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Miniact, LACOVARA (eds), The Treasure of the
Egyptian Queen Ahhotep, MKS 11, London 2022, 71-84

The original Inventory List of the Queen Ahhotep ‘Treasure’ from
Mariette’s Papers (BIF Paris, Fonds Maspero, Ms. 4052)

Gianluca Miniaci

Abstract

The article aims to present two lists (one in French and another in Arabic) containing the first inventory of the
Queen Ahhotep assemblage. The lists are dated to February 25" 1859 and were presumably drafted at the time
of the first opening of the coffin after its discovery (in any case before Mariette came into possession of the treas-
ure). Believed to be lost, these two documents are preserved in the archives of the Bibliothéque de I’Institut de
France in Paris in the Fonds Maspero. The content of these lists matches closely with the inventory of the queen’s
assemblage drafted in the Inventaire de Boulag/Journal d’Entrée registers in Cairo Museum, with only minor
discrepancies. The existence of these two inventory lists constitutes an essential piece of evidence to confirm that
the assemblage of Queen Ahhotep as preserved today in the Cairo Museum may faithfully reproduce the original

contents of Ahhotep s coffin.

The first detailed list of the objects found inside the cof-
fin of Queen Ahhotep! at Dra Abu el-Naga was produced
by Ernest Desjardins in 1860.> Nonetheless, his account
was only partial, as it was intended to be a preliminary
report in view of a more detailed publication on behalf
of Auguste Mariette, which never took place. Several
other scattered notes and information were published in
the following years, especially in connection with the
opening of Bulaq Museum,? but none produced a com-
prehensive list of those objects.

Mariette, who was indirectly credited with the discov-
ery of the Ahhotep assemblage, did not produce his own
account and no complete list of the burial assemblage
comes from his papers, although a letter of von Bissing
to Maspeto might indicate that Mariette had accurately

! For the identity of the queen, see BETRO, “The Identity of
Ahhotep and the Textual Sources”, in this volume.

2 DESIARDINS, RGA 18, 98-112.

3 Cf MARIETTE, Notice [1864] and other following editions;
see also MasPErO, Guide Musée de Boulag [1883] and other
following editions.

recorded such a find.* The Egyptological literature often
refers to a flooding of 1878 affecting Cairo and the house
of Mariette at Bulaq, thus being responsible for the loss
of a part of Mariette’s papers. All the personal written
information concerning Ahhotep’s group taken by Ma-
riette could have been lost during such a flood.> Among
the Devéria’s manuscripts, there are two pages reporting
a more detailed summary of the content of the coffin.®
Only in 1900, Friedrich Wilhelm von Bissing offered a
full publication of the group of objects of Queen Ahhotep,

* Miniact, “The Discovery of Queen Ahhotep’s Burial at Dra
Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth Century AD: Between
Tale and Archaeological Evidence”, in this volume, p. 34.

S However, some papers about the excavations of Mariette at
Dra Abu el-Naga have been preserved till today, see BIF Ms.
4030, f. 392 and following; c¢f- Mmiacr, “The Discovery of
Queen Ahhotep’s Burial at Dra Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the
Nineteenth Century AD”, in this volume, p. 28.

¢See Miniacl, “The Discovery of Queen Ahhotep’s Burial at
Dra Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth Century AD”,
in this volume, Appendix A, p. 70.
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providing description, photographs and drawings for most
of the objects.” However, this work was produced more
than forty years after the discovery of the burial. Von Biss-
ing did not provide any inventory numbers for the listed
objects, nor referred to the Journal d’Entrée numbers,
making difficult to connect all the pieces. In addition, in
this publication not all the pieces were illustrated or listed,
and some of them were just quoted en passant in the text,
without providing proper identifications. For instance, in
the von Bissing volume are missing a plaquette (JE 4670),
the blade of one axe (JE 4678), all the necklace chains
(from JE 4688 to JE 4693; some of the pendants may
have been regrouped in pl. VIIIa, used for the elements
of the large wesekh collar), the box with beads (no. 20
of JE 4725), the kohl jar (JE 4726), the wooden box for
the four calcite jars (JE 4731) and the wooden headrest
(JE 4732). To further complicate matters, von Bissing
decided that the objects from Kamose’s coffin and some
other unprovenanced objects® — bearing the cartouches
of Kamose and Ahmose — should have been included in
that publication, as they could have originally belonged
to the burial of Ahhotep.'

The most complete inventory list for the funerary as-
semblage of Ahhotep is indeed offered by the entries of
the Inventaire de Boulaq/Journal d’Entrée drafted by Ma-
riette himself between 1859 and 1863, unfortunately not
reported in any publication.

The Inventory Lists of 25" February 1859 in the
Fonds Maspero

Two lists inventorying the contents of Ahhotep’s coffin
are preserved in the archives Maspero kept at the Biblio-
theque de I’Institut de France in Paris, inside a thin fold-
er Ms. 4052, which grouped a handful documents mainly
relating to the excavations of Mariette at western Thebes,
and especially in Dra Abu el-Naga. The folder can be con-
nected with another one titled “Fouilles de Gournah” (Ms
4062),"? introduced by a paper explaining the reason why

" VoN BIssING, Ein thebanischer Grabfund.

8 See MiniAcl, “Notes on the Journal d’Entrée Entries for Queen
Ahhotep’s Assemblage”, in this volume, Table 5 and p. 104.
? Von BIssING, Ein thebanischer Grabfund, pls VIII, XIL.
1VoN BIssING, Ein thebanischer Grabfund, 24; cf. Bovor, in
Hem (ed.), Pharaonen und Fremde, 263, cat. no. 364.

"' The Journal d’Entrée numbering system has been adopt-
ed here for referring to the objects associated with the Ah-
hotep coffin, because it is the only system that uniformly in-
cludes all the objects found in association with the queen’s
burial (for cross-references to CG, TR, SR, other inventory
numbers or lost locations, see MiNIAcI, “Notes on the Journal
d’Entrée Entries for Queen Ahhotep’s Assemblage”, in this
volume, Tables 2-4).

12 BIF Ms. 4062, ff. 148-165.

some documents were in the hands of Maspero: “Fouilles
de Gournah de Mariette. Mariette est mort le 18 janvier
1881. Gaston Maspero a été prie par les enfants Mariette
de regarder les papiers laissés par lui | I’annotation a
publier en grande partie [...]"."3 As stated in that paper,
these documents originally belonged to Mariette, and en-
tered into the possession of Maspero only at his death.

The two lists report the full contents of the Ahhotep
treasure, providing an exceptional amount of information,
especially considering the purely administrative purpose
for which they had been produced. Nonetheless, contem-
porarily they raise several questions, especially about their
origin, what they represent, and how Mariette came into
possession of them.

The document BIF Ms. 4052, f. 240r is written in
French (see Fig. 1), while the document BIF Ms. 4052,
f. 241r is in Arabic (see Fig. 2); they both occupy a sin-
gle page each. The two lists are very similar, but they are
not simply translations of one another; they seem to have
been independently copied/registered in two different lan-
guages (Arabic and French) from a common “‘source”
and produced in approximately the same moment (see
comments below). They are both dated to the 23 Rajab
1275 of the Hijri calendar,'* corresponding to February
25™ 1859. Their level of accuracy and correspondence
with the inventory provided by the Journal d’Entrée, es-
pecially in terms of the count of the number and types of
objects, is so high that they can be considered the first
complete, official written record of the contents of the
Ahhotep assemblage.

Transcription of the inventory lists
Key for special symbols adopted in the transcription:

word = deleted word/s in the original document

#it# = deleted word/s in the original document and over-
written by something else difficult to read

Aword” = word/s added in the original document just
above another word or group of words

"word" = repeated word/s from one line to another ab-
breviated with ditto marks, using ' or " symbols, in the
original document. In the transcription, for sake of clarity,
the abbreviated words have been retyped, avoiding us-
ing the abbreviation symbols but enclosing them among
two "-signs

<word> = integration of word/s not present in the orig-
inal document

(?) = word hard to read or decipher because of poor hand-
writing, faded print; doubts in the translation/transcription

13 BIF Ms. 4062, f. 148. The inventory lists of February 25
are in another folder, see Ms. 4052.
4 For date correspondence, see https://calendarhijri.com/en.
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THE ORIGINAL INVENTORY LIST OF THE QUEEN AHHOTEP ‘TREASURE’

Transcription of the list written in French Transcription of the list written in Arabic
(BIF Ms. 4052, f. 240r) (see Fig. 1) (BIF Ms. 4052, f. 241r) (see Fig. 2)'¢
Copie d’une liste adressée par le Moudir de Kineh a la Maieh 8 piay Ciaa s Al Al BV Gl «28S3 ) sea

Sanieh en date du 23 Ragab 1275
N 16 contenant les antiquités trouvées a Gurné.

1 Poignard sans gaine, poignée en or.

1 "Poignard" en or avec sa gaine.

2 Pointes de piques en or.

2 Haches en or, manche en bois

1 Miroir en or.

1 Charriot en or a 4 roues.

1 Une paire de bracelets en or avec une paire de figurines
1 "Une paire de bracelets en or" d’une autre qualité

1 "Une paire de bracelets en or d’une autre qualité”

3 "Une paire de bracelets en or d’une autre qualité"

4 "Une paire de bracelets en or" grandes

4 "Une paire de bracelets en or" petites

2 "Une paire de bracelets en or" d’une autre qualité

4 "Une paire de bracelets en or" grandes

2 Haches en or d’une autre qualité

1 Un éventail en bois plaqué d’or

3 Pectoraux en or avec une chaine en or

3 Pieces ayant la forme de brasselet [sic]

2 Ata Pieces ayant la forme d’une hache

5 Cordons en or

1 Une barque en or avec 12 matelots en or (équipage complete)
1 "Une barque en or avec" 10 "matelots en or"

3 Figurines

2 Tétes en or (petites)

1 Chaine en or en bon état

12 Morceaux d’une chaine en or 136 drahmes
1 Grain d’or 116 drahmes
2 "Grain" de pierre railée Arayée” en or

1 Chevet en bois

1 Tube ###" de cohol en marbre

1 Couvercle "en bois” cassé revétu deplagtres d’or

70

15 Possible reading of the deleted word in the background,
“Tuyeau d’Al...” (?).

73

8 (9) (9) o 25 L8 g ey 380 (55 yas)
(%) 16 « 1275 diw 2a, 23

(c)\.m»\

a3 A i pd (e A
CAD iy A

A3 a4y a

k

a3 4 e
cald dae asbia e
3 O ey sl
DA i — )l
A s —ad )l
DA (sin b sl
G833 S )Ll
35 a5l
a3 Al Guin sl
oSl AN i sl
3 Al s Al
Al dadias i da g e
Gl (laday) Haall 8 cad lides
BY WO RERJETRPRR
ALl 3 ) s o
Al e 52 ¢ JAl(E59) 2 ¢ S Tead Jilea
3 12 2ae 3l sk JalS oS 5
(f ) € 10 220 3 sk cad JA1 S je
[P I b‘):l‘}..a..\l
833 pa )

Gl (5)did 3 ) g b (Tp L) Slaiia
253136 sl e 512 230 cad il ks
P 112 055 e cwde)y A
220 il B ) e e ey lashia 5 A
LA o2

(?)cf‘)aG&._\jxid;SA

—_— e = DN = = = D) W = = AN W W= N RN DR DR W= NN

D 5 lale Cagile (IS guSe uda (o) e
(A1) el meaiss

i o st ais]) aaly G0 8 5 L 70
G2 A 5 el

16 Transcription, translation and reading notes by Mona Akmal
M. Ahmed Nasr, PhD student at the University of Pisa. I would
like to thank prof. Daniele Mascitelli, University of Pisa, for
providing some additional comments to the transcription and
translation.
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Fig. 1 — Inventory list of Ahhotep’s burial equipment written in French; Fonds Maspero, Ms 4052, f. 240r
© courtesy of the Bibliothéque de I’Institut de France




THE ORIGINAL INVENTORY LIST OF THE QUEEN AHHOTEP ‘TREASURE’

Fig. 2 — Inventory list of Ahhotep’s burial equipment written in Arabic; Fonds Maspero, Ms 4052, f. 241r
© courtesy of the Bibliothéque de I’Institut de France
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English translation of the list written in Arabic
(BIF Ms. 4052, f. 241r) (see Fig. 2)

The language is a mixture of Egyptian Arabic dialect and
formal Arabic. A literal translation is provided in order to
adhere more closely to the original text. When the meaning
of a word was not fully understandable, a question mark
between round brackets has been placed after the suggest-
ed translation “(?)”.

“Copy of a list in which there is description of ancient

objects found in the tomb of el-Qurna, in the directorate

of Qena, returned to Ma‘iyyeh, on the date of the 23

of Ragab, year 1275 (Hijry), 16

Numbers Name (s)

1 Dagger without a sheath, with a golden

handle

Dagger with a golden sheath

Small bayonet, gold

Golden axe with wooden handle

Golden mirror

Cart with four small wheels, gold

Bracelets with two figures, gold

Golden bracelets, other type

"Golden bracelets, other type"

"Golden bracelets, other type"

Large bracelets, gold

Small "bracelets", gold

"Bracelets", other type, gold, small

"Bracelets, other type, gold", large

Axe, other type, gold

Wooden fan,'” whose foil is in gold

Pendants,'® of gold in the chest with

golden cords (?)"

Golden pieces that imitate bracelets

2 <Objects> with the same shape of the
axe?

5 Golden cords (?),2! 1 large, 2 of one
type, 2 of another

1 A complete boat, with crew (?)* that
counts 12, gold

ST NG T NG NG T G NG ¢ AV GG I NG S NO SN

W

17 The word is mirwaha.

18 The word used is ¢ ‘aligat, used of any type of object that
can be worn as suspensions.

1 This word, also repeated below can be derived from the root
KSNDH, KSNDH, or KSTDH, probably indicating a chain
or a cord.

20 Probably this sentence should be integrated at its beginning
with the word “objects”, which is omitted in the text.

21 See above, n. 18.

22 The meaning word tagim is unclear, it could be used to in-
dicate the crew.

1 Another boat, gold, with the crew (?)
that counts 10, jarab (?)*

3 Small figures

2 Head of a small figure, gold

1 Cords (?) in the form of a scarab, gold

12 Cords, gold, that counts 12 and they
weight 136 dirham

1 Golden bead, weight 112 dirham

2 Beads striped in gold, without weighting,
counts 2

1 Wooden pillow

1 Wooden kohl tube, marble (?)

1 A broken wooden lid, wrapped with gold,
and its weight with the scrap becomes (?)
beads (?7)*

70 Its count is seventy in numbers

The discovery is sealed with the seal of the director
and others”

Comments on the two Lists

The remarks at the opening of both preserved documents,
“copy of a list”, indicate the fact that these two lists were
copied from an original list. The original source from
which these two lists were drawn is unknown but it was
probably drafted on February 25" 1859 (23" of Ragab
1725), assuming that the two copies were intended to
be a sort of “carbon copy”, and therefore they reported
the same date on the original document. There is little
doubt that both documents were copied from the same
source, since they report the same date, header, and pro-
tocol number (no. 16). Also, the objects are described

2 The word used is jarab, which is obscure in this context but
it might indicate a different type/quality of the second boat.
2 This sentence is difficult to read. The last word seems to
have been deleted (?); it could read as “beads”, probably re-
ferring to some beads that could have been originally con-
tained in a rotten (?) wooden box found inside the coffin (cf.
JE 4725.20: “Une boite contenant un trés grand nombre de
petits et grosses perles d’or et de pierres dures”). However,
in this case the whole sentence has been left suspended or
unfinished. On the other side, one should expect a measure
unit at the end of the sentence, indicating the total weight of
the lid with its remains, as announced in the previous word-
ing. Following a suggestion provided by Mona Nasr, the last
word could be mistakenly duplicate the previous one (*“ #5,31);
then it could have been roughly corrected (and not deleted)
with the Arabic letter “<”, used as an abbreviation of the word
“ s8> kilo or kilogram (already in use in the nineteenth cen-
tury Egypt?); the aleph could have been left uncorrected and
used to indicate the number “1”, reading “A broken wood-
en lid, wrapped with gold, and its weight with the scrap be-
comes 1 kg”.
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in the same manner (often extremely synthetic), same
order, and same quantity.

At first sight, the two lists may appear as one being the
translation of the other. Nonetheless, there are some minor
divergences that do not simply fit with an inattentive or
hasty copy (see Table 1): the Arabic list indicates the size
(“small’”) of one pair of bracelets (Seq. 13), which is miss-
ing in the French description; the Arabic list specifies the
type of chains in the Seq. 20 (““/ large, 2 of one type and
2 of another one”), missing in the French list; only in the
Arabic list the second miniature boat has been qualified
(“Jarab?”’) (Seq. 22); the Arabic list notes down that one of
the chains was provided with a scarab, a detail not included
in the French document (Seq. 25); the two lists present a
divergence in the weight measurement of the golden grain
(Seq. 27 — 116 dirham in the French and 112 in the Arabic);
the toilet jar is indicated in both lists as a kohl tube (Seq.
30), but made of marble according to the French list and
wood according to the Arabic document (which nonethe-
less, also indicates also the word marble soon afterwards);
the Arabic list includes some additional remarks about the
weight (?) and condition (“scrap’) of a wooden lid missing
in the French list (Seq. 31); the final comment appended
to the Arabic list (“The discovery is sealed with the seal of
the director and others”) is not reported in the French one.

In conclusion, the two lists seem to have been written
down from the same source (most probably written, giv-
en the accurate overlap in many respects, although an oral
source, i.e. someone reading or dictating, cannot be com-
pletely excluded), but by two different persons who were
independently adding or altering the original source.

As indicated by the date of the 25" February 1859, the
list of objects was drafted before Mariette came into pos-
session of the group of objects (which happened on the 22™
of March of the same year).” Therefore, these lists could
have been copied either right at the time of the opening of
the coffin or — at the latest — just before the packing and
shipping of the boxes containing Ahhotep’s objects to Cairo.

Théodule Devéria, who was with Mariette at the time
of the requisition of the queen’s burial assemblage, report-
ed that Mariette had entered into the possession of two in-
ventory lists: one drafted by one of his Egyptian employ-
ees [sic] and another addressed by the governor of Qena to
the viceroy Said Pasha, in order to notify him of the con-
tents of the shipped boxes, following the customs of that
time. The two lists found in the archives of the BIF can be
very plausibly considered those mentioned by Devéria in
his account — believed to be lost —, given a number of co-
incidental elements:

%5 See Miniaci, “The Discovery of Queen Ahhotep’s Burial
at Dra Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth Century AD:
Between Tale and Archaeological Evidence”, in this volume,
p. 28.

“M. Mariette en recut I’inventaire d’un de ses employés
arabes. Le gouverneur en avait de son coté expédié la
liste au vice-roi, en le prévenant de |’envoi direct de ces
objets a la Cour khédiviale [...]. Les deux listes com-
parées étaient assez bien d’accord, mais elles nous pa-
rurent singulierement exagérées, quant au nombre des
choses décrites et quant a leur poids d’or” — Devéria®®

According to Devéria the two lists seem to have been
independently drafted: one directly from the governor
of Qena, Fadil Pasha, who used to draft lists of the con-
tents of the boxes he was shipping to Cairo (in Arabic?);*’
the other list could have been independently drafted by
one of Mariette’s men (in French?). From the account of
Devéria, only on the boat would Mariette have come into
possession of another list to compare to the other one (al-
ready?) in his possession.?® Probably since then, the two
lists remained among Mariette’s documents and have been
preserved until today in the archive Maspero of the BIF.
However, the two lists mentioned by Devéria might not
be the only copies of the original Ahhotep’s assemblage
list circulating at this time.

As already noted down by Devéria in his account on
the boat of the 22" March, the content of the two lists was
sufficiently in concordance although he doubted about
the actual quantity of the objects listed and the weight of
gold (“they seemed to us remarkably exaggerated both
in number of things described and in their weights of
gold”):® supposedly the boxes containing the Ahhotep
treasure were not opened on the boat.

26 The emphasis is mine. The first part of the account reads:
“Mariette écrivit alors de I’envoyer tout de suite a Boulaq
par un vapeur special [the sealed coffin of Ahhotep, as in-
formed by Maunier]|, malheureusement, avant réception de
cette lettre, le gouverneur de la province avait fait ouvrir le
cercueil, par curiosité ou par zéle malentendu, on ne sait trop.
Quoi qu’il en soit, je ne voudrais pas me trouver a la place de
ce fonctionnaire la premiere fois que Mariette le rencontrera
[...]”, MasPERO, in MARIETTE (ed.), Oeuvres diverses, cii-ciii.
27 See Miniact, “The Discovery of Queen Ahhotep’s Burial at Dra
Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth Century AD: Between
Tale and Archaeological Evidence”, in this volume (Q.10-11).
28 The number of combination of possibilities about the mode
in which these two lists ended up in the hands of Mariette are
countless: for instance, one of the lists could have been ac-
companying the assemblage during the boat transport to Cai-
ro (if not both); Mariette could have taken a copy of the list
directly from the Maieh in Cairo, copying from the original
letter sent by Fadil Pasha to the viceroy; Mariette’s “Arabic
employee” could have copied the list from the local adminis-
trative sources in Upper Egypt and sent to Mariette in Cairo
or given to the custody of the men on the boat, etc.

» Translated by WiNLock, JEA 10, 253. From MASsPERO, in
MARIETTE (ed.), Oeuvres diverses, cii ff. Davip, Mariette Pa-
cha, 114.
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Table 1 — List of correspondence between the two lists of February 25" and the JE numbers

Sequence Quantity | Object Descrip- | Quantity | Object Description | Correpon- Object Type

Order in Feb | (French | tion (French (Arabic | (Arabic List) dance with

25 Lists List) List) List) JE inv. no.

Seq. 1 1 Poignard sans 1 Dagger without a JE 4665 Dagger with straight grip
gaine, poignée sheath, with a golden
en or handle

Seq. 2 1 "Poignard" en or |1 Dagger with a gold- | JE 4666 Dagger with human heads shaped grip
avec sa gaine en sheath

Seq. 3 2 Pointes de piques | 2 Small bayonet, gold | JE 4667 Dagger (only blade) —
en or JE 4668 Dagger with discoid butt

Seq. 4 2 Haches en or, 2 Golden axe with JE 4673 Axe with Ahmose name/prenomen —
manche en bois wooden handle JE 4674 Axe in bronze

Seq. 5 1 Miroir en or 1 Golden mirror JE 4664 Mirror

Seq. 6 1 Charriot en or a 1 Cart with four small | JE 4669 Waggon miniature
4 roues wheels, gold

Seq. 7 1 Une paire de 1 Bracelets with two JE 4680 Armlet with Ahmose cartouche
bracelets en or figures, gold
avec une paire de
figurines

Seq. 8 1 "Une paire de 1 Golden bracelets, JE 4679 (?) Armlet with vulture (?)
bracelets en or" other type
d’une autre qua-
lité

Seq. 9 1 "Une paire de 1 "Golden bracelets, 4684 (?) Bracelet with Ahmose name/prenomen
bracelets en or other type" ()
d’une autre qua-
lité"

Seq. 10 3 "Une paire de 3 "Golden bracelets, JE 4685 Bracelet with Ahmose prenomen () —
bracelets en or other type" JE 4686 Bracelet with Ahmose name (*) —
d’une autre qua- JE 4687 (?) Bracelet with Ahmose prenomen (?)
lité"

Seq. 11 4 "Une paire de 4 Large bracelets, gold | JE 4697-4700 | Bracelet (*) x 4 (?)
bracelets en or" (@)
grandes

Seq. 12 4 "Une paire de 4 Small "bracelets", JE 4701-4704 | Bracelet (#) x 4 (?)
bracelets en or" gold (®)
petites

Seq. 13 2 "Une paire de 2 "Bracelets", other JE 4711-4712 | Bracelet (") x 2 (?)
bracelets en or" type, gold, small (@)
d’une autre qua-
lité

Seq. 14 4 "Une paire de 4 "Bracelets, other JE 4707-4710 | Bracelet (°) x4 (?)
bracelets en or" type, gold", large (@)
grandes

Seq. 15 2 Haches en or 2 Axe, other type, gold | JE 4675 Axe in silver —
d’une autre qua- JE 4676 Axe in bronze (golden foil handle)
lité

Seq. 16 1 Un éventail en 1 Wooden fan, whose | JE 4672 Fan
bois plaqué d’or foil is in gold

Seq. 17 3 Pectoraux en or 3 Pendants, of gold in | JE 4670 (?) Plaquette (?) —
avec une chaine the chest with golden | JE 4683 Necklace ending with flies (?) —
en or cords (?) JE 4694 (?) Pectoral with Ahmose name/prenomen

Seq. 18 3 Piéces ayant la 3 Golden pieces that JE 4705 Bracelet —
forme de brasselet imitate bracelets JE 4706 Bracelet —

[sic] JE 4724 (7) Ring (?)

Seq. 19 2 Ata Pieces ayant |2 <Objects> with the | JE 4677 Axe (only blade) —

la forme d’une same shape of the JE 4678 Axe (only blade)

hache

axe
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Sequence Quantity | Object Descrip- | Quantity | Object Description | Correpon- Object Type
Order in Feb | (French | tion (French (Arabic | (Arabic List) dance with
25 Lists List) List) List) JE inv. no.
Seq. 20 5 Cordons en or 5 Golden cords (?), 1 JE 4688-4689- | Necklace ending with hemispherical
large, 2 of one type, | 4690-4691- beads — Necklace ending with hemi-
2 of another 4692-4693 (?) | spherical beads — Necklace — Neck-
lace — Necklace ending with papyrus
buttons, in 5 pieces — Necklace ending
with papyrus buttons, in 3 pieces (?)
Seq. 21 1 Une barque en or |1 A complete boat, JE 4681 Boat miniature in gold
avec 12 matelots with crew (?) that
en or (équipage counts 12, gold
complete)
Seq. 22 1 "Une barque en or | 1 Another boat, gold, JE 4682 Boat miniature in silver
avec" 10 "mate- with the crew (?) that
lots en or" counts 10, jarab (?)
Seq. 23 3 Figurines 3 Small figures JE 4681 (?), Part of boat miniature in gold (?)
part of
Seq. 24 2 Tétes en or 2 Head of a small JE 4713 Lion head pawn in gold —
(petites) figure, gold JE 4714 Lion head pawn in copper
Seq. 25 1 Chaine en or en 1 Cords (?) in the form | JE 4695 Necklace with scarab
bon état of a scarab, gold
Seq. 26 12 Morceaux d’une 12 Cords, gold, that JE 4725 Wesekh collar
chaine en or — counts 12 and they
136 drahmes weight — 136 dirham
Seq. 27 1 Grain d’or — 1 Golden bead, weight | JE 4696 (?) Bracelet in solid gold (?)
116 drahmes — 112 dirham
Seq. 28 2 "Grain" de pierre |2 Beads striped in JE 4725 (?) Wesekh collar (?)
raittée “rayée” gold, without weigh-
en or ing, counts 2
Seq. 29 1 Chevet en bois 1 Wooden pillow JE 4732 Headrest
Seq. 30 1 Tube #i## de cohol | 1 Wooden kohl tube, JE 4726 Kohl jar
en marbre marble (?)
Seq. 31 1 Couvercle "en 1 A broken wooden lid, | JE 4725.20 (?) | Wooden box (?)
bois” cassé revétu wrapped with gold,
deptagtes d’or and its weight with
the scrap becomes
(?) beatdts (?)
JE 4663 Coffin
JE 4671 Stick
JE 4715-4717 | Axe miniature in gold (§)
JE 4718-4723 | Axe miniature in silver ()
JE 4724 Ring
JE 4727-4730 | Toilet jar
JE 4731 Wooden box

Table 1 — List of correspondence between the objects in the two lists of February 25" and those recorded in the JE. In the first
column a numerical sequence ( e.g. “Seq. x”’) has been assigned to the entries in the two lists in order to facilitate the reference
in the text. At the end of the table all those objects present in the JE but absent from or not identified in the two lists are given
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Although it is not always easy to find out the con-
cordance between some of the objects these two lists,
summarily described (especially bracelets, chains, and
necklaces), and those recorded in the Journal d’Entrée,
for most of the objects there is a surprising correspond-
ence™ (see Table 1). The two lists both agree in listing
70 objects which is — purely by chance — exactly the
same number of objects recorded in the Journal d’Entrée
(wrongly noted at the beginning of the list as being 68).%!

In the following, the most complicated identifications
are discussed, while the others are simply listed in the
Table 1. In the Seq. 8-14, the bracelets have been not de-
scribed to a fuller extent, rather occasionally described
as small (Seq. 12-13) or large (Seq. 11, 14). Nonetheless,
the number of the bracelets corresponds to the total num-
ber of bracelets registered in the JE (20 = JE 4679-80,
4684-87,4697-4704, 4707-10, 4711-12).*? In addition,
the grouping of different type of bracelets in the two
lists corresponds to the different shapes/types of the ob-
jects listed in the JE (1+1+1+2+3+4+4+4). Therefore,
the bracelets from the JE have been tentatively associ-
ated with the entries of the two lists according to their
grouping by type and the occasional mention of size
(large/small) or the presence of figures.

Among the three pectorals mentioned in the two lists
(Seq. 17), together with a golden chain, only JE 4683
can be truly identified since it is a pectoral, while two
other elements can be more doubtfully considered to be
intended as pectorals by the nineteenth century writers
(JE 4670 and JE 4694). The artefact JE 4670 is a
plaquette showing four figures. The item JE 4694 cor-
responds to the necklace with flies, which could be more
possibly considered to be listed among the pectorals,
especially because in the two BIF lists the pectorals are
said to be provided with a chain, like for JE 4694.

The three pieces described as having the shape of
bracelets (Seq. 18) can be assigned to JE 4705-06 in all
probability; the third element can be identified as JE 4696,
which has the same description of JE 4705 as the only oth-
er circular element. However, some doubts remain about
this association, given the lack of further descriptions.

30 Some identifications are rather doubtful, marked in the “cor-
respondence with JE inv. no.” field with a question mark “(?)”.
31 See Miniacl, “Notes on the Journal d’Entrée Entries for Queen
Ahhotep’s Assemblage”, in this volume. See also MmIAcT,
“The Discovery of Queen Ahhotep’s Burial at Dra Abu el-Na-
ga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth Century AD: Between Tale and
Archaeological Evidence”, in this volume, Table 3.

32 The French wording is inaccurate, since bracelets have been
always quoted as being “a pair”’, while this would have doubled
the total number. The Arabic transcription seems to be more ac-
curate, since it does not mention any “pair” but simply numbers.
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The chains/necklaces mentioned in the two BIF lists
(Seq. 20) are five versus six listed in the JE (JE 4688-93).
Nonetheless, the ratio for separation of the chains/neck-
laces also in JE is not clear, and JE 4691 mentions three
fragments with the endings lost and JE 4690 mentions
only two endings: therefore, JE 4690 and JE 4691 could
have counted in BIF lists as a single chain. However, also
in this case, with a minor adjustment, the correspondence
seems to be enough in agreement.

The chain in gold (Seq. 25), which is vaguely de-
scribed in the French list, can be identified with cer-
tainty with JE 4695, a necklace with a scarab pendant,
because the Arabic list provides the information that a
scarab was attached to it.

The wesekh collar JE 4725, together with all the mass
of golden pendants and beads grouped under its inven-
tory number,* can be identified with the 12 pieces of a
golden necklace (Seq. 26). The extraordinary number
of items of JE 4725 points to the need of specifying the
weights in the two lists (the weight provided in the two
lists is 116 dirham (= 3.48 kg) which could vaguely find
a correspondence with the 2 kg indicated in Cairo Mu-
seum DB for the entry CG 52672, which corresponds to
only some of the elements for JE 4725 ** Nonetheless,
there is also the possibility, as indicated in the letter of
Devéria, that the lists overestimated some weights.

The identification of the kohl jar (Seq. 30) with
JE 4726 is rather secure, although its original material
— probably in calcite (= Egyptian alabaster) — is prob-
ably wrongly interpreted as marble in the two lists due
to a lack of knowledge of the materials. The presence
of wood indicated in the Arabic list could have referred
to a stick made of wood or a wooden lid (?), although
there are no traces of any of these elements in the JE.

Among the objects which can be doubtfully inter-
preted to be in BIF lists are 3 small figurines (Seq. 23),
which are not present in the JE but correspond to the
three golden figures in the boat (which stand out from
the rest of the rowers), since they have also been men-
tioned in the JE with particular regard and specifical-
ly numbered from 1 to 3 (JE 4681).> The two incrust-

3 See MiN1acl, “Notes on the Journal d’Entrée Entries for
Queen Ahhotep’s Assemblage”, in this volume.

3 See MiNiAc, “Notes on the Journal d’Entrée Entries for
Queen Ahhotep’s Assemblage”, in this volume, Table 2, for
the correspondence of JE 4725 and other CG numbers.

31t is worth mentioning that in the collection of the Louvre
there are two small figurines made of gold representing Seth
(inv. nos E 7659 and E 7715) and one of them (E 7715) is in-
scribed with the name Ahhotep. They entered the collection
from private sellers respectively in 1883 from Allemant and
in 1884 from Pennelli. See GUERRA, PAGES-CaMAGNA, JCH
36, 144-7, 149; DEst1, Des dieux, des tombeaux, un savant,
227, fig. 227, 112a.
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ed beads with gold (Seq. 28) can actually be identified
with the hawk terminal(s?) for the wesekh collar, listed
as part of JE 4725 (see under JE 4725.1).

A broken wooden lid covered by golden foil is men-
tioned in both lists (Seq. 31); furthermore the Arabic list
indicates that together with the lid there were also some
scraps, probably as parts of the lower part of a wooden
container. The object mentioned in Seq. 31 could actual-
ly correspond to JE 4725.20, which reports a small box
(no indication of material) containing a large number of
beads, probably part of the large wesekh collar (JE 4725):
“Une boite contenant un trés grand nombre de petits et
grosses perles d’or et de pierres dures’.

Only one object mentioned in the two lists is really
missing from the final inventory that arrived in Cairo:
a golden bead (Seq. 27) whose weight has been report-
ed in the two lists (112 dirham = 2.8 kg). Nonetheless,
this massive golden bead is oddly mentioned in the re-
port of Desjardins in 1860 (“M. Mariette a trouvé aussi
le disque figuré, par un petit ballon d’or”) in order to
sustain the idea that the two lion pawns were intended
as a three-dimensional rendering of the praenomen of
Ahmose, Neb-pehty-re, with the golden ball-bead act-
ing for the sign “r7.%

In reverse, among the objects which entered Cairo as
part of the Ahhotep burial equipment as documented by
the Journal d’Entrée, four categories were unexpected-
ly not recorded in these two lists: the coffin (JE 4663),
the staff (JE 4671), the ring (JE 4724) and the nine axe
miniatures (JE 4715-23). The absence of the coffin is
almost expected since the lists aimed at inventorying
its contents and they were not intended to be an “ar-
chaeological report” of the find. The absence of the axe
miniatures and ring does not raise particular concerns
since, given their size, they could have gone easily un-
seen, probably included in some of the pendants of the
golden wesekh collar (JE 4725). Only the stick, which
measures 48 cm in height, is inexplicably missing from
the very accurate BIF lists.

Missing from the two inventory lists are also the
wooden box (JE 4731) and the four calcite jars (JE 4727-
4730), although they have been associated with Ahho-
tep burial assemblage since the beginning and recorded
in the IB/JE.>" One of the possible reasons for their ab-
sence from the BIF lists is given by the fact that these

3¢ DEssARDINS, RGA 18, 110. Cf. CoLELLA, “Queen Ahhotep’s
Lion Heads and the Inclusion of Gaming Pieces in the Funer-
ary Costumes of Second Intermediate Period-early Eighteenth
Dynasty”, in this volume.

37 See comments in MiNiact, “The Discovery of Queen Ahho-
tep’s Burial at Dra Abu el-Naga (Thebes) in the Nineteenth
Century AD: Between Tale and Archaeological Evidence”,
in this volume, p. 61.

lists were recording only the objects contained inside
the coffin. This would reinforce the idea that the original
source for these two inventory lists had been produced
at the moment of the opening of the coffin, making it
into a very formal and official procedure.

In conclusion, the content of these two lists overlaps
extremely well with the inventory of the queen’s assem-
blage drafted in the Inventaire de Boulag/Journal d’En-
trée registers, with only minor discrepancies. Therefore,
these two documents seem to faithfully reproduce what
was originally found in the Ahhotep coffin, being the
closest record to its official opening and packaging of
the objects for shipment to Cairo.*®
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any of the jewellery was lost, or that any of it was introduced

from other sources”, WINLOCK, JEA 10, 254.
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Table 2 — List of correspondence between the JE and the two lists of February 25

JE inv. no. Object Type Sequence Order Object Description (Arabic/French Lists)
Feb 25 Inventory
Lists
JE 4663 Coffin MISSING
JE 4664 Mirror Seq. 5 Golden mirror/Miroir en or
JE 4665 Dagger with straight grip Seq. 1 Dagger without a sheath, with a golden handle/Poignard
sans gaine, poignée en or
JE 4666 Dagger with human heads shaped grip | Seq. 2 Dagger with a golden sheath/"Poignard" en or avec sa
gaine
JE 4667 Dagger (only blade) Seq. 3 Small bayonet, gold/Pointes de piques en or
JE 4668 Dagger with discoid butt Seq. 3 Small bayonet, gold/Pointes de piques en or
JE 4669 Waggon miniature Seq. 6 Cart with four small wheels, gold/Charriot en or a 4 roues
JE 4670 Plaquette Seq. 17 (?) Pendants, of gold in the chest with golden cords (?)/Pecto-
raux en or avec une chaine en or
JE 4671 Stick MISSING
JE 4672 Fan Seq. 16 Wooden fan, whose foil is in gold/Un éventail en bois
plaqué d’or
JE 4673 Axe with Ahmose name/prenomen Seq. 4 Golden axe with wooden handle/Haches en or, manche en
bois
JE 4674 Axe in bronze Seq. 4 Golden axe with wooden handle/Haches en or, manche en
bois
JE 4675 Axe in silver Seq. 15 Axe, other type, gold/Haches en or d’une autre qualité
JE 4676 Axe in bronze (golden foil handle) Seq. 15 Axe, other type, gold/Haches en or d’une autre qualité
JE 4677 Axe (only blade) Seq. 19 <Objects> with the same shape of the axe/#4+a Piéces
ayant la forme d’une hache
JE 4678 Axe (only blade) Seq. 19 <Objects> with the same shape of the axe/Ata Pieces
ayant la forme d’une hache
JE 4679 Armlet with vulture Seq. 8 (?) Golden bracelets, other type/"Une paire de bracelets en or"
d’une autre qualité
JE 4680 Armlet with Ahmose cartouche Seq. 7 Bracelets with two figures, gold/Une paire de bracelets en
or avec une paire de figurines
JE 4681 Boat miniature in gold Seq. 21 A complete boat, with crew (?) that counts 12, gold/Une
barque en or avec 12 matelots en or (équipage compléte)
Seq. 23 (?) Small figures/Figurines
JE 4682 Boat miniature in silver Seq. 22 Another boat, gold, with the crew (?) that counts 10, jarab
(?)/"Une barque en or avec" 10 "matelots en or"
JE 4683 Pectoral with Ahmose name/prenomen | Seq. 17 Pendants, of gold in the chest with golden cords (?)/Pecto-
raux en or avec une chaine en or
JE 4684 Bracelet with Ahmose name/prenomen | Seq. 9 (?) "Golden bracelets, other type"/"Une paire de bracelets en
or d’une autre qualité"
JE 4685 Bracelet with Ahmose prenomen (*) Seq. 10 "Golden bracelets, other type"/"Une paire de bracelets en
or d’une autre qualité"
JE 4686 Bracelet with Ahmose name (*) Seq. 10 "Golden bracelets, other type"/"Une paire de bracelets en
or d’une autre qualité"
JE 4687 Bracelet with Ahmose prenomen Seq. 10 (?) "Golden bracelets, other type"/"Une paire de bracelets en
or d’une autre qualité"
JE 4688 Necklace ending with hemispherical Seq. 20 Golden cords (?), I large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-
beads dons en or
JE 4689 Necklace ending with hemispherical Seq. 20 Golden cords (?), 1 large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-

beads

dons en or
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JE inv. no. Object Type Sequence Order Object Description (Arabic/French Lists)
Feb 25 Inventory
Lists
JE 4690 Necklace Seq. 20 Golden cords (?), 1 large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-
dons en or
JE 4691 Necklace Seq. 20 Golden cords (?), 1 large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-
dons en or
JE 4692 Necklace ending with papyrus buttons, | Seq. 20 Golden cords (?), 1 large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-
in 5 pieces dons en or
JE 4693 Necklace ending with papyrus buttons, | Seq. 20 (?) Golden cords (?), 1 large, 2 of one type, 2 of another/Cor-
in 3 pieces dons en or
JE 4694 Necklace ending with flies Seq. 17 (?) Pendants, of gold in the chest with golden cords (?)/Pecto-
raux en or avec une chaine en or
JE 4695 Necklace with scarab Seq. 25 Cords (?) in the form of a scarab, gold/Chaine en or en bon
état
JE 4696 Bracelet in solid gold Seq. 27 (?) Golden bead, weight — 112 dirham/Grain d’or — 116
drahmes
JE 4697-4700 | Bracelet (*) Seq. 11 (?) Large bracelets, gold/"Une paire de bracelets en or"
grandes
JE 4701-4704 | Bracelet (#) Seq. 12 (?) Small "bracelets", gold/"Une paire de bracelets en or"
petites
JE 4705 Bracelet Seq. 18 Golden pieces that imitate bracelets/Pieces ayant la forme
de brasselet [sic]
JE 4706 Bracelet Seq. 18 Golden pieces that imitate bracelets/Piéces ayant la forme
de brasselet [sic]
JE 4707-4710 | Bracelet (°) Seq. 14 (?) "Bracelets, other type, gold", large/"Une paire de bracelets
en or" grandes
JE 4711-4712 | Bracelet () Seq. 13 (?) "Bracelets", other type, gold, small/"Une paire de bracelets
en or" d'une autre qualité
JE 4713 Lion head pawn in gold Seq. 24 Head of a small figure, gold/Tétes en or (petites)
JE 4714 Lion head pawn in copper Seq. 24 Head of a small figure, gold/Tétes en or (petites)
JE 4715-4717 | Axe miniature in gold (§) MISSING
JE 4718-4723 | Axe miniature in silver () MISSING
JE 4724 Ring Seq. 18 (?) Golden pieces that imitate bracelets/Piéces ayant la forme
de brasselet [sic]
JE 4725 Wesekh collar Seq. 26 Cords, gold, that counts 12 and they weight — 136 dirham/
Morceaux d’une chaine en or — 136 drahmes
Seq. 28 (?) Beads striped in gold, without weighing, counts 2/"Grain"
de pierre raittée “rayée” en or
JE 4725.20 Wesekh collar —Box containing beads Seq. 31 (?) A broken wooden lid, wrapped with gold, and its weight
with the scrap becomes (?) beads (?)/Couvercle “en bois™
cassé revétu de-ptagies-d’or
JE 4726 Kohl jar Seq. 30 Wooden kohl tube, marble (?)/Tube ### de cohol en marbre
JE 4727 Toilet jar MISSING
JE 4728 Toilet jar MISSING
JE 4729 Toilet jar MISSING
JE 4730 Toilet jar MISSING
JE 4731 Wooden box MISSING
JE 4732 Headrest Seq. 29 Wooden pillow/Chevet en bois

Table 2 = List of correspondence between the objects recorded in the JE and those listed in the two manuscripts of
February 25" (Arabic and French lists)
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