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Abstract

Women, Power, and Resistance in Post-revolutionary Iran answers to the question
as to how Iranian women have resisted against power structures and relations of
Islamism. It challenges the majority of development approaches and discourses
towards women’s empowerment in Islamic societies considering them as de-con-
textualized attitudes, which are mostly unable to analyze irreversibility of power
relations in Islamic societies and hence to recommend enduring mechanisms of
women’s empowerment. The book suggests that every approach towards empow-
erment should consider the socio-political context of power relations as well as
the methods and mechanisms of resistance that women undertake in specific con-
texts.

The author suggests that in post-revolutionary Iran Islamism should be considered
as the main power apparatus and discourse and investigates the background of
gender attitudes of Islamist discourses in pre-revolutionary Iran. She shows that
Islamism was not a monolithic discourse and in different phases depending on the
political situation Islamists took various positions towards women'’s presence in so-
ciety and their participation in socio-political processes. Therefore, contrary to this
widespread belief maintain that Iranian women cooperated with Islamists in disem-
powering themselves, the experiences of women manifest that in fact the contrary
is true. The collaboration of the majority of women with Islamists especially at the
time of the Iranian revolution of 1979 was due to egalitarian attitudes of them,
which were deeply different from what happened after the revolution.

In post-revolutionary Iran Islamism became a main apparatus for suppression of
women. However, women have never stopped resisting against Islamism. Drawing
on field research and women'’s experiences, the author explores resistance and em-
powerment of women against Islamism. She shows that not only secular women,
but also religious women have by all means resisted against Islamism. These resist-
ances have taken three main forms depending on different socio-political circum-
stances: politics of presence, silent protest, and collective actions in socio-political
movements. Whereas not all of these actions were empowering for women, socio-
political movements and participations seems to be the most empowering experi-
ence for women according to the findings. Along with resisting actions, there have
been resisting discourses to which women resorted to challenge Islamism and make
up actions. The discourses of resistance in post-revolutionary Iran include religious
egalitarianism and feminism.



About the Author
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PhD in Political Thought from Tarbiat Mo-
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