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Figure 1: PRISMA diagram showing flow of information through the different phases of a 

systematic review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12843 records identified 
through database searching 

4 additional records identified 
through other sources 

10064 records after duplicates 
removed 

10068 records screened 9852 records excluded 

216 full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility 

178 full-text articles excluded 

Reason for exclusion: 

Conference abstract/full text 
not available (n=4) 

Not empirical (e.g. position 
piece) (n=19) 

Not specific to autism (n=9) 

Not focused on service 
experience (n=64) 

Not focused on mental health 
(n=46) 

Focused on children, not adults 
(n=15) 

No qualitative element (n=21) 

38 studies included in the 
meta-synthesis  
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