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% DNA shared Relationship

100% Identical twins

50% Parent/child, Full siblings

25% Grandparent/grandchild, aunt-or-uncle/niece-or-
nephew, half-siblings, double first cousins

12.5% First cousins, great-grandparent/great-grandchild, 
great-uncle or aunt/great-nephew or niece, half-
uncle or aunt/half-nephew or niece

6.25% First cousins once removed, half first cousins, great-
great-grandparent/great-great-grandchild, great-
great-aunt/uncle, half great-aunt/uncle, double 
second cousins





Relative matching - AncestryDNA







➢Donor-conceived individuals can now take a DNA test to search 
for their biological parent(s)

➢Donors can take a DNA test to search for their offspring

➢Recipient parents can test their child to identify the donor and 
their child’s half-siblings

➢Donor origins can be unexpectedly revealed

➢Donors can have their anonymity breached

➢The donor does not need to be in the database to be identified

➢The donor-conceived person does not need to be in the 
database to be identified

Implications for donor conception



➢ 312 donor-conceived people aged  
15-74 from 15 different countries 
including Australia, South Africa, 
Belgium, Norway and the UK. 
Majority from the US and Canada.

➢ 37% learnt of their donor origins 
from a commercial DNA test. Of 
these 84% were born before 1990

➢ 55% of respondents said they have 
successfully identified their donor 
through DNA testing

www.wearedonorconceived.com/uncategorized/we-are-donor-conceived-2019-survey-results
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DNA = Donors Not Anonymous

➢Whose responsibility is it to provide support and 
counselling for all parties affected?

➢How do we protect and respect the privacy and 
wishes of all the parties involved and their family 
members?

➢What are the responsibilities of the fertility sector?

➢Is there a need for changes in existing legislation?

➢Is it time for a new paradigm?



The End
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