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Abstract 

Public transport has claimed a preferential position in recent urban development agendas 
internationally. Rising interest on inclusive development of cities at different levels of urban 
policy involves new opportunities and challenges for increasingly urban societies. In cities 
of the Global South, in addition to institutional and physical challenges for the development 
of efficient and inclusive public transport, local governments face the challenge of making 
public transport affordable for a large share of the population in conditions of poverty. In 
order to meet these challenges, several public transport systems throughout have 
implemented targeted subsidies for specific social groups such as students, the elderly and 
people with reduced mobility, and more recently for the poor. The government of Bogotá 
has implemented a pro-poor public transport subsidy scheme that aims at alleviating the 

em. This 
research develops an analysis of the effects of such subsidy from an accessibility 
perspective using potential accessibility measures to employment opportunities and assess 
its impact on equity. The research builds on the hypothesis that accessibility is a multi-
dimensional construct that can benefit from the decrease in economic as much as gains in 
time costs. Results from the analysis show that both the current structure of the pro-poor 
subsidies in Bogotá and alternative scenarios for increasing its coverage are progressive, 
improving accessibility and equity for those with access to the subsidy. The paper provides 
valuable insights for the analysis of similar policies in other urban contexts in the Global 
South. 
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