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EUGENICS AND THE SCHOOL.

I.—BioLoGICAL.
By Dz. J. W. SLAUGHTER.

Eugenics is defined in the minutes of the Senate of the
University of London as ‘‘ the study of agencies under
social control that may improve or impair the racial
qualities of future generations either physically or men-
tally.” It being thus admitted into the sacred fellow-
ship of academic sciences one may consider that nothing
more is required for its full and final establishment except
the sanction of the public. The usual method of obtain-
ing this sanction 1s, of course, the utilisation of the
Press, but since for special reasons it is desirable that
the subject should be understood as well as sanctioned,
the only serviceable method is to obtain the interest and
assistance of teachers. The science in reality defines a
new department of education which differs from the
other departments chiefly by reason of the fact that it
has some more definite relation to future good. How it
is to be taught constitutes the unenvied task of the second
part of this paper, the concern here is to ascertain what

II.—EDUCATIONAL.

By Mr. JOHN RUSSELL
(Headmaster of the Hampstead School of the King Alfred School Society).

Dr. Slaughter writes as a biologist. I write as a
schoolmaster. I address myself to schoolmasters and
mistresses of all ages and of all standings; and I plead
for their goodwill and good offices in this difficult bit of
education. Education, because education fosters the
growth of the whole child into the whole man or the
whole woman; difficult, because we have been taught
that it is unbecoming to talk openly of the sovereign
element in human lile and the ruling factor in human
progress. Sex and the sex-relation, like most other
human matters, have their personal and their social
aspects.  Open discussion of sex-personalities is an
outrageous intrusion; open discussion of sex-socialities
(if T may venture on such a word) is, in the opinion of
many thinkers, one of the most pressing needs of our
time.

I do not forget that the schoolmaster is only one of
many influences in the education of a child. School, in
the biggest sense, is the total environment; and teachers,
in the biggest sense, include every element of human
intercourse (to say nothing of non-human) from the
rough-and-ready practice of home and school and shop
to the elaborated idealism of pulpit, press and parlia-
ment. We are such stuff as the world makes of us.
And as the world makes our environment, so the world
has made our heredity, inasmuch as heredity is but the
ultimate outcome of a long series of adaptations. Every




2. Journal of Experimental Pedagogy and
Training College Record 1911-1922 (Ed. J. A. Green)

Education would “approximate a science ... where actual
facts can be obtained instead of suppositions, where an
experiment can supply evidence on a problem ... and

where, in all such cases, statistics and experiments must

be used.”

Spearman, Charles. ‘The Way to Develop Experimental Pedagogy’. Journal of
Experimental Pedagogy & Training College Record 1 (1911): 1-3, 1.

THE WAY TO DEVELOP EXPERIMENTAL
PEDAGOGY.
By Dr. C. SPEARMAN,
Reader in Experimental Psychology, University College, London

THE present number of this journal issues under new direction and
a new name. This re-baptism may be taken as an outward sign of
spiritual re-birth.

In embarking upon such an important enterprise, we ought to be
very careful that we choose the right route. Voices are still raised in
various quarters to warn us that experimental pedagogy has not yet
“found itself.” And certainly, there are at least two rival conceptions
as to its proper function. According to the one, it should rest above
all things upon common sense; it should use, not pedantic jargon, but
plain, good English; it should follow, not idle theory, but real experi-
ence: it should make tests not phantastically artificial, but thoroughly
practical. But according to the other theory, it should be essentially
founded on scientific psychology; ordinary language, it is urged, is
“plain " to the layman, only because he is untrained in discriminating
dangerous equivocalities; right theory is not the absence of experience,
but the refinement of it; practicality is not gained but lost by striving
for it prematurely. In this sense we may take the remarks of
Dr. Myers at the recent meeting of the British Association, when he
strongly advocated that scientific investigation presupposes scientific
training, and that “mental tests” in lay hands would only lead to
fallacious results and discredit of science.

To resolve this conflict of views is just now of considerable
urgency. Lnergetic activity is developing all over the country,-to
make amends for past dilatoriness; committees are gathering in con-
sultation; money is being raised, and plans organized. It will be
serious enough, if later it should turn out that most of this is being
diverted into useless and dangerous channels.

IFortunately, we possess, at any rate with regard to the common
sense conception, plenty of good evidence as to how it actually pans
out. Itappears to have been put into practice at every age, and in almost
all countries, whether in support of theoretical speculations, or in opposi-
tion to them. And at no age have such efforts been more frequent, and
their results more easily estimated, than at present. Almost always,
they have proved wonderfully freshening both for the teachers and the
teaching ; new interest has been stimulated ; new energy aroused ; and
new appreciation created. Further, they often appear to have originated
distinct improvements of method, either sloughing off obsolete formali-
ties, or introducing useful novelties. On the other hand, while admitting
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3. Forum of Education 1923-1930 (Ed. C. W. Valentine)

Breakdown of articles in the Forum
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4. British Journal of Educational Psychology (1931 -)
(Ed. C. W. Valentine until 1956)

C. W. Valentine, ‘The Future of “The Forum of Education
(November 1930): 161-62.
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