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Abstract : From a global perspective, two alternatives to archaeology exist, historically oriented or anthropologically ori-
ented. What kind of relationship archaeology should have with history and anthropology, has been debated for long.
Instead of the strong historiographical tradition in Mainland China, archaeology in Taiwan shares a closer bond with
anthropology under various waves of theoretical impacts, partly because of complex historical factors and partly decided
by the characteristics of local archaeological data. Based on the academic history and personal field observation, this
article discusses how academic paradigms and social backgrounds affect the education of archaeology, and how educa-
tion constructs the knowledge system in return. Taiwan is introduced as a case of anthropological archaeology, where
archaeology has remained as a subfield of anthropology until today. Multiple anthropological concerns, such as theoret-
ical and scientific interests, comparative perspectives, and ethical awareness are emphasized in educational practices,
leading to its unique training framework, lecture styles, and public outreaches. However, some structural defects and
practical problems also exist. Further dialogues between the two archaeological alternatives are encouraged for better
research and education. Collaborative works of scholars across the Straits are required as well to tackle challenges hand
in hand. ©
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