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Objectives

The need for Trusted Research Environments (TREs) is clear.
Several influential reports have highlighted that personal or
sensitive data which have been collected for operational, com-
mercial or governmental reasons need to be managed securely
in an environment that encourages best practices.

TREs are designed to enable only authorised projects and
researchers access to sensitive data whilst minimising risk of
data exposure. Yet the TRE landscape has grown organically
over at least the last decade resulting in heterogeneous envi-
ronments, making it harder for data to be discovered, shared
and used for public benefit.

A baseline specification for TREs is required.

Approach

We engaged with around 60 organisations covering govern-
ment, industry, health and academia through regular, online,
shared spaces or “Collaboration Cafés”. We also embedded the
public voice within the project by having members of the public
within the research team and developed a series of workshops
to include and reflect their input to the architecture. The
whole project was developed in the open to instil trustworthi-
ness.

Results

The SATRE project has produced a reference TRE architec-
ture and implementation through significant engagement with
the UK TRE community. This baseline specification for UK
TREs includes a set of four pillars, 28 capabilities and 160
statements.

Conclusions and Implications
An open and transparent TRE specification and architecture
for a wide range of stakeholders has been developed. TREs
can now use the SATRE specification to evaluate their envi-
ronments against a common baseline.
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