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1. Introduction

The transition from further to higher education can be a daunting time for students and there are many challenges associated with this transition (Coertjens et
al., 2017). The literature has demonstrated that preparation prior to arrival at university is a key step. Methebula (2015) suggested that open days for students
who have accepted an offer played a pivotal role in students’ expectations and understanding of the degree programme. Raacke and Bonds-Raacke (2015)
demonstrated that social networking with their cohort before arriving at university was beneficial as students who engaged more online needed less adjustment
to their new academic environment. A later study (van Herpen et al., 2017) demonstrated that “pre-university effort and pre-university academic self-efficacy
both positively correlated with academic success.”

On listening to our current students’ concerns about the volume of information given during induction week, we decided that a pre-university welcome Moodle
page would help new students on their journey to higher education. This poster outlines our approach to designing the page and shows the initial student
feedback from the pilot study during its first year of use. - ~

2. Page Sections

Welcome! Key Information FAQ Have Your Say Your First Year | Virtual Tour Pre-Reading Revision Resources Practice Assignments Laboratory Introduction

eyondexams | Justor Fum Sections were chosen based on a survey of staff and current students.
UCL Chemistry Undergraduate Welcome Page - Welcome page (Fig. 1) and video (Fig. 2).
The aim of this page is to introduce you to the UCL Depar‘tmenlt of Chemistry and give you some pre-reading and reviSIEGn. Itis therefore aimed not only at students registered on Chemistry ® Key information:

programmes, but also students on Natural Science, Biology, BASC, etc. programmes, who will be taking chemistry modules.

You will get the most out of this page if you register using your UCL 15D login details, as they will give you full access to all the page's resources.

First things first, have a look at the welcome video below (3 min 25 s, closed captions and transcript available on Youtube via the video below). — D e pa rtm e nta I i nfo rm ati O n a n d p ro Ced u reS .
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There is lots of support in this department and there are links on this Moodle page to

— Student We”being' Figure 2: Welceo screenshot.
Welco to the * Information about a typical first-year experience. . "reet ssemsa crenity
Depame nt of _ Term dates. e e T
Cl’l&"‘liSth! — Options (Fig. 3). 'S ctmien orgmi
— Example timetables. | N o,
- Virtual tour of the department (Fig. 4). s s
Figure 1: The home screen of the Moodle page.
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Figure 3: Module choice graphic.

..  Pre-reading (e-texts on Bibliotech, Fig. 5).
3. Participants

Users of the welcome page were surveyed anonymously at the beginning of

+ Revision resources:

term (n = 60). — Quizzes with substantial feedback (Fig. 7).
(a) Pre-university qualifications (b) Main programme of study * Practice assignments:
International Baccalaureate  Advanced Biology — Getting students accustomed to using Moodle.
16 (26.7%) Placement 32 (53.3%) : :
2 (3.3%) ' - Laboratory induction:
Natural : : : .
Soiamens — Videos on how we run our labs (Fig. 6). Figure 4: 3D virtual tour.
A-levels Other 9 (15%) Chem|st . L I I I I . .
. ry ab technique simulations for practice
36 (60%) 6 (10%) 19 (31.7%) g p Inorganlc Chemlstry
Learning Science). |« iile N —
(c) Age and gender (d) Nationality ( | J ) Sc'ence N Simple pondine 5 &
30 - - . Turkey [ ° Informatlon on extra_cu rrlcular aCtIVItIeS Read Chapter 1 of M. J. Winter, Chemical Bonding, 2" edition, Oxford
] 18 +9 =27 n = 60, 8 did not answer Spain |_] Category Freq. % Chemistry Primers (OUP), 2016.
95 Bl Male (n = 14) Singapore |_] _ o _ - |
] I Female (n = 38) MPIOIan-d % UK 14 23.3 ~ | | Use this to revise simple bonding schemes. This will help you in your
. alaysia ' CHEMO0005 Chemical Foundations lectures in inorganic chemistry.
20 - Kenya| | EU 12  20.0
g ) Can'éﬂi% International 30 50.0 Figure 5: Pre-reading example (Bibliotech).
S 151 S Banzf;gzgﬁ% Not defined 4 6.7 |
Lq,_: ] § Thailand | ] Question 3 3-ethy|t:::_|uene [3-et.h3,rl-1 -meth}rlbeqzene} is a component of petrol. It undergoes complete
10 _ Soult?l‘:)rljl(;r;ﬁg % Not complete combustion according to the following equation:
] Lithuania [ ’f;af::::::jn CHy,( YD+ 0,( v)-— co,( v)+ H,0( 7))
3} - Tj’eie;nslzt:)ajgg % | A — Balance the equation and complete the symbols for the matters of state.
] nited Kingdom ' il — Eheck
] China We provide you with a pair of lab specs during induction week or you can get them
0 17 18 19 20 21 29 0 ' é ' "‘- ' é ' é ' 1'0 ' 1'2 ' 1'4 ' 1'6 ' 118 ' 20 from the lab technicians as you come to the lab. |
Age (Years) Frequency . Figure 6: Lab intro video screenshot. Figure 7: Revision quiz question, hosted on Moodle. y
Figure 8: Participants’ backgrounds.
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4. Results 5. Conclusions & Outlook
B e e Responses to a questionnaire at the beginning of term 1 There was a modest increase in confidence
L aboratory induction videos 57 83 32 (n = 60) were compared to those from a questionnaire at with workload and reduction in anxiety
Revision quiz feedback 52 10 0 38 — ' _ i C : : .
Video on taking notes = s = the end of term 1 (n = 34) using a Mann-Whitney U test. (although p = 1 for distributions being similar).
Revision resources 60 13 27 i : : : : i : -
Pre-reading 5 2 25 VLT @RI CI 1D Sl Wl | &l EIIILS E1oBUI 7 (TS £ Lessons learnt from student feedback:
Selfelee e 25 >3 5 28 the workload at university. university. |
Virtual tour 20 17 0 43 20] p=0760 = 282 0] p=0.825 — * A more course-like structure and/or more
"Your First Year" tab 55 80 37 8 ; 3o 4 : : 35.3 5.3 ifinati i hel tudents bett
Forlims 25 30 3 42 D 30 4 30 L 30 4 gam| ication wi e p stuaents petier
FAQ Section 48 28 § 22 S ] Lo o 21.7 enagaae with the material
"Key Information" tab 70 20 78 é 20_5 13_317'6 s _ 20_5 o e 15 g 9a9 .
Plagnostic quiz 63 BB 2104 , 59 50 F 109 & 50 | | * More careful thought needs to be put into
Welcome video 47 28 5 20 E E E . o
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il ot % Responses (n = 60) disagres e IEEEEE agree number of international students, such as
Positive Neutral Negative Did Not Use (N/A) Beginning of Term 1 End of Term 1 . . . .
details on how university works in the UK.
5 Figure 9: Responses to “| found [facility] useful”. Figure 10: Impact on confidence and anxiety. E
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