
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































that could have caused the situation presented in S; the situation 
presented in N IS more central to W's purposes than is that 
presented in S 
the effect: 
in N could be a cause 
locus of the effect: 

R recogmses that the situation presented 
for the action or situation presented in S 
Nand S 

Two examples from one personal letter: 
Text Example: 'U sing thumbs is not the problem but heredity 
is, and the end result is no use of thumbs if I don't do something 
now. ' 

Text Example: 'Writing has almost become impossible so we 
had the typewriter serviced and I may learn to type decently 
after all these years.' 

Non-Volitional Result 

constraints on S: 
volitional action 

presents a situation that IS not a 

constraints on the N+S combination: N presents a situation 
that caused the situation presented in S; presentation of N is 
more central to W's purposes in putting forth the N-S 
combination than is the presentation of S 
the effect: R recognises that the situation presented 
in N could have caused the situation presented in S 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

Text Example: 'The blast, the worst industrial accident in 
Mexico's history, destroyed the plant and most of the 
surrounding suburbs. Several thousand people were injured, 
and about 300 are still in hospital.' 

Purpose 

constraints on N: presents an activity 
constraints on S: presents a situation that IS unrealised 
constraints on the N+S combination: S presents a situation to 
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be realised through the actIvIty in N 
the effect: R recognises that the activity m N IS 
initiated in order to realise S 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

Text Example: 'To see which Syncom diskette will replace the 
ones you're using now, send for our free "Flexi-Finder" selection 
guide and the name of the supplier nearest you.' 

Text Example: 'Presumably, there is a competition among 
trees in certain forest environments to become as tall as 
possible so as to catch as much of the sun as possible for 
photosynthesis. ' 

Antithesis 

constraints on N: W has positive regard for the situation 
presented in N 
constraints on S: none 
constraints on the N+S combination: the situation presented 
in Nand S are in contrast (cf. CONTRAST, i.e., are (a) 
comprehended as the same in many respects, (b) comprehended 
as differing in a few respects and (c) compared with respect to 
one or more of these differences); because of an incompatibility 
that arises from the contrast, one cannot have positive regard 
for both the situations presented in Nand S; comprehending S 
and the incompatibility between the situations presented in N 
and S increases R's positive regard for the situation presented m 
N 
the effect: 
locus of the effect: 

R's positive regard for N IS increased 
N 

Text Example: 'Farmington police had to help control traffic 
recently when hundreds of people lined up to be among the first 
applying for jobs at the yet-to-open Marriott Hotel. The hotel's 
help wanted announcement --- for 300 openings --- was a rare 
opportunity for many unemployed. The people waiting in line 
carried a message, a refutation, of claims that the jobless could 
be employed if only they showed enough moxie. Every rule has 
exceptions, but the tragic and too-common tableaux of 
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hundreds or even thousands of people snaking-lining up for any 
task with a paycheck illustrates a lack of jobs, not laziness.' 

Concession 

constraints on N: W has positive regard for the situation 
presented in N 
constraints on S: W is not claiming that the situation 
presented in S doesn't hold 
constraints on the N+S combination: W acknowledges a 
potential or apparent incompatibility between the situations 
presented in Nand S; W regards the situations presented in N 
and S as compatible; recognising that the compatibility between 
the situations presented in Nand S increases R's positive regard 
for the situation presented in N 
the effect: R' s positive regard for the situation 
presented in N is increased 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

Text Example: 'Concern that this material is harmful to health 
or the environment may be misplaced. Although it is toxic to 
certain animals, evidence is lacking that it has any serious long­
term effect on human beings . ' 

Condition 

constraints on S: 
otherwise unrealised 
context of S) 

S presents a hypothetical, 
situation (relative to the 

future, or 
situational 

constraints on the N+S combination: 
situation presented in N depends 
situation presented in S 
the effect: R recognises 
situation presented in N depends 
situation presented in S 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

realisation of the 
on the realisation of the 

how the realisation of the 
on the realisation of the 

Text Example: 'Employees are urged to complete new 
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beneficiary designation forms for retirement or life insurance 
benefits whenever there is a change in marital or family status. 
We have recently had cases where divorced spouses have 
received benefits because the employee neglected to complete a 
new beneficiary form designating a new spouse or child.' 

Otherwise 

constraints on N: 
constraints in S: 
constraints on the 
situation presented 
presented in S 

presents an unrealised situation 
presents an unrealised situation 

N+S combination: realisation 
in N prevents realisation of the 

of the 
situation 

the effect: R recognises the dependency relation of 
prevention between the realisation of the situation presented In 

N and the realisation of the situation presented in S 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

From an administrative memo on an electronic bulletin board: 
Text Example: 'It's new brochure time, and that means a 
chance for new project write-ups. anyone desiring to update 
their entry in this brochure should have their copy in by Dec. 1. 
Otherwise the existing entry will be used.' 

Interpretation 

constraints on the N+S combination: S relates the situation 
presented in N to a framework of ideas not involved in N itself 
and not concerned with W's positive regard 
the effect: R recognises that S relates the situation 
presented in N to a framework of ideas not involved in the 
knowledge presented in N itself 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

Text Example: 'Steep declines In capital spending 
commitments and building permits, along with a drop in the 
money stock pushed the leading composite down for the fifth 
time in the past 11 months to a level 0.5% below its high in May 
1984. Such a decline is highly unusual at this stage in an 
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· , expanSIOn; 

Evaluation 

constraints on the N+S combination: S relates the situation in 
N to the degree of W's positive regard toward the situation 
presented in N 
the effect: R recognises that the situation presented 
in S assesses the situation presented in N and recognises the 
value is assigns 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

From an advertisement: 
Text Example: 'Features like our uniquely sealed jacket and 
protective hub ring make our discs last longer. And a soft inner 
liner cleans the ultra-smooth disc surface while III use. It all 
adds up to better performance and reliability.' 

Restatement* 

constraints on the N+S combination: S relates N, where Sand 
N are of comparable bulk 
the effect: R recognises S as a restatement of N 
locus of the effect: Nand S 

Text Example: 'A WELL-GROOMED CAR REFLECTS ITS OWNER 
The car you drive says a lot about you.' 

Summary 

constraints on N: N must be more than one unit 
constraints on the N+S combination: S presents a restatement 
of the content of N, that is shorter in bulk 
the effect: R recognises S as a shorter restatement of 
N 
locus of the effect: Nand S 
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Text Example: 'For top quality performance from your 
computer, use the flexible discs known for memory excellence. 
It's a great way to improve your memory and get a big bonus in 
computer performance.' 

Other Relations 

Among the relations which we have considered but have not 
formulated definitions for are Comparison, Presentational 
Seq u e n c e, Dis j un c t ion and Mea n s . We have also decided 
against a relation Quo t e . Justification for this decision 
includes: 
I. Passages that present who said what or attribute 
information to certain sources rarely relate to other text spans 
in such a way that relational propositions arise; 
2. The function of such attribution is in the domain of 
evidentiality with respect to the attributed material and thus is 
reasonably considered not as a distinct entity, but as part of the 
proposition that contains the attributional passage. 
The last three relations - Seq u en c e, Con t r as t and J 0 i n tare 
non-nucleated. 

Sequence 

constraints on N: multi-nuclear 
constraints on the combination of nuclei: A succeSSIOn 
relationship between the situations is presented in the nuclei 
the effect: R recognises the succession relationships 
among the nuclei 
locus of the effect: multiple nuclei 

Text Example: 'Peel oranges and slice crosswise. Arrange in a 
bowl and sprinkle with rum and coconut. Chill until ready to 
serve. ' 
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Contrast 

constraints on N: multi-nuclear 
constraints on the combination of nuclei: nom 0 r e 
than two nuclei; the situations presented in these two nuclei are 
(a) comprehended as the same in many respects (b) 
comprehended as differing in a few respects and (c) compared 
with respect to one or more of these differences 
the effect: R recognises the comparability and the 
difference(s) yielded by the comparison being made 
locus of the effect: multiple nuclei 

Text Example: 'Animals heal, but trees compartmentalise. 
They endure a lifetime of lllJury and infection by setting 
boundaries that resist the spread of the invading micro­
organisms. ' 

Joint 

The schema called JOINT has no corresponding relation. The 
schema is multinuclear, and no relation is claimed to hold 
between the nuclei. 

Text Example: 'Employees are urged to complete new 
beneficiary designation forms for retirement or life insurance 
benefits whenever there IS a change in marital or family status. 

Employees who are not sure of who is listed as their beneficiary 
should complete new forms since the retirement system and the 
lllsurance carner use the most current form to disburse 
benefits. ' 

Notes: 

*In the original definition, Sand N are required to be of 
comparable bulk. This requirement is ignored in the present 
analysis since N is a sentence while S a paragraph therefore they 
are unlikely to have comparable bulk. 

469 



Appendix IV Details of First and Second Analyst 
Differences 

English samples 
sample 1 sample 2 

MU initial circumstance restatement/circumstance 

MU initial mid 1 backqroundlvoli cause non-voli cause/solutionhood 

MU initial mid 2 antithesis non-voli cause/elaboration 

MU initial mid 3 x x 
MU mid 4 elaboration non-voli cause/elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 elaboration non-voli cause 

MU end mid 7 interpretation/evaluation purpose/evaluation 

MUend evaluation interpretation/motivation 

sample 3 sample 7 

MU initial restatement/circumstance restatement 

MU initial mid 1 elaboration el ab orat ion/interpre tat ion 

MU initial mid 2 interpret at ion/backqrou n d x 
MU initial mid 3 x x 
MU mid 4 evaluation elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 x x 
MU end mid 7 interpretation elaboration 

MU end interpretation restatement 

sample 8 sampJe 10 

MU initial backqround backqround 

MU initial mid 1 interpretation elaboration/background 

MU initial mid 2 interpretation/eVidence elaboration 

MU initial mid 3 x x 
MU mid 4 voli result/circum&elab * elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 evaluation x 
MU end mid 7 restatement restatement/evaluation 

MU end voli cause/evaluation evaluation 

sam~le 11 sample 12 

MU initial evidence elaboration 

MU initial mid 1 elaboration elaboration/evidence 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration evidence 

MU initial mid 3 evidence/antithesis x 
MU mid 4 background/antithesis evidence/elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 interpretation/evidence x 
MU end mid 7 elaboration/evidence evidence 

MU end restatement evaluation 
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English samples 

sample 13 sample 14 
MU initial circumstance background/circumstance 

MU initial mid 1 interpret ation/justifV evidence 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration background 

MU initial mid 3 elaboration x 
MU mid 4 interpretation elaboration/background 

MU end mid 5 elaboration x 
MU end mid 6 interpretation elaboration 

MU end mid 7 evaluation elaboration 

MU end restatementlenablement elaboration 

differences: 26/97 

26.80412 per cent 

agreement 71/97 

73.19587 per cent 

Chinese samples 

sample 5 sample 6 

MU initial background background 

MU initial mid 1 elaboration background/elaboration 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration elaboration 

MU initial mid 3 x x 
MU mid 4 interpretation elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 x x 
MU end mid 7 interpretation/elaboration elaboration 

MUend voti result/elaboration elaboration 

sample 9 sample 11 

MU initial restatement background 

MU initial mid 1 back.qround/elaboration backqround/interpretation 

MU initial mid 2 background elaboration/interpretation 

MU initial mid 3 elaboration/background x 
MU mid 4 elaboration interpretation 

MU end mid 5 x x 
MU end mid 6 elaboration/interpretation interpretation 

MU end mid 7 elaboration interpretation 

MUend interpretation restatement 

differeces : 8/84 

9.52380 per cent 

agreement 76/84 

90.47619 per cent 
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Notes: 

1 . Plain text indicates that the 1 st and 2nd analyst agree on 
the relation definitions assigned. The differences are recorded 
m italics with the 1 st analyst's conclusion comes first. 

2 . Only samples in which there are differences between 1 st 
and 2nd analyst appear in the above tables. 
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Appendix V Results of Sample Analysis 

Table 1 Result of English sample analysis 

English samples 

sample 1 sample 2 sample 3 sample 4 
MU initial circumstance restatement restatement backQround 

MU initial mid 1 background non-voli cause elaboration interpretation 

MU initial mid 2 antithes is non-voli cause interpretation interpretation 

MU initial mid 3 x x x x 
MU mid 4 elaboration non-voli cause evaluation interpretation 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 
MU end mid 6 elaboration non-voli cause x x 
MU end mid 7 interpretation purpose interpretation interpretation 

MUend evaluation interpretat ion interpretation restatement 

sample 5 sample 6 sample 7 sample 8 

MU initial circumstance elaboration restatement background 

MU initial mid 1 restatement interpretation elaboration interpretation 

MU initial mid 2 elaborat ion elaboration x interpretation 

MU initial mid 3 elaboration elaboration x x 
MU mid 4 elaboration elaboration elaboration voli result 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 
MU end mid 6 elaboration voli result x evaluation 

MU end mid 7 interpretation interpretation elaboration restatement 

MUend evaluation interpretation restatement voli cause 

sample 9 sample 10 sample 11 sample 12 

MU initial circumstance background evidence elaboration 

MU initial mid 1 circumstance elaboration elaboration elaboration 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration elaboration elaboration evidence 

MU initial mid 3 x x evidence x 
MU mid 4 elaboration elaboration backQround evidence 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 
MU end mid 6 restatement x interpretation x 
MU end mid 7 evaluation restatement elaboration evidence 

MUend evaluation evaluation restatement evaluation 

sample 13 sample 14 

MU initial circumstance backQround 

MU initial mid 1 interpretation evidence 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration background 

MU initial mid 3 elaboration x 
MU mid 4 interpretation elaboration 

MU end mid 5 elaboration x 
MU end mid 6 interpretation elaboration 

MU end mid 7 evaluation elaboration 

MU end restatement elaboration 
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Chinese samples 

sample 1 sample 2 sample 3 sample 4 

MU initial restatement background background circumstance 

MU initial mid 1 evidence background background interpretation 

MU initial mid 2 evidence elaboration x elaboration 

MU initial mid 3 x x x x 

MU mid 4 evidence elaboration elaboration elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 

MU end mid 6 x x x x 

MU end mid 7 evidence voli result x elaboration 

MUend evaluation restatement interpretation restatement 

sample 5 sample 6 sample 7 sample 8 

MU initial background background elaboration circumstance 

MU initial mid 1 elaboration background interpretat ion elaborat ion 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration elaboration interpretation elaboration 

MU initial mid 3 x x x x 

MU mid 4 interpretation elaboration interpretation elaboration 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 

MU end mid 6 x x interpretation x 

MU end mid 7 interpretation elaboration interpretation evaluation 

MUend voli result elaboration interpretation restatement 

sample 9 sample 10 sample 11 sample 12 

MU initial restatement restatement background background 

MU initial mid 1 background elaboration background elaboration 

MU initial mid 2 bac~ground elaboration elaboration non-voli cause 

MU initial mid 3 elaboration x x x 

MU mid 4 elaboration voli cause interpretation interpretation 

MU end mid 5 x x x x 

MU end mid 6 elaboration x interpretation x 

MU end mid 7 elaboration voli result interpretation elaboration 

MUend interpretation purpose restatement non-voli cause 

MU initial sample 13 sam~le 14 

MU initial mid 1 elaboration voli result 

MU initial mid 2 elaboration background 

MU initial mid 3 x x 

MU mid 4 x x 

MU end mid 5 elaboration background 

MU end mid 6 x x 

MU end mid 7 x x 

MUend elaboration elaboration 

elaboration interpretation 
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* For explanations on the meaning of MU initial, MU initial 
mid 1 and so forth see Endnote 1 in Chapter seven. 
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