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But what is a resilient city? 
 
 

•  Resilient to what? 
 
•  Who/what is (can be) resilient?  
 
•  Does resilience encompass environmental justice?  
 
•  Does it look different in cities in the North/in the 

South?  



Resilience to what?  

 
- Shocks and stresses/changes and disruption.  
- When an event happens it is able to maintain it basic 
functioning and bounce back. 
 



Who or what does resilience pertain to? 

-  Multiple scales: individuals, households, communities, 
neighbourhoods, cities, countries 

-  People, Infrastructure, Institutions 
 

Korail, Dhaka, Bangladesh Kurtkoy, Istanbul, Turkey 



Does resilience encompass environmental justice? 

-  Not inherently! But it should. 
-  Resilience – transition – transformation (Pelling)  

 
 



Is it different in the North from in the South? 



Is it different in the North from in the South? 

My street, Clapham, London, UK 

-  Different levels of “accumulated” resilience in 
different places 

 
 



Thinking through the research framing in my 
current research project 



3-year	research	and	capacity	building	programme	(2015-2018)	
	

Seeks	to	open	up	an	applied	research	and	policy	agenda	for		
risk	management	in	urban	sub-Saharan	Africa.	

	
www.urbanark.org	

	 Funders: Partners: 





City	Cases	

 
 

(Range of different hazards, settings and urban scales) 



Overarching research questions: 
 
1.  What is the nature, scale and distribution of risk across the whole 

spectrum of hazards in urban centres, and what are their inter-linkages?  

2.  What are the underlying factors driving risk accumulation in the context of 
urban growth and change, poverty and climate change? 

3.  What institutional arrangements and good practices in local governance 
and in urban planning and management are capable of reducing risk and 
building resilience in this context? 

Work Packages: 
 
WP 1: Vulnerability, Capacity and Loss 
WP 2: Physical Hazards 
WP 3: Historical Urban Trajectories 
WP 4: Governance, Planning & Urban Development 
 



Two	Issues	underlying	the	research:	
	
1.  Range	of	actors	in	urban	development		
2.  LiCle	change	in	planning	systems	since	post-

colonial,	despite	massive	urbanisaEon	trends	



Actors	and	the	factors	that	are	influencing	urban	development	



Research Question 
 
 
In what ways do current city development practices (formal and informal 
investments, individual, community and institutional) lead to the production and 
reduction of urban risks? What are the structural factors underpinning these issues?  
 
 
Objectives: 
 
To reveal current urban development practices  
 
De-bunk the myth that planning is the panacea for risks  
 
To explore alternative planning practices, including how DRR can act as a catalyst 
for the development of novel/transformative planning policies and practices that put 
the development of sustainable, resilient and equitable cities at its core  



The location of my research: Karonga, Malawi 

Source: Manda, M. (2014). Where there is 
no local government: addressing disaster 
risk reduction in a small town in Malawi. 
Environment and Urbanization, 26, p 
586-599 
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Source: http://viajesconmochila.blogspot.be/2015/09/traveling-through-malawi-on-budget_21.html 



http://www.maravipost.com/2016/05/22/84-percent-people-living-flood-areas-karonga-denied-reallocating-chiefs-
mps-implicated-cause/ 































Entry points to looking at the issues in Karonga 



 
 
 
 
What do I hope are the outcomes of this research? 
 
How will it add to our knowledge about planning 
of cities in the North and South? 



Conclusions 
 
-Is resilience a useful framework for thinking 
about planning? 
 
-Does it enable us to get to (what I see) as the they 
questions about  
 


