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Abstract—This paper advocates a fluid antenna system (FAS)-
assisted long-range communication (LoRa-FAS) for Internet-of-
Things (IoT) applications. In the proposed system, FAS provides
spatial diversity gains for LoRa, eliminating the necessity for
integrating multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) technologies
into the system. It consists of a traditional LoRa transmitter
with a fixed-position antenna and a LoRa receiver employing
the FAS (Rx-FAS). The pilot sequence overhead and placement
for FAS are also considered. Specifically, we consider embedding
pilot sequences within symbols to reduce the impact of pilot
overhead on system throughput and the physical layer (PHY)
frame structure, leveraging the fact that the pilot sequences do
not convey source information and correlation detection at the
LoRa receiver need not be performed across the entire symbol.
The achievable performance of LoRa-FAS is thoroughly analyzed
under both coherent and non-coherent detection schemes. We ob-
tain new closed-form approximations for the probability density
function (PDF) and cumulative distribution function (CDF) of the
FAS channel under the block-correlation model. Furthermore,
the approximate SER, equivalently the bit error rate (BER), of
the proposed LoRa-FAS is also derived in closed form. Simulation
results indicate that substantial SER gains can be achieved by
FAS within the LoRa framework, even with a limited size of
FAS. In addition, our analytical results align well with Clarke’s
exact spatial correlation model. Finally, when utilizing the block-
correlation model, we suggest that the correlation factor should
be selected as the proportion of the eigenvalues of the exact
correlation matrix greater than 1 for higher accuracy.

Index Terms—Block correlation model, fluid antenna system
(FAS), long-range (LoRa), symbol error rate (SER).

I. INTRODUCTION
A. Background

MERGING applications in the Internet-of-Things (IoT)
have heightened the technical demands on current Low-
Power Wide-Area Networks (LPWANS) [1]. Amongst existing
physical (PHY) layer solutions for LPWANS, such as narrow-
band (NB)-IoT [2], random phase multiple access (RPMA)
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and long-range (LoRa) [3], Semtech’s LoRa [4] is particularly
attractive due to its supreme capability to support long-range,
low-cost, energy-efficient, and anti-jamming communications,
enabled by its specific chirp spread spectrum (CSS) mod-
ulation technique. In LoRa modulation, cyclic shifts of a
fundamental chirp signal, characterized by spreading factors
(SFs) and linearly increasing frequency, are employed to create
orthogonal signals and distribute the signal energy across a
wider bandwidth (BW) [5]. This approach enhances system
robustness against noise and interference [6]. By employing
different SFs, CSS modulation enables multiple IoT devices
to communicate simultaneously with minimal mutual inter-
ference. Additionally, CSS can support a wide range of IoT
devices with diverse quality of service (QoS) requirements
and capabilities through the adjustment of system parameters,
including SF, coding rate (CR), and BW [7]. The CSS scheme
provides notable advantages to LoRa systems, yet it remains
subject to several limitations. As in other communication sys-
tems, an inherent trade-off exists between frequency resource
occupancy, data transmission rate, and reliability. In particular,
increasing the SF can significantly enhance the communication
range or reduce the error probability, albeit with a decreased
transmission rate. Moreover, a larger bandwidth results in
shorter symbol duration, enabling more data to be transmitted
within a given time interval. More importantly, the analytical
results in [8] highlight severe challenges encountered by LoRa
under fading conditions. Specifically, for a target bit error rate
(BER) of 10~*, LoRa experiences over 30 dB performance
degradation when operating in a Rayleigh fading channel com-
pared to an additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) channel.
The measurement results in [9] indicate that the coverage range
of LoRa is approximately 8 km in urban areas and up to 45 km
in rural areas. To resist the severe fading, additional techniques
are needed to enhance CSS modulation and the LoRa system,
without compromising other performance aspects of LoRa.

B. Related Works on LoRa-MIMO

Multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO) is widely regarded
as an effective means to achieve diversity or multiplexing gains
through spatial exploitation. However, their applicability to
LoRa systems is quite constrained due to the characteristics
of CSS signals, hardware requirements, antenna spacing lim-
itations at lower carrier frequencies (e.g., 433-434 MHz and
779-787 MHz [10]) and fundamentally the design philosophy.
Specifically, LoRa is characterized by its lower power con-
sumption, reduced data rates and lower hardware complexity,
whereas MIMO techniques are typically associated with high
data rates, increased hardware complexity, and greater power
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consumption. Few studies have investigated the integration of
MIMO and LoRa systems [11], [12], [13], [14], [15], [16],
[17]. Despite the aforementioned challenges, the spatial gain
provided by MIMO to LoRa is considerable. These studies
applied MIMO to improve link reliability over fading channels
or to support higher-rate transmissions. Specifically, [11], [12]
investigated incorporating space-time block coding (STBC)
MIMO schemes into LoRa systems, which is able to achieve
the full diversity order and enhanced BER performance.
The MIMO scheme with receive combining has also been
demonstrated to effectively enhance the reliability of LoRa
[13]. Others have investigated techniques to achieve high-rate
LoRa by transmitting multiple modulated chirp signals across
antennas with varying SFs [14], [15], [16]. Moreover, the most
recent work points out that 4 x N, MIMO-CSS with permu-
tation matrix modulation (PMM) can realize 440% spectral
efficiency (SE) compared with the basic CSS modulation [17].
Notably, high-rate LoRa-MIMO relies to some extent on the
inherent orthogonality of the LoRa symbols or the use of
high-complexity coherent detection methods. Returning to the
practical scenario, the aforementioned issue continues to raise
doubts about the feasibility of implementing MIMO for LoRa,
and an alternative scheme that can provide additional spatial
opportunity for LoRa without MIMO is preferred.

C. Related Works on FAS

Following the above discussion, recent advances in reconfig-
urable antenna technologies do give us hope. In particular, the
concept of fluid antenna system (FAS) that advocates position
and shape flexibility in antennas has emerged as a new degree
of freedom in the physical layer of wireless communications
[18], [19]. In [20], [21], Wong ef al. revealed that even with a
small space at user equipment, tremendous performance gains
can be obtained by exploiting position flexibility on one RF
chain. It is worth mentioning that recent terminology, such
as movable antenna systems, also falls under the category of
FAS [22]. FAS may be realized by using liquid materials [23],
metamaterials [24], reconfigurable RF pixels, [25] and etc.
Experimental results on FAS were reported recently in [26]
and [27]. For a comprehensive review covering various aspects
of FAS, readers are referred to [28].

FAS can also be really useful for multiuser communica-
tions, especially when channel state information (CSI) is not
available on the transmitter side, so MIMO precoding is not
an option. This has given rise to the fluid antenna multiple
access (FAMA) technology [29], which utilizes the fading
phenomenon in the spatial domain to avoid interference. Also,
FAMA has been considered in conjunction with opportunis-
tic scheduling that can significantly enhance its interference
immunity [30], [31]. FAS was effective in improving energy
efficiency for non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA) sys-
tems [32]. Moreover, FAS has expanded its use to a variety of
emerging applications, such as simultaneous wireless informa-
tion and power transfer (SWIPT) [33], integrated sensing and
communication (ISAC) [34] and physical layer security [35],
among others. On the other hand, reconfigurable intelligent
surface (RIS) [36] and artificial intelligence (AI) or machine

learning [37] can synergize with FAS for significant effects.
Additionally, CSI is pivotal for FAS performance and thus
channel estimation has been an important topic of research
for FAS. Recent works [38], [39] have provided useful channel
estimation frameworks that can be integrated into FAS. Given
the existing results for FAS, it may be a suitable approach
for communication systems that are challenged in achieving
spatial gains through conventional MIMO techniques.

D. Motivation and Key Contributions

Motivated by recent advancements in LoRa technology
and the promising potential of FAS, we recognize FAS as
a suitable approach to achieve spatial diversity gains for
LoRa, which would otherwise require integration with MIMO
architectures. Unlike traditional MIMO systems, the simplest
implementation of FAS requires only a single RF chain.
When a given antenna port is selected and activated, FAS
operates as a conventional single-position antenna system,
enabling seamless integration with LoRa. On the other hand,
the low carrier frequency used by LoRa necessitates a large
antenna spacing for conventional MIMO systems, which is
often impractical. In contrast, FAS can exploit spatial diversity
even at sub-half-wavelength scales, making it more feasible
for LoRa deployments. Note that recent technologies, such
as holographic MIMO (H-MIMO) [40] and compact ultra
massive arrays (CUMA) [41], can also realize spatial poten-
tial at sub-half-wavelength intervals. However, they remain
prohibitively complex for LoRa applications. It is important
to note that while the available physical space may limit
the achievable spatial gain, correlation detection at the LoRa
receiver can aggregate gains from multiple sampling points
of LoRa symbols. This capability significantly enhances per-
formance even within small spatial dimensions. Furthermore,
FAS eliminates the need for complex RF hardware, advanced
precoding algorithms, and elaborate protocol stacks, making
it well-aligned with the design principles of LoRa. From an
analytical perspective, accurate channel models are essential
for the performance evaluation of FAS, while the precision
and tractability of these models remain an open problem.
The block-correlation model [42] and other eigenvalue-based
models [43] offer higher precision but introduce complexities
in performance analysis. However, it keeps the tractability of
the simpler model used in [21], [22] with decreased precision.
For a comprehensive review covering various channel models
of FAS, readers can refer to [28]. To prove the potential of
FAS in the LoRa system, analytical expressions for the FAS
channel that offer an appropriate trade-off between accuracy
and tractability are also anticipated.

In this paper, we investigate the integration of FAS with
LoRa and analyze its statistical performance. In summary, we
have made the following contributions.

o We propose a FAS-assisted LoRa (LoRa-FAS) designed
to mitigate severe performance degradation caused by
channel fading and to enhance link reliability. Specif-
ically, the system adopts a standard Rx-SISO-FAS ar-
chitecture, where a traditional fixed-position antenna is
utilized at the transmitter, and the receiver is equipped
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TABLE I
THE MEANINGS OF KEY VARIABLES
Notation Meaning
r LoRa SNR
Ny Single-side noise power spectral density
m Transmit symbol with information m
n n-th discrete sampling point
k k-th frequency bin in LoRa demodulation
M Total number of different transmit symbols,
discrete sampling points and frequency bins
w U u-th symbol in the observation cycle;
’ Total number of symbols in the observation cycle
w Length of the fluid antenna in terms of wavelength
I; L [-th FAS port; Total number of ports
b; B b-th block in block diagonal matrix; Total number of blocks
Lo [p-th element in b-th block;
by ~b Total number of elements in b-th block
X(“COh) Decision values for the non-coherent and coherent receivers
XZCO}‘) at the k-th frequency bin

with a FAS. Additionally, the standard LoRa modulator
is employed, and both non-coherent and coherent LoRa
detectors are considered.

o An embedded symbol pilot placement strategy is pro-
posed to reduce the impact of pilot overhead on system
throughput. The proposed scheme leverages the fact that
pilots do not convey information, and the symbol de-
tection does not need to be executed across the entire
LoRa symbol. The proposed scheme preserves the frame
structure of the existing LoRa PHY layer.

« We obtain the approximate probability density function
(PDF) and cumulative distribution function (CDF) of
the correlated FAS channel under the block-correlation
model and present them in an analytical and tractable
form. Numerical results demonstrate that the proposed
expressions closely match the Monte-Carlo simulations
based on Clarke’s exact correlation model.

o We derive approximate expressions for SER (and hence
BER) of the proposed LoRa-FAS under non-coherent and
coherent receivers in closed form.

« When using the block-correlation model in [42] to derive
the analytical results, our analysis and numerical results
reveal that a judicious choice for the correlation parameter
is given by the proportion of the exact correlation matrix’s
eigenvalues greater than 1 for great modeling accuracy.

o Numerical results demonstrate that FAS can substantially
enhance the SER performance by several orders of mag-
nitude for LoRa, even if the size of FAS is small.

Organization: The remainder of this paper is organized as
follows. Section II introduces the system model of LoRa-FAS,
including the channel correlation model. Subsequently, Section
IIT presents the main analytical results. The numerical results
are provided in Section IV, while the paper is concluded in
Section V.

Notations: The following notational conventions are adopted
throughout our discussions. Lowercase and uppercase italic
letters stand for variables and parameters, respectively. Be-
sides, Corr{-, -} denotes the correlation coefficient. Pr(-)
represents the probability of an event. E{-} and Var{-}
stand for the mathematical expectation and variance operator,
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the proposed symbol structure.

respectively. | - | denotes the absolute and o(-) denotes the
phase. ||-||2 is the £2 norm of a vector. -* denotes the conjugate
of a complex variable. Finally, - is the maximum magnitude
of a set of variables. Also, the following special functions are
adopted throughout our discussions. H () is the Heaviside unit
step function [44, 1.16.13]. Q(-) and Q1 (-, -) are the Gaussian
Q-function [45, (A.1)] and first-order Marcum Q-function
[45, (A.3)], respectively. W(-) is the Lambert W-function
[44, 4.13.1]. erfc(-) is the complementary error function [44,
7.2.2]. Iy(-) is the O-th order modified Bessel function [44,
10.25.2]. Ra(co) denotes the Rayleigh distribution with the
scale parameter of o. Ri(z/ o) is the Rician distribution with
shape parameter of #-5. CN'(u,0?) and N (y, 0%) denote the
complex Gaussian and Gaussian distribution with mean p and
variance o2, respectively. G(u, 3) is the Gumbel distribution
with location parameter p and scale parameter (. Table I
summarizes the definitions of key variables to help readers
understand the system model and mathematical content.

II. LORA-FAS SYSTEM MODEL

We consider a LoRa-FAS, where a LoRa modulator [4]
generates the modulated chirp signals based on the symbol
information from the source. Subsequently, a FAS pilot inserter
embeds the pilot sequences into the modulated signals. The
LoRa-FAS receiver comprises an L-port FAS and a LoRa
demodulator. The FAS switches to the optimal port that
maximizes the channel magnitude based on the CSI estimated
from the pilot sequences. Thereafter, the LoRa demodulator
recovers the transmitted symbols from the received signals
by employing either the non-coherent or coherent detection
method. In the following subsections, we detail the transmitter
and receiver design of the proposed LoRa-FAS, as well as the
channel model.

A. Transmitter

LoRa is a spread-spectrum M -ary modulation scheme that
uses a given BW A and M possible waveforms, where M =
25F and SF € {7,8,...,12}. Typically, the basic discrete-
form chirp signal can be denoted as [46]

_JL L H(nT-T))

€

M ()
/1

n

2 = x¢[n],
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forn =0,1,...,M — 1. Besides, T' = % denotes the sample
interval and the symbol duration is Ty = M -T'. The modulated
basic chirp with the information m € M = {0,1,...,M —1}

is given by
y TL2 n mn
T[] = ”4]\146]2‘"(21%75+ A[)’ )

which performs frequency-shift modulation on the basic chirp
symbol. From the perspective of FAS, the CSI for all ports
should be estimated to perform the switching operation. The
pilot symbol for each port is set as the unmodulated chirp
symbol with a SF of SF, € {7,8,---,12}. Let P = 25%%,
the pilot symbol can be expressed as
o i_ﬂ

ol = /37 (3-%) 3
for n, = 0,1,..., P — 1. In order to retain the existing frame
structure of the LoRa PHY layer, we discretize one pilot
symbol into U LoRa symbols, where U > ]P\;[, substituting
the first M % portion of the LoRa symbol.! > For simplicity,
we assume ~—5— is an integer. The proposed symbol structure
is illustrated 1n Fig. 1. Then an L-port FAS requires L - U
symbols to scan all ports.® After the synchronization process,
all ports are observed cyclically. The benefit of utilizing the
symbol-embedded FAS pilot is that it reduces the impact on
system throughput and preserves the PHY frame structure of
LoRa, compared to the continuous insertion of pilot symbols.*
Then the u-th symbol in one observation cycle is given by

P P
xp[n+(u—1)U], O§n<ﬁ—1,
Fon] = 4
T[] p “)
xm[nL ESHSM_L

where u e U = {1,2,...,
FAS port is given by

= hl \/756m

Although this operation necessitates a symbol-level switching rate for
FAS ports, it is considered practical within LoRa systems, given their lower
sampling frequency and extended symbol duration ranging from 125 to 500
kHz and 36 to 682 ms, respectively, compared to the 15.36 to 122.88 MHz
and 4.17 to 66.67 ps in modern 5G networks.

>The flat Rayleigh fading is the most practical and prevalent channel
model for LoRa Systems, particularly in scenarios involving long-distance
transmission, narrow-bandwidth (e.g., 125, 250 and 500 kHz), and low mo-
bility. Under this assumption, other research works employ CSI for coherent
detection [47], [49] or STBC [11], [12] typically assume that CSI can be
obtained through the LoRa preamble at the beginning of each PHY frame. In
LoRa-FAS, considering the channel coherence time and the convenience of
implementation, a portion of the pilot sequences is placed at the beginning of
each LoRa symbol. This modified pilot placement can be effectively embedded
within the symbol without distinguishing between frame components.

31n this context, we consider ideal switching for FAS, as any overhead
can be incorporated after the pilot sequences without affecting the subsequent
analytical process. Note that fluid-material-based FAS are unsuitable due to
the high acceleration during movement [41], whereas micro-electromechanical
systems (MEMS)-based pixel antennas offer a more practical solution. MEMS
devices consume negligible power because of the near-zero bias current. How-
ever, their bias voltage requirement of tens of volts necessitates redesigning the
LoRa power delivery network [48], as existing LoRa chips typically operate
at only a few volts.

4One continuously inserted pilot symbol can be regarded as equivalent to
P/M redundancy symbols within U transmitted symbols, since it does not
convey any modulation information. This leads to specific symbols within the
LoRa frame for channel observation, which reduces the average throughput.

U}. The received signal at the I-th

|+ zi[n], (5)

where | € £ = {1,2 ,L}. Moreover, h; is the
channel corresponding to the [-th FAS port and z; is the
AWGN with z[n] ~ CN (0,%2), and Ny is the single-
side noise power spectral density. Besides, E; is the trans-
mitted power for one LoRa symbol and we have E; =
SN NVEzn )2 = M VEFm[n]|?. Generally, the
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) for LoRa communication is de-
fined as [8]

Eq Es
T,NoA  NoM'
Given the transmitted information m, the frequency of the
continuous LoRa signal increases linearly from ’”—MA to 3,
subsequently drops to —%5', and then increases linearly back

"}VIA This characteristlc spreads F across the entire BW.

s

(6)

o =+.

B. Channel

Without loss of generality, we assume an L-port FAS with a
normalized length of W at the LoRa receiver, corresponding
to the Rx-SISO-FAS model in [28]. To model the channels
{h}E, in (5), the block-correlation model in [42] is adopted
as it approaches the accuracy of the exact spatial correlation
matrix generated by Clarke’s model [50], [51]. Specifically, the
proposed model approximates Clarke’s model by employing
a block diagonal matrix that fits the eigenvalues of the exact
correlation matrix.” Thus, the channel at the [;-th port in block
b is defined as

hy & by, = (\/ 1— plxyy, + ,uxb,zg)
7
+J (\/ 1 — pPypg, + ,be,lo> ,
forb e B ={1,2,....BYly € Ly = {1,2,...,Ls}. B is

the number of blocks and L; is the dimension of the b-th
block. Each [ has a one-to-one relationship with (b, ;). Then
we have L = Zble Ly. In addition, xo,, Y0,,. *b1, and
ypy, ~ N (0 ( 2) are independent and identically distributed
(i.i.d.) random variables, and 2 is the correlation parameter.
The values of B and L; are calculated by [42, Algorithm I].
In [42], the parameter p? is chosen as a fixed value within
the interval (0.95,0.99). However, when L exceeds a certain
threshold, the fitting accuracy degrades. In this work, we
propose a dynamic and judicious selection method of x2? under
different values of L. The rationale and procedure are detailed
in Appendix A. Then the correlation coefficient between any
hi.c, and hj7dj is given by

E{‘hjydjf} _ E{hm}E{ ;dj}

Corr {hi,ci s hj,dj } =

Var {h; .,} Var {hj,d]. }
1 i=7jand c=d,
=2 i#jand c=d,
0 c#d,

3
which indicates that the channels within the same block exhibit

constant correlation with ,uz, while the channels between
different blocks are mutually independent.

5The Clarke’s model and block-correlation matrix are presented in (40) and
(41), respectively, in Appendix A.
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C. Receiver

At the receiver, the pilot sequences within each symbol are
extracted and reconstructed to recover the complete pilot sym-
bols, which is the inverse process from (3) to (4). Assuming the
flat-fading within L-U symbols, as the length of pilot symbols
increases, the channel estimation error decreases.® Then the
FAS channel at each sample point for both observation (at the
[-th port) and transmission (at the selected port), excluding the
initial observation round, is given by

P
hlaogngﬁ_la
heasln] =4 p )
h7 USTLSM—].,

where h = h; and = argr}laﬁx{\hﬂ s---s|hr|}. Then substi-
€
tuting hpag for h; in (5), the received signal is expressed as

Tm [n] = hFas [n]:%m[n] + ZFAS [TLL (10)

where zpas[n] ~ CN (0, £2) is the AWGN at the receiver.
The initial 5 samples contain no modulation information
and do not require demodulation. Therefore, the truncated

reference chirp signal at the receiver can be represented as

0 0< <P 1
) =N F T )
= U

Zo[n] = p (11)
xo[n], Egn <M-1.

The dechirped signal can be acquired by multiplying r,, and
the complex conjugate of Z(, which is expressed as

Fm[n] = rim [n]Z5[n]

0 0<n< P 1
)Y =Sy Th (12)
R P
MeJ2TrM +¢[TLL ES”SM_lv
in which we have ¢[n] = zpag[n]Z{[n]. Then a M-point

discrete Fourier transform (DFT) is applied to the down-
chirp signal 7,,,. To maintain noise independence and simplify
the analysis, zero samples are substituted with equal-length
i.i.d. noise samples, i.e., 7, = ¢[n|, when 0 < n < g — 1.
Then the DFT output signal can be expressed as

M—-1
ont= 5 ot
n=0
P FU
MU = 13
- —
Sm—rh + Sl], k # m,

where, k € M is the index of the frequency bin. Moreover,
the proportion of pilot within a symbol is 1 — D. Note that

5The probability that the least squares estimation error for the I-th FAS
port is less than a given threshold € can be expressed as Pr(|hl - hl| <
P—1 *
an:o(rp,z[np]) =plr] is the estimated
Zn,p:g(zp[”p])*mp["p]
channel for the I-th port and rp, ;[n] is the reconstructed pilot symbol from
the received symbols.

_Ppe2 =
e):l—e T, where h; =

this method is equivalent to directly calculating the cross-
correlation of the received signal and each possible symbol,
which coherently accumulates the channel gain across the sam-
ples within one symbol duration. The noise at each bin follows
same distribution as @[k], i.e., G[k] = ZnM:_Ol eivarfk"¢[n} ~
CN (O, %) Moreover, &,,—j is found using the exponential
sum formula as

1 M-1 (i)
gm—kzi Z 6j2ﬂ"T
Mn:P/U
. w(m—k)P)
sin (7 14
LU ) r(noi(sfr ) ) (1
. w(m—k)
sin (=57 A
“fm—kl

Note that when the dechirp operation is performed over the
entire symbol, we have w,,[k] = h + ¢[k] for k = m, and
wmlk] = ¢[k] for k # m in (13). Therefore, performing
de-chirp on the truncated symbol disperses a portion of the
symbol power into bins indexed by k # m. This effect can
be regarded as the ‘leakage interference’ during the symbol
detection.

Both non-coherent and coherent symbol detection schemes
are considered, which are given as follows.

1) Non-coherent demodulation: This approach aims to di-
rectly select the index k corresponding to the largest magnitude
of wy, [k], where the magnitude of the w,,[k] is given by

| wi[K]| = o
E7}'L—kh+¢[k] 3 k 7& m,
S (15)
D|h| + ¢1[K]|, k=m,
|&m—i||h| + G2[K]|. & #m,

and we have ¢ [k] = ’(ﬁ[k]‘ej(“’(‘g[k])_”(ﬁ)) ~ CN(0, Ny),

¢~52[k5}~: ‘&[k]’ej(‘P(J)[k])_ﬁo(}})_@(gm—k)) ~ CN(0, Ny). él K]
and ¢2[k] have different values of k, indicating their mutual
independence. Then the demodulated signal m is obtained as

~ (ncoh) _ k 16
) = arg i 1, 8] 16)

2) Coherent demodulation: Since the CSI is available in the
proposed system, the coherent receiver can employ the CSI to
compensate for the channel phase in w,,[k], and subsequently
extracts the index k corresponding to the maximum real part,
which is given by

Re (wm[k]e_j‘ﬁ(h))

D]+ Re (lK]e (")), k=m, (17)
- Re (&m—i) |h| + Re <$[k¢]6_”(ﬁ)) , k#m.
and .
) = arg max Re (wm[k]e_”’(h)) ) (18)

where Re (qg[k]e*j“”(ﬁ) ~ N (0,22). When the pilot
samples occupy half of the symbol duration, ie. 1 —
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D = 1, the real part of &, is given by Re({m—i) =
0, m — k is even,
— 47, m—kisodd
Since M is large, the leakage interference becomes negligible,
and the detection error is dominated by noise. This observation
highlights the potential of employing the coherent detection
scheme, when the pilot proportion is large.

~[€m—r| cos (m5E —

)

D. Performance Metric

According to (16) and (18), note 7 € {7 (o) splcoh)}
a symbol error occurs when m # m, as the largest value of
bins indexed by k£ € K with £ # m exceeds the m-th bin.
Therefore, the SER of non-coherent and coherent receivers
can be expressed by

plaoch) _ p; popax ]\ﬁm_u ]h|+¢2[k]‘
> [Dlh] + &)

19)

£ Pr ( max X,gnOCh) > XglOCh)> ,
ke, k#m

and

ety _ . (125, Re €nm) [A] + Re (Glke7%()
A =rr ) )

) > D|h| + Re (gz[k}e—-st(h))

£ Pr( max XIECOh) > Xf,‘;‘)h)) ,
keK k#m
(20)

respectively. Note P, € {P"°") P{™Y. The average SER
M-1

is given by P, = ﬁ >~ Pym = Psjm, ¥m € M, where Py,
represents the condit%i%l SER when the transmitted symbol
is m. This is derived under the assumption that all symbols
are transmitted with equal probability. Furthermore, for large
M, the BER of the proposed system P}, € {Pénwh)7 Pémh }
is given by P, = %PS 2 %PS [8]. Moreover, the sys-
tem throughput R € {R("°h) R(M1 ig defined as R =
% (1 — P,), which represents the number of correctly
detected bits per unit time. As both P, and R are linear
functions of P, this paper focuses on the SER performance.

III. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS

This section provides our main analytical results for the
proposed LoRa-FAS. For analytical simplicity, perfect CSI
is assumed, which can be regarded as the upper bound of
the practical LoRa-FAS. Given the complexity of determining
the exact SER under correlated channel conditions for FAS,
we resort to deriving a closed-form approximation for the
SER, incorporating the effects of the embedded pilot overhead.
Specifically, in (19) and (20), Xj, € {X™ XM} and
X, € {X,(#COII),X,(,‘;OM} are not independent because of
the common |h|. Additionally, L Jnax X}, includes double

3 m

maximum operations, where the inner maximum selects the
FAS port corresponding to the largest magnitude of the
channel, while the outer maximum is for detecting the LoRa

symbol. Here, we first derive the approximate PDF and CDF
of |ﬁ\ and present them in a more manageable form with the
help of the Lambert W -function. Then the closed-form SER
representations for a given |71\ are derived under both non-
coherent and coherent detection schemes. Finally, the closed-
form approximation of SER for the proposed LoRa-FAS is
obtained by averaging, i.e., integrating the conditional SER
on the PDF.

A. Approximate PDF and CDF of FAS Channel

The correlation between ports plays a crucial role in char-
acterizing the potential of the sub-half-wavelength scale of
FAS. The block-correlation model was first introduced in the
performance analysis of FAMA [42] to approximate Jake’s
or Clarke’s correlation model. However, directly applying
it to LoRa-FAS poses challenges in deriving closed-form
performance expressions. To our knowledge, an exact and
tractable statistical expression of the block-correlation model
for the Rx-SISO-FAS channel remains an open issue. In this
work, we derived a concise and manageable expression for \iL|
The simulation results confirm that the proposed expression
achieves satisfactory accuracy.

Now, we first focus on a single-channel block characterized
by a constant correlation factor. For the b-th channel block in
(7), note the largest magnitude within L; ports as |7Lb|, ie.,
|fzb| = lméaﬁx |hb,lb | Then we have the following lemma.

b b

Lemma 1. The CDF of ‘izb| corresponding to the b-th block
in the block-correlation model can be approximated as

F|,~Ib‘ (r) =~ (1 — e_u%(T_éb)Z) H(r—5), (21)

where Oy, is the shift parameter associated with the size of the
b-th channel block, expressed as

1—p? (Ly — 2)?
om [ (),
Proof: See Appendix B. ]
Lemma 1 shows the behavior of a single block. Since p?
is close to 1, (21) equals to a shift of the CDF of Rayleigh
channel, following Ra (g) Notice this shift can be regarded
as the potential gain achievable at sub-half-wavelength spac-
ing. More specifically, [42] and [43] demonstrate that, for
large L, the number of blocks is approximately 2W, i.e., the
number of half-wavelength, which aligns well with the spatial
sampling theory. Thus, the additional gain provided by sub-
half-wavelength spacing inside FAS can be expressed by the
shift terms of all single blocks.
Based on Lemma 1, we extend the result to multiple blocks.

(22)

Proposition 1. The CDF of |h| among multiple blocks in the
block-correlation model can be approximated as

1 B 1 21 B o
Ez [1 — e w2 (o) } H(r —9),

Fj, ()~ (23)

where § = maxd, denotes the maximum shift among all

€
channel blocks.
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Fig. 2. Numerical results of the CDFs and PDFs for the analytical approximation and Clarke’s exact models. (a) The CDF results of |fzb| with p?2 = 0.97,

and 65 = {0.1624,0.2574,0.3560} for Ly =

with p2
while markers specify the results from the analytical expressions.

Proof: See Appendix C. |
Notice, the CDF presented in Proposition 1 is more applica-
ble to Clarke’s model than Jake’s model, where the eigenvalues
are predominantly characterized by several equal maximum
eigenvalues, as described in the following lemma.

Lemma 2. For large L, the correlation matrix under Clarke’s

model (X in (40)) exhibits roughly 2Lmi 1L ~ 2W equal
eigenvalues, each with value approximately é—;‘}
Proof: See [42, Lemma 1 & Corollary 1]. |

Besides, although the CDF given by (58a) in Appendix C
is precise, differentiating it does not yield a tractable PDF
suitable for further analysis. In contrast, the CDF in (23)
exhibits good accuracy and analytical tractability. Accordingly,
the approximate PDF is given as follows.

Proposition 2. The PDF of |h| among multiple blocks in the
block-correlation model can be approximated by

>eu52(r6b)2

B -1

(= N

B-1
where ( i1

) is the binomial coefficient.

Proof: To derive (24), we first take the derivative of (23) and
then apply the binomial expansion on it. Strictly, to ensure that
the integral of the PDF over its domain equals one, a Dirac
delta function located at the lower bound of its domain, i.e.,
K ;Ll(g)Dirac(r — 4), should be added in the PDF. Here, we
directly drop the delta function term as its value is extremely
small, closing to 0. u

Note that (24) is relatively manageable since it consists of a
summation of products involving only exponential and power
functions.

Fig. 2 shows the numerical results corresponding to the key
findings presented in Section III-A. These results demonstrate
that the proposed analytical approximation fits well with the
Clark’s model. Besides, in Fig. 2(b) for the case W = 6, as L
increases, the block-correlation model and analytical results

with p2 = 0.97, corresponding to

= 0 97, correspondlng to Proposmon 2 In these results llnes correspond to Monte-Carlo simulations,

first converge toward the exact model and then gradually
deviate from it. This behavior is consistent with the description
in Section II-B and has been explained in Appendix A.

B. SER Analysis of Non-coherent Receiver

In this subsection, we aim to analyze the error performance
of the proposed LoRa-FAS system under a non-coherent
receiver. Given \iL|, we first derive a closed-form expression for
the conditional SER. The final result is subsequently obtained
by averaging over the PDF of |h|. Specifically, based on (19),
the SER under non-coherent detection can be expressed as

plocoh) g . Jp x(neoh) (ncoh)
) 1A { : (ke%,%ﬁm Kl Jhl=r = “Sm] [h|=r
=E; Pr( max x0o (ncoh) ) }
g { <k€i€,k7&m k| |h|=r = " m||h|=r (25)

= _ (ncoAh) )

= B { X {1 Py G }}
AR { (ncoh) } Vm e M

sl hl=r ’

where P"Y " denotes the conditional SER under the given

sl |h|=r
channel magnitude. Let X ™M — (ncoh)
£ lhl=r ~ kekgm k| lhl=

the maximum magnitude among the frequency bins indexed

by k # m. Fgmeon (+) is the conditional CDF of X l(ln};Oh)
\ HL =r a

Recall that X ™" denotes the magnitude at the m-th
frequency bin, whch corresponds to the correct index of
the transmitted symbol. Meanwhile, X (I\T’CL)I}L) for k € K
and k # m represent the values associated with the other
bins, reflecting the leakage interference and noise components.
If these two factors are neglected, X (nc‘(;bh) ~is always the
largest value. However, due to the noise aﬁd leakage inter-
ference, X ‘(r}:‘(f ) may become comparably large, potentially
causing detection errors. To evaluate the SER, it is necessary
to characterize the statistical distributions of both X "™

[1h|=r
and Xf:ﬁ%h\):r' Based on (19), they are Rician distributed

variables following Ri(|§i1|r, @) and Ri(Dr7 @)

denote
T
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respectively. Thus, the conditional SER can be obtained by
averaging the PDF of X (nﬂo}j over the CDF of X \(|nhc|(fl)
which is given by

plieet) —q Fasan (2) fxeon (2)d2
sl [hf=r 0 | 1hl=

m| |h|=r

o M

2/ |fm k|r
—1- = 1
Ny 0 H Ql /No / No
k#m
L2 2,2 2D
X ze” NG 10( ”) dz. (26)
No

Note that the integral cannot be expressed in closed form.
In this subsection, we derive a closed-form approximation of
(26).

First, we approximate the CDF of the largest interference
conditioned on a given channel magnitude as follows.

Lemma 3. Given |h| = r, the conditional CDF of Xl(‘nhc‘O h)

can be approximated by

M

gm k| r
Fxﬁ,;r:(z) =I[ [1-@ % (27a)
)5:’7:72
~[1-20, |§ﬂ‘ L H (z - ag‘;ﬁ‘;)) . (27b)

/ No / N()
where J](\rf_og ) s defined as (64) in Appendix D. Moreover, 1
means k =m £ 1.

Proof: See Appendix D. |
Based on the proofs of Lemma 3, (27b) includes the
influence of both the leakage interference caused by pilot
overhead and the noise at the receiver, combining these factors
into a single expression.
Then we substitute (27b) into (26), and set the Heaviside
step function on the lower bound of the integral, which is

given by
2 oo
1= N(] /(ncoh
224 D22

X ze  No

§i1| z

VE R

2Dzr
I dz. (28
0( No ) z. (28)
(ncoh)

Note that when o, 5" = 0, (28) can be solved by [21, Theo-
rem 1]. However, evaluating the integral with a nonzero lower
limit presents significant challenges. Therefore, we provide the
following approximation for the Marcum Q-function.

(ncoh)
s| |h|=r

1 -2

can be approximated by

1 _ (—lggIn)?

‘52‘:1 | r Z No , (29)

~ 1—1
/N0 /N0 e 1
i=1
where o = |+ .
4 4\&11

Proof: See Appendix E. ]

In LoRa systems, the number of M is typically huge, lead-
ing to relatively small values of |{11]|, which is in accordance
with the condition in Lemma 4.

Second, the Rician distributed Xil‘clc;j)zr can be approxi-
mated as a Gaussian distribution for large values of the Rician

shape parameter, following N’ (Dr, \/ %) Based on this, the
conditional SER can be rewritten as

_ (27D’V‘)2

(ncoh) o

1
- e
)¢
VN Joeep
2
o oy (el
x[l—Q(E —_zi-le No
,,1171

) ] dz. (30)
i=1

Then the closed-form expression of (30) is given as follows.

s| |h|=r

Lemma 5. Given yz| = r, the closed-form expression of the

conditional SER P nCTh) in (26) can be approximated as (31),

at the top of the next page.

Proof: See Appendix F. |
Based on (31) and (24), the closed-form approximation of
SER for the proposed LoRa-FAS can be obtained as follows.

Proposition 3. The closed-form SER of the proposed LoRa-
FAS under non-coherent detection can be approximated by

(ncoh) 1 _ _1\b— B-1
Ps hN]_ ZZ( 1)b 1(5_1>

L A(ncoh) 20y
1

x /1'2 Z \/No’lT
% (NO(Z_ 1)Agncoh) n [ Nom (|§i1 +D)
2 2 2

Agncoh) ’ Aéncoh) an

1
Aéncoh)) ‘| ’

(32)

where d Agnmh) are defined as (70), (71)
and (72) in Appendix G, respectively.

Proof: See Appendix G. ]

When dechirp is performed on the entire LoRa symbol,
the SER can be obtained by replacing a( COh) by o gvr}ioil)
in AlnCOh) and setting Aznmh) = Agnmh) = 0. This case
achieves the lowest SER. However, additional pilot symbols

are required for FAS channel estimation.

C. SER Analysis of Coherent Receiver

This subsection focuses on the performance analysis of the
proposed system under coherent detection. Similar to the non-
coherent case, the SER in (20) can be rewritten as

(coh) _ 1 . (coh) > (cohA)
F Eip) {Pr (kerz?%’ime pl=r = %oml |h—r> }
—E.. 1-P X(coh) < X(COhA)

i { ! (;ce%%’im Blhl=r = Tml|il=r (33)

— N o (coh) )

B {Exf:“‘z_r {1 S G }}
An (coh)
2E; {P >

N \hlzr} ,Vm e M,
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9
(ncoh) 4 f Gy — Dr 1 < No(i—1) 1 2o8%8(eal+p)r—(leeal®+0?) 2 —2(o5i5)"
- ~1--— — i - N
o 1= erfc ~ Nom ; a 5 o 0
A(ncoh) A(ZDCO}])
(3D
ncoh
L [Nom (el + DY st (200D ([ + D)r
2 2 V2Ny
Agncoh)
where X (\C}?Er = Joa IETT:‘):T Fgeony () denotes the Lemma 6. Given Aiﬂ = r, the closed-form expression of the
.. € 7@?}?)1 . = conditional SER P'®™ s given by (37) at the top of the next
conditional CDF of X = . Different from the non-coherent th\ . L
age, where & = 5l B=15,%|.
case, both XY and XY are Gaussian distributed pas (&3] =155
d gl‘ |hl=r ith x(©oh) o ‘hl* R No d Proof: This is done by utilizing the exponentlal type approx-
random variables wi k| |h|=r N (Re (€m-r)r, 73*) an imation of Q(-) as Q(x) =~ 22 | Qe e=Piw®  Moreover, the
XT(;(I)T’)!\ ~N (Dr —) Then similar to the proof of Lemma integral is solved by (69). |

(coh)

3, the conditional CDF of X (=

. can be approximated by

Re r—z
Feweom (2)~ |1-2Q 7(§i1]i
Hh\—r / INo.
2
% H (z . J(f,oj‘;), (34)

where the maximum of bins with indices & € I, k # m
and £ # m + 1 is also approximated by a Heaviside step
function. In this case, og\fhg can be computed as the largest
value of M 3 Gaussian random variables, each distributed
as N (0, 22). This value can be calculated by applying the

extreme Value theorem’ [52, Section 10.5], which is given by

Cco N — 1
=y [0t (1- 575)
{ (35
71— ——
= (1 )|
where ®~1(-) is the inverse CDF of the Gaussian distribution

with unit variance. Then the conditional SER can be obtained

by integrating (34) over the PDF of Xf(vj(\)}ll;blzv" resulting in

(Ccih) ~ 11— 1 > 1 _2Q Re(|§i1‘)7’_z
s| |h|=r \/m 0_5&-0};% \/E
- 2
_ (z=Dnr)?
X e dz. (36)

The closed-form expression of the conditional SER in (36) is
given by the following lemma.

"The asymptotic distribution of i.i.d. random variables {X 1,0, X, ,,} will
only be one of three extreme value distributions (i.e., Frechet, Gumbel or
‘Weibull). Moreover, it can be proved that the Gaussian distribution belongs
to the maximum domain of attraction of Gumbel distribution, i.e., X,, €

N(0,0), Pr (W) —G(0,1) with Fg(z) = e=¢ ", for

. _ 1 — 1
the normalized factor oy, = 0®~1 (1 — 5) and B, = c®~! (1 — 6’77) —
cd-1(1-1 ,Xn} ~
G(aw, By). Finally, the mean of Gumbel distribution is o) + v8;, which
is given in (35).

), when n — oo. Thus, we have max{Xj,---

By averaging (37) over (24), the SER is obtained as follows.

Proposition 4. The closed-form SER of the proposed LoRa-
FAS under coherent detection can be approximated by

D EIE (b_f)

b=1 p—1

P(coh

2
1 coh coh
it ) Z A, 38)
i=14/14 20;
where Aﬁ‘”h) is obtained by substituting 01(\2(:0;1 ) in (70) by

agffh;, Besides, AECOh) {

the top of next page. Moreover, we have =i ;

26 (D—Re(€1))? 01 (D+2BiRe(¢£1))” =
No(1+25;) No(1+2B,) _ & —2¢

@ﬂa%ﬁffﬂg(D-l-QBiRe(fil)) 92(D+251Re(511)) a
V/No(1+25;) ’

No
coh) 2 5 ° =
6 (‘75\4—3).) (1""2[311) i @205& h; 14+28;
b+ No /No

@2 and O3 have been given in Appendzx G.

e {1,2} is gzven in (39) on
+

+ O3, where O,

Proof: This proof is similar to Appendix G. ]

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS

In this section, the performance of the proposed LoRa-FAS
is assessed through Monte-Carlo simulations and theoretical
results. The analytical results were based on (32) and (38). All
parameters are specified in the figure captions. In the results,
lines correspond to Monte-Carlo results, while markers specify
the results from our analytical results. Note that the non-
coherent detection scheme in the conventional LoRa system
does not require CSI; therefore, the entire symbol duration
is available for data transmission. For fairness, we assume
that the coherent scheme in the conventional LoRa system
adopts the same pilot insertion pattern as LoRa-FAS. In the
simulation, large-scale fading is not modeled separately since
the path loss can be incorporated into the calculation of SNR.
For example, a LoRa transmitter with a transmit power of
16 dBm, the I' = —16 dB corresponds to a transmission
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o) 1o Dt (TU= TP 9n G G g [ T2 D Re ()7
0 i=1 \/1+2ﬁz NO(lJ'_QﬁZ)
(coh)
) e 37
_ 2 (coh) >
] o 2 (prreearyy [+ 280058 — (D +28,Re (601 ) 7
At(j—olh) :/ (7“ — 51)) e l‘( 6b) N0(1+25~7‘,) (D R ('f:l:l) ) erfC 2 3 _ dT,
J No(1+23;)
-2 <:2+: -s>2 = _ (39)
~_3 E?*i —§37 ~ — 2 = o égi ~ 22,4 +El 1,5
A 51,22@451,1’ Ei e =1 — T 2’ + E1,:0 | erfe 2 =
E1

««xwees Exact Correlation
77777 w2 =0.97
Calculate p? by Eq. (46)

Non- coherent

E
=)

Coherent,

Fig. 3. The SER for proposed LoRa-FAS with non-coherent and coherent
symbol detection schemes under different number of ports L, where I' = —10
dB, SF =7, W ={1,2,4} and 1 — D = {-.

distance d of approximately 15.2 km, calculated by solving
L(d) = 10nlogy, (47 f.4) = P—T'+174—10log,o(A)—NF,
where A = 125 kHz, f, = 848 MHz is the carrier frequency,
NF = 6 dB is the noise figure, n = 2.6 is the pathloss
exponent and ¢ = 3 x 108 m/s denotes the speed of light.

Fig. 3 illustrates the SER performance of the proposed
LoRa-FAS under varying numbers of ports, assuming perfect
CSI for FAS port selection and LoRa coherent detection.
Consistent with the results presented in Fig. 2(b) for the case
where W = 6, the block correlation model with a fixed ,u2
approaches the exact model as L increases. However, further
increasing L beyond certain thresholds results in a smaller
SER that appears to deviate from the exact model. As L
increases, the SER decreases continuously without converging
to a finite lower bound, which contradicts the intuition that
spatial gain within a limited length is inherently constrained.
A similar trend is observed when p? is calculated using (46),
but in this case, the SER does not continue to decrease as
L — oo. Furthermore, it is evident that as L increases,
the proposed choice of p? brings the results closer to the
exact correlation case generated by Clarke’s model. These
findings indicate the validity of the proposed method for
selecting 2. Moreover, the exact correlation model exhibits
faster coverage with increasing L, while the block-correlation

models demonstrate relatively slower coverage, which may
result in decreased accuracy for a small number of ports.
Nevertheless, these models can still be utilized to understand
the performance bounds of the FAS. Additionally, Monte-
Carlo results for non-coherent and coherent detection schemes
are provided for W = 4. As anticipated, the coherent scheme
outperforms the non-coherent case by leveraging additional
information for symbol detection.

In Fig. 4, the SER performance of the proposed LoRa-
FAS is evaluated under different SNRs. First, the analytical
results for both non-coherent and coherent schemes closely
match the Monte-Carlo simulations in most cases. However,
the accuracy of the analytical results decreases for relatively
small values of W and in the high SNR region. The former
is due to the decreased fitting performance of the block-
correlation model, as discussed in Fig. 3, while the latter arises
from approximations made during the derivation of the closed-
form expressions. Second, we compare the conventional LoRa
system with a single fixed antenna and the proposed LoRa-
FAS. The results demonstrate that even a small FAS length,
such as W = 1, can yield significant performance improve-
ments. This is because the correlation detector accumulates the
diversity gain of the LoRa symbol at each sample point. Note
that the number of sample points M is typically large, making
this gain quite substantial. Third, comparing the non-coherent
and coherent schemes at the same W (e.g., W = 4) and target
SER (e.g., SER= 10~%) in Fig. 4(a) and Fig. 4(b), it can be
observed that the performance gap between two schemes is
limited to approximately 1 dB. However, in Fig. 4(c), when
the pilot occupies half a symbol duration, the advantage of the
coherent scheme becomes more apparent. The reasons have
been explained in Section II-C. Therefore, when the channel
coherence time is large, we can distribute the pilots over more
symbols to achieve better SER performance. In this case,
the non-coherent and coherent schemes can be considered
interchangeable. However, when the channel coherence time
is short, we suggest using the coherent scheme to reduce the
channel estimation time for each port.

In Fig. 5, the SER performance of the proposed LoRa-FAS
is evaluated under varying pilot sequence overheads within
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Fig. 4. The SER for the proposed LoRa-FAS versus different SNR. (a) Non-coherent detection scheme, with SF = 8, L = 50, W = {1,2,4} and
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Fig. 5. The SER for the proposed LoRa-FAS versus different SNR pilot occupy occupation. (a) Non-coherent detection scheme, with I' = —10 dB, SF' = 8,

L =50 and W = {1,2,4}. (b) Coherent detection scheme, with I' = —10
SER under different proportion of pilot overhead from O to 1, we neglect the
of 1 —D.

dB, SF =8, L =50 and W = {1,2,4}. In (a) and (b), to investigate the
relationship between P, M, U and D in (13) and directly set different value

TABLE I
THE SER FOR THE PROPOSED LORA-FAS VERSUS DIFFERENT LENGTH OF PILOT SEQUENCE VIA MONTE-CARLO SIMULATIONS

Schemes LoRa-FAS (Non-coherent) LoRa-FAS (Coherent) LoRa (Non-coherent) LoRa (Coherent)

CSI Perfect Least squares Perfect Least squares / Perfect Least squares
P =25 6.6 x 10~ 2.7x 1073 3.1x 102 2.0 x 1073 7.6 x 102 1.0 x 10~ 1
P =27 1.0 x 10=3 2.5 x 10~3 4.6 x 102 1.6 x 10—3 8.9 x 1072 8.6 x 10~ 2 9.8 x 10~ 2
P=28 3.0x 1073 4.6 x 1073 1.2 x 1073 2.3 x 1073 1.1x 1071 1.2 x 1071

The parameters are set as I' =

a LoRa symbol. Based on the simulation results, several
observations can be made. First, as the pilot overhead 1 — D
increases, the average SER for non-coherent and coherent
detection schemes degrades. This degradation is attributed to
the fact that pilot sequences do not carry data information,
thus reducing the number of samples available for symbol
detection. Second, although determining the optimal pilot
length remains challenging, the benefits of embedding pilots
within the symbol are evident. For example, four symbols are
required to observe one port when 1 — D = 0.25 and P = M
within the data I;OYUOH D Recall that the throughout is defined
as R = ng( . Then the conventional continuous
pilot 1nsert10n reduces the effective throughput to 3R due to
the pilot overhead. In contrast, the embedded pllot scheme
preserves the full throughput R since P; is typically small.

—6 dB, SF =8, L =50, W = 1. Setting U = 4, therefore P = {26, 27,28} corresponds to 1 — D = {1—16, %, %}

Additionally, as W increases, the SER decreases; however,
this reduction gradually diminishes as the pilot symbol ratio
increases. In Fig. 5(a), when the pilot occupies half of the
symbol duration, the performance of non-coherent detection
degrades to that of conventional LoRa, and varying W no
longer yields significant gains. Under the same pilot occupancy
condition in Fig. 5(b), coherent detection still maintains a no-
table performance gain, and the SER can be further improved
by increasing W. As discussed in Section II-C, this is because
the coherent scheme exhibits greater robustness against the
leakage interference.

Table II evaluates the SER performance for different pilot
sequence lengths, which affect channel estimation accuracy
and pilot overhead simultaneously. The objective is to exam-
ine the existence of a trade-off between these two factors.
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From the numerical results, several key observations can be
drawn. First, for all cases employing least squares channel
estimation, a pilot length of P = 27 yields the lowest SER,
indicating the presence of a trade-off. Specifically, longer pilot
sequences improve CSI accuracy for both FAS port selection
and LoRa coherent detection, but they also increase pilot
overhead, which may result in a higher SER. Second, given
that the SF for both data and pilot symbols is generally
greater than or equal to 7, the results show that the SER
for P = 8 exceeds that of P = 7. In this regime, the
enhanced channel estimation accuracy cannot compensate for
the negative impact of increased pilot overhead. Therefore,
we recommend minimal pilot sequence length when the total
observation time across all ports remains within the channel
coherence time. Third, although practical LoRa systems must
balance pilot overhead and channel coherence time constraints,
the proposed LoRa-FAS scheme remains highly competitive
due to its substantial performance gain and the convenience
of preserving the existing LoRa PHY frame structure.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we propose a LoRa-FAS system motivated
by the capability of FAS to provide additional spatial gains
without the complexity of integrating MIMO. Approximate
closed-form expressions for the CDF and PDF of the Rx-
SISO-FAS channel are derived in a tractable form. Further-
more, closed-form approximations of the SER for the proposed
LoRa-FAS under both coherent and non-coherent detection
schemes are obtained. Numerical results demonstrate that
LoRa-FAS significantly outperforms the conventional LoRa
system, even when the size of the fluid antenna is relatively
small. Additionally, we investigate the impact of embedded
pilot symbol overhead and placement on SER performance.
We recommend employing coherent detection for scenarios
with relatively short channel coherence time, which requires
a larger proportion of embedded pilot symbols. In contrast,
spreading the pilot sequence over more symbols is advisable
for a longer channel coherence time. Moreover, coherent
LoRa-FAS requires accurate CSI, whereas the non-coherent
scheme can operate similarly to conventional LoRa systems
without CSI. Then any improvements in channel estimation
accuracy can further enhance the performance of the LoRa-
FAS system. Finally, since the analytical results are derived
under the assumption of perfect CSI, further investigation into
the effects of channel estimation errors and advanced channel
estimation algorithms is essential for practical implementation
and warrants future work.

APPENDIX A
SELECTION OF p2
As discussed in Section II, the exact correlation matrix 3 €
REL*L is derived using Clarke’s model, where the correlation
factor between the ¢-th and j-th ports is modeled as

(X);,; ~ sinc <W> .

L-1
Let {pi}£, and {py}£ | denote eigenvalues of ¥ and the
largest B of them, respectively. Both of them are arranged in

(40)

descending order. B represent the number of eigenvalues that
exceed a given threshold py,. Then 3 can be approximated by
fitting these eigenvalues, resulting in a structure of [42]

S = Blkdiag [A1, Ay, --- ,Ap] e REXE (41)

where

Ay, = Toeplitz [1, p?, -+, °] € RFv*Fe, (42)

Similarly, let the eigenvalues of 3 be {a}E,, with a one-
to-one correspondence to p ), Where b = {1,2,---, B},
Iy ={1,2,---,Lp}. {ﬁ(be)}lLbb:l are eigenvalues of a single
block Ay, which can be expressed as

(Ly — D p®+1, I, =1,
) = 43
Pt {1—;& Iy =2.3,... L. (“43)
The aim of [33, Algorithm I] is to obtain the results of
& 2
argmin Y ||pp = .yl » (44)

Ly, La,...sLp y

This approximation disregards the influence of smaller eigen-
values, which might become significant when L is large.
Specifically, let {p}_, correspond to {p 1)}t ,, others p;
for I # {1,---B} and p,,) for I, # 1 can be arranged
randomly. Then the squared error of eigenvalues of ¥ and b
can be expressed as

L oy B Ly } 5
e=Y lo=nly = lewi) = hwin s
=1 b=1l,=1
B Ly,
(a) N 2
~ [oeb,1) = Ao |
b:zllFQ ' v (45)
B Ly
CSTS oy - =)
b=11,=2

< (L-B) (1—p?)? @L(1—u2)2.
where (a) is obtained by neglecting the fitting error of the
largest B eigenvalues. (b) is based on (43), and (¢) is attributed
to the fact that most of the smaller eigenvalues are close to 0.
(d) is due to the fact that 3 is dominate by a small number of
large eigenvalues, i.e., L > B [42]. Furthermore, (45) implies
that, for a fixed value of i2, the squared error increases as
the number of ports increases. Moreover, this error does not
possess an upper bound.

We suggest that, before utilizing [42, Algorithm I], a
dynamic and judicious selection of ;% should be performed.
Specifically, our objective is to determine p? by

B Ly

p? = afgﬁninz > llown = 0= w13

H b=1l,=2

- A P(b,ly)
= RO

B
(D) D1 PULY)
- B L )
> b=t Zzbb=1 P(i,b)

(46)
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where (e) is obtained by using the first-order optimality condi-

B L 2
(Zb:l Zlbb:Q Hp(bylb) -\t~ ,u2) Hz) =
0. Besides, (f) is due to the characteristics of X, where
L= 21L=1 pL= Zszl Zi”zl P(b,1,)- The final result of (46)
is the proportion of the eigenvalues greater than pgy,. To avoid
iterations, we choose the threshold as pg = 1.

tion and solving d,,»

APPENDDE B
CDF OF |hy|

Our proof starts from (7). let z, = , /x%l + yf ,» then we

have z;, ~ Ra (‘[> Given zp, |hy, lb|‘z is a Rician distributed
oty ~ i3/, /2

L
that < |hp g, | " are mutually independent. Therefore, the
bllzy =1 y p

random variable, i.e., ) Note

conditional CDF of |iLb||Zb = [nax \hb,lbh% can be expressed
Ly

as Fip, , |(r]20) = I Fin,,,|(r|2). Based on the law of total
lp=1

probability, the CDF of || is given by
Fing )= [ it (120) (o)
0o L, 2
= / (1 — Q1 (azyp, br)) 2zpe” "o dzy,
0

90(26)=92(91(26))=(g1(2)) "b

(47)

where a =

ff‘:z and b =
go(zp) approaches to a Heaviside step function due to the
sigmoid behavior of the Marcum Q-function. Then we will
demonstrate the existence of an inflection point in go(z5) and
select it as the step point.

Here, we first investigate the convexity of this term. Apply-
ing the chain rule for derivatives of composite functions, the
second derivative of gg(z,) can be represented as

b)

#. For large Ly, the term

e

2
X <(Lb -1) (59612%)) +91(zb)62§2(5b)> . (48)

When az, > br, based on the convexity propertles of
Marcum Q-function in [53, (17)], it follows that 8917(2”’) >0
for az, > br. Moreover, since Q1(az,br) € [0, 1), we have
gi(z) =1 — Ql(azb,br) > 0. Then the second derivative
of go(zp) satisfies i ?0(’“) > 0, which implies that go(z) is
convex for az, > br. K

When az;, < br, we directly select the point at z;, = 0. Using
the partial differentials of Marcum Q-function [53, (13)], we
have

8917(%) = —a’z, (Qz(azy, br) — Q1 (azy, br))
azb
2
3917(225) = —a? (Q2(azy, br) — Q1(az, br)) — a*z}
02f

X (Qs(azp, br) — 2Qa(azp, br) + Q1 (azy, br)).
49)

13
Substitute them into (48) and let z, = 0, we have
6290 (0) 2 L
= a’Ly(1 — Q1(0,br))f+—1
5 = L= Qo) 50

x (Q1(0,br) — Q2(0,0r)).
Note that @, (a, b) is monotonically increasing at v for a > 0

and b > 0. Therefore, we have 82‘?07(22”) < 0at z; =0 and

0z}
go(zp) is concave at this point. Since 6?’7(;”)

the inflection point is exist. Then the inflection point is selected
as the step point where the second derivative of go(z;) equals
zero, which can be expressed as

9% (1 — Q1 (azy, br))™
0z}
It should be noted that an exact closed-form expression for
this point is intractable. Hence, we propose a closed-form
approximation to facilitate analysis. Using another partial
differential of Marcum @Q-function in [54, (5)], (51) can be
reformulated as

is continuous,

= 0. ShH

(azp)?+(br)?
2

(1= Ly)be~ [Io (azpbr) | . [1— Q1 (azp, br)]

X {atIl (abzp) + g (1o (azpbr) + I (azbbr)]} =0. (52)

Denoting the solution to (52) as 2, for large L, the term
1 — Q1 (%,0br) € (0,1) can be approximated as

1 — Q1 (azy, br) = [ go(2)] a1,

Using the above approximation and I, (z) ~ \/% for large
x, (52) can be equivalently written as

azy—br)?
) (1 _ @) V2razbr = 0.  (54)

br
To address the transcendental equation, a first-order expansion
b is applied on the second term of (54), which

around 2, = -
yields
V2T
2 — Ly

The transition from (54) to (55) can be explained as follows.
The solution to (54) with respect to z; can be viewed as the

2
intersection of the functions gs(zp) = (L 72)67% and
ga(z) = (1— %) \/2mazybr, denoted as % € (0,%). As
Ly increases, the maximum value of gs(zp) rises, enhancing
its slope substantially. In this case, the value of g4(zp) for
zy € (0,2,) becomes insignificant, thus requiring only an
approximation of g4(zp) near the center of gs(z;), which is
obtained by a first-order expansion around %’

Note that (55) can be effectively solved using the Lambert
W -function, with the resulting expression provided by

(Ly —2)°
br— | W (l’%)

1 1— p2 Ly —2)?
uW<(b )

(53)

(2 — Lb) e

(az—br)?
ez —tr)”

e (azp —br) =0. (55)

==
a

(56)

w2 2 27

o
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Then replacing (1 — Q1 (azy, br))™ in (47) with the Heavi-
side step function shifted at Z; in (56) results in

F‘]:Lb| (r) :/ QZbe_zgde.

Zp

(57)

Solving (57) gives (21). Recall that z, = x3, + yalo > 0.
Therefore, a Heaviside step function [ (r — 6b) is applied to
the lower bound of the integral, and the proof is complete.

APPENDIX C
PROOF OF PROPOSITION 1

Based on (21), the CDF of |k is given by

2 — L (r—&)*
Fyy(r) = [1 o } H(r—8&),  (58)
b=1
— L (r—5)? B
~ [1 e ] H(r —3), (58b)
where the approximation has assumed §; = -+ = §, =

- = dp. Note that the upper and lower bounds of (58a)
can be obtained by selecting &, = Il?aé{ 0p and 6, = Iglig Op,
€ €
respectively. For fairness, the arithmetic mean of (58b) is
calculated over all §,, b € B, given by (23).

APPENDIX D
PROOF OF LEMMA 3

Our proof starts from (19). Given |h| = 7, X;TC‘(:‘) It
a Rician distributed random variable following X IETT;:) L~
RI(M, NN ) Then the CDF of X" is given by

i [l
m—k
FX(ncoh)( ) = H 1- Ql (59)

hl=r palie) \/JTO \F
k#m
Note that (59) is the product of M terms of special functions,
which makes further analysis challenging. Our objective is to
derive a more tractable approximation for this expression.
We begin by analyzing the properties of the value ‘fm,k‘
in (14). An approximation is then presented in a more under-
standable form as

(71'(m—k')P)

1 sin MU

M o (wm—k)
S11 (T)

|£m k‘

W(WAZ—'ZJ;)P)

~ qp o piinc (

(60)
According to the characteristics of sinc(z), [£m—(my1)] =
|€-1] and [§,—(m—1)| = [&1] are the two equal maximum
values for a given m. When MLiU increases, the difference
between |£,,, (m+1)| and |, x|, where k € K and k # m#1,
becomes more significant. Note that M is typically large in
LoRa systems. Based on this, we can separate X IETIC;:I}QT into
two parts as

X(ncoh) — max max X(ncoh) max (an)h)
[ Ih|=r kEK, kl|h|=r’ g=m+1" kl|h|=r
kstm,m+1 61)

X(ncoh,N) > (ncoh,I)}

£ maX{
[hl=r | lhl=r

X (nCOh N denotes that the value of these bins are

| 1h|=
dominated by the noise term, while X I(\HCIOh D

by both two largest leakage interference and noise. Note that

Fgneon) (2) = Fg(nconn) (2) Figmeonn (2), and we have

where

are dominated

| 1h|=r | |h]=r b=
M g |T
Fyncony (2) = 1—Q | b=t
X| |h|=r k:]:_l;[¢m \/Nio \/Nio
k#m=+t1

gm k‘ T

< II [t-o (62)
k=m=%1 \/N>0 \/>

‘(lnco_h N)Note that the leakage inter-

ference is relatively small at these points, and we can directly

Here, we first consider X

neglect them. Therefore, setting |¢,,—| = 0 for X IE’T';O‘};T),
ke K, k# {m,m =1} and utilizing Q1(0,z) = e‘é, we

have

M-3
FX(ncoh N (2) & (1 —e No) = I % (neon,N) (2). (63)

| 1h]="

Similar to Appendix B, for large M, F g meon ) (z) also can be
I 1hl=r
approximate as a Heaviside step function. Here, we proposed

another approach to calculate the step point Z. Specifically,
the step point can be obtained by calculating the area of
the geometric shape enclosed by the complementary CDF of

F¢meonx)(2) and the coordinate axes. This is because for

2z < 2, 1 = Fymenn(2) = 1 is the height of the area and
h|=r
the area can be e]auated to the length of the shape. Then we

have
= / |:1 - FX(nf‘,oh) (Z):| dZ
0 [ Ih|=

L[

©

(64)

TROTE)

where (a) is given by [55, (15) & (22)]. v = 0.5772 is the
Euler-Mascheroni constant. Then we can rewrite (63) as

N,
%) = Ftueonm (2),

NoIn(M —3) (1 +

Exo ()~ 8 (= -

(65)

Now we consider the term X I(‘nhc‘o hD)

mation of (1 — Qn/(- NN ~1— NQ(), we have the approx-
imated CDF of X ™D 4

. Utilizing the approxi-

[|h|=r
el = |
§+1 2
F (ncoh, ) (2) = —
XHML-I( ) / N 0 /NO
(66)
~1-20 Kil|r, -
No No
2 2

According to (62), (63) and (66), (27b) is obtained.
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15
0o (ncoh) D
— (neol Y _ Dr
A(nco 1) _ (T o 5b) e Mz( b) erfe M-3 dr (70)
1
5 No
_ 5 ( _(ncoh) Dé) , o
5 (56, B el G Rl D?§ _ D ncob) b (5
e F( 0y U%?IC:)?))—D(S D b2+ Ny No NoOM—3 Tz o — 0y
= = erfc + — = e erfc =
2-5 VNo 9b /D24 LN b o D2
7 w2 u? 0 w2 No
2
_ © 3 leg1124D2 5 2000 (leg11+0)  2(o3o0)
AénCOh) %/ e_ﬂ%(T_(sb)ze_ ilNO 7_2+ o _ ( J&?\]OS ) dr
5
nco. 2
, BsbJr"gV[ 2)(D+\€i1\)
20 e\ o béb o5 (D+|€x1) 5 D24l ¢
? o be b, Dftle1? L e—— u? =~ 0
= - n? No erfc| — = , (71)
L—F D24 64412 L—F D24|644]2
u? Ny u? No
APPENDIX E APPENDIX G

PROOF OF LEMMA 4

According to [56], the first term asymptotic approximation
of the Marcum Q-function Q,,(x,y) for y > x is given by

) Q-

To avoid including non-integer power, the arithmetic mean
of the bounds of generalized Marcum @Q-function is used
before (67), given by [57]

Qn(z,y) =~ ! (Qn—0.5($, Y) + Qnyos(z,y)) .

Based on (67), (68) and the 1mproved Chernoff bound for
Gaussian Q-function, Q(x) =~ , (29) is obtained.

_1
n—s3

Qu(a.y) ~ (£

X

(67)

(68)

APPENDIX F
PROOF OF LEMMA 5

Before the proof, we introduce the following integral.

o0 2
Ji / xe~ (077 +c) gy
a

=57 00(217:1: + C)e_(b£2+cw)dx - /00 e~ (b +ea) gy
2b J, 20 J,
- h etdt — < /oo e~ (b o) gy
2b a?b+ac b a
| —
Jo
_ 2% —etabte) _ © ff” Tt
C2
_ — _—a(abtc) _ £ me b <2ab + C)
= —e¢ erfc ,
2b 2b 2v/b 2v/b

Jo
(69)

where J; is obtained by using the definition of erfc(-). Note
that (30) has the same structure as Jy and .J;, which includes
a power term, an exponential term and a lower limit on the
integral. Then (31) can be derived directly through variable
substitution.

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 3

To obtain the average SER, we integral the conditional
SER (31) on the PDF of Rx-SISO-FAS cjlannel 524). Af-
ter simplification, we obtain (32), where A}°h, Ancoh and

flgCOh are three integral give as (70), (71) and (72), re-
spectively. Moreover, =, =2 and Z3 in A““’h are defined
7 2
as = = & + (D*2|]5vicr)1|) + @1(D2+]\|[§i1\) , By = _2% _
(ucoh) )
o ©®5(D —_ bd
201750 )<D+\§ﬂ|> - T and B o= G+
ncoh
2@1M + 1/ 20204y + O3, where ©1 = 0.7640,
Oy = 0.7640v/2 3 and ©3 = 0.6964. Note that A" is
obtained using integral by part. The approximation in A(anh)
is due to =% =~ 1 as the value of &, is small. Then
(ncoh)

integral of /_1 is derived using Jy in (69). Finally, the
approximation in A(HCOh) is based on substituting the erfc(-)
by erfe(x) ~ 2e~ 0122 0,10, [58, (8) & Table I], and the
integral of A(nCOh is derived using .Jy and J; in (69).
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