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Abstract—In this paper, we propose a fluid antenna (FA)
enabled joint transmit and receive index modulation (FA-JTR-
IM) transmission mechanism for reconfigurable intelligent sur-
face (RIS)-assisted millimeter-wave (mmWave) communication
systems. By integrating the methodologies of FA and IM, the
proposed scheme achieves enhanced spectral efficiency (SE) while
requiring only a single radio frequency (RF) chain at both the
transmitter and receiver. The proposed scheme offers a low hard-
ware cost and power consumption transmission mechanism for
the RIS-aided mmWave communication systems. Specifically, the
encoding of information bits encompasses not only the modulated
symbol but also the indices of transmit FA positions and receive
antennas. To achieve a reliability-complexity trade-off, two types
of detectors are introduced for the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme,
including the optimal maximum likelihood (ML) detector and
two-step sequential (TSS) detector. Based on the ML detector,
we derive the expression for the conditional pair-wise error
probability of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme. Additionally,
we provide the closed-form expressions for the unconditional
PEP under the finite-path and infinite-path channel conditions,
respectively. Simulation results demonstrate the superiority of
the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme in terms of error performance
over its conventional benchmark schemes under the same SE
condition.

Index Terms—Reconfigurable intelligent surface, fluid an-
tennas, index modulation, millimeter-wave, average bit error
probability.

I. INTRODUCTION

HE explosive growth in wireless communication de-
mands has propelled the exploration of innovative solu-
tions capable of meeting the stringent requirements of future
networks. Among these, millimeter-wave (mmWave) commu-
nications have emerged as a promising candidate, owing to
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their vast available bandwidths and potential for high data
rates [1], [2]. One of the notable limitation encountered in
mmWave communication systems is the higher hardware cost
and increased power consumption compared to conventional
sub-6GHz systems [3]]. This arises from the fact that mmWave
systems often require massive multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) with a high number of expensive radio frequency
(RF) chains to enable beamforming, spatial multiplexing and
diversity. Fluid antenna (FA) technique is considered as a
promising solution to achieve enhanced spatial diversity with
a lower hardware cost [4]-[6]]. FA, also known as movable
antenna (MA), has garnered significant interest in wireless
communications due to its ability to dynamically adjust its
position, shape, size, or radiation properties [4]. Compared
to the conventional fixed position antenna (FPA) system, FA
system has the capacity to fully leverage spatial diversity
by dynamically adjusting the FA position within a defined
finite region at the transceiver [S]-[7]]. Existing research on
FA system predominantly encompasses channel modeling,
channel estimation, performance analysis and optimization.
In detail, Wang et al. proposed the spatial correlation based
channel model for the FA systems in [5[], [6]]. Subsequently,
the field-response based channel model was proposed in [7],
[8]. Then, channel estimation algorithms were explored for the
spatial correlation channel model [9] and the field-response
channel model [10]. Based on the aforementioned channel
models, the methodology for antenna positioning design can
be categorized into discrete port selection [11]] and continuous
position optimization [|12]], respectively. Moreover, the outage
probability and diversity performance of the FA systems were
derived in [13]-[15]. FA array enhanced beamforming has
been investigated in [[16]—-[18]]. The authors of [19] focused
on optimizing beam coverage in FA arrays to enhance com-
munication performance by dynamically adjusting weights
and positions to suit varying conditions. More recently, the
FA aided system was extended in wideband communication
systems in [20].

On the other hand, index modulation (IM)-aided systems of-
fer unique advantages, including high energy efficiency (EE),
reduced hardware cost, and adaptable system architectures,
which are achieved by introducing additional dimensions to
convey information compared to conventional systems [21]-
[23[]. The incorporation of IM into traditional FPA frameworks
exemplifies this paradigm shift. The concept of spatial mod-
ulation (SM) was explored in [24], wherein the utilization
of the active antenna index introduces an extra dimension
for transmitting information. In pursuit of enhanced spectral
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efficiency (SE) and reliability, a range of SM variants have
been explored. These include generalized SM (GSM) [25]],
quadrature SM (QSM) [26]], enhanced SM (ESM) [27], and
receive SM (RSM) [28]. In [29], generalized beamspace
modulation (GBM) was proposed for massive MIMO systems
operating in mmWave spectrum, capitalizing on the unique
attributes of mmWave massive MIMO technology.

Another limitation in mmWave communications is the sus-
ceptibility of mmWave signals to severe propagation losses
and blockage, leading to unreliable connections and limited
coverage areas [30]. To mitigate these challenges, researchers
have turned their attention to novel technologies such as recon-
figurable intelligent surfaces (RIS), which have demonstrated
remarkable capabilities in enhancing signal propagation and
coverage in mmWave environments [31]-[33]. RIS, composed
of passive reflecting elements, can adaptively manipulate the
electromagnetic waves incident upon them by controlling the
phase shift of the reflected signals [34]]. Through intelligent
phase adjustment, RIS can effectively mitigate signal atten-
vation, exploit multi-path propagation, and enhance signal
coverage, thus revolutionizing the design of mmWave com-
munication systems. Recent research has focused on various
aspects of RIS-aided mmWave communications, including
channel modeling, channel estimation, beamforming design,
and system optimization. In particular, the authors of [32]
presented a novel model for outdoor-to-indoor communication
empowered by RIS in mmWave networks. [33] proposed a
channel estimation method based on atomic norm minimiza-
tion for RIS-aided mmWave systems, facilitating accurate
channel state information (CSI) acquisition. The integrated
optimization of hybrid beamforming and reflection coefficients
in RIS-aided mmWave systems were investigated in [35] and
[36], aiming to maximize system performance. Additionally,
the authors of [37]] conducted ergodic achievable rate analysis
and optimization for RIS-assisted mmWave communication
systems, providing valuable guidelines for system design and
resource allocation.

To address the challenges posed by mmWave communica-
tions, the integration of RIS with IM, RIS with FA as well as
FA with IM has been explored in [38]-[43]. Specifically, the
combination of RIS and IM has been investigated in [38]-
[40]. The authors of [38] proposed a RIS-assisted spatial
scattering modulation (SSM) scheme for mmWave communi-
cations, where a set of orthogonal paths are indexed to convey
extra information bits. In [39], a novel cluster IM (CIM)
transmission scheme was proposed for RIS-aided mmWave
massive MIMO communications, offering enhanced system
performance. Then, the authors of [40] investigated the RIS-
enhanced mmWave communications with SM, where joint
reflecting coefficients and hybrid beamforming optimization
was conducted to further improve the error performance.
Nonetheless, there is a paucity of research in the literature
focusing on the integration of RIS-FA or FA-IM. Specifically,
the authors of [41] proposed an RIS-assisted FA system, where
the outage probability and delay outage rate performance
were derived. A low-complexity beamforming design for RIS-
assisted FA systems was proposed in [42]. The authors of
[43] incorporated IM with FA-assisted MIMO systems to

enhance the SE without additional hardware cost, where extra
information bits are conveyed by indexing the FA positions.
It is important to note that these works generally address
individual issues in mmWave communications (i.e., using RIS
to mitigate blockages, IM to improve spectral efficiency, or
FA to achieve enhanced spatial diversity), rather than tackling
multiple challenges simultaneously.

To the best of our knowledge, there is a lack of research
focusing on the FA enabled IM for the RIS-assisted mmWave
communications. The integration of FA, IM and RIS tech-
nologies is essential for reducing hardware costs, improv-
ing signal reliability in challenging mmWave environments,
and enhancing SE through increased spatial diversity. This
combination uniquely addresses the limitations of mmWave
systems while maximizing performance without the need for
additional complex hardware. In light of this gap, the primary
contributions of this paper can be outlined as illustrated below.

e« We devise a novel FA empowered joint transmit and
receive index modulation (FA-JTR-IM) transmission
scheme for RIS-aided mmWave single-input multiput-
output (SIMO) communication systems, where both the
transmit FA positions and the receive antennas are in-
dexed to convey additional information bits. Hence, the
proposed scheme yields elevated SE, while preserving
the distinctive single-RF transceiver structure. Moreover,
with the assistance of the RIS, the beamforming pro-
cedure in conventional JTR-IM can be substituted by
adjusting the reflecting coefficients of the RIS elements.

o We propose a low-complexity detector, namely two-step
sequential (TSS) detector, tailored to mitigate the com-
putational complexity. Compared to the maximum like-
lihood (ML) detector, it strikes a good balance between
complexity and detection accuracy. This proposed TSS
detector commences with the estimation of the receive
antenna index, followed by the employment of an optimal
search algorithm to jointly identify the location index of
the transmit FA and the modulated symbol.

e We analyze the error performance of the proposed
scheme. To be specific, a detailed derivation of the
conditional pair-wise error probability (CPEP) for the
proposed scheme is performed based on the ML detection
algorithm. Then, the closed-form expressions of uncondi-
tional PEP (UPEP) are obtained under the conditions of
finite-path and infinite-path channels via the probability
density function (PDF) method.

e We conduct Monte Carlo simulations to confirm the
benefits of the proposed approach. The key findings are
summarized as follows: 1) the accuracy of the theoretical
analysis for average bit error probability (ABEP) is
rigorously verified; 2) the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme
is superior to its relevant benchmark schemes; 3) the
ML detector provides the best error performance, but the
proposed TSS detector strikes a balance between error
performance and computational complexity.

The following sections of this paper are organized as
follows. Section II presents the channel model as well as the
transceiver model of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme. Section
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IIT provides the derivation for the ABEP performance is out-
lined. Section IV offers the simulation results to substantiate
the effectiveness of the proposed system. Finally, Section V
provides the concluding remarks of this paper.

Notations: |-| and ||A|| refer to the absolute value and the
Frobenius norm, respectively. (-)* and (-)” are the Hermitian
transpose and transpose, respectively. diag (-) and E(-) are
the diagonal and expectation operation, respectively. R {-}
represents the real part of a complex variable. CM >~ denotes
the space of M x N complex matrices. j refers to the imaginary
unit, ie., > = —1. Q(z) = = [~ exp(—u?/2)du is the
Gaussian Q-function. Z(x) represents the angle response of
x. Iy refers to an N-dimensional identity matrix.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

In Fig. [l we consider an RIS-assisted mmWave SIMO
communication system, where the transmitter (Tx) is equipped
with a single FA (i.e., N, = 1) and the receiver (Rx) has
N, fixed position antennaﬂ In the mmWave band, high
penetration loss frequently causes blockages and outages [44]].
Therefore, we assume that there is no direct link between
the Tx to the R The deployment of RIS is designed to
mitigate these challenges by improving the communication
environment. As shown in Fig.[I] the transmit FA is connected
to a single RF chain through flexible connectors such as
coaxial cables. The entire FA transmission region is partitioned
into T' = Ty x T» grids, where 77 and 75 are the number
of grids along horizontal and vertical directions, respectively.
In this study, it is assumed that the transmit FA possesses
the capability to move freely within these 7' grids. The RIS
is composed of a fixed uniform planar array (UPA) of size
N = N; X Ny, where N; and N> are the number of UPA
elements along horizontal and vertical directions, respectively.
Similarly, the Rx is also composed of a fixed UPA of size
N, = Ry X Ry, where R; and R, are the number of UPA
elements along horizontal and vertical directions, respectively.

A. Channel Model

To begin with, we set up Cartesian coordinate sys-
tems to define the positions of the transmit FA, RIS as
well as receive UPAs. The set of coordinates represent-
ing all the possible positions of the transmit FA is de-
noted as 7 = [ti1,t12,..., tm n,..., 1y 1], Where t,,,, =
[Ttm,Yen)s m = 1,..,T1, n = 1,...,T5. The set of co-
ordinates representing the receive UPA is denoted as R =

[1'1’1,1'1727...71‘1,,,1,...,I’Rlsz] with Ipg = [xnp»ynq]» p =
1,..,R1, g = 1,..., Ry. The set of coordinates representing
the RIS is denoted as N = [n;1,112,.... 0y 4, ..., AN, N,

with n, , = [TRu, Y], u=1,..,Ni, v=1,..., No.
The RIS-assisted link can be represented as a combination
of three components: the Tx-RIS link, RIS phase-shift matrix

'Tt is worth mentioning that this work focuses on single-user scenarios to
simplify the analysis and clearly illustrate the key principles of the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme. However, the proposed transmission scheme can be
extended to multi-user scenarios, which will be explored in the future work.

2The introduction of a direct link would increase system complexity, as we
would need to dynamically manage both the direct link and the RIS-assisted
link. This will be part of our future work.

and RIS-Rx link. In this paper, we employ the widely rec-
ognized Saleh-Valenzuela (S-V) based field-response channel
model for mmWave communications. In addition, we assume
that the RIS is located close to the Tx to ensure a strong line-
of-sight (LoS) connection between the Tx and RIS. Moreover,
since the Rx is situated at a considerable distance from both the
Tx and RIS, it is evident that the non-LoS (NLoS) propagation
significantly influences the RIS-Rx link [2]].

1) Tx-RIS channel: The channel between the Tx and RIS
can be represented as

H = [h(t171), -~-7h(tm,n)a ---ah(tTl,Tz)] c (CNXT, (1)

where h(t,, ) = b pi(t,,,) € CV*1 is the channel vector
from the transmit FA situated at position t, , = [Zt,m, Yt,n]
to the RIS. Those terms are defined as

e b = [b(l’ll,l),...,b(nuw),...7b(1’1N17N2)] S ClXN is
the field-response vector (FRV) in the RIS region.
b(nu v) :pR(nu v) _ 6J2Tﬂ($R’“ cos OR sin pr+YR, v sinGR),

where g € [0, 27] and ¢r € [0, 27] are the elevation and
azimuth angles, respectively, and ) is the wavelength.

o pt(tm,n) _ 8j27"($t,m cos O sin g +yi,n Sith)’ 0, € [0’277]
and ¢ € [0,27] are the elevation and azimuth angles,
respectively.

2) RIS-Rx channel: According to [8], the channel between

the RIS and Rx can be expressed as

G = [g(rl,l)a sy g(rp,q)a ceey g(rRl,Rz)]T S CN’PXN? (2)

where g(r,,,) = FEk(r, ,) € CNV*! is the channel vector
between the RIS and receive UPA element located at position
Ipq = [Trps Ur.q]. Specifically, the terms are defined as follows
« F= [f(l’llﬁl), ...,f(nuyv), ...,f(an’Nz)] S (CLXN, where
L is the number of channel paths between the RIS and
Rx and f(n, ,) € CL*! denotes the FRV of the RIS.
. f(nu,v) = [pR,l(nu,u)v ooy pR,l(nu,v); sy pR,L(nu,v)]T7
where pg(1n,.,) = eI (TR, 008 Or 1 80 Gr,1+YR v SN OR1)
Ory € [0,27] and ¢r; € [0,27] are the elevation
and azimuth angles of the Ith path, respectively, for
l=1,..,L.
diag(ay, ..., aq,...,ar) € CE*L s the path-
response matrix (PRM) between the RIS and Rx, where
a; ~ CN(0,¢/L) with ¢ = cod~™ represents the
anticipated channel gain, cg denotes the unit distance path
loss, d signifies the distance from the RIS to the Rx, and
w refers to the path loss exponent.
o k(rpq) = [pr,l(rp,q)za ooy Pri(Tpsg)s oo P L (Tpg)]
where ppi(r,,) = I3 (@r,p €08 01y SI0 o 1+ g 510 Or 1)
6.y € [0,2n] and ¢,; € [0,2n] are the elevation
and azimuth angles of the /th path, respectively, for
l=1,.. L
3) Composite channel: The signal emitted from the Tx
traverses the Tx-RIS-Rx channel before reaching the Rx. In
essence, the RIS functions as a passive beamformer, reflecting
the signal over a specific transmit FA position to a specific
receive UPA element in the mmWave channel. Expressing
1, as the phase shift corresponding to the 7th passive RIS
element, the vector of RIS reflection coefficients is given by

W= [V, e eYY] e CVX 3)

=
[ J ] —
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Fig. 1. Block diagram of the proposed FA-JTR-PIM system for RIS-aided mmWave Communications.

B. Proposed FA-JTR-IM Transmission

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the principle of IM is applied con-
currently at the Tx and Rx ends, where the transmit FA region
grids and the fixed receive UPA elements are meticulously
indexed, respectively. In particular, only one of the 7' grids
is utilized by the transmit FA for signal transmission, and
one out of NN, receive UPA elements is selected to receive
signal. In the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme, the incoming bit
stream is divided into three parts: 1) the first log,(7") bits are
used to select the jth (j € {1,2,...,T'}) transmit FA position
index, which indicates that the position t,, ,, is occupied by the
single transmit FA. The relationship between the transmit FA
position index j and the position coordinate (m,n) mapping
process is given by j = (m — 1)Ts +n, m = 1,...,T7 and
n =1,...,T; 2) The next log, N, bits are used to determine
the receive UPA element index ¢ (¢ € {1,2,..., N,.}), where
i=(p—1)Ra+q,p=1,...,Ryand ¢ = 1, ..., Ry; and 3) The
remaining log, (M) bits are modulated to an M -quadrature
amplitude modulation (QAM) symbol s, k € {1,2,..., M }.

In this work, we normalize the power incident upon the RIS
to unity for ease of analysis [45]. It is important to note that
this normalization does not imply any change to the actual
transmit power constraints, which remain determined by the
transmitter or source in accordance with system design. Thus,
the signal received at the Rx is written as

y = \/ﬁGdiag( )8k + W, (@))

||H JIIQ
where y € CM*! is the received signal, P is the transmit
power, w € CN"*1 ~ CN(0, Noly,) is the additive white
Gaussian noise (AWGN) and e; is the jth column of identity
matrix Ir.

To obtain the maximum instantaneous signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) at the ith receive UPA element, the reflection coeffi-
cients should satisfy ¥, +9,;+¢;r = 0,7 =1,2,..., N, where
¥-; and ;. are the angle response of the Tx-RIS and RIS-Rx
links, ie., ¥,; € {Z(H )} and ¢, € {Z(G)}, respectively.
According to (T)), = ||h(t,, n)||§ = N. The received
signal can thus be further written as

P
y =1/ NGdiag(‘Ilij)HejSk + w. 5)

C. Signal Detection

At the receiver, it is assumed that perfect CSI is available,
while the impact of imperfect CSI will be addressed in Section
IV. To seek a reliability-complexity tradeoff, two types of
detectors are introduced in this subsection, which will be
detailed in the sequel.

1) Optimal ML detector: The optimal ML detector is em-
ployed to simutaneously identify the active position of transmit
FA, the receive UPA element, and the modulated symbol,
which is given by

2
(i,7,k) = arg n}:in y— ﬁGdiag(Tij)Hejsk . (6
2,7, 9

2) Low-complexity TSS detector: Given that the optimal ML
detector necessitates exploring all 2% possible combinations of
(4,4, k), it leads to high computational complexity, especially
when the transmission rate R is large. In response to this chal-
lenge, we introduce a low-complexity TSS detection algorithm
and the detailed procedure is given as follows.

Step 1: First, by exploiting the maximized energy in a
specific receive UPA element from the transmit FA with the
assistance of RIS, the estimated active receive UPA element
index % can be obtained as

i= argmax |y(i)|°. 7
1€{1,2,...,N}

Step 2: Assuming the receive UPA element index is detected
correctly, the transmit FA position index j as well as the
modulated symbol sj can be jointly detected by

[P . ..
}y— NGdlag(lPij)Hejsk

2
)
3) Complexity Analysis: The computational complexity is

delineated through real-valued flops, comprising both real-
valued multiplications and additions. For the given matrices
or vectors A € C™*" B € C"*P, a € C"*! and b € C"*1,
the corresponding computational complexity is given as

Cap =2mp(4n — 1)

Cap=4n—1 9

Cllag = 2n-

2

arg min
j€{17"aT}7k6{1)“~7M

Authorized licensed use limited to: University College London. Downloaded on January 03,2025 at 14:49:48 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.

© 2024 IEEE. Personal use is permitted, but republication/redistribution requires IEEE permission. See https://www.ieee.org/publications/rights/index.html for more information.



This article has been accepted for publication in IEEE Transactions on Wireless Communications. This is the author's version which has not been fully edited and
content may change prior to final publication. Citation information: DOI 10.1109/TWC.2024.3511579

TABLE 1
THE COMPUTATIONAL COMPLEXITY COMPARISON OF DIFFERENT
DETECTORS FOR THE FA-JTR-IM SCHEME

(N», N, T, M) Detectors Complexity reduction
Optimal ML | Proposed TSS compared to ML
(4,128,4,4) 3.4 x 107 8.6 x 106 75%
(16,16,16,4) 6.6 x 107 4.2 x 108 94%
(64,128,8,4) 1.8 x 1010 2.8 x 108 98%

The computational complexity of the optimal ML detector
can be calculated as

Omr = 282N (N + T)(4N — 1) + 6N,],  (10)

where 2% is the total search space of the proposed FA-JTR-IM
scheme, and 2N,.(N + T)(4N — 1) 4+ 6N, is the complexity
\/ & Gdiag(¥;;)He;s[|3 in (6).

For the proposed TSS detection algorithm, the total com-
plexity can be expressed as

of calculating ||y —

Crss = 2N, + 207108 N 9N (N 4 T)(AN — 1) + 6N,].

Stepl

Step2
Y
To illustrate the complexity comparison more intuitively,
we present the exact flops of these two kinds of detectors
under various parameter settings in Table I. Clearly, the
implementation of the TSS detector exhibits a notably reduced
computational complexity compared to the optimal ML detec-
tor. This reduction in complexity becomes more pronounced
as N, increases, benefiting from the reduced search space by
separating the receive antenna index firstly.

III. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS

A. ABER performance analysis

This subsection is dedicated to deriving a closed-form
expression for the upper bound on the ABEP to perform
theoretical analysis of the proposed scheme. By leveraging
the widely recognized union bound technique, the ABEP of
the proposed scheme is constrained by

ABEP<WZZZZZZd{ZJ, 0,7, k)}

x P{(i, 4, k) — (%JJC)},
(12)
where R is the transmission rate given in (29),
d{(i,j, k) — (z j,k)} is the Hamming distance and

P{(,5,k) = (i,7,k)} denotes the UPEP.

For the sake of brevity, we use P, and P, to denote CPEP
and UPEP in the following text, respectively. To obtain the
upper bound, we first derive the union upper bound of CPEP
expression based on ML detection. Then, the closed-form
expressions for the UPEP are obtained via PDF method.

e CPEP Analysis: The CPEP P, of the proposed FA-JTR-
IM system can be written as

P =P{(i,j,k) — (i,5,k) |[H,G}
\/7Gd1ag W, He]sk
(13)
2
P, .
> |y — \/;Gdlag(lll%j)Hejs,;
2

According to the correctly detected and erroneously detected
transmit FA position index and receive UPA element index, the
derivation process can be divided into two categories: (i,7) =
(1,7) and (i,7) # (2,7), which will be detailed as follows:
1) (i,7) = (1,): In this case, the detection of transmit FA
position index and receive UPA element index are both correct,
the error arises from the transmitted signal, i.e., s # s;. As

a result, the CPEP in (I3) can be further simplified as
P, =P {2%{ P/Nw (Gdiag(®,;)He; (s — s,;))}

2
+ H\/P/NGdiag(\Ilij)Hej(sk - s,;)H2 < 0} .

, (14)
Let ¢ 2R{\/P/NwHA} + H\/P/NAH for ease of

2
notation, where A = Gdiag(¥;;)He;(s} — s;,). Since the
elements of w/! has complex normal distribution with variance
Ny, its real part has norm distribution with variance ]\2’ ie.,

R{wH} ~ CA (0, 2oje
follows N (¢, 0¢), wherein pi¢c =

o =E (¢~ uc)’]

— 5 | (2 {VPwA})

). Therefore, the random variable (

VP/N A3 and

15)
P 2
—4/% [m{( Py e[R{1a13}]
= 2No\/ HAHQ
Subsequently, the CPEP can be calculated as
[ENE
P, =
@ 2N,
5 (16)
_ | Giag(W ;) He; 3]sk — s
2Ny
2) (i,j) # (i,7): This case means that the detection of

spatial symbol indices are wrong, which includes three cases

as (i =1,j # ), (i #4,j=j) and (i #i,j # j). Thus, the
CPEP is written as

P, =P ||lw| - HwH + \/fo

where Ay = Gdiag(¥;;)He;s, — Gdiag(¥;;)He;s;. To
simplify notation, we define two random variables x; and x»

2

>0,
2

a7
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as )
S
1= Tt (18)
and
v
X2 N0/2 ; (19)

which are central and non-central Chi-square random variables
with two degrees of freedom, respectively. The non-centrality
parameter of y2 is

2P || Axll;
= ———=. 20
NN, (20)
Accordingly, the CPEP in can be calculated as
Pe =P(x1 > x2)
2L

—Améj&ﬁﬂhﬁwmﬂm

where fy, (1) = Sexp(—%4) is the PDF of the
central Chi-square random variable x; and f,,(z2) =

oo (Hzy
5 exp (7#) > ( G ,)2) is the PDF of the non-central Chi-
i=0

square random variable 5.
Substituting the PDF of f,, (z1) and f,,(z2) into €I,

o0

1 II)
Pezz/ex ( (2 +

/exp( 1‘1) dzq p dxo

v 22
) /x exp(—xg)dzs (22)
0

where step (a) in (22) is obtained by using the integral that

fooo xt exp(—x)dz = i!, while step (b) is derived by utilizing
>ico % = exp(x). Thus, the CPEP can be recast as
P, =
2
_P HGdiag(\Ilij)Hejsk — Gdiag(¥;;)He: s, H2
g P 29NN,

(23)
e UPEP Analysis: We embark on the derivation of the UPEP
utilizing the PDF method.
1) (i,7) = (i,7): In this case, based on the CPEP derived
in @]) the UPEP P, can be calculated by

_ Zf(zucz (@)dzl,

(24)

where 21 = ||Gdiag(\1’ij)HEj||§‘3k - sklz and f (z1) is the
PDF of 2.
Lemma 1 In the case of (i,j) = (i,7), the analytical

expression of UPEP can be expressed as

_ 1 ( L )L—l
e — X
2L+1[(L — 1)!)* \ cE[B])
L1 k (25)
2k 1 —w?(a)
1-— _ .
o) ,; k ( 4 )
=0
where B = s, — s;|*||Gdiag(®;;)h(tmn)|3 G =
[g(rl 1) vg(rR17R2)]T§ and g(rth) = FHk(rpﬂI)‘ w(a) =
m with a = ‘Sk;;\fo”" , and
E[B] - Nl|sg — s|?E[|G|3], for L is finite

Nlsk — s;’R, for L — o0

with R is the spatial correlation matrix of G.
Proof: See Appendix A.
2) (i,4) # (2,7): In this case, the UPEP can be written as

i P
= 5 /f (2’2) exp <2]V]\/b22) dZQ,
0

2
where zo = HGdiag(‘I’ij)Hejsk — Gdiag(‘I’;;)Hejs]}H .
2

Lemma 2 In the case of (i,j)# (i,)), the analytical
expression of UPEP can be expressed as

5 _ 1 ( L )L‘l OLNN, + cPE[B]\
© 2Lti(L — 1)1]* \E[B] 2cE[B]N Ny ’
1)

Hé (diag(\Ilij)Hejsk — diag(¥;;)He; sk) H

(26)

where B =
and
g | 20V - RTVEIGH,
2(N —R{THR

for L is finite

for L — oo

with T = si,(s;,) " diag(® ;) (diag(P; ))HHej (He; A,

Proof: See Appendix B.

Remark I: We observe from (23) and (27) that the UPEP
P, is inversely proportional to E[B]. Therefore, increasing N
(which increases ]E[B}) will decrease P,. In other words, the
number of RIS elements IV directly impacts system perfor-
mance by increasing expected value E[B], thereby leading to
a decrease in the upper bound on ABEP.

B. Spectral efficiency analysis

This subsection analyzes the bits per channel use (bpcu)
throughput of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme, where the
FPA-assisted IM (FPA-IM) serves as its benchmark to demon-
strate the superiority of the proposed scheme.

The SE of the classic FPA-IM scheme is given by

Rppa—1m = logy(N,) + logy (M). (28)
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Fig. 2. Spectral efficiency comparisons between the proposed FA-JTR-IM
with the conventional FPA-IM schemes.

Based on the signal model described in Section II-B, the
SE of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme can be computed as

Rpa—yTrR-1M = logy(T') + logy (N;) +logy(M).  (29)

To illustrate the SE performance more intuitively, Fig. [2]
compares the SE between the proposed FA-JTR-IM and the
conventional FPA-IM scheme for various numbers of receive
antennas. The results show that the proposed scheme offers a
significant SE increase compared to the conventional FPA-IM
scheme when a single antenna is equipped at the transmitter.
This improvement is achieved by exploiting the spatial diver-
sity provided by FA, as indicated by the first term, log,(T),

in @29)).

C. Implementation challenges of the proposed FA-JTR-IM
system

In this subsection, we discuss several practical challenges
associated with implementing the proposed system, including
channel estimation and antenna movement.

1) Channel estimation: Channel estimation is a critical
and challenging aspect of implementing FA-assisted systems.
This issue has been extensively explored in various studies
[1O], [46], [47]. Specifically, the authors of [10] and [46]
proposed a compressed sensing framework to leverage the
inherent sparsity of the field-response-based channel model,
enabling accurate channel reconstruction. Furthermore, a novel
approach based on tensor decomposition for channel estima-
tion and reconstruction for FA-enabled MIMO systems was
introduced in [47], which is particularly effective for FA-
enabled MIMO systems. These existing channel estimation
algorithms are well-suited for the proposed FA-aided RIS
system due to the similarity in the underlying channel models,
where sparse and structured signals can be exploited for
efficient channel estimation.

2) Antenna movement: Antenna movement can be achieved
through various mechanical systems, microelectromechanical
systems (MEMS) and reconfigurable pixel antennas, provid-
ing flexibility to meet the diverse requirements of wireless

TABLE II
SIMULATION PARAMETERS.

Parameter Assumed value
Carrier frequency f 28 GHz
Wavelength A 0.0l m
Distance from RIS to Rx d | 30 m

Unit distance path loss cg -62 dB

Path loss exponent 2.8
Transmit/receive region 10X x 10A

communication systems [[7]], [48], [49]. A common approach
involves using stepper motors to mechanically adjust the
antenna’s position via drive components [7]. These motors
provide precise control, making them ideal for larger systems
where scalability is important. However, FAs that rely on
mechanical movement face significant challenges in high-
mobility scenarios due to the time required for antenna repo-
sitioning. This delay hampers their ability to adapt to rapidly
changing channel conditions, presenting a major obstacle in
high-mobility communications.

Alternatively, MEMS-integrated antennas [48]] and recon-
figurable pixel antennas [49] provide a more compact and
efficient solution, particularly for small-scale systems such as
mmWave and terahertz (THz) transceivers. These technolo-
gies offer high positioning accuracy, low power consumption,
and miniaturized components, making them ideal for space-
constrained devices. The precise control and high linearity
provided by MEMS and reconfigurable pixel antenna technolo-
gies further enhance antenna movement, making them highly
suitable for the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme.

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS

This section showcases simulation results aimed at evalu-
ating the effectiveness of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme
and confirming the accuracy of the analytical upper bound
derived for ABEP. The simulation parameters are given in
Table II. In this work, we assume that the noise power spectral
density (PSD) is -174 dBm/Hz [50]. Given a bandwidth
(BW) of 100 MHz, the noise power can be calculated as
Ny = PSD + 10log,,(BW) = —94 dBm. For all simulation
results, we set the transmit power to range from 10 dBm to
40 dBm, which corresponds to an SNR range of 1 dB to 31
dB.

The performance of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme is
illustrated in Figs. 3] and [] through both simulated and an-
alytical average BER results. More precisely, Fig. |3| shows
the error performance over the finite-path channel condition
(i.e., L = 10), while Fig. [] is depicts the performance under
the infinite-path channel condition (i.e., L = 100). As shown
in Fig. 3] in the finite-path case, as the transmission rate
increases, there is a notable increase in the disparity between
the simulated outcomes and the theoretical upper bound. This
divergences is rooted in the inherent characteristics of the
upper bound, which essentially provides an approximation and
is thus subject to constraints that become more pronounced
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Fig. 3. Simulation and theoretical results of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme
using the optimal ML detector under various parameter setting with N = 16,
L = 10, and 4QAM modulation.

as transmission rate escalates. However, in the infinite-path
case as shown in Fig. [] the theoretical upper bound evinces
a propensity to converge more closely towards the simulated
results, especially in the high transmit power P region. In
the case of infinite-path channel, we provide a closed-form
expression for the UPEP. This provision stands as a pivotal
contribution, furnishing an invaluable theoretical tool for the
comprehensive evaluation of the system performance.

Fig. 5] compares the BER performance of the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme at data rate of 6 bpcu under T' = 4,
N, =4, L =10, 4QAM and various number of RIS elements
N. It can be observed from Fig. [3] that the proposed FA-
JTR-IM framework with increasing N achieves a significant
enhancement in BER performance. This enhancement is prin-
cipally attributable to the increased number of RIS elements,
improving the SNR of the received signal. Furthermore, Fig.
[6] presents BER comparisons of the proposed FA-JTR-IM
scheme employing BPSK, 4QAM and 16QAM constellations
at transmission rates of 5 bpcu, 6 bpcu and 8 bpcu, respec-
tively. Evidently, when the target BER is 1072, systems with
4QAM and 16QAM require approximately 3 dBm and 8 dBm
higher transmit power, respectively, compared to the BPSK
system. This phenomenon is due to the fact that the increase in
modulation order leads to a denser distribution of constellation
points within the normalized symbol constellation diagram,
consequently resulting in diminished Euclidean distances be-
tween adjacent constellation points.

Fig. [7| compares the error performance of the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme with its benchmark systems under the
same transmission rate condition, where “FA-T-IM” refers
to the FA-aided transmit IM scheme, “RSM” refers to the
receive IM scheme, and “SIMO without IM” denotes the
conventional FPAs-assisted SIMO scheme without IM. In the
case of N; =1, N, =4, N = 128 and L = 10, we set the
simulation parameters as 7' = 4 and 4QAM in the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme, T" = 4 and 16QAM in the FA-T-IM
scheme, 16QAM in the RSM scheme, and 64QAM in the
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Fig. 4. Simulation and theoretical results of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme
using the optimal ML detector under various parameter setting with N = 16,
L = 100, and 4QAM modulation.
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Fig. 5. BER performance of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme with 7" = 4,
N, =4, L =10 and 4QAM and various N.

SIMO without IM scheme, to achieve the transmission rate of
6 bpcu. It can be seen from Fig. [7) that the proposed FA-JTR-
IM significantly outperforms the benchmark schemes in the
high transmit power region. To be specific, at BER = 1073, the
proposed scheme offers 5 dB, 7.5 dB and over 10 dB transmit
power gains compared to the FA-T-IM, RSM and SIMO
without IM schemes, respectively. This is primarily due to the
fact that, in the high transmit power region, symbol detection
errors become predominant, whereas in the low transmit power
region, errors in estimating index symbol dominate.

Fig. [8] compares the detection performance of the optimal
ML detector and the proposed TSS detector. As expected, the
optimal ML detector exhibits superior error performance over
the TSS detector. Specifically, in the case of 6 bpcu with
T =4, N, = 4, N = 128 and 4QAM, the optimal ML
detector provides a transmit power gain of 2.5 dB compared to
the TSS detector when BER = 103, but with 75% increase
in computational complexity. It can be also observed from
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Fig. 6. BER performance of the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme for the
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Fig. 7. BER performance comparisons between the proposed FA-JTR-IM
scheme and its benchmark schemes at transmission rate of 6 bpcu.

Fig. [8] that the detection performance gap between these two
detectors becomes larger as the number of receive antennas N,
increases. Correspondingly, as shown in Table I, the reduction
in detection complexity becomes more significant. This is
because that the increase in receive antennas means an increase
in the receive index bits, however, the first step of the TSS
detector is to estimate the receive index bits, which will
degrade the overall error performance.

Fig. 0] evaluates the impact of channel estimation errors on
the BER performance of the TSS detector in the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme. Here, the imperfect channel matrices are
modeled as H. = H + H; and G, = G + H,, where H;
and H, are the channel error with its entries being CN (0, §2)
[51]. Tt is worth mentioning that the performance of the
perfect CSI case (i.e., 6 = 0) is also included to facilitate
comparative analysis. It can be seen from Fig. [J] that the
error performance of the TSS detector deteriorates with an
increase in §. Specifically, when BER is 10~2, the transmit

T=16,N,516
N=16, 10bpcu
o
w
) N=128, 6bpc
10°
| —E&— Optimal ML
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—e— Optimal ML
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Fig. 8. BER performance comparison of the optimal ML and proposed TSS
detectors for the proposed FA-JTR-IM scheme.
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Fig. 9. BER performance at 6 bpcu (I" = 4, N, =4, N =16, L = 10

and 4QAM) for the TSS detector aided FA-JTR-IM schemes in perfect and
imperfect CSI cases.

power deterioration of the TSS detector is 2 dB and 7 dB
for 6 = 0.03 and 6 = 0.07, respectively, compared to the
perfect CSI case. These results demonstrate that the proposed
FA-JTR-IM scheme is sensitive to CSI errors, as the BER
performance degrades noticeably with increasing J, indicating
that precise CSI estimation is crucial for maintaining optimal
performance.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we proposed a novel FA empowered joint
transmit and receive IM transmission scheme for RIS-assisted
mmWave SIMO communication systems, which can signifi-
cantly enhance the SE while retaining a single-RF transceiver
structure by the integration of RIS, FA and IM techniques. In
addition, we explored two detection algorithms, maximizing
detection accuracy with ML detector while offering compu-
tational efficiency through the TSS algorithm. Furthermore,
the analysis of the ABEP was conducted, and simulation
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results confirmed the accuracy of the theoretical analysis,
demonstrating the advantage of the proposed FA-JTR-IM
scheme over its benchmarks. Overall, the proposed FA-JTR-
IM scheme constitutes a promising candidate solution for RIS-
assisted mmWave communications.

APPENDIX A

PROOF OF LEMMA 1
According to (1), Z) and (3), the random variable z; can
be written as
2 . 2
21 = |sp — s;| || Gdiag(¥;;)He;||; 30)
20 & s =2
= |sr — s;| | Gdiag (@i h(tm.a) I3 123 ,

where G = [g(r11), ., E(Tpg); - E(rr, r,)]T € CNXN

and g(rp,,) = FHk(r,,) € CV*1. Since E is the PRM,
whose elements obey CN(0,¢/L), z; follows the generalized
central Chi-square distribution with 2L degree of freedom. The
PDF of z; is given by

1 Lz \"! L

where B = s, — s;|*|Gdiag(¥;;)h(tn,.) 3.
Substituting (7)) into @I) the UPEP can be calculated as

B, — // (“1) exp <_LZ1)
7r2L L-1)! cB (32)

21
X ——— ) dfd
P < 4Nysin6 ) -

By exchanging the order of integration, (32)) can be further
expressed as

/2 0o
_ LZ1
HD —
€ ’7T2L —1)! / / ( )
0
4LN %0+ cB
X exp _sz dz;dé
4¢BNgsin“f
w/2 L
B 1 (L)L_l / sin2f W
T2L[(L —1)1]* \cB ) sin20 + ‘Sk;;_]\;flz
(33)
Based on the integral formula in [52]
w/2 I
1 in%0
1 / ( sin ) a0
0 sin“f + a
0 (34)

:% ll—w(@%( 2/5 ) (1_22(@)1 ’

9 the UPEP in (33) can be rewritten as

I+a’
I L—1><
2\ ¢cB

T oLHI[(L — 1)

s () (7]

where w(a) =

_ 1
P

€

(35)

=

‘Sk skl

where a = . Furthermore, the UPEP P, can be further
obtained by taklng expectation over the parameter B as
_ 1

oty ()
© ar+1(L —1)1? \ cE[B])

L-1 k

2k 1—w?(a)
S (%) ()]

k=0
Next, we will discuss the value of E[B] in two cases, i.e.,
finite-path (L is finite) case and infinite-path (L — co) case.

e Finite-path case: In this_case, acquiring the precise

distribution of elements within G poses a challenge. However,

the approximate E[G] can be obtained by the Monte Carlo
method, so the value of E[B] can thus be calculated by

(36)

E[B] = |sk — ;| "E[|Gdiag(ij)h(tm.n)[3]
= |si = s PEGIZIEL B (tsn0) 5]
= Nls, — s E[|G13].

(37)

e Infinite-path case: To begin, let’s first revisit the expres-
sion of g(r,,,), which is given by

Frk(rp ) = Zgl (Or.1: OR,1)

=1

g(rp,q) = (38)

where g, = eI Pri(tpa) and a(fr,i, ¥r,) is the ith row of
the FRM F, denoted as

PR (n, 3]
(39
As L — o0, the central limit theorem (CLT) dictates that

a(fr,, ¢r,1) = [pr,i(01,1), pr,1(D1,2), ...

g(rp,q) ~ N<Oa R), (40)
where the calculation of the normalized spatial correlation

matrix R € CV*¥ is performed as

R = E{g(rp,q)8(rp, q) }=E{a(b:, ér)a(d r,la¢r,l)H}'
(41)
Next, we will give the procedure for calculating R. Specifi-
cally, the (7, j)th entry in R is expressed as

[R]i,; = E{a(@r,1, or,1) () a(0r,, ¢r.) ()"}

_ E{GJQTW((ZL’R,uf"L’R,p) cos Or,; sin ¢r,1+(YR,v —YR,q) SIN BRJ)}’

(42)
N} and satisfies the relationship with
the pairs (u,v) and (p,q) as ¢ = (u — 1)Ny + v and j =
(p—1)Ny+q, u,p € {1,2,.... N1} and v,q € {1,2, ..., No}.
Multi-path components in environments with isotropic scat-

tering are evenly spread throughout the half-space in front
of the UPA. This uniform distribution results in the AoAs
following a PDF as

where i,j € {1,2,...,

J(Or1, OR1) = ] PR, € [ u g]-

272 2’ 43)
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Consequently, the expression in (@2) can be further com-
puted as

/2 w/2
[R;i; =
—n/2 —m/2
/2
_ [ e meamplsinon, CSORL 40
27 ’
—7/2

_ Sin(ZTW Hnu,v - np,qll)

QTW [0y, — 1, 4]

(44

Since G is composed of multiple vectors g(r,,), each

drawn independently from the same A(0,R) distribution.

In such case, the distribution of the matrix G approximates
N(0,R), therefore, (37) can be simplified as

E[B] = N|sj, — s;|°R. (45)

Combining (36), (37) and (@3), the UPEP in the case of
(i,4) = (¢,7) can be summarised as Lemma 1.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF LEMMA 2

In the case of (i,5) # (i, 7), the random variable z, can be
transformed as

2
29 = HGdiag(lPij)Hejsk - Gdiag(\Pgﬁ)HeiskHz

- 2
= HG (diag(\Ilij)Hejsk - diag('ll;j.)Hejsfc) HQ ||EH§ .
(46)
Similar to the derivation process shown in Appendix A, the
PDF of 25 can be expressed as

1 Lo\t ( ng>
=——| —= exp| ———= |, 47
2L(L—1)!<CB> P\ B @7

f(Zz

~—

- - 2

where B = ||G (diag(\Ilij)Hejsk — diag(\Il;j)Hejs,;>H .

2

Combining and (@7), the UPEP can be further calculated
by

oo

_ 1 / Lz \ =7t
]IDG = =" -~ ><
2L+1(L — 1)! cB
0
e Lz e P d
X — = X — z Z
P ) b 2NN, 2 2

1 7 Lz \ P! 9LNN, + cBP
= == —_— ex e —2
ol -1 ) \ B P

/ 2%BNN,
B 1 <L>“ 2LN N, + cBP
2L+1[(L — 1)1 \¢B 2¢BN Ny

(48)
The same as the derivation process shown in Appendix A, the
UPEP can further rewritten as

5 _ 1 ( L )L‘l 2LN Ny + cPE[B]
e — 2 ~ =
2L+1[(L — 1)1]* \ ¢E[B] 2cE[B]N Ny

where the calculation of E[B] is also divided into two cases
as
e finite-path case: In this case, we have

/ /ey%unu,v—np,qusin@mf(oR,l,¢R,l)d9R,ld¢R,l E[B] = E[|G(diag(¥,;)He;s; — diag(¥;;)He: s;)|[3]

= E[|G3]E]|(diag(¥,;)He;s), — diag(¥;;)He;s;)[3]
2(N — R{THE[IG3],

(50)
where T = sk(sfc)Hdiag(lIlij)(diag(\Ilij))HHej (Hej)H.

e Infinite-path case: In this case, E[B] is computed as

E[B] = 2(N — R{T})R. (51)

To integrate (@9), (50) and (Z1), the UPEP in the case of
(i,7) # (4,7) can be represented as Lemma 2.
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