“"ECLECTIC RESILIENCE"
IN CHILDHOOD:
INTERDISCIPLINARY

RESEARCH




 Against the backdrop of the rise in child
refugees/migrants across the world, this project
aims to advance understanding of the
transformative potential of curating children’s
stories and experiences in accessible and creative
ways to disrupt, counter, and draw critical
attention to the impact and legacy of
displacement.

* ‘Lived Memories’ & ‘Survivor Silence’ — focus
on every day experiences of (former) child
migrants/refugees and displaced children
following arrival in their new country.



How?

By presenting contemporary children, as
o-producers/researchers and experts, with
ormer child refugees/migrants’ stories,

memories and artefacts, exposing the

lived experiences and legacies of two
historic migration schemes

(Kindertransport and Windrush).

Centred on ‘things’, this project
acknowledges objects, stories and

rtefacts as carriers of complex sensory,

aterial, cultural and social meanings

generating multiple narratives and
INterpretations. This recognition demands

mbracing an interdisciplinary outlook and
adopting a multiplicity of research methods,
Including visual methods and participatory
research.




Lo B “ECLECTIC” - Exposing Children’s Lived Experiences,
| Co-produced Through Immersive Collections

o ——————————————————————————
e Adoptmg a form of sensory ethnography,

_ this project provides opportunities for

making sense of deeply subjective,

.. .sensed, and embodied experiences.
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o Contemporary Children’s Talk about
Former Child Migrants/Refugees

+ “Children our age we always tare things for granted. People do things like this and it's
not very nice.”

* 4 memory, I'm Just going to get over sad straightaway because like all 1've got is a
memory.”

* Scary because you've never- You don't have someone that You like always had around,
also angry because You're being Like foreed to change something when you've already like
changing physically. Puberty. Changing into a teenager.”

* “And people are so selfish. Like, us British people are so proud to be British but our history
is like actually nasty. It's just disgusting that people can be so selfish.”




OWHY?

- Immersive learning - counteracting ‘Othering’ and ‘Otherness’.

* Focus on ‘belonging’, rather than ‘migrants’.

 Curated by children, not adults - children as constructors and co-
constructors.

- Addressing Amnesia and Fragmented memories that are central in
colonial and post-colonial empires and migration.
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