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Background

Pharmacists need advanced skills to 

competently manage patients with health 

assessment, diagnostic and clinical 

examination skills to fulfil these roles. 

UCL aimed to design a novel prescribing 

course with fully integrated physical 

assessment skills teaching that would 

develop pharmacists with the skills to take on 

these new roles. 

Course design

The course design utilised a blended 

learning approach (Garrison, 2004) with 

real life case studies and reflective 

questions to embed learning in practice.

The course was uniquely developed through 

co-creation by a team of practicing and 

academic pharmacists using constructive 

alignment (Biggs, 2003)

Clinically enhanced: history taking and 

physical examination of nine body systems.

Evaluation designThe course aimed to develop pharmacists 

with the skills to make an informed 

decision at each and every instance of 

prescribing.
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Results

Pharmacists chose the course because it was 

designed by pharmacists, for pharmacists, 

and because of the clinical skills it would 

enable them to develop. 

The case study approach was well-received 

by the students and they learnt skills they can 

take into their practice

The course changed the way that the 

pharmacists consult and the way that they 

practice pharmacy. They had a better 

understanding of the patient journey and felt 

confident to expand their skills once qualified. 

Conclusion

Student feedback suggests that using co-

creation has developed a course that will 

enable pharmacists to take on new roles. 
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