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What articles are in scope for the Journal of Transport and Health? 

The Journal of Transport & Health is devoted to publishing research that advances our knowledge on 

the many interactions between transport and health and the policies that affect these. Almost 

anything that affects transport can affect health but this journal cannot – and we would not wish to 

– publish all the high quality papers that there are in the field of transport [transportation]. Five 

years after starting the Journal of Transport and Health the journal Board members and editors 

reviewed the journal’s scope. 

We wish the Journal of Transport and Health to publish cutting-edge articles that are significant for 

policy and practice. The readership is international and multi-disciplinary; articles need to be 

understood by intelligent readers from a broad range of specialties and places. We are particularly 

keen to encourage submissions that are cross-disciplinary or inter-disciplinary. The journal aims to 

cover transport and health issues in all countries; in general, studies should have a context, or 

lessons, that can be transferred to other locations. The revised scope is now on the journal’s Home 

page (https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-transport-and-health/) . We include a reminder 

that to be considered for the journal, the manuscript must focus on both transport and health. We 

have also added guidance on what is and what is not considered in scope. 

Active travel 

Is it important to know how children and young people travel to and from school or college in your 

area? Yes, it is important for local practitioners and policy-makers, as well as for researchers 

designing and evaluating interventions. School travel surveys have been validated (Evenson et al. 

2008) and widely used for many years (e.g. DiGuiseppi et al. 1998; McDonald 2008; McMillan 2007). 

Since 2014 we have published studies on school travel from across the world, including China (Sun et 

al. 2018);  Iran (Mehdizadeh et al. 2017); Spain (Aibar Solana et al. 2018); the Czech Republic (Hollein 

et al. 2017);  Denmark (Christiansen et al. 2014); Portugal (Pizarro et al. 2016); the UK (Carver et al. 

2014); Australia (Schoeppe et al. 2015); New Zealand (Mandic et al. 2017); Canada (Mammen et al. 

2014); and Brazil (Sá et al. 2015). Like surveys of smoking prevalence, or other behavioural risk 

factors in other journals, the evidence base has moved on and simple reports of surveys of school 

travel are no longer appropriate for publication in an international peer-reviewed journal unless they 

go substantially further than documenting the proportion of children travelling by a particular mode.  

In general, we will prioritise papers that evaluate or inform the development of interventions and 

policies to improve population health, or that make a genuinely original contribution, rather than 

basic descriptive studies. More complex studies include assessment of school commuting in relation 

to: school enrolment and choice (Mandic et al. 2017); school travel policies (Hollein et al. 2017); 

perceptions of walking time to school (Mehdizadeh et al. 2017); the built environment (Mammen et 

al. 2014; Sun et al. 2018); and interventions (Christiansen et al. 2014).  

We look forward to receiving more accounts of interventions to promote active travel – regardless 

of whether or not the intervention was actually successful, as it is also important to know what did 

not work (e.g. Christiansen et al. 2014) – and other longitudinal studies (e.g. Falconer et al. 2015). 

While Swiers and colleagues (2017) surveyed UK university students about their attitudes and 

behaviours regarding cycling, Wilson et al (2018) examined the successful policies that universities in 

the USA have used to encourage cycling by students and staff. Orozco-Fontalvo and colleagues 

(2018) used economics techniques when modelling cycling choice in Colombia, and Morckel (2016) 

used structural equation modelling to consider perceptions and physical activity by university staff.  

 

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-transport-and-health/
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Road travel injuries 

We are also becoming more restrictive regarding manuscripts reporting studies on travel crashes. 

Another editorial in this volume considers Vision Zero (Christie, 2018) and what might be required to 

achieve it. There are many other journals devoted to analysis or prevention of injuries, crashes, or 

‘accidents’, travel-related or otherwise. Of course these events may have health consequences, but 

we do not intend to replicate the work of other journals. We ask authors to submit to the Journal of 

Transport and Health articles that focus on health rather than on factors associated with collisions. 

 

We look forward to reading your submissions. We ask that you read the journal’s scope on the home 

page (https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-transport-and-health/), as well as the Guide for 

authors (https://www.elsevier.com/journals/journal-of-transport-and-health/2214-1405/guide-for-

authors) and Tips from the editor (https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-transport-and-

health/policies-and-guidelines/tips-on-writing-for-jth) before you submit your manuscript. 
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