 23, 2015. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, January 15, 

2018. http://www.dw.com/en/gagauzia-a-new-stumbling-block-for-moldova/a-

18333303.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2006. “O peregovorakh Sekretarya Bezopasnosti 

Rossiyskoi Federatsii I.S. Ivanov s Predsedatelem Verkhovnoi Rady Ukrainy A.A. 

Morozom.” [“On the negotiations between the Secretary of the Security Council of the 

Russian Federation Igor Ivanov and the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 

AA Moroz.”] Ocotber 13, 2006. Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian 

Federation Website, February 17, 2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/27/.   

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2008. “Sekretar’ Soveta Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi 

Federatsii N.P. Patrushev podpisal Plan sotrudnichestva mezhdu apparatami sovetov 

bezopasnosti Rossii I Respubliki Belarus’ na 2008-2009 god.” [“Secretary of the 

Security Council of the Russian Federation NP Patrushev signed the Plan of 

Cooperation between the Staffs of the Security Councils of the Russia and the Republic 

of Belarus for 2008-2009.”] December 10, 2008. Accessed from the Security Council of 

the Russian Federation Website, February 17, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/379/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2009. “Sekretar’ Soveta Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi 

Federatsii N.P. Patrushev prinyal uchastie v rabote zasedaniya soveshchaniya 

rukovoditelei organov bezopasnosti i razvedyvatel’nykh sluzhb godsudarstv-

uchastnikov SNG.” [“Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation NP 

Patrushev took part in the meeting of the heads of security agencies and intelligence 

http://www.dw.com/en/gagauzia-a-new-stumbling-block-for-moldova/a-18333303
http://www.dw.com/en/gagauzia-a-new-stumbling-block-for-moldova/a-18333303
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/27/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/379/


 

599 
 

services of the CIS member states.”] September 4, 2009. Accessed from the Security 

Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 18, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/470/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2012a. “Interv’yu Sekretarya Soveta 

Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi Federatsii N. P. Patrusheva: “Oranzhevaya” revolyutsiya v 

Rossii ne proidet” (“Komsomol’skaya Pravda” ot 18.12.2012g.)” [“Interview with 

Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation N. P. Patrushev: “An 

orange revolution will not take place in Russia” (Komsomolskaya Pravda, December 

18, 2012.”] December 18, 2012. Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian 

Federation Website, August 7, 2019. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/761/. 

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2012b. “O vstreche Sekretarya Soveta 

Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi Federatsii N.P. Patrusheva s Rukovoditelem Direktsii 

dokumentatsii i vneshenei bezopasnosti Ministerstva Natsional’noi bezopasnosti 

Alzhirskoi Narodno-Demokraticheskoi Respubliki A. Lallali.” [“On the meeting of the 

Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation NP Patrushev with R, Lallali 

Director of the Documentation and External Security Directorate of the Ministry of 

National Security of the Algerian People’s Democratic Republic.”] January 17, 2012. 

Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 17, 

2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/692/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2013a. “O vstreche sekretarei sovetov 

bezopasnosti gosudarstv-ucahstnikov SNG.” [“About the meetings of the state 

secretaries of the security councils of the CIS member states.”] December 11, 2013. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/470/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/761/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/692/


 

600 
 

Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 18, 

2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/803/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2013b. “Sostoyalsya ocherednoi raund rossiysko-

ukrainskikh konsul’tatsiy po voprosam bezopasnosti.” [“A regular round of Russian-

Ukrainian consultations on security issues took place.”] October 16, 2013. Accessed 

from the Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 17, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/799/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2015a. “14 aprelya 2015 goda v Moskve pod 

predsedatel’stvom Rossiyskoi Federatsii sostoyalas’ desyataya Vstrecha Sekretarei 

Sovetov bezopasnosti gosudarstv-chlenov Shankhaiskoi organizatsii sotrudnichestva.” 

[“On April 14 2015 in Moscow under the chairmanship of the Russian Federation the 

Tenth Meeting of the Secretaries of the Security Councils of the Member States of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.”] April 14, 2015. Accessed from the Security 

Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 18, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/879/. 

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2015b. “Interv’yu Sekretarya Soveta 

Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi Federatsii N. P. Patrusheva “Komsomol’skoi Pravde” 

[“Interview with Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation N. P. 

Patrushev to Komsomolskaya Pravda.”] March 15, 2015. Accessed from the Security 

Council of the Russian Federation Website, August 10, 2019. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/855/. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/803/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/799/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/879/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/855/


 

601 
 

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2015c. “Sekretarya Soveta Bezopasnosti 

Rossiyskoi Federatsii N.P. Patrushev posetil s rabochim vizitom Arabskuyu Respubliku 

Egipet.” [“The Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation N. Patrushev 

paid a working visit to the Arab Republic of Egypt.”] March 2, 2015. Accessed from the 

Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 17, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/853/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2016a. “Aktual’nye voprosy obsepecheniya 

antiterroristicheskoi zashchinshchennosti ob’ektov i territoriy rassmotrenny na 

zasedanii sektsii nauchnogo coveta pri Sovete Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi Federatsii.” 

[“Topical issues of ensuring antiterrorist protection of objects and territories were 

considered at a meeting of the Section of the Scientific Council under the Security 

Council of the Russian Federation.”] November 7, 2016. Accessed from the Security 

Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 6, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2119/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2016b. “Sekretar’ Soveta Bezopasnosti 

Rossiyskoi Federatsii segodnya v Moskve vstretilsya c Rukovoditelem Slyzhby 

kontrrazvedki i politsii Korolevstva Marokko.” [“The Secretary of the Security Council 

of the Russian Federation met today in Moscow with the Chief of the 

Counterespionage and Police Service of the Kingdom of Morocco.”] April 5, 2016. 

Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 17, 

2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/1055/. 

 Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2016c. “Vladimir Putin provel operativnoe 

soveshchanie s postoyannymi chlenami Soveta Bezopasnosti.” [“Vladimir Putin held a 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/853/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2119/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/1055/


 

602 
 

meeting with the permanent members of the Security Council.”] April 8, 2016. 

Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian Federation Website, February 6, 

2018. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/1058/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2017. “Sekretar’ Soveta Bezopasnosti Rossiyskoi 

Federatsii provel rabochuyu vstrechu s Gosudarstvennym sekretarem Soveta 

Bezopasnosti Respubliki Belorussiya.” [“The Secretary of the Security Council of the 

Russian Federation held talks with the Secretary of the Security Council of the 

Republic of Belarus.”] November 30, 2017. Accessed from the Security Council of the 

Russian Federation Website, February 17, 2018. 

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2325/.  

Security Council of the Russian Federation. 2019. “Interv’yu zamestitelya Sekretarya Soveta 

Bezopasnosti RF Rashida Nurgalieva “Rossiyskoi Gazeta.”” [“Interview with Deputy 

Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation Rashid Nurgaliev to 

Rossiskaya Gazeta.”] July 3, 2019. Accessed from the Security Council of the Russian 

Federation Website, August 7, 2019. http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2613/. 

 Seddon, Max. 2016. “Russia’s chief internet censor enlists China’s know-how.” April 27, 

2016. Accessed from the Financial Times Website, October 21, 2017. 

https://www.ft.com/content/08564d74-0bbf-11e6-9456-444ab5211a2f.  

Sekhovich, Vadim. 2010. “Rossiyskie oligarkh v Belarusi.” [“Russian oligarchs in Belarus.”] 

January 15, 2010. Accessed from the Delfi.lt Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://ru.delfi.lt/abroad/belorussia/rossijskie-oligarhi-v-belarusi.d?id=27865913.  

http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/1058/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2325/
http://www.scrf.gov.ru/news/allnews/2613/
https://www.ft.com/content/08564d74-0bbf-11e6-9456-444ab5211a2f
https://ru.delfi.lt/abroad/belorussia/rossijskie-oligarhi-v-belarusi.d?id=27865913


 

603 
 

Semenchenko, Marina. 2007. “Raskryt’ potentsial gosudarstvennykh rynkov.” [“The 

potential state of markets revealed.”] Den. Number 102. June 22, 2007.  

Semenets, Georgiy. 2012. “Lutsenko sel: “volchiy bilet” dlya Yanukovicha.” [“Lutsenko sat 

down: a “wolf ticket” for Yanukovych.”] February 28, 2012. Accessed from the 

Argumentua.com Website, February 11, 2018. http://argumentua.com/stati/lutsenko-

sel-volchii-bilet-dlya-yanukovicha.  

Semeniuk, Taras. 2018. “Will authoritarianism help Ukraine?” May 11, 2018. Accessed from 

the UNIAN Website, December 9, 2018. https://www.unian.info/politics/10112060-

will-authoritarianism-help-ukraine.html.  

Severin, Irina and Wagner, Aleksandra. 2015. “V Gagauzii vyigrala Rossiya.” [“In Gagauzia 

Russia won.”] March 24, 2015. Accessed from the Inosmi.ru Website, January 15, 

2018. http://inosmi.ru/sngbaltia/20150324/227075436.html. 

Shagina, Maria. 2018. “Moldova’s fragile energy security.” March 14, 2018. Accessed from 

the New Eastern Europe Website, July 23, 2018. 

http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/03/14/moldovas-energy-security/.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2008a. “Vystuplenie General’nogo sekretarya ShOS B. 

Nurgalieva na Dushanbinskom zasedanii Soveta glav gosudarstv-chlenov ShOS.” 

[“Statement by the SCO Secretary-General Boris Nurgaliyev at the Dushanbe meeting 

of the Council of Heads of State of the SCO Member States.”] August 28, 2008. 

Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080828/638.html.  

http://argumentua.com/stati/lutsenko-sel-volchii-bilet-dlya-yanukovicha
http://argumentua.com/stati/lutsenko-sel-volchii-bilet-dlya-yanukovicha
https://www.unian.info/politics/10112060-will-authoritarianism-help-ukraine.html
https://www.unian.info/politics/10112060-will-authoritarianism-help-ukraine.html
http://inosmi.ru/sngbaltia/20150324/227075436.html
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2018/03/14/moldovas-energy-security/
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080828/638.html


 

604 
 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2008b. “Vystuplenie General’nogo sekretarya ShOS na 

3-M Soveshchanii Predsedatelei Verkhovnykh sudov gosudarstv-chlenov ShOS.” 

[“Statement by the Secretary-General of the SCO at the 3rd Meeting of the Presidents 

of the Supreme Courts of the SCO Member States.”] May 19, 2008. Accessed from the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080519/497.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2008c. “Vystuplenie General’nogo sekretarya ShOS na 

kruglom stole “ShOS – sovremennaya model’ regional’nogo sotrudnichestva.”” 

[“Statement by the Secretary-General of the SCO at the Round Table “SCO – Modern 

Model of Regional Cooperation.”] May 19, 2008. Accessed from the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080519/543.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2009. “Privetstvie uchastnikam vstrechi ministrov 

financov i rukovoditelei natsional’nykh (tsentral’nykh) bankov gosudarstv-chlenov 

Shankhaiskoi organizatsii sotrudnichestva.” [“Greetings to the participants of the 

meeting of finance ministers and heads of national (central) banks of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization member states.”] December 9, 2009. Accessed from the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20091209/1066.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2010. “Informatsionnoe soobshchenie o zasedanii 

Soveta ministrov inostrannykh del gosudarstv-chlenov ShOS.” [“Information message 

on the meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the SCO member states.”] May 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080519/497.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20080519/543.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20091209/1066.html


 

605 
 

22, 2010. Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 

29, 2017. http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20100522/46550.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2011. “V Kitae sostoyalis’ antiterroristicheskie ucheniya 

“Tyan’-Shan’-2 – 2011.””[“In China, there were anti-terrorist exercises “Tien Shan-2 – 

2011.””] May 8, 2011. Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, 

October 19, 2017. http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20110508/58703.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2013. “Ob uchastii v sovmestnykh antiterroristicheskikh 

ucheniyakh kompetentnykh organov gosudarstv-chlenov ShOS “Kazygut-Antiterror-

2013.”” [“About participation in the joint anti-terrorist exercises of the competent 

bodies of the SCO member state “Kazygurt-Antiterror-2013.””] June 13, 2013. 

Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20130613/4434.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2016a. “Politseiskie stolits gosudarstv-chlenov ShOS 

proveli sverku chasov.” [“Police capitals of the SCO member states have reconciled 

hours.”] November 30, 2016. Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

Website, November 29, 2017. http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20161130/162513.html.  

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2016b. “Sodeistvie torgovo-ekonomicheskomu 

sotrudnichestvu v prioritetakh ShOS.” [“Promotion of trade and economic cooperation 

are priorities in the SCO.”] October 12, 2016. Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20161012/139501.html.  

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20100522/46550.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20110508/58703.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20130613/4434.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20161130/162513.html
http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20161012/139501.html


 

606 
 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 2017. “Banki-chleny MBO ShOS obsudili tekushuyu 

finansovo-ekonomicheskuyu situatsiyu i perspektivy vzaimodeistviya.” [“Bank-

members of the international Banking Organisation of the SCO discussed the current 

financial and economic situation and prospects for cooperation.”] January 20, 2017. 

Accessed from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Website, November 29, 2017. 

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20170120/195566.html.  

Shapovalova, Natalia and Boonstra, Jos. 2012. “The European Union: From Ignorance to a 

Privileged Partnership with Moldova.” In Moldova: Arena of International Influences 

edited by Marcin Kosienkowski and William Schreiber. Lanham, MD, Boulder, CO, New 

York, Toronto and Plymouth: Lexington Books: 51-76.  

Shekhovtsov, Anton. 2014. “Putin’s Brain?” New Eastern Europe. 23 (4): 72-79.  

Shekhovtsov, Anton. 2015a. ““Bringing the Rebels:” European Far Right Soldiers of Russian 

Propaganda.” Legatum Institute. September 2015. 

Shekhovtsov, Anton. 2015b. “The Challenge of Russia’s Anti-Western Information Warfare.” 

Dipomaatia. Special Issue April 2015. Accessed from the Diplomaatia Website, October 

25, 2017. https://www.diplomaatia.ee/en/article/the-challenge-of-russias-anti-

western-information-warfare/.  

Shekhovtsov, Anton. 2015c. “The Russian Mass Media and the Western Far Right.” March 

30, 2015. Accessed from the Center for European Policy Analysis Website, October 25, 

2017. http://cepa.org/index/?id=eba793e023010aea3cb4338d2a123a74.  

Shekhovtsov, Anton. 2018. Russia and the Western Far Right: Tango Noir. London and New 

York: Routledge.  

http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20170120/195566.html
https://www.diplomaatia.ee/en/article/the-challenge-of-russias-anti-western-information-warfare/
https://www.diplomaatia.ee/en/article/the-challenge-of-russias-anti-western-information-warfare/
http://cepa.org/index/?id=eba793e023010aea3cb4338d2a123a74


 

607 
 

Shestakhov, Yevgeny. 2014. “Yanukovicha proveli v Evropu – vokrug pal’tsa.” [“Yanukovych 

held around Europe’s finger.”] Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Number 43. February 24, 2014: 1. 

 Shevchenko, Aleksandr. 2017. “Kak ne sleduet provodit’ sudebnuyu reform.” [“How judicial 

reform should not be.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 39. October 20, 2017. 

Shevchenko, Anton. 2017. “Na ucheniyakh “Zapad-2017” protivnikami Rossii i Belarusi budut 

“skazochnye” strany.” [“At the exercises of “West-2017” the opponents of Russia and 

Belarus will be “fake” countries.”] August 8, 2017. Accessed from the Khvilya Website, 

December 2, 2017. http://hvylya.net/analytics/geopolitics/na-ucheniyah-zapad-2017-

protivnikami-rossii-i-belarusi-budut-skazochnyie-stranyi.html.  

Shevtsova, Lilia. 2005. Putin’s Russia. (2nd ed.), Washington, D C: Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace.  

Shevtsova, Lilia. 2007. “Anti-Westernism is the New National idea.” August 7, 2007. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://old.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/tmt/195217.html. 

 Shevtsova, Liliya. 2011. “Pro sloiki.” [“Proliferation.”] January 12, 2011. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 26, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/2011/01/12/ru-pub-42291.  

Shevtsova, Lilia. 2016. “Forward to the Past in Russia.” In Authoritarianism Goes Global: The 

Challenge to Democracy edited by Larry Diamond, Marc F Plattner and Christopher 

Walker. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press: 40-56.  

http://hvylya.net/analytics/geopolitics/na-ucheniyah-zapad-2017-protivnikami-rossii-i-belarusi-budut-skazochnyie-stranyi.html
http://hvylya.net/analytics/geopolitics/na-ucheniyah-zapad-2017-protivnikami-rossii-i-belarusi-budut-skazochnyie-stranyi.html
http://old.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/tmt/195217.html
http://carnegie.ru/2011/01/12/ru-pub-42291


 

608 
 

Shimanovskaya, Marina. 2017. “Posol Rossii Farit Mukhametshin s suprugoi vruchili podarki 

zhitelyam Gagauzia.” [“Ambassador of Russia Farit Mukhametshin and his wife handed 

presents to Gagauzia residents.”] Moldavskie Vedomosti. Number 35. October 6, 2017: 

10.  

Shklyaruk, Mariya. 2016. “Zachem nuzhna Natsional’naya gvardiya.” [“Why do we need the 

National Guard.”] RBK Daily. Number 61. April 7, 2016: 5. 

Sholar, Eugene. 2018, “Povorot v “dele Kozlovskoi.” Pol’sha potrebovala ne vtyagivat’ ee v 

predvybornuyu kampaniyu v Moldove. V pravitel’stve ob etom umolchali.” [“Turn in 

the “Kozlovskaya case.” Poland demanded not to drag it into the Moldovan election 

campaign. The government kept silent about this.”] December 6, 2018. Accessed from 

the NewsMaker Website, August 15, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/povorot-v-dele-kozlovskoy-polsha-potrebovala-ne-

vtyagivat-ee-v-predvybornuyu-kampa-40509. 

Shraibman, Artyom. 2015. “O chem posylal prezident? Samye yarkie fragmenty poslednikh 

10 poslaniy Lukashenko.” [“What did the president send? The most striking fragments 

of Lukashenko’s last 10 messages.”] April 28, 2015. Accessed from the TUT.by 

Website, August 10, 2019. https://news.tut.by/politics/445681.html. 

Shraibman, Artyom. 2016a. “Belarus without sanctions: What now?” February 25, 2016. 

Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, January 2, 2018. 

https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-without-sanctions-what-now/.  

Shraibman, Artem. 2016b. “Pochemu Lukashenko polyubil belorusskii yazyk i 

natsiestroitel’stvo.” [“Why Lukashenka likes the Belarusian language and nation 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/povorot-v-dele-kozlovskoy-polsha-potrebovala-ne-vtyagivat-ee-v-predvybornuyu-kampa-40509
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/povorot-v-dele-kozlovskoy-polsha-potrebovala-ne-vtyagivat-ee-v-predvybornuyu-kampa-40509
https://news.tut.by/politics/445681.html
https://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-without-sanctions-what-now/


 

609 
 

building.”] December 27, 2016. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/sobytie/150126-pochemu-lukashenko-polyubil-belorusskiy-yazyk-

i-nacstroitelstvo.html.  

Shraibman, Artem. 2016c. “Stanet li Belaya Rus’ pravyashchei partiei Lukashenko.” [“Will 

Belaya Rus be Lukashenka’s ruling party?”] April 29, 2016. Accessed from the Ostro.by 

Website, November 5, 2016. http://ostro.by/politics/stanet-li-belaya-rus-pravyashhej-

partiej-lukashenko/.  

Shraibman, Artem. 2016d. “Zachem Lukashenko pustil oppozitsiyu v parlament.” [“Why 

Lukashenka let opposition into parliament.”] September 16, 2016. Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, January 9, 2017. https://udf.by/parlament2016/145456-zachem-

lukashenko-pustil-oppoziciyu-v-parlament.html.  

Shraibman, Artyom. 2017a. “Breakout from isolation? What to expect from Lukashenka’s 

visit to Brussels.” October 13, 2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, 

January 2, 2018. https://belarusdigest.com/story/breakout-from-isolation-what-to-

expect-from-lukashenkas-visit-to-brussels/.  

Shraibman, Artem. 2017b. “Konets Belorusskoi ottepeli? Rano veshat’ nos.” [“The end of the 

Belarusian thaw? Too early to get upset.”] April 6, 2017. Accessed from the TUT.by 

Website, February 23, 2018. https://news.tut.by/economics/538314.html.  

Shraibman, Artem. 2017c. “Novoe kachestvo protesta. Pochemu belorusy nachali vykhodit’ 

na ulitsy.” [“A new quality of protest. Why Belarusians started to take to the streets.”] 

March 2, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, February 23, 

2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=68119.  

http://udf.by/news/sobytie/150126-pochemu-lukashenko-polyubil-belorusskiy-yazyk-i-nacstroitelstvo.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/150126-pochemu-lukashenko-polyubil-belorusskiy-yazyk-i-nacstroitelstvo.html
http://ostro.by/politics/stanet-li-belaya-rus-pravyashhej-partiej-lukashenko/
http://ostro.by/politics/stanet-li-belaya-rus-pravyashhej-partiej-lukashenko/
https://udf.by/parlament2016/145456-zachem-lukashenko-pustil-oppoziciyu-v-parlament.html
https://udf.by/parlament2016/145456-zachem-lukashenko-pustil-oppoziciyu-v-parlament.html
https://belarusdigest.com/story/breakout-from-isolation-what-to-expect-from-lukashenkas-visit-to-brussels/
https://belarusdigest.com/story/breakout-from-isolation-what-to-expect-from-lukashenkas-visit-to-brussels/
https://news.tut.by/economics/538314.html
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=68119


 

610 
 

Shraibman, Artem. 2017d. “Ottepel’ na pause. Kak Minsk sovmeshchaet razgon protestov i 

sblizhenie c Zapadom.” [“Thaw on pause. How Minsk combines dispersal of protests 

and rapproachment with the West.”] March 29, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by 

Website, March 16, 2018. http://udf.by/news/politic/154500-ottepel-na-pauze-kak-

minsk-sovmeschaet-razgon-protestov-i-sblizhenie-s-zapadom.html. 

Shraibman, Artyom. 2017e. “The Far-Reaching Consequences of Belarus’s Conflict with 

Russia.” February 8, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

January 20, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=67939.  

Shuklinov, Petr. 2014. “V pukakh Akhmetova. Kak umiraet Partiya regionov.” [“In the hands 

of Akhmetov. How the Party of Regions dies.”] May 14, 2014. Accessed from the 

Liga.net Website, November 9, 2017. http://news.liga.net/articles/politics/1720721-

v_rukakh_akhmetova_kak_umiraet_partiya_regionov.htm.  

Shupak, Marina. 2017. ““Udavka” dlya nepravitel’stvennykh organizatsiy. Amnesty 

International prizyvaet minyust Moldovy otozvat’ popravki k zakonu ob NPO.” [“A 

“Hammer” for non-governmental organisations. Amnesty International callos on the 

Ministry of Justice of Moldova to withdraw the amndements to the law on NGOs.”] 

August 11, 2017. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, March 14, 2018. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/udavka-dlya-nepravitelstvennyh-organizatsiy-

amnesty-international-prizyvaet-minyus-32992. 

 Shupak, Marina. 2019. ““Smena vlasti v Moldove proizoshla tol’ko na vershine aisberga.” 

Interv’yu NM s lyudmiloi Kozlovskiy i Serdzhiu Chebotarem.” [““The change of power 

in Moldova occurred only at the tip of the iceberg.” Interview by NM with Lyudmila 

Kozlovskaya and Sergiu Chebotar.”] Accessed from the Newsmaker.md Website, June 

http://udf.by/news/politic/154500-ottepel-na-pauze-kak-minsk-sovmeschaet-razgon-protestov-i-sblizhenie-s-zapadom.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/154500-ottepel-na-pauze-kak-minsk-sovmeschaet-razgon-protestov-i-sblizhenie-s-zapadom.html
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=67939
http://news.liga.net/articles/politics/1720721-v_rukakh_akhmetova_kak_umiraet_partiya_regionov.htm
http://news.liga.net/articles/politics/1720721-v_rukakh_akhmetova_kak_umiraet_partiya_regionov.htm
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/udavka-dlya-nepravitelstvennyh-organizatsiy-amnesty-international-prizyvaet-minyus-32992
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/udavka-dlya-nepravitelstvennyh-organizatsiy-amnesty-international-prizyvaet-minyus-32992


 

611 
 

25, 2019.http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/smena-vlasti-v-moldove-proizoshla-tolko-

na-vershine-aysberga-intervyu-nm-s-lyudmil-44209. 

Shvarev, Alexander. 2016, “Rosgvardii dobavyat polnomochii.” [“National guard add 

authority.”] March 14, 2017. Accessed from the Rosbalt Website, May 27, 2017. 

http://www.rosbalt.ru/moscow/2017/03/14/1598336.html.  

Sibirtsev, Aleksandr. 2014. “Chto stoit za slukhami o yugo – zapadnom fronte Ukrainy.” 

[“What is behind the rumours about the south-western front of Ukraine.”] August 5, 

2014. Accessed from the Vesti Ukraine Website, January 16, 2018. https://vesti-

ukr.com/odessa/64096-chto-stoit-za-sluhami-o-jugo-zapadnom-fronte-ukrainy. 

 Sidorenko, Sergei. 2018. “Ukraina bez shansov v ES i NATO: detail skandal’noi rechi Orbana 

o strategii Vengrii.” [“Ukraine without a chance in the EU and NATO: details of Orban’s 

scandalous speech on Hungary’s strategy.”] August 1, 2018. Accessed from the 

Evropeiskaya Pravda Website, August 15, 2019. 

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/08/1/7085087/. 

Siegert, Jens. 2014. “The Return of Ideology – Russia’s New Sense of Mission.” Russian 

Analytical Digest. Number 148. May 2, 2014.  

Sikkink, Kathryn. 1991. Ideas and Institutions: Developmentalism in Brazil and Argentina. 

Ithaca, NY and London: Cornell University Press.  

Silina, Tat’yana. 2003. “Viktor Chernomyrdin: “Nikto nikogo ugovarivat’ ne budet.” [“Victor 

Chernomyrdin: “No one should be considered.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 32. August 

23, 2003.  

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/smena-vlasti-v-moldove-proizoshla-tolko-na-vershine-aysberga-intervyu-nm-s-lyudmil-44209
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/smena-vlasti-v-moldove-proizoshla-tolko-na-vershine-aysberga-intervyu-nm-s-lyudmil-44209
http://www.rosbalt.ru/moscow/2017/03/14/1598336.html
https://vesti-ukr.com/odessa/64096-chto-stoit-za-sluhami-o-jugo-zapadnom-fronte-ukrainy
https://vesti-ukr.com/odessa/64096-chto-stoit-za-sluhami-o-jugo-zapadnom-fronte-ukrainy
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/articles/2018/08/1/7085087/


 

612 
 

Silina, Tat’yana. 2013. “Vse, chem mogu…” [“All I can…”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 42. 

November 16, 2013: 1. 

Silitski, Vital’. 2006. “Belarus: Anatomy of Preemptive Authoritarianism.” In The Geopolitical 

Place of Belarus in Europe and the World edited by Valer Bulhakau. Warsaw: Wyzsza 

Szkoła Handlu i Prawa: 59-90.  

Silitski, Vitali. 2005. “Preempting Democracy: The Case of Belarus.” Journal of Democracy. 

16 (4): 83-97.  

Silitski, Vitali. 2006. “Signs of Hope Rather than a Color Revolution.” In Prospects for 

Democracy in Belarus edited by Joerg Forbrig, David R Marples and Pavol Demeš. 

Washington, DC: German Marshall Fund: 20-26.  

Silitski, Vitali. 2009. “What are we trying to Explain?” Journal of Democracy. 20 (1): 86-89. 

Silitski, Vitali. 2010. “”Survival of the fittest: Domestic and international dimensions of the 

authoritarian reaction in the former Soviet Union following the coloured revolutions.” 

Communist and Post-Communist Studies. 43 (4): 339-350. 

Silva, Elizabeth B. 2016. “Habitus: beyond sociology.” The Sociological Review. 64 (1): 73-92. 

Simmons, Beth A and Elkins, Zachary. 2004. “The Globalization of Liberlization: Policy 

Diffusion in the International Political Economy.” American Political Science Review. 98 

(1): 171-189.  

Sinovitz, Ron. 2016. “Vsemirnaya istoriya otravleniy ot Kremlya.” [“The World History of 

Poisioning from the Kremlin.”] January 25, 2016. Accessed from the Nastoyashchee 

Vremya Website, January 13, 2018. https://www.currenttime.tv/a/27503923.html.  

https://www.currenttime.tv/a/27503923.html


 

613 
 

Sissenich, Beate. 2008. “Cross-National Policy Networks and the State: EU Social Policy 

Transfer to Poland and Hungary.” European Journal of International Relations. 14 (3): 

455-487.  

Sivitski, Arseni. 2017. ““Zapad-2017”: Belarus between its ally obligations and regional 

security commitments.” October 23, 2017. Accessed from the Tsentr Strategicheskikh i 

Vneshnepoliticheskikh Issledovaniy Website, December 2, 2017. 

http://csfps.by/en/posts/20171023.  

Sivitskiy, Arseny. 2016. “Belarus Is Preparing For A Donbass-Like Hybrid War Conflict.” 

September 28, 2016. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 28, 2017. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-preparing-donbass-hybrid-war-conflict-27390.  

Sivitskiy, Arseny. 2017. “Sivitsky: otnosheniya s Kitaem podtalkivayut Belarus’ k reformam i 

druzhbe s ES.” [“Sivitsky: Relations with China push Belarus towards reforms and 

friendship with the EU.”] August 2, 2017. Accessed from the Tsentr Strategicheskikh i 

Vneshnepoliticheskikh Issledovaniy Website, January 30, 2018. 

http://csfps.by/ru/posts/20170802.  

Sivitskiy, Arsen and Tsarik, Yuriy. 2017. “Polticheskiy krizis fevralya-marta 2017 v Belarusi 

(II).” [“Political crisis of February-March 2017 in Belarus (II).”] August 24, 2017. 

Accessed from the Tsentr Strategicheskikh i Vneshnepoliticheskikh Issledovaniy 

Website, March 16, 2018. http://csfps.by/ru/posts/20170824.  

Skibitska, Yuliana and Popenko, Oleksandr. 2018. “Inside The Defunct Roshen Factory in 

Russia.” March 26, 2018. Accessed from the Hromadske International Website, July 

23, 2018. https://en.hromadske.ua/posts/inside-the-defunct-roshen-factory-in-russia.  

http://csfps.by/en/posts/20171023
http://belarusdigest.com/story/belarus-preparing-donbass-hybrid-war-conflict-27390
http://csfps.by/ru/posts/20170802
http://csfps.by/ru/posts/20170824
https://en.hromadske.ua/posts/inside-the-defunct-roshen-factory-in-russia


 

614 
 

Skosyrev, Vladimir. 2014. “Rossiya i Kitai rasshiryayut vzaimodeistvie.” [“Russia and China 

expand cooperation.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 242. November 10, 2014: 8.  

Smeshnaya, Tat’yana. 2017. “Kompromissnyi variant?” [“A compromise option?”] Logos-

Press. Number 18. May 12, 2017.  

Smok, Vadim. 2015. “Iskusstvo kontrabandy v Belarusi.” [“The art of smuggling in Belarus.”] 

February 26, 2015. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 6, 2016. 

http://udf.by/posrednik/iz-za/118254-iskusstvo-kontrabandy-v-belarusi.html.  

Smok, Vadzim. 2017. “Was The White Legion Really Planning An Armed Attack?” April 17, 

2017. Accessed from the Belarus Digest Website, May 29, 2017. 

http://belarusdigest.com/story/was-white-legion-really-planning-armed-attack-29810.  

Snegin, Sergei. 2005. “Agressiya zla.” [“Aggression of evil.”] Belarus’ Segodnya. Number 90. 

May 14, 2005: 2.  

Snyder, Timothy. 2014. “Ukraine: The New Dictatorship.” January 18, 2014. Accessed from 

the New York Review of Books Website, October 23, 2016. 

http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2014/01/18/ukraine-new-dictatorship/?insrc=wbll.  

Sobchak, Ksenia. 2017. “Kseniya Sobchak ob’yavila ob uchastii v vyborakh prezidenta Rossii.” 

[“Ksenia Sobchak announces participation in the Russian presidential elections.”] 

October 18, 2017. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, February 9, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/09/30/736005-sobchak-viborah-

prezidenta.  

http://udf.by/posrednik/iz-za/118254-iskusstvo-kontrabandy-v-belarusi.html
http://belarusdigest.com/story/was-white-legion-really-planning-armed-attack-29810
http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2014/01/18/ukraine-new-dictatorship/?insrc=wbll
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/09/30/736005-sobchak-viborah-prezidenta
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/09/30/736005-sobchak-viborah-prezidenta


 

615 
 

Socor, Vladimir. 2016a. “Plahotniuc’s power base in Moldova: Allies and instruments (Part 

One.”) Eurasia Daily Monitor. 13 (7). January 12, 2016. Accessed from the Jamestown 

Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-

power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-one/. 

Socor, Vladimir. 2016b. “Plahotniuc’s power base in Moldova: Allies and instruments (Part 

Two.”) Eurasia Daily Monitor. 13 (7). January 12, 2016. Accessed from the Jamestown 

Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-

power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-two/#.VpWC-FLiPiQ%20-

%20external-link-new-window. 

Socor, Vladimir. 2016c. “Surkov and Gryzlov: Russia’s New Negotiators on Ukraine (Part 

One).” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 13 (34). February 19, 2016. Accessed from the 

Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-

ukraine-part-one/. 

Socor, Vladimir. 2016d. “Surkov and Gryzlov: Russia’s New Negotiators on Ukraine (Part 

Two).” Eurasia Daily Monitor. 13 (36). February 19, 2016. Accessed from the 

Jamestown Foundation Website, April 14, 2018. 

https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-

ukraine-part-two/. 

Sokolinskaya, Alena. 2016. ““Trolli:” opasnyi soblazn, ili v chem prav posol Paiett?” [“Trolls:” 

are a dangerous temptation and what is the prpose of Ambassador Pyatt?”] February 

1, 2016. Accessed from the Den Website, July 1, 2017. 

https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-one/
https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-one/
https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-two/#.VpWC-FLiPiQ%20-%20external-link-new-window
https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-two/#.VpWC-FLiPiQ%20-%20external-link-new-window
https://jamestown.org/program/plahotniucs-power-base-in-moldova-allies-and-instruments-part-two/#.VpWC-FLiPiQ%20-%20external-link-new-window
https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-ukraine-part-one/
https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-ukraine-part-one/
https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-ukraine-part-two/
https://jamestown.org/program/surkov-and-gryzlov-russias-new-negotiators-on-ukraine-part-two/


 

616 
 

https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/article/obshchestvo-akciya-dnya/trolli-opasnyy-soblazn-ili-v-

chem-prav-posol-payett.  

Sokolov, Sergey. 2017. “Poroshenko-Akhmetov: the metastases of mutual love covering 

Ukraine.” February 19, 2017. Accessed from the EurAsia Daily Website, February 14, 

2018. https://eadaily.com/en/news/2017/02/19/poroshenko-akhmetov-metastases-

of-mutual-love-covering-ukraine.  

Sokolovskaya, Yanina. 2001. “Viktor Chernomyrdin: Pozirovaniem ne zanimayus’.” [“Viktor 

Chernomyrdin: I do not pose.”] Izvestiya. Number 118. May 7, 2001: 1.  

Soldatov, Andrei. 2013. “FSB razvyazali ruki v sfere informatsionnoi bezopasnosti.” [“The FSB 

Untied its Hands in the Sphere of Information Security.”] December 12, 2013. 

Accessed from the Ezhednevnyi Zhurnal Website, January 30, 2018. 

http://www.ej.ru/?a=note&id=23966. 

Soldatov, Andrei. 2015. “Ukroshchenie interneta.” [“Taming of the internet.”] Kontrapunkt. 

1: 1-10.  

Soldatov, Andrei and Borogan, Irina. 2010. The New Nobility: The Resotration of Russia’s 

Security State and the Enduring Legacy of the KGB. New York: PublicAffairs.  

Soldatov, Andrei and Borogan, Irina. 2015. The Red Web: The Struggle Between Russia’s 

Digital Dictators and The New Online Revolution. New York: PublicAffairs. 

Soldatov, Andrei and Borogan, Irina. 2016. “Putin brings China’s Great Firewall to Russia in 

cybersecurity pact.” November 29, 2016. Accessed from The Guardian Website, 

https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/article/obshchestvo-akciya-dnya/trolli-opasnyy-soblazn-ili-v-chem-prav-posol-payett
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/article/obshchestvo-akciya-dnya/trolli-opasnyy-soblazn-ili-v-chem-prav-posol-payett
https://eadaily.com/en/news/2017/02/19/poroshenko-akhmetov-metastases-of-mutual-love-covering-ukraine
https://eadaily.com/en/news/2017/02/19/poroshenko-akhmetov-metastases-of-mutual-love-covering-ukraine
http://www.ej.ru/?a=note&id=23966


 

617 
 

October 21, 2017. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/29/putin-china-

internet-great-firewall-russia-cybersecurity-pact.  

Solntseva, Alena. 2008. “Tsentral’noaziatskaya model’.” [“The Central Asian model.”] 

Vremya Novostei. Number 169. September 15, 2008: 9. 

Solodkiy, Sergei. 2011. “Arabskaya vesna. Ukrainskie zamorozki.” [“Arab Spring. Ukraine 

frozen.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 9. March 12, 2011: 5. 

Solov’ev, Vladimir. 2018. “Gibridnaya strana. Kak Moldovu zakhvatili bez voiny i revolyutsii.” 

[“A hybrid country. How Moldova was seized without a war and revolution.”] October 

10, 2018. Accessed from the Kommersant Website, December 2, 2018. 

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3763938. 

Solov’ev, Vladimir. 2019. “Ot zakhvata do pobega. Kak rossiya i Zapad vmeste osvobodili 

Moldoviyu ot oligarkha-samoderzhtsa.” [“From capture to escape. How Russia and the 

West liberated Moldova from the autocratic oligarch.”] June 19, 2019. Accessed from 

the Carnegie Russia Website, August 28, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79322. 

Solyanskaya, Ksenia. 2008. “Pisatel’ i piarshchik pripisany k “Pravomu Delu.”” [“The writer 

and the PR man are attributed to the “Right Cause.””] November 13, 2008. Accessed 

from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2008/11/13_a_2881549.shtml.  

Sonin, Konstantin. 2017. “Ksenia Sobchak kak ideal’nyi kandidat v vitse-prezidenty.” [“Ksenia 

Sobchak as an ideal candidate for vice president.”] September 24, 2017. Accessed 

from the Vedomosti Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/29/putin-china-internet-great-firewall-russia-cybersecurity-pact
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/29/putin-china-internet-great-firewall-russia-cybersecurity-pact
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3763938
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/79322
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2008/11/13_a_2881549.shtml


 

618 
 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/columns/2017/09/25/735102-sobchak-idealnii-

vitse-prezidenti.  

Sorokin, Oleksiy. 2018. “As Ukraine imports most of its coial from Russia, ‘Russia sells coal 

stolen from Ukraine to EU.’” December 10, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post 

Website, December 11, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/as-ukraine-

imports-most-of-its-coal-from-russia-russia-sells-coal-stolen-from-ukraine-to-eu.html. 

 Sorokin, Oleksiy. 2019a. “After leaving office, Poroshenko faces criminal investigations.” 

August 2, 2019. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, September 2, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-leaving-office-poroshenko-faces-

criminal-investigations.html. 

Sorokin, Oleksiy. 2019b. “Worrying signs appear in Zelensky’s presidency.” Accessed from 

the Kyiv Post Website, October 7, 2019. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-

politics/worrying-signs-appear-in-zelenskys-presidency.html. 

Sosnin, Konstantin. 2015. “RT Is a Mock-Up of the Real Thing.” The Moscow Times. Number 

5706. September 30, 2015: 8. 

Sozaev-Guriev, Egor. 2016. “V Rossii poyavitsya Natsional’naya Gvardiya.” [“In Russia there 

will be a National Guard.”] Izvestiya. Number 59. April 6, 2016: 2.  

Stake, Robert E. 2009. “The Case Study Method in Social Inquiry.” In Case Study Method 

edited by Roger Gomm, Martyn Hammersley and Peter Foster. London, Thousand 

Oaks, CA and New Delhi: 18-27.  

Standing Committee of the Union State. 2004. “Analiz vozmozhnostei eksporta “oranzhevoi 

revolyutsii” v Belarusi.” [“Analysis of the possibilities of exporting the Orange 

revolution to Belarus.”] November 12, 2004. Accessed from the Standing Committee 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/columns/2017/09/25/735102-sobchak-idealnii-vitse-prezidenti
https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/columns/2017/09/25/735102-sobchak-idealnii-vitse-prezidenti
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/as-ukraine-imports-most-of-its-coal-from-russia-russia-sells-coal-stolen-from-ukraine-to-eu.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/as-ukraine-imports-most-of-its-coal-from-russia-russia-sells-coal-stolen-from-ukraine-to-eu.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-leaving-office-poroshenko-faces-criminal-investigations.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-leaving-office-poroshenko-faces-criminal-investigations.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/worrying-signs-appear-in-zelenskys-presidency.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/worrying-signs-appear-in-zelenskys-presidency.html


 

619 
 

of the Union State Website, January 27, 2019. 

http://www.postkomsg.com/news/various/168394/.  

Standing Committee of the Union State. 2005. ““Tsvetnye revolyutsii” kak sledstvie setevoi 

voiny. Novye geopoliticheskie realii Soyuznogo Gosudarstva.” [““Colour revoltuions” 

as a result of a network war. New geopolitical realities of the Union State.”] May 18, 

2005. Accessed from the Standing Committee of the Union State Website, January 27, 

2019. http://www.postkomsg.com/news/various/169905/.   

Standing Committee of the Union State. 2016. “Belarus’ i Rossiya primut novuyu Voennuyu 

doktrinu Soyuznogo Gosudarstva.” [“Belarus and Russia will adopt a new military 

doctrine for the Union State.”] February 17, 2016. Accessed from the Standing 

Committee of the Union State Website, January 27, 2019. 

http://www.postkomsg.com/expert_opinion/206930/.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2012. “Vlast’ bez politiki: kak pryamaya liniya vyyavila novoe kachestvo 

rezhima.” [“Power without politics: how a direct line revealed a new quality of the 

regime.”] June 16, 2012. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

February 26, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/71277.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2013. “Mikhail Prokhorov: mezhdu Kremlem i oppozitsiei.” [“Mikhail 

Prokhorov: Between the Kremlin and the Opposition.”] February 19, 2013. Accessed 

from the Institut Sovremennoi Rossii Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://imrussia.org/en/politics/394-mikhail-prokhorov-between-the-kremlin-and-

the-opposition.  

http://www.postkomsg.com/news/various/168394/
http://www.postkomsg.com/news/various/169905/
http://www.postkomsg.com/expert_opinion/206930/
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/71277
https://imrussia.org/en/politics/394-mikhail-prokhorov-between-the-kremlin-and-the-opposition
https://imrussia.org/en/politics/394-mikhail-prokhorov-between-the-kremlin-and-the-opposition


 

620 
 

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2014. “2015. Prinuzhdenie k peremenam.” [“2015. Coercion for 

change.”] December 29, 2014. Accessed from the Politcom.ru Website, February 28, 

2018. http://politcom.ru/18452.html.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2015. “Novaya staraya povestka.” [ New old agenda.”] December 7, 

2015. Accessed from the Politcom.ru Website, February 28, 2018. 

http://politcom.ru/19360.html.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2016a. “Goskorporatsiya UVP: chto privelo Kirienko v Kreml’, a 

Volodina v Dumu.” [“State Corporation UVP: what led Kirienko to the Kremlin and 

Volodin to the Duma.”] October 6, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre 

Website, March 5, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64792.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2016b. “Kak rabotaet novaya kadrovaya politika Putina?” [“How does 

Putin’s new personnel policy work?”] August 2, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie 

Moscow Centre Website, January 30, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64220.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2016c. “Kontraelita Rossii. Iz kogo budet sostoyat’ obnovlennyi 

pravyashchiy klass.” [“The counter-elite of Russia. What will the updated ruling class 

consist of.”] August 12, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

February 26, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/66248.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2016d. “Nesistemnaya oppozitsiya pered vyborami. Kakie 

perspektivy?” [“Insubstantial opposition before the elections. What prospects?”] May 

20, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, March 5, 2018. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/63634.  

http://politcom.ru/18452.html
http://politcom.ru/19360.html
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64792
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/64220
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/66248
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/63634


 

621 
 

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2016e. “Vybory-2016: sud’ba liberal’nogo proekta.” [“Elections-2016: 

the fate of the liberal project.”] May 20, 2016. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow 

Centre Website, March 4, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/60153.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2017a. “Chto zhdet sistemnuyu oppozitsiyu vo vremya i posle 

prezidentskikh vyborov.” [“Where will the systemic opposition be during and after the 

presidential elections?”] February 21, 2017. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow 

Centre Website, February 26, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/commentary/68067.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2017b. “Ksenia Sobchak i Kreml’: interesy storon i stsenarii kampanii.” 

[“Ksenia Sobchak and the Kremlin: interests of the parties and campaign scenarios.”] 

October 23, 2017. Accessed from the Politcom.ru Website, February 27, 2018. 

http://politcom.ru/22836.html.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2017c. “Ksenia Sobchak: start kampanii.” [“Ksenia Sobchak: the start of 

the campaign.”] October 30, 2017. Accessed from the Politcom.ru Website, February 

27, 2018. http://politcom.ru/22840.html.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2017d. “Nesistemnaya elita i bezlichnoe gosudarstvo. Kak druz’ya 

Putina proigryvayut novoi byurokratii.” [“Non-systemic elite and an impersonal state. 

How Putin’s friends lost to the new bureaucracy.”] October 24, 2017. Accessed from 

the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, November 7, 2017. 

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/73504.  

Stanovaya, Tat’yana. 2017e. “Putin i “banderlogi.” Skol’ko vremeni v zapase u oppozitsii?” 

[“Putin and the “banderlogists.” How much time does the opposition have?”] Republic 

(Slon). Number 6-13. June 13, 2017.  

http://carnegie.ru/commentary/60153
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/68067
http://politcom.ru/22836.html
http://politcom.ru/22840.html
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/73504


 

622 
 

Starchevskiy, Yuri. 2009. “Budet li Ukraina sil’mym gosudarstvom?” [“Will Ukraine be a 

strong state?”] September 7, 2009. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

August 25, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2009/09/7/4502162/. 

Starr, Harvey. 1991. “Democratic Dominoes: Diffusion Approaches to the Spread of 

Democracy in the International System.” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 35 (2): 356-

381. 

State System of Legal Information. 2019. “O vnesenii izmeneniy v Federal’nyi zakon “O 

svyazi” i federal’nyi zakon “Ob informatsionnykh tekhnologiyakh i o zashchite 

informatsii.”” [“About the introduction of amendments to the Federal Law “on 

communications” and the Federal Law “on information technology and on the 

protection of information.””] April 22, 2019. Accessed from the State System of Legal 

Information Website, August 23, 2019. 

http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001201905010025. 

Stefes, Christoph and Jose, Betcy. 2017. “Contesting and Shaping International Norms: The 

Neglected Side of Autocracy Promotion.” Paper presented at the European 

Consortium of Political Research (ECPR) General Conference. September 6-9, 2017. 

Oslo. 

Steiner, Nathan D. 2012. “Testing for a Political Bias in Freedom House Democracy Scores: 

Are U.S. Friendly States Judged to be More Democratic?” Paper Presented at the 6th 

General European Consortium for Political Research Conference, Bremen. 

Steiner, Nathan D. 2016. “Comparing Freedom House Democracy Scores to Alternative 

indices and Testing for Political Bias: Are US Allies Rated as More Democratic by 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2009/09/7/4502162/
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001201905010025


 

623 
 

Freedom House?” Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis: Research and Practice. 18 

(4): 329-349. 

Strang, David. 1991. “Adding Social Structure to Diffusion Models: An Event History 

Framework.” Sociological Methods Research. 19 (3): 324-353.  

Strang, David and Brandon Tuma, Nancy. 1993. “Spatial and Temporal Heterogeneity in 

Diffusion.” American Journal of Sociology. 99 (3): 614-639.  

Strang, David and Soule, Sarah A. 1998. “Diffusion in Organizations and Social Movements: 

From Hybrid Corn to Poison Pills.” Annual Review of Sociology. 24 (1): 265-290.  

Strebel, Felix. 2011. “Inter-governmental institutions as promoters of energy policy diffusion 

in a federal setting.” Energy Policy. 39: 467-476.  

Strokan, Sergei. 2003. “Strategicheskoe partnerstvo. Igor’ Ivanov i Anatoliy Zelenko 

pogovoril vych na vich.” [“Strategic partnership. Igor Ivanov and Anatoliy Zelenko 

talked tete-a-tete.”] Kommersant-Daily, Number 85. May 20, 2003: 10. 

 Stroschein, Sherrill. 2012. Ethnic Struggle, Coexistence, and Democratization in Eastern 

Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Strzelecki, Jan. 2016. “The Eurasian Economic Union: a time of crisis.” February 1, 2016. 

Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich Website, December 18, 2016. 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-02-01/eurasian-

economic-union-a-time-crisis.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016a. “After exposing top-level corruption, Leshchenko becomes target of 

prosecutors.” December 2, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-02-01/eurasian-economic-union-a-time-crisis
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2016-02-01/eurasian-economic-union-a-time-crisis


 

624 
 

2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trying-expose-top-level-corruption-

leshchenko-becomes-target-prosecutors-%E2%80%8B.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016b. “Exit Reformers.” November 17, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post 

Website, February 4, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/exit-

reformers.html. 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016c. “Konstantin Grigorishin: The Oligarch Who Says He Is Not.” December 

22, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/konstantin-grigorishin-oligarch-says-

not.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016d. “Little hope so far that Lutsenko will bring change.” May 20, 2016. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, November 15, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/little-hope-so-far-that-

lutsenko-will-bring-change-414150.html. 

 Sukhov, Oleg. 2016e. “New sordid details emerge from Yanukovych’s ledger.” August 26, 

2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, March 5, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/reform-watch/new-sordid-details-emerge-

from-yanukovychs-ledger-421693.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016f. “Oleg Sukhov: Poroshenko’s troll army borrows Kremlin techniques.” 

April 19, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 1, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/poroshenkos-troll-army-borrows-

kremlin-techniques-412279.html.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trying-expose-top-level-corruption-leshchenko-becomes-target-prosecutors-%E2%80%8B.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/trying-expose-top-level-corruption-leshchenko-becomes-target-prosecutors-%E2%80%8B.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/exit-reformers.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/exit-reformers.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/konstantin-grigorishin-oligarch-says-not.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/konstantin-grigorishin-oligarch-says-not.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/little-hope-so-far-that-lutsenko-will-bring-change-414150.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/little-hope-so-far-that-lutsenko-will-bring-change-414150.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/reform-watch/new-sordid-details-emerge-from-yanukovychs-ledger-421693.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/reform-watch/new-sordid-details-emerge-from-yanukovychs-ledger-421693.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/poroshenkos-troll-army-borrows-kremlin-techniques-412279.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/poroshenkos-troll-army-borrows-kremlin-techniques-412279.html


 

625 
 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016g. “Onyshchenko makes sweeping claims about Poroshenko graft.” 

December 9, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-makes-sweeping-claims-

poroshenko-graft.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2016h. “Updates: Poroshenko appoints Lutsenko as prosecutor general.” May 

12, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-

appointing-lutsenko-as-prosecutor-general-413590.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017a. “Corrupt Anti-Corruption Agency? Poroshenko denies official’s 

accusations.” November 17, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 

2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/corrupt-anti-corruption-agency-

poroshenko-denies-officials-accusations.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017b. “Lutsenko accused of attempting to bury major graft case.” November 

18, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-accused-attempting-bury-major-

graft-case.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017c. “Oleg Sukhov: Poroshenko, Ukraine’s ‘Putin wannabe’, reveals his true 

face.” March 29, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 29, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/oleg-sukhov-poroshenko-ukraines-

putin-wannabe-reveals-true-face.html.   

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017d. “Onyshchenko says recordings implicates Tymoshenko, Akhmetov, 

Mogilevich in shady deals.” February 13, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-makes-sweeping-claims-poroshenko-graft.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-makes-sweeping-claims-poroshenko-graft.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-appointing-lutsenko-as-prosecutor-general-413590.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-appointing-lutsenko-as-prosecutor-general-413590.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/corrupt-anti-corruption-agency-poroshenko-denies-officials-accusations.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/corrupt-anti-corruption-agency-poroshenko-denies-officials-accusations.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-accused-attempting-bury-major-graft-case.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/lutsenko-accused-attempting-bury-major-graft-case.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/oleg-sukhov-poroshenko-ukraines-putin-wannabe-reveals-true-face.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/oleg-sukhov-poroshenko-ukraines-putin-wannabe-reveals-true-face.html


 

626 
 

July 23, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-says-

recording-implicates-tymoshenko-akhmetov-mafia-boss-mogilevich-shady-deals.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017e. “Parliament approves controversial restrictions on NGOs.” March 23, 

2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 28, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-controversial-

restrictions-ngos.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017f. “Prosecutors strike secret deals with Yanukovych allies, lawmaker 

says.” May 18, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/prosecutors-strike-secret-deals-

yanukovych-allies-lawmaker-says.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017g. “Saakashvili arrives in Kyiv, demands documents on his loss of 

citizenship.” September 19, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 9, 

2017. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-arrives-kyiv-demands-

documents-loss-citizenship.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017h. “Saakashvili returns to Odesa, vowing to combat ‘the main head’ of 

Kyiv corruption.” October 1, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 9, 

2017. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-returns-odesa-vowing-

cut-off-head-kyiv-hydra-corruption.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017i. “Saakashvili’s 3 demands for Ukraine’s Leaders.” September 17, 2017. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 9, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-3-demands-ukraines-

leaders.html. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-says-recording-implicates-tymoshenko-akhmetov-mafia-boss-mogilevich-shady-deals.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-says-recording-implicates-tymoshenko-akhmetov-mafia-boss-mogilevich-shady-deals.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-controversial-restrictions-ngos.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/parliament-approves-controversial-restrictions-ngos.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/prosecutors-strike-secret-deals-yanukovych-allies-lawmaker-says.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/prosecutors-strike-secret-deals-yanukovych-allies-lawmaker-says.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-arrives-kyiv-demands-documents-loss-citizenship.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-arrives-kyiv-demands-documents-loss-citizenship.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-returns-odesa-vowing-cut-off-head-kyiv-hydra-corruption.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvili-returns-odesa-vowing-cut-off-head-kyiv-hydra-corruption.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-3-demands-ukraines-leaders.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-3-demands-ukraines-leaders.html


 

627 
 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2017j. “Showman Saakashvili seeks to unite Poroshenko opposition.” 

September 15, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 9, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/showman-saakashvili-seeks-unite-

poroshenko-opposition.html. 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018a. “Court puts Saakashvili under nighttime house arrest.” January 26, 

2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 17, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/court-puts-saakashvili-nighttime-house-

arrest.html. 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018b. “First hearing held in case against anti-graft activist Shabunin 

(VIDEO).” January 30, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/first-hearing-held-case-anti-graft-activist-

shabunin.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018c. “NABU chief fined as authorities continue assault on anti-gradft body.” 

January 17, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/nabu-chief-fined-authorities-continue-

assault-anti-graft-body.html. 

 Sukhov, Oleg. 2018d. “Oleg Sukhov: Lutsenko’s political circus robs Ukraine of real justice.” 

March 16, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 17, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/lutsenkos-political-circus-robs-

ukraine-real-justice.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018e. “Onyshchenko releases alleged recording of Poroshenko, Zlochevsky in 

graft.” April 20, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 26, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/showman-saakashvili-seeks-unite-poroshenko-opposition.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/showman-saakashvili-seeks-unite-poroshenko-opposition.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/court-puts-saakashvili-nighttime-house-arrest.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/court-puts-saakashvili-nighttime-house-arrest.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/first-hearing-held-case-anti-graft-activist-shabunin.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/first-hearing-held-case-anti-graft-activist-shabunin.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/nabu-chief-fined-authorities-continue-assault-anti-graft-body.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/nabu-chief-fined-authorities-continue-assault-anti-graft-body.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/lutsenkos-political-circus-robs-ukraine-real-justice.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/lutsenkos-political-circus-robs-ukraine-real-justice.html


 

628 
 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-releases-alleged-recording-

implicating-poroshenko-zlochevsky-graft.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018f. “Political Persecution in The Age Of Poroshenko.” February 2, 2018. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 4, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/political-persecution-age-

poroshenko.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018g. “Powerful suspects escape justice on Lutsenko’s watch.” April 13, 

2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 16, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/powerful-suspects-escape-justice-

lutsenkos-watch.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018h. “Ruling exposes Poroshenko allies’ ties to Yanukovych.” January 12, 

2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ruling-exposes-poroshenko-allies-ties-

yanukovych.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg. 2018i. “Saakashvili’s party starts Poroshenko impeachment process.” April 25, 

2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, April 26, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-party-starts-poroshenko-

impeachment-process.html. 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2019a. “Much of old guard is out of parliament but not entirely.” Retrieved 

from the Kyiv Post Website, July 29, 2019. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-

politics/much-of-old-guard-is-out-of-parliament-but-not-entirely.html. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-releases-alleged-recording-implicating-poroshenko-zlochevsky-graft.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/onyshchenko-releases-alleged-recording-implicating-poroshenko-zlochevsky-graft.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/political-persecution-age-poroshenko.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/political-persecution-age-poroshenko.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/powerful-suspects-escape-justice-lutsenkos-watch.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/powerful-suspects-escape-justice-lutsenkos-watch.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ruling-exposes-poroshenko-allies-ties-yanukovych.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ruling-exposes-poroshenko-allies-ties-yanukovych.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-party-starts-poroshenko-impeachment-process.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/saakashvilis-party-starts-poroshenko-impeachment-process.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/much-of-old-guard-is-out-of-parliament-but-not-entirely.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/much-of-old-guard-is-out-of-parliament-but-not-entirely.html


 

629 
 

Sukhov, Oleg. 2019b. “Yanukovych’s old guard is staging a comeback.” August 30, 2019. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, September 2, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-old-guard-is-staging-a-

comeback.html. 

Sukhov, Oleg, Grytsenko, Oksana and Zhuk, Alyona. 2016. “All in the Family: the Sequel.” 

October 7, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, October 28, 2017. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/540626.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg and Krasnikov, Denys. 2017. “5 weeks into blockade, Ukraine faces dilemma 

about status of Donbas.” March 2, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 23, 

2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/5-weeks-blockade-ukraine-faces-

dilemma-status-donbas.html.  

Sukhov, Oleg and Lavrov, Vlad. 2017. “Poroshenko Leads Ukraine Offshore in Paradise 

Papers: Poroshenko lawyers deny charges.” November 10, 2017. Accessed from the 

Kyiv Post Website, February 11, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-

politics/poroshenko-leads-ukraine-offshore-paradise-papers-poroshenko-lawyers-

deny-charges.html. 

Sulimina, Anna. 2011. “The empire strikes back.” Moscow News. Number 95. December 9, 

2011. 

Sumskoi, Viktor. 2010. “Trening po bor’be s oppozitsiei.” [“Training to fight the opposition.”] 

August 25, 2010. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 6, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/08/25_a_3411250.shtml.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-old-guard-is-staging-a-comeback.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/yanukovychs-old-guard-is-staging-a-comeback.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/540626.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/5-weeks-blockade-ukraine-faces-dilemma-status-donbas.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/5-weeks-blockade-ukraine-faces-dilemma-status-donbas.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-leads-ukraine-offshore-paradise-papers-poroshenko-lawyers-deny-charges.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-leads-ukraine-offshore-paradise-papers-poroshenko-lawyers-deny-charges.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-leads-ukraine-offshore-paradise-papers-poroshenko-lawyers-deny-charges.html
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2010/08/25_a_3411250.shtml


 

630 
 

Surana, Kavitha. 2017. “Belarus Is Going to “War” – With a Fake Country.” August 31, 2017. 

Accessed from the Foreign Policy Website, December 2, 2017. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/31/belarus-is-going-to-war-with-a-fake-country-

russia/.  

Surnacheva, Elizabeta. 2011. “Kraine pravoe delo.” [“Extremely right action.”] July 19, 2011. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 27, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2011/07/19_a_3699733.shtml?updated. 

Sushko, Aleksandr and Lisnichuk, Oles’. 2018. “Ustalost’ ot Zapada: obshchestvo strakha i 

ego druz’ya.” [“Fatigue from the West: a society of fear and its friends.”] Zerkalo 

Nedeli. Number 42-43. November 12, 2018. 

Svitrov, Igor’. 2019. “Itogi dnya: o tom, kak ACUM reshil poupravlyat’ stranoi kakie dorogi 

postroyat v Moldove kitaitsy, i gde prodolzhit lechenie Sergei Syrbu.” [“The results of 

the day: how ACUM decided to rule the country, what roads the Chinese will build in 

Moldova, and where Sergei Syrbu will continue his treatment.”] March 26, 2019. 

Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 24, 2019. 

https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-kak-acum-reshil-poupravlyat-

stranoy-kakie-dorogi-postroyat-v-mold-42593/. 

Svolik, Milan. 2012. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. New York: Cambridge University 

Press.  

Syamin, Yevgeniy. 2012. “Stolypin vskladchinu.” [“Stolypin made a pile.”] Kul’tura. Number 

49. December 28, 2012.  

http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/31/belarus-is-going-to-war-with-a-fake-country-russia/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/31/belarus-is-going-to-war-with-a-fake-country-russia/
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2011/07/19_a_3699733.shtml?updated
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-kak-acum-reshil-poupravlyat-stranoy-kakie-dorogi-postroyat-v-mold-42593/
https://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/itogi-dnya-o-tom-kak-acum-reshil-poupravlyat-stranoy-kakie-dorogi-postroyat-v-mold-42593/


 

631 
 

Synovitz, Ron. 2016a. “Volodymyr Groysman: loyal Poroshenko ally.” April 15, 2016. 

Accessed from The Ukrainian Weekly Website, November 16, 2017. 

http://www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/volodymyr-groysman-loyal-poroshenko-ally/.  

Synovitz, Ron. 2016b. “Volodymyr Hroysman: Ukraine’s would-be Prime Minister is Loyal 

Poroshenko Ally.” April 11, 2016. Accessed from the Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 

Website, February 14, 2018. https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-volodomyr-hroysman-

next-prime-minister-yatsenyuk-poroshenko/27667141.html.  

Tadtaev, Georgiy. 2017. “Facebook i Google rasskazali o masshtabe vmeshatel’stva Rossii v 

vybory.” [“Facebook and Google spoke about the scale of Russia’s interference in 

elections.”] October 31, 2017. Accessed from the RBK Website, Febraury 9, 2019. 

https://www.rbc.ru/politics/31/10/2017/59f7d0e69a79477cfcd4da9f. 

 Talant, Bermet. 2019. “After laying low, on pro-Russian party flies high.” July 12, 2019. 

Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, August 27, 2019. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-laying-low-one-pro-russian-party-

flies-high.html. 

Tamkin, Emily. 2017. “‘Russian Laundromat.’” March 24, 2017. Accessed from the Foreign 

Policy Website, January 16, 2018. http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/03/24/russia-isnt-

responding-to-the-russian-laundromat/.  

Tanneberg, Dag, Stefes, Christoph and Merkel, Wolfgang. 2013. “Hard times and regime 

failure: autocratic responses to economic downturn.” Contemporary Politics. 19 (1): 

115-129).  

http://www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/volodymyr-groysman-loyal-poroshenko-ally/
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-volodomyr-hroysman-next-prime-minister-yatsenyuk-poroshenko/27667141.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-volodomyr-hroysman-next-prime-minister-yatsenyuk-poroshenko/27667141.html
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/31/10/2017/59f7d0e69a79477cfcd4da9f
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-laying-low-one-pro-russian-party-flies-high.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/after-laying-low-one-pro-russian-party-flies-high.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/03/24/russia-isnt-responding-to-the-russian-laundromat/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/03/24/russia-isnt-responding-to-the-russian-laundromat/


 

632 
 

Tansey, Oisín. 2016a. The International Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  

Tansey, Oisín. 2016b. “The problem with autocracy promotion.” Democratization. 23 (1): 

141-163.  

Tansey, Oisín, Koehler, Kevin and Schmotz, Alexander. 2017. “Ties to the Rest: Autocratic 

Linkages and Regime Survival.” Comparative Political Studies: 50 (9): 1221-1254. 

Tarasov, Stanislav. 2000. “Kislovodskiy otpusknik. Petr Luchinskiy gotovit novuyu 

strategiyu.” [“Kislovodsk holiday. Peter Luchinsky is preparing a new strategy.”] Vek. 

Number 31. August 4, 2000: 4. 

Tarrow, Sidney. 1988. “National Politics and Collective Action: Recent Theory and Research 

in Western Europe and the United States.” Annual Review of Sociology. 14: 421-440.  

Tarrow, Sidney. 1989. Democracy and Disorder: Protests and Politics in Italy, 1965-1975. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Taylor, Brian D. 2018. The Code of Putinism. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Teets, Jessica C. 2014. Civil Society under Authoritarianism: The China Model. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Teper, Yuri. 2016. “Official Russia identity discourse in light of the annexation of Crimea: 

national or imperial?” Post-Soviet Affairs. 32 (4): 378-396.  

Tetlock, Philip E. 1991. “Learning in U.S. and Soviet Foreign Policy: In Search of an Elusive 

Concept.” In Learning in U.S. and Soviet Foreign Policy edited by George W Breslauer 



 

633 
 

and Philip E Tretlock. Boulder, CO, San Francisco, CA and Oxford: Westview Press: 20-

61. 

Tharoor, Ishaan. 2017. “What you need to know about Russia’s huge military exercise.” 

September 14, 2017. Accessed from The Washington Post Website, December 2, 2017. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/09/14/what-you-

need-to-know-about-russias-huge-military-exercise/?utm_term=.8b9ff41d096e.  

The Anti-terrorist Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States. 2011. “Sovmestnoe antiterroisticheskoe uchenie “Donbass-Antiterror-2011.” 

[“Joint anti-terrorist doctrine “Donbass-Antiterror-2011.”] September 28-29, 2011. 

Accessed from the antiterrorist centre of the member states of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States Website, November 26, 2017. 

http://www.cisatc.org/133/161/377.html.  

The Anti-terrorist Centre of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States. 2012. “Sovmestnaya komandno-shtabnaya trenirovka “Don-Antiterror-2012.”” 

[“Joint command-staff training “Don-Antiterror-2012.””] September 4, 2012. Accessed 

from the antiterrorist centre of the member states of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States Website, November 26, 2017. 

http://www.cisatc.org/133/162/506.html. 

The Insider. 2016a. “Slava v Ukraine. Vzlomannaya perepiska Surkova – chast’ I.” [“Glory in 

Ukraine. The cracked correspondence of Surkov – Part I.”] October 26, 2016. Accessed 

from the Insider Website, January 18, 2018. https://theins.ru/politika/34411.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/09/14/what-you-need-to-know-about-russias-huge-military-exercise/?utm_term=.8b9ff41d096e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/09/14/what-you-need-to-know-about-russias-huge-military-exercise/?utm_term=.8b9ff41d096e
http://www.cisatc.org/133/161/377.html
http://www.cisatc.org/133/162/506.html
https://theins.ru/politika/34411


 

634 
 

The Insider. 2016b. “Slava v Ukraine. Vzlomannaya perepiska Surkova – chast’ II.” [“Glory in 

Ukraine. The cracked correspondence of Surkov – Part II.”] October 27, 2016. Accessed 

from the Insider Website, January 18, 2018. https://theins.ru/politika/34558.  

The Moscow Times. 2012. “NGOs Must Register as ‘Foreign Agents.’” The Moscow Times. 

Number 4917. July 2, 2012: 1.  

The Moscow Times. 2016a. “Putin’s Personal Army: Analysts on Russia’s National Guard.” 

April 7, 2016. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, May 27, 2017. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-personal-army-analysts-on-russias-

national-guard-52445. 

The Moscow Times. 2016b. “Russian National Guard Reaches 340,000 Men.” November 25, 

2016. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, August 12, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/11/25/russian-national-guard-reaches-

340000-personnel-a56308. 

The Moscow Times. 2017a. “Ksenia Sobchak, Russia’s Star Presidential Candidate, Will Be 

Heard.” October 26, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 27, 

2018. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ksenia-sobchak-russias-star-presidential-

candidate-59377.  

The Moscow Times. 2017b. “Rosneft CEO Sechin Taped Ulyukayev Conversations in FSB 

Bribe Sting.” September 5, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, January 

30, 2018. https://themoscowtimes.com/news/rosneft-ceo-sechin-taped-ulyukayev-

conversations-in-fsb-bribe-sting-58835.  

https://theins.ru/politika/34558
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-personal-army-analysts-on-russias-national-guard-52445
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/putins-personal-army-analysts-on-russias-national-guard-52445
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/11/25/russian-national-guard-reaches-340000-personnel-a56308
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/11/25/russian-national-guard-reaches-340000-personnel-a56308
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ksenia-sobchak-russias-star-presidential-candidate-59377
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/ksenia-sobchak-russias-star-presidential-candidate-59377
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/rosneft-ceo-sechin-taped-ulyukayev-conversations-in-fsb-bribe-sting-58835
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/rosneft-ceo-sechin-taped-ulyukayev-conversations-in-fsb-bribe-sting-58835


 

635 
 

The Moscow Times. 2017c. “Russian Activist Navalny Given 5-Year Suspended Sentence in 

Kirovles Retrial.” February 8, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, March 

29, 2017. https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russian-activist-navalny-sentenced-in-

kirovles-case-57038.  

The Moscow Times. 2017d. “The Ulyukayev Trial: A Prologue for Putin’s Next Term.” 

December 15, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/now-the-criminals-run-the-courts-59966. 

The Moscow Times. 2017e. “What’s Behind Ksenia Sobchak’s ‘Against All’ Bid for the 

Presidency?” October 19, 2017. Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, February 

27, 2018. https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-is-behind-ksenia-sobchak-

against-all-bid-for-the-presidency-59319.  

The Moscow Times. 2018. “Navalny Brother Free After 3.5 Years in Prison.” June 29, 2018. 

Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, October 13, 2018. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/news/navalny-brother-free-3-5-years-prison-62047. 

 The Moscow Times. 2019. “Top Russian Official Predicts Protest ‘Explosion’ if Economy 

Doesn’t Improve.” Accessed from The Moscow Times Website, July 8, 2019. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/top-russian-official-predicts-protest-

explosion-if-economy-doesnt-improve-a66063. 

Tikhonenko, Igor’. 2011. “Ukhod Lukashenko po-arabski.” [“Lukashenko’s departure in 

Arabic.”] July 11, 2011. Accessed from the Voice of America, August 10, 2019. 

https://www.golos-ameriki.ru/a/lukashenko-arabic-spring-2011-07-12-

125388398/238596.html. 

https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russian-activist-navalny-sentenced-in-kirovles-case-57038
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/russian-activist-navalny-sentenced-in-kirovles-case-57038
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/now-the-criminals-run-the-courts-59966
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-is-behind-ksenia-sobchak-against-all-bid-for-the-presidency-59319
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/what-is-behind-ksenia-sobchak-against-all-bid-for-the-presidency-59319
https://themoscowtimes.com/news/navalny-brother-free-3-5-years-prison-62047
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/top-russian-official-predicts-protest-explosion-if-economy-doesnt-improve-a66063
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/19/top-russian-official-predicts-protest-explosion-if-economy-doesnt-improve-a66063
https://www.golos-ameriki.ru/a/lukashenko-arabic-spring-2011-07-12-125388398/238596.html
https://www.golos-ameriki.ru/a/lukashenko-arabic-spring-2011-07-12-125388398/238596.html


 

636 
 

Tileagă, Cristian. 2013. Political Psychology: Critical Perspectives. New York: Cambridge 

University Press.  

Tilly, Charles and Tarrow, Sidney. 2015. Contentious Politics. 2nd edition. New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

Timoshenko, Viktor. 2001. ““Rynok ne vvoditsya deklaratsiyami.” Chrezvychainyi i 

Polnomochnyi Posol Ukrainy v RF Nikolai Beloblotskiy ubezhden v preimushchestvakh 

pragmaticheskogo podkhoda k mezhgosudarstvennym otnoshenhiyam.” [““The 

market will not be introduced by declarations.” Ambassador Extraordnianry and 

Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Russian Federation Nikolay Beloblotsky is convinced 

of the advantages of a pragmatic approach to interstate relations.”] Nezavisimaya 

Gazeta. Number 216. November 20, 2001: 9. 

 Timofti, Nicolae. 2013. “Prezident Nikolae Timofti vystupil s rech’yu na sammite glav 

gosudarstv Tsentral’noi Evropy.” [“President Nicolae Timofti made a speech at the 

summit of the heads of state of Central Europe.”] June 13, 2013. Accessed from the 

Presidency of the Republic of Moldova Website, August 15, 2019. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-nicolae-timofti-a-tinut-un-discurs-

la-summit-ului-sefilor-de-stat-din-tarile-europei-centrale. 

Timofti, Nicolae. 2016. “Prezident Timofti: “My khotim evropeiskoi intefratsii vopeki 

davleniyu izvne.”” [“President Timofti: “We want European integration despite 

pressure from outside.””] September 13, 2016. Accessed from the Presidency of the 

Republic of Moldova Website, August 15, 2019. 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-nicolae-timofti-a-tinut-un-discurs-la-summit-ului-sefilor-de-stat-din-tarile-europei-centrale
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-nicolae-timofti-a-tinut-un-discurs-la-summit-ului-sefilor-de-stat-din-tarile-europei-centrale


 

637 
 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-timofti-ne-dorim-integrarea-

europeana-in-pofida-presiunilor-externe. 

Timpul.md. 2013. “Renat Usatîi, filantrop în R. Moldova, legat de MAFIA RUSĂ și consilier 

SECRET al ex-premierului Fialt [“Renato Usatii, a philanthropist in Moldova, linked to 

the Russian mafia and the secret secretary of former Prime Minister Filat.”] 

September 21, 2013. Accessed from the Timpul.md Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://www.timpul.md/articol/renat-usatii-filantrop-in-r--moldova-legat-de-mafia-

rusa-i-consilier-secret-al-ex-premierului-filat-48576.html.  

Timtchenko, Ilya. 2016. “Anything to Hide?: Poroshenko’s offshore deals raise questions for 

Ukraine.” April 9, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, February 11, 2018.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenkos-offshore-

deals-raise-questions-for-ukraine-411581.html.  

Timtchenko, Ilya. 2017. “CEO Watch: NBU should stabilize currency and remove regulations, 

says Alfa Bank leader.” December 6, 2017. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, July 

23, 2018. https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ceo-watch-nbu-stabilize-currency-

remove-regulations-says-alfa-bank-leader.html.  

Tkach, Lidiya. 2012. “Sovet Evropy budet sledit’ za delom telekanala NIT.” [“The Council of 

Europe will monitor the business TV channel NIT.”] April 11, 2012. Accessed from the 

Komsomol’skaya Pravda Moldova Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.kp.md/online/news/1127437/.  

Tkachuk, Dmitriy. 2014. “Opyt bor’by s korruptsei. Singapur.” [“Experience in the fight 

against corruption. Singapore.”] December 5, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-timofti-ne-dorim-integrarea-europeana-in-pofida-presiunilor-externe
http://www.presedinte.md/rus/presa/presedintele-timofti-ne-dorim-integrarea-europeana-in-pofida-presiunilor-externe
https://www.timpul.md/articol/renat-usatii-filantrop-in-r--moldova-legat-de-mafia-rusa-i-consilier-secret-al-ex-premierului-filat-48576.html
https://www.timpul.md/articol/renat-usatii-filantrop-in-r--moldova-legat-de-mafia-rusa-i-consilier-secret-al-ex-premierului-filat-48576.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenkos-offshore-deals-raise-questions-for-ukraine-411581.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenkos-offshore-deals-raise-questions-for-ukraine-411581.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ceo-watch-nbu-stabilize-currency-remove-regulations-says-alfa-bank-leader.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/business/ceo-watch-nbu-stabilize-currency-remove-regulations-says-alfa-bank-leader.html
http://www.kp.md/online/news/1127437/


 

638 
 

Pravda Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2014/12/5/7046467/. 

Toal, Gerard. 2017. Near Abroad: Putin, the West, and the Contest over Ukraine and the 

Caucasus. New York: Oxford University Press.  

Todosijević, Bojan and Enyedi, Zsolt. 2003. “Understanding Authoritarianism. Psychological 

Antecedents and Ideological Consequences.” Central European Political Science 

Review. 4 (15): 35-51. 

Todosijević, Bojan and Enyedi, Zsolt. 2008. “Authoritarianism without Dominant Ideology: 

Political Manifestations of Authoritarian Attitudes in Hungary. Political Psychology. 29 

(5): 767-787. 

Todua, Zurab. 2011. “Na kogo rabotayut Rossiiskie SMI v Moldove?” [“Who are the Russian 

Media Working for in Moldova?”] Nezavisimaya Moldova. April 22, 2011. 

Tolkacheva, Elena. 2017. “Makei v Bryussele: Bazovoe soglashenie o partnerstve Belarusi s 

ES rano ili pozdno budet.” [“Makei in Brussels: A basic agreement on Belarus’ 

partnership with the EU will be signed sooner or later.”] November 24, 2017. Accessed 

from the UDF.by Website, January 2, 2018. http://udf.by/news/politic/165621-makey-

v-bryussele-bazovoe-soglashenie-o-partnerstve-belarusi-s-es-rano-ili-pozdno-

budet.html.  

Tolkacheva, Elena. 2018. “Surikov: Byla popytka razobshchit’ nashe bratstvo, i oni 

prodolzhayutsya, no nasha zadacha – ne dopustit’ etogo.” [“Surikov: There was an 

attemot to divide our brotherhood, and this continues, but our task is to prevent 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/columns/2014/12/5/7046467/
http://udf.by/news/politic/165621-makey-v-bryussele-bazovoe-soglashenie-o-partnerstve-belarusi-s-es-rano-ili-pozdno-budet.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/165621-makey-v-bryussele-bazovoe-soglashenie-o-partnerstve-belarusi-s-es-rano-ili-pozdno-budet.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/165621-makey-v-bryussele-bazovoe-soglashenie-o-partnerstve-belarusi-s-es-rano-ili-pozdno-budet.html


 

639 
 

this.”] August 30, 2018. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, Janaury 31, 2019. 

https://news.tut.by/economics/606195.html.  

Tolstrup, Jakob. 2014. Russia vs. the EU: External Actors in Competition for Influence in Post-

Soviet States. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.  

Tolstrup, Jakob. 2015a. “Black knights and elections in authoritarian regimes: Why and how 

Russia supports incumbents in post-Soviet states.”European Journal of Political 

Research. 54 (4): 673-690. 

Tolstrup, Jakob. 2015b. “Subnational level: Russian Support for Secessionism and Pockets of 

Autocracy.” In Autocratic and Democratic External Influences in Post-Soviet Eurasia 

edited by Anastassia Obydenkova and Alexander Libman. Farnham and Burlington, VT: 

Ashgate Publishing: 109- 120. 

Tosun, Jale. 2013. Environmental Policy Change in Emerging Market Democracies: Central 

and Eastern Europe and Latin America Compared. Toronto, Boulder, CO and London: 

University of Toronto Press.  

Trampusch, Christine and Palier, Bruno. 2016. “Between X and Y: how process tracing 

contributes to opening the black box of causality.” New Political Economy. 21 (5): 437-

454.  

Tregubov, Vikotr. 2011. “Liki protesta.” [“Faces of Protest.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 34. 

September 23, 2011. 

Trenin, Dmitry. 2011a. Post-Imperium. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace.  

https://news.tut.by/economics/606195.html


 

640 
 

Trenin, Dmitri. 2011b. “Protests in Russia.” December 29, 2011. Accessed from the Carnegie 

Moscow Centre Website, February 10, 2018. http://carnegie.ru/2011/12/29/protests-

in-russia-pub-46369#participants.  

Trenin, Dmitri. 2018a. “Containing the Kerch Crisis.” November 28, 2018. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, December 4, 2018. 

https://carnegie.ru/commentary/77813. 

Trenin, Dmitriy. 2018b. “Kak Tramp vse rasstroil, no ne slomal.” [“How Trump upset, but did 

not break.”] January 22, 2018. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, 

August 19, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/2018/01/22/ru-pub-75322. 

Trenin, Dmitriy. 2018bc. “Opasnoe sblizhenie: kak b Khel’sinki sformirovalsya neozhidannyi 

al’yans.” [“A Dangerous rapprochement: how an unexpected alliance formed in 

Helsinki.”] July 17, 2018. Accessed from the Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 

19, 2019. https://carnegie.ru/2018/07/17/ru-pub-76852. 

Trenin, Dmitriy and Lipskiy, Andrei. 2018. “Rossiya i SShA nakhoditsya v sostoyanii gribridnoi 

voiny. Eto vser’ez i nadolgo.” [“Russia and the United States are in a state of hybrid 

warfare. It is serious and for a long time.”] September 27, 2018. Accessed from the 

Carnegie Moscow Centre Website, August 19, 2019. 

https://carnegie.ru/2018/09/27/ru-pub-77361. 

Tretyuk, Asya. 2001. “Luchshe molchat’, chem govorit’.” [“Better to be silent, what to say.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 24. June 18, 2001.  

http://carnegie.ru/2011/12/29/protests-in-russia-pub-46369#participants
http://carnegie.ru/2011/12/29/protests-in-russia-pub-46369#participants
https://carnegie.ru/commentary/77813
https://carnegie.ru/2018/01/22/ru-pub-75322
https://carnegie.ru/2018/07/17/ru-pub-76852
https://carnegie.ru/2018/09/27/ru-pub-77361


 

641 
 

Trifonova, Ekaterina. 2014. “Inostrannye agenty trebuyut ot zor’kina raz’yasneniy.” 

[“Foreign agents require explanations from Zorkin.”] Nezavismaya Gazeta. Number 

47. March 7, 2014: 3.  

Tristan, Aleksei. 2014. “Glavnyi spets po Ukraine.” [“The main special for Ukriane.”] 

Nezavisimaya Moldova. Number 7. March 5, 2014.  

Trofimova, Natal’ya. 2006. “Mykola Azarov: “Ya schitayu vozmozhnym sozdanie koalitsii na 

baze zdorovykh sil iz vsekh fraktsiy.”” [“Mykola Azarov: “I consider it possible to create 

a coalition on the basis of healthy forces from all factions.””] Den. Number 91. June 5, 

2006.  

Tsentr Razumkova. 2018. “Z chim hromadyan asotsiyuyut’sya Ukraina to Rosiya 

(opituvannya.”) [“What Ukrainian Citizens associate with Ukraine and Russia (polls).”] 

January 19, 2018. Accssed from the Tsentr Razumkova Website, November 13, 2018. 

http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/z-chym-u-hromadian-ukrainy-asotsiiuiutsia-

ukraina-ta-

rosiia?highlight=WyJcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0MzBcdTA0MzFcdTA0NTZcdTA0M2JcdT

A0NGNcdTA0M2RcdTA0NTZcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0NGMiXQ==.  

Tsepliaev, Vitalii. 2010. “Fenomen Singapura: kak na pomoike vyrosli neboskrey.” [“The 

phenomenon of Singapore: how the scaffolding grew into skyscrapers.”] February 24, 

2010. Accessed from the Argumenty i Fakty Website, October 21, 2017. 

http://www.aif.ru/money/business/16458.  

TSN.ua. 2014. “Akhmetov po “shchelchku pal’tsev” vyzyvaet k sebe galvarya “Donetskoi 

Narodnoi Respubliki” – rossiyskie SMI.” [“Akhmetov calls a leader of the “Donetsk 

http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/z-chym-u-hromadian-ukrainy-asotsiiuiutsia-ukraina-ta-rosiia?highlight=WyJcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0MzBcdTA0MzFcdTA0NTZcdTA0M2JcdTA0NGNcdTA0M2RcdTA0NTZcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0NGMiXQ
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/z-chym-u-hromadian-ukrainy-asotsiiuiutsia-ukraina-ta-rosiia?highlight=WyJcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0MzBcdTA0MzFcdTA0NTZcdTA0M2JcdTA0NGNcdTA0M2RcdTA0NTZcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0NGMiXQ
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/z-chym-u-hromadian-ukrainy-asotsiiuiutsia-ukraina-ta-rosiia?highlight=WyJcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0MzBcdTA0MzFcdTA0NTZcdTA0M2JcdTA0NGNcdTA0M2RcdTA0NTZcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0NGMiXQ
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/z-chym-u-hromadian-ukrainy-asotsiiuiutsia-ukraina-ta-rosiia?highlight=WyJcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0MzBcdTA0MzFcdTA0NTZcdTA0M2JcdTA0NGNcdTA0M2RcdTA0NTZcdTA0NDFcdTA0NDJcdTA0NGMiXQ
http://www.aif.ru/money/business/16458


 

642 
 

People’s Republic” on the “flick of his fingers” – Russian media.”] April 29, 2014. 

Accessed from the TSN.ua Website, January 16, 2018. 

https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/ahmetov-po-schelchku-palcev-vyzyvaet-k-sebe-glavarya-

doneckoy-narodnoy-respubliki-rossiyskie-smi-363287.html.  

TSN.ua. 2016a. “Roskoshnyi osobnyak v Krymu i korolevstvo na zakarpat’e. SMI sobrali 

kollektsiyu domov Medvedchuka.” [“A luxurious mansion in Crimea and a kingdom in 

Transcarpathia. The media collected a collection of houses of Medvedchuk.”] June 30, 

2016. Accessed from the TSN.ua Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/roskoshnyy-osobnyak-v-krymu-i-korolevstvo-na-zakarpate-

smi-sobrali-kollekciyu-domov-medvedchuka-658775.html.  

TSN.ua. 2016b. “Zamestitel’ nachal’nika shtaba ATO okazalsya rossiyskim shpionom – SBU.” 

[“Deputy chief of staff of the ATO turned out to be a Russian spy – SBU.”] June 16, 

2016. Accessed from the TSN.ua Website, January 14, 2018. 

https://ru.tsn.ua/ato/zamestitel-nachalnika-shtaba-ato-okazalsya-rossiyskim-

shpionom-sbu-650051.html?_ga=2.115510273.622993251.1515857792-

1272113597.1513523705.  

TSN.ua. 2017. “Syna ukrainskogo voennogo kapellana v Belarusi pokhitila FSB – devushka, s 

kotoroi vstretilsya paren’.” [“The son of a Ukrainian military chaplain was abducted in 

Belarus by the FSB – said the girl whom the guy met.”] August 29, 2017. Accessed 

from the TSN.ua Website, January 13, 2018. https://ru.tsn.ua/svit/syna-ukrainskogo-

voennogo-kapellana-v-belarusi-pohitila-fsb-devushka-s-kotoroy-vstretilsya-paren-

920633.html.  

https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/ahmetov-po-schelchku-palcev-vyzyvaet-k-sebe-glavarya-doneckoy-narodnoy-respubliki-rossiyskie-smi-363287.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/ahmetov-po-schelchku-palcev-vyzyvaet-k-sebe-glavarya-doneckoy-narodnoy-respubliki-rossiyskie-smi-363287.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/roskoshnyy-osobnyak-v-krymu-i-korolevstvo-na-zakarpate-smi-sobrali-kollekciyu-domov-medvedchuka-658775.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/roskoshnyy-osobnyak-v-krymu-i-korolevstvo-na-zakarpate-smi-sobrali-kollekciyu-domov-medvedchuka-658775.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/ato/zamestitel-nachalnika-shtaba-ato-okazalsya-rossiyskim-shpionom-sbu-650051.html?_ga=2.115510273.622993251.1515857792-1272113597.1513523705
https://ru.tsn.ua/ato/zamestitel-nachalnika-shtaba-ato-okazalsya-rossiyskim-shpionom-sbu-650051.html?_ga=2.115510273.622993251.1515857792-1272113597.1513523705
https://ru.tsn.ua/ato/zamestitel-nachalnika-shtaba-ato-okazalsya-rossiyskim-shpionom-sbu-650051.html?_ga=2.115510273.622993251.1515857792-1272113597.1513523705
https://ru.tsn.ua/svit/syna-ukrainskogo-voennogo-kapellana-v-belarusi-pohitila-fsb-devushka-s-kotoroy-vstretilsya-paren-920633.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/svit/syna-ukrainskogo-voennogo-kapellana-v-belarusi-pohitila-fsb-devushka-s-kotoroy-vstretilsya-paren-920633.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/svit/syna-ukrainskogo-voennogo-kapellana-v-belarusi-pohitila-fsb-devushka-s-kotoroy-vstretilsya-paren-920633.html


 

643 
 

TSN.ua. 2018. “Ofshori firmi Poroshenka, abo na chomu zaroblyae Prezident.” [“The 

offshore firms of Poroshenko, or what the President Earns.”] February 27, 2018. 

Accessed from the TSN.ua Website, December 17, 2018. https://tsn.ua/video/video-

novini/ofshorni-firmi-poroshenka-abo-na-chomu-zaroblyaye-prezident.html.  

TSN.ua. 2019. “Poroshenko poluchil eshche polmilliarda griven ot trasta, kotoryi rukovodit 

Roshen.” [“Poroshenko received another half billion Hryvnia from the trust, which is 

headed by Roshen.”] January 4, 2019. Accessed from the TSN.ua Website, January 13, 

2019. https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/poroshenko-poluchil-esche-polmilliarda-griven-ot-

trasta-kotoryy-rukovodit-roshen-1275624.html.  

Tsvil, Volodymyr. 2013. Kuchma Gate and the Collapse of the Orange idea: Story Told by an 

Eyewitness (3rd ed.), Author House: Munich, Ostrava, Kiev and London.   

Tsygankov, Andrei. 2016. “Sopernichestvo bez sotrudnichestva. Zhestkaya sila dibnogo 

novogo mira.” [“Rivalry without Cooperation. The Tough Power of the Wondrous New 

World.”] June 30, 2016. Accessed from the Valdai Club Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://ru.valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/sopernichestvo-bez-

sotrudnichestva/?sphrase_id=20053. 

Tsygankov, Andrei P and Parker, David. 2015. “The securitization of democracy: Freedom 

House ratings of Russia.” European Security. 24 (1): 77-100.  

Tudoroiu, Theodor. 2015. “Democracy and state capture in Moldova.” Democratization. 22 

(4): 655-678.  

https://tsn.ua/video/video-novini/ofshorni-firmi-poroshenka-abo-na-chomu-zaroblyaye-prezident.html
https://tsn.ua/video/video-novini/ofshorni-firmi-poroshenka-abo-na-chomu-zaroblyaye-prezident.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/poroshenko-poluchil-esche-polmilliarda-griven-ot-trasta-kotoryy-rukovodit-roshen-1275624.html
https://ru.tsn.ua/politika/poroshenko-poluchil-esche-polmilliarda-griven-ot-trasta-kotoryy-rukovodit-roshen-1275624.html
http://ru.valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/sopernichestvo-bez-sotrudnichestva/?sphrase_id=20053
http://ru.valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/sopernichestvo-bez-sotrudnichestva/?sphrase_id=20053


 

644 
 

Tumakova, Irina. 2017. “Naval’niy i “neporotoe pokolenie.”” [“Navalny and the “pure 

generation.””] March 27, 2017. Accessed from the Fontanka Website, March 17, 2018. 

http://www.fontanka.ru/2017/03/27/002/.  

TUT.by. 2009. “Lukashenko naznachil general-maiora militsii Anatoliya Kuleshova ministrom 

vnutrennikh del.” [“Lukashenka appoints Major-General of the Militia Analtoly 

Kuleshov Minister of Internal Affairs.”] June 2, 2009. Accessed from the TUT.by 

Website, February 5, 2018. https://news.tut.by/politics/138850.html.  

TUT.by. 2010. “Lukashenko i Medvedev dogovorilis’ po nefti i gazu.” [“Lukashenko and 

Medvedev agree on oil and gas.”] December 9, 2010. Accessed from the TUT.by 

Website, December 17, 2017. https://news.tut.by/politics/207832.html.  

TUT.by. 2015. “Prezident provel soveshchanie s silovikami: situatsiya s Ukrainoi sama ne 

rassosetsya.” [“The president held a meeting with law enforcement officials: the 

situation with Ukraine will not resolve itself.”] December 15, 2016. Accessed from the 

TUT.by Website, February 7, 2018. https://news.tut.by/politics/477235.html.  

TUT.by. 2016a. ““Stavyat pod somnenie suverenitet Belarusi.” Mininform – o 

zaderzhaniyakh avtorov rossiyskikh SMI.” [““The sovereignty of Belarus s being 

questioned.” Mininform – about the detentions of the Russian media.”] December 9, 

2016. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, October 6, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/society/523198.html.  

TUT.by. 2016b. “Surikov: Reshenie okonchatel’noe – Belarus’ poluchit kredit.” [“Surikov: The 

final decision – Belarus will get a loan.”] February 27, 2016. Accessed from the TUT.by 

http://www.fontanka.ru/2017/03/27/002/
https://news.tut.by/politics/138850.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/207832.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/477235.html
https://news.tut.by/society/523198.html


 

645 
 

Website, December 9, 2017. http://udf.by/news/sobytie/135485-surikov-reshenie-

okonchatelnoe-belarus-poluchit-kredit.html. 

TUT.by. 2016c. “V voennoi doktrine Belarusi poyavyatsya ponyatiya “gribidnaya voina” i 

“vnutrenniy vooruzhennyi konflikt.”” [“The concepts of “hybrid war” and “internal 

armed conflict” will appear in the Belarusian military doctrine.”] February 16, 2016. 

Accessed from the TUT.by Website, August 10, 2019. 

https://news.tut.by/society/484982.html. 

TUT.by. 2018. “Putin naznachil novogo posla i svoego spetspredstavitelya v Belarusi.” 

[“Putin appointed a new ambassador and his special envoy to Belarus.”] August 24, 

2018. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, December 4, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/economics/605602.html. 

TV7.md. 2014. “Moldavane ne znayut navernyaka, kak situatsiya na Ukraine skazhetsya na 

Moldove.” [“Moldovans do not know for sure how the situation in Ukraine will affect 

Moldova.”] Accessed from the Point.md Website, August 12, 2019. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldavane-ne-znayut-navernyaka-kak-situaciya-

na-ukraine-skazhetsya-na-moldove. 

Twohey, Megan and Shane, Scott. 2017. “A Back-Channel Plan for Ukraine and Russia, 

Courtesy of Trump Associates.” February 19, 2017. Accessed from The New York Times 

Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/19/us/politics/donald-trump-ukraine-

russia.html?_r=0.  

http://udf.by/news/sobytie/135485-surikov-reshenie-okonchatelnoe-belarus-poluchit-kredit.html
http://udf.by/news/sobytie/135485-surikov-reshenie-okonchatelnoe-belarus-poluchit-kredit.html
https://news.tut.by/society/484982.html
https://news.tut.by/economics/605602.html
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldavane-ne-znayut-navernyaka-kak-situaciya-na-ukraine-skazhetsya-na-moldove
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/moldavane-ne-znayut-navernyaka-kak-situaciya-na-ukraine-skazhetsya-na-moldove
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/19/us/politics/donald-trump-ukraine-russia.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/19/us/politics/donald-trump-ukraine-russia.html?_r=0


 

646 
 

Tytych, Vitaly. 2018. “Vitaly Tytych: Poroshenko deceives foreign partners on anti-

corruption court.” May 22, 2018. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, May 23, 2018. 

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/vitaly-tytych-poroshenko-plotting-

make-fake-anti-corruption-court.html.  

UDF.by. 2012. “Dva goda nazad pogib zhurnalist Oleg Bebenin.” [“Two years ago journalist 

Oleg Bebenin died.”] September 3, 2012. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 16, 

2016. http://udf.by/news/main_news/65206-dva-goda-nazad-pogib-zhurnalist-oleg-

bebenin.html.  

UDF.by. 2014. “Belorusskiy posol v Kieve presleduet Vitaliya Klichko.” [“Belarusian 

ambassador in Kiev pursues Vitali Klitschko.”] February 26, 2014. Accessed from the 

UDF.by Website, December 13, 2017. http://udf.by/news/main_news/96648-

belorusskiy-posol-v-kieve-presleduet-vitaliya-klichko.html.  

UDF.by. 2017a. “Lukashenko sbezhal ot protestuyushchikh “tunedyatsev” v Sochi?” 

[“Lukashenko has fled from the “parasite” protests to Sochi?”] February 23, 2017. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 5, 2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/152855-

lukashenko-sbezhal-ot-protestuyuschih-tuneyadcev-v-sochi.html.  

UDF.by. 2017b. “Prezidentu Moldovy ne razreshili posledovat’ sovetu Lukashenko.” 

[“President of Moldova was not allowed to follow the advice of Lukashenka.”] July 28, 

2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/160069-prezidentu-moldovy-ne-razreshili-posledovat-

sovetu-lukashenko.html.  

https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/vitaly-tytych-poroshenko-plotting-make-fake-anti-corruption-court.html
https://www.kyivpost.com/article/opinion/op-ed/vitaly-tytych-poroshenko-plotting-make-fake-anti-corruption-court.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/65206-dva-goda-nazad-pogib-zhurnalist-oleg-bebenin.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/65206-dva-goda-nazad-pogib-zhurnalist-oleg-bebenin.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/96648-belorusskiy-posol-v-kieve-presleduet-vitaliya-klichko.html
http://udf.by/news/main_news/96648-belorusskiy-posol-v-kieve-presleduet-vitaliya-klichko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/152855-lukashenko-sbezhal-ot-protestuyuschih-tuneyadcev-v-sochi.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/152855-lukashenko-sbezhal-ot-protestuyuschih-tuneyadcev-v-sochi.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/160069-prezidentu-moldovy-ne-razreshili-posledovat-sovetu-lukashenko.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/160069-prezidentu-moldovy-ne-razreshili-posledovat-sovetu-lukashenko.html


 

647 
 

UDF.by. 2018. ““Lukashenko budut menyat’”: rossiyskiy politik raskryl plany Putina po 

Belarusi.” [““Lukashenka to be changed”: Russian politician reveals Putin’s plans fro 

Belarus.”] Nocvenebr 26, 2018. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, December 4, 

2018. https://udf.by/news/main_news/183813-lukashenko-budut-menyat-rossiyskiy-

politik-raskryl-plany-putina-po-belarusi.html.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2000. “Tragicheskaya gibel’ ocherednoi politicheskoi mechty.” [“The 

tragic death of another political dream.”] January 22, 2000. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, November 9, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/01/22/4360935/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2001a. “Kuchma i Chubais ne dogovorilis’ o sovmestnoi rabote 

energrosistem.” [“Kuchma and Chubais did not agree on the joint operation of power 

systems.”] August 8, 2001. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 

22, 2017. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/08/8/4362327/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2001b. “Marchuk priznal: “Peregovorov net, est’ tol’ko “consul’tatsii. A 

missiyu samogo Marchuka Moroz vidit v raskol’nichestve.” [“Marchuk acknowledged: 

“There are no negotiations, there are only “consultations.” And Moroz sees the 

mission of Marchuk in the schism.”] March 30, 2001. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, February 8, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/03/30/4361454/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2003a. “Ivanov i Zlenko “vyshli za ramki diplomaticheskikh obmenov.”” 

[“Ivanov and Zlenko “went beyond diplomatic excahnges.””] May 19, 2003. Accessed 

https://udf.by/news/main_news/183813-lukashenko-budut-menyat-rossiyskiy-politik-raskryl-plany-putina-po-belarusi.html
https://udf.by/news/main_news/183813-lukashenko-budut-menyat-rossiyskiy-politik-raskryl-plany-putina-po-belarusi.html
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/01/22/4360935/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/08/8/4362327/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2001/03/30/4361454/


 

648 
 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 3, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/05/19/4372783/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2003b. “Kravchuk: Posle politreformy Kuchma mozhet stat’ i 

prem’erom, i spikerom.” [“Kravchuk: After political reform, Kuchma can become both 

a prime minister and a speaker.”] August 26, 2003. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/08/26/4374018/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2003c. “Natsionalizatsiya interneta prodolzhaetsya.” [“The 

nationalization of the Internet continues.”] July 23, 2003. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 18, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/07/23/4373658/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2004a. “Medvedchuk taino letal k Putinu v Peterburg, a Kushnarev v 

Moskve.” [“The mysterious flights of Medvedchuk to Putin in Petersburg and 

Kushnarev to Moscow.”] December 16, 2004. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, January 7, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2004/12/16/4384020/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2004b. “Medvedchuk ob’yavlyaet mobilizatsiyu – chtoby ne otdavat’ 

vlast’.” [“Medvedchuk announces mobilisation to not give up power.”] August 25, 

2004. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2004/08/25/4380672/.  

 Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2006. “Kinakh reshil, chto emu nravitsya byt’ sekretarem.” [“Kinakh 

decided that he likes being secretary.”] April 7, 2006. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/05/19/4372783/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/08/26/4374018/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2003/07/23/4373658/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2004/12/16/4384020/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2004/08/25/4380672/


 

649 
 

Pravda Website, February 7, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2006/04/7/4398664/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2007. “SBU zayavlyaet, chto vmeshatel’stvo Rossii ugrozhaet Ukraine.” 

[“SBU states that Russia’s interference threatens Ukraine.”] June 11, 2007. Accessed 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2007/06/11/4419680/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2008a. “Ogryzko edet v Bryussel’ ukreplyat’ svyazi.” [“Ogryzko goes to 

Brussels to strengthen ties.”] February 15, 2008. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, January 3, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/02/15/4433723/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2008b. “Yushchenko sdelal Bogatyrevu glavnoi no kontaktam s 

Moskvoi.” [“Yushchenko made Bogatyrev the main contact with Moscow.”] December 

2, 2018. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/12/2/4456393/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2008c. “Yushchenko trebuet ot Timoshenko izbavit’sya ot lyudei 

Medvedchuka.” [“Yushchenko urges Tymoshenko to purge Medvedchuk’s people.”] 

April 3, 2008. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 29, 2018.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/04/3/4436871/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010a. “Chornovil: Khoroshkovskiy poluchaet ukazaniya iz Moskvy.” 

[“Chornovil: Khoroshkovsky receives instructions from Moscow.”] December 14, 2010. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/12/14/5670396/.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2006/04/7/4398664/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2007/06/11/4419680/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/02/15/4433723/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/12/2/4456393/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2008/04/3/4436871/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/12/14/5670396/


 

650 
 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010b. “Grishchenko i Lavrov napisal sebe plan.” [“Grishchenko and 

Lavrov wrote a plan.”] March 16, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, January 3, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/03/16/4867527/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010c. “Grishchenko poletel v Moskvu dogovarivat’sya o Medvedeve.” 

[“Grishchenko flew to Moscow to agree with Medvedev.”] March 16, 2010. Accessed 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 3, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/03/16/4866324/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010d. “Khoroshkovskiy govorit’, chto poluchal polozhitel’nye otsenki 

ot Timoshenko.” [“Khoroshkovsky says that he received positive assessments from 

Tymoshenko.”] November 9, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

February 1, 2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/11/9/5554573/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010e. “Khoroshkovskiy priznal, chto SBU pokhozha na FSB i KGB.” 

[“Khoroshkovsky admitted that the SBU is similar to the FSB and the KGB.”] September 

29, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/09/29/5427148/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010f. “Kuchma eshche nemnogo “rulit” – Chornovil.” [“Kuchma still 

has little “taxis” – Chornovil.”] December 24, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, February 1, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/12/24/5709647/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010g. “Levochkin lichno “ekzameniroval” potentsial’nykh 

podchinennykh Popova.” [“Levochkin personally “tested” the potential subordinates 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/03/16/4867527/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/03/16/4866324/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/11/9/5554573/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/09/29/5427148/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/12/24/5709647/


 

651 
 

of Popov.”] November 26, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

January 24, 2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/11/26/5614596/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010h. “Novomu poslu nravitsya “dvizhnyakh” v Moskve.” [“The new 

ambassador likes “motion” in Moscow.”] July 21, 2010. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 9, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/07/21/5236319/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010i. “V Partii regionov podozrevayut, chto Levochkin predast 

Yanukovicha.” [“Members in the Party of Regions suspect that Levochkin will betray 

Yaukovych.”] February 28, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

January 24, 2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/02/28/4819887/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2010j. “Yanukovich o “tret’em ture”: “Nu kak u vas yazyk 

povorachivaetsya?”” [“Yanukovych on the “third round”: “Well, how is your language 

turning out.”] February 4, 2010. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

August 13, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/02/4/4716257/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2011a. “Politilog: Yanukovich idet v Singapur, a Yushchenko ne otoshel 

ot klanov.” [“Political scientist: Yanukovych goes to Singapore, and Yushchenko did not 

depart from the clans.”] April 30, 2011. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, August 25, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/04/30/6155407/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2011b. “Vengerskiy prem’er podaril Yanukovichu bochku vina.” 

[“Hungarian Prime Minister gave Yanukovych a barrel of wine.”] June 30, 2011. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/11/26/5614596/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/07/21/5236319/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/02/28/4819887/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2010/02/4/4716257/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/04/30/6155407/


 

652 
 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 15, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/06/30/6344506/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2011c. “Yanukovich zainteresovalsya, kak mozhno pos’roit' ekonomiku 

bez resursov.” [“Yanukovych is interested in how to build an economy without 

resources.”] March 28, 2011. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 

25, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/03/28/6059339/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012a. “Klyuev priekhal v Radu lomat’ deputatov.” [“Klyuev went to 

parliament to break the deputies.”] May 24, 2012. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, February 7, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/05/24/6965229/. 

 Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012b. “Korolevskuyu vyknuli eshche i iz bloka Timoshenko.” 

[“Korolevskaya was also thrown out of the Tymoshenko bloc.”]  March 15, 2012. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 13, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/03/15/6960663/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012c. “Klyuev: Yanukovich khochet usilit’ rol’ SNBO.” [“Klyuev: 

Yanukovych wants to strengthen the role of the SNBO.”] March 24, 2012. Accessed 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, February 7, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/03/24/6961373/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012d. “Vizity Klyueva v administratsiyu prezidenta nazvali 

konfidentsial’nymi.” [“Klyuyev’s visits to the presidential administration were called 

confidential.”] October 12, 2102. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

February 7, 2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/10/12/6974504/.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/06/30/6344506/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2011/03/28/6059339/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/05/24/6965229/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/03/15/6960663/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/03/24/6961373/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/10/12/6974504/


 

653 
 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012e. “Yanukovich, pod pokhvalu posla Belarusi, obshchal 

usovershenstvovat’ izbiratel’nye pravila.” [“Yanukovych, under the praise of the 

Belarusian ambassador, promised to improve the electoral rules.”] December 14, 

2012. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 13, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/12/14/6979778/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2012f. “Yanukovich uvolil Klyueva, potomu chto koe-chto o nem 

uznal?” [“Yanukovych dismissed Klyuyev, because he learned something about him?”] 

February 16, 2012. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, February 7, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/02/16/6958864/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013a. “IZBILI Tat’yanu Chernovol, kotoraya pisala o Zakharchenko, 

Medvedchuke, Klyueve, Levochkine i Yanukoviche.” [“They murdered Tatyana 

Chernovol who was writing about Zakharchenko, Medvedchuk, Klyuev, Levochkin and 

Yanukovich.”] December 25, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

March 14, 2018. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/12/25/7008295/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013b. “Novyi glava SBU kuriroval okhranu na firme Yanukovicha.” 

[“The new head of the security services supervised the protection of Yanukovych’s 

firm.”]  January 11, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, Febraury 1, 

2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/01/11/6981334/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013c. “Novyi glava SBU sluzhil v rossiyskoi armii i ne lyubit SMI.” [“The 

new head of the SBU served in the Russian army and does not like the media.”] 

January 10, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/01/10/6981198/.  

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/12/14/6979778/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2012/02/16/6958864/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/12/25/7008295/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/01/11/6981334/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/01/10/6981198/


 

654 
 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013d. “Putin ustroil Yanukovichu neformal’nuyu vstrechu.” [“Putin 

arranged an informal meeting for Yanukovych.”] October 27, 2013. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 18, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/10/27/7000815/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013e. “Rossiya daet Ukraine v dolg pod 5% godovykh.” [“Russia gave 

Ukraine a loan at 5% per annum.”] December 17, 2013. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, March 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/12/17/7007436/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013f. “Situatsiya v Turtsii pokhozha na to, chto proiskhodit v Ukraine,- 

ekspert.” [“The situation in Turkey is similar to what is happening in Ukraine, - 

expert.”] June 4, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 17, 

2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/06/4/6991364/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2013g. “U Yanukovicha poyavilsya eshche odin sovetnik.” [“Yanukovych 

has another adviser.”] February 5, 2013. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, January 30, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/02/5/6982893/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014a. “6 Fevralya. ONLAIN.” [“February 6. Online.”] February 6, 2014. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, March 15, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/02/6/7012969/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014b. ““Berkut” poshel v ataku na Grushevskogo.” [“The “Berkut” 

went on the attack on Grushevsky.”] January 22, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, March 14, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/22/7010559/.  

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/10/27/7000815/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/12/17/7007436/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/06/4/6991364/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2013/02/5/6982893/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/02/6/7012969/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/22/7010559/


 

655 
 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014c. “Berkut snova nachal nastuplenie.” [“The berkut restarted the 

offensive.”] January 22, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, March 

14, 2018. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/22/7010638/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014d. “Ischez odin iz liderov avtomaidan.” [“One of the leaders of the 

Automaidan disappeared.”] January 23, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, March 15, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/23/7010936/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014f. “Nalyvaichenko rasskazal o postavkakh oruzhiya iz RF dlya 

razgona Maidana.” [“Nalyvaichenko spoke about the supply of weapons from Russia 

to disperse the Maidan.”] November 21, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/11/21/7045011/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014h. “Noch’ i den’ 21 yanvarya. Titushko-safari.” [“Night and day of 

January 21. Titushki safari.”] January 21, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda 

Website, October 14, 2017. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/01/21/7010201/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014i. “Ot Yanukovicha begut ego sovetniki?” [“Why are the advisers 

running from Yanukovych?”] February 21, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, January 30, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/21/7015609/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014j. “Poroshenko otpravit ukrainskikh bortsov s korruptsiei uchit’sya 

v Singapur.” [“Poroshenko will send Ukrainian anti-corruption fighters to study in 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/22/7010638/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/01/23/7010936/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/11/21/7045011/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/articles/2014/01/21/7010201/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/21/7015609/


 

656 
 

Singapore.”] December 9, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

August 25, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/12/9/7046911/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014k. “Poroshenko rasskazal, kak Lozhin zvonit v Kreml’ dlya 

prekrashcheniya ognya.” [“Poroshenko said that Lozhin calls the Kremlin for a 

ceasefire.”] September 25, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

January 7, 2018. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/09/25/7038904/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2014l. “S Maidana bessledno ischezli 36 aktivistov.” [“36 activists 

disappeared from the Maidan.”]  February 2, 2014. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya 

Pravda Website, March 15, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/2/7012396/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2015a. “Gritsak: Zamnachal’nika kontrrazvedki Kieva rabotal na RF.” 

[“Gritsak: The deputy head of counterintelligence of Kiev worked for the Russian 

Federation.”] October 10, 2015. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

January 14, 2018. http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2015/10/10/7084405/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2015b. “Nalyvaychenko rasskazal, kak FSBshniki khozyainichali v SBU.” 

[“Nalyvaychenko said how the FSB bosses hosted the SBU.”] April 1, 2015. Accessed 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, January 14, 2018. 

http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2015/04/1/7063368/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2016. “Ukrainskie politseiskie poedut na obuchenie v Turtsiyu.” 

[“Ukrainian police will go to study in Turkey.”] May 23, 2016. Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 17, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2016/05/23/7109403/. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/12/9/7046911/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/09/25/7038904/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/2/7012396/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2015/10/10/7084405/
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2015/04/1/7063368/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2016/05/23/7109403/


 

657 
 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2017a. “Poroshenko i Erdogan obshchalis’ “tet-a-tet” v techenie 3 

chasov.” [“Poroshenko and Erdogan talked tête-à-tête for 3 hours.”] October 9, 2017. 

Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, August 17, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/10/9/7157809/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2017b. “SMI: Kurchenko kontroliruet polovinu nelegal’nogo eksporta 

uglya iz ORDLO.” [“Media: Kurchenko controls half of the illegal coal exports from the 

ORDLO.”] December 16, 2017. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

December 11, 2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/12/16/7165742/.  

 Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2018a. “Medvedchuk vozit v Rossiyu postoronnikh lits – “Skhemy.”” 

[“Medvedchuk carries outside to Russia – “Schemes.””] November 23, 2018. Accessed 

from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 4, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/23/7199095/.  

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2018b. ““Skhemy” rasskazali o tainykh vstrechakh Medvedchuka s 

Poroshenko.” [““Schemes” showed secret meetings of Medvechuk and Poroshenko.”] 

November 22, 2018. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, December 4, 

2018. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/22/7199039/. 

 Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2019a. “Glava AP Bogdan zasvetilsya v offshorakh, kotorye otmyli sotni 

millionov – SMI.” [“The head of the AP, Bogdan was lit up offshore, which washed 

hundreds of millions – media.”] Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, July 

15, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/06/25/7219127/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2019b. “Glava AP Zelenskogo zashchishchal Lutsenko i vel biznes s 

chinovnikom Yushchenko – SMI.” [“The head of the AP of Zelensky defended Lutsenko 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/10/9/7157809/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2017/12/16/7165742/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/23/7199095/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/11/22/7199039/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/06/25/7219127/


 

658 
 

and did business with an official of Yushchenko – media.”] Accessed from the 

Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, July 15, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/06/18/7218424/. 

Ukrainskaya Pravda. 2019c. “Komanda Zelenskogo solgala na prezidentskikh vyborakh, chto 

u nee net lobbi SShA.” [“Zelensky’s team lied in the presidential election that it has no 

lobby in the USA.”] August 1, 2019. Accessed from the Ukrainskaya Pravda Website, 

August 23, 2019. https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/08/1/7222556/. 

Ukrayins’ka Pravda. 2016. “ZMI: y BPP 22% chleniv oblrad i 12% parlamentariv – eks 

“regionali.” [“Media: in the BPP 22% of the members of regional councils and 12% of 

parliamentarians are former”regional.””] February 7, 2016. Accessed from the 

Ukrayins’ka Pravda Website, January 17, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2016/02/7/7098140/. 

Ukrayins’ka Pravda. 2018a. “2 roki bez Pavala.” [“2 years without Pavel.”] July 20, 2018. 

Accessed from the Ukrayins’ka Pravda Website, January 29, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2018/07/20/7186847/.  

Ukrayins’ka Pravda. 2018b. “Lutsenko zvinuvativ aktivistiv u “total’nyi nenavisti do vladi.” 

[“Lutsenko blamed activists for “total hatred of power.””] September 27, 2018. 

Accessed from the Ukrayins’ka Pravda Website, November 11, 2018. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2018/09/27/7193378/. 

Ukrinform.net. 2018. “Turkey will never recognize annexation of Crimea – Erdoğan.” 

November 3, 2018. Accessed from the Ukrinform.net Website, August 16, 2019. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/06/18/7218424/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2019/08/1/7222556/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2016/02/7/7098140/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2018/07/20/7186847/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2018/09/27/7193378/


 

659 
 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/2572405-turkey-will-never-recognize-

annexation-of-crimea-erdogan.html. 

Ul’yanova, Zhanna. 2012. ““Pravoe delo” vozhdeleet natsionalistov.” [““Just causes” wants 

nationalists.”] November 3, 2012. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, February 27, 

2018. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/11/03_a_4840253.shtml.  

Umland, Andreas. 2011. “Chetyre izmereniya ukrainskoi integratsii v Evropu. Vnutri – i 

vneshnepoliticheskie vygody sblizheniya mezhdu Ukrainoi i ES.” [“Four dimensions of 

Ukrainian integration in Europe. Domestic and foreign policy benefits of 

rapprochement between Ukraine and the EU.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 17. May 13, 

2011. 

Umland, Andreas. 2012. ““Evraziyskie” porekty Putina i Dugina – skhodstva i razlichiya.” 

[“The “Eurasian” projects of Putin and Dugin – similarities and differences.”] June 22, 

2012. Accessed from the Inosmi.ru Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://inosmi.ru/politic/20120622/193954633.html. 

UNIAN. 2013. “Lavrov priedet v Kiev govorit’ o Tamozhennom coyuze.” [“Lavrov will come to 

Kiev to talk about the Customs Union.”] January 3, 2013. Accessed from the Den 

Website, January 3, 2018. https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030113-lavrov-priedet-v-kiev-

govorit-o-tamozhennom-soyuze.  

UNIAN. 2014. “Odnogo iz pogibshikh segodnya zastrelil snaiper, vtorogo ubili iz pistoleta – 

vrach.” [“One of the dead today was shot by a sniper, the second was killed by a pistol 

– doctors.”] January 22, 2014. Accessed from the UNIAN Website, March 15, 2018. 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/2572405-turkey-will-never-recognize-annexation-of-crimea-erdogan.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/2572405-turkey-will-never-recognize-annexation-of-crimea-erdogan.html
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/11/03_a_4840253.shtml
http://inosmi.ru/politic/20120622/193954633.html
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030113-lavrov-priedet-v-kiev-govorit-o-tamozhennom-soyuze
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/news/030113-lavrov-priedet-v-kiev-govorit-o-tamozhennom-soyuze


 

660 
 

https://www.unian.net/politics/875272-odnogo-iz-pogibshih-segodnya-zastrelil-

snayper-vtorogo-ubili-iz-pistoleta-vrachi.html. 

UNIAN. 2018. “Tymosheno takes lead in poll ahead of 2019 presidential elections 

(infographics.)” December 3, 2018. Accessed from the UNIAN Website, January 13, 

2019. https://www.unian.info/politics/10361667-tymoshenko-takes-lead-in-poll-

ahead-of-2019-presidential-elections-infographics.html.  

Unian.info. 2011. “Posol Ukrainy schitaet, chto Belarusy zhivut v rayu.” [“The ambassador of 

Ukraine believes that Belarusians live in paradise.”] October 10, 2011. Accessed from 

the LB.ua Website, December 10, 2017. 

https://lb.ua/news/2011/10/10/118574_posol_ukraini_schitaet_chto_belar.html.  

Uribe-Jongbloed, Enrique. 2014. “A Qualitative Methodology for Minority Language Media 

Production Research.” International Journal of Qualitative Methods. 13: 135-150.  

Ursu, Valentina. 2015. “Andrei Neguţa: “Modernizarea țării noastre poate fi făcută numai cu 

ajutorul Europei.” [“Andrei Neguţa: “The modernization of our country can only be 

done with the help of Europe.”] November 26, 2015. Accessed from the Europă Libra 

Website, January 16, 2018. https://www.europalibera.org/a/27390155.html.  

Ursu, Valentina. 2016. “Igor Dodon: “Președintele nu are competențe pentrua schimba 

vectorul geopolitics au a suspenda acordui.” [“Igor Dodon: “The president has no 

powers to change the geopolitical vector or to suspend agreements.””] November 1, 

2016. Accessed from the Europă Libra Website, December 5, 2017. 

https://www.europalibera.org/a/28088393.html.  

https://www.unian.net/politics/875272-odnogo-iz-pogibshih-segodnya-zastrelil-snayper-vtorogo-ubili-iz-pistoleta-vrachi.html
https://www.unian.net/politics/875272-odnogo-iz-pogibshih-segodnya-zastrelil-snayper-vtorogo-ubili-iz-pistoleta-vrachi.html
https://www.unian.info/politics/10361667-tymoshenko-takes-lead-in-poll-ahead-of-2019-presidential-elections-infographics.html
https://www.unian.info/politics/10361667-tymoshenko-takes-lead-in-poll-ahead-of-2019-presidential-elections-infographics.html
https://lb.ua/news/2011/10/10/118574_posol_ukraini_schitaet_chto_belar.html
https://www.europalibera.org/a/27390155.html
https://www.europalibera.org/a/28088393.html


 

661 
 

Uryadoviy Kur’er. 2011. “Mi ne zminimo evropeis’ki perekonannya.” [“We will not change 

European beliefs.”] December 14, 2011. Accessed from the Uryadoviy Kur’er Website, 

August 15, 2019. https://ukurier.gov.ua/uk/articles/mi-ne-zminimo-yevropejski-

perekonannya/. 

Van de Velde, Jacqueline. 2017. “The “Foreign Agent Problem”: An International Legal 

Solution To Domestic Restrictions On Non-Governmental Organizations.” Cardozo Law 

Review. 40 (2): 687-747. 

van Eerd, Jonathan. 2016. “The limits of democratization through a regional hegemon: 

South African linkage and leverage and the skewed playing field in Lesotho party 

competition.” In Democratization and Competitive Authoritarianism in Africa edited by 

Matthijis Bogaards and Sebastian Elischer. Heidelburg: Springer VS: 137-154.  

Van Herpen, Marcel H. 2016. Putin’s Propaganda Machine: Soft Power and Russian Foreign 

Policy. Lanham, MD and Boulder, CO, New York and London: Rowman & Littlefield.  

Vanderhill, Rachel. 2013. Promoting Authoritarianism Abroad. Boulder, CO and London: 

Lynne Rienner Publishers.  

Vanderhill, Rachel. 2014. “Promoting Democracy and Promoting Authoritarianism: 

Comparing the Cases of Belarus and Slovakia.” Europe-Asia Studies. 66 (2): 255-283.  

Vasil’chuk, Tat’yana. 2017. “Gor’kaya ulitsa. 12 yuniya. Moskva.” [“Gorky street. 12 June. 

Moscow.”] Novaya Gazeta. Number 62. June 14, 2017: 12.  

Vasil’eva, Galina. 2017. ““Ponyatno, chto vy ot Plakhotnyuka.” Kak mitingovali za i protiv 

izbiratel’noi reform demokratov i sotsialistov.” [““It is clear that you are from 

https://ukurier.gov.ua/uk/articles/mi-ne-zminimo-yevropejski-perekonannya/
https://ukurier.gov.ua/uk/articles/mi-ne-zminimo-yevropejski-perekonannya/


 

662 
 

Plahotniuc.” How to hold a meeting for and against the electoral reform of the 

Democrats and the Socialists.”] June 11, 2017. Accessed from the NewsMaker 

Website, March 14, 2018. http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ponyatno-chto-vy-ot-

plahotnyuka-kak-mitingovali-za-i-protiv-izbiratelnoy-reformy-d-31874. 

 Vasil’eva, Galina. 2018. “Uroki Turtskogo. Kak vysylka semi uchitelei izmenila Moldovu.” 

[“Turkish lessons. How the expulsion of seven teachers changed Moldova.”] 

September 26, 2018. Accessed from the NewsMaker Website, August 16, 2019. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/uroki-turetskogo-kak-vysylka-semi-uchiteley-

izmenila-moldovu-39294. 

Vasilevskiy, Sergeiy. 2017. “Politilog: Lukashenko stremitsya vosstanovit’ sotsial’nyi kontrakt 

s obshchestvom.” [“Political scientist: Lukashenko seeks to restore social contract with 

society.”] August 16, 2017. Accessed from the UDF.by Website, October 28, 2017. 

http://udf.by/news/politic/160906-politolog-lukashenko-stremitsya-vosstanovit-

socialnyy-kontrakt-s-obschestvom.html. 

Vasilieva, Natal’ya. 2014. “Chem zapomnilas’ “Zheleznaya Ledi” Natal’ya Petkevich.” [“What 

the “Iron Lady” Natal’ya Petkevich remebered.”] October 2, 2014. Accessed from the 

TUT.by Website, February 11, 2018. https://news.tut.by/politics/417851.html. 

 Vasylyev, Yegor. 2012. “Ukrainian Parliamentary Elections: Half-way between false and 

true.” October 29, 2012. Accessed from the New Eastern Europe Website, August 13, 

2019. http://neweasterneurope.eu/2012/10/29/ukrainian-parliamentary-elections-

half-way-between-false-and-true/. 

http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ponyatno-chto-vy-ot-plahotnyuka-kak-mitingovali-za-i-protiv-izbiratelnoy-reformy-d-31874
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/ponyatno-chto-vy-ot-plahotnyuka-kak-mitingovali-za-i-protiv-izbiratelnoy-reformy-d-31874
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/uroki-turetskogo-kak-vysylka-semi-uchiteley-izmenila-moldovu-39294
http://newsmaker.md/rus/novosti/uroki-turetskogo-kak-vysylka-semi-uchiteley-izmenila-moldovu-39294
http://udf.by/news/politic/160906-politolog-lukashenko-stremitsya-vosstanovit-socialnyy-kontrakt-s-obschestvom.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/160906-politolog-lukashenko-stremitsya-vosstanovit-socialnyy-kontrakt-s-obschestvom.html
https://news.tut.by/politics/417851.html
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2012/10/29/ukrainian-parliamentary-elections-half-way-between-false-and-true/
http://neweasterneurope.eu/2012/10/29/ukrainian-parliamentary-elections-half-way-between-false-and-true/


 

663 
 

Vedernikova, Inna. 2015. ““Kak by mne, Ryabine, k dubu perebat’sya…”” [““How would I, a 

rowan, become an oak…””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 30. August 22, 2015: 2.  

Vedomosti. 2000. “Igor’ Ivanov zashchishchaet belorussiyu.” [“Igor Ivanov protects 

Belarus.”] Vedomosti. Number 35. February 25, 2000.  

Vedomosti. 2010. “Ot redaktsii: Model’ Nazarbaeva.” [“From the Editor: Nazarbayev’s 

Model.”] Vedomosti. Number 123. July 7, 2010: 4.  

Vedomosti. 2017a. “Putin prizval Rosgvardiyu borot’sya s lyubymi popytkami destabilizatsii.” 

[“Putin urged the Rosgvard’s to deal with any attepts at destabilisation.”] March 27, 

2017. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, January 26, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2017/03/27/682910-putin-rosgvardiyu.  

Vedomosti. 2017b. “Rosgvardiya: Nashi sotrudniki poluchali ugrozy posle aktsiy oppozitsii.” 

[“Rosgvardia: Our employees received threats after opposition rallies.” July 11, 2017. 

Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, January 26, 2019. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2017/07/11/719553-rosgvardiya-ugrozi.  

Venkina, Ekaterina. 2018. “Rosgvardiya zakupila lazernye izluchateli dlya razgona 

protestov.” [“Rosgvardiya bought laser emitters to disperse protesters.”] November 

21, 2018. Accessed from the Deutsche Welle Website, January 26, 2019. 

https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардия-закупила-лазерные-излучатели-для-разгона-

протестов/a-46393374. 

Vennesson, Pascal. 2008. “Case studies and process tracing: theories and practices.” In 

Approaches and Methodologies in the Social Sciences: A Pluralist Perspective edited by 

Donatella della Porta and Michael Keating. New York: Cambridge University Press: 

223-239. 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2017/03/27/682910-putin-rosgvardiyu
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/news/2017/07/11/719553-rosgvardiya-ugrozi
https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардия-закупила-лазерные-излучатели-для-разгона-протестов/a-46393374
https://www.dw.com/ru/росгвардия-закупила-лазерные-излучатели-для-разгона-протестов/a-46393374


 

664 
 

Veretennikova, Ksenia. 2005. “Podotchetnye revolyutsionery.” [“Accountable 

revolutionaries.”] June 29, 2005. Accessed from the Vremya Novostei Website, 

January 27, 2019. http://www.vremya.ru/2005/114/4/128508.html.  

Vernigorodskiy, Sergei. 2014. “Kak zarabatyvayut den’gi v Belarusi bogachi iz sosednikh 

stran.” [“How rich people from neighbouring countries make money in Belarus.”] 

Accessed from the TuUT.by Website, July 23, 2018. 

https://news.tut.by/economics/407471.html.  

Verseck, Keno. 2013. “Hungary Steps Away from European Democracy.” March 11, 2013. 

Accessed from the Der Spiegel Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/hungary-constitutional-reforms-signal-

drift-away-from-democracy-a-888064.html.  

Veselov, Andrei and Bondar, Mikhail. 2016. “Gvardii omonovets.” [“Guards.”] Russkii 

Reporter. Number 9. April 14, 2016: 24.  

Vesti.md. 2011. “Oppozitsiya protiv obsuzhdeniya 7 aprelya za zakrytymi dveryami.” [“The 

opposition is against the April 7 discussion behind closed doors.”] April 14, 2011. 

Accessed from the Point.md Website, January 31, 2018. 

https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/oppoziciya-protiv-obsuzhdeniya-7-aprelya-za-

zakritimi-dveryami.  

Vezhin, Saveliy. 2012. “Bol’shinstvo naseleniya strany khochet znat’, kto yavlyaetsya 

inostrannym agentom.” [“The majority of the country wants to know who the foreign 

agents are.”] Nezavisimaya Gazeta. Number 142. July 23, 2012: 3.  

http://www.vremya.ru/2005/114/4/128508.html
https://news.tut.by/economics/407471.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/hungary-constitutional-reforms-signal-drift-away-from-democracy-a-888064.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/hungary-constitutional-reforms-signal-drift-away-from-democracy-a-888064.html
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/oppoziciya-protiv-obsuzhdeniya-7-aprelya-za-zakritimi-dveryami
https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/oppoziciya-protiv-obsuzhdeniya-7-aprelya-za-zakritimi-dveryami


 

665 
 

Vinokurov, Andrei. 2016a. “Chetvertomu sroku nuzhen novyi Putin.” [“The fourth term 

needs a new Putin.”] July 11, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 24, 

2018. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/06_a_10311137.shtml.  

Vinokurov, Andrei. 2016b. “Kirienko prismatrivaetsya k gubernatoram.” [“Kirienko looks at 

the governors.”] December 2, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 24, 

2018. https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/12/02_a_10395611.shtml.  

Vinokurov, Andrei. 2016c. “Osobo aktivnykh otpravyat na “Front.”” [“The particularly active 

will be sent to the “Front.””] November 7, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru 

Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/07_a_10312685.shtml.  

Vinokurov, Andrei. 2017. “Kreml’ pouchitsya u Trampa.” [“The Kremlin will learn from 

Trump.”] April 24, 2017. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2017/04/23_a_10641071.shtml.  

Vinokurov, Andrei and Falyahov, Rustem. 2016. “Putin i Kirienko idut na “Front.”” [“Putin 

and Kirienko go to the “Front.””] October 18, 2016. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru 

Website, January 24, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/10/18_a_10258043.shtml.  

Vinokurova, Ekaterina. 2012. “Chistka klanov.” [“Clean clans.”] November 28, 2012. 

Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/11/28_a_4871461.shtml.  

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/06_a_10311137.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/12/02_a_10395611.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/11/07_a_10312685.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2017/04/23_a_10641071.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2016/10/18_a_10258043.shtml
https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/11/28_a_4871461.shtml


 

666 
 

Vinokurova, Ekaterina and Ermakov, Denis. 2012. “Ploshchadka na doverii.” [“A platform on 

trust.”] December 10, 2012. Accessed from the Gazeta.ru Website, January 23, 2018. 

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/12/10_a_4884969.shtml.  

Vishnevskiy, Boris. 2017. “Germetichnaya Rossiya.” [“Hermetic Russia.”] Novaya Gazeta. 

Number 31. March 27, 2017: 9.  

Vitu, Liliana. 2009. “Media Development in Moldova and European Integration.” In Media in 

the Enlarged Europe: Politics, Policy and Industry edited by Alec Charles. Bristol and 

Chicago, IL: Intellect Books: 191-198.  

Vladimirskaya, Tat’yana. 2016. “Plakhotnyuk v shkole – prezident Moldovdy Timofti 

otkazalsya vydvigat’ ego v prem’er-ministry!” [“Plakhotnyuk shocked – Moldovan 

President Timofti refused to nominate him for Prime Minister!”] January 13, 2016. 

Accessed from the Komsomol’skaya Pravda Moldova Website, June 18, 2016. 

http://www.kp.md/daily/26479/3349369/. 

Vlas, Cristi. 2017a. “Gazprom rejected Moldova’s proposal to seperate its gas debt from that 

of Transnistria.” February 13, 2017. Accessed from the Moldova.org Website, January 

31, 2019. https://www.moldova.org/en/gazprom-rejected-moldovas-proposal-

separate-gas-debt-transnistria/.  

Vlas, Cristi. 2017b. “Moldova Socialists to sign cooperartion agreement with “United Russia” 

party.” February 13, 2017. Accessed from the Moldova.org Website, January 18, 2018. 

http://www.moldova.org/en/moldova-socialists-sign-cooperation-agreement-united-

russia-party/.  

https://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2012/12/10_a_4884969.shtml
http://www.kp.md/daily/26479/3349369/
https://www.moldova.org/en/gazprom-rejected-moldovas-proposal-separate-gas-debt-transnistria/
https://www.moldova.org/en/gazprom-rejected-moldovas-proposal-separate-gas-debt-transnistria/
http://www.moldova.org/en/moldova-socialists-sign-cooperation-agreement-united-russia-party/
http://www.moldova.org/en/moldova-socialists-sign-cooperation-agreement-united-russia-party/


 

667 
 

Vodchyts, Andrey. 2014. “5 faktov o Sergee Teterine.” [“5 facts about Sergey Teterin.”] 

August 22, 2014. Accessed from the Gazeta.by Website, February 10, 2018. 

https://gazetaby.com/cont/art.php?sn_nid=80344.  

Volanin, Vladimir. 2000a. “Konets Komandy.” [“The end of the team?”] BelGazeta. Number 

38. October 2, 2000.  

Volanin, Vladimir. 2000b. “Tekhnologiya Zametalina.” [“The technology of Zametalin.”] 

BelGazeta. Number 34. April 9, 2000.  

Volchek, Dmitriy. 2009. “Gost’ radiozhurnal Poverkh bar’erov – istorik spetssluzhb Boris 

Volodarskiy.” [“Radio journalist Above the barriers – historian of special services Boris 

Volodarsky.”] June 4, 2009. Accessed from the Svoboda Website, January 13, 2018. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/1747128.html.  

Volden, Craig. 2006. “States as policy laboratories: emulating success in the children’s health 

insurance programme.” Journal of European Public Policy. 6 (2): 308-328. 

Volotovich, Garas’. 2017. “Marsh netuneyadtsev v Brest. Samoe interesnoe + ekshn!” 

[“March of the non-parasites in Brest. The most interesting + action!”] March 5, 2017. 

Accessed from the UDF.by Website, June 5, 2017. http://udf.by/news/politic/153281-

marsh-netuneyadcev-v-breste-samoe-interesnoe-ekshn.html.  

Volpi, Frédéric. 2013. “Algeria versus the Arab Spring.” Journal of Democracy. 24 (3): 104-

115.  

von Soest, Christian. 2015. “Democracy prevention: The international collaboration of 

authoritarian regimes.” European Journal of Political Research. 54 (4): 623-638.  

https://gazetaby.com/cont/art.php?sn_nid=80344
https://www.svoboda.org/a/1747128.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/153281-marsh-netuneyadcev-v-breste-samoe-interesnoe-ekshn.html
http://udf.by/news/politic/153281-marsh-netuneyadcev-v-breste-samoe-interesnoe-ekshn.html


 

668 
 

Vyachorka, Franak. 2004. “Padpol’ny litsei, snoubord, autastop, piratstva, piva u parku dy 

inshyya metady uzvyshen’nya uzrounyu adrenalinu.” [“The underground lyceum, 

snowboarding, hitchhiking, piracy, beer in the park and other methods to elevate the 

adrenaline level.”] September 4, 2004. Accessed from the Radye Svabada Website, 

August 9, 2019. https://www.svaboda.org/a/785803.html. 

Vygovskiy, Nikolai. 2017. “Pochemu gosudarstvennymi sekretaryami stali lyudi staroi 

sistemy?” [“Why were staff of the old system state secretaries?”] Zerkalo Nedeli. 

Number 2. January 21, 2017: 3.  

Vyshinskiy, Andrei and Podolyanets, Viktoriya. 2013. “Yanukovich “leg” pod Moskvu. Chto 

vzamen?” [“Yanukovych “lay down” to Moscow. What did he get in return?”]  

December 17, 2013. Accessed from the Ekonomichna Pravda Website, March 14, 

2018. http://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/publications/2013/12/17/409320/. 

Wade, Samuel. 2016. “Chinese Cyberchiefs Preach Net Sovereignty in Moscow.” April 27, 

2016. Accessed from the China Digital Times Website, October 21, 2017. 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2016/04/chinese-cyberchiefs-preach-internet-

sovereignty-moscow/. 

Wahman, Michael, Teorell, Jan and Hadenius, Axel. 2013. “Authoritarian regime types 

revisited: updated data in comparative perspective.” Contemporary Politics. 19 (1): 19-

34. 

Walker, Christopher and Ludwig, Jessica. 2017. “The Meaning of Sharp Power: How 

Authoritarain States Project Influence.” November 16, 2017. Accessed from the 

https://www.svaboda.org/a/785803.html
http://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/publications/2013/12/17/409320/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2016/04/chinese-cyberchiefs-preach-internet-sovereignty-moscow/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2016/04/chinese-cyberchiefs-preach-internet-sovereignty-moscow/


 

669 
 

Foreign Affiars Website, November 21, 2017. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2017-11-16/meaning-sharp-power.  

Walker, Shaun. 2016. “Once-expanding EU prepares to contract for the first time in its 

history.” July 22, 2016. Accessed from The Guardian Website, June 1, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/22/eu-enlargement-fatigue-ukraine-

membership.  

Warren, Tom, Leopold, Jason, Campbell, Alex, Holmes, Richard, Bradley, Jane, Blake Heidi. 

2017. “The secrets of the spy in the bag.” June 20, 2017. Accessed from the Buzz Feed 

Website, March 5, 2018. https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomwarren/secrets-of-the-spy-

in-the-bag?utm_term=.rfq8oJKRR4#.ondaX2VwwE.  

Way, Lucan A. 2008a. “A Reply to my Critics.” Journal of Democracy. 20 (1): 90-97. 

Way, Lucan A. 2008b. “The Real Causes of the Colour Revolutions.” Journal of Democracy. 

19 (3): 55-69. 

Way, Lucan. 2010. “Burnt Orange.” February 4, 2010. Accessed from the Foreign Affiars 

Website, June 13, 2016. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/eastern-europe-

caucasus/2010-02-04/burnt-orange.  

Way, Lucan A. 2012. “Deer in Headlights: Incompetence and Weak Authoritarianism after 

the Cold War.” Slavic Review. 71 (3): 619-646.   

Way, Lucan A. 2014. “Why Ukraine’s Yanukovych fell but so many analysts (including me) 

predicted he would survive.” February 26, 2014. Accessed from The Washington Post 

Website, March 17, 2018. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2017-11-16/meaning-sharp-power
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/22/eu-enlargement-fatigue-ukraine-membership
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/22/eu-enlargement-fatigue-ukraine-membership
https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomwarren/secrets-of-the-spy-in-the-bag?utm_term=.rfq8oJKRR4#.ondaX2VwwE
https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomwarren/secrets-of-the-spy-in-the-bag?utm_term=.rfq8oJKRR4#.ondaX2VwwE
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/eastern-europe-caucasus/2010-02-04/burnt-orange
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/eastern-europe-caucasus/2010-02-04/burnt-orange
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/26/why-ukraines-yanukovych-fell-but-so-many-analysts-including-me-predicted-he-would-survive/?utm_term=.8b96801f713f


 

670 
 

cage/wp/2014/02/26/why-ukraines-yanukovych-fell-but-so-many-analysts-including-

me-predicted-he-would-survive/?utm_term=.8b96801f713f.  

Way, Lucan A. 2015a. Pluralism by Default: Weak Autocrats and the Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Way, Lucan A. 2015b. “The Limits of autocracy promotion: The case of Russia in the ‘near 

abroad.’” European Journal of Political Research. 54 (4): 691-706. 

Webler, Thomas, Kastenholz, Hans and Renn, Ortwin. 1995. “Public Participation in Impact 

Assessment: A Social Learning Perspective.” Environmental Impact Assessment 

Review. 15 (5): 443-463.  

Wejnert, Barbara. 2005. “Diffusion, Development, and Democracy, 1800-1999.” American 

Sociological Review. 70 (1): 53-81.  

Wejnert, Barbara. 2014. Diffusion of Democracy: The Past and Future of Global Democracy. 

New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Wenger, Etienne. 1998. Communities of Practice: Learning, Meaning, and Identity. New 

York: Cambridge University Press.  

Wenger, Etienne, McDermott, Richard and Snyder, William M. 2002. Cultivating 

Communities of Practice. Boston, MA: Harvard Business School Press.  

Wesslau, Fredrik. 2016. “Putin’s friends in Europe.” October 19, 2016. Accessed from the 

European Council on Foreign Relations Website, October 24, 2017. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_putins_friends_in_europe7153.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/26/why-ukraines-yanukovych-fell-but-so-many-analysts-including-me-predicted-he-would-survive/?utm_term=.8b96801f713f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/26/why-ukraines-yanukovych-fell-but-so-many-analysts-including-me-predicted-he-would-survive/?utm_term=.8b96801f713f
http://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_putins_friends_in_europe7153


 

671 
 

Weyland, Kurt. 2006. Bounded Rationality and Policy Diffusion: Social Sector Reform in Latin 

America. Woodstock and Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  

Weyland, Kurt. 2010. “The diffusion of regime contention in European democratization.” 

Comparative Political Studies. 43 (8-9): 1148-1176.  

Weyland, Kurt. 2016. “Crafting Counterrevolution: How Reactionaries Learned to Combat 

Change in 1848.” American Political Science Review. 110 (2): 215-231.  

Weyland, Kurt. 2017a. “Autocratic diffusion and cooperation: the impact of interests vs. 

ideology.” Democratization. 24 (7): 1235-1252.  

Weyland, Kurt. 2017b. “Fascism’s missionary ideology and the autocratic wave of the 

interwar years.” Democratization. 24 (7): 1253-1270.  

White, Michael. 2012. “David and the Nordic goliaths.” February 9, 2012. Accessed from The 

Guardian Website, January 27, 2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2012/feb/09/david-cameron-nordic-goliaths-

sweden.  

Whitehead, Laurence. 1986. “International Aspects of Democratization.” In Tranistions from 

Authoritarain Rule: Comparative Perspectives edited by Guillermo O’Donnell, Philippe 

C Schmitter and Laurence Whitehead. Baltimore, MD and London: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press: 3-46.  

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2012/feb/09/david-cameron-nordic-goliaths-sweden
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2012/feb/09/david-cameron-nordic-goliaths-sweden


 

672 
 

Whitehead, Laurence. 2001. “Three International Dimensions of Democratization.” In The 

International Dimensions of Democratization: Europe and the Americas edited by 

Laurence Whitehead. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press: 3-25. 

 Wielowieyski, Andrzej. 2017. “Otwarty Dialog na rozdrożu – o zasługach fundacji i 

powodach ataku na nią pisze członek rady fundacji Otwarty Dialog.” [“Open Dialogue 

at a crossroads – a member of the Open Dialogue Foundation council writes about the 

merits of the foundation and the reasons for the attack on it.”] August 7, 2017. 

Accessed from the Wyborcza Website, August 15, 2019. 

http://wyborcza.pl/7,75968,22199035,otwarty-dialog-na-rozdrozu-o-zaslugach-

fundacji-i-powodach.html?disableRedirects=true. 

Wikileaks.org. 2007. “Ukraine: IUD’s Taruta on Regions, Elections, and Gas Deals.” 

September 13, 2007. Accessed from the Wikileaks Website, February 13, 2018. 

https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07KYIV2286_a.html.  

Wilk, Andrzej. 2013. “’West 2013’: the Belarusian and Russian armies’ anti-NATO integration 

exercises.” September 25, 2-13. Accessed from the Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich 

Website, December 2, 2017. https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2013-

09-25/west-2013-belarusian-and-russian-armies-anti-nato-integration. 

 Wilkinson, Rupert. 1972. The Broken Rebel: A study in culture, politics and authoritarian 

characteristics. Oxford: Harper and Row.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2005a. Ukraine’s Orange Revolution. New Haven, CT and London: Yale 

University Press.  

http://wyborcza.pl/7,75968,22199035,otwarty-dialog-na-rozdrozu-o-zaslugach-fundacji-i-powodach.html?disableRedirects=true
http://wyborcza.pl/7,75968,22199035,otwarty-dialog-na-rozdrozu-o-zaslugach-fundacji-i-powodach.html?disableRedirects=true
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07KYIV2286_a.html
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2013-09-25/west-2013-belarusian-and-russian-armies-anti-nato-integration
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2013-09-25/west-2013-belarusian-and-russian-armies-anti-nato-integration


 

673 
 

Wilson, Andrew. 2005b. Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World. New 

Haven, CT and London: Yale University Press. 

Wilson, Andrew. 2006. “The Belarusian election: Who best learnt from the Orange 

Revolution?” April 19, 2006. Accessed from the Eurozine Website, November 2, 2016. 

http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2006-04-19-wilson-en.html. 

 Wilson, Andrew. 2007. “Does Russia Still Have an Opposition?” Russian Analytical Digest. 

Number 28. October 2, 2007: 8-10.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2009. “Europe’s Next Revolution?” April 8, 2009. Accessed from The New 

York Times Website, July 12, 2017. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/09/opinion/09iht-edwilson.html?hpw. 

Wilson, Andrew. 2011a. Belarus: The Last European Dictatorship. New Haven, CT and 

London: Yale University Press.   

Wilson, Andrew. 2011b. “”Political Technology”: Why is it alive and flourishing in the former 

USSR?” June 17, 2011. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, October 21, 

2015. https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/political-

technology-why-is-it-alive-and-flourishing-in-former-ussr.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2012. “Putin returns, but will Russia revert to ‘virtual democracy?” May 7, 

2012. Accessed from the Open Democracy Website, October 12, 2017. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/putin-returns-but-will-

russia-revert-to-%E2%80%98virtual-democracy%E2%80%99.  

http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2006-04-19-wilson-en.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/09/opinion/09iht-edwilson.html?hpw
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/political-technology-why-is-it-alive-and-flourishing-in-former-ussr
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/political-technology-why-is-it-alive-and-flourishing-in-former-ussr
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/putin-returns-but-will-russia-revert-to-%E2%80%98virtual-democracy%E2%80%99
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/andrew-wilson/putin-returns-but-will-russia-revert-to-%E2%80%98virtual-democracy%E2%80%99


 

674 
 

Wilson, Andrew. 2014a. “Another Black Thursday in Ukraine.” January 16, 2014. Accessed 

from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, October 23, 2016. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/blog/entry/another_black_thursday_in_ukraine.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2014b. “Supporting the Ukrainian Revolution.” February 25, 2014. 

Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, June 2, 2016. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR96_UKRAINE_MEMO.pdf.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2014c. Ukraine Crisis: What it means for the West. New Haven, CT and 

London: Yale University Press.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2015. The Ukrainians: Unexpected Nation. 4th edition. New Haven, CT and 

London: Yale University Press. 

Wilson, Andrew. 2016a. “Belarus: from a Social Contract to a Security Contract?” Journal of 

Belarusian Studies. 8 (1): 78-91.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2016b. “Russian active measures: A modernised tradition.” March 1, 2016. 

Accessed from the Institute for Statecraft Website, October 26, 2017. 

http://www.statecraft.org.uk/research/russian-active-measures-modernised-

tradition.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2016c. “Survival of the Richest: How Oligarchs Block Reform in Ukraine.” 

April 14, 2016. Accessed from the European Council on Foreign Relations Website, 

February 2018. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR_160_SURVIVAL_OF_THE_RICHEST-

_HOW_OLIGARC1_BLOCK_REFORM_IN_UKRAINE.pdf.  

Wilson, Andrew. 2018. “Softly, softly Belarus.” New Eastern Europe. 33 (5): 7-13. 

http://www.ecfr.eu/blog/entry/another_black_thursday_in_ukraine
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR96_UKRAINE_MEMO.pdf
http://www.statecraft.org.uk/research/russian-active-measures-modernised-tradition
http://www.statecraft.org.uk/research/russian-active-measures-modernised-tradition
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR_160_SURVIVAL_OF_THE_RICHEST-_HOW_OLIGARC1_BLOCK_REFORM_IN_UKRAINE.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR_160_SURVIVAL_OF_THE_RICHEST-_HOW_OLIGARC1_BLOCK_REFORM_IN_UKRAINE.pdf


 

675 
 

Woodman, Spencer. 2017a. “Kremlin-Owned Firms Linked to Major Investments in Twitter 

and Facebook.” November 5, 2017. Accessed from the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/kremlin-owned-firms-linked-

major-twitter-facebook-investments-icij/.  

Woodman, Spencer. 2017b. “Questions remain after Ross’s Disclsoure as he Confirms 

Disinvestment.” December 23, 2017. Accessed from the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/questions-remain-over-wilbur-

ross-disclosure-as-he-confirms-divestment/.  

Wynnyckyj, Mychailo. 2019. Ukraine’s Maidan, Russia’s War: A Chronicle of the Revolution 

of Dignity. Stuttgart: ibidem-Verlag. 

Yablokov, Ilya. 2018. Fortress Russia: Conspiracy Theories in Post-Soviet Russia. Cambridge 

and Medford, MA: Polity Press. 

Yaffa, Joshua. 2017. “Putin’s Shadows Cabinet and the Bridge to Crimea.” May 29, 2017. 

Accessed from the New Yorker Website, February 11, 2018. 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/05/29/putins-shadow-cabinet-and-the-

bridge-to-crimea.  

Yakouchyk, Katsiaryna. 2016. “The good, the bad, and the ambitious: democracy and 

autocracy promoters competing in Belarus.” European Political Science Review. 8 (2): 

195-224.  

https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/kremlin-owned-firms-linked-major-twitter-facebook-investments-icij/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/kremlin-owned-firms-linked-major-twitter-facebook-investments-icij/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/questions-remain-over-wilbur-ross-disclosure-as-he-confirms-divestment/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/paradise-papers/questions-remain-over-wilbur-ross-disclosure-as-he-confirms-divestment/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/05/29/putins-shadow-cabinet-and-the-bridge-to-crimea
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/05/29/putins-shadow-cabinet-and-the-bridge-to-crimea


 

676 
 

Yakouchyk, Katsiaryna. 2018. “Beyond Autocracy Promotion: A Review.” Political Studies 

Review. DOI: 10.1177/1478929918774976.  

Yang, Baiyin. 2004. “Holistic Learning Theory and Implications for Human Resource 

Development.” Developing Human Resources. 6 (2): 241-262. 

Yanushevskaya, Anastasiya. 2012. “Glava MID Shvetsii: Belorusskie gosmedia zapustili 

kampaniyu klevety na Shevtsiyu i nashego posla.” [“Swedish Foreign Minister: The 

Belarusian state media launched a campaign of slander against Sweden and our 

ambassador.”] August 6, 2012. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, August 10, 2019. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/303463.html. 

Yaroshenko, Evgeniy. “Rossiya mozhet vzorvat’ situatsiyu v Odesskoi oblasti.” [“Russia can 

blow up the situation in the Odessa region.”] July 10, 2015. Accessed from the 

Apostrof Website, January 16, 2018. https://apostrophe.ua/article/politics/2015-07-

10/rossiya-mojet-vzorvat-situatsiyu-v-odesskoy-oblasti-ukrainyi/1952.  

Yasaveev, Iskender. 2017. “Militarization of the “National Idea”: the New interpretation of 

Patriotism by the Russian Authorities.” Russian Analytical Digest. Number 207. 

September 26, 2017. 

Yashin, Ilya. 2010. “Ulybaites’. Vas snimaet skrytaya kamera.” [“Smile. You’re on a hidden 

camera.”] March 23, 2010. Accessed from the personal blog of Il’ya Yashin, November 

13, 2017. http://yashin.livejournal.com/894296.html. 

Yekelchyk, Serhy. 2007. Ukraine: Birth of a Modern Nation.  Oxford and New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/303463.html
https://apostrophe.ua/article/politics/2015-07-10/rossiya-mojet-vzorvat-situatsiyu-v-odesskoy-oblasti-ukrainyi/1952
https://apostrophe.ua/article/politics/2015-07-10/rossiya-mojet-vzorvat-situatsiyu-v-odesskoy-oblasti-ukrainyi/1952
http://yashin.livejournal.com/894296.html


 

677 
 

Yin, Robert K. 2012. Applications of Case Study Research. 3rd edition. Thousand Oaks, CA, 

London, New Delhi and Singapore: SAGE Publications.  

Yin, Robert K. 2014. Case Study Research: Design and Methods. 5th edition. Thousand Oaks, 

CA, London and New Delhi: SAGE Publications. 

Zabortseva, Yelena N. 2016. Russia’s Relations with Kazakhstan: Rethinking ex-Soviet 

transitions in the emerging world system. London and New York: Routledge.  

Zaets, Ilona. 2003. “Roli raspredeleny. Viktor Yanukovych konsolidiruetsya pered stratom.” 

[“Roles are distributed. Viktor Yanukovych consolidates before the start.”] Delovaya 

Ukraina. Number 73. November 21, 2003: 2.  

Zaitsev, Aleksandr. 2010. “Belarus’ – Rossiya: Tochka vozvrata.” [“Belarus-Russia: return 

point.”] December 10, 2010. Accessed from the TUT.by Website, December 17, 2017. 

https://news.tut.by/politics/207867.html.  

Zalan, Eszter. 2016. “Hungary Is Too Small for Viktor Orban.” October 1, 2016. Accessed 

from the Foreign Policy Website, June 1, 2017. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/10/01/hungary-is-too-small-for-viktor-orban/.  

Zanuda, Anastasiya. 2012. “Ukraina-Rossiya: poisk gazovogo kompromissa prodolzhaetsya.” 

[“Ukraine-Russia: the search for a gas compromise continues.”] June 27, 2012. 

Accessed from the BBC Ukrainian Service, December 20, 2017. 

http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2012/06/120626_ru_s_ukraine_r

ussia_gov_comission.  

https://news.tut.by/politics/207867.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/10/01/hungary-is-too-small-for-viktor-orban/
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2012/06/120626_ru_s_ukraine_russia_gov_comission
http://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/ukraine_in_russian/2012/06/120626_ru_s_ukraine_russia_gov_comission


 

678 
 

Zapodinskaya, Ekaterina. 2007. “Odnokashnik prezidenta vozglavit prokurorskoe sledstvie.” 

[“The prosecutor’s investigation is headed by the president’s classmate.”] June 26, 

2007. Accessed from the Kommersant Website, May 1, 2016. 

http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/777085.  

Zayats, Dzmitry. 2016. “Pochemu pod “Velikii Kamen’” izvestitsii ne tekut?” [“Why does 

investment not flow to the “Great Stone?””] May 6, 2016. Accessed from the UDF.by 

Website, October 22, 2017. http://udf.by/news/economic/139195-pochemu-pod-

velikiy-kamen-investicii-ne-tekut.html.  

Zavtra. 2012. “Manifest Partii “Rodina.”” [“Manifesto of the “Motherland” Party.”] Zavtra. 

Number 30 September 26, 2012: 1.  

Zelenskiy, Mikhail. 2016. “Rossiya gotovitsya zablokirovat’ LinkedIn. Zachem?” [“Russia is 

preparing to block LinkedIn. What for?”] Republic (Slon). Number 10-26. October 26, 

2016.  

Zemni, Sami. 2015. “The Roots of the  Revolution.” In Routledge the Handbook of the Arab 

Spring: Rethinking Democratization edited by Larbi Sadiki. London and New York: 

Routledge: 77-88.  

Zerkalo Nedeli. 2004. “Vsem ostavat’sya po domam. Sovetuet ministr vnutrennikh del.” 

[“Everyone stay at home. So advised the Minister of the Interior.”] Zerkalo Nedeli. 

Number 44. October 30, 2004.  

Zerkalo Nedeli. 2009. ““Luchshe Chernomyrdina khuzhe net.”” [““Better Chernomyrdin than 

worse.””] Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 21. June 13, 2009.  

http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/777085
http://udf.by/news/economic/139195-pochemu-pod-velikiy-kamen-investicii-ne-tekut.html
http://udf.by/news/economic/139195-pochemu-pod-velikiy-kamen-investicii-ne-tekut.html


 

679 
 

Zerkalo Nedeli. 2013. “Narod imeet pravo znat’.” [“The people have the right to know.”] 

Zerkalo Nedeli. Number 5. February 9, 2013: 1.  

Zerkalo Nedeli. 2017. “Vitse-spiker prizvala Poroshenko otpravit’ v ostsavku.” [“The Vice 

Speaker urged Poroshenko to get Lutsenko to resign.”] December 6, 2017. Accessed 

from the Zerkalo Nedeli Website, February 4, 2018. https://zn.ua/POLITICS/vice-

spiker-prizvala-poroshenko-otpravit-lucenko-v-otstavku-268467_.html. 

Zhao, Suisheng. 2010. “The China Model: can it replace the Western model of 

modernization?” Journal of Contemporary China. 19 (65): 419-436. 

Zhavoronkov, Hlib. 2018. “Kritikia Trampa i kritika Poroshenka. Yak pratsyue “chetverta 

vlada” v Ukraini i SShA.” [“Criticism of Trump and criticism of Poroshenko. How does 

the “fourth power” wotk in Ukraine and the United States.”] January 24, 2018. 

Accessed from the Radio Svonoda Website, January 13, 2019. 

https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/28994327.html.  

Zheleznova, Mariya and Sinitsyn, Andrei. 2016. “Ministerstvo vnutrennikh vragov.” 

[“Ministry of internal enemies.”] April 5, 2016. Accessed from the Vedomosti Website, 

May 27, 2017. https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/articles/2016/04/06/636562-

ministerstvo-vragov.  

Zhuk, Alyona and Rudenko, Olga. 2016. “Poroshenko: ‘There was no offshore scandal.’” June 

3, 2016. Accessed from the Kyiv Post Website, June 13, 2016. 

http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-there-was-no-

offshore-scandal-415455.html. 

https://zn.ua/POLITICS/vice-spiker-prizvala-poroshenko-otpravit-lucenko-v-otstavku-268467_.html
https://zn.ua/POLITICS/vice-spiker-prizvala-poroshenko-otpravit-lucenko-v-otstavku-268467_.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/28994327.html
https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/articles/2016/04/06/636562-ministerstvo-vragov
https://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/articles/2016/04/06/636562-ministerstvo-vragov
http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-there-was-no-offshore-scandal-415455.html
http://www.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/poroshenko-there-was-no-offshore-scandal-415455.html


 

680 
 

Zito, Anthony R and Schout, Adriaan. 2009. “Learning Theory Reconsidered: EU Integration 

theories and learning.” Journal of European Public Policy. 16 (8): 1103-1123.  

Zygar, Mikhail. 2016. All the Kremlin’s Men: Inside the Court of Vladimir Putin. New York: 

PublicAffairs. 


