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Outline
• Globalized society

• Global Digital Humanities

• Centralized or regional organization

• Mainland China

• Localization

• Positionality statement: 
our paper reflects our academic training and experience of working in UK 
and Chinese contexts, and our reflection on this position



Questions rather than answers

• Dialogue and dialectic method

• What are our assumptions?

• Similarities and differences?

• Global community?

• How do we situate mainland China?

• What is the unique ‘flavour’ of DH in mainland China?



Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Applications-internet.svg

Global 
connectivity?



Global and Globalized Society
• Blurred boundaries between work and home
• Private and public spheres overlap
• Constantly connected via smart phone
• Illusion of connectivity
• Focus on the technology not the communication

• Genuine global connections?
• Separated ：

• Culturally
• Linguistically 
• Regionally 
• By time zone 



Digital Humanities context?
• Humanities?
• Study of the human condition
• What it is to be human
• Object of study: the entire human record, from prehistory to the present.

• Necessarily varied: culture, language, location 

• Digital Humanities?
• Computational work in the humanities

• Partnership between humanities and technology

• Thinking with and against the machine



DH development in China and West

• Differences in Humanities data
• Differences in approach

• Technological challenges of Sinitic language
• OCR: Optical Character Recognition 
• Word segmentation
• These difficulties not unique to East Asia

• Scriptio continua / capitalis quadrata  
• Indian sub-continent (Hindi/Punjabi)



DH Knowledge Production China and West

• Areas of study/research
• Moving away from text-based studies
• Where text is source data, working in different ways

• Visualizing / modelling data
• Linked and Open Data - ‘Smart Data’

• Both use mixed methods
• Quantitative and qualitative 

• Linguistic
• Preponderance (hegemony) of English language
• Pressure to publish in English – also true in East Asia
• Distorts metrics



Trace development 

• Projects

• Events

• Both China and the West















Digital Humanities Forum PKU   
2016 PKU Forum 2019

PKU Forum 2018



First China National Digital Humanities Conference



CDH 2020:
Establishment 
Ceremony of 
Digital 
Humanistic 
Institutions
Alliance



Different models for DH activities?

• Different institutions / different models

• No one size fits all.



Some variant western models
• UK DH centres

• As departments: Dept of DH at King’s College London

• DH network spanning several department: University of Glasgow

• Virtual DH centre that cross departments and faculties: UCLDH

• Grown and developed from the library but with organisation status of a department: DHI at 
Sheffield  

• USA DH centres
• Nebraska-Lincoln: a joint initiative of Libraries and Arts and Sciences

• The Maryland Institute for Technology in the Humanities (MITH) is jointly supported by the 
College of Arts and Humanities and the Libraries

• The Scholars Lab, at the University of Virginia: UVA Library’s community lab



Digital Humanities Centres in China

• Wuhan 2011 
• Nanjing 2017 
•

•

• Research centres 
• Shanghai Library 
• Peking University 
• Many others 

•
•

•

• Zhejiang University



Centralized organization?
• ADHO: Alliance of Digital Humanities Organizations

• Global Outlook::Digital Humanities (GO::DH)
• Multi-Lingualism and Multi-Culturalism committee

• Regional: characteristics, (‘flavour’) of the region
• RedDH, EADH, UK-Ireland

• Linguistic: relating to language 
• Humanistica, Digital Humanities im deutschsprachigen raum

• A combination of these to capture the varieties?

• What would be best in mainland China?



Language
• Preponderance of English language
• Pressure to publish in English
• SSCI / CSI / A&HCI – Web of Science Clarivate analytics 

WoS Clarivate 
• Reinforces a western perspective 

• The medium we work and correspond in also has language bias

• Insufficiency of software for supporting non-English languages 

• Tools and computer systems are dominated by US-English

• ASCII, HTML, XML, UNICODE, QWERTY keyboard
• ICANN, W3C



Bias in the machine

• Generic DH methods
• Data models
• Data sets
• Tools  
• Cultural and socio-economic environments

• Dependence on standardized commercial platforms

• Lack of software to support non-English languages
• Underrepresentation of ethnic minorities 



'the over-representation of US and UK Humanities titles [as counted in major indices such as 
Scopus and Web of Science] will always support arguments in favor of using English as the lingua 
franca, and the misrepresentation of knowledge production and geopolitical imbalance will 
continue to thrive.'      (Fiormonte (2015) Towards monoculture (digital) humanities?)

Bias in the language of publication



(Fiormonte (2015) Towards monoculture (digital) humanities?)

Bias in the language of publication



We are looking for more 
partners in China and 
East Asia and 
particularly with a view 
to expanding the 
number of publication 
languages. 

Contact the speakers if 
you wish to be put in 
touch.

https://programminghistorian.org



Localization
• Multilingual DH?
• More than just language
• Software and tools
• Cultural diversity
• Variations and expectation 
• Need for diverse epistemological system to support and enhance discourse

• Need for global infrastructure for DH scholarly practice 

• Regional hubs with local expressions of scholarship?



Mainland China
• What is the voice of DH in mainland China? 
• What is unique to DH here?
• How might that be used?
• Collect together the diversity of cultural heritage objects scattered globally 

• Central focal point for Sinology & Sinitic databases

• Build understanding of Chinese cultural context in Sinitic research

• Digital Sinology 

• What is the story China can relate?  



Conclusion

• What is the story that China can relate? 

• What is exceptional and specific to mainland China?

• Create a unique position within the global DH community

• How might we describe the ‘flavour’ of DH here in the mainland?

• What is the distinctive ‘flavour’ of DH research in mainland China?
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