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Abstract

This research focuses on the urban transformation of Tirana, the capital of Albania, 
following the end of the communist regime in the early 1990s. While rapid urbanization 
fuelled by mass migration from the countryside to cities is commonly observed in many 
East European countries Albania’s post-socialist urban form has been strongly influenced 
by the dramatic upheaval in land ownership that has taken place in the context of an in-
adequately developed legal system and involved the systematic appropriation of open 
space by developers. The impact of this urbanisation on Albanian society has been pro-
found, but currently there are no systematic studies of the morphological processes that 
have transformed Albanian cities. This paper begins the process of addressing this defi-
ciency. It identifies four distinctive patterns of informal growth in contemporary Tirana. 
The variety of post-socialist urban transformation morphologies can tell us much about 
the particular nature of urban growth in Albania under conditions of unrestrained, loosely 
regulated, development. The paper draws on the Tirana case study to comment on 
the nature of social change in the Albanian context, and the way in which ‘planned 
’and ‘unplanned’ urban environments have contributed to the emergence of distinctive 
modes of urban life. Conzenian and space syntax approaches provide the methodo-
logical basis for morphological research into Tirana’s post-socialist built environment. The 
configurational data is mapped to geo-referenced datasets of Tirana at the building 
scale, including details of building age and legal status. An initial survey of land uses is 
done for the case study areas. This integrated methodology is intended to help elucidate 
both the morphological dynamics of post-socialist Tirana and the broader implications of 
this urban transformation for Albanian society.
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Introduction

This paper focuses on post socialist urban developments within the urban area of Ti-
rana, compromising of the area within the ‘yellow line’- that is the administrative bound-
ary of the Municipality of Tirana. A comparative analysis is made between two periods: 
a) Tirana’s built form from 1992 to 2007 and, b) socialist era developments 1945-1991. The 
paper focuses on describing Tirana’s morphological evolution pre- and post- 1992, in or-
der to identify organisational typologies and assess how far these ideas can be explained 
by contrasting ideologies of governance during these periods.

Tirana, was until relatively recently, a small town. It became a city in 1921 when it 
was also named the capital of Albania. Since then there have been three distinct ideo-
logically influenced urbanization periods in Tirana: a) the pre-war period 1921-1945 which 
was mainly influenced by Italian architectural style and planning model; b) socialist era 
development 1945-1991 influenced by Soviet architecture and planning practices and 
c) post-socialist development from 1992 a period characterized by unregulated urban 
expansion and illegal construction. Table 1 shows how these distinct ideological periods 
are associated with distinctive character and architectural styles.

Conceptualising post-socialist development

During the Soviet period of hegemony in Eastern Europe, Hamilton et al. (2005: 42) 
argue that urbanisation is attributed on the one hand to inherited urban patterns and on 
the other hand to different types of economies and cultures. “Socialist” cities changed 
radically through the construction of new housing estates whilst in city centres far less 
physical change occurred than in cities of similar size in western countries with market 
economies (Ibid: 40). After the fall of totalitarian regimes all across socialist Eastern Eu-
rope a capitalist city model emerged (Ibid: 71). The changes leading to the dissolution 
of the socialist city model, initiated partly by the state, partly by the market, and partly 
by unplanned development processes, occurred in different forms across the Eastern 
European countries (Ibid: 71). Research has suggested that there is no single post-socialist 
transformation model but a range of analogous cases bearing general trends (Stanilov, 
2007, Nase and Ocakçi, 2010, Tsenkova et al., 2009,). In south-eastern Europe a particular 
form of urbanisation process has been proposed. Scholars have used various metaphors 
to refer to this process” “Balkanization” (Hirt, 2012), “Turbo-urbanism” (Jovanović Weiss, 
2006) and “Turbo-architecture” (Jovanović Weiss, 2006). These metaphors reflect cultural 
dispositions expressed through spatial outcome; such terms directly associate to geo-
graphical context and cultural characteristics of the Balkan region.

In the early 1990s ‘informal development’ was the common denominator of spatial 
evolution across the post-socialist Balkan Peninsula. There is much insightful research 
about informal development and urban sprawl, particularly focusing on large scale re-
gional case studies. However, at the micro scale this process is still under researched 
(Neuwirth, 2005, Huchzermeyer and Karam, 2006, Stanilov, 2007). Relevant literature on 
informality Besussi et al., (2010: 21) defines urban sprawl as ‘low density development 
with a segregation of uses’. Yet, as Batty et al., (2004) argue there is no firm definition of 
what other land use characteristics must be existent for a development to be classified 
as sprawl. As an alternative conceptual frame for sprawl, ‘informality’ tends to be cat-
egorized as a land use problem and thus often ‘managed through attempts to restore 
order’ (Roy, 2005: 155). Sometimes though, it is simply considered easier to define sprawl 
by what is not rather than the other way around (Ewing, 2008). Besussi et al. (2010: 17) 
state that when defining sprawl the arguments conflict with each other on almost eve-
rything, from their conception and rationale through to the measurement of sprawl. Of 
particular interest in terms of this paper’s argument is that informality as a process, and 
sprawl as an outcome are associated with modes of human settlement that occur out-
side of formal legal structures and processes (Porter et al., 2011, Dovey, 2012, Longley et 
al., 1991). As systematic studies on informal settlements have shown, cities are built from 
informal processes as much as formal ones (Dovey and King, 2011). For instance, the 
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medieval fragments of many European cities are amongst the oldest of informal settle-
ments in time (Dovey and King, 2011: 12). Dastidar argues that regardless of the level of 
irregularity in the their structures, the basis of spatial practice in society remains the same 
and it doesn’t differentiate whether it is in formal organized blocks or the informal settle-
ments (Dastidar, 2007: 4). Understanding spatial form and practice is important, in par-
ticular when dealing with complex phenomena att multiple scales such as characterise 
informality. However, what Dastidar suggests is that discourse on urbanism may help in 
developing new paradigms for dealing with informality (Ibid, 2007: 5).

Table 1. Ideological and architectural perdiodization of Tirana’s development since 1921. Source: 
ALUIZNI, 2015, Aliaj, 2003, INSTAT, 2001.
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This paper focuses on post-socialist urban development starting around the last dec-
ade of the 20th century. In Albania the process of illegal construction started in early 1992 
straight after the collapse of Hoxha’s socialist dictatorship (Aliaj et al., 2004, Felstehausen, 
1999). Privatization and the occupation of land and buildings opened the city to rapid 
development, heavy traffic, and booming construction of shops, houses, and squatter 
settlements (Felstehausen, 1999: iv). The 2001 PHC showed that 65% of the total migrants 
shifted towards the capital from all around the country (INSTAT, 2001) as a consequence 
Tirana’s metropolitan area almost tripled its population from 225,000 to 600,000 inhabit-
ants (Felstehausen, 1999). All across the country, during the early years of post-socialist 
urbanisation, there was a marginalization of architects and Town Planning Institutions 
(Aliaj et al., 2004) leaving the process of planning and design in the ‘hands’ of the inhab-
itants. In contrast to other countries in the region, in Albania almost the entire dwelling 
stock built during these early years of transition was “self-made” a term used to describe 
informality and informal settlements by UNECE (Tsenkova et. al., 2009) in their report on 
Informal Settlements in Southeast Europe. 

Research of post-socialist urban development in Eastern Europe reflects that most 
post-socialist urban development trends share similarities with western European devel-
opments. However, studies so far exclude Albanian and some ex-Yugoslavian cities from 
this tendency, as their post-socialist urbanization process was different if compared to all 
the other eastern European models (Hamilton et. al., 2005: 74). Albanian cities faced a 
quick transition from the socialist to an unregulated “developing countries” city-develop-
ment model (Ibid, 2005: 73). During the post-socialist era there have been limited formal 
capital investments, especially during the first decade of transition. By contrast, there 
have been significant investments by the Albanian population in the illegal construction 
of commercial and residential property (Pojani, 2013, Hamilton et. al, 2005). Albania’s de-
velopment of a free-market economy led to the dissolution of all previous types of public 
control without the introduction of new types of formal control over the land market, 
planning and building process. This lack of regulation led to densification concentrated 
in central areas and sprawl outside the centres. 

Methodological Approach 

This section outlines two methodological approaches that inform our research into 
the post-socialist transformation of Tirana. The study of urban form, often referred to as 
urban morphology, features a number of different perspectives. One method that has 
attracted increasing interest since the early 1980s (though it has a much longer gene-
alogy) is Conzenian plan analysis (Whitehand, 2007: ii). The methodology for the study 
area in Tirana is informed by the three morphological levels of Conzenian analyses: the 
town plan, or ground plan (comprising the site, streets, plots and block plans of the build-
ings); building fabric (the three dimensional form); land and building utilization (Conzen, 
1960,1968, (Whitehand, 2001, 2007). The concept of ‘morphogenetic priority’ will be ex-
plored to provide understanding of lifespan of the elements that form complexes as con-
tributors to the landscape – which are ground plan, land and building utilization, buildings 
(Whitehand, 2007: 6).  Evidence presented in this paper relates to the first of these. During 
the last years of the twentieth century Conzen’s ideas and perspective were taken up 
widely, possibly due to versatility of how these notions could be applied to both specific 
and more general case studies. An interesting notion of the Conzenian research is the 
‘neighbour effect’, which explores the spatial relationship between physical changes to 
dwelling houses at a plot scale (Whitehand, 2001: 107). This notion will be used to rational-
ize post-socialist development at a fine scale throughout the case study areas. 

The second methodology used to inform this research is Space syntax theory. Space 
syntax (Hillier and Hanson 1984, Hillier et al. 1976) argues that morphological arrange-
ments contain social information. Hillier and Hanson (1984: 55-66) develop this idea using 
the notion of the ‘beady ring’, that is a spatio-temporal unfolding of a simple local rule. 
‘Beady ring’ is formed as a result of generative process which bears a number of formal 
properties. The ‘beady ring’ concept is applied to help to understand how local, informal 
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processes encode social rules and to enquire what this might mean for the development 
of Tirana in different ideological periods. The local rule is consistent with prevailing social 
and cultural norms and can therefore be regarded as phenotypical and as settlements 
grow global genotypes emerge (Ibid, 1984: 55-66). This research is pitched at understand-
ing the process through which, and the extent to which, the range of phenotypical (local 
rules) in Tirana emerge as genotypical forms of relation at the, global, urban scale.

 Regardless of the significant differences between these two research traditions, the 
value of promoting a dialogue has been acknowledged by previous studies (Larkham 
,2006, Griffiths et al., 2010). This research endorses a combined approach of these two 
methodologies. On one hand noting the Conzenian concern for the historicity and ma-
teriality of urban form, on the other hand space syntax’s emphasis on how emergent 
spatial arrangements are also patterns of social information.

Changes of human circulation, land use and building form can give a more accu-
rate insight of how urban form in regard the block as a structure is altered over time. It 
is interesting to consider these evolutions at two scales; at individual plot scale; and at 
block scale. Morphological studies have acknowledged (Maitland, 1984, Siksna, 1997, 
Hillier, 1999) the importance of the block as a fundamental element of the physical struc-
ture of urban areas, in both planned and unplanned settlements (Siksna, 1997). Sikna’s 
approach demonstrates that certain block forms and dimensions perform better than 
others in terms of adapting to past and present development requirements; his findings 
suggest that initial block forms and sizes lead to predictable outcomes in successive de-
velopment (Ibid, 1997: 19). For instance, his research claims that in case of incompatibili-
ties between plot size and building form the issue can be resolved either by developing 
new building forms in response to constraints posed by plots, or by creating plots through 
subdivision or merging in response to required building form (Ibid, 1997: 29), This will be 
considered in the Albanian context where post-socialist development transformed exist-
ing block structures and at the same time led to the creation of new blocks with a wide 
range of sizes and form. In the context of Tirana, this research takes into consideration 
the specificities of different cultural, social and economic forms have in common when 
seen from a spatial point of view. To represent the post-socialist urban evolution in Tirana, 
figure ground analysis has been integrated to the final analyses in order to graphically 
testify development patterns -which then are compared to the socialist built form. 

Due to its complex nature, sprawl presents a challenge to traditional analytical meth-
ods and requires an interdisciplinary approach in terms of methodology in order to derive 
a coherent description of patterns and trends of urbanization (Besussi et al., 2010: 29). It 
is important to apprehend cities simultaneously as spatial entities and social dimensions. 
This paper asks what distinctive morphological patterns of growth characterize post-so-
cialist Tirana and how we can understand these patterns both as a spatial and social 
phenomena?

Identifying morphological patterns in post-socialist Tirana

An essential element of the morphogenetic approach from its early days was the 
mapping of the different physical forms within urban areas (Whitehand, 2007). Urban 
morphologists Birkhamshaw and Whitehand emphasise the fact that the recognition and 
delimitation of various types of urban form are fundamental in morphological studies 
(Birkhamshaw and Whitehand, 2012). The evidence presented in this paper seeks to elu-
cidate on the morphological evolution of the post socialist urban forms in Tirana. In this 
context, raising the question of differences in development patterns between these two 
periods; in terms of ideology and architectural language in Tirana since 1990. During the 
initial phase of this process, importance was given to establishing criteria for the selec-
tion of the case studies. To achieve this first, the most recent aerial map of Tirana was put 
in GIS platform superimposed with the geo-referenced built form and road network. All 
the data was acquired from the institutions that produced these ‘official’ data as three 
separate layers. Second, the distinctive patterns were identified and cross checked with-
in the case study areas and across the city in a heuristic process. Third, a series of case 
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Table 2. The four principal morphological patterns of post-socialist urban development in Tirana.
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Case study 1 - Figure 2.
This area can be categorized as heterogeneous. The built form and land uses varies 

hugely within the blocks. The ground floor of the buildings over time has often lost its resi-
dential function in order to gain new functions; mainly shops, cafés and services. Another 
characteristic of this area is that on a considerable amount of buildings new extension were 
built, from the ground floor to the top floor, changing not only the buildings footprint but al-
lowing a varying amount of two- and three dimensional changes to happen. For instance, 
one building that had only one access point or connection with the street now has four or 
five connections to the street. Additionally, this led to the creation of new alleyways often 
not longer than 5 to 7 metres to facilitate the new functionality which made the building 
itself accessible from more than one edge of the facade. These extensions –even though 

Figure 2. Case study 1.
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only at a minimal ratio- have also been added to the top floors of the pre- 1992 buildings. 
Another distinct development pattern is that of infill, where vast public spaces where trans-
formed to accommodate single family in dwellings or several families in high rise apartment 
blocks. All the post-1992 transformations have led to the fragmentation or separation of 
existing blocks, recreating the way these blocks work, the way they connect to each other 
and the way they can be accessed and moved through. These patterns of development 
are significant in shedding light on what this research aims to understand: the morphologi-
cal evolution of the urban grid with particular interest in the consequences land use change 
and built form development brings to existing blocks. In this case study from the four identi-
fied patterns the most predominant pattern are ‘Pattern 1’ and ‘Pattern 2’.

Case study 2 - Figure 3.
Is one of the largest post-industrial sites in Tirana. Previously, the ‘Kombinati’ area host-

ed the biggest textile industry in Albania, providing hundreds of jobs. The area of “Kombi-
nati” was segregated structurally from the rest of the city, and was perceived as an out-
skirt of Tirana that was disconnected from the city’s everyday life. This specific area was 
previously occupied only by the factory sites and was a pure industrial zone. Nowadays, 
it accommodates many families who built their dwellings around the industrial complex 
or even adapted part of the industrial buildings to their living purposes. However, the 
industrial building stock nowadays mostly serves as warehouses or as service units. The 
former industrial buildings over time faced several low quality architectural interventions 
which mostly consisted of extensions to the existing buildings or building of smaller units 

Figure 3. Case study 2.



city as organism|new visions for urban life

652

in close proximity to the original units. Post-socialist transformations contributed towards 
an amalgamated spatial outcome for the entire site. Possibly, this nature of somewhat 
chaotic development is mainly attributed to the serious amount of legal issues that are 
present among the legitimate owners of the area. In this case study from the four identi-
fied patterns the most predominant patterns are ‘Pattern 2’ and ‘Pattern 3’.

Case study 3 - Figure 4.
What is distinctive about this case study area is the fact that the site itself does not have 

any pre 1992 building stock. The entire area before 1992 was just empty land. It only became 
part of built areas in the city post 1992, despite the fact that it lies on one of the main arteries 
that connects Tirana to other cities. In this study area the most prominent land use category 
is residential, excluding the land strip at the southern edge, where priority is given to com-
mercial activity. The layout of the built form in relation to the road network is somewhat a 
structured orthogonal grid creating direct connection between the plot (the building) and 
the street. All these units are detached dwellings that vary from one to three storeys in height. 
In this case study from the four identified patterns the most predominant pattern is ‘Pattern 4’.

Figure 4. Case study 3.
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Emergent processes and historically resilient structures  

The generative component of space syntax theory shows that as objects are placed 
in space, a structure of some kind emerges in that space (Hillier et al., 2007). Throughout 
the analyses the diagrams reveal this structure does emerge. The new structure in this 
case has caused a deep fragmentation of the original block form. New streets and alley 
roads have opened up the pre- 1992 blocks in order to integrate the new buildings and 
facilitate the new land uses –especially in parts that formerly were considered as quiet 
inner residential areas. 

Morphological research sheds light on how changes in form, density and land use of 
individual buildings contribute to fragmentation or even creation of new blocks. The path 
dependency and the skeletal structure of the built form in a city is important particularly 
because this structures’ built form and movement routes accommodate the loci of socio-
spatial activities (Besussi et al., 2010: 14) According to Batty and Xie, another factor that 
influences structure is  the change that occurs in cities as a result of addition of new activi-
ties; this due to the change of patterns of development through the process of redistribu-
tion (Batty and Xie, 1999). Batty and Xie suggest that the change of location for an activ-
ity sets off a chain reaction so that other activities are motivated to move, finally, such 
activities readjust their locations to the changed circumstances (Batty and Xie, 1999); 
this could be supported also by this research as most of the case studies unfold this argu-
ment where the post-1992 developments have served as generators to the new land uses 
which subsequently raised new activities. Whole blocks, before 1992 had single land use 
-that of residential. However, what the surveys have shown is that post-1992 a new pattern 
on land use change was initiated –especially on the ground floor of the residential units. 
These changes led to the transformation of these buildings land use, which simultane-
ously raised the need of these buildings to adapt how they could be accessible from the 
streets. Multiple entrances were added to buildings which previously had only one access 
point, enhancing the amount of connections of buildings with streets. In order to facilitate 
these new entries, new alleyways were added on other facades of the buildings.

Regardless of Tirana’s relatively ‘young’ age, the concept of ‘morphogenetic priority’ 
can be applied after analysing the case study areas (Whitehand, 2007: 6). For instance, 
in Case study 1 the road along the western edge of the study area is part of the ring of Ti-
rana. It is one of the oldest structured roads of the city; its importance to the road network 
has been relatively resistant to change over time, and it is still recognizable in the land-
scape today. What the analyses reveal is that historical elements (the ring in our case) 
constitute a  morphological framework that influences the development of the city’s 
formation (Whitehand, 2007: 6); in contrast as the research has suggested land use and 
building utilization tends to be more temporary (Whitehand, 2007). What is contrasting 
though with the same theory is that in Tirana’s case buildings are not always intermedi-
ate in their resistance to change; buildings did change their function briefly after most of 
them were built -that on the ground level indeed. However, this shift from the perspec-
tive of the ‘morphogenetic priority’ concept can be interpreted not only as a result of 
transformation in space, the strong political and economic changes within the pre and 
post dictatorial regime context should be acknowledged. The Conzenian concept of 
‘neighbour effect’ (Whitehand, 2001: 107), seems to be a strong generator of some kind 
of domino effect- which is present in all three case studies. This study reinforces what pre-
vious analyses have shown, that changes are clustered over time and space according 
to various studies of spatial diffusion (Ibid, 2001: 107). In the case of central areas, repre-
sented through Case study 1, this effect is distributed almost evenly achieving its peak 
point along major road connections where it can be hypothesized that one of the major 
contributors is the perspective of changing original land use from residential to commer-
cial activity. The diagrams show that where these extensions where made, often new 
movement routes were added which have led to the fragmentation of the block or even 
to creation of new blocks in more rare cases. In the other two Case studies, the building 
stock is almost entirely developed post- 1992. Here the domino effect can be observed 
if considering sprawl- as the way these residential units where developed is somewhat 
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of self-regulated or ‘self-made’. Extensions where only made to the pre- 1992 built form, 
which in this case as the diagrams reveal is unique to the industrial site. The analyses sug-
gest that there is a level of interaction between access points and the four patterns of 
morphological developments. This relationship will be the focus of a subsequent stage of 
research initiated by this preliminary study.

Persisting land ownership issues, lack of planning and design intervention and con-
tinual economical drive have led to ongoing transformation through some main already 
identified patterns. The purpose of this of this  study has been to outline an approach to 
‘informality’ embedded in the ideological context of  the pre and post-socialist devel-
opment of Tirana, The four patterns described in the three case study areas provided a 
starting point for this enquiry into morphological pathways of social change in Albania.

References

Aliaj, B. (2003) ‘A Short History of Housing and Urban Development Models during 1945-
1990’. Tirana.
Aliaj, B., K. Lulo and G. Myftiu. (2004) ‘Tirana: The challenge of urban development’, 
Sloalba.
ALUIZNI (2015) online (http://www.aluizni.gov.al) accessed 26 March 2015.
Batty, M. and Xie, Y. (1999) ‘Self-organized criticality and urban development’, Discrete 
Dynamics in Nature and Society, 3, 109-124.
Batty, M., Besussi, E., Maat, K. and Harts, J. J. (2004) ‘Representing multifunctional cities: 
density and diversity in space and time’, Built Environment, 30, 324-337.
Batty, M. and Xie, Y. (1999) ‘Self-organized criticality and urban development’, Discerete 
Dynamics in Nature and Society, 3, 109-124.
Besussi, E., Chin, N., Batty, M. and Longley, P.. (2010) ‘The structure and form of urban 
settlements’, In Remote Sensing of Urban and Suburban Areas, 13-31. Springer.
Birkhamshaw, A. J. and J. Whitehand (2012) ‘Conzenian urban morphology and the 
character areas of planners and residents’, Urban Design International, 17, 4-17.
Conzen, M. R. G. (1960) ‘Alnwick, Northumberland: a study in town-plan analyses’, 
Transactions and Papers (Institute of British Geographers), iii-122.
Conzen, M. R. G. (1968) ‘The use of town-plans in the study of history’, The study of urban 
history, 114-130.
Dastidar, S. (2007) ‘Planning Spaces for Informality’, Essay submitted to the Development 
Planning Unit, University College London.
Dovey, K. and R. King (2011) ‘Forms of informality: morphology and visibility of informal 
settlements’, Built Environment, 37, 11-29.
Ewing, R. H. (2008) ‘Characteristics, causes, and effects of sprawl: A literature review’, In 
Urban Ecology, 519-535. Springer.
Felstehausen, H. (1999) ‘Urban growth and land use changes in Tirana, Albania: with cases 
describing urban land claims’, Land Tenure Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Griffiths, S., Jones, C. E., Vaughan, L. and Haklay, M. (2010) ‘The persistence of suburban 
centres in Greater London: combining Conzenian and space syntax approaches’, Urban 
Morphology, 14, 85-99.
Hamilton, F. I., Andrews, K. D. and Pichler-Milanovic, N. (2005) Transformation of cities in 
Central and Eastern Europe: towards globalization (Tokyo, United Nations University Press).
Hillier, B. and J. Hanson. (1984) The social logic of space (Cambridge university press 
,Cambridge).
Hillier, B., Leaman, A., Stansall, P. and Bedford, M. (1976) ‘Space syntax’, Environment and 
Planning B: Planning and Design, 3, 147-185.
Hillier, B. (1996) Space is the Machine (Cambridge).
Hillier, B. (1999) ‘Centrality as a process: Accounting for attraction inequalities in deformed 
grids’, Urban Design International, 4, 107-127.
Hillier, B., Turner, A., Yang, T., and Park, H. T. (2007) ‘Metric and topo-geometric properties 
of urban street networks’, Proceedings Space Syntax. 6th International Space Syntax 
Symposium, Istanbul.



city as organism|new visions for urban life

655

Hirt, S. A. (2012) Iron curtains: Gates, suburbs and privatization of space in the post-socialist 
city (John Wiley and Sons).
Huchzermeyer, M. and A. Karam (2006) ‘The continuing challenge of informal settlements: 
An introduction’.
INSTAT (2001) Population and Housing Census of Albania (INSTAT, Tirana).
Jovanović Weiss, S. (2006) Almost Architecture (Stuttgard, Akademie Schloss Solitude).
Larkham, P. J. (2006) ‘The study of urban form in Great Britain’, Urban Morphology, 10, 117.
Longley, P. A., Batty, M. and Shepherd, J. (1991) ’The size, shape and dimension of urban 
settlements’, Transactions of the institute of British Geographers, 75-94.
Maitland, B. (1989) ’Australian urbanism: the struggle for urban form’, Transition (Summer/
Autumn), 153-60.
Nase, I. and Ocakçi, M. (2010) ‘Urban Pattern Dichotomy in Tirana: Socio-spatial Impact 
of Liberalism’, European Planning Studies, 18, 1837-1861.
Neuwirth, R. (2005) Shadow cities: a billion squatters, a new urban world (Routledge, New 
York).
Pojani, D. (2013) ‘From Squatter Settlement to Suburb: The transformation of Bathore, 
Albania’, Housing Studies, 28(6), 805-821.
Porter, L., M. Lombard, M. Huxley, A. K. Ingin, T. Islam, J. Briggs, D. Rukmana, R. Devlin and 
V. Watson (2011) ‘Informality, the Commons and the Paradoxes for Planning: Concepts 
and Debates for Informality and Planning Self-Made Cities: Ordinary Informality? The 
Reordering of a Romany Neighbourhood The Land Formalisation Process and the Peri-
Urban Zone of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania Street Vendors and Planning in Indonesian 
Cities Informal Urbanism in the USA: New Challenges for Theory and Practice Engaging 
with Citizenship and Urban Struggle Through an Informality Lens’, Planning Theory and 
Practice, 12, 115-153.
Roy, A. (2005) ‘Urban informality: toward an epistemology of planning’, Journal of the 
American Planning Association, 71, 147-158.
Siksna, A. (1997) ‘The effects of block size and form in North American and Australian city 
centres’, Urban Morphology, 1, 19-33.
Stanilov, K. (2007) The post-socialist city: urban form and space transformations in Central 
and Eastern Europe after socialism (Springer Science and Business Media).
Tsenkova, S., Potsiou, C., and Badyina, A. (2009) Self-made Cities: In Search of Sustainable 
Solutions for Informal Settlements in the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Region (United Nations Publications).
Whitehand, J. W. (2001) ‘British urban morphology: the Conzenion tradition’, Urban 
Morphology, 5, 103-109.
Whitehand, J. W. (2007) ‘Conzenian urban morphology and urban landscapes’, In 
Proceedings, 6th International Space Syntax Symposium, Ýstanbul.


