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Abstract

Background: The fear of crime may have negative consequences for health and wellbeing. It is influenced by
factors in the physical and social environment. This study aimed to review and synthesize qualitative evidence from
the UK on fear of crime and the environment.

Methods: Eighteen databases were searched, including crime, health and social science databases. Qualitative
studies conducted in the UK which presented data on fear of crime and the environment were included. Quality
was assessed using Hawker et al.’s framework. Data were synthesized thematically.

Results: A total of 40 studies were included in the review. Several factors in the physical environment are perceived
to impact on fear of crime, including visibility and signs of neglect. However, factors in the local social environment
appear to be more important as drivers of fear of crime, including social networks and familiarity. Broader social
factors appear to be of limited relevance. There is considerable evidence for limitations on physical activity as a
result of fear of crime, but less for mental health impacts.

Conclusions: Fear of crime represents a complex set of responses to the environment. It may play a role in
mediating environmental impacts on health and wellbeing.
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Background
Most research on crime and health hitherto has focused on
the direct health impacts suffered by victims of crime, par-
ticularly violent crime [1-3]. However, the indirect effects of
crime and its broader harms on individuals and communi-
ties may also have important impacts on wellbeing. Fear of
crime is of particular interest here, as it has been shown in
several studies to have a modest, but consistently signifi-
cant, association with health and wellbeing outcomes at the
individual level, although there is still some controversy
about the meaning of this association and the direction of
causality underlying it [4-6].
A number of studies have found that fear is only weakly

correlated with objective measures of crime, suggesting
that fear of crime is not simply a response to high crime
rates [7,8]. Fear appears to be more consistently associated
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with conditions in the physical environment, particularly
signs of neglect such as litter and graffiti [4]; it has also
been hypothesized to correlate with social factors such as
social cohesion, although the findings here are more
equivocal.
These findings suggest, first, that fear of crime may

have an impact on health and wellbeing at a population
level, independently of the direct impacts on crime on
victims; and, second, that fear of crime is at least in part
a response to factors in the social and physical environ-
ment. Therefore, fear of crime may be of interest to re-
searchers in public health as a potential pathway
mediating the effect of community-level environmental
factors on health and wellbeing.
Qualitative research may of value in understanding the

place of fear in individuals’ lives, and the determinants
which shape it. From a public health perspective, quali-
tative research may also help to fill in the gaps in our
understanding of how fear of crime influences wellbeing
outcomes, and to gain a greater insight into how both
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relate to environmental factors. This can help to illumin-
ate one area of the complex pathways through which en-
vironmental determinants impact on health and wellbeing
outcomes.
Aim
The aim of this review was to synthesize qualitative evi-
dence from the UK on fear of crime and the environ-
ment. The review focuses on UK evidence because
qualitative research from other countries may be of lim-
ited applicability, and because a substantial body of
good-quality qualitative evidence from the UK exists.
Methods
Searching
We searched the following databases. Searches were
conducted between November 2010 and January 2011.
All sources were searched from inception to the most
current records.

� ASSIA
� CINAHL
� Conference Proceedings Citation Index
� Criminal Justice Abstracts
� Dissertation Abstracts
� EconLit
� Embase
� ERIC
� HMIC
� Inside Conferences
� Medline
� NCJRS
� PsycInfo
� Science Citation Index
� Social Policy & Practice
� Social Science Citation Index
� Sociological Abstracts
� Urban Studies Abstracts

The search strategy used took the following form:

((fear of crime) OR (crime) OR (antisocial behaviour))
AND ((built environment) OR (built environment
interventions))

The full Medline search strategy can be found in web-
only Additional file 1. Searches for other databases used
a modified form of the Medline search strategy. No fur-
ther limitations (e.g. by language or date of publication)
were used in the searches.
The following additional sources were also used to lo-

cate studies:
� Google and Google Scholar (using a simplified
version of the main search string and screening the
first 50 hits from each);

� citation chasing from the studies included in the
review;

� citation chasing from relevant systematic reviews
located by the searches (i.e. which met all the inclusion
criteria except that relating to study design);

� searches of websites of government bodies, research
groups and other relevant organisations; and

� consultation with members of the research team and
the Advisory Group.

Screening
Two reviewers coded an initial sample of records independ-
ently, with differences resolved by discussion and reference
to a third reviewer where necessary. In total, 10% of the re-
cords were screened by two reviewers independently. The
remaining abstracts were screened by one reviewer alone.
The following inclusion criteria were applied:

(1)Does the study report substantive data on the fear of
crime?

(2)Does the study report substantive data on some
aspect of the built environment?

(3)Is the study a primary qualitative study e.g.
interviews, focus groups, ethnography?

(4)Was the study conducted in the UK?

The full text of all studies which met the inclusion cri-
teria at abstract stage was retrieved and re-screened
using the same criteria. Of the full text studies, 50%
were screened independently by two reviewers, with dif-
ferences resolved by discussion; the remainder were
screened by one reviewer alone.

Data extraction and quality assessment
Data were extracted from the published study reports
using a standardized form which included information
on the context and setting of the study, the population,
the methodology and the findings. Findings data were
extracted only for direct quotes from participants cited in
the study reports. Data extraction and quality assessment
for all studies were carried out by a single reviewer and a
sample double-checked in detail by a second reviewer.
Quality assessment for the qualitative review was car-

ried out using Hawker et al.’s framework [9]. This tool
allows for a systematic assessment by the reviewer for
standard of reporting as well as appropriateness of
methods. The tool includes an assessment of nine do-
mains: abstract and title; introduction and aims; method
and data; sampling; data analysis; ethics and bias; results;
transferability/generalizability; implications; and useful-
ness. Each domain was scored from 1 (very poor) to 4
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(good), giving an overall score between 9 and 36. Overall
quality ratings were then assigned as follows: high qual-
ity (A), 30–36 points; medium quality (B), 24–29 points;
low quality (C), 9–24 points. Studies were not excluded
or given less weight in the synthesis on the basis of the
quality assessment scores.

Data synthesis
The quotes reported in the identified publications were
coded thematically using a broad coding framework. Al-
though, as described above, the initial aim of the review
was to focus on perceptions of the physical built envir-
onment, it became clear at an early stage in the analysis
that the social environment would also need to be in-
cluded to provide a coherent synthesis. Thus, the frame-
work included the following categories: determinants of
fear in the physical environment; determinants of fear in
the social environment; and consequences of fear. A
grounded theory approach was used to allow for the
emergence of new themes or codes within the initial
coding framework.

Results
The flow of literature is presented in Figure 1. Forty
studies were included in the review. Table 1 shows the
studies, where they were conducted, the primary re-
search question or focus, the data collection methods
used, the population and the quality rating assigned.

Determinants of fear in the physical environment
Several factors in the physical environment are described
by participants as relevant to the fear of crime. Some
participants see physical security measures, such as
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Full-text articles 
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Figure 1 Flow of literature through the review.
locks, fencing or secure entry systems, as reducing fear
[27,71]. However, measures in public space such as shut-
ters and security gates are often seen as increasing fear,
and as creating an unpleasant and hostile atmosphere
more generally [28,47,57,67]. Excessive security mea-
sures in the home are also seen as unwelcoming and de-
pressing, with several participants using the metaphor of
a fortress or prison [26,28,39,67,71]. In particular, several
participants express a sense of anger at the need for such
security measures [24,26,39].
Street lighting is also frequently discussed in the stud-

ies. Many participants report feeling more fearful in
poorly lit locations [19,20,28,38,40,50,53,60,67] and at
night [27,28,36,41,47,57]. Lighting appears to be relevant
to fear in two ways. First, it increases visibility and is
thought to reduce potential hiding places for attackers
[38,60,67]. Second, it gives a more pleasant and welcom-
ing impression of the environment, partly by acting as
an indicator of the presence of other people [20,67]. In
some cases, participants report that the effects of light-
ing are outweighed by other factors which impact on
fear: “I mean when I was a child we lived in the country
and it was all dark lanes with no lights, but we never felt
afraid” [60]. Participants in two studies express scepti-
cism about the effectiveness of lighting as a fear reduc-
tion strategy [38,53]. Finally, specific aspects of lighting
such as colour and brightness may also make be relevant
to fear [19,50,53,67].
Lighting also relates to the sense that the environment

allows visibility (what criminologists call ‘natural surveil-
lance’). Places which are not visible because they are iso-
lated [18,20,38], or sight-lines which are obstructed by
vegetation, landscaping or poorly designed buildings are
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Table 1 Characteristics of the studies (N=40)

First author
and reference

Location Data collection methods* Research question or focus Population included QA

Airey [10,11] Edinburgh Individual interviews Effects of place on wellbeing,
esp. physical incivilities

Women aged 45-59 A

Alexander
[12,13]

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Focus groups and participatory
methods

Effects of FoC on social inclusion
and citizenship

Young people aged 16-25 C

Bannister [14] Glasgow Focus groups Relations between physical
environment and FoC

General population C

Burgess
[15-17]

Hertfordshire; nr
Nottingham

Focus groups and participant
observation

Perceptions of woodland and
associated FoC

General population, esp.
women

B

Cozens [18] S Wales Questionnaires, focus groups,
virtual reality ‘walk-through’

Perceptions of safety in railway
stations

General population C

Crime Concern
[19]

NR Focus groups Perceptions of safety in pedestrian
journeys

General population C

Crime Concern
[20]

Various (England
& Wales)

Focus groups, escorted journeys Perceptions of safety and FoC on
public transport

General population C

Davis [21] Birmingham Questionnaires, focus groups Perceptions of risk, esp. relating
to transport

Children and young people
aged 9-14

C

Day [22] Glasgow and environs Individual interviews, focus groups,
observation

Effects of physical environment
on wellbeing

Older people aged >60 A

Dixey [23] Leeds Individual interviews Parents’ perceptions of child safety Mothers of primary-school
-aged children

B

Farrall [24-27] London; Glasgow Individual interviews Perceptions of crime and the
environment

General population B

Girling [28-30] Macclesfield; Prestbury
(Cheshire)

Individual interviews, focus groups,
observation

Perceptions of crime General population B

Goodey
[31,32]

N England Questionnaires, focus groups Gender differences in FoC Young people aged 11-16 C

Hollway
[33,34]

NR Individual interviews Experiences of FoC General population C

Hopkins [35] Glasgow Individual interviews, focus groups Experiences of FoC Young Muslim men aged
16-25

C

Innes [36] Blackpool; Oldham;
London

Individual interviews Perceptions of crime, anti-social
behaviour and physical incivilities

General population C

Jones [37] NR Focus groups Perceptions of risk and constraints
on behaviour; ethnic differences

Young women aged 11–14,
most Asian

B

Koskela [38-40] Edinburgh Individual interviews Relation between FoC and built
environment

Women B

Little [41] Devon Individual interviews FoC in rural areas Women B

Mitchell [42] NE England Individual interviews Mothers’ perceptions of risk for
children

Young mothers aged 15-24 C

Moran [43-45] Manchester; Lancaster Individual interviews, focus groups Fear of violence and its relation to
spatiality

Lesbians and gay men C

Nayak [46] NE England Questionnaires Experiences of FoC Young people aged 12-15 C

Nelson [47] Cardiff; Gloucester;
Worcester

Individual interviews Perceptions of security shutters General population C

Pain [48,49] Newcastle-upon-Tyne
and environs

Individual and couple interviews Perceptions of crime Older people C

Pain [50] Newcastle-upon-Tyne Focus groups Perceptions of safety General population B

Pain [51,52] Gateshead Focus groups, questionnaires,
participatory methods

Perceptions of risk and leisure time;
role of mobile phones

Young people aged 10-16 C

Pain [53] Northumberland Focus groups, observation Perceptions of street lighting
and FoC

General population B
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Table 1 Characteristics of the studies (N=40) (Continued)

Parry [54] W Midlands Focus groups Effects of community factors
on health

Young people aged 16–20
and older people aged >60

B

Seabrook [55] N England Pair interviews, participatory
methods

Perceptions of risk, place and
leisure time

Girls and young women
aged 10–17

C

Squires [56] Brighton Individual interviews Evaluation of CCTV system General population C

Taylor [57] Manchester; Sheffield Focus groups Wellbeing and social change General population C

Trayers [58] SW England Focus groups Views on planned neighbourhood
renewal intervention

General population A

Turner [59] Glasgow and environs Individual interviews, focus
groups

Perceptions of risk and safety Children and young people
aged 8–14

A

Valentine
[60-63]

Reading Individual interviews, focus
groups

Fear of male violence and
perceptions of public space

Women A

Valentine [64] Peak District Individual and couple interviews Parents’ views of children’s safety
in rural area

Parents of 8-11-year-old
children

C

Walklate
[65,66]

Salford Individual interviews, focus groups,
observation, content analysis

Perceptions of risk, FoC and
community

General population C

Waters [67] Glamorgan;
Loughborough

Questionnaires, focus groups,
virtual reality ‘walk-throughs’

Perceptions of safety on university
campuses

University staff and students A

Waters [68,69] S Wales Focus groups, virtual reality
‘walk-throughs’

Perceptions of crime, FoC and
community

Older people aged >65 A

Watson [70] Leeds Individual interviews, observation Experiences of risk w/r/t leisure
time

Young mothers C

Whitley [71,72] London Individual interviews, focus groups,
observation

Impact of FoC on mental health General population; people
with mental health problems

A

*For mixed-methods studies, this column refers to the qualitative component only. Abbreviations: CCTV = closed-circuit television; FoC = fear of crime.
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perceived to increase the risk of attack, and hence fear
[19,20,38,67]. Such obstructions to visibility also create a
feeling of being ‘trapped’; by contrast, a sense of ‘open-
ness’ in the environment is reassuring [15,67].
Closed-circuit television (CCTV) is relatively rarely

mentioned in the studies. A few participants express
support for CCTV in general terms [18,20,28,50], but
few say that it reduces fear, and several are sceptical
about its effectiveness in reducing crime [20,47,50,56].
Several participants in Squires’ evaluation of CCTV are
strongly critical of it, seeing it as an inadequate substi-
tute for more substantive measures to reduce crime [56].
Dirt, decay, graffiti, litter and other signs of neglect

of the environment (what criminologists call ‘physical
incivilities’) are widely seen as drivers of fear
[18-20,24,31,36,41,54,60,67,69], for several reasons. Prob-
lems in the physical environment are seen to indicate a
lack of commitment to social norms [24,67,69]. Problems
such as graffiti or litter are associated with environmental
indicators of socio-economic disadvantage (such as high-
rise housing) as part of a more general sense of ‘rough’
areas [24,60,67]. More broadly, a pleasant physical envir-
onment is thought to contribute to an overall sense of
wellbeing, and thus safety [24,54,71].
Finally, places where few other people are around, either

because of the time of day or because of patterns of land use,
are widely experienced as fear-inducing [15,19,20,38,40,50,67].
Determinants of fear in the social environment
An important factor relevant to fear is the extent to
which one is familiar with an area. Many participants re-
port feeling less fearful in their own area, or areas they
know well, than elsewhere. “How true it is that one often
feels safer in your local area… I just feel safer because
it’s my local area and I know what happens there and I
feel more confident” [19]. Participants describe factors
which may increase fear for outsiders but are not seen
as threatening by insiders. “I think it’s all right round
here, I mean you see gangs of kids but they’re only young
and it doesn’t bother me because it’s familiar, I mean I’ve
always lived round here” [70]. In Bannister’s study, partici-
pants were asked to mark areas seen as unsafe on a map;
most saw their own areas as safe and areas not known well
as unsafe, such that a large proportion of residential areas
were seen as unsafe by at least one participant, but none
by all the participants [14].
Much of the protective effect of familiarity has to do

with having strong social networks locally. Many partici-
pants report that they do not feel fearful in their own area
because they know many people and are long-term resi-
dents in the area [26,27,36,48,60]. “Everyone knows every-
one, so you’re not a stranger in your own town. And you
just feel so safe, just in your own street and your own
area” [36]. Conversely, strangers who come to the area
from elsewhere are often the object of fear [27,28,60,64].
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Young people, especially when ‘hanging about’ in groups,
are often perceived as threatening [19,20,28,41,46,56,64], as
are people using alcohol or drugs [19,20,22,24,36,50,60,69],
especially large groups at pub closing time [28,45,50,60].
There is some evidence suggesting differences in fear

between women and men. Women tend to express
greater fear, and the focus of their fear is virtually always
men [19,60]. To some extent this reflects differences in
the crimes feared, with rape or sexual assault being the
focus of fear for women [31,40,60], and perceived differ-
ences in physical vulnerability [48,60]. It may also be af-
fected by ‘vicarious’ fear expressed by husbands or
boyfriends or parents, which may lead to restrictions on
women’s activities [21,27,31,37,48,60].
However, it also seems to reflect women’s experience of

everyday harassment and relatively minor crimes such as
indecent exposure [15,60]. Women’s fear appears to be
more pervasive and inescapable than men’s, with several
women participants expressing doubt that fear can ever be
meaningfully addressed [40,60]. “You’re never safe at any
time. If somebody wants to go out and attack a woman,
they’ll do it” [40]. These points have parallels in the ex-
perience of ethnic minority participants [35] and lesbian
and gay participants [43,45], several of whom also express
a pervasive fear which is partly driven by the everyday ex-
perience of discrimination and harassment.

Consequences of fear
Relatively few participants see fear as having serious
mental health impacts, although several report some de-
gree of psychological stress as a result of fear [10,57,60].
Those who do report serious mental health conse-
quences tend to be victims of serious violent crimes,
particularly sexual or hate crimes [19,56,60], or people
with pre-existing mental health problems [71]. Some
participants also see fear as impacting on health as part
of a broader nexus of disadvantage [10].
A much more widely perceived consequence of fear is to

limit people’s activities, including social and cultural activities,
sometimes leading to social isolation [12,20,50,54,55,57,71].
Participants from across the population report such limita-
tions, but they appear to be more serious for women, older
people and people with disabilities. Of particular concern
from a health perspective are limitations on outdoor phys-
ical activity, especially walking and cycling, which are
reported by several female participants [15,39,40,60]. Par-
ents also report placing serious restrictions on children’s
activities [21,23,37,39,60,64], even though both parents
[23,64] and children [21,37] recognize the problematic ef-
fects of such restrictions on children’s independent mobil-
ity. Again, parental restrictions are often more serious for
girls and young women [21,31,37,60].
More broadly, fear of crime is seen to contribute to

the process by which disadvantaged areas gain a
reputation as dangerous or ‘rough’, which can contrib-
ute to the social stigmatization of residents of those
areas [10,12,24,56,73].

Discussion and conclusion
This is the first review to draw together the large body
of UK qualitative evidence on fear of crime and the en-
vironment. Although this review is exploratory in nature
and does not support strong conclusions, it helps to fill
out the available theories and quantitative data which
suggest that fear of crime is associated with poorer
health outcomes, and that it may mediate determinants
of health and wellbeing in the physical and social envir-
onment [4]. The findings of this review suggest some
plausible pathways through which a number of factors
in the physical and social environment may have an im-
pact on fear, and in turn may influence wellbeing, par-
ticularly through restrictions on activities. Moreover, the
findings suggest that fear of crime may play a role in
generating health inequalities, since certain groups ap-
pear to be more seriously affected by fear; gender is the
most obviously relevant dimension here, although age,
ethnicity, sexuality and disability may all also play a role.
The relations between environmental factors and fear

are complex. Aspects of the physical built environment
are clearly relevant to fear to some extent, but fear often
relates more directly to the environment’s social mean-
ings than to its physical form. For example, familiarity
with and social inclusion in a given context may largely
nullify the potentially fear-inducing physical features of
that context. Conversely, physical factors such as litter
and graffiti increase fear mainly because they are taken
to indicate low social cohesion and/or socio-economic
disadvantage. (This applies particularly to residential
areas; in public areas, such as shopping streets, parks, or
public transport, the role of the physical environment
may be greater). Nonetheless, it appears that most of the
social factors which are relevant to fear of crime are
spatially localised. This social mediation of physical cues
also means that different people, or population sub-
groups, may come to different conclusions about the
same physical environmental factors.
The social drivers of fear are complex and often

contested. Several themes in the data, such as the fear of
young people ‘hanging about', appear to represent a con-
flict between different group norms about the use of public
space. Moreover, the findings on inequalities, particularly
by gender, lend some support to theories of ‘spirit injury’
which posit an important role for systemic discrimination
in the genesis of fear of crime [74,75]. Such theories sug-
gest that the latent structural violence involved in
maintaining social inequalities may be as important as the
manifest violence measured in crime statistics in under-
standing fear and its impacts on wellbeing.
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Although this review was carried out according to full
systematic review methodology, it has some limitations.
Only a thematic analysis, focusing on directly reported
primary data, was carried out. The search terms and in-
clusion criteria, which focused on fear of crime and the
physical built environment, may have excluded a num-
ber of relevant studies (e.g. studies which focused on the
social environment alone). The primary studies are het-
erogeneous in many respects, and generalizations across
them may have limited validity.
These limitations aside, this review suggests that fear

of crime may have some role to play in mediating the
impact of physical environmental factors on wellbeing,
particularly by acting as a barrier to outdoor physical ac-
tivity. However, the ways in which the environment in-
fluences fear appear to be be complex. The findings
suggest that physical environmental change alone, and
interventions which focus narrowly on crime reduction,
are likely to have limited success in addressing fear and
its effects on wellbeing. Approaches which engage with
the broader social contexts of fear of crime – including
socio-economic disadvantage and its symbolic meanings,
and inequalities with respect to gender and ethnicity –
appear to be more promising.

Additional file

Additional file 1: MEDLINE search strategy.

Competing interests
No authors have any competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
MP and MW conceived the study, with input from HT, SCu, AS and AR. KW
ran the literature searches. Screening and data extraction were carried out by
TL, SCl and DN. Data analysis was carried out by TL. All authors contributed
to the interpretation of the findings and approved the final report.

Acknowledgements
This project was funded by the National Institute of Health Research
(grant number 09/3000/14). The views expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the NIHR or the Department of
Health. We would like to thank the members of the project Advisory Group
(Allan Brimicombe, John Middleton, David Nossiter, James Thomas, Rachel
Tuffin and Sandra Walklate).

Author details
1Department of Social and Environmental Health Research, London School
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, London, UK. 2Department of Public Health
and Policy, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, UK. 3Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination, University of York, York, UK. 4MRC Social and Public Health
Sciences Unit, Glasgow, UK. 5Department of Social and Environmental Health
Research, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, London, UK.
6Institute for Health and Human Development, University of East London,
London, UK.

Received: 7 January 2013 Accepted: 21 May 2013
Published: 24 May 2013

References
1. McCabe A, Wine J: Framing the Debate: The impact of crime on public health.

Birmingham: Public Health Alliance; 1997.
2. McManus J, Mullett D: Better Health, Lower Crime: A briefing for the NHS and
partner agencies. London: Nacro Crime and Social Policy Section; 2001.

3. Robinson F, Keithley J: The impacts of crime on health and health
services: A literature review. Health, Risk and Society 2000, 2:253–66.

4. Lorenc T, Clayton S, Neary D, Whitehead M, Petticrew M, Thomson H,
Cummins S, Sowden A, Renton A: Crime, fear of crime, environment, and
mental health and wellbeing: Mapping review of theories and causal
pathways. Health Place 2012, 18:757–765.

5. Jackson J, Stafford M: Public health and fear of crime: A prospective
cohort study. Br J Criminol 2009, 49:832–47.

6. Stafford M, Chandola T, Marmot M: Association between fear of crime and
mental health and physical functioning. Am J Public Health 2007, 97:2076–81.

7. Farrall S, Gray E, Jackson J: Theorising the Fear of Crime: The Cultural and
Social Significance of Insecurities about Crime. Experience and Expression in
the Fear of Crime Working Paper No. 5. Available from: http://papers.ssrn.
com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1012393 (accessed 15 October 2012).

8. Hale C: Fear of crime: A review of the literature. International Review of
Victimology 1996, 4:79–150.

9. Hawker S, Payne S, Kerr C, Hardey M, Powell J: Appraising the
evidence: Reviewing disparate data systematically. Qual Heal Res 2002,
12:1284–1299.

10. Airey L: “Nae as nice a scheme as it used to be”: lay accounts of
neighbourhood incivilities and well-being. Health Place 2003, 9:129–37.

11. Airey L: Locating health and illness: A study of women’s experiences in two
contrasting Edinburgh neighbourhoods, PhD thesis. Edinburgh, UK: University
of Edinburgh; 2002.

12. Alexander CL: “Growing pains”? Fear, exclusion and citizenship in a
disadvantaged UK neighbourhood. In Fear: Critical geopolitics and everyday
life. Edited by Pain R, Smith SJ. Ashgate: Aldershot; 2008:37–48.

13. Alexander CL: Safety, fear and belonging: The everyday realities of civic
identity formation in Fenham, Newcastle upon Tyne. ACME: An
International E-Journal for Critical Geographies 2008, 7:173–198.

14. Bannister J: Locating fear: Environment and ontological insecurity. In
Crime and the Urban Environment. Edited by Jones HR. Ashgate: Aldershot;
1993:69–83.

15. Burgess J: But is it worth taking the risk? How women negotiate access
to urban woodland: a case study. In New Frontiers of Space, Bodies and
Gender. Edited by Ainley R. Routledge: London; 1998:115–128.

16. Burgess J: Focusing on fear: the use of focus groups in a project for the
Community Forest Unit, Countryside Commission. Area 1996, 28:130–135.

17. Burgess J: Growing in confidence: Understanding people’s perceptions of urban
fringe woodlands. Cheltenham: Countryside Commission; 1995.

18. Cozens P, Neale R, Whitaker J, Hillier D: Managing crime and the fear of
crime at railway stations: A case study in South Wales (UK). Int J Transp
Manag 2003, 1:121–132.

19. Crime Concern, Social Research Associates: Personal Security Issues in
Pedestrian Journeys. London: Department of Environment, Transport and the
Regions; 1999.

20. Crime Concern: People’s Perceptions of Personal Security and their Concerns
about Crime on Public Transport: Research findings. London: Department for
Transport; 2004.

21. Davis A, Jones L: Environmental constraints on health: Listening to
children’s views. Heal Educ J 1996, 55:363–374.

22. Day R: Local Urban Environments and the Wellbeing of Older People. Glasgow:
Scottish Centre for Research on Social Justice; 2008.

23. Dixey R: Keeping children safe: The effect on parents’ daily lives and
psychological well-being. J Heal Psychol 1999, 4:45–57.

24. Farrall S, Jackson J, Gray E: Social Order and the Fear of Crime in
Contemporary Times. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 2009.

25. Farrall S, Jackson J, Gray E: Everyday Emotion and the Fear of Crime:
Preliminary findings from Experience and Expression, Experience and
Expression in the Fear of Crime Working Paper No. 1. 2006. Available from:
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1012354 (accessed 15 October 2012).

26. Gray E, Farrall S, Jackson J: Experience and expression: Conversations about crime,
place and community, Experience and Expression in the Fear of Crime Working
Paper No. 6. 2007. Available from: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1012396 (accessed 15
October 2012).

27. Gilchrist E, Bannister J, Ditton J, Farrall S: Women and the “fear of crime”:
Challenging the accepted stereotype. Br J Criminol 1998, 38:283–298.

28. Girling E, Loader I, Sparks R: Crime and Social Change in Middle England:
Questions of order in an English town. London: Routledge; 2000.

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-2458-13-496-S1.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1012393
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1012393
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1012354
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1012396


Lorenc et al. BMC Public Health 2013, 13:496 Page 8 of 8
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/13/496
29. Loader I, Girling E, Sparks R: After success? Anxieties of influence in an
English village. In Crime, Risk and Insecurity. Edited by Hope T, Sparks R.
Abingdon: Routledge; 2000:65–82.

30. Sparks R, Girling E, Loader I: Fear and everyday urban lives. Urban Studies
2001, 38:885–898.

31. Goodey J: Boys don’t cry: Masculinities, fear of crime and fearlessness.
Br J Criminol 1997, 37:401–418.

32. Goodey J: Adolescence and the socialization of gendered fear. In Race,
Class and Gender in Criminology. Edited by Schwarz M, Milovanovic D.
London: Garland; 1996:267–291.

33. Hollway W, Jefferson T: Anxiety, biography and the experience of locality.
In The Turn to Biographical Methods in Social Science. Edited by
Chamberlayne P, Bornat J, Wengraf T. London: Routledge; 2000:167–180.

34. Hollway W, Jefferson T: The role of anxiety in the fear of crime. In Crime, Risk
and Insecurity. Edited by Hope T, Sparks R. London: Routledge; 2000:31–49.

35. Hopkins PE, Smith SJ: Scaling segregation; racialising fear. In Fear: Critical
geopolitics and everyday life. Edited by Pain R, Smith SJ. Ashgate: Aldershot;
2008:103–116.

36. Innes M, Jones V: Neighbourhood Security and Urban Change: Risk, resilience
and recovery. York: Joseph Rowntree Foundation; 2006.

37. Jones L: Inequality in access to local environments: the experiences of
Asian and non-Asian girls. Heal Educ J 1998, 57:313–328.

38. Koskela H, Pain R: Revisiting fear and place: Women’s fear of attack and
the built environment. Geoforum 2000, 31:269–280.

39. Pain R: Social geographies of women’s fear of crime. Trans Inst Br Geogr
1997, 22:231–44.

40. Pain R: Women’s fear of sexual violence: Explaining the spatial paradox.
In Crime and the Urban Environment. Edited by Jones H. Aldersho: Avebury;
1993:46–55.

41. Little J, Panelli R, Kraack A: Women’s fear of crime: A rural perspective.
J Rural Stud 2005, 21:151–163.

42. Mitchell W: Risk, motherhood and children’s play spaces: the importance
of young mothers’ experiences and risk management strategies. In
Young People, Risk and Leisure: Constructing identities in everyday life. Edited
by Mitchell W, Bunton R, Green E. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan;
2004:180–202.

43. Moran LJ, Skeggs B, Tyrer P, Corteen K: The formation of fear in gay space:
The “straights” story. Capital & Class 2003, 27:173–198.

44. Moran LJ, Skeggs B: Sexuality and the Politics of Violence and Safety. London;
New York: Routledge; 2004.

45. Corteen K: Lesbian safety talk: Problematizing definitions and
experiences of violence, sexuality and space. Sexualities 2002, 5:259–280.

46. Nayak A: “Through children’s eyes”: Childhood, place and the fear of
crime. Geoforum 2003, 34:303–315.

47. Nelson AL: Security shutters: A double-edged sword. International Journal
of Risk Security and Crime Prevention 1998, 3:11–19.

48. Pain R: “Old age” and ageism in urban research: The case of fear of crime.
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 1997, 21:117–128.

49. Pain R: Local contexts and the fear of crime: Elderly people in north-east
England. Northern Economic Review 1995, 24:96–111.

50. Pain R, Townshend T: A safer city centre for all? Senses of “community
safety” in Newcastle upon Tyne. Geoforum 2002, 33:105–119.

51. Pain R, Grundy S, Gill S, Towner E, Sparks G, Hughes K: “So long as I take
my mobile”: Mobile phones, urban life and geographies of young
people’s safety. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 2005,
29:814–830.

52. Pain R: Youth, age and the representation of fear. Capital & Class 2003,
27:151–171.

53. Pain R, MacFarlane R, Turner K, Gill S: “When, where, if, and but”:
Qualifying GIS and the effect of streetlighting on crime and fear.
Environment and Planning A 2006, 38:2055–2074.

54. Parry J, Mathers J, Laburn-Peart C, Orford J, Dalton S: Improving health in
deprived communities: What can residents teach us? Critical Public Health
2007, 17:123–136.

55. Seabrook T, Green E: Streetwise or safe? Girls negotiating time and space.
In Young People, Risk and Leisure: Constructing identities in everyday life.
Edited by Mitchell WA, Bunton R, Green EE. Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan; 2004:129–141.
56. Squires P: Independent Evaluation of the Installation of CCTV Cameras for
Crime Prevention in the Whitehawk Estate, Brighton. Brighton: University of
Brighton; 2003.

57. Taylor I, Evans K, Fraser P: A Tale of Two Cities: Global change, local feeling
and everyday life in the North of England. London: Routledge; 1996.

58. Trayers T, Deem R, Fox KR, Riddoch CJ, Ness AR, Lawlor DA: Improving
health through neighbourhood environmental change: Are we speaking
the same language? A qualitative study of views of different
stakeholders. J Public Health 2006, 28:49–55.

59. Turner KM, Hill M, Stafford A, Walker M: How children from disadvantaged
areas keep safe. Heal Educ 2006, 106:450–464.

60. Valentine G: Women’s fear of male violence in public space: A spatial
expression of patriarchy, PhD thesis. Reading, UK: University of Reading; 1989.

61. Valentine G: The geography of women’s fear. Area 1989, 21:385–390.
62. Valentine G: Women’s fear and the design of public space. Built

Environment 1990, 16:288–303.
63. Valentine G: Images of danger: Women’s sources of information about

the spatial distribution of male violence. Area 1992, 24:22–29.
64. Valentine G: A safe place to grow up? Parenting, perceptions of children’s

safety and the rural idyll. J Rural Stud 1997, 13:137–148.
65. Walklate S: Crime and community: Fear or trust? Br J Sociol 1998, 49:550–569.
66. Evans K, Fraser P, Walklate S: Whom can you trust? The politics of

“grassing” on an inner city housing estate. Sociol Rev 1996, 44:361–380.
67. Waters J: Perceptions of Personal Safety on University Campuses, PhD thesis.

Glamorgan, UK: University of Glamorgan; 2006.
68. Waters J, Neale R: Older people’s perceptions of personal safety in

deprived communities: understanding the social causes of fear of crime.
Quality in Ageing and Older Adults 2010, 11:48–56.

69. Waters J, Neale R, Mears K: Design and Community Regeneration: investigating
personal safety concerns of older people in socio-economically deprived
communities in South Wales. Pontypridd: University of Glamorgan; 2007.

70. Watson R: Risking it? Young mothers’ experiences of motherhood and
leisure. In Young People, Risk and Leisure: Constructing identities in everyday
life. Edited by Mitchell W, Bunton R, Green EE. Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan; 2004:203–223.

71. Whitley R, Prince M: Fear of crime, mobility and mental health in inner-
city London, UK. Soc Sci Med 2005, 61:1678–88.

72. Whitley R, Prince M: Are inner-cities bad for your health? Comparisons of
residents’ and third parties’ perceptions of the urban neighbourhood of
Gospel Oak, London. Sociol Health Illn 2005, 27:44–67.

73. Walklate S, Evans K: Zero Tolerance or Community Tolerance? Managing crime
in high crime areas. Aldershot: Ashgate; 1999.

74. Walklate S: Imagining the Victim of Crime. Maidenhead: Open University
Press; 2007.

75. Spalek B: Communities, Identities and Crime. Bristol: Policy; 2008.

doi:10.1186/1471-2458-13-496
Cite this article as: Lorenc et al.: Fear of crime and the environment:
systematic review of UK qualitative evidence. BMC Public Health 2013
13:496.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Aim

	Methods
	Searching
	Screening
	Data extraction and quality assessment
	Data synthesis

	Results
	Determinants of fear in the physical environment
	Determinants of fear in the social environment
	Consequences of fear

	Discussion and conclusion
	Additional file
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


